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1John 3:16

THE GREATEST BEING WHO IMANIFESTED

THE GREATEST EMOTION
by Caleb Wray

Consider how Almighty God mani-
fested the most powerful emotion for all
mankind.

THE GREATEST INVITATION

THE GREATEST CREATION WITH THE
GREATEST NEED

by Tol Burk

THE GREATEST DANGER

God’s invitation for salvation is universal
in scope; that specific gospel fact has
always been a key component of the
scheme of redemption.

by Jesse Flowers

by Ryan Goodwin

Human beings are God’s greatest
creation, but man’s freewill leads to the
greatest need of all.

The promise of “shall not perish” in John
3:16 cuts straight through one of our
greatest problems: the fear of death.

THE GREATEST ACT BY THE GREATEST

Man

by Kevin Maxey m
Jesus’s path to greatness is diametrically
opposed to worldly standards of great-
ness.

THE GREATEST REWARD

While we receive many suitable rewards
in this life, none compares to the glori-
ous reward of heaven that will be given
to all who believe and obey Jesus Christ.

by Chris Reeves
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Editorial

Miriam, Aaron and Moses

by Mark Mayberry

In a culture that is hostile to Christian faith, God’s people need the courage and commitment to remain distinctive. May we

let our lights shine in this dark world!

Introduction

Miriam, Aaron, and Moses were the
children of Amram and Jochebed (Exod.
6:20). While Moses is the most famous
of these siblings, the scriptural record
contains enough details that we can learn
valuable lessons from each.

Miriam

Showed Courage in Acting
Decisively

As a young girl, Miriam showed
compassion in watching over her baby
brother, Moses, and evidenced courage
by acting decisively to help protect his
physical and spiritual wellbeing (Exod.
2:1-10).

Put yourself in her position. Miriam, a
simple slave girl, as she watches over her

brother as he floated among the reeds in a

wicker basked. Along comes a princess of
Egypt and her maidens, who discover the
basket held a crying child.

In your mind, allow time to stop
and ponder the significance of this
moment. What divergent paths could
the story here take? If the Egyptian
princes possesses the callous spirit of
her father, she would say, “It’s nothing
but an accursed Israelite’s male child.
Toss him into the Nile and leave him for
the crocodiles” If she was flighty and
bubble-headed, the surrounding sights
and sounds might have quickly distracted
her: “Look, an Ibis!” (i.e., a bird that
was venerated in ancient Egypt and
considered sacred). Instead, she showed

compassion: The daughter of Pharaoh
has pity on the child, saying, “This is one
of the Hebrews’ children” The Hebrew
word chamal, translated “pity;’ means “to
have compassion” (Koehler, 328) or “to
become responsible. . . to spare” (BDB,
328). What a mature young lady!

However, a second dramatic pause
immediately follows. Having witnessed
this scene from a distance (Exod. 2:4),
Miriam now faced a choice. She was a
slave girl in the presence of Egyptian
royalty. In Egyptian mythology, Pharaoh
was a god. His children shared in his
divinity. According to the superstitions
of the age, Miriam was not merely in
the presence of a princess, she was
in the presence of a goddess. Did she
run? Did she hide? Did she remain
silent? Remarkably, this young slave girl

summoned the courage to speak: “Shall
I go and call a nurse for you from the
Hebrew women that she may nurse the
child for you?”

Pharaol’s daughter said to her, “Go
ahead?” So the girl went and called the
child’s mother. Then Pharaoh’s daughter
said to her, “Take this child away and
nurse him for me and I will give you your
wages.” So the woman took the child and
nursed him.

The child grew, and she brought him
to Pharaoh’s daughter and he became
her son. And she named him Moses,
and said, “Because I drew him out of the
water.

Carpe diem (Latin: “pluck the day” or
“seize the day”) is a phrase made famous
by the Roman poet, Horace, which
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expresses the idea that one should enjoy
life while one can.

Carpe diem is part of Horace’s
injunction “carpe diem quam minimum
credula postero,” which appears in his
Odes (I.11), published in 23 BCE. It can
be translated literally as “pluck the day,
trusting as little as possible in the next
one.”” The phrase carpe diem has come
to stand for Horace’s entire injunction,
and it is more widely known as “seize
the day” (Britannica).

While many apply this concept to
the pursuit of pleasure, the apostle Paul,
in two of his prison epistles, provides a
more meaningful and moral application:
We should redeem the time, i.e., make
the most of the opportunities afforded
each day (Eph. 5:15-16). Specifically,
this includes the value of thoughtful and
timely speech (Col. 4:5-6).

Yes, there is a time to be silent, but
there is also a time to speak (Eccl. 3:1,
7b). May we recognize the power of
a word spoken properly in the right
circumstances (Prov. 25:11-15).

Like apples of gold in settings of silver is
a word spoken in right circumstances.
Like an earring of gold and an ornament
of fine gold is a wise reprover to a
listening ear. Like the cold of snow

in the time of harvest is a faithful
messenger to those who send him, for
he refreshes the soul of his masters.

Like clouds and wind without rain is a
man who boasts of his gifts falsely. By
forbearance, a ruler may be persuaded,
and a soft tongue breaks the bone (Prov.
25:11-15).

If Miriam cowered in silence, what
would happen to Moses? Would they ever
see him again? How would he be raised?
Her brother’s future and her mother’s
happiness hung in the balance. Yet these
seconds were even more momentous.
Although Miriam did not know it, her
people’s destiny, and (in a sense) the hope
of the world, was hanging in the balance.

Yes, it is true that God’s eternal
purpose would be realized, one way or the
other. As Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, once
said, “O LORD, the God of our fathers,
are You not God in the heavens? And are
You not ruler over all the kingdoms of

the nations? Power and might are in Your
hand so that no one can stand against
You” (2 Chron. 20:6).

While God affects human affairs by
fiat, divine providence is frequently felt
indirectly through the lives of his faithful
followers (Esther 4:13-14).

