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Mike Willis

ummer has arrived. The children are 
out of school and the weather is nice 
enough that you can grill hamburgers, 
go on a picnic, and enjoy the beauties 
of God’s wonderful creation. Summer 
lends itself to some wonderful 

opportunities and some temptations as well. This 
month's theme is "The Christian's Opportunities 
and Temptations in the Summer."

I want to thank David Dann for organizing the 
lessons and choosing the writers for this month’s 
Truth Magazine. I have a high regard for David, 
inasmuch as we spent a year together in a two-
preacher arrangement. He became fast friends 
with my son, Corey, and a better friend could not 
be found. Teenagers look up to those who are a 
few years older than them and David was there 
at just such a time for Corey. He could not have 
had a better person to talk to than David. What 
David may not know is that Corey is the one who 
asked the men’s business meeting to invite a 
young preacher to work with the congregation for 
the summer and then suggested just the man for 
the job – David. What pleasant memories!
The CeI LeCTure SerIeS

This series of articles discusses various 
opportunities for spiritual activities that summer 
brings. One special opportunity is to attend the 
CEI Lecture series that will be held July 8-12th. 
On Friday, July 5th, there will be a singing held at 
the Athens Bible School auditorium that will “kick 
off” our lecture program. Last year, we had 350-
400 people in attendance and it was an inspiring 
evening. The lecture program itself will begin on 
Monday evening, July 8th. Our theme this year 
is Build Strong Homes, in order to have strong 
churches and a strong nation. 

Another of the opportunities families will 
have is to attend this series of lectures which 
reminds us of some of the problems confronting 
American homes. Christians we can do much to 
overcome the dangers these problems present. 
The American home is broken, in many cases; 
the government is trying to redefine what 
constitutes a marriage (homosexual “marriages”) 
and has made divorce easy (no-fault divorce 

laws). The result is that many children are raised 
in single-parent homes, mostly in such cases, in 
fatherless homes. There are evils lurking in our 
society that threaten the home: pornography, 
sexual infidelity, being too busy. Husbands 
need to be reminded of these dangers and how 
to escape them. Women are tempted to be 
“supermoms,” sometimes neglecting the hours 
needed to develop their own spirituality and to 
train their children. And, children need attention 
– the right attention at the right moment in time. 
We will have a special children’s track of lectures 
on how to develop character in children. 

The CEI lecture program is one of the spiritual 
opportunities that the summer presents to 
families. We hope that you can and will join us in 
this special series of lessons.
Summer JobS

Summer jobs offer a special opportunity for 
young people to grow and mature. From an 
early age, we gave our children tasks around the 
house. They needed to learn their part in making 
the home function. They were not paid for these 
tasks anymore than I was paid for mowing the 
lawn. This was part of being a member of the 
family.

When they were old enough, they were 
allowed to work outside of the home. Frankly, 
driving them to and from their entry level jobs 
was sometimes more costly than the money 
they made. However, it was wonderful training 
ground. They learned to be responsible to do 
the jobs assigned to them by their employer. 
They learned how to manage the money they 
earned. They learned to pay for their mistakes 
and foolish choices. When they were old enough 
to go out on their own, both of our children 
were prepared and have been able to care for 
themselves from the beginning.
reCreaTIonaL aCTIvITIeS

Our children attended summer camps for 
many years. This was especially useful to Corey, 
who made many lifelong friends from that circle 
of friends. We also enjoyed the family trips we 
took together to 
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reating the heavens and the earth, 
God placed our planet in a circular 
orbit around the sun. Seasons 
exist because the earth is tilted on 
its axis (at an angle of about 23.5 
degrees) as it moves around the 

sun. Depending upon the time of year, this tilt 
may direct more sunlight on one hemisphere or 
the other, providing more or less sunlight.

Summer is the warmest season of the year, 
falling between spring and autumn. The date 
for the beginning of summer varies according 
to climate and culture. Typically, it runs from 
June to August in the northern hemisphere and 
from December to February in the southern 
hemisphere. Calculated astronomically, it 
extends from the summer solstice to the 
autumnal equinox, i.e., June 20-21 to Sept. 22-
23. In the United States, the summer season 
traditionally begins on Memorial Day weekend 
(the last weekend in May) and ends on Labor 
Day weekend (the first weekend in September). 

In an age of doubt and denial, let us recall 
the Biblical affirmation: God made summer 
and winter (Psa. 74:17). The Master of All has 
decreed that while the earth remains, seedtime 
and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, 
and day and night shall not cease (Gen. 8:22). 

Changing seasons are filled with contrasts. 
Winter brings cold, while summer brings heat. 
Spring is a time of rebirth and renewal, autumn 
begets maturing fruit and falling leaves. Winter 
storms of snow and rain are followed by the 
cloudless days and parching drought of summer. 

In nature’s tapestry, greens follow grays, which 
yield, in turn, to an explosion of fall colors. Jesus 
alluded to such cycles in the parable of the fig 
tree (Matt. 24:32-35; Mark 13:28-31; Luke 21:29-
33).

A concordance search of the Bible produces 
25 occurrences of the word “summer.” When 
these are arranged according to content, 
contrasting themes emerge. Spiritual lessons are 
communicated through the natural realm and the 
changing seasons.

ConTraSTIng Due DILIgenCe 
anD LoST opporTunITy

For many, especially students, summer 
represents a break from regular routines. Alice 
Cooper’s 1972 hit song, “School’s Out,” remains 
popular, having been used in many movies, 
television shows, and commercials. “No more 
pencils, No more books, No more teacher’s dirty 
looks . . . School’s out for summer . . . School’s 
out forever. . . .” Yes, a change of pace is often 
refreshing. Jesus recognized the benefits of 
rest and recuperation after strenuous labors: 
"Speaking to His disciples, He said, 'Come 

summer

MaRk MaybeRRy

C
'Come away by 

yourselves to a secluded 
place and rest a while.'
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away by yourselves to a secluded place and rest 
a while.' For there were many people coming and 
going, and they did not even have time to eat" 
(Mark 6:31).

Summer is a time for manifesting due 
diligence, but for those who are neglectful, it 
is a lost opportunity. Although the ants are not 
a strong people, they prepare their food in the 
summer and gather provision in the harvest 
(Prov. 6:8; 30:25). A wise son shows similar 
industriousness, but a son who sleeps in harvest 
acts shamefully (Prov. 10:5). The Bible often 
refers to “summer fruits” (2 Sam. 16:1, 2; Isa. 
16:9; 28:4; Jer. 40:10, 12; 48:32; Amos 8:1, 2). 
Summer is a time of ingathering, i.e., reward and 
return on one’s labors. 

Speaking of fields being white unto harvest, 
Jesus communicated a sense of urgency in 
saying, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent 
Me and to accomplish His work” (John 4:34-38). 
We also must redeem the time, making the most 
of each opportunity (Eph. 5:15-16; Col. 4:5). 
Neglecting such may result in the plaintive cry, 
“Harvest is past, summer is ended, and we are 
not saved” (Jer. 8:20). 
ConTraSTIng ThIngS 
approprIaTe anD 
InapproprIaTe

Biblical references to summer sometimes 
signify events that are inappropriate or 
inopportune. “Like snow in summer and like rain 
in harvest, so honor is not fitting for a fool” (Prov. 
26:1). “For day and night Your hand was heavy 
upon me; my vitality was drained away as with 
the fever heat of summer” (Psa. 32:4). In like 
measure, our behavior may be inappropriate (in 
wearing of immodest attire), or inopportune (in 
facing unexpected illness or injury). 

Similarly, material blessings must be properly 
employed. Amos rebuked ancient Israel for their 
iniquities and transgressions, including their 
idolatry and also their indolent affluence: “I will 
also smite the winter house together with the 
summer house; the houses of ivory will also 
perish and the great houses will come to an end,” 
declares the Lord (Amos 3:15). In this context, 
summer houses symbolize affluence and wealth. 

Wealth may be a blessing or a curse. There 
is nothing sinful with plenteous possessions, 
including having the wherewithal to travel south 
in the winter (like proverbial snowbirds), and 
also enjoy summer houses, cottages, and/or 
timeshares in the mountains. Yet, we must not 
neglect our spiritual responsibilities, such as 
faithful attendance (Heb. 10:23-25) and regular 
giving (1 Cor. 16:1-2).
ConTraSTIng DIvIne Favor anD 
DISFavor

This special series will focus upon popular 
summer pastimes that are inappropriate for 
Christians. Spirituality should not be seasonal, 
but constant and consistent. Please consider 
each of these articles, proving them by divine 
precept, and making proper application. Summer 
may be a time of divine blessing (Zech. 14:8), as 
well as an occasion of judgment and reckoning 
(Isa. 18:6; Dan. 2:35). Let us resolve to use the 
blessings of summer in an appropriate manner, 
conducting ourselves as Christians, being good 
stewards of the grace of God, incurring His favor, 
and not His wrath.

summer
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  4

Letters to Young 
Preachers  
Edited by Warren Berkley and Mark Roberts 

 9780982981139  

9.25
To the young man who desires to preach God’s Word, 
this book will be of greater value than literal gold or 
silver.  He will find herein wisdom that has been gleaned 
through years of experience and prayerful study of the 
Bible.

to order this 
featured book

855.49.booKS or www.CeIbooks.com

BOOKS
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 is a terrible idea 
if it is turned into 
a VES, Vacation 
Entertainment 
Session. Churches 
that have fallen 

into the denominational trap of “me-too” in an 
attempt to attract a crowd shame the cause of 
Christ and ought to be rebuked. The church is 
the pillar and ground of truth, not a summer day 
camp with spiritualized games, entertainment, 
and recreational activities (1 Tim. 3:15).

That being said, a Vacation Bible School can 
be a great tool in teaching the gospel. With many 
children out of school for a good portion of the 
summer, it is an excellent opportunity to have a 
special series of Bible classes. During the school 
year it can be difficult to gather a group of young 
people for more than a day or two. With a long 
break in the summer months an extended series 
of studies can take place that allow for more in-
depth concentration on a subject.
ConCenTraTeD STuDIeS

Churches routinely host specific Bible studies 
for the benefit of various segments of people. 
This is a sound practice based on Titus 2:1-
10, where Paul breaks down brethren into 
older men, older women, younger women, and 
younger men. It is an acknowledgement that 
different groups need teaching directed at their 
level of growth and relative situation in life.

A week of lessons focused on school-
aged children will help them to gain greater 

knowledge, maturity, and zeal for the Lord. The 
lessons might be about any number of things 
that will help them as they live in a world of trials, 
temptations, ignorance, and opposition to truth. 
Some themes might include:

 Creation VS. Evolution
 The Reliability of the Bible
 The Existence of God
 Respect For Authority
 Choosing Friends
Children need to be taught and strengthened 

against the influences of the world. While it is the 
parents’ duty, namely the father’s, to teach them, 
the church has a role too (Eph. 6:4).
beneFITS To The ChurCh

Beyond the growth of children who regularly 
attend services, a VBS is an occasion to invite 
other young people to study the Bible (Mk. 
16:15). If conducted properly, the visitors can be 
greatly impressed with the difference between 
what they normally experience and a true 
vacation BIBLE school. Thus, doors may be 
opened to entire families through the children. 
Also, why not offer classes for adults at the same 
time?

Additionally, members have another occasion 
to work in the Lord’s kingdom. All can invite 
others to attend. Some might apply their talents 
in preparing materials, helping set up the 
classes, or creating invitations. As Christians 
engage in the work, they grow.

A VBS also provides an opportunity for a 
number of people to grow by teaching the 
classes. The teacher always learns and benefits 
more than the students. Thus, the church can 
develop teachers, including high school or 
college-aged Christians. This always adds a 
layer of strength and maturity to a church.
maTerIaLS

Puppets are not needed. Children can learn 
without all the props. So, the excuse of “how can 
we make all the stuff needed” is not really a 
reason to avoid a VBS.

VaCaTiOn BiBle sChOOl

steven deaton 

VBS
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As with any other teaching done by the 
congregation, it must first be biblically sound 
(2 Tim. 4:2; 1 Pet. 4:11). It should be directed 
and developed for the audience, that is, tailored 
to a degree to the different age levels. The 
content should also be solid, not shallow. Many 
materials on the market are so watered down 
good teachers spend about as much time trying 
to beef up the content as they would starting from 
scratch.

If you do not want to develop your own 
material or labor to strengthen weak content, 
then you might want look at Shaping Hearts or 
other materials offered by CEI Bookstore. You 
can contact them at 855-492-6657 or www.
CEIbooks.com to find out more.

Steven F. Deaton has worked with the Hebron 
Lane church of Christ in Shepherdsville, KY 
since 2004. You may visit his website at www.
ImplantedWord.com

VaCaTiOn BiBle sChOOl
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  6

Shaping Hearts for God 
Vacation Bible School 
Sample Kits  
44.99
These kits allow you to review the 
material and choose the theme you 
wish to study.

Themes include:  Journeys for Jesus (#SHVBS) 
WOW!  Did Jesus Really Do That? (SHVBS2) 

VBS Sample kit includes the following:
• VBS Coordinator's Guide
•	1 Teacher's Lesson Guide
• Sample of Students' Workbooks
• Samples of Supplemental Materials
• Door Graphics
• Accent Graphics
• Group Sign/ Advertising Poster
• Character Graphics
• Certificate
• Name Tag

Effective Preaching As Paul 
Did It 
Sam Binkley, Jr.  

1584271671  

10.99
Gospel preachers will benefit from studying the preaching 
of the apostle Paul. This book examines Paul's preaching 
with an aim to helping us become more effective in the 
kingdom.

Effectively Teaching 
Adult Bible Class  
Charles Willis  

1584272342  

9.99
Charles Willis has provided a valuable work 
to help all teachers improve their adult Bible 

classes.  A practical book for improving adult Bible classes.

to order any of 
these featured items

855.49.booKS or 
www.CeIbooks.com

BOOKS

Truth
Magazine

Men’s Training Class
Johnie & Johnie Paul Edwards 

ED04 

5.99
This study would benefit any man taking 
a public role in worship and would be 
helpful practical information for a young 
preacher who is often called to these 

types of public service.

Eight lesson series for the men of the church to help 
in their public service unto the Lord. Begin seeing a 
difference as men apply themselves to these teachings. 
Lesson 1; What Doth the Lord Require of Thee? Lesson 
2; Overcoming Stage Fright Lesson 3; Making the 
Announcements Lesson 4; Reading the Scriptures Lesson 
5; Leading Prayer Lesson 6; Serving the Lord's Supper 
Lesson 7; Leading the Singing Lesson 8; Making A Talk
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believe that one of the greatest needs in the 
Lord’s church today is for young men to be 
trained to preach the gospel. Think about it. 
In any other profession training is required, 
whether it be an electrician, welder, plumber, 
or doctor. Even when a young person is 

hired to work at a fast-food restaurant, training is 
required. 

However in this case, we are talking about 
those who are responsible to handle accurately 
the word of truth (2 Tim. 2:15), the inspired 
Scriptures (2 Tim. 3:16), and the words of eternal 
life (John 6:68). So then, it should come as no 
surprise that we should expect and demand some 
training for a man who is charged to: “Preach 
the word! Be ready in season and out of season. 
Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering 
and teaching” (2 Tim. 4:2). 

Of course, the Lord does not require any 
degrees or initials by our name in order for us to 
be qualified to preach. However, the Lord does 
require certain characteristics (see 1 Timothy, 
2 Timothy, and Titus) from those who would 
“preach the word,” and summer training programs 
can help immensely with this. 

Briefly consider the teaching and training that 
young Timothy received from Paul during those 
crucial years he traveled and worked side-by-side 
with the great apostle (Acts 16-20). In fact, Paul 
fully expected Timothy to pass on that instruction 
to other men. “And the things that you have heard 
from me among many witnesses, commit these to 
faithful men who will be able to teach others also” 
(2 Tim. 2:2). Should we not do the same? 

Surely we would not expect a young man to 
possess the knowledge, ability, and experience 
to preach if local churches do not take the time 
and make the necessary efforts to train them. I 
am so thankful to God for the four congregations 
that helped me a great deal in my training and 
development as a gospel preacher. 

When I first expressed a desire to preach 
around the age of 18, I was tremendously 
blessed to be invited by the elders of the Silver 

Street church of Christ in New Albany, Indiana to 
participate in their summer training program. Talk 
about being “green” or “wet behind the ears” – 
that certainly described me when I arrived there 
in the summer of 1993. That being the case, it’s 
hard to imagine a better arrangement for me 
personally than to be able to work with and learn 
from Guy Roberson. 

Brother Roberson possessed a lot of great 
qualities that made the arrangement ideal for a 
young man in a summer training program. He 
was very patient with me and attentive to me. He 
spent a great deal of time with me each week. 

1. After I preached a lesson, he would 
go over my sermons with me and give me 
helpful pointers. Even on one occasion when I 
unintentionally taught something wrong, he kindly 
corrected my misunderstanding and explained 
the truth clearly to me (Acts 18:26). 

2. He gave me a workbook on “Authority” by 
Billy Moore that contained around 26 lessons, 
and would go over those lessons with me each 
week (Col. 3:17). Allow me to add here how 
important it is for all young men who desire to 
preach to also thoroughly study, understand, and 
respect the authority of the Bible. I’m convinced 
this one area alone would have such a profound 
effect upon the content and soundness of 
preaching today (I Cor. 4:6; Gal. 1:6-9; 2 Tim. 
4:1-5)! 

3. He would take me with him to visit the sick 
in homes and hospitals (Matt. 25:36). 

4. He would take me with him to visitations and 
funerals (Eccl. 7:2). 

5. He would have me over in his home to 
eat lunch and visit with him and his sweet wife 
Juanita (Rom. 12:13). 

6. He gave me two very important books to 
aid me in my teaching and preaching – Strong’s 
Exhaustive Concordance and Vine’s Expository 
Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words. I 
still have them, cherish them, and use them.  

Not only did I gain experience from the 

summer Training prOgram fOr a 
YOung man WhO WanTs TO preaCh
Jesse FloWeRs

I
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preaching opportunities, but also teaching Bible 
classes, doing studies with the young people in 
the members’ homes, speaking on the radio (with 
Greg Litmer), and writing articles for the bulletin.

The encouragement I regularly received 
from Guy, the elders, and the members was 
so important at the early age and stage of my 
development as a preacher (Acts 11:21-23). 
In fact, I’m convinced that more young men 
would preach if they also received the sort of 
encouragement and constructive criticism that I 
received along the way (1 Thess. 5:11). 

I was also greatly helped in the training I 
received at the Danville church of Christ in 
Kentucky when I spent the summer of 1994 
working with Steve Wolfgang. I, of course, gained 
more experience in preaching sermons. I taught 
the high school Bible class. Once again I did Bible 
studies with the young people. Steve studied 
restoration history with me (1 Pet. 4:11). I was 
able to grow in my ability to write bulletin articles 
as well as teach God’s Word on the radio. 

I then spent the next two summers in Bancroft, 
Ontario working with a small congregation. In 
the summer of 1995, David Dann and I worked 
together, and the next summer I was there by 
myself. This work was unique in a number of 
ways. For the first time I was not working and 
learning from an older preacher. I gained a lot 
of needed experience from teaching adult Bible 
classes (Heb. 5:12-14). And those two summers 
helped me tremendously in personal evangelism 
with doing cold door-knocking and teaching home 
Bible studies (Matt. 9:37-38).

And then finally, in the summer of 1997 I 
was invited to come work with Terry Slack in 
Marion, Indiana at the Woodland Hills church of 
Christ. Naturally, I continued to grow and gain 
more experience as I developed and preached 
sermons, taught the high school class on Sunday 
morning, and the adult Bible class on Wednesday 
nights. I continued to write bulletin articles. I did 
Bible studies with the young people. Terry also 
spent a lot of time with me each week in the work 
that we did. He helped me in a number of ways, 
especially in helping me become much more 
effective in teaching the lost the gospel (Mark 
16:15-16). This phase of my life was really crucial 
as I was about to make the transition to full-time 
preaching. 