Conviction in Openly Worshipping

After God delivered Israel from
Egyptian captivity, and the army of
Pharaoh lay dead of the shores of the
Red Sea, Miriam, the prophetess, showed
conviction in leading the women in praise
to God, as the nation of Israel celebrated
their deliverance from captivity (Exod.
15:1-21, esp. vv. 20-21). Elsewhere, she is
identified as one sent by God (Micah 6:4).
Like Miriam, we should have sufficient
faith to praise God openly.

Contrition in Bearing Shame

Unfortunately, Miriam also struggled
with critical attitudes that sometimes take
root in our hearts. Miriam and Aaron
murmured against Moses because of the
Cushite woman whom he had married
(Num. 12:1-10). Part of their complaint
was personal. Miriam and Aaron didn't
like their sister-in-law, which may have
resulted from cultural or racial prejudice.
Part of their complaint was prideful.
They said, “Has the Lord indeed spoken
only through Moses? Has He not spoken
through us as well?”

God rebuked both Aaron and Miriam,
temporarily afflicting her with leprosy
to emphasize the shamefulness of their
actions. Yet, He mercifully ended her
punishment, and restored her to a
position of honor in Israel.

Why did God judge Miriam so
severely? So that she might learn humility
and respect. She was the older sister,
but that did not grant her superiority.
Miriam and Aaron also needed to
acknowledge God’s right to accomplish
His purposes in His own way. In a sense,
the Lord manifested remarkable patience.
During the wilderness wandering,
others who rebelled against Moses faced

much harsher judgment. Miriam is not
mentioned again until her death and
burial at Kadesh in the Wilderness of Zin
(Num. 20:1).

Aaron

Aaron was the brother of Moses and
Israel’s first high priest. He was three
years older than Moses (Exod. 7:7).
Aaron married Elisheba, who bore him
four sons: Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and
Ithamar (Exod. 6:23)

Serving in the Shadows

Even though he was older than Moses,
Aaron willingly served as his brother’s
spokesman (Exod. 4:14-17). Moses
and Aaron faithfully communicated
God’s word to the elders of Israel, and
performed signs in the sight of the people.
As a result, the Israelites believed and
worshipped God (Exod. 4:27-31). Moses
and Aaron also faithfully communicated
God’s command to Egypt’s obstinate
ruler—performing signs, bring the
plagues upon Israel’s pagan oppressors
(Exod. 7:1-7).

Faltering in the Spotlight

Unfortunately, Aaron faltered with
standing alone in the spotlight (Exod.
32:1-6). Sometimes we are faithful when
surrounded by fellow-Christians, but
stumble when standing alone. Assembling
with the saints is a significant source of
spiritual encouragement (Heb. 10:23-

25). Faithful brethren exhort one another
through words and deeds (1 Thess. 5:11;
Heb. 3:13).

Consider. ..

Valuable lessons also come from
considering the aftermath.

+ God’ Righteous Indignation: The Lord’s
wrath was so great that He offered to
destroy Israel and raise up a nation from
Moses (Exod. 32:7-10).

+ Mosess Humble Entreaty: Pleading for
the people, Moses asked the Lord to turn
from his burning anger, and remember
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Editorial

the promises He had made to Abraham,
Isaac, and Israel (Exod. 32:11-14).

Moses’s Burning Anger: When he came
down from the mount, and observed
Israel’s decadent behavior, Moses also
was filled with righteous indignation. He
took the golden calf, burned it with fire,
ground it to powder, and cast the dust
into the brook that flowed down from
Mt. Horeb—so that the people drank it
(Exod. 32:15-20; Deut. 9:15-21).

Aaron’s Evasive Answer: Afterward,
Moses questioned his brother, saying,
“What did this people do to you, that you
have brought such great sin upon them?”
Instead of accepting responsibility, Aaron
prevaricated and passed the buck (Exod.
32:21-24).

Moses’s Courageous Challenge: In
contrast with the cowardice of Aaron,
Moses was boldly called out, “Whoever
is for the LORD, come to me!” The
Levites responded, and exacted revenge
upon their brethren without regard for
friendship or family (Exod. 32:25-29).

God’s Summary Statement: Afterwards,
God also punished Israel by means of His
holy angel—reminding us it is a fearful
thing to fall into the hands of the living
God (Exod. 32:30-35; cf. Heb. 10:28-31).

Moses

Moses is called “the servant of the
Lord” or “the servant of God” over twenty
times in the Old Testament.

A Hero of Faith

Consider the commendation of Moses
found in Hebrews 11:23-29.

By faith Moses, when he was born, was
hidden for three months by his parents,
because they saw he was a beautiful
child; and they were not afraid of the
king’s edict. By faith Moses, when he
had grown up, refused to be called the
son of Pharaohs daughter, choosing
rather to endure ill-treatment with

the people of God than to enjoy the
passing pleasures of sin, considering
the reproach of Christ greater riches
than the treasures of Egypt; for he was
looking to the reward. By faith he left
Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king;
for he endured, as seeing Him who is
unseen. By faith he kept the Passover
and the sprinkling of the blood, so that
he who destroyed the firstborn would
not touch them. By faith they passed
through the Red Sea as though they
were passing through dry land; and the
Egyptians, when they attempted it, were
drowned (Heb. 11:23-29).

Moses benefited from the faithful
choices of his parents, Amram and
Jochebed (Exod. 2:1-4; 6:20). In fact,
his conception and continued existence
were the result of their faith. They chose
life rather than death. They chose faith
rather than fear. Moses benefited from
the courage of his sister, Miriam, and the
compassion of Pharaoh’s daughter (Exod.
2:5-10). In time, through the influence of
his godly mother, Moses cast his lot with
the people of God (Exod. 2:11-15).

While we might find much that
could be criticized in this account, we
also recognize that Moses did his best
while facing difficult circumstances. Yes,
inexperience resulted in rash action.
Being impatient and impulsive, he took
matters into his own hands.

Despite Moses’s halting efforts, there is
much to commend.

» He chose to endure ill-treatment with
the people of God rather than enjoy the
passing pleasures of sin.

 He counted the reproach of Christ as
having greater value than the treasures
of Egypt.

« Helooked to the reward.

o Instead of fearing the wrath of Egypt’s
reigning monarch, he obeyed the King
of Kings.

Note the Verbs

Moses refused. . .
chose. . . considered. . . looked. . . left. . .
endured. . . kept. . . passed. . .

What about Us?

» What Privileges Have We Refused (Matt.
4:1-11)?

o What Sufferings Have We Chosen (Matt.
5:10-12)?

o What Object of Value Have We
Considered (Matt. 13:45-46)?

o What Goal Are Looking Toward (Col.
3:1-4)?

o What Place Have We Left (Matt. 19:29)?
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o What Affliction Have We Endured (2 Cor.
4:17-18)?

o What Commandments Have We Kept (1
John 2:3-6)?

o What Transitions Have We Passed
Through (John 5:24; 1 John 3:14).

Characteristic Qualities

What were the characteristic qualities
of this great man?

Moses was courageous. He was
not terrified by the advancing army of
Pharaoh, but said, “Do not fear! Stand by
and see the salvation of the LORD which
He will accomplish for you today; for the
Egyptians whom you have seen today,
you will never see them again forever” The
LORD will fight for you while you keep
silent” (Exod. 14:5-31, esp. vv. 13-14).

Moses was committed to God. He
fearlessly stood up for the truth, despite
Israel’s transgression. He challenged the
Israelites by saying, “Whoever is on the
Lord’s side, come over to me!” (Exod.
32:19-28, esp. vv. 25-27).

Moses was compassionate. When the
Israelites believed the evil report of the
ten faithless spies, God offered to destroy
the people and raise up a new nation
from the seed of Moses. However, Moses
asked the Lord to pardon and forgive His

chosen people (Num. 14:6-23, esp. vv. 13-
19).

Conclusion

Moses was not a perfect man. In fact,
his own transgression kept him from
entering the promised land (Deut. 32:48-
52; 34:1-8). Nevertheless, he embodied
those qualities of an ideal leader/servant.
The coming Messiah would be like unto
Moses—only greater (Deut. 18:15-18;
cf. Acts 3:17-26; Heb. 3:5-13).

These Old Testament events contain
valuable lessons for Christians. Israel was
delivered from the slavery of Egypt just
as we are delivered from the slavery of
sin. In crossing the Red Sea, they were
symbolically baptized unto Moses in
the cloud and in the sea. In like manner,
Christian baptism marks a transition
from the slavery of sin to the forgiveness
and freedom made possible by Christ

Jesus. However, we must remain faithful if

we hope to cross over spiritual Jordan to

receive our promised reward (1 Cor. 10:6-

7).
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Meditations

How Do | Speak about the
Church?

by Kyle Pope

Our words reveal the things we esteem, and influence others to share the same priorities. How do our words about the Lord’s

church impact those around us?

Introduction

A good man out of the good treasure

of his heart brings forth good things,
and an evil man out of the evil treasure
brings forth evil things. But I say to you
that for every idle word men may speak,
they will give account of it in the day of
judgment. For by your words you will
be justified, and by your words you will
be condemned (Matt. 12:35-37, NKJV).

As Christians, we interact with other
people every day. Maybe it’s our family,
our coworkers, friends at school, or on
social media. Have you ever thought
about what the things that you say about
your faith communicate to those people?

Perhaps you've had some
disappointments with the church.
Perhaps sometimes you wish things
were different in your interaction with
God’s people. There can be value in
constructively discussing such things
with other Christians, especially if our
goal is to improve, correct, or change
things. However, what if we choose to air
our frustrations in front of non-believers?

Many unbelievers are quick to talk bad
about faith. To them, everything about
the Lord’s church, the gospel, and being
a Christian is horrible. If I choose to
vent my frustrations about faith or with
my brothers and sisters in Christ in the
presence of unbelievers, it may simply
reinforce their thinking that faith in
Christ is something to be avoided.

Some Christians imagine that it
is an act of devotion to God to let
everybody know how bad other disciples,
congregations, elderships, or preachers
are. Again, it’s one thing if we are trying

to help, but I fear sometimes we “shoot
our own soldiers” We make it seem

as if everybody except us has poor
motives, acts in the wrong way, and is
just not as sincere in service to God as
we are. When other Christians hear our
disappointments with God’s people or
with them personally, it is discouraging.
When non-Christians hear our
complaints about something we claim to
be a part of, they conclude that believers
are just hypocrites and pretenders. They
feel justified in their refusal to follow God
rather than become part of what they
hear us criticize.

As Christians, we are to let our light
shine (Matt. 5:16). We must have the
courage to expose sin and rebuke error
(Eph. 5:11). Whether it’s other Christians
or alien sinners, we must never ignore
sin or rationalize away the misdeeds of
ourselves or others. Yet, if we could weigh
on balanced scales the things we say
about the church with all the bad things
on one side and our expression of praise,
encouragement, and appreciation on the
other, which way would the scale tip?

Have you ever noticed how easily
younger children can be influenced
by what they hear older children say?
Maybe it’s a video game the younger
child once loved—but if the older child
thinks it’s “lame,” suddenly the younger
child doesn’t like it anymore. Perhaps it’s
a fashion trend. If the older child says it’s
now out of style, the younger child will
never wear it again!

This isn’t only true of children. Our
family hears from us how foolish we
think something is at church. Will they be

encouraged to make faith a priority? Our
friends hear us criticize the personality,
style, clothing, or hairstyle of a teacher.
Will that encourage them to find the class
interesting, edifying, and valuable? I am
not saying that we can’t have preferences
or that we should ignore things that are
wrong, but do we extend to others the
grace that we hope they extend to us?

Instead, what if we tried deliberately
to look for the good things in other
Christians? What if we sought out
those things about our congregation
that are exceptional? What if, in our
conversations with others, we chose to
emphasize those things? Would that have
a different impact on those who hear us?
Could that be an influence for good?