Something else that was very special about 
that summer was the two intense weeks that I 
spent with other men in the preacher-training 
program of the Ellettsville, Indiana church of 
Christ. Countless younger and older men have 
been taught sound doctrine about the work of the 
preacher through the years by the tireless efforts 
of Johnie, Johnie Paul, and John Isaac Edwards 
(as well as others). The Guardian of Truth 
Foundation provided each student with many 
Bible related books and material. 

I look back with great fondness and gratitude 
upon all of these congregations for providing me 
with the opportunity to develop into a preacher 
of the gospel. I was fortunate to take a number 
of Bible college courses that no doubt helped 
increase my knowledge a great deal. However, it 
was these summer training programs that helped 
me the most in being the preacher that I am 
today. 

I am so thankful for the many churches that 
continue to offer to help train young men to 
preach the gospel. I hope and pray that more 
churches will become involved in this noble and 
rewarding work. Of course, it is vital that the 
young man work with a preacher and eldership 
that are sound in the faith (Titus 1:9, 13; 2:1-
2). And it is crucial that the young man be an 
example to the believers, so that the brethren 
will have no reason to despise his youth (1 Tim. 
4:12). 

Long ago the apostle Paul penned these 
words: “For ‘whoever calls on the name of the 
LORD shall be saved.’ How then shall they call 
on Him in whom they have not believed? And 
how shall they believe in Him of whom they have 
not heard? And how shall they hear without a 
preacher? And how shall they preach unless 
they are sent? As it is written: ‘How beautiful 
are the feet of those who preach the gospel of 
peace, who bring glad tidings of good things!’” 
(Rom. 10:13-15). Elders, older preachers, and 
brethren everywhere – there is a desperate 
need in this lost and dying world for more faithful 
gospel preachers! Will you rise to the need and 
challenge to train young men that desire to 
preach the gospel of peace? The Lord is counting 
on you to say “Yes!” 

summer Training prOgram fOr a YOung man WhO WanTs TO preaCh
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  8
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hat are your plans for this 
summer? Relax? Grill out? 
Tackle the yard? Take a well 
deserved vacation? All these 
are wholesome activities, but 
what are your specific plans 

to lead your family closer together and closer 
to the Lord? God is blessing you with three 
short months to purposefully use or mindlessly 
squander. Thirteen weeks to redeem the time 
with your family (Eph. 5:16). Ninety days that 
your children will remember for the rest of their 
lives. Two thousand one hundred sixty hours to 
treasure or regret. How many parents with grown 
children wish they could go back in time and 
have just one “do over” summer? 
I wILL Draw my FamILy CLoSer 
TogeTher ThIS Summer 
beCauSe: 

1. The average family will drift apart this 
summer. According to current statistics the 
average family will NOT spend much time 
together. Average parents will have only 5.5 
minutes of meaningful conversation with their 
children per day (A.C. Nielson Company) 
and 57% won’t even make time to eat a meal 
together (Journal of American Medicine). Thirty-
three percent of those who do eat together do 
so with the television on. This same distracted 
parent, however, will find time to spend seven 
hours surfing the internet and thirty-four hours 
watching television each week. Children are 
embracing this era of disconnection, led by their 
parents, and this summer the children will spend 
more than fifty-three hours a week on electronic 
media such as cell phones, I-pads, video games, 
and computers (USAToday, January 20, 2010). 
If you have no specific, intentional plan to 
unite your family this summer, your family unit 
will be like most others following the path of 
least resistance, which leads down the road of 
mindless, worldly, electronic entertainment. 

2. Satan is determined to separate and 
destroy my family unit. What is so dangerous 
about the previously listed time statistics? Listen 
to the powerful words of the angel Gabriel, “who 

stands in the presence of God” (Luke 1:19). 
This messenger of the Almighty explained to 
Zacharias that one of the main purposes for 
John’s ministry would be to prepare the world for 
the coming Christ by turning “the hearts of the 
fathers to the children” (Luke 1:17). Satan fully 
understands the converse of this point. In order 
to harden the world against Jesus, he must turn 
the hearts of the fathers away from the children. 
Satan must distract, preoccupy, and divide the 
family unit. If I do not make time for my children 
this summer, Satan certainly will. “Unless the 
Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who 
build it” (Psa. 127:1). 

3. Time with my family is an immeasurable 
blessing from God. “But I’m tired . . . I’ve been 
working all day . . . I need a break . . . I need 
some ‘me’ time.” These thoughts race through 
our minds as we try to justify telling our children 
for the umpteenth time, “Not now, honey. Run 
along and go play another violent video game or 
watch another disrespectful, sexually charged 
TV show.” This is your moment of opportunity. 
Do not fail in this. Time is a gift from God, to be 
used to HIS glory. God’s protective blessing can 
be bestowed through the efforts of purposeful, 
determined parents. (a) God surrounds the 
blessed man with peaceful family time. “Your 
wife shall be like a fruitful vine in the very heart 
of your house, your children like olive plants all 
around your table” (Psa. 128:1-4). (b) Family 
time is a reprieve to the godly man who lives 
in a wicked world. As Solomon describes the 
numerous vanities of living in this unjust world, 
he repeatedly concludes, “Live joyfully with 
the wife whom you love . . . there is nothing 
better under the sun than to eat, drink and be 
merry” (Eccl. 9:9; 8:15; 5:18; 3:12-13). Do not 
let the injustice of life discourage, distract, and 
distance you. Go home and enjoy your family. 
(c) The time you invest in your family now will 
return exponential blessings upon you later. 
“Children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit 
of the womb is His reward. Like arrows in the 
hand of a warrior, so are the children of one’s 
youth. Happy is the man who has his quiver 
full of them; they shall not be ashamed, but 

kevin d. Maxey

summer: Time aVailaBle fOr 
draWing ClOser TO familY
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shall speak with their enemies in the gate” (Psa. 
127:3-5). (d) Family time not only blesses your 
future but blesses the future of your children 
and your children’s children. “You shall teach 
them diligently to your children, and shall talk of 
them when you sit in your house, when you walk 
by the way, when you lie down, and when you 
rise up” (Deut. 6:7). This focused daily, hourly 
family time will bless “you, your sons, and your 
grandsons all the days of your life, and that your 
days may be prolonged” (Deut. 6:2; 11:18-21). 
(e) Family time is a training ground for future 
leaders of the kingdom. “If a man does not know 
how to rule his own house, how will he take care 
of the church of God?”(1 Tim. 3:4-5). Consider 
the negative example of the leader Eli who 
did not invest time in his children. Unthinkable 
and irreparable physical and spiritual damage 
followed (1 Sam. 2-4). This is not complicated. 
God wants to bless you. You just need to listen 
to His word, trust Him, and build your family His 
way. 

4. Without a specific, decisive plan I am 
sure to fail. “Where there is no vision, the people 
perish” (Prov. 28:19). This is Satan’s moment. He 
is craftily armed, and in pursuit of the souls of our 
children.

After one more week of near exhaustion of 
our family running in twenty different directions 
(soccer practices and games, boy scouts, music 
lessons, American heritage girls, karate, home 
school groups, birthday parties, sleepovers), 
I had had enough! A good parent keeps their 
children involved in multiple activities, right? God 
did not charge anyone else with the blessing 
of nurturing and admonishing my children. He 
charged fathers, and gave fathers their own 
“family pack.” I am not saying that outside 
activities are wrong, but I do caution that an 
overloaded social calendar that routinely divides 
the family unit is detrimental to the health of 
the family. Before committing to another event 
you must ask yourself, “Does this strengthen or 
splinter the family unit?”

So I called a family meeting and we gathered 
around the white board. I asked my children 
(ages 2-12), “What do you want us to do together 
as a family?” They quickly threw up their hands 

in excitement and said they wanted to go to the 
library, do crafts, and building projects, shoot 
their bb guns and bow and arrows, read books, 
have game nights, go to the Recreation Center, 
take fun field trip outings, etc. I also led them 
with questions like, “What does God want us to 
do?” Their solemn answers were that God wants 
our hearts, our worship, thoughtful time in His 
word, and purposeful times of actively serving 
others. Together, we charted out our own family 
schedule: Monday is Library night, Tuesday is 
Craft Night, Wednesday is Bible class, Thursday 
is Rec. center night, Friday is family game night, 
Saturday we do a family work project and a 
family fun project, and Sunday we worship God 
and give ourselves and our home to hospitality. 
Every night that is not a worship assembly night 
we have a 5-15 minute devotion. Once a week 
the children pick someone to serve – by writing 
a card, making cookies, paying a visit, etc. And 
once a week I have a one-on-one meeting with 
each child for 5-10 minutes during which we 
discuss progress, correction, praise, and any 
concerns each child wants to discuss in private.

Now it’s your turn. Look at this upcoming 
summer as a trial period. You have thirteen 
weeks. What will you make of this gift from God? 
Mindless “me” time? Or, time becoming mighty in 
the LORD?

Turn off the TV, shut down the internet, get 
off Facebook and Pinterest, turn off the cell 
phone,Gameboys, iPads, Kindles, and the 
Wii and TURN ON the spiritual hearts of your 
children. Get out a pen, notepad, calendar and 
a Bible. Determine now to make this summer 
a mindful, meaningful, positive, and purposeful 
investment with the gift of time.

Kevin preaches for the Port Royal church of Christ in 
Spring Hill, Tennessee. He and his wife Jennifer are 
blessed to share family time with their five children.

summer: Time aVailaBle fOr draWing ClOser TO familY
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The kids are out of school, the weather has 
turned everyone outside, the lake beckons, and 
there is finally time to have some fun! Mom and 
dad do not have to worry about getting the kids 
to bed at a “reasonable hour.” There is time to 
take that vacation to the mountains the family 
has been waiting for. For two solid months the 
normal routine of daily living is thrown off and it is 
time to relax. 

Amid all of this rapturous freedom let us not 
forget about our brethren! Sure, we all need 
recreation time – even Jesus took breaks 
from his normal routine. Sure, we all need to 
spend time with our families – Jesus took time 
out with His family and close friends. But we 
also must be careful about wasting time. We 
still have responsibilities to our brethren. Paul 
wrote in Ephesians 5:15-16, “See then that you 
walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, 
redeeming the time, because the days are 
evil.” The context continues with the need to 

understand God’s will, to admonish one another 
in song, and to submit to one another. Thus, 
redeeming the time in part requires attention to 
our brethren and summer provides the perfect 
additional opportunity to “stir up love and good 
works” (Heb. 10:24)

By all means take that vacation. Sleep in a 
little if you can. Take the boat out on the lake. 
But do not forget about your brethren. Just as 
you have a little more time, so do they. Take 
advantage of the fact that the new couple at 
church with three kids does not have to worry 
about early bed times and invite them over for 
dinner and conversation. If you do not have 
children, or perhaps home school your own, it 
is easy to forget how difficult having children 
in public school can be. Summer provides the 
perfect opportunity to get around that. Take 
advantage of the good weather and invite 
people to go fishing or boating with you (or 
readily accept an invitation to do so). Everyone 
has his fishing buddies, but cast the net wider 
while you can – you just might be surprised at 
the company. You might invite brethren to learn 
a new hobby. Several years ago some of the 
men from my home congregation decided to 
learn to scuba dive. Several men were asked, a 
few learned, and closer friendships were made! 
Some were recent converts, some old hands. 
Some were teenagers, some older men. 

MiChael Walls

Time aVailaBle fOr spending Time 
WiTh fellOW ChrisTians



t
r

u
t

h
 

m
a

g
a

z
i
n

e
 

|
 

J
u

n
e

 
2

0
1

3
 

|
 

C
e

i
B

o
o

k
s

.
C

o
m

13

Time aVailaBle fOr spending Time WiTh fellOW ChrisTians
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1 2

Several men who have come since have also 
learned, and the circle of friendship widened 
further. The point is, take advantage of the 
greater recreational opportunities to get to know 
your brethren better, you will not regret it. I 
write this as a man, but you ladies can do much 
the same thing. For example, more than once 
several of the ladies have taken a short vacation 
together, without husbands and kids, for much 
needed bonding time. It works! Take the initiative 
and do something with your brethren; do not wait 
for them to ask you. 

The summer is not all about recreation, 
however. More time can and should also be 
devoted to Bible study. Many congregations 
of God’s people schedule meetings during the 
summer so that more people can attend. Go! 
Do not make excuses! Redeem the time! Meet 
new brethren, see old friends, and hear different 
preachers proclaim God’s Word (I know I get 
tired of hearing myself preach week in and week 
out). Florida College and other entities offer 
various camps held during the summer where 
young people can congregate. There are often 
opportunities to attend or hold vacation Bible 
schools. At my congregation we typically have 
a much more wide open Bible class format 
on Sunday mornings, choosing special topics 
of particular interest to the local body. Often 
men’s training classes and teacher training 
classes are held during the summer. Over and 
above these types of congregational activities, 
summer affords us more opportunity for small 
Bible studies as well, and for the same reasons 
it affords more time for recreation – the children 
are freer which frees the parents as well. I am 
certainly not saying that we can avoid these 
things during the school year only to “catch up” 
on them during the summer. Far from it, but we 

should not squander the opportunities summer 
provides either.

Paul, in laying out the qualities of a sound 
church in his letter to Titus, makes reference to 
several characteristics that are applicable to our 
discussion. Older men and women are to be 
examples to the younger men and women on 
how to behave in general, with their spouses, 
and with other brethren. Is it possible to teach 
or learn proper behavior in the roughly four 
hours per week we spend at church where we 
are largely engaged in sitting and listening? 
I say no, this can only be done via constant 
contact – contact that can often be boosted 
during the summer months. James urges 
Christians, “Confess your trespasses to one 
another, and pray for one another. . .” (James 
5:16). Again I ask, can this be accomplished in 
the short time we spend together in church? No, 
I do not believe so. While “going forward” after 
an invitation has its uses, it is not really what 
James was referring to. Rather it is only through 
constant meaningful contact that we learn to trust 
one another, rely on one another, and to confide 
in one another. Can an elder “oversee” his flock 
(1 Pet. 5:2) if he is not constantly out among the 
flock seeing how they live and move, himself a 
part of that flock? Of course not, that is absurd. 

Many other commands, such as, “Be kindly 
affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in 
honor giving preference to one another” (Rom. 
12:10) or “This is My commandment, that you 
love one another as I have loved you” (John 
15:12) or even “For you, brethren, have been 
called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an 
opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve 
one another. For all the law is fulfilled in one 
word, even in this: ‘You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself’” (Gal. 5:13), cannot possibly be 
fulfilled in four hours time. So, once again, while 
you are contemplating all the things you will be 
able to do during the summer months, do not 
neglect your brethren. Just as you have more 
time, so do they. 

Now go and use your time wisely and 
profitably! 

Michael Walls has been preaching at the Westside 
Church of Christ in Killeen, TX since 2006.

More time can and 
should also be devoted to 
Bible study.
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dle hands are the devil’s workshop. While 
that statement is not Scripture, it is true. It 
is illustrated by the Lord’s story about the 
man who rid himself of an evil spirit but put 
nothing in its place and he was overtaken 
again (Luke 11:24-26). Summer time is 

down time for our children; therefore, it can be 
a spiritually dangerous time. In years gone by 
young people worked jobs along with going to 
school so that when summer arrived they just 
spent more time with their jobs they already 
had. Today, our modern American society is 
different. There is a great premium placed on 
education and learning. We spend our school 
years studying, studying, and more studying, and 
when summer arrives, we are FREE! While it is 
good to take a break from time to time and go on 
a vacation, it is important to remember what we 
as parents are trying to do with our children. We 
want to prepare them to be able to stand on their 
own two feet one day. Scripture says, “Each one 
shall bear his own load” (Gal. 6:5). Our children 
should learn this early. In fact, they should be 
reminded that all their schooling and part-time 
working is leading them to full-time work to 
provide a living for themselves one day. Summer 
time is a great time to instill this training. 

Train up a child in the way he should go; 
even when he is old he will not depart from it  
(Prov. 22:6). 
Summer time should not be lazy time. 

Scripture says much about the lazy man and it 
never put a positive spin on being lazy.

A slack hand causes poverty, 
but the hand of the diligent makes rich. 
He who gathers in summer is a prudent son, 
but he who sleeps in harvest is a son who  
brings shame (Prov. 10:4-5). 

The sluggard does not plow in the   
 by reason of the cold; therefore shall he beg in 
harvest, and have nothing (Prov. 20:4). 

Further, we know how important work is to 
God.  

By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, 
till you return to the ground (Gen. 3:19). 
For even when we were with you, we would 
give you this command: if anyone is not willing 
to work, let him not eat (2 Thess. 3:10). 
Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord 
and not for men, knowing that from the Lord 
you will receive the inheritance as your reward. 
You are serving the Lord Christ (Col. 3:23-24). 

I remind young people to treat school as their 
work and they should work hard unto the Lord. 
When school ends then they should find some 
other type of work. Godly parents should help 
them do this. Nothing can be better for them. At a 
young age give special house projects and yard 
projects that require them to labor and sweat. 
Show them much satisfaction comes from a job 
well done. God had satisfaction when He finished 
His creative labor and saw “it was very good” 
(Gen. 1:31). Having been made in His image 

 

Time aVailaBle fOr YOung peOple TO 
learn TO WOrk
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I remind young people 

to treat school as their 
work and they should 

work hard unto the Lord. 
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we can feel such satisfaction from our labor, too. 
Parents should also not neglect our spiritual work 
during summer breaks but lead by example. This 
is a great opportunity to take our children door-
knocking in the community.

In high school I worked different jobs for 
different companies. You learn the importance 
of being on time, working with others, and the 
reward for hard work. It is also true that these 
lessons are learned while working with the saints 
locally. However, with secular work you earn a 
wage that begins to demonstrate you can live 
off of your labor. One of my first jobs was a fast 
food restaurant. It was hard work, and it also 
taught me that I didn’t always want to work fast 
food. I did it for over a year and learned many 
lessons from it, even if one of the lessons was 
I don’t want to do this forever! Don’t let your 
children think they are above such labor. There 
are lessons to be learned from any good honest 
labor (1 Thess. 4:11). 

During my college summers I spent time 
honing and closing the gap on what I wanted 
to do for work. My degree was in Computer 
Science, so I did some internships along 

those lines. I also had a desire to preach the 
gospel and so I spent three summers working 
with different preachers and churches. When 
graduation day came, I knew what I wanted to 
do. I chose to preach the gospel and am thankful 
I did. I knew the “pay” was not going to be equal 
between the two choices. But you learn that “pay” 
is not what life is all about. We must provide for 
our own, and sometimes preachers must work 
secularly in order to do that. Working secularly at 
an early age gives you skills you can use again if 
necessary. It was the summer time that allowed 
me to test these waters. And it will do the same 
for your children, too. Let us train our young 
children. We would love for them to be children 
forever always in our care, but that is not realistic. 
Treasure your daily moments together, but if we 
truly love them then we want them to have a 
happy life. And life goes beyond childhood. And 
Scripture says you can’t have a happy life without 
a strong work ethic.

Steve Monts preaches in Franklin, KY working with 
the brethren at 31-W North church of Christ. Steve 
has labored in Franklin for over eleven years. All 
quotes from ESV.
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ith summer here, the schooling 
schedule over, longer days of 
sunlight, families everywhere 
are looking forward to a bit of 
respite from the daily grind of 
the everyday work week. Albert 

Camus wrote: “In the midst of winter, I found 
there was within me an invincible summer, and 
it made me happy because that no matter how 
hard the world pushes against me, within me 
there’s something stronger – something better, 
pushing right back.” Summer certainly is a great 
time to relax, build a better relationship with 
your family and enjoy God’s creation. When set 
against the starkness of its opposing season 
it might be better seen as a great time for 
productivity and growth. 
8 Key prInCIpLeS For 
SuCCeSSFuL growTh

1. Spiritual growth is a choice. Spiritual growth 
does not happen by accident. You must make it your 
intention to grow> You choose to refine yourself and 
it begins with that decision. Just as a child moves to 
maturity, the Bible reminds us that our faith makes 
that same journey. “. . .like newborn babes, long for 
the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in 
respect to salvation” (1 Pet. 2:2). Growth will afford 
us not only new strength, but greater responsibility 
as well. Each step forward is a commitment to 
choose God, to choose His will, to pick up your 
cross, and to follow after Him. We must know His 
will in order to accomplish it. Bury yourself in His 
word, study and meditate upon it.