Think about choices you make in
life. Do you pursue the things you hear
praised and spoken well of or the things
you hear others disparage? If I told you,
“I ate at that restaurant, but the food
was too salty, the service was bad, the
air conditioning was out, and flies were
everywhere!” is that somewhere you will
rush to try? On the other hand, what if
you hear, “T love that restaurant, they
have the best burgers, they’re always busy,
but the staft is so kind—it’s like a picnic
at the park!” you might want to try that
eatery.

When people and things are not
as they should be, it is amazing how
sometimes encouragement in the areas
that are good can help people grow,
develop, and often even improve the
areas in which they are deficient. Have
you ever seen a child who once struggled
with a particular subject in school begin

January 2023 | truthmagazine.com



to flourish when he has an exceptional
teacher who made it all come together?
A little positive reinforcement can do
amazing things. Paul taught:

.. .Whatever things are true, whatever
things are noble, whatever things are
just, whatever things are pure, whatever
things are lovely, whatever things are
of good report, if there is any virtue
and if there is anything praiseworthy—
meditate on these things. The things
which you learned and received and
heard and saw in me, these do, and the
God of peace will be with you (Phil.
4:8-9).

The Bible teaches that those who have
obeyed the gospel are members of Christ’s
body (Eph. 5:30). They were purchased
with the blood of Christ (Acts 20:28) and
are part of the family of God (Eph. 3:14-
15; Heb. 2:11). Are they flawless? No. Our
sin is what demanded the shedding of
Christ’s blood in the first place. Are they
trying to serve God sincerely? Yes. If not,
that also is a sin for which Christ died.
They need to grow, learn, and repent.
Despite these flaws, they are a special

people (Titus 2:14; 1 Pet. 2:9) because
God has set them apart (Acts 20:32; 1
Cor. 6:11; Heb. 10:14; Jude 1).

This assembly of God’s people, the
church, is a special institution (Heb.
12:22-23). We should appreciate it,
respect its work, leadership, and identity.
We should honor it in the things we
say (Eph. 3:8-12; Heb. 13:7, 17). To
dishonor it is to dishonor God (Jas. 4:11).
It belongs to Him. Christ established it
(Matt. 16:18). He purchased it with His
blood (1 Pet. 1:17-19). How do we feel
when someone talks bad about things
that belong to us? How must God feel
when we talk bad about His family,

His body, and His people whom He
purchased with His own blood?

Conclusion

May each of us think about this the
next time we have the opportunity to
talk about the people and relationships
that we, as Christians, enjoy in Christ.
Are there flaws and shortcomings in the

frail fellow servants that are our brothers
and sisters in Christ upon which we
could focus? Sure. Are there ways in
which our local congregation of believers
could grow and do better? Sure, but

may we value and appreciate the special
treasure that brings souls together in
Christ. May we “tip the scale” in praise,
encouragement, and recognition of the
glorious body of Christ and let all who
hear us know the honor in which we
esteem it.

Kyle preaches for the Olsen Park
church of Christ in Amarillo, TX. He
has written several hooks publishied by
Truth Publications, inchuding Thinking
About AD 7 Challenging Realized
Eschatology. Visit truthbooks com

for mone info. The church website i
olsenpark.com. He can be reached a1
kmipope@att net.

January 2023 | truthmagazine.com



Women'’s Insights

How Deep the Father’s Love

by Sherelyn Mayberry

The word “love” occurs 348 times in the NASB, and 14.5 billion times on the internet. If we are seeking spiritual insights,
especially relating to the love of God, shall we go with quality or quantity?

Introduction

In the hymn, “How Deep the Father’s
Love” (PHSS, no. 448), we sing of God’s
deep love for mankind and how it
extends to an unimaginable measure.
God so loved the world that He gave
His Son to bring us to glory (John 3:16).
Jesus took my sins to the cross. Because
of my sinful self, I have nothing of which
to boast. I can only boast in the sinless
Savior who died to pay my debt.

God So Loved the World

God’s unfailing love is as vast as the
heavens, and His faithfulness reaches to
the clouds (Ps. 36:5). We cannot fathom
how our Father would be willing to
demonstrate His love toward us. While
we were yet sinners, He gave His Son,
our Savior, to die for us (Rom. 5:8). God,
being rich in mercy, even when we were
wretched in our trespasses, made us alive
together with Christ. As we walk in good
works of obedience, we are saved through
God’s grace (Eph. 2:4-10). He loves us
and gives us eternal consolation and
comfort with hope through the death of
His Son (2 Thess. 2:16). As we allow the
Light of the glory of God to shine in our
hearts, we become His treasure in earthen
vessels. Carrying about in our bodies the
dying of Jesus, we manifest Him in our
daily lives (2 Cor. 4:7-10).

Salvation came at such a cost. God’s
deep love for lost humanity required the
death of His Only Begotten Son! Jesus
was wounded for our transgressions
and was bruised for our iniquities (Isa.
53:5). Since our Savior bore these sins on

the cross, Our Father turned away from
Jesus. “My God, My God, why have you
forsaken Me?” (Matt. 27:46; Mark 15:34).
As He looked upon our sins, God’s
lovingkindness appeared—He offered

us salvation through His mercy, by the
washing of regeneration and renewing
of the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:4). Thus, as

we take hold of the Lords right hand,
allowing His counsel to guide us, He will

bring His children to glory (Ps. 73:23-24).

Jesus Took My Sin to the Cross

God sent His Son into the world
to be the propitiation for our sins. In
dying on the cross, Jesus atoned for
my transgressions, enabling me to be
reconciled to God. We may live through
Him as God’s love is perfected in us
(1 John 4:9-12). As He bore our sins

in His body on the cross, we must die

to sin and live to righteousness (1 Pet.
2:24). Unfortunately, we sin, and then
sin again. Each time we sin, we crucify
the Son afresh and put Him to open
shame (Heb. 6:4-6). My sin held Jesus
on the cross through His decision to
allow that horrendous act to happen! He
was mocked and taunted to come down
from the cross, but He remained on the
cross. Having fulfilled the Scriptures

of prophecy, in His dying breath, Jesus
declared, “It is finished” (John 19:30). The
act of bearing my sin on the cross was
accomplished. Through reenacting His
death in baptism and arising to walk in
newness of life, we have hope of eternal
life (Matt. 26:54, 56; Rom. 6:4-5).

10
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Boast Only in Jesus Christ

“Let not a wise man boast of his
wisdom, and let not the mighty man
boast of his might, let not a rich man
boast of his riches; but let him who
boasts boast of this, that he understands
and knows Me, that I am the Lord who
exercises lovingkindness, justice and
righteousness on earth; for I delight in
these things,” declares the Lord (Jer.
9:23).

Vaunting one’s sinful self is like clouds
and wind without rain—false, producing
nothing (Prov. 25:14). Instead, we should
humbly glory in the Lord, remembering
what He has done for us (Ps. 34:2). In
Christ there is reason for boasting—His
death and resurrection. We can speak of
what Christ has accomplished through
us in the spreading of His gospel, leading
others in obedience to Him (Rom. 15:17-
18), but this is not a prideful act. Our
boasting should only be centered on the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ (Gal. 6:14).

Conclusion

Since I have sinned, I cannot boast
that I have earned my salvation. God’s
mercy and grace give me hope, though. I
will be rewarded according to my labors
as a fellow worker for God (1 Cor.3:8-
9). What does God require of me? He
wants me to do justice, to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with Him (Micah
6:8). Since every act will be brought into
judgment, I must fear Him and keep His
commandments (Eccl. 12:13-14). Taking
refuge in Christ, who is my strength and
guide, I trust that He paid my ransom to
rescue me out of Satan’s snare (Ps. 31:1-
5). Jesus showed His love in giving His
life on the cross. His healing wounds paid
the ransom for me and you (Matt. 20:28;
Mark 10:45; 1 Tim. 2:5-6).

Sherelyn is the wife of Mark Mavberry,
who labors with the Adove Streat
congregation in Alvin, TX, as an
evangelist and elder. She can be reached
at sherehynmayberryitive.oom.
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The Love of God

The Calvinistic Doctrine of the
Impossibility of Apostasy

by Bruce Reeves

In attempting to defend the final premise of Calvin’s T.U.L.LP, i.e., the “Perseverance of the Saints,” proponents of Reformed
Theology not only twist the Scriptures, but also rob their followers of any real assurance of salvation.

Introduction

Discerning the “real issues” in any
controversial discussion is often easier
said than done. It is important that we
fairly and accurately represent the views
of those with whom we differ. This is
especially true when we are addressing
and interacting with advocates of
Calvinistic Theology. While the Bible
presents the assurance of our salvation, it
is an assurance conditioned on a faithful
walk with the Lord (1 John 5:11-13; Phil.
1:21-23; Acts 8:35-39; 2 Cor. 5:1-4, 7).
Ironically, as we progress, we see that
assurance of salvation is not something
well-informed Calvinists can consistently
claim.

Can a Believer Become an
Unbeliever?

The issue is not:

« God’s power to save the believer
 Godss faithfulness to His promises
+ God’s love for His children

o The security of the believer

o Flawless performance or being saved by
grace

Rather, the issue is:

« Can a child of God choose to leave
Christ?

o Can a Christian cast away the Lord’s
promises?

Will God disinherit His unfaithful
children?

Can a believer become an unbeliever?

Are there conditions connected with
walking by faith?

There are some truths that are
not at issue in this discussion:

Those who refuse to obey the gospel will
be lost (John 8:24).

The faithful child of God is secure in
Christ (John 4:13-14; 6:35-40; 10:25-30;
Rom. 8:28-39; 2 Tim. 1:12; 1 Pet. 1:5; 1
John 5:11-13).

o We are saved by grace through faith (Eph.
2:8-9).

While we should accept all passages
which assure devoted disciples of
salvation, none of these verses teach the
impossibility of apostasy.

Calvinism Is a Domino
Theology

If one tenet of Reformed Theology
falls, all logically fall. The Calvinistic
system is tightly constructed, and its
central teachings are interdependent.

It is important to observe the circular
reasoning of Calvinism in its unbiblical
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presentation of God’s sovereignty, human
free will, the atonement, and salvation.

The perseverance of the saints is
described in various ways: “preservation
of the saints,” “security of the believer,”
“impossibility of apostasy,” or “once
saved, always saved.” Soft Calvinism
is quite inconsistent and thus open
to exposure by non-Calvinists and
Calvinists alike. Yet Classic Calvinists
must defend every point of their system,
or it cannot logically survive.

Why Calvinism Cannot Offer
Assurance of Salvation?

Calvinists who subscribe to what is
called “Lordship Salvation” argue that
those who depart from God were lost
from the very beginning. Yet, throughout
their lifetimes, such individuals are told
they were saved. This teaching may
appear to offer assurance, but it doesn’t.
Since we do not know where we will
be (spiritually speaking) in the future,
this teaching would demand that we
live without the assurance of salvation.
Some will argue, “T know I'm saved
because I feel 'm saved” or “T know I'm
saved because I bear fruit” Yet, informed
Calvinists admit that the non-elect can
have feelings of assurance and still be lost.
It is interesting that some who subscribe
to this teaching hurl accusations about
insecurity toward those who reject
Reformed Theology when they have no
real assurance themselves.

Peter explains that we have confidence
in our salvation through the full
surrender to God’s will: “If you do these
things, you will never fall” (2 Pet. 1:10).
However, this assurance does not promise
the impossibility of falling if we leave the
Lord (Gal. 5:4).