2. Spiritual growth is incremental. When we 
sing the sweet refrain “Each step I take just leads 
me closer home,”1 we acknowledge that our journey 
comes one step at a time. We see it in the creation 
around us; little ones stumble then run; mutter, then 
speak. So it will be as we walk closer to and with the 
Christ. What was a dim lantern hard to see through 
the chaos and confusion of our world becomes a 
blazing fire where we find shelter in the strength of 
the Lord and in His path. We grow with each step as 
a bit more of the world’s ideals are left behind and 
we become more like the Son.
1 Mercer.

3. Spiritual growth is personal. In Paul’s letter 
to Ephesus it is affirmed that we all profit from our 
part in the body's growth, but it stems from our 
individual willingness to do our part. “But speaking 
the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into 
Him, who is the head, even Christ, from whom the 
whole body, being fitted and held together by that 
which every joint supplies, according to the proper 
working of each individual part, causes the growth 
of the body for the building up of itself in love” (Eph. 
4:15-16). No matter how hard one may try, you can’t 
force someone to grow; he has to desire it enough 
to show the needed discipline. You can be a positive 
example in the lives of others when you are growing 
spiritually. Your growth can inspire others to seek 
change in their lives. 

4. Spiritual growth is practical. James Anthony 
Froude wrote: “You cannot dream yourself into a 
character; you must hammer and forge yourself 
one.”2 A vital tool to help us grow into more zealous 
and effective disciples is only found “outside the 
camp”. Far too often, we shy from opportunities that 
require effort or a pushing out of our comfort zone. 
I encourage the young men to spend time assisting 
our elders as they visit the flock. This not only 
strengthens their connection to the shepherds but 
it allows them to see a living faith as they deal with 
the challenges that it affords. Young men and old 
alike can grow by other means as well. Put together 
a devotional talk or invitation, start a small group 
Bible study and invite a teacher to come with you if 
you’re unready to lead, attend the gospel meetings 
in your area. Seek out ways to care for others who 
need your help. The same is true for young women. 
Sometimes we read the text in Titus 2, and box 
it up in a neat class study. Great gain is found in 
time spent with one another in day-to-day settings 
sharing a positive example. Women can make plans 
to serve together; visit the sick and shut-ins (You 
will all be encouraged by it.), care for the elderly of 
your congregation who may need assistance with 
2 Froude, 1849.

PhiliP MaRtin

Time fOr spiriTual grOWTh

W ...a great time for 
productivity and growth. 
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chores or meals, summer is a great time to maintain 
and improve the meeting place of the saints, share 
the bounty of your summer garden, spend time 
together creating and implementing children’s Bible 
class material, and take advantage of the numerous 
summer gospel meetings by making plans for 
your families to travel together to hear the gospel 
preached. 

5. Spiritual growth is building relationships. 
We profit best from our effort to grow when we share 
it with others. Hebrews 10:24-25 reads: “. . .let us 
consider how to stimulate one another to love and 
good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling 
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging 
one another; and all the more, as you see the 
day drawing near.” Make sure to include plans to 
assemble with Christians while you are on vacation 
this summer. I know it is tough sometimes to find 
a place to worship, but the effort is always worth it. 
You set a great example to your friends, family, and 
brethren back home and you will be built up by the 
experience as well. You might even decide to plan 
a trip around spiritual things. A number of Christians 
plan trips to Israel and the Bible lands, attend 
summer camps together, participate in singing 
classes, or visit museums with special exhibits that 
pertain to God and His word.

6. Spiritual growth is multifaceted. Train your 
weakness. When working toward progress in any 
endeavor it will entail success in spite of failures and 
triumphs over weakness. In fact Paul wrote: “And 
He has said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, 
for power is perfected in weakness.’ Most gladly, 
therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, 
that the power of Christ may dwell in me” (2 Cor. 
12:9). We need to become fully mature, not tied 
to a corner of comfort where we do just enough to 
get by. How much is that? God expects us to work 
towards our full potential for Him. You do not want to 
be a child of His trying to reach some bare minimum 
requirement. Recall the slave who was entrusted 
with one talent, which he hid in the ground. It didn’t 
end well for him. “Throw out the worthless slave 
into the outer darkness; in that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matt. 25:30). You 
will never achieve the full scope of what you might 
do for the Kingdom by never trying to build on your 
faith and improve your weaknesses. 

7. Spiritual growth is cyclic. A huge blow to 
any planned growth is the dreaded plateau; no 
longer seeing any dramatic change we choose to 
ignore the long term goals. Hebrews 2:1 notes: “For 
this reason we must pay much closer attention to 
what we have heard, lest we drift away from it.” It is 
imperative that we not only recognize the danger of 
the plateaus of our spiritual journey, but that we plan 
for them toward our success. Pick smaller goals, 
ones that can be achieved in the midst of greater 
matters. Maintaining our faith and zeal is crucial 
during the slow seasons, even in the shortness of 
one solitary summer. Allow Paul to encourage you 
when you’re losing steam, “Brethren, I do not regard 
myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I 
do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward 
to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for 
the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus” 
(Phil. 3:13).

8. Spiritual growth is in Jesus. The most 
poignant fact about our growth is that it must be in 
Jesus. In Galatians 2:20-21 the Spirit provided Paul 
these words: “I have been crucified with Christ; and 
it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and 
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith 
in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered 
Himself up for me. I do not nullify the grace of 
God; for if righteousness comes through the Law, 
then Christ died needlessly.” Paul aptly describes 
the practical part of being a disciple of Christ. We 
through our willingness to mold and craft our hearts 
after His, take on His goals, His vision, and His plan. 
As we continue through life our willingness to do so 
is evident in every facet of our existence. We lead 
more like Him, we love more like Him, and we serve 
more like Him. By maintaining and growing our faith 
in this life we will ensure a life to come with our King.

worKS CITeD
Froude, J. A. (1849). The Nemesis of Faith. London, 
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aking a break from serving the Lord, just 
like taking a break from work or school; 
too busy having fun to think about God, 
etc.

Dramatic change in American society 
came with the Industrial Revolution. 

Gone were the days when a family lived in their 
workshop, working as a family nearly every day. 
Young men and women instead spent 40-60 
hour work weeks in a factory owned by someone 
else, coming home in the evenings or weekends 
with less to do than before. Cue the American 
entertainment industry! Plays, shows, sporting 
events, and day trip destinations clamored for 
American “free time.” A century later, we have 
more free time than ever and invest more energy, 
money, and time to recreation and entertainment.

Recreation seems less of an opportunity, 
and more of a “right” demanded by employees 
and students across the country. Young or old, 
we expect what’s owed to us: “me time” and 
“retreats” from our responsibilities. In a country 
“living for the weekend,” we fall prey to our 
culture’s motivation and behavior. We need to 
fight back. Godliness, devotion to God, is not 
something we should recreate from. Godliness is 
what we should spend time on.

Think for yourself, “What does the Bible 
say about play?” Paul used sport metaphors 
(1 Cor. 9:24-27), and David “played” a harp (1 
Sam. 16:16-17), but play for its own sake is 
a rare Bible idea. On the positive side, Isaiah 
11:8 describes the peace and rest found in the 
Lord with the phrase, “The nursing child shall 
play over the hole of the cobra.” Exodus 32:6 
expresses what I think is the strongest reference: 
“And the people sat down to eat and drink and 
rose up to play.” In Exodus, “play” is connected 
to reckless abandon of God’s commands forty 
days after “seeing” God. Paul quotes this phrase 
in 1 Corinthians 10:7 with the expressed purpose 
of discouraging us from engaging in idolatry 
today. And isn’t play idolatrous today? We slug 
it out in a cubicle just to get the chance to sit for 
hours in front of TV, video games, and movies, or 
to vacation “away from it all.”

God made us for work, not recreation, 
entertainment, and play. Some may think that 
Adam was cursed with work, but Genesis 1:26-
31 and 2:15 speaks to the contrary. Placed in the 
garden, Adam was commanded “to work it and 
keep it.” In God’s image, we are workers. Sin has 
cursed our ground with thorns and pain, but we 
were designed for work. Devotion to recreation 
and play is not in God’s image; hard work and 
devotion to righteousness is.

And yet, God did rest on the seventh day. I 
don’t think God’s rest is the same as recreation 
and play. Rest in the Bible is provision from 
the Lord. Consider in Exodus 16:22-26, when 
the Israelites gathered Manna on a Friday for 
the first time. They all gathered two omers 
each, apparently without even trying to! God 
provided double for them on the Friday, so 

that they could rest on Saturday. Their rest on 
the Sabbath was possible because of God. 
Consider the commands to release slaves 
and debts on the seventh year. Though they 
taught mercy and forgiveness, they also forced 
the Israelites to depend on God for provisions 
rather than themselves. The Sabbath rests 
were not vacations from the daily grind, but 
active fulfillment of blessings from God. I think 
that’s what the author of Hebrews wants us to 
understand in chapter 4. There is a Sabbath rest 
we look for and hope to receive from God. It’s not 
entertainment, recreation, or play. Instead it is the 
peaceful blessing of godly rest from our labors.

A family that “lives for the weekend” will not 
live for God. Devotion to your child’s travel 
soccer team will not pull your family closer to 
God. Instead, it will pull you away from your 

dan bunting

TOO muCh fOCus On reCreaTiOn 
and enTerTainmenT

T

Think for yourself, “What 
does the Bible say about play?”
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TOO muCh fOCus On reCreaTiOn and enTerTainmenT
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1 8

spiritual family every weekend. It will distract 
your mind from thoughts of godliness to thoughts 
about gas prices, hotels, and entry fees. 
Devotion to the cruise ship vacation may not pull 
your marriage closer to God. Instead, it can pull 
your eyes to lust after the other people you see.

Why don’t you “draw near to God” (Jas. 4:8) 
instead? Use your summer free time to start a 

daily family Bible reading! Invite families from 
church over for a BBQ and sing together! Spend 
time resting with your family while counting the 
blessings God gives you! Let your family travel 
be built to include meeting new Christians across 
the country! Seek rest in and through the Lord, 
not an “escape from it all.”

monDay TueSDay weDneSDay ThurSDay

8:00 AM absentee Fathers

Don Miller

unfaithful husbands

Greg Chandler

spiritual leader of the home

Justin McCorkle

9:00 AM putting god First in the 
home

Norman Webb

the Father as provider

Tommy Hagewood

sex is limited to Marriage

Phillip Stuckey

10:00 AM children’s track: developing character in 
children
Bobby Graham

our children’s legacy
Stan Adams

wisdom in child rearing
Mark Mayberry

11:00 AM children's track:  children's bible class
Linda Riley

children's bible class
Linda Riley

children's bible class
Linda Riley

11:00 AM women’s track: adjusting to widowhood

Ruby Hall

Mother’s role in spiritual 
training

Becky Romine

can i be a supermom?

Elaine Jordan

11:00 AM Men’s track: the threat of pornography

Ron Halbrook

the threat of being too 
busy

Colby Junkin

the blessings & threat of 
government

Mark Hudson

7:00 PM Singing Singing No Singing Singing

7:30 PM the broken 
home in america
John Humphries

redefining Marriage

Kyle Pope

No Lecture For the sake of our churches 
and our country: build 
strong Families
Mike Richardson

Singing at Athens Bible School, at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, July 5, 2013 

20
1 3 LecturesCEI july8th - 11th

ThEME: building strong Families For strong Churches and a strong nation
PLACE: athens bible school, athens, al
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I’ll have more time to serve God.” Have you ever 
said these words? I’m sure that we’ve all been 
guilty of this at some point. With summer quickly 
approaching, it’s a good time to start thinking 
about how we can best honor God with our new 
found “free time.” The young people will be out 
of school. Many of our working members will 
have the opportunity to take a vacation from their 
secular jobs. But if we’re not careful, our old “I’m 
too busy” excuses will quickly be replaced by 
brand new “I’m too busy” excuses. We need to 
ask ourselves a serious question. “Am I busy in 
the world yet idle towards God?” Let’s remember 
that an attitude of spiritual idleness is not 
pleasing to God.

1. Consider how Ezekiel describes the sin 
of Sodom. “Look, this was the iniquity of your 
sister Sodom: She and her daughter had pride, 
fullness of food, and abundance of idleness; 
neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor 
and needy” (Ezek. 16:49, NKJV). Notice how an 
abundance of idleness contributed to Sodom’s 
sin. In the same manner, an abundance of “free 
time” can lead us to neglect our own spiritual 
duties as Christians. 

2. The Proverb writer warns about the 
dangers of being lazy and idle. “Laziness casts 
one into a deep sleep, and an idle person will 
suffer hunger” (Prov. 19:15). This is true in both a 
physical and spiritual sense. And for that reason, 
we need to be on guard against idleness toward 
the Lord. 

3. Paul urged those in Ephesus to wake 
up and make the best use of their time. 
“Therefore He says: ‘Awake, you who sleep, 
Arise from the dead, And Christ will give you 

light.’ See then that you walk circumspectly, 
not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, 
because the days are evil” (Eph. 5:14-16). So 
how well are we using our time? I think we can 
all do better. While many excuses we give for not 
serving God sound completely legitimate to our 
own ears, how many of these are acceptable to 
God?

4. Consider the parable of the dinner in 
Luke 14. “A certain man gave a great supper 
and invited many, and sent his servant at supper 
time to say to those who were invited, ‘Come, for 
all things are now ready.’ But they all with one 
accord began to make excuses. The first said to 
him, ‘I have bought a piece of ground, and I must 
go and see it. I ask you to have me excused.’ 
And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of 
oxen, and I am going to test them. I ask you to 
have me excused.’ Still another said, ‘I have 
married a wife, and therefore I cannot come’” 
(Luke 14:16-20). Did God accept any of these 
excuses? No. Likewise, God does not honor our 
lame excuses for spiritual idleness.

5. Consider Christ’s teaching concerning 
the parable of the sower. “Now the parable is 
this: The seed is the word of God. Those by the 
wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil 
comes and takes away the word out of their 
hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. 
But the ones on the rock are those who, when 
they hear, receive the word with joy; and these 
have no root, who believe for a while and in 
time of temptation fall away. Now the ones that 
fell among thorns are those who, when they 
have heard, go out and are choked with cares, 
riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit 
to maturity. But the ones that fell on the good 
ground are those who, having heard the word 
with a noble and good heart, keep it and bear 
fruit with patience” (Luke 8:11-15). 

Stop and reflect on the spiritual fruit being 
produced in your life. What type of soil best 
describes your heart? When a seed is planted 
into the ground, a crop is expected by the one 
who plants it. Likewise, when the seed of the 
Gospel is planted in our hearts, God expects 

Joe haMM

BusY in The WOrld, idle TOWards gOd

(Bearing liTTle sOur peaChes fOr The lOrd)

"As soon as 
things settle 
down a bit,
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it to produce an abundant spiritual harvest. 
However, some Christians spend most of the 
year consumed by the cares of this life. It’s 
easy to fill our lives with the busyness of work, 
school, sports, band, civic clubs, social events, 
etc. When summer arrives, it’s even easier 
to exchange the “cares of this world” for the 
“pleasures of this life” in the form of fun and frolic. 
No, it is NOT a sin to enjoy life (cf. Ecclesiastes); 
however, this kind of lifestyle is described in the 
parable as a soil that “brings no fruit to maturity.” 
This is spiritual idleness.

When I was young, my grandfather and I 
were eating peaches and decided to plant one 
of the seeds in his backyard. That tree grew up 
and every year produced many small peaches, 
but was never able to bring any of that fruit 
to maturity. Year after year, we waited for that 
tree to produce good fruit, but eventually my 
grandfather cut that tree down because no ripe 
peaches were ever produced (Matt. 7:19). In 
order to please God, we must not only hear His 
Word with a noble and good heart, but we must 
also follow His Word bringing spiritual fruit to 
maturity. Are we bringing fruit to maturity in our 
lives? Or have we been settling for little sour 
peaches?

6. Consider some of Paul’s good advice to 
Timothy. “No one engaged in warfare entangles 
himself with the affairs of this life, that he may 
please him who enlisted him as a soldier” (2 Tim. 
2:4).

When I was in high school and college, I 
was always so excited when the school year 
ended and summer vacation began. Years later 
in my secular work, I still eagerly awaited my 
annual summer vacation time so I could “relax 
and do what I wanted.” Summer vacation offers 
the opportunity to do whatever we please, but 
should Christians take a vacation from serving 
the Lord? We should view all of our time on 
earth as a great blessing and stewardship from 
our Creator to be used in His service. Why not 
use our new found time to bring more glory and 
honor to our Lord? Why not serve others and 
thus become a blessing to struggling Christians 
and non-Christians alike? Why not take time to 
encourage, uplift, teach, and reach out our hand 

to those in need? Why not reorganize our weekly 
calendars to reflect a higher level of service to 
God and be abundantly blessed in the process?

7. Consider the parable taught by Jesus 
about a man with two sons. “But what do you 
think? A man had two sons, and he came to 
the first and said, ‘Son, go, work today in my 
vineyard.’ He answered and said, ‘I will not,’ 
but afterward he regretted it and went. Then he 
came to the second and said likewise. And he 
answered and said, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go. 
Which of the two did the will of his father? They 
said to Him, ‘The first’” (Matt. 21:28-31a).

The modern day application is that we’ve 
committed to be workers in God’s vineyard 
and should seek every opportunity to bear 
spiritual fruit in His Kingdom. If we’ve made 
that commitment and do not follow through, we 
cannot expect God to be pleased; nor can we 
experience the full blessing and joy of producing 
a spiritual harvest. 

In CLoSIng
I am confident that you will be diligent in your 

service to God this summer. May God forgive our 
past idleness and bless our future work in His 
vineyard. And may all His people have the same 
mind to work (Neh. 4:6).

BusY in The WOrld, idle TOWards gOd
(Bearing liTTle sOur peaChes fOr The lOrd)
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abstain, oppose, expose!

beseech you therefore, brethren, by 
the mercies of God, that you present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your 
reasonable service. And do not 
be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 
you may prove what is that good and acceptable 
and perfect will of God.” (Rom. 12:1-2). It is 
God’s desire that His people glorify Him with and 
through their bodies. Our bodies are to be used 
as instruments of righteousness (Rom. 6:13). 
And the need for such management and refined 
stewardship of our “earthly house” (2 Cor. 5:1) 
does not cease during the summer months. 

Sadly, as the mercury rises, the school bells 
halt, and vacation time is taken, countless 
souls succumb to the temptations of ungodly 
recreation and entertainment. Gambling, alcohol, 
lasciviousness, fornication – though common 
year round, tend to be even more prevalent for 
some at summertime. 