In contrast with the clear and
consistent teaching of Scripture,
Calvinism’s contorted view of salvation is
“If you don’t have it, you can’t get it; if you
get it, you can't lose it; and if you lose it,
you never had it”

Two Approaches to the
Unconditional Security of the
Believer

Charles Stanley has written the
following in his book, The Eternal
Security of the Believer:

Faith is simply the way we say yes to
God’s free gift of eternal life. Faith and
salvation are not one and the same
any more than a gift and the hand that
receives it are the same. Salvation or
justification or adoption—whatever you
wish to call it—stand independently
of faith. Consequently, God does not
require a constant attitude of faith to
be saved—only an act of faith . . . One
more illustration may be helpful. If T
chose to have a tattoo put on my arm
that would involve a one-time act on
my part. Yet the tattoo would remain
with me indefinitely. I don’t have to
maintain an attitude of fondness for
tattoos to ensure that the tattoo remains
on my arm. In fact, I may change my
mind the minute I receive it. But that
does not change the fact that I have

a tattoo on my arm. My request for
the tattoo and the tattoo itself are two
entirely different things. I received it
by asking and paying for it. But asking
for my money back and changing my
attitude will not undo what is done.
Forgiveness/salvation is applied at the
moment of faith. It is not the same
thing as faith. And its permanence is
not contingent upon the permanence of
one’s faith (Stanley, 80),

Sam Morris, a Baptist preacher, shared
this view as well. The consequences are
unbiblical and riveting.

We take the position that a Christian’s
sins do not damn his soul. The way

a Christian lives, what he says, his
character, his conduct, or his attitude
toward other people has nothing
whatever to do with the salvation of his
soul. All the prayers a man can pray, all
the Bibles he may read, all the churches
he may belong to, all the services he
may attend, all the sermons he may
practice, and all the debts he may pay,
all the ordinances he may observe, all
the laws he may keep, all the benevolent
acts he may perform, will not make his
soul one bit safer. And all the sins he
may commit, from idolatry to murder,

will not make his soul in any more
danger (Morris, Do a Christian’s Sins
Damn His Soul?).

Stephen Garrett, a declared Calvinist,
in a debate in November 2009, was asked
a question about homosexuality. The
following was his response, “His second
question is, Ts an elect and regenerated
Christian saved while committing a
homosexual act?’ Yes he is.” (Steven
Garrett—Garrett / Gentry debate—6:54
of first affirmative speech Friday). In two
debates with Mr. Garrett, on the subjects
of Unconditional Election (2010) and
the Impossibility of Apostasy (2012), we
played this quote, and he continued to
defend his statement.

Classic Calvinists will argue that
salvation is conditioned on the gift of
faith which is given irresistibly to those
who are unconditionally elected and it is
not of their own freewill:

This perseverance of the saints depends
not upon their own free will, but
upon the immutability of the decree
of election, flowing from the free

and unchangeable love of God the
Father; upon the efficacy of the merit
of the intercession of Jesus Christ, the
abiding of the Spirit, and of the seed
of God within them, and the nature
of the covenant of grace: from all
which ariseth also the certainty and
infallibility thereof (The Westminster
Confession of Faith, 17.1).

Wayne Gruden writes, “The
perseverance of the saints means that all
those who are truly born again will be
kept by God’s power and will persevere as
Christians until the end of their lives, and
that only those who persevere until the
end have been truly born again” (Gruden,
788). Yet, he goes on to write:

But here we see why the phrase eternal
security can be quite misleading. In
some evangelical churches, instead

of teaching the full and balanced
presentation of the perseverance of the
saints, pastors have sometimes taught a
watered-down version, which in effect
tells people that all who have once
made a profession of faith and have
been baptized are “eternally secure”
The result is that some people who are
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not genuinely
converted at
all may “come
forward” at the
end of an evangelistic sermon to profess
faith in Christ, and may be baptized
shortly after that, but then they leave
the fellowship of the church and live

a life no different from the one they
lived before they gained this “eternal
security” In this way, people are given
false assurance and are being cruelly
deceived into thinking they are going to
heaven when in fact they are not (ibid.,
806).

Again, the bottom line for Calvinism is
that if you are lost, you cannot choose to
be saved and if you are saved, you cannot
choose to be lost.

Who Do the Warning Passages
Address?

The primary defense by Calvinists
of the warning passages is that they are
either addressing unsaved people who
are deceived into thinking they are saved
when they are not or merely speak of the
loss of degrees of one’s heavenly reward.
The first option is illogical —why would
the Holy Spirit warn those who are not
saved of falling from grace which they
have never experienced in the first place?
The notion of degrees of reward being lost
assumes what is not taught in Scripture.
Moreover, the logical conclusion of such
a view argues for earning our heavenly
reward through our works, the very
thing Calvinists accuse non-Calvinists of
believing.

The Delivered Can Still Perish (1
Cor. 10:1-13).

Who is Paul warning? He addresses
those who are “brethren” (1 Cor. 10:1)
and have been “washed,” “sanctified,”
and “justified” (1 Cor. 1:2; 6:11). Israel’s
example references those who fell in the
wilderness after having been delivered
from Egyptian bondage because of their
disobedience (Num. 14:26-38). The
apostle affirms this Old Testament story
is an example for us (1 Cor. 10:6). What
should we learn? They fell, and so can we.

If it were impossible to fall, what would
be Paul’s point in warning saints with this
admonition (1 Cor. 10:11)?

The correlation of this event to our
spiritual lives is obvious. Just as Israel
was delivered from Egypt and Pharaoh,
we have been delivered from the world
and from Satan. As they had Moses as
their deliverer, we have Christ as ours. As
they were partaking of the blessings of
God’s grace, but fell into disobedience, so
we too can fall in the wilderness of this
world if we do not follow God’s guidance
in our journey toward our heavenly
Canaan. Paul presents the security
of the believer by emphasizing God’s
faithfulness to provide a way of escape
in each temptation we encounter (1 Cor.
10:13). The apostle’s objective is clearly
stated: “Therefore let him who thinks he
stands, take heed that he does not fall” (1
Cor. 10:12).

The Free in Christ Can Return to
Enslavement to Sin.

The Galatians are described as those
who had been rescued from the present
evil age (Gal. 1:4). However, some of them
were on the verge of deserting the Lord
for a distorted gospel, which would rob
them of their liberty in Christ and lead
them back into the bondage of sin and the
Law (Gal. 1:6-9; 2:4-5; 3:1-5). Paul exhorts
believers to “keep standing firm” in the
grace of God (Gal. 5:1). Why would he
do so if there was no other alternative, or
if it did not affect their salvation? If those
who left the Lord had never been in a
relationship with Him, why speak of them
being “severed from Christ” and having
“fallen from grace” (Gal. 5:4)? Those who
were in jeopardy of being cut off from
Christ were even told that they had in the
past been “running well” Then they were
asked, “who hindered you from obeying
the truth?” (Gal. 5:7). Previously, they
had been obeying the truth, but in their
present wayward state, they had “fallen
from grace” Christians are encouraged to

bear the fruit of
the Spirit, rather
than the works
of the flesh. Yet,
Paul warns that if they abandoned the
Spirit’s teaching for the works of the flesh,
they would not inherit the kingdom of
God (Gal. 5:19-21).

It is helpful to note Paul’s description
of faith in Christ. He writes, “I have been
crucified with Christ; and it is no longer
I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the
life which I now live in the flesh I live by
the faith of the Son of God, who loved
me and gave Himself up for me” (Gal.
2:20). Faith in Christ changes, renews,
and restores us. It does not leave us in the
enslavement and bondage of sin: “May it
never be that I would boast, except in the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through
which the world has been crucified to
me, and I to the world” (Gal. 6:14). Once
we have given our allegiance and loyalty
to Jesus, the passions and desires of the
flesh will be crucified (Gal. 5:24). Grace
is not a license to sin; instead, it results in
deliverance from sin and transformation
into the image of God’s Son (Gal. 4:19).
Our freedom in Christ is not freedom
from “the law of Christ” (Gal. 6:2) or
humble service to others (Gal. 5:6; 6:1-3),
rather it is the freedom to give our heart
to be like Jesus!

Conclusion

In our next column, we will delve
into a study of the warnings and
encouragement of Romans, Hebrews,
and 2 Peter. We will see how those texts
expose the false assurances of Calvinism
and provide us with the promises of God’s
abundant grace in the gospel of His Son!

Briace has labored with the Highway
65 church of Christ in Conway, AR,
since 2004, He and his wife, Rachel,
Tave one child. The church website =
hwyt5churchofchrist.org. He can be
reschied at brochuckl@aol.com.
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Life in the Spirit

“The Sword of the Spirit” and
the Church at Ephesus

by Shane Carrington

The Holy Spirit’s interaction with the church in Ephesus shows His use of the inspired word to change hearts and lives.

Introduction

Biblical examples strengthen our
understanding of God and help us grows
in our walk with Him. This series, Life
in the Spirit, has emphasized important
aspects of His person and work. Like the
Father and Son, the Holy Spirit is vital
to our journey of faith. The early history
of the church at Ephesus narrates His
importance to God’s people.

The Holy Spirit’s Work in
Ephesus

Luke’s second volume, The Acts of the
Apostles, sometimes wears the nickname,
“The Acts of the Holy
Spirit” Since He both
inspired and empowered
the apostles, this makes
perfect sense. The Spirit
worked in concert with
Jesus in His ministry
(Acts 10:38) and with the
apostles in theirs (Acts
2:1-4,16-18,42-43).

The narrative of the
work of the Holy Spirit
among the people of
Ephesus imparts a wealth
of understanding about
His activity (cf. Acts
19-20, Ephesians, 1 and 2
Timothy, and Revelation).
Since Apollos left disciples
in Ephesus who only knew
John’s baptism, Paul’s
arrival was critical. When
he asked them about the
Holy Spirit, they replied,

16

“No, we have not even heard whether
there is a Holy Spirit” (Acts 19:2). Such
ignorance was not only problematic,

but perilous. How can we be Christians
without knowing the Father, Son, and
Spirit (Eph. 1:3-14)? Paul asked about
their baptism. After correcting their
misunderstandings, “they were baptized
in the name of the Lord Jesus” (Acts 19:5).
Then the text says, “When Paul had laid
his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit
came on them, and they began speaking
with tongues and prophesying” (Acts
19:6). Since the New Testament writings
were a work in progress, having inspired
people in congregations was instrumental
to those disciples in accessing God’s
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instructions. Ephesus now had true
disciples who were inspired to edify and
evangelize in the absence of an apostle.

In reading Paul’s letter to the
Ephesians, we gain further insight into
these disciples and their relationship with
the Holy Spirit. The Jew-Gentile problem
plagued early congregations. Almost
every New Testament letter discusses this
(cf. Romans, Galatians, Hebrews, etc.).
Ephesus was no exception (Eph. 1:12-14;
2:11-22; 3:1-13). While Ephesians 1:12-
14 might reference the apostles (“the first
to hope in Christ”), then the balance of
disciples (“you also”), considering the
gist of the book, these sayings most likely




reference Jews (“the first”) and Gentiles
(“you also”). All disciples, regardless of
ethnicity, stand on equal footing before
the cross and throne of Jesus the Christ.
The Holy Spirit’s work—both miraculous
(Acts 19:1-7) and non-miraculous (Eph.
6:17)—testifies to this.

After the conversion of some in
Ephesus, the Holy Spirit’s role there
continued to shine: “God was performing
extraordinary miracles by the hands of
Paul, so that handkerchiefs or aprons
were even carried from his body to the
sick, and the diseases left them and the
evil spirits went out” (Acts 19:11-12). As
a result of the Holy Spirit’s miraculous
activity, “the word of the Lord was
growing mightily and prevailing” (Acts
19:20).

The Spirit and Word in
Ephesians

Reading Paul’s letter to the Ephesians
yields several connections between the
work of the Holy Spirit and the word of
God. Consider a few of these.

The “Spirit in the inner man” is
synonymous with “Christ. . . in your
hearts through faith” (Eph. 3:16-17a). We
know “faith comes from hearing. . . the
word of Christ” (Rom. 10:17). Therefore,
the Spirit shapes our hearts into the image
of Christ by using the word.