Gambling. Frequently the cry is heard, 
“What’s wrong with gambling?” Perhaps the 
better question is, “What’s right with gambling?” 
Plain and simple, gambling is covetousness. 
The gambler has an excessive desire to gain 
what is not rightfully his. Those who are raised 
with Christ are to “put to death” their members 
which are on the earth, including (but not limited 
to) “covetousness, which is idolatry.” Why is 
covetousness “idolatry”? Because the covetous 
man makes money and things his god. Think you 
can have some clean fun throwing down a dollar 
or two at the dog tracks? Think you can board 
a Riverboat Casino on a warm moonlit night, 
pull the slots and remain pure? Are you really 
so naive to think what happens in Vegas stays 
in Vegas? Don’t bet on it! Let us say with the 
Psalmist, “Incline my heart to Your testimonies, 

And not to covetousness” (Psa. 119:36).
Alcohol. An ice cold beer on a hot summer 

night is the ideal situation for far too many. It is 
high time for folks to understand that drinking is 
wrong, period. Writing to the sons of light, Paul 
said, “. . .let us watch and be sober” (1 Thess. 
5:6). To resist the devil, we're to “Be sober, be 
vigilant. . .” (1 Pet. 5:8). God’s command that we 
be sober (Greek: nepho) means “to be free from 
the influence of intoxicants.” Who would dare say 
that they were trying to be free from the influence 
of an intoxicant while knowingly and willingly 
consuming one? Dear reader, all levels or stages 
of drinking are condemned in the warnings 
against “drunkenness, revelries, drinking 
parties” (1 Pet. 4:3). This summer, whether at 
the ballpark, the back porch, or anywhere else, 
“Do not look on the wine when it is red, When 
it sparkles in the cup, When it swirls around 
smoothly; At the last it bites like a serpent, And 
stings like a viper” (Prov. 23:31-32). 

Lasciviousness. “Wanton acts or manners, 
as filthy words, indecent bodily movements, 
unchaste handling of males and females” is one 
highly respected definition of lasciviousness. 
Activity or thoughts that produce or promote 
lewd, lustful, juicy emotions fits as well. Often in 
the summertime, unmarried couples will engage 
in dancing of this sort. It might be on a sandy 
beach or in front of the stage at a County Fair. 
Body on body, arousing a desire that should be 
withheld until marriage. Lasciviousness is wrong. 
It is evil and defiles a man (Mark 7:22-23). It 
is sinful, and those guilty are to repent (2 Cor. 
12:21). As a work of the flesh, those who practice 
it shall not inherit the kingdom of God (Gal. 5:19-
21). It is opposite to the walk of the new man in 
Christ (Eph. 4:17-19). Oh, the host of immodest, 
indecent, lascivious sins of the summer! Abstain.

david MCPheRson

ungOdlY reCreaTiOn and enTerTainmenT
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ungOdlY reCreaTiOn and enTerTainmenT
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  2 2

Fornication. Garth Brooks made a sack full 
of money singing of a boy losing his virginity 
to a lonely widow for whom he worked. The 
song? “That Summer.” Deana Carter did the 
same thing with “Strawberry Wine,” a song 
about a young girl who experienced the 
“loss of my innocence” to a summer laborer 
on her grandpa’s farm. “The hot July moon 
saw everything” pertaining to her “first taste 
of love” so the story goes. Friend, the Bible 
says, “he who commits sexual immorality 
sins against his own body” (1 Cor. 6:18). 
Paul shows that fornicators are included in 
the unrighteous who will not inherit God’s 
kingdom (1 Cor. 6:9-10). Fornication is not to 
be named among Christians. It is not fitting for 
saints (Eph. 5:3). How many will be sexually 
immoral this summer? How many will choose 
to destroy their purity, honor, morals, home, 
body, mind, and soul? Please, please, flee 
fornication.

Rather than seek pleasure through these 
sinful means, Christians are to abstain, 
oppose, expose! As Paul told the Ephesians, 
may we “. . . have no fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose 
them. For it is shameful even to speak of 
those things which are done by them in 
secret. But all things that are exposed are 
made manifest by the light, for whatever 
makes manifest is light. Therefore He says: 
‘Awake, you who sleep, Arise from the dead, 
And Christ will give you light.’ See then that 
you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as 
wise, redeeming the time, because the days 
are evil” (Eph. 5:11-16). How are you doing? 
Will you redeem, make wise use of the 
(summer) time?

Oh how this world needs more like Joshua 
of old, who will declare, “as for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord” (Josh. 24:15). 
Dear friend, from Memorial Day to Labor 
Day (and every day before and after) choose 
to serve the Lord. Honor Him with your 
body. Say “no” to ungodly recreation and 
entertainment!

David currently works with the church of Christ 
in Galena, IN.

to order 
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featured books
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Families Serving God 
Through The Ages
Royce DeBerry  

1584272366  

6.99
This workbook has 13 lessons which discuss the Christian’s 
responsibility to serve, attributes in serving, serving with the 
family, and opportunities for the family to serve.

A Father’s Legacy: Your Life 
Story in Your Own Words  
9781404113329  

13.99
Give Dad a gift that will capture a lifetime of living---and 
become a treasured memoir! This year-long journey poses 
12 intriguing questions per month, with space to record a 
personal answer. Topics explore family history, childhood 
memories, cherished traditions, spiritual adventures, and 
more. And the lay-flat spiral binding makes writing easier. 
192 pages, padded hardcover from Countryman.

855.49.BOOKS • www.CEIbooks.com
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ome Christians believe that biblical 
modesty pertains only to putting on 
costly clothing, and not to a lack of 
clothing.  While the Bible certainly 
warns against showy, attention-
grabbing garb (1 Pet. 3:3-5; 2 Tim. 2:9), 
God also address a lack of clothing. 

An older preacher once told me that, in India, 
it would be wrong for preachers to tell Christian 
women to cover their midriffs.  Likewise, he said, 
it is wrong to impose our “American custom” of 
covering our breasts on topless Christians in Africa.  
You heard me right.  (This in a continent where HIV 
and AIDS are at all-time epidemic levels.)  Another 
Christian once told me that, if you converted a man 
in Africa, who had a harem of wives, it would be 
wrong to tell him to divorce all but his first wife (see 
Rom. 7:2-4; Ezra 10).  Both of these men believed 
that biblical teaching, regarding nakedness and 
multiple marriages, pertained only to the violation 
of social móres.  In like fashion, some Christians, 
who would never invite a guest into their home in 
only their undergarments, will, nevertheless, go to 
the beach, pool, park, or gym in attire that covers 
the same amount of flesh as their undergarments. 
In response to those who teach that nakedness, or 
a lack of clothing, is not addressed in the Bible, here 
are four Biblical reasons for Christians to cover their 
nakedness:

1. The word “naked” or “nakedness,” in the New 
Testament, can indicate nudity or simply a lack of 
clothing, which the Bible treats as something that 
should be remedied (see Matt. 25:36-44; Rom. 8:35; 
2 Cor. 5:3; 11:27; Jas. 2:15; Rev. 3:17, 18; 16:15; 
17:16). 

2. Displaying physical nakedness (a lack of 
physical clothing) in public, is viewed as shameful 
in both the Old Testament (Exod. 20:26; 28:42, 43; 
Isa. 47:1-3; Lam. 1:8; Nah. 3:5) and in the New 
Testament, where John says, “I counsel you to buy 
from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be 
rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, 
that the shame of your nakedness may not be 
revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that 
you may see” (Rev. 3:18).  The Lord’s illustration, 
comparing (by analogy) the Christian’s spiritual 

depravity with physical “nakedness,” would have 
made absolutely no sense to the Laodicean church, 
unless there was a premise of “shame” in being  
physically naked, which would be understood by 
the Christians there.  John’s teaching was a spiritual 
precedent from God.  It was not based on a “social 
móre” because nakedness wasn’t considered a 
“shame” within the pagan Laodicean culture.     

3. Removing clothing to expose the body to the 
opposite sex incites sexual arousal, which should 
be reserved for the “marriage bed” (Heb. 13:4; Prov. 
5:18-19).  The first reference to Solomon’s bride 
having her clothes removed in his presence, was in 
her dream (S. of Sol. 5:3) only after their wedding 
ceremony (S. of Sol. 3:11), and not before; although 
some Christians today feel we can remove our 
clothing in the presence of the opposite sex when at 
the beach, pool, park, gym, etc. 

• Is it any wonder that surveys find that roughly 
90% of adolescent boys go to the beach to see 
girls unclothed, and 90% of adolescent girls go to 
the beach to be seen by boys unclothed?  
• Is it any wonder that scantily-clad women are a 
lucrative marketing technique today? 
• Is it any wonder that the best-selling book 
Every Man’s Battle (Arterburn et al., 2000) 
specifically deals with the day-to-day problem 
many men have, lusting after scantily-clad women 
in advertisements, billboards, while exercising, 
driving, in the work place, while watching 
entertainment, and on the internet?  
• Is it any wonder that the Sports Illustrated 
Swimsuit Issue is the most lucrative issue of the 
year?   
• Is it any wonder that, when women in the 
world are trying to attract a man, they wear less 

Joshua guRtleR
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Testament, can indicate 

nudity or simply a lack of clothing...



t
r

u
t

h
 

m
a

g
a

z
i
n

e
 

|
 

J
u

n
e

 
2

0
1

3
 

|
 

C
e

i
B

o
o

k
s

.
C

o
m

25

clothing to get his attention?  This was told to me 
by a former colleague, from another country, as 
a technique she used to woo her (now) American 
husband away from his former wife (Prov. 7:10).	
4. Related to the previous point, the “shamefast” 

woman of 1 Timothy 2:9 does not want to be a 
stumbling block, inciting lust in men by her apparel, 
or lack thereof.  Many women (or even men) do not 
realize the result that wearing tight, see-through 
clothing, or even a lack of clothing produces on 
the opposite sex.  Psychologists, sociologists, 
Hollywood producers, executive advertising firms, 
and teenage men will readily admit that women 
exposing their thighs, backs, and breasts induces 
arousal in men.  Yes, this is an uncomfortable 
subject to discuss with our children and brethren, but 
it is the way God made us – a fact of life that must 
not be ignored.    
The worLD anD even Some 
errIng beLIeverS geT The 
poInT – Do we?

It is possible that for some Christians, who are 
advanced in years, for whom “the caperberry (i.e., 
aphrodisiac, JBG) is ineffective” (Eccl. 12:5, NASB), 
it may be easy to forget how easily the adultery of 
the heart was committed in their youth:  “But I say 
to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her 
has already committed adultery with her in his heart” 
(Matt. 5:28).  Let’s not forget the great battle against 
adultery of the heart, being fought by  (1) young men 
(or women) with “raging hormones,” and/or (2) single 
Christians who are not married and, thus, may be 
more-easily tempted to burn with lust ( 1 Cor. 7:8, 9).  
The teaching in this article is not “Victorian tradition,” 
but should be common sense, based on scriptural 
precedents, stated above.  These are principles 
that even the world and many (otherwise erring) 
denominational believers understand. Do we?  I’ll 
leave you with a quote from another writer, who 
seems to get the point.  

Men are very easily aroused sexually. That is 
why semi-naked women are used in television 
and magazine advertisements. Parents need 
to explain to their daughters how easily man is 
aroused sexually by a woman’s body. They need 
to know, because many of them do not understand 
what happens to a man. At one church, after 
I had spoken on the topic of clothing, a young 

woman came up and told me that she had only 
been a Christian for six months. She was dating 
a young Christian man and was perplexed as to 
why he often told her not to wear certain things. 
Every time she asked him why, she started to 
feel embarrassed. She had not realized before 
that what she wore (or did not wear) could put a 
stumbling block in a man’s way by causing him 
to commit adultery in his heart. Fathers need to 
explain to their daughters about how men react to 
a woman’s body. They also need to explain to their 
sons that although women’s clothes, or lack of 
them, can be a stumbling block to a male, it is not 
an excuse for them in relation to what their mind 
does with what they see.  .  . .We must understand 
how men are created. Man was designed to be 
easily aroused sexually and to respond to one 
woman (his wife). This was, and is, necessary 
for procreation in marriage. However, sin distorts 
this, and it is wrong for a man to look lustfully 
on any woman other than his wife. Therefore, 
clothing should minimize to the greatest extent any 
stumbling block laid in a man’s way. But a man is 
no less guilty if he succumbs to the “second look.” 
One should not simply accept the fashions of the 
day. There is a moral basis for clothing; therefore, 
there are standards  (Ken Ham, The Lie: Evolution, 
Genesis – The Key to Defending Your Faith. 1987, 
Master Books, pp. 59-62).  
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ollowing the disruption of the normal 
operation of nature brought about by the 
flood of Noah’s day, God said, “While the 
earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold 
and heat, winter and summer, and day 
and night shall not cease” (Gen. 8:22). 

Of all the seasons, we look forward to summer 
because we look forward to taking a break from 
work or from school in order to spend time in 
relaxation and recreation. The summer season 
is vacation season and vacations that have been 
planned several months in advance are finally 
taken at this time of year. We look forward to 
having some time off and some time away from 
the daily grind and there is nothing inherently 
wrong with taking a break or a rest from the 
ordinary activities of life (cf. Mark 6:31). And so it 
is that the summer vacation is looked to as a time 
to relax and to be refreshed so that we’re ready 
to return to the normal everyday activities of our 
lives.

The life of a Christian, however, is not 
seasonal. Christians are expected to be “always 
abounding in the work of the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58) 
whether it is winter, spring, summer, or fall. The 
life of the faithful Christian is not intended to be 
one in which we focus on serving God diligently 
for certain portions of the year and then back off of 
our responsibilities during other parts of the year. 
When it comes to vacations, a break from work, 
school, or the routine of life can be good and 
helpful. But at the same time, God does not intend 
for His people to take a break from everything 
and everyone in this life. While many of us look 
forward to the activities the summer brings and 
to “getting away from it all” during some part of 
the summer, it helps to be reminded that we are 
expected to be servants of the Lord all year round 
and in every location and circumstance in which 
we find ourselves.

With this in mind, don’t take a summer 
vacation. . .
From goD

1. Some take a vacation from God during 
the summer. As school or work schedules are 
relaxed and as there are more daylight hours, 

the summer can provide some additional time to 
pursue whatever it is that one wants to pursue. 
There are games to play, picnics in which to be 
involved, trips to take, and fun to be had. With 
all of the fun and exciting things there are to do 
during the summer, sometimes the Lord gets left 
out of the planning process. We can focus so 
much on having a break from it all and having 
time away from it all to the point that “all” starts to 
include things like prayer, Bible study, meditating 
on spiritual things, and service to the Lord. For 
some, getting away on vacation in the summer 
provides the temptation to get away from God, or 
at least, to get away from anybody who might be 
watching so that we can have some real “fun” by 
engaging in sinful activities that we would never 
want to be caught doing in front of those who 
know us at home. The thought seems to be that a 
little drinking, gambling, or dancing doesn’t really 
count because, after all, we’re “on vacation.”

2. The faithful Christian will not take a 
vacation from God. We must recognize that, 
even if we try to take a vacation from God, He will 
not take a vacation from us. The Bible says, “The 
eyes of the Lord are in every place, keeping watch 
on the evil and the good” (Prov. 15:3; cf. Heb. 
4:13). Faithful Christians aren’t careful about what 
they do while on vacation and about how they use 
their time during the summer just because they’re 
afraid that God is watching. Instead, they behave 
in a godly manner at all times because they know 
that the Lord’s instruction for His people to “seek 
first the kingdom of God and His righteousness” 
(Matt. 6:33) applies just as much in the sunshine 
of summer as it does in the cold of winter. Do 
you have some extra time this summer? Why not 
use some of that time to work on truly devoting 
yourself more fully to the Lord?
From worShIp

1. Some take a vacation from worship 
during the summer. As summer vacation trips 
are embarked upon plans that were made well 
in advance finally come to fruition and a long-
awaited and highly-anticipated journey is finally 
undertaken. But sometimes in the course of 
planning out the perfect vacation and organizing 
the perfect trip with all kinds of great activities 
something gets left out of the planning process. 
What gets left out is the necessary planning 

david dann
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ahead that it takes to assemble with the Lord’s 
people for worship on the first day of the week. 
Sometimes we’re just having too much fun and 
we’ve only got so much time to work in so many 
activities so something has to give. What ends 
up getting left out is gathering with the saints to 
worship God. And so it is that worship becomes 
one of those things from which we take a little 
break during the summer.

2. The faithful Christian will not take a 
vacation from worship. Since the life of a faithful 
Christian is not a seasonal thing, we have to 
recognize that those passages which instruct 
us concerning the importance of assembling for 
worship are passages that apply at all times. The 
inspired writer of Hebrews points out that, as the 
people of God, we are to be careful about “not 
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as 
is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, 
and so much the more as you see the Day 
approaching” (Heb. 10:25; cf. Acts 2:42; 20:7). I 
am sometimes amazed when my brethren return 
from a summer vacation and tell me how much 
fun they had and about all the places they visited 
and all the things they did and the miles and miles 
they covered, and then mention that they never 
did find a church with which to worship while they 
were gone. Arrangements for worship should have 
been made ahead of time as part of the vacation-
planning process. If a faithful church cannot be 
found anywhere near your vacation destination, 
why not change your plans? Sadly, for some 
vacationing Christians it seems that worship was 
just another one of those things, like school, work, 
or the daily grind, that they didn’t mind having a 
little break from. Faithful Christians will make sure 
to faithfully worship God while on vacation during 
the summer just like they do when they’re home 
during the rest of the year. 
From moDeSTy

1. Some take a vacation from modesty 
during the summer. The apostle Paul warns us 
against taking on the ways of the world, saying, “I 
beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 
of God, that you present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your 
reasonable service. And do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that you may prove what is that good 
and acceptable and perfect will of God” (Rom. 
12:1-2). One of the most obvious ways in which 
Christians conform themselves to the ways of 
the world is by dressing in a lust-producing and 
revealing manner and the main time of year that 
this is done is during the summer. The Bible 
speaks of the need to dress in “modest apparel” 
in a manner which is proper for those who are 
“professing godliness, with good works” (1 Tim. 
2:9-10). But when it’s hot outside and when time 

is spent at the public pool, at the lake, or at the 
beach, appearing in public almost completely 
undressed suddenly seems like the acceptable 
and appropriate thing to do. The excuses for 
wearing bathing suits, short shorts, or otherwise 
revealing, immodest clothing in public range from, 
“It’s hot!” or, “Everyone else is dressed this way,” 
to, “It’s appropriate to dress like this because this 
is the way you’re supposed to dress at the beach!” 
I wonder which one of those excuses is the most 
impressive to the Lord.

2. The faithful Christian will not take a 
vacation from modesty. The issue of modesty 
can be a touchy subject because women express 
that it’s a “male problem,” in that if the men didn’t 
have their minds in the gutter then they wouldn’t 
have any problem seeing a woman in a bathing 
suit. On the other hand, the men express that it’s 
a “female problem,” because they figure they’re 
entitled to view whatever comes into viewing 
range, and if ungodly thoughts are stirred by 
seeing an immodestly dressed woman, then the 
woman is to blame for dressing in that manner. 
But faithful Christians won’t pass the blame 
around and ignore their own responsibilities when 
it comes to the issue of modesty even in the 
summertime. The truth of the matter is that it’s a 
male and female problem. One need only take 
a stroll up to the rooftop with King David in order 
to understand the impact that catching a glimpse 
of an undressed woman, who is not his wife, can 
have on even the most spiritually-minded and 
godly of men (2 Sam. 11:2-4). Faithful Christian 
women will understand that “whoever looks at 
a woman to lust for her has already committed 
adultery with her in his heart” (Matt. 5:28), and so 
they will be careful to not dress in such a way so 
as to lead men down that path. Faithful Christian 
men, who understand that same principle, will 
not go to places where the women of the world 
are paraded in front of them in various states of 
undress so that they can avoid that temptation. 
Faithful Christian parents will set the right example 
for their children when it comes to modesty. If 
you really are a faithful child of God, why would 
you want to expose your body in front of those of 
the world who have “eyes full of adultery and that 
cannot cease from sin” (2 Pet. 2:14)? 

ConCLuSIon
You may deserve a much-needed break this 

summer, but when you get that break don’t turn it 
into an opportunity to take a break from God, from 
worship, and from modesty. Don’t take a vacation 
from godliness this summer. Summer and the brief 
rest it provides will be gone before we know it, but 
the need to obey God so that we can have eternal 
rest in heaven continues on.
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Randy haRshbaRgeR

James WallaCe adams, 1914-2013

J ames Wallace Adams was born August 
27, 1914, in Brawley, Imperial County, 
California, to Felix A. and Mary Roberta 
(Mittie) Adams. Adams’ maternal 
grandfather, Robert Levi Bates was one of 
the first Christians in Texas; he was also 

an able pioneer preacher. Batesville, Texas, got its 
name from Elijah Anderson Bates, James’ great-
grandfather (Batesville, Arkansas is also named for 
members of the Bates family). Elijah was baptized 
by well-known Restoration preacher, Tolbert 
Fanning.1 James spent his childhood years in 
California, Arizona, and New Mexico. In these early 
years, Felix Adams worked as a “call boy” for the 
Southern Pacific Railroad. While living in Lordsburg, 
New Mexico, James delivered his first speech in 
a Christian Church. He was four years old! When 
the Panic of 1920-1921 forced the Adams family 
out of New Mexico, James’ father moved the family 
to Douglas, Arizona, where he bought a grocery 
business. James started school in Douglas. When 
the three copper smelters in Douglas closed, the 
local economy floundered, forcing the family back to 
Texas. James began attending the common schools 
of Texas. He graduated from La Pryor High School 
in 1931, earning distinction as Class Valedictorian, 
Declamation Champion, and as a debater.2 

The Depression years found young Adams 
traveling with his father on selling trips, especially 
during the summer months. Father and son often 
rode the rails throughout West Texas pedaling 
their wares. Felix sold high dollar men’s clothing, 
first taking orders and then having the clothes sent 
from Chicago. Ranchers and townspeople alike 
were frequent customers. Many nights found young 
James setting up tent and a stove for cooking 
supper; father and son “lived off the land” as they 
traveled between towns such as Junction and Brady. 
At different times, Felix Adams continued his work 
as a signal maintenance man on the Southern 
Pacific Railroad.3

Early influences of the gospel came from the 
preaching of W. D. Bills. J. D. Jesse baptized 
Adams at La Pryor, Texas, in November, 1926. 
It was here, when James was nineteen, that he 
preached his first sermon on “By Faith We Walk 
With God.” His text was Hebrews 11:1-11. He 
was soon busy teaching Sunday Bible classes for 
the newly married. Brother Jesse and Walter W. 
Leamons were frequent encouragers of Adams’ 
early attempts to preach God’s word. Jesse 
frequently took the young preacher on Sunday 
appointments. Adams’ preaching expanded to the 
hill country towns of Menard, Quemado, Brady, 
Hext, London, Goldthwaite, Millersview, and Doole. 
Seeing great potential, Brother Leamons tapped the 
young preacher to “fill in” during the summer of 1935 
at Junction, Texas, when the older man was away 
in gospel meetings. Coke Stevenson, well-known 
Texas politician was from Junction; it was common 
to see this “giant” of a man around town. James H. 
Childress, writing in the Firm Foundation, reported 
on Adams’ work in Junction during the summer of 
1935, while the local preacher was away. Childress 
said Adams’ work “met the approval of brethren” 
and that the young preacher was a “very congenial 
fellow-laborer.” Adams' first article for public 
consumption was entitled “Home Sweet Home” and 
appeared in the Firm Foundation.4

Soon, though, Adams was hitchhiking to 
Vivian, Louisiana, where he arrived only with 
the recommendation of brother Leamons. On 
November 18, 1935, Adams began working with 
the church in Vivian. Here he found room and 
board with brother and sister L. Q. Butler. Lucius 
Quinctius Cincinnatus Butler was the town’s most 
respected citizen. Butler’s excellent library gave the 
studious Adams an opportunity to “cut his teeth” 
on such works as T. W. Brent’s sermons, and J. W. 
Shepherd’s The Church, The Falling Away, and The 
Restoration. Those early studies in the literature 
of the American Restoration Movement, so-called, 
served Adams well in his later studies and writings 
on institutionalism. During Adams’ tenure at Vivian, 
well-known Texas preacher, J. D. Tant, came for a 
gospel meeting. 
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Nineteen thirty-five was an important year for 
other reasons. That summer, Gertrude Leamons, 
half-sister of Walter Leamons, traveled from 
Grapeland, Texas, to Junction to visit relatives. It 
was here that James and Gertrude met for the first 
time. A budding romance grew to great depths of 
love and mutual admiration. The two were married 
July 30, 1936. The ceremony took place in Houston, 
Texas, in the home of Woodrow O’Dowd, brother 
of well-known Texas preacher and debater, John 
O’Dowd.5 James preached in Vivian for two years; 
the second year was in the company of his new 
bride. In the fall of 1937 the young couple moved to 
Mt. Enterprise, Texas, for gospel work, staying until 
the summer of 1938. They found room and board 
at the Westfall Hotel, owned by one of the sisters 
in the congregation. Jimmie Nell Adams was born 
in 1938. During this time, James spent one Sunday 
each month preaching in Stanley, Louisiana, where 
he baptized a number of people and helped stabilize 
the church. The young couple moved next to 
Greggton, Texas, where they stayed in the home of 
preacher and debater, John Hedge, who was busy 
holding protracted meetings. In the summer of 1939 
James and Gertrude moved to Granbury, Texas. The 
congregation in Granbury numbered two-hundred 
members. Adams remembers preaching a number 
of funerals during his stay there. Despite the fact 
that the congregation contained a wealthy rancher, a 
mail carrier, and a medical doctor, the young family 
almost “starved to death.”6 Near Christmas time in 
1939 the young parents moved again, this time to 
San Benito, Texas, staying until 1941. While working 
with the San Benito congregation Adams had a 
close association with veteran gospel preacher J. 
D. Tant. When Tant died in June 1941, Adams and 
H. D. Jeffcoat preached the funeral service. Adams 
honored his old friend with remarks based on 2 
Timothy 4:1-8.7

In 1941 at the older, mature age of twenty-
seven, Adams attended Freed-Hardeman College, 
Henderson, Tennessee. John W. Akin, friend and 
benefactor to many preachers, made Adams’ 
college work possible. Akin lived on a farm located 
near Kilgore, Texas, between what is now Interstate 
20 and Longview. When the oil boom hit in the 
early 1930s, Akin, along with thousands of others, 
became a wealthy man. Generous with his money, 
Akin became the benefactor of many preachers 
and churches.8 Even though Freed-Hardeman did 
not charge tuition for young men studying to be 
preachers, Adams said brother Akin sent fifty dollars 

to help with living expenses.9 During his school 
days at Freed-Hardeman, Adams preached in 
Paducah, Kentucky, for the Clement Street church.10 
The summer of 1941 found Adams engaged in 
meeting work while sister Adams remained with 
her family in Grapeland “canning vegetables.”11 
While at Freed-Hardeman, James taught classes 
in the New Testament when brother Briggance 
was sick. On December 7, 1941, James was 
preaching in Jackson, Tennessee. After the United 
States’ declaration of war, James (and other young 
men) left Freed-Hardeman. Even though, N. B. 
Hardeman, president of the college, wanted James 
to advance his education and return to teach at the 
college, Adams moved his family to Paducah for full-
time preaching work.

In late spring of 1945, brother and sister Adams 
moved to Temple, Texas, to labor with the 7th and 
Avenue G congregation. While in Temple, Adams 
developed a close relationship with well-known 
gospel preacher, Foy E. Wallace, Jr. When not 
engaged in meeting work Wallace made his home 
in Temple, at least for a short time. During this 
time Wallace developed a “nervous stomach,” 
but was able to seek treatment at the famous 
Scott and White Hospital. Adams, in remembering 
the condition of the church in Temple, said Cled 
Wallace, Foy’s older brother, had “just about killed 
it (the church).” Attendance was down to “twenty-
five” on Wednesday night. A new building was 
needed and the church was full of “worldly-minded 
members.”12 

In 1947 Gayle Oler, Sr., superintendent of Boles 
Orphan Home, located at Quinlan, Texas, influenced 
Adams to move to Terrell, Texas. Adams viewed 
Oler as “a good preacher, a hard hitter.” During 
Adams’ work in Terrell, a new meeting house was 
constructed.13 Preachers moved more often during 
this era. In 1949, after nearly two years in Terrell, 
the family moved to Longview, Texas, to work with 
the congregation meeting at 2nd and Whaley. A good 
work followed with this substantial congregation of 
nearly five-hundred members; nearly one-hundred 
worshipers overflowed to the basement during the 
Lord’s day assemblies. Adams’ only oral, public 
debate took place in Longview, when he met 
Baptist preacher, A. J. Wall. Standard propositions 
representing both sides were contested. During 
Adams’ stay in Longview, a new congregation, 
Mobberly Avenue, was formed, with Second and 
Whaley giving up nearly one-hundred members to 
the new work. A gospel meeting was conducted 
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at Mobberly Avenue August 13 through 18, with 
Adams preaching at the Sunday morning service.14 
Brother and sister Foy E. Wallace, Sr., lived in 
Longview during this time. In the fall of 1949, brother 
Wallace, Sr., became ill and soon passed from 
this life. Adams, along with C. R. Nichol and Boyd 
Fanning conducted the funeral service.15

In 1953 the Adams family moved to Beaumont, 
Texas, to work with the Central church of Christ. 
A longer work of nearly three years saw much 
numerical growth and the construction of a new 
church building. Here the Adams became good 
friends with the Tomblen family. In 1955 Adams was 
moving again, this time to San Antonio, Texas, to 
work with the West Avenue church. Staying only 
a short time, Adams characterized this move as 
perhaps the “worst mistake” he had made thus far. 
With influence from Adams, well-known debater and 
preacher, Roy E. Cogdill, moved to West Avenue as 
Adams left for Nacogdoches. During his stay in San 
Antonio, Adams became good friends with James 
and Mildred Yates. Yates said of his friend: “Much 
of my knowledge of God’s Word came from his 
splendid teaching abilities. . . .I had been a Christian 
for over eighteen years by 1955, but became a 
Christian with conviction after sitting at the feet of 
Roy Cogdill, Jim Adams, and Robert Turner. . . .”16

In 1957 the Adams family moved to Nacogdoches 
to work with the Mound and Starr congregation. 
The church in Nacogdoches dates back to 1923, 
when the Jim Hanna and K. B. Floyd families moved 
to Nacogdoches to enable their children to attend 
Stephen F. Austin State Teachers College. These 
Christians obtained property on Baker Street and 
formed the Baker Street church of Christ. The Austin 
Muckleroy family, the Roscoe Witt family, and the 
John Woods family were early members. Byrne 
and Lola Pearl Shofner were early members, as 
were their children, Sue and Vyrne. Brother Byrne 
Shofner also served the church as preacher. Edd 
Holt moved from Alabama to Nacogdoches in 1929 
to attend college and to preach. His room and board 
were provided by the Foster Martin family; brother 
Holt would eventually marry the Martin’s daughter, 
Gladys. The Holts spent most of their adult lives in 
Alabama. Preachers who worked in Nacogdoches 
during these early years include John Brusch and 
W. F. Showers.17 Foy E. Wallace, Sr., well-known 
Texas preacher and father to Foy Jr., and Cled, also 
preached in Nacogdoches. Wallace reporting about 
the progress of the church in Nacogdoches in the 

pages of the Gospel Advocate, said: “R. L. Colley, 
of New London, has just closed with us a very 
profitable work in a meeting with the Nacogdoches 
Church. . . .The attendance was the largest and 
most interesting of any meetings heretofore. Large 
groups of members from several congregations, 
with their preachers, made the crowds the best. . . 
Five baptisms, several reclaimed, and a very fine 
spirit were the results of the meeting. Nacogdoches 
is an important field. It is a very beautiful city of 
some 10,000 people. The Stephen F. Austin State 
College is located here. . . .I believe a good church 
is in the making. . . .”18

In 1947 George T. Jones moved to Nacogdoches 
to preach for the Baker Street church. The 
congregation was active during this time. Brother 
Jones conducted a daily radio program; the church 
conducted at least two gospel meetings per year; 
and every year a “tent” was erected somewhere 
in the city with brother Jones doing the preaching. 
This was a time for much growth, numerically and 
spiritually. Other preachers during this time included 
Robert Waller and Earnest Finley.19

After several years on Baker Street the 
congregation purchased an attractive lot on the 
corner of Mound and Starr streets. A new building 
was planned, with Hal B. Tucker as the architect. 
Sam W. Gandy, Claude Sowell, J. D. Harkrider, 
Lester Singleton, T. T. Talmadge, and Joe Kinsey 
comprised the building committee. The new building 
of 10,000 square feet was finished in 1950. On 
Christmas Eve, December 1952, after a Sunday 
night service, a fire raged through the building, 
destroying everything except part of the west wing 
and the foundation. Church members quickly pulled 
together and the building was replaced. A loan of 
$35,000 was obtained from the M. D. Anderson 
Foundation; members subscribed the rest of the 
needed funds by taking out personal loans at the 
bank. When George Jones moved to Vernon, Texas, 
in April 1952, Roy Foutz moved to Nacogdoches to 
work with the church.20

A 1956 directory of the Mound and Starr church 
records the names of 243 members; additionally, 
there were six college students who worshiped with 
the church.21 The attendance of the congregation 
has remained constant, with 200-250 members; 
the number of college students worshiping with the 
church has varied from semester to semester. The 
number of students has been as low as six and 
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as high as fifty. A church bulletin for December 1, 
1957 reveals that 232 were present for morning 
worship; this was an increase of nearly twenty 
from the year before. Mid-week worship found 132 
present. Other bulletins reflect roughly the same 
numbers.22 While Adams found his association 
with the Mound and Starr congregation pleasant, 
there were larger issues at work among churches 
of Christ. These issues would ultimately prove to 
be divisive and disruptive of brethren and churches 
throughout the land, including Mound and Starr.

By 1957 the issues over centralized control and 
oversight were growing in intensity and dominated 
the attention of most churches of Christ. In 
November 1957 a debate of gigantic proportions 
took place in Birmingham, Alabama. The disputants, 
Roy E. Cogdill and Guy N. Woods, were widely 
recognized as champions of their respective 
positions. Roy Edward Cogdill was born in 1907 in 
Oklahoma. At the tender age of fifteen he preached 
his first gospel sermon. After attending Abilene 
Christian College for a brief time, he was soon 
engaged in full-time meeting work. When constant 
preaching caused damage to his vocal cords, 
Cogdill was forced to seek other means to support 
his family. Moving to Dallas, he studied law and 
then entered private practice for six years. When his 
throat trouble was cured Cogdill resumed his active 
schedule of preaching.

Guy Napoleon Woods enjoyed a well-earned 
reputation as a debater. He participated in over 200 
debates in his lifetime, taking his place along side 
Joe Warlick, J. D. Tant, and C. R. Nichol, well-known 
debaters among churches of Christ. Wood’s sharp 
repartee and vast Bible knowledge made him a 
formidable disputant.23 In 1957 James Adams was 
in his prime, mentally and physically. Adams served 
as moderator for his longtime friend, Roy E. Cogdill. 
The Cogdill-Woods Debate is a matter of public 
record and is easily obtained today. While Adams 
was widely used among the churches in gospel 
meetings, his work with the pen distinguished 
him as perhaps the ablest defender of the non-
institutional positions being taken by many brethren. 
A perusal of The Gospel Guardian, 1949-1960, will 
attest to this statement.

Adams moved from Nacogdoches to Oklahoma 
City in 1958 to work with the 10th and Francis 
congregation, where he stayed for six years (the 
elders at 10th and Francis had “lobbied” Adams 

when attending the Birmingham debate.) Guy N. 
Woods claimed Adams was killing the 10th and 
Francis church in Oklahoma, City. In reviewing 
those charges, Adams said his record in local work 
revealed just the opposite. The congregation grew 
and flourished during the time Adams preached 
in Oklahoma City.24 Interestingly, Adams regarded 
Woods as the most able of the preachers taking 
the “institutional” side of the controversy.25 After six 
years in Oklahoma City, Adams moved back to East 
Texas, this time to Henderson. After one year there, 
he returned to Nacogdoches, to work again with 
the Mound and Starr church. During some of those 
these years Adams was associated with Fanning 
Yater Tant, who taught in the Bible Chair conducted 
by the Mound and Starr congregation. 

Adam’s tenure in Nacogdoches ended when he 
and Sister Adams moved to Baytown, to work with 
the well-known Pruett and Lobit congregation. While 
here Adams continued his writing and preaching. 
In the early 1970s he wrote substantial reviews 
about a new unity movement that plagued non-
institutional churches.26 After two years in Baytown, 
Adams moved back to East Texas, this time to San 
Augustine, where he and Sister Adams built a home, 
which was located close to their daughter, Jimmie 
Nell. Over the next few years there were shorter 
stints of local work in Center, Texas (Northside), 
Huntington (two times), and Beaumont (Central). 
For four years James edited the Gospel Guardian 
and operated The Gospel Guardian Bookstore 
(located in Lukfin, Texas). Texas preacher, Jesse 
Kelley, printed the paper during these years.

For nearly twenty five years Adams was 
associated with the Timberland Drive church 
in Lufkin. The influence of James W. Adams is 
incalculable. His writing and preaching on live 
issues affecting the Lord’s church, along with 
hundreds of pages of writings on pertinent Bible 
themes, can still help Bible students today. James 
W. Adams contributed to a legacy – a rich spiritual 
legacy appreciated by all who still cling to the Bible 
principles so clearly delineated in sermons, in 
debates, and in writings. Unknown to many, Adams 
was a prolific and proficient poet. His Words Fitly 
Spoken contains poignant pieces about friends and 
loved ones.

Richard Hughes in anticipating the future of the 
Lord’s church, said that “Churches of Christ would 
likely continue their almost two hundred year-
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old allegiance to the New Testament as their final 
court of appeal. If past history was any indicator, 
renewal would come only after serious engagement 
with scripture and only insofar as change could 
be justified by the biblical text. The fundamental 
question facing Churches of Christ as the twenty-
first century dawned was this: What kind of book 
was the Bible, after all?”27 To those words James 
Wallace Adams would surely say “Amen.” Will you 
join him in doing the same?
 enDnoTeS

1 Personal interview, with James W. Adams, 
December 2006.

2 Personal interview, JWA, December 2006.
3 Personal interview, JWA,1999.
4 James H. Childress, “Getting Acquainted With Our 

Preaching Brethren,” Firm Foundation, Vol. 52, 
1935. 

5 This writer met John O’Dowd in April, 1997, in 
Houston, Texas. Brother O’Dowd and his wife 
operated a bookstore, dealing mainly in law books, 
with their customers coming from the Southwest 
School of Law and The University of Houston 
Law School. Margaret Edson O’Dowd, growing 
weary of her husband’s strident tone and tactics, 
abandoned principles of NT Christianity. Her views 
are reflected in her book on God’s grace.

6 Personal interview, JWA, May 2010.
7 Fanning Yater Tant, J. D. Tant Texas Preacher: 

A Biography (Athens: The C.E.I. Publishing 
Company, 2nd printing 1973), 477-8; Personal 
interview, JWA, 1999; Truman Smith, “John Hedge 
(1894-1989) As I Remember Him,” The Preceptor, 
June 2001, 24.

8 Personal interview with JWA; http://www.
easttexasoilmuseum.com; it should be noted that 
while brother Akin provided funds, Adams later 
paid the money back. Adams told me that Brother 
Akin told him that James was the only preacher 
to pay back the money Akin provided; James paid 
back the loan “five” dollars at a time. In personal 
visits it became clear to this writer that James 
Adams could have benefited personally, in many 
ways, had he accepted the many offers of money 
from the Akin family. Each offer was politely turned 
down. The Akin Foundation “mess” remained a 
visually sore memory for JWA.

9 See footnote 8 for repayment of Akin money.
10 At this time, students at Freed-Hardeman attended 

classes Tuesday through Saturday. This enabled 
the “preacher boys” enough time to travel to 
their Sunday appointments and then return to 
Henderson on Monday.

11  Personal interview with JWA, 1999.
12  Personal interview with JWA, 1999; James W. 

Adams, “Foy E. Wallace, 1896-1979,” The Gospel 
Guardian 32:11 (February 1980), 34-6.

13 Personal interview with JWA, 1999.
14 James W. Adams, “New Congregation in 

Longview, Texas,” Gospel Advocate, 15 (year 
missing; probably 1950). 

15 James W. Adams, “Foy E. Wallace, 1896-1979,” 
The Gospel Guardian 32:11 (February 1980), 34-6.

16 James D. Yates, “James W. Adams and The 
Akin Foundation,” Guardian of Truth, 31:23 (3 
December 1987), 18.

17 J. T. Alders, “Mound and Starr Church of 
Christ,” Nacogdoches County Families: Texas 
Sesquicentennial. (Nacogdoches: Curtis Media 
Corporation, 1985), 45. 

18 Foy E. Wallace, Sr., “An Interesting Meeting,” 
Gospel Advocate, 25 November 1937, Vol. 79, no 
page.

19 Personal interview with George T. Jones; J. T. 
Alders, “Mound and Starr Church of Christ,” 45; 
George T. Jones, “Harriet Lea Jones,” Faith and 
Facts, 27:3 (July 1999), 235-40.

20 Archie McDonald, “Not so long ago,” The Daily 
Sentinel, 30 July 2000, sec. 3C; J. T. Alders, 
“Mound and Starr Church of Christ,” 45; Personal 
interviews with J. D. Harkrider and Sam Gandy.

21 Mimeographed church directory, Mound and Starr 
church of Christ, November 1956.

22 Mimeographed church bulletins, Mound and Starr 
church of Christ, December 1, 1957, December 
22, 1957, March 2, 1958, June 1, 1958, June 29, 
1958, July 27, 1958, September 7, 1958.

23 Harrell Davidson, Over The Vast Horizon: 
Authorized Biography of Guy N. Woods (Obion: 
Harrell Davidson Publishing, 2003), 1-15, 66-104.

24 See The Gospel Visitor, local church bulletin for 
10th and Francis, 1958-1964. 

25 Interview with JWA, November 27, 2007.
26 These writings appear in Truth Magazine, 1972-

1974. This new unity movement had ties to W. Carl 
Ketcherside and Leroy Garrett.

27 Hughes, Roberts, The Churches of Christ, 158.



t
r

u
t

h
 

m
a

g
a

z
i
n

e
 

|
 

J
u

n
e

 
2

0
1

3
 

|
 

C
e

i
B

o
o

k
s

.
C

o
m

33

just enjoyed doing nothing, but being with 
one another. We played games – games that 
Jenny had to win (like me) and Corey wanted 
to play! Our children were so different, but 
both have been such a joy. Sandy and I are 
so richly blessed to have two faithful children 
who have married Christians and are bringing 
up our grandchildren in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord! And, in March of this 
year, Jenny’s oldest son, my oldest grandson 
named Corbin, obeyed the gospel! “Children’s 
children are the crown of old men” (Prov. 
17:6). 
Summer TempTaTIonS

But, summer also brings its own 
temptations, as different writers in this issue 
call to our attention and discuss. Vacation 
can be a time that one chooses recreational 
activities before the Lord. Summer can be a 
season for immodesty. Summers can be a 
time to develop habits of laziness and slothful 
living (sleeping late, staying up half the night 
playing video games and watching TV, and 
repeating that day in and day out). 
ConCLuSIon

How will you and your family use this 
summer? Several authors suggest different 
activities that you can do, but do not neglect 
Kevin Maxey’s fine article which raises the 
issue of the danger of allowing one’s time 
to be so over filled with activities that family 
togetherness is precluded. This is a practical 
issue of Truth Magazine and we hope you will 
use it to make your family time better.

The ChrisTian’s OppOrTuniTies and TempTaTiOns in The summer
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BIrmIngham, aL
Pine Lane Church of Christ

3955 Pine Lane Bessemer, AL
(N. side of Exit #6 at I459)
Bible Study      9:15 A.M.
Worship          10:00 A.M.
Evening            5:00 P.M.
Wednesday      7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: David Deason

(205)425-2352

mOnTgOmErY, aL
Eastbrook Church of Christ

650 Coliseum Blvd.
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Wednesday 6:00 P.M.

Bldg: (334) 272-4232
Evangelist: Brian Moore 279-1077

Charles Martin 283-2983 

TUCSOn, aZ
Church of Christ

145 N. Country Club Rd.
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Hugh Delong
326-3634 or 722-3179

JOnESBOrO, ar
Stone Street Church of Christ

1607 Stone St
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Dick Blackford
(870) 933-9134

aLamEDa, Ca
Alameda Church of Christ

2167 Santa Clara Ave.
Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:50 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist:
Olen Holderby
(510) 523-9547

www.alamedacoc.org

LOng BEaCh, Ca
Church of Christ

3433 Studebaker Rd.
Bible Study  9:50 A.M.
Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
JP Flores (562) 420-2363 

Mark Reeves (562) 420-9577
www.JustChristians.org

nOrThPOrT, aL
Northwood Church of Christ 
4601 Nrthwood Estates Dr.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: David Hartselle

COnWaY, ar
Hwy. 65 Church of Christ

271 Highway 65N
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Bruce Reeves

Bldg: (501) 336-0052

LITTLE rOCK, ar
Church of Christ

7115 West 65th St.
Bible Study  9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Don McClain

Res. (501)847-6677
Study (501) 568-1062

BELLFLOWEr, Ca
Rose Ave. Church of Christ

17903 Ibbetson Ave.
Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:50 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

(562) 866-5615

OCEanSIDE-VISTa,Ca
Church of Christ
2020 Sunset Dr.

Bible Study  9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(760) 940-8003

BIrmIngham, aL
Vestavia Hills Church of Christ 

2325 Old Columbiana Rd.
(near I-65 & Hwy. 31)

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Harold Comer, 

Jason Cicero & David Banning
(205) 822-0018 or 822-0082

CONWAY, AR 72032 
Eastside Church of Christ 

1540 E. Oak St. 
www.conwaychurchofchrist.org 

Schedule of Services 
Sun. Bible Classes   9:30 A.M. 
Sunday Worship     10:30 A.M. 
Sunday Worship           6:00 P.M. 
Wed. Bible Classes      7:00 P.M. 

Preacher - Gary Prince 
gwprince@juno.com

marShaLL, ar
Marshall Church of Christ

(North Central, AR)
Hwy. 27 N, 1 Mi. from 65 Jct.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Randy Searight

(870) 448-2055

CanOga ParK, Ca
(San Fernando Valley)

Church of Christ
7054 Winnetka Ave.

Bible Study  9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:45 A.M.
Afternoon 2:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Minister: Bruce Evans 
(818)795-5566

Spanish congregation 
(818)701-0112

FT. COLLInS, CO
Foothills Church of Christ

1200 Raintree Drive
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Bible Study  11:30 A.M.

Call (970) 482-9690 for 
Wednesday Service

(Meets in home.)

FLOrEnCE, aL
College View Church of Christ

851 N. Pine St.
(Next to University Campus)
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:15 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelists: Mark White
(256) 766-0403

ParrISh, aL
McArthur Heights
Church of Christ
5082 Hwy. 269

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 6:30 P.M.
(205) 686-5978 or 686-5620

COnWaY, ar
Prince Street Church of Christ

2655 Prince St. (Hwy. 60)
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(501) 339-6917

PInE BLUFF, ar
Church of Christ
4700 W. 28th St.

Bible Study  9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:35 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Clarence W. Fell
(870) 879-2097

DUBLIn, Ca
Tri-Valley Church of Christ

11873 Dublin Blvd.
Dublin, CA 94568

Worship 9:30 A.M.
Bible Study  11:10 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Worship 1:30 P.M.

Wednesday
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Joshua Higgins

(925) 828-8747

hUnTSVILLE, aL
Chapman Acres Church of Christ

2137 Penhall Dr., NE
(I-565, Exit 21, right on Maysville 
Rd., left on Chapman Ave., right 

on Penhall Dr.)
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Jonathan Reeder

(256) 536-5296
www.chapmanacres.org

SCOTTSBOrO, aL 
Eastside Church of Christ

John T. Reid Pkwy.
(Hwy. 72, 2 mi. E. of Hwy. 35)
Worship 9:00 A.M.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Wayne Chappell, Sr.
(256) 574-1603 or 575-2664

FT. SmITh, ar
South 46th St.

Church of Christ
2323 South 46th St.

Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Shawn Chancellor
(870) 648-2898 or 

(479) 782-0588

POCahOnTaS, ar
Westside Church of Christ

Hwy 90 West
(1/2 mile West of Hospital)

PO Box 43
Bible Study 9:00am
Worship 9:45am
Afternoon 1:00pm
Wednesday 6:30pm

Herbert Starr, Evangelist
870-236-8589

Shop 
online @

ceibooks.com

mOBILE, aL
West Mobile Church of Christ

129 Hillcrest Rd.

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 11:30 A.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(251) 342-4144 or 342-2041

Shop 
online @

ceibooks.com

harrISOn, ar
Capps Rd. Church of Christ

407 Bella Vista Dr.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:15 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Norman E. Sewell
www.cappsroad.org

741-9104 or 741-5151

rOgErS, ar
Central Church of Christ

P.O. Box 763
Bible Study  9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(479) 636-7484
(479) 366-9493

FOLSOm, Ca
Church of Christ

900 E. Natomas St.
P.O. Box 492

Worship 9:30 A.M.
Bible Study 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: David Posey
(530) 676-9514 or 

(916) 608-4866
www.folsomchurch.com

Subscribe 
Today! 

Truth Magazine
855-49-booKS

855-492-6657

GLENNDaLE, aZ
Church of Christ

6801 N. 60th Ave.
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship  9:40 A.M.
Evening  5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Steven Harper

JaCKSOnVILLE, ar
Church of Christ

1807 McArthur Dr.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(501) 982-6413 - church bldg
(501) 982-6776 - William Engel

TEXarKana, ar
Church of Christ
2301 Franklin Dr.

Bible Study  9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:15 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Marc R. Hinds

FrEmOnT, Ca
Centerville Church of Christ

3885 Beacon Ave, Ste D
Fremont, CA 94538

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.

(510) 794-7659
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      LOVELanD, CO
Poudre Valley church of Christ
4202 North Garfield Avenue

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Afternoon 2:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Richard Thetford
(970)443-5358

www.poudrevalleychurchofchrist.org

DESTIn, FL
South Walton Church of Christ

64 Casting Lake Rd.
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(850) 622-3817
www.southwaltonchurchofchrist.com

JaCKSOnVILLE, FL
Marietta Church of Christ

8150 Driggers St.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Jamie Rhoden

Elders: Jamie Rhoden & Steve Frazier
(904) 781-5704 or 693-0432

www.mariettacoc.com

PaLaTKa, FL
Palatka Church of Christ

505 Third Ave.
(Third Ave. intersects Hwy. 19 
one block south of Hwy. 20) 
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Robert Skomp

(386) 326-3952 or 546-5689

TamPa, FL
Central Church of Christ

2701 E. Fowler Ave (in the Clarion)
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 9:50 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

John Lockaby (813) 833-5786 
John Trimble (813) 914-0546

BLaCKFOOT, ID
Church of Christ
370 N. Shilling

P.O. Box 158-83221
Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(208) 785-6168 or 681-1552

mOnTrOSE, CO

San Juan Church of Christ
1414 Hawk Parkway, Unit C
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 2:00 P.M.

(970) 249-8116

FOrT LaUDErDaLE, FL
Northside Church of Christ

912 NW 19th St.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

(954) 763-1404

KEY LargO, FL
Key Largo Church of Christ
100695 N. Overseas Hwy.
33037 m.m. 100.7 on US 1
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: William LeDent

(305) 451-1194

PaLmETTO, FL
Palmetto Church of Christ

1575 14th Avenue W.
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

www.palmettochurchofchrist.com
(941) 722-1307

aBIngDOn, IL
Abingdon Church of Christ

209 N. Main
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evangelist: John B. Wilson

(309) 462-5368

FOrT mYErS, FL
Church of Christ

200 Pine Island Rd.
Bible Study  9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:15 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Vernon E. Ford

(239) 567-0819

CEnTErVILLE, ga
Centerville Church of Christ

250 Collins Ave. (Near Robins AFB)
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: J. Wiley Adams

(478) 922-1158

Shop 
online @

ceibooks.com

mILTOn, DE
Lighthouse Church of Christ

14574 Coastal Hwy. Rt. 1
Worship 9:30 A.M.

Sunday School 10:45 A.M.
Wednesday  7:00 P.M.

(302) 644-7379

FOrT mYErS, FL
Southside Church of Christ

13641 Learning Ct.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: David P. Schmidt
433-2838 or 482-2158

mIamI, FL
Flagler Grove Church of Christ

(Nearest to Airport)
500 N.W. 53rd Ave.

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: John Buttrick

(305) 634-5924

Panama CITY BEaCh, FL
Beach Church of Christ
8910 Front Beach Rd.

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Ben Liggin
(850) 234-2521 or 234-1368

COnYErS, ga
Rockdale Church of Christ

East Metro Atlanta, 705 Smyrna Rd.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Forrest Bacon, elder (770) 918-
1932; Wendell Holland, elder 

(770) 761-6987; 
Building (770) 929-3973

ChICagO, IL
Church of Christ

1514 West 74th Street
Bible Study  9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: James E. Scott

Bldg. (773) 224-9279 
(708) 339-6126

mIamI, FL
Church of Christ

Eglise du Christ de Miami
8343 NE 3rd Ct.

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Minister: Junot Joseph
(305) 244-8295

FT. WaLTOn BEaCh, FL
6 Lane Dr.

Mary Esther, FL
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Joey Rankin
(850) 244-9222

mIamI, FL
Church of Christ

12780 Quail Roost Dr.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Clark Pace
(305) 233-9590 or 

(954) 430-1437

Panama CITY, FL
Church of Christ
3339 Florida Ave.

(Between Baldwin Rd. & Hwy. 390)
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Marvin Hudson

(850) 265-6539

PInE mTn. VaLLEY, ga
Church of Christ
Route 116 (near

Callaway Gardens)
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Tommy W. Thomas
(706) 628-5117 or 628-5229

DOWnErS grOVE, IL
Church of Christ

1236 63rd St.
(1 and 1/2 mile E. of I355)

Bible Study  9:00 A.M.
Worship 9:55 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

(630) 968-0760 • www.dgcoc.org

Shop 
online @

ceibooks.com

FrOSTPrOOF, FL
Church of Christ

40 W. “A” St.
Frostproof, FL 33483

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Jimmy Ford, preacher
(863) 635-2607 or 635-4278

OCaLa, FL
Anthony Church of Christ

9778 N.E. Jacksonville Rd.
Anthony, FL  32617

Bible Study          9 A.M.
Worship              10 A.M.
Wednesday      6:30 P.M.

Evangelist:  Greg Cruz
phone: 352-629-5505
www.anthonycofc.com

PEnSaCOLa, FL
East Hill Church of Christ

2078 E. Nine Mile Rd.
at Camberwell Rd.

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Hal Hammons

(850) 479-2130 
and (850) 602-8420

SaVannah, ga
Costal Church of Christ
7201 Johnny Mercer Blvd 

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday 6:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Ron Nelson
ronaldnelson1@gmail.com

(912) 306-4631
www.coastalchurchofchrist.com

gLEnn ELLYn, IL
Church of Christ

796 Prairie, 60137
Bible Study  9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Joseph T. Novak

(630) 529-2149
(630) 858-2290

BrOOKSVILLE, FL
Church of Christ

604 W. Fort Dade Ave.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:50 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: V.C. McCormick

(352) 796-9803

gEnEVa, FL

Church of Christ
Ave. C and 2nd St.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:45 A.M.

(407) 349-9998

OrLanDO, FL
Pine Hills Church of Christ

890 Hastings St.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Ray West
(407) 293–2851 or 290–8650

SEFFnEr, FL
Church of Christ

621 E. Wheeler Rd.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:50 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Bobby Witherington 
(813) 684-1297

www.seffnercoc.org

VaLDOSTa, ga
Gonwood Church of Christ

4030 Mulligan Rd.(4 mi. S. of Moody)
Next to Fred's Store on Bemiss Rd.

Valdosta, GA 31605
Sunday Bible Class      10 A.M.
Sunday Morn. Worship 11 A.M.
Sunday Eve. Worship     6 P.M.
Wed. Eve. Bible Class    7 P.M. 
(229) 219-8449 or (229) 300-3739
agospelpreacher@gmail.com

maTTOOn, IL
Southside Church of Christ

1100 S. 17th St.
Bible Study  9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(217) 234-3702

hOLLYWOOD, FL
Harding St. Church of Christ

5828 Harding St.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

(954) 961-4112

OrLanDO, FL
Azalea Park Church of Christ

6800 Lake Underhill Rd.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 4:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: James P. Needham
(407) 277-7931 or 628-2995

VaLDOSTa, ga
Church of Christ

4313 North Valdosta Rd.
(Located 1 mile E. of Exit 22 off I-75)

Worship 9:00 A.M.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.

(No evening worship)
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(229) 244-8630

PaLaTInE, IL
Church of Christ

(N.W. Chicago Suburb)
1050 N. Deer Ave.

Bible Study  9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(847) 967-9667

DELanD, FL
North Blvd. Church of Christ

823 N. Woodland Blvd.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Jack Owen
(386) 734-6907 or 734-4311
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OrLanDO, FL
S. Bumby Church of Christ

3940 S. Bumby 
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Joshua C. Creel

(407) 851-8031 or
(321) 235-3307

hI - ISLanD OF OahU
Leeward Church of Christ

94-1233 Waipahu St.
Waipahu, HI 96797

(15 mi. from Honolulu; 18 mi. from Waikiki)
Bible Study 9 am
Worship 10 am
Evening 6 pm

Wednesday 7 pm
www.leewardchurchofchrist.org

Anthony Genton: (808) 671-0239 

CLarKSVILLE, In
Clarksville Church of Christ
407 W. Lewis & Clark Pkwy.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Kipp Campbell

(502) 593-6868 or (812) 944-2305
www.cvcofc.org

948-9917
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ELLETTSVILLE, In
Church of Christ

303 W. Temperance St.
Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Paul Adams
(812) 876-2285

EL DOraDO, KS
Emporia St. Church of Christ

1154 S. Emporia
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday  7:00 P.M.

(316) 250-7123

DanVILLE, KY
385 E. Lexington Ave.

Worship 10:00 A.M.
Bible Study 11:15 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday  7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Scott Vifquain 
(859) 236-4204

BOSSIEr CITY, La
Bossier Church of Christ

2917 Foster
Bible Study 9 :30 A.M.
Worship 10 :30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(318) 747-4308 or 742-4557

CEDar SPrIngS, mI
Grand Rapids Area

W. Michigan church of Christ
Sr. Citizen Center, 44 Park St.

Worship 11:00 A.M.
Bible Study 12:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Joseph Gladwell

(616) 975-2778
westmichcofc10@yahoo.com

grEEnWOOD, In
Greenwood Church of Christ

371 W. Main St.
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship            10:30 A.M.
Evening    4:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelists: Dan Barker & 

Steve Niemeier
(317) 888-8288

www.churchofchristatgreenwood.org

FranKLIn, KY
31–W North Church of Christ
1733 Bowling Green Road

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Steve Monts
(270) 586-3978

www.franklinchurch.com

LEESVILLE, La
White Park Church of Christ

17801 Nolan Trace; 20 mi. from 
Fort Polk (5 mi. W. of Leesville)

Bible Study  9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:35 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(337) 239-4614
www.whiteparkchurchofchrist.org

DULUTh, mn
Church of Christ

4401 Glennnwood St.
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Bible Study 5:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Nick Krumrei
(218) 728-3233

hOBarT, In
Church of Christ
300 N. Liberty St.

Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Jerry Cleek
(219) 942-2663

SaLEm, In
Westside Church of Christ
2000 West State Rd. 56

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Evan Casey
(812) 883-2033

www.westsidechurchofchrist.info

aUSTIn, KY
Peter’s Creek Church of Christ

856 Thomerson Park Rd.
Bible Study   9:30 A.M.
Worship  10:30 A.M.

Evening (Nov-Mar) 5:00 P.M.
Evening (Apr-Oct) 6:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Justin Monts
(270) 404-2171 or 646-0498

www.peterscreekcoc.com

Shop 
online @

ceibooks.com

manY, La
Lakeside Church of Christ

12095 Texas Hwy. (Hwy. 6 W.)
12 miles west of Many 

Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(318) 256-9396

PLaInFIELD, In
Church of Christ West

2028 Stafford Rd., Suite C
(Marsh Shopping Center)

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 9:50 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
 Evangelist: Johnie Edwards

(317) 964-9404 or (317) 839-1769
www.churchofchristwest.org

TraFaLgar, In
Spearsville Rd. Church of 

Christ, 6244 S. 500W.
(1.2 mi. S. of Hwy. 135)

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Ed Rangel
(317) 878-5969

www.trafalgarchurch.com

BEaVEr Dam, KY
Church of Christ
1235 Williams St.

Worship  10:00 A.M.
Bible Study   After Worship 
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Mike Thomas

(270) 274-4451 or 274-4486

LEITChFIELD, KY
Mill St. Church of Christ

733 Mill Street, Highway 62 E.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:55 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Michael Hardin

(270) 259-4968, (270) 300-3239
www.millstreetchurchofchrist.org

STOnEWaLL, La
N. DeSoto Church of Christ

2071 Highway 171
(South of Shreveport)

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship  10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(318) 925-2733

heLp
vaCaTIonIng
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InDIanaPOLIS, In
Castleton Church of Christ
7701 East 86th St., 46256

SUNDAY
Worship 9:30 A.M.

Bible Study 10:25 A.M.
Worship 11:15 A.M. 

WEDNESDAY
Bible Study 7:00 P.M. 

(317) 710-1204

DES mOInES, Ia
Church of Christ

1310 N.E. 54th Ave.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:40 A.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(515) 262-6799

Subscribe 
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LOUISVILLE, KY
Valley Station Church of Christ

1803 Dixie Garden Dr.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Dudley Ross Spears
(502) 937-2822

POrTLanD, mE
Church of Christ

856 Brighton Ave. 
(Breakwater School)

Leave Maine Turnpike at Exit 48
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.

Second service immediately following 
morning worship. Mid-week Bible 

Study—Please call for times & places 
(207) 839-3075 or 839-8409

ST. CharLES, mn
Church of Christ

636 Whitewater Ave.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday 7PM, call for location

Bible Study 2:15 P.M.
FREE Bible correspondence studies
Evangelist: Robert Lehnertz

(507) 534-2905

JamESTOWn, In
Church of Christ

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:25 A.M.
Evening 4:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Greg King
(765) 676-6404 or (765) 891-9443

www.jamestowncoc.com

Shop 
online @

ceibooks.com

LOUISVILLE, KY
Church of Christ

4401 West Broad St.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Donald Wright, Jr.
(502) 772-3026 or 491-9372

BOOnEVILLE, mS
Oakleigh Dr. Church of Christ

101 Oakleigh Dr.
Bible Study  9:45 A.M.
Worship  10:30 A.M.
Evening 4:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Building: (662) 728-1942

marIOn, In
South Marion Church of Christ

3629 S. Washington St.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Alan Jones
(765) 922-7602

www.southmarionchurchofchrist.org

TOPEKa, KS
17th Street Church of Christ

5600 SW 17th St.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 4:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(785) 235-8687 or 273-7977

www.17thstreetchurchofchrist.org

BranDEnBUrg, KY
Brandenburg Church of Christ

612 Broadway
Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 6:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Charles J. White

(270) 422-3878

OWEnSBOrO, KY
Southside Church of Christ

2920 New Hartford Rd.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(270) 683-5386

SEVErn, mD
Southwest Church of Christ

805 Meadow Rd.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Brandon Trout

(410) 969-1420 or (410) 551-6549
www.swcofchrist.com

CLInTOn, mS
McRaven Rd. Church of Christ
301 McRaven Rd. (I20, exit 36) 

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Leonard White

(601) 925-9757 or 924-2645

OOLITIC, In
Church of Christ

400 Lafayette Ave.
P.O. Box 34

Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(812) 279-4332

WIChITa, KS
Westside Church of Christ

2626 W. 47th St. South
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Mike O’Neal
(316) 729-9302 or 942-1649

www.cocwestside.com

CamPBELLSVILLE, KY
Sunny Hill Dr. Church of Christ

(near the Dairy Queen)
AM Worship 9:30 A.M.
AM Bible Study 10:30 A.M.
AM Worship 11:30 A.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Steve Lee
stevelee4510@windstream.net

(270) 789-1651
WWW.SUNNYHILLCOC.COM

rEgIna, KY
Road Creek Church of Christ
7 miles west of Elkhorn City
on Route 460 & Route 80

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:50 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(606) 754-9883, 754-8642

or 754-5398

rIVErDaLE, mD
(Washington, D.C. area)

Wildercroft Church of Christ
6330 Auburn Ave.

Bible Study  9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Antoine Holloway
(301) 474-7460 or (301) 741-0012

COLUmBUS, mS
Woodlawn Church of Christ
359 Sanders Mills Rd. Steen
Bible Study  9:00 A.M.
Worship  9:45 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Willis Logan
(601) 356-6629

PEKIn, In
Church of Christ

(First St. & Karnes Ct.)
Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Jeremy Goen

(812) 967-3437 or 967-3520
www.pekinchurchofchrist.com

grInnELL, Ia
Church of Christ
1402 Third Ave.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday  7:00 P.M.

(641) 236-1955 
(641) 521-6485
(641) 236-3883

CanEYVILLE, KY
Caneyville Church of Christ

103 N. Main St.
(near the 4 way stop)

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Jarrod Jacobs

(270) 589-4167, (270) 274-3065 
or (502) 724-2231

BaTOn rOUgE, La
Park Forest Church of Christ

9923 Sunny Cline Dr.
Bible Study  9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Bill Crews
275-4684 or 273-1105

Subscribe 
Today! 

Truth Magazine
855-49-booKS

855-492-6657

gULFPOrT, mS
Morris Rd. Church of Christ
1 blk. N. of Dedeaux Rd. & 
3 Rivers Rd. on Morris Rd.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Steven Carmack

(228) 832-5529

i n d i a n a
t h r o u g h

mississippi Directory of Churches

Shop online @
www.ceibooks.com
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 mErIDIan, mS
Grandview Church of Christ

2820 Grandview Ave.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday 6:30 P.M.

 (601) 482-0543 or 
(601) 679-8542

Contacts: Ron Cooper 
and Jim Young

youngins@comcast.net

haLLSVILLE, mO
Hallsville Church of Christ

5855 E Hwy 124
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.

Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.

Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Raymond Breuer 
(573) 696-0003

Kenneth Shern (573) 442-8475 

BEaTrICE, nE
Church of Christ

7th and Bell
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M.

233-4102 or 228-3827
www.churchofchrist7bell.com

DaYTOn, Oh
West Carrollton

28 W. Main Street, 45449
Early Worship  9:00 A.M.
Bible Study  9:30 A.M.
Worship  10:25 A.M.
Wednesday  7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Michael Grushon
(937) 866-5162, 434-3090 or

848-3779
E-mail: www.wc-coc.org

nEW CarLISLE, Oh
Church of Christ
235 Funston Ave.

(Near Wright–Patterson AFB)
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Randy Blackaby

(937) 849-1643 
or 845-8467 (bldg.)

mErIDIan, mS
7th St. Church of Christ

2914 7th St.
Bible Study  9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 6:30 P.M.

(601) 483-3101

Shop 
online @

ceibooks.com

LaS VEgaS, nV
Vegas Dr. Church of Christ

3816 Vegas Drive
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(702) 648-4827

CharLOTTE, nC
Charlotte Church of Christ

5327 S. Tyron St.
Worship 9:00 A.M.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

(704) 525-5655

FranKLIn, Oh
Franklin Church of Christ

6417 Franklin/Lebanon Rd.
Franklin, OH 45005

Sunday
Bible Study            9:45 A.M.
Worship               10:45 A.M.
Evangelist: Eston Vandever

(937)746-1249

nEW LEBanOn, Oh
Church of Christ
1973 W. Main St.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Marvin L. Eads
(937) 236-6521 or 546-8828

SOUThaVEn, mS
(Memphis area)
Church of Christ

2110 E State Line Rd. (Exit I-55)
Bible Study  9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: James A. Brown

(662) 342-1132 - Church Building

KEnnETT, mO
Church of Christ
703 Harrison St.

 Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(573) 888-6778 or (870) 650-1648
Nolan Glover, Preacher

www.westsidechurchofchrist.us

FrEmOnT, Oh
Church of Christ

3361 W. State St.
1 mi. W. of Fremont on U.S. Rt. 20

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(419) 849-3340 or 849-2980

www.fremontchurchofchrist.com

nEW rIChmOnD, Oh
Church of Christ

550 Washington St.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Contact: Dave Wylie
(513) 553-6414

www.nrchurchofchrist.com

BLUE SPrIngS, mO
Southside Church of Christ

4000 SW Christiansen
Worship 9:00 A.M.
Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Brett Hogland 

(816) 228-9262

LILBOUrn, mO
P.O. Box 270
211 Benton St.

Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Shane Williams
(573) 688-2234 or 748-5204

rEnO, nV
Central Church of Christ

2450 Wrondel Way, Ste. A
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(775) 786–2888

hOPE mILLS, nC
Gray’s Creek Church of 

Christ
Gray’s Community Bldg.

School Road
Worship 10 am

Bible Study 11am
(910) 321-9023
(910) 424-2372

hamILTOn, Oh
Westview Church of Christ

1040 Azel Ave.
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 9:45 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: David A. Stansberry
(513) 868-9988

nOrThWOOD, Oh
(Toledo Area) Church of Christ

4110 Frey Rd.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Donald Jarabek

893-3566 or 691-0688

CaPE gIrarDEaU, mO
North Cape Church of Christ
121 S. Broadview St. Suite 2
Cape Girardeau, MO 63703
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Jerry Lee Westbrook
(573)334-9673

raYTOWn, mO
Sterling Ave. Church of Christ

5825 Sterling Ave.
(Near Sports Complex)

Bible Study  9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Norman E. Fultz
(816) 358-3096 or 554-0836

www.sterlingavechurchofchrist.org

VaUXhaLL, nJ
Church of Christ

Milbourn Mall Suite 6
2933 Vauxhall Rd.

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Harry A. Persaud
Home: (908) 964-8570
Church: (908) 964-6356

BEaVErCrEEK, Oh
Knollwood Church of Christ

1031 Welford Dr.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Afternoon 3:00 P.M.
Wed. Afternoon 1:00 P.M.
Wed. Evening 7:30 P.M.

(937) 426-1422
www.knollwoodchurch.org

hILLIarD, Oh
Church of Christ

4840 Cemetery Rd.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

(614) 876-4089

UhrIChSVILLE, Oh
Church of Christ

638 Parrish Street
Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M.
Mid-week  6:30 P.M.

CInCInnaTI, Oh
Church of Christ

Evergreen Retirement Center
230 West Galbraith Rd.
Cincinnati, Oh 45215

Sunday Morning      10:00 A.M.

Phone: 513-948-1012
wchea1@yahoo.com

Subscribe 
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855-49-booKS
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COLUmBIa, mO
Eastside Church of Christ

5051 Ponderosa
Columbia, MO 65201

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

445-5497 or 636-0224

ST. JamES, mO
Church of Christ
685 Sidney St.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:15 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Lynn Huggins

(573) 265-8628

Shop 
online @

ceibooks.com

CInCInnaTI, Oh
Blue Ash

Church of Christ
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evang:elist: Russell Dunaway, Jr.
891-3174

manSFIELD, Oh
Eastside Church of Christ

326 Grace Street
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 6:30 P.M.

Evangelist: James Bond
(419) 526-2868

OKLahOma CITY, OK
Seminole Pointe 
Church of Christ

16300 N. May Ave.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: John M. Duvall

(405) 340-3189 or 513-6691
www.seminolepointecofc.org

DOnIPhan, mO
Southside Church of Christ

Hwy. 142 E. ½ mile
(P.O. Box 220)

Bible Study  9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(573) 996-3251 or 996-3513

ST. JOSEPh, mO
County Line Church of Christ

2727 County Line Rd.
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 9:50 A.M.
Evening 3:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(816) 279-4737
www.countylinechurchofchrist.com

aLBUQUErQUE, nm
Heights Church of Christ

7801 Zuni Road, S.E.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evanagelist: Darrel Yontz

(505) 266-7577
www.heightschurchof christ.com

CLEVELanD, Oh
Lorain Ave. Church of Christ

13501 Lorain Ave.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

(216) 476-0660 or
(330) 725-3960, 723-0111

manSFIELD, Oh
Southside Church of Christ
687 Mansfield-Lucas Road
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 6:30 P.M.

Leon Bond: 525-3684
Church: 522-8982

TULSa, OK
Woodland Hills Church of Christ

9119 E. 61 St.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Ross Oldenkamp
(918) 252-1220

FaIr grOVE, mO
Church of Christ

217 N. Orchard Blvd.
Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Walter Myers

(417) 830-8972 or (417) 736-2663

ST. JOSEPh, mO
Prairie Hills Church of Christ

14273 County Rd. 307 (.7 mi. E of 
Intersection I-29 & Hwy. 169)
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:50 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(816) 233-6485
Evangelist: Erik Smith

aD SpaCe 
avaILabLe

PLACE YOURS TODAY!
tmmikewillis@gmail.com

COLUmBUS, Oh
Laurel Canyon

Church of Christ
409 McNaughton Rd.

Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(614)868-1375 www.lccoc.net

marIETTa-rEnO, Oh
Marietta-Reno Church of Christ

80 Sandhill Road
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(740) 222-9160 (Daniel Ruegg) or 
473-9028 (Steve Foutty)

mEDFOrD, Or
Church of Christ
1850 Spring St.

(Roxy Ann Grange Hall)
Corner of Spring/Valley View
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Thursday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Dean Blackwell

(541) 773-2649

ELLETTSVILLE, In
Church of Christ

303 W. Temperance St.
Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Paul Adams
(812) 876-2285

EL DOraDO, KS
Emporia St. Church of Christ

1154 S. Emporia
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday  7:00 P.M.

(316) 250-7123

DanVILLE, KY
385 E. Lexington Ave.

Worship 10:00 A.M.
Bible Study 11:15 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday  7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Scott Vifquain 
(859) 236-4204

BOSSIEr CITY, La
Bossier Church of Christ

2917 Foster
Bible Study 9 :30 A.M.
Worship 10 :30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(318) 747-4308 or 742-4557

CEDar SPrIngS, mI
Grand Rapids Area

W. Michigan church of Christ
Sr. Citizen Center, 44 Park St.

Worship 11:00 A.M.
Bible Study 12:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Joseph Gladwell

(616) 975-2778
westmichcofc10@yahoo.com

grEEnWOOD, In
Greenwood Church of Christ

371 W. Main St.
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship            10:30 A.M.
Evening    4:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelists: Dan Barker & 

Steve Niemeier
(317) 888-8288

www.churchofchristatgreenwood.org

FranKLIn, KY
31–W North Church of Christ
1733 Bowling Green Road

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Steve Monts
(270) 586-3978

www.franklinchurch.com

LEESVILLE, La
White Park Church of Christ

17801 Nolan Trace; 20 mi. from 
Fort Polk (5 mi. W. of Leesville)

Bible Study  9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:35 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(337) 239-4614
www.whiteparkchurchofchrist.org

DULUTh, mn
Church of Christ

4401 Glennnwood St.
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Bible Study 5:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Nick Krumrei
(218) 728-3233

hOBarT, In
Church of Christ
300 N. Liberty St.

Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Jerry Cleek
(219) 942-2663

SaLEm, In
Westside Church of Christ
2000 West State Rd. 56

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Evan Casey
(812) 883-2033

www.westsidechurchofchrist.info

aUSTIn, KY
Peter’s Creek Church of Christ

856 Thomerson Park Rd.
Bible Study   9:30 A.M.
Worship  10:30 A.M.

Evening (Nov-Mar) 5:00 P.M.
Evening (Apr-Oct) 6:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Justin Monts
(270) 404-2171 or 646-0498

www.peterscreekcoc.com

Shop 
online @

ceibooks.com

manY, La
Lakeside Church of Christ

12095 Texas Hwy. (Hwy. 6 W.)
12 miles west of Many 

Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(318) 256-9396

PLaInFIELD, In
Church of Christ West

2028 Stafford Rd., Suite C
(Marsh Shopping Center)

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 9:50 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
 Evangelist: Johnie Edwards

(317) 964-9404 or (317) 839-1769
www.churchofchristwest.org

TraFaLgar, In
Spearsville Rd. Church of 

Christ, 6244 S. 500W.
(1.2 mi. S. of Hwy. 135)

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Ed Rangel
(317) 878-5969

www.trafalgarchurch.com

BEaVEr Dam, KY
Church of Christ
1235 Williams St.

Worship  10:00 A.M.
Bible Study   After Worship 
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Mike Thomas

(270) 274-4451 or 274-4486

LEITChFIELD, KY
Mill St. Church of Christ

733 Mill Street, Highway 62 E.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:55 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Michael Hardin

(270) 259-4968, (270) 300-3239
www.millstreetchurchofchrist.org

STOnEWaLL, La
N. DeSoto Church of Christ

2071 Highway 171
(South of Shreveport)

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship  10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(318) 925-2733
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InDIanaPOLIS, In
Castleton Church of Christ
7701 East 86th St., 46256

SUNDAY
Worship 9:30 A.M.

Bible Study 10:25 A.M.
Worship 11:15 A.M. 

WEDNESDAY
Bible Study 7:00 P.M. 

(317) 710-1204

DES mOInES, Ia
Church of Christ

1310 N.E. 54th Ave.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:40 A.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(515) 262-6799

Subscribe 
Today! 

Truth Magazine
855-49-booKS

855-492-6657

LOUISVILLE, KY
Valley Station Church of Christ

1803 Dixie Garden Dr.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Dudley Ross Spears
(502) 937-2822

POrTLanD, mE
Church of Christ

856 Brighton Ave. 
(Breakwater School)

Leave Maine Turnpike at Exit 48
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.

Second service immediately following 
morning worship. Mid-week Bible 

Study—Please call for times & places 
(207) 839-3075 or 839-8409

ST. CharLES, mn
Church of Christ

636 Whitewater Ave.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday 7PM, call for location

Bible Study 2:15 P.M.
FREE Bible correspondence studies
Evangelist: Robert Lehnertz

(507) 534-2905

JamESTOWn, In
Church of Christ

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:25 A.M.
Evening 4:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Greg King
(765) 676-6404 or (765) 891-9443

www.jamestowncoc.com

Shop 
online @

ceibooks.com

LOUISVILLE, KY
Church of Christ

4401 West Broad St.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Donald Wright, Jr.
(502) 772-3026 or 491-9372

BOOnEVILLE, mS
Oakleigh Dr. Church of Christ

101 Oakleigh Dr.
Bible Study  9:45 A.M.
Worship  10:30 A.M.
Evening 4:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Building: (662) 728-1942

marIOn, In
South Marion Church of Christ

3629 S. Washington St.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Alan Jones
(765) 922-7602

www.southmarionchurchofchrist.org

TOPEKa, KS
17th Street Church of Christ

5600 SW 17th St.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 4:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(785) 235-8687 or 273-7977

www.17thstreetchurchofchrist.org

BranDEnBUrg, KY
Brandenburg Church of Christ

612 Broadway
Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 6:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Charles J. White

(270) 422-3878

OWEnSBOrO, KY
Southside Church of Christ

2920 New Hartford Rd.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(270) 683-5386

SEVErn, mD
Southwest Church of Christ

805 Meadow Rd.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Brandon Trout

(410) 969-1420 or (410) 551-6549
www.swcofchrist.com

CLInTOn, mS
McRaven Rd. Church of Christ
301 McRaven Rd. (I20, exit 36) 

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Leonard White

(601) 925-9757 or 924-2645

OOLITIC, In
Church of Christ

400 Lafayette Ave.
P.O. Box 34

Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(812) 279-4332

WIChITa, KS
Westside Church of Christ

2626 W. 47th St. South
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Mike O’Neal
(316) 729-9302 or 942-1649

www.cocwestside.com

CamPBELLSVILLE, KY
Sunny Hill Dr. Church of Christ

(near the Dairy Queen)
AM Worship 9:30 A.M.
AM Bible Study 10:30 A.M.
AM Worship 11:30 A.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Steve Lee
stevelee4510@windstream.net

(270) 789-1651
WWW.SUNNYHILLCOC.COM

rEgIna, KY
Road Creek Church of Christ
7 miles west of Elkhorn City
on Route 460 & Route 80

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:50 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(606) 754-9883, 754-8642

or 754-5398

rIVErDaLE, mD
(Washington, D.C. area)

Wildercroft Church of Christ
6330 Auburn Ave.

Bible Study  9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Antoine Holloway
(301) 474-7460 or (301) 741-0012

COLUmBUS, mS
Woodlawn Church of Christ
359 Sanders Mills Rd. Steen
Bible Study  9:00 A.M.
Worship  9:45 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Willis Logan
(601) 356-6629

PEKIn, In
Church of Christ

(First St. & Karnes Ct.)
Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Jeremy Goen

(812) 967-3437 or 967-3520
www.pekinchurchofchrist.com

grInnELL, Ia
Church of Christ
1402 Third Ave.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday  7:00 P.M.

(641) 236-1955 
(641) 521-6485
(641) 236-3883

CanEYVILLE, KY
Caneyville Church of Christ

103 N. Main St.
(near the 4 way stop)

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Jarrod Jacobs

(270) 589-4167, (270) 274-3065 
or (502) 724-2231

BaTOn rOUgE, La
Park Forest Church of Christ

9923 Sunny Cline Dr.
Bible Study  9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Bill Crews
275-4684 or 273-1105

Subscribe 
Today! 

Truth Magazine
855-49-booKS

855-492-6657

gULFPOrT, mS
Morris Rd. Church of Christ
1 blk. N. of Dedeaux Rd. & 
3 Rivers Rd. on Morris Rd.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Steven Carmack

(228) 832-5529
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SWEET hOmE, Or
Church of Christ
3702 E. Long St.

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Building: (541) 367-1599

WEST COLUmBIa, SC
Airport Church of Christ

4013 Edmund Hwy. (Hwy. 302)
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Seth Mauldin
Building (803) 834-6978

http://airport-church-of-christ.com

KIngSPOrT, Tn
Kingsport Church of Christ

4938 Fort Henry Drive
P.O. Box 554

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Tom Kinzel
Bldg.# 423-239-3979 

or 423-579-2002
www.kptcoc.org

PIgEOn FOrgE, Tn
King Branch Road Church of Christ

560 King Branch Road
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Facilities available for Sunday 

evening services upon request.
Evangelist: Roger Williams

(865)430-5980
www.KingBranchRoadChurchOfChrist.org

aUSTIn, TX
Schultz Lane Church of Christ

Faber Rd. & Schultz Ln.
Pflugerville, TX 78660

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 2:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Ron Lehde

DICKInSOn, TX
Church of Christ

2919 FM 517 Rd. E. 
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:50 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 9:45 A.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(281) 534-4870

marYVILLE, Tn
Smokey Mt. Church of Christ

2206 Montvale Rd.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Harold Tabor (865) 977-4230
Lon Spurgeon (865) 388-8749

http://tinyurl.com/smchurch

aD SpaCe 
avaILabLe

PLACE YOURS TODAY!
tmmikewillis@gmail.com

BaYTOWn, TX
Church of Christ at Pruett & Lobit

701 North Pruett St.
Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:40 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Jesse Flowers 

(281) 515-8939
Building (281) 422-5926
Weldon (713) 818-1321

heLp
VaCaTIOnIng
ChrISTIanS

FInD YOUr
PLaCE OF WOrShIP

aVOnDaLE, Pa
Avondale Church of Christ

1606 Glenn Willow Rd.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(610) 268-2088
Randy Frame (610) 869-4146

COLUmBIa, Tn
Jackson Hts. Church of Christ

1200 Nashville Hwy., Hwy. 31N
Bible Study 9:15 A.M.
Worship 10:15 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Mid-week 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Andrew Roberts

(931) 388-6811
WWW.THEBIBLEWAY.ORG

mEmPhIS, Tn
Rocky Pt. Road Church of Christ
516 E. Rocky Point Rd., Cordova

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00P.M.

Contact: 758-4006
WWW.ROCKYPOINTCHURCH.ORG

ShELBYVILLE, Tn
El Bethel Church of Christ

1801 Hwy. 41-A North
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship  9:50 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Donnie V. Rader

Phone: (931) 607-9099
email: dvrader@live.com

BaYTOWn, TX
East Side Church of Christ

3107 N. Highway 146
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Kris Emerson
(281) 427-8729; 837-9259 

422-8800; 573-1940

DUnCanVILLE, TX
(SOUTH DALLAS)

Whispering Hills Church of Christ
2126 S Main

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(972) 298-2522
info@whchurchofchrist.net

PhILaDELPhIa, Pa
Church of Christ

7222 Germantown Ave., 19119
Bible Study 10:15 A.M.
Worship 11:15 A.M.
Tues. night 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: James H. Baker, Jr.
(215) 248-2026 

www.mtairychurchofchrist.org

COLUmBIa, Tn
Mooresville Pike Church of Christ

417 Mooresville Pike  
(.8 mi. N. of Hwy. 50/Jas. Campbell)

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 3:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(931) 388-5828 or (931) 381-7898 
www.mooresvillepikecoc.com

mUrFrEESBOrO, Tn
Cason Lane Church of Christ

1110 Cason Lane 
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship  10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(615) 896-0090 (Building)  
www.casonlanechurch.org

ShELBYVILLE, Tn
Shelbyville Mills Church of Christ

1222 W Jackson St. 
Bible Study   9:30 A.M.
Worship  10:30 A.M.
Evening  6:00 P.M.
Wednesday  7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Jeff Curtis
Phone: 931-607-9118

djcurtis1963@hotmail.com

BEaUmOnT, TX
Dowlen Rd. Church of Christ

3060 Dowlen Road
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelists: Max Dawson

& David Banning
(409) 866-1996

EDna, TX
301 Robison

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(361) 782-5506 or 782-2844

Elders: R. Dunham, J. Mercer
S. Mercer & G. Nordin

BEaUFOrT, SC
Church of Christ
2107 King Street

Parris Island: Call for times, 
services for recruits only.

Sunday Morning        10:00 A.M.
Sunday Evening          6:30 P.M.
Wed. Bible Study         7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Bryan Nash
(843) 524-4400

DaYTOn, Tn
Rhea Church of Christ

1367 Market Street, Suite 2
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(423) 413-7675 or 332-4604
www.rheachurchofchrist.org

www.jesusisnomyth.com

mUrFrEESBOrO, Tn
Northfield Blvd. Church of Christ
2091 Pitts Ln. at Northfield Blvd.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: David Bunting

(615) 893-1200

TULLahOma, Tn
Church of Christ

1625 W. Lincoln St.
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship  10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Jim Mickells
(931) 455-0273 or 563-7312

COnrOE, TX
Woodland Hills Church of Christ
410 Woodland Hills Dr. (77303)

Bible Study  9:30am
Worship  10:30am
Evening  6:00pm
Wednesday  7:00pm
Evangelist: Kurt G. Jones
www.conroechurch.com

936-756-9322

EL PaSO, TX
Eastridge Church of Christ

3277 Pendleton Road
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(915) 855-1524

COLUmBIa, SC
Lower Richland Church of Christ
3000 Trotter Rd. (Hopkins, SC)

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(803) 776-0754
http://lowerrichlandchurch.org

JaCKSOn, Tn
Sunset View Church of Christ

3618 Hwy 70 East
(Exit 87 off I-40, 7mi. @ Spring Creek)

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Steve Wilkerson
(731) 967-0590 or 968-9851

aLLEn, TX
West Allen Church of Christ

1414 W. Exchange Blvd.
(2 miles w. of Hwy. 75)

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship  9:50 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Jerry King 
(214) 504-0443 (972) 727-5355 (bldg)

CLEVELanD, TX
Church of Christ
310 E. Houston

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M. 
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Robert Davis
(281) 592-5676

FOrT WOrTh, TX
Woodmont Church of Christ

6417 Landview (at Altamesa)
Worship 9:30 A.M.
Bible Study 11:00 A.M.
Afternoon 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Jeff S. Smith
(817) 292-4908 or 426-2242

woodmontchurch.org

OrangEBUrg, SC
Southside Church of Christ
1502 Binnicker Bridge Rd.
(Grange Building - Hwy 70)
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evangelist: Fred England

(803) 939-0672
www.southside-church.org

JOhnSOn CITY, Tn
Brookmead Church of Christ

2428 Lakeview Drive
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Kevin Kay 
(423) 282-6251 or 426-1836

naShVILLE, Tn
Bell Road Church of Christ

1608 Bell Road
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Chris Pace
(615) 833-4444

aLVaraDO, TX
I-35 Church of Christ

(E. Service Rd. of I-35, N. of 
Alvarado)

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship  11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(817) 295-7277 or 790-7253

CLUTE, TX
Church of Christ

343 S. Main
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(979) 265-5283 or 265-2933

FOrT WOrTh, TX
West Side Church of Christ

6110 White Settlement Rd. 76114
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

(817) 738-7269

SUmTEr, SC
Woodland Church of Christ
3370 Broad St. Extension

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: A.A. Granke, Jr.

(803) 499-6023

JOnESBOrOUgh, Tn
11-E Church of Christ

240 Headtown Rd.
Bible Study 10:30 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Evangelist: David Wheeler

423-557-9119 or 423-948-6464
www.christianadmonisher.jigsy.com

naShVILLE, Tn
Hillview Church of Christ

7471 Charlotte Pike
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(615) 952-5458 or (615) 356-7318
Evangelist: Lee Wildman

aLVIn, TX
Adoue St. Church of Christ

605 E. Adoue St.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Mark Mayberry

(281) 331-4953 or (832) 837–9038

TaYLOrS, SC
(Greenville Area)

Taylors Church of Christ
400 E. Main St.

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:50 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Luther Pratt
(864) 268-5224 or 877-2728

www.taylorschurchofchrist.com

KIngSTOn SPrIngS, Tn
Kingston Springs 
Church of Christ

350 North Main St.
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Dan King, Sr.

(615) 952-5720 or 797-2280

naShVILLE, Tn
Perry Heights Church of Christ

423 Donelson Pike
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 9:55A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Johnny Felker

(615) 883-3118 
http://perryheights.faithweb.com

aD SpaCe 
avaILabLe

PLACE YOURS TODAY!
tmmikewillis@gmail.com

COrPUS ChrISTI, TX
Hwy. 9 church of Christ

Worship 10:00 am
Bible Study 11:00 am
Worship 12:00 noon

Wednesday 7:30
Call for location: 

Keith Kalies (361) 776-2304 or 
Patrick Frazier (361) 235-1990

granBUrY, TX
Old Granbury Rd. Church of Christ

4313 Old Granbury Rd.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M. 
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(817) 573-6878
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hOUSTOn, TX

Fry Rd. Church of Christ
2510 Fry Road (77084)

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Bob Pulliam
(281) 832-4633 

mESQUITE, TX
(East Dallas)

Westlake Church of Christ
427 Gross Rd., 75149

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Ashley Sharkey
(972) 285-1610

aD SpaCe 
avaILabLe

PLACE YOURS TODAY!
tmmikewillis@gmail.com

nEWPOrT nEWS, Va
Harpersville Rd. Church of Christ

315 Harpersville Rd.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

(757) 595–9564

BELLIngham, Wa
Mt. Baker Church of Christ

1860 Mt. Baker Hwy.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Joe Price
(360) 752-2692 or 380-2960

www.bibleanswer.com/mtbaker 

WELLSBUrg, WV
Charles St. Church of Christ

836 Charles Street
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Jessie Daniels
(304) 527–4438 or 737–3124

hOUSTOn, TX 
(Southwest)

Murphy Rd. Church of Christ
2025 Murphy Rd., Missouri City

Worship 9:00 A.M.
Bible Study 10:45 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Gene Mabry
(281) 265-8071 or 261-5216

mIDLanD, TX
Woodcrest Drive Church of Christ

1401 Woodcrest Drive
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 4:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Jay Martin
(432) 689-0955 or

(432) 620-0762

TEmPLE, TX
Leon Valley Church of Christ

4404 Twin City Blvd.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Warren King
(254) 939-0682 or 228-5038

www.biblemoments.org

rIChmOnD (metro), Va
Courthouse Church of Christ

Courthouse Rd. at Double Creek Ct.
(2.2 miles S of Rt. 288)

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evang: Gene Tope 
(804) 790-1629

www.courthousechurchofchrist.com

SUnnYSIDE, Wa
Sunnyside Church of Christ 

(sound)
1312 East Edison

Bible Study 2:00 P.M.
Worship 3:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Steven J. Wallace 
(509) 837-2813

www.sunnysidechurchofchrist.com
hOUSTOn, TX

Spring Woods Church of Christ
9955 Neuens Rd. at Witte Rd.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist (713) 419-1750
WWW.SPRINGWOODCHURCHOFCHRIST.COM

naCOgDOChES, TX
Stallings Dr. Church of Christ

3831 N.E. Stallings Dr.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelists: Randy Harshbarger 
& Jay Taylor

TEmPLE, TX
Southside Church of Christ

2003 S. 5th
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

(254) 773-0931

rIChmOnD, Va
Forest Hill Church of Christ

1208 W. 41st St.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Jack Bise, Jr.
(804) 233-5959

CharLESTOn, WV
Church of Christ

522 Daugherty St.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:50 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Kent Clark (304) 342-0237  

mansuper1965@hotmail.com

ranChESTEr, WY
Church of Christ

Hwy. 14 West
Ranch Mart Mall

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 6:30 P.M.

Contact: Bob Reich
(307) 655-2563

IrVIng, TX
Westside Church of Christ

2320 Imperial Dr.
(closest to D/FW Airport)

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship  9:50 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Mark Roberts

(972) 986-9131
www.JustChristians.com

ODESSa, TX
Crescent Park Church of Christ

1415 Royalty
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Kristofer Gordana

(432) 366-5071

Subscribe 
Today!

Truth Magazine
855-49-booKS

855-492-6657

rIChmOnD, Va
West End

4909 Patterson Ave.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 4:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Stacy Crim
(804) 358-7933

CharLESTOn, WV
Church of Christ

873 Oakwood Rd.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:50 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Jonathan Chaffin

(304) 342-5637
www.oakwoodroadchurchofchrist.com

CanaDa
Calgary, Alberta

Northside Church of Christ
803 - 20 A Ave. N.E. 

Calgary, Alberta T2E ISI
Sunday 10, 11, 6
Wednesday 7:00 P.M

(403) 452-5116

LanCaSTEr, TX
Pleasant Run Church of Christ

831 W. Pleasant Run Rd.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(972) 227-1708 or 227-2598

PLanO, TX
(North Dallas Suburb)

Spring Creek Church of Christ
2100 W. Spring Creek Pkwy.

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

(972) 517-5582
www.planochurch.org

WaCO, TX
Sun Valley Church of Christ

340 E. Warren St.
(In Hewitt, a suburb of Waco)
1st Assembly      9:30 A.M.
Bible Class       10:25 A.M.

Worship (w/ Lord's Supper) 11A.M.
Wednesday          7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Marc Smith
(254) 666-1020 or 420-1484

rIDgEWaY, Va
Church of Christ 

2970 Old Leaksville Rd. 
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Robert Byrd
 (276) 956-6049

CLarKSBUrg, WV
Westside Church of Christ

Davisson Run Road

Sunday Morning 9:30 A.M.

(304) 622-5433

LUBBOCK, TX
Indiana Ave. Church of Christ

6111 Indiana Ave.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(806) 795-3377

DaLLaS, TX
Methodist Street Church of Christ

211 Methodist St. • Red Oak TX, 75154
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(972) 576-3119 or 363-7672

www.methodiststreetchurchofchrist.com
Evangelist: D. LeRoy Klice

ThE WOODLanDS, TX
Woodlands Church of Christ

P.O. Box 7664-77380
3987 Wellman Road

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:15 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

(281) 367-2099
www.simplychristians.net

rOanOKE, Va
Blue Ridge Church of Christ

929 Indiana Ave. N.E.
5 min. from Roanoke Convention Center

1st Lesson 9:15 A.M.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

(540) 344-2755

FaIrmOnT, WV
Eastside Church of Christ

1929 Morgantown Ave.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(304) 363-8054

LUFKIn, TX
Timberland Dr. Church of Christ

912 S. Timberland Dr.
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship  9:50 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

 Evangelists: Harold Hancock
Reagan McClenny

634-7110 or 632-7070

San anTOnIO, TX
Grissom Rd. Church of Christ
5470 Lost Lane at Grissom Rd.
San Antonio, TX 78238-2700

Bible Classes                   9:30  P.M.
Worship                           10:30 A.M. 
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday Ladies Class10:00 A.M.
Wednesday Bible Class 7:30 P.M.

Terry Starling, Evangelist
 www.grissomroadcoc.org

ChESaPEaKE, Va
Tidewater Church of Christ

217 Taxus St.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Steve Schlosser

(757) 436-6900

VIrgInIa BEaCh, Va
Southside Church of Christ

5652 Haden Rd.

Worship 11:00 A.M.

Robert Mallard
(757) 464-4574

mOUnDSVILLE, WV
Church of Christ
210 Cedar St.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M.
Mid-week  7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Devin Roush
(304) 845-2820, 845-4940

manSFIELD, TX
Northside Church of Christ

1820 Mansfield-Webb Road
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship  10:20 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 6:30 P.M.
Evangelists:Tom Roberts

(817) 466-3160

San anTOnIO, TX
Pecan Valley Church of Christ

268 Utopia (I-37 S.E.
Exit Pecan Valley)

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Clyde W. Carter
(210) 337-6143

ChESTEr, Va
Chester Church of Christ

12100 Winfree St.
(Central to Richmond, Hopewell, 
Petersburg, & Colonial Heights)

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Church Building: (804) 796-2374
(804) 385-2725 or (804) 271-0877

aD SpaCe 
avaILabLe

PLACE YOURS TODAY!
tmmikewillis@gmail.com

ParKErSBUrg, WV
Marrtown Church of Christ

825 Marrtown Road
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:15 A.M.
Evening 7:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(304) 861-0342 or 422-7458

Shop 
online @

ceibooks.com

ShErman, TX
Westwood Village
 Church of Christ

314 N. Tolbert
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Jim Smelser

  

aDverTISIng 
raTeS
On ChUrCh 
aD PagES
-------------

Rates are $25 
per quarter or 

$95.00 per year 
(when paid in 

advance). 
The ads are 

run once each 
month –12 times 

a year.
Help travelers 

find your place 
of worship!
-------------
ToLL 
Free: 

855
49
BOOKS

O
R

855
492
6657

Shop online @
www.ceibooks.com

aD SpaCe 
avaILabLe

PLACE YOURS TODAY!
tmmikewillis@gmail.com



New features include easier ordering for our customers, as 
well as email updates and reminders of your pending orders.

CEIbooks.comNow
  Truthbooks.net

is

220 S. marion Street
athens, aL 35611

Change Service Requested

Same trustworthy religious materials with 
an easier to use site for your convenience.

Place your order today!

 Shipping
FrEE
on all orders over $25

*Excluding the Hymnal