Paul addresses the source of his
writings by saying:
that by revelation there was made
known to me the mystery, as I wrote
before in brief. By referring to this,
when you read you can understand my
insight into the mystery of Christ, which
in other generations was not made
known to the sons of men, as it has now
been revealed to His holy apostles and
prophets in the Spirit (Eph. 3:3-5).

The Holy Spirit inspired the word,
so we may “read” and “understand”
Following the Spirit’s written word is
following Him.

Paul contrasts two manners of living
by writing:

So then do not be foolish, but
understand what the will of the Lord
is. And do not get drunk with wine,
for that is dissipation, but be filled with
the Spirit, speaking to one another in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs
(Eph. 5:17-19a).

Being “foolish” is parallel to being
“drunk with wine,” which is condemned.
Understanding “the will of the Lord” is
parallel to being “filled with the Spirit,”
which is commanded. We fill ourselves
“with the Spirit” by letting “the will of the
Lord,” as revealed in Scripture, shape our
hearts and lives. This becomes even more
compelling when we read Colossians:
Paul’s letter that is parallel to Ephesians.

.. .be filled with the Spirit, speaking

to one another in psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs, singing. . . (Eph.
5:18b-19a).

Let the word of Christ richly dwell
within you, with all wisdom teaching
and admonishing one another with
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing. . . (Col. 3:16).

Being “filled with the Spirit” means to
“let the word of Christ richly dwell within
you, with all wisdom.” This results in two
more parallel concepts: “ . .speaking to
one another in psalms. . ” and “teaching
and admonishing one another with
psalms. . .” By letting “the word of Christ”
dwell within us, we are being “filled with
the Spirit” Through this, Jesus and the
Spirit strengthen our faith, emboldening
us to speak to one another through
teaching and admonishing.

These connections receive the greatest
clarity in Ephesians 6:17, which contains
the following exhortation:

Take the helmet of salvation, and the
sword of the Spirit, which is the word
of God”

The word of God is the sword/
instrument the Holy Spirit uses to change
hearts and lives. It is precise and piercing
(Heb. 4:12), brings us spiritual direction
and life (2 Tim. 3:16-17; John 6:63), and
nourishes our souls (Matt. 4:4). The Holy
Spirit changes us into the image of Christ
through the written word.

January 2023 | truthmagazine.com

Conclusion

Many crave mystical guidance that
stirs their emotions, claiming that these
feelings indicate the Holy Spirit’s leading.
God’s work among disciples in Ephesus
reveals that the Holy Spirit empowered
messengers to verify the word they spoke
through miraculous manifestations. The
Spirit also inspired them to speak the
word and guided them to record that
message as Scripture. God intends for us
to read, understand, and follow Him by
submitting to that word. Doing so is true
guidance by the Holy Spirit.

God’s inspired, written word to
Ephesus, and the other six congregations
in Revelation, reads, “He who has an ear,
let him hear what the Spirit says to the
churches” (Rev. 2:7). We listen to the Holy
Spirit by listening to the written word.

The book of Revelation concludes with
an invitation from Jesus and the Holy
Spirit:

L, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to

you these things for the churches. I am

the root and the descendant of David,
the bright morning star. The Spirit and
the bride say, “Come.” And let the one
who hears say, “Come.” And let the one
who is thirsty come; let the one who
wishes take the water of life without cost

(Rev. 22:16-17).

Listen to the pleadings of Jesus and the
Spirit as revealed in Scripture. Earnestly
study and follow the word He inspired.
He will give you the water of life. He will
mold you into the image of Christ.

Shane has worked with the Southside
church of Christ in Sulphur Springs,

TX, since 1999, He and his wite, Kelly,
have two children. The church wehsite
is churchofichristss.com. He can be
reached at bshanecgmac.oom.
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By Bobby L. Graham

QUESTION.

ANSWER.

Question:

Based on Matthew 7:22, how can
people that are false prophets do the
things that Jesus attributed to them in this
passage (prophesy, cast out demons)?

Answer:

In brief, we must point out that there’s
a difference between making the claim
and the acknowledgment of the claim,
even in this passage. Those under the
sentence of condemnation by God are
clearly presented as working outside
the will of God, for Jesus called their
works “iniquity” (Greek: anomia, i.e.,
lawlessness, without the direction of
divine law). From passages like Second
Thessalonians 2:9 and Deuteronomy
13:111, such were seemingly possible,
but what they did was characterized by
the Lord as “lying” or deceiving works.

Were false prophets really able to
perform signs and wonders?

Though workers of iniquity could
perform what appeared to be miraculous
signs, Jesus did not actually acknowledge
that aspect of their claim. He simply
assessed their sin when He said that their
works were works of lawlessness. They
were done without authority from God,
thus were not according to God’s will.
How could false prophets prophesy what
God wanted them to say? Why would
God empower them to work wonders/
signs in confirmation of their error? Are

the deeds which man counts as wonderful
the same as those which God wants us to
do? Furthermore, the Lord says to them
who worked in defiance of His will, “I
never knew you”

The querist also wonders whether the
Lord previously knew them—that is, in
the days of their faithfulness (thinking
that they had perhaps fallen away from
the Lord). While such is a possibility, all
that we know for sure is that He did not
know them in the time of their rejection
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of His will. He did know them because
He here condemned their disobedience;
He did not know them in the sense of
approving their actions. I encourage
the readers to study Psalms 101:4 to

see the sense of knowing/approving the
wickedness of men.

A perverse heart shall depart from me;
I will not know wickedness (Ps. 101:4,
NKJV).

A perverse heart shall depart from me; I
will know no evil (Ps. 101:4, NASB).

Some very telling principles of truth
stand out in this impressive narrative
from the Sermon on the Mount:

Calling Jesus Lord/praying to Him is
insufficient if it is not accompanied by the
obedience making Him Lord (v. 21).

While many in the world disparage the
necessity of obeying the Lord, our Lord
Himself places a premium on such in this
passage (vv. 21, 23).

In harmony with Matthew 7:13-
14, many will be lost because of their
failure to understand the true nature of
acknowledging Jesus as Lord (v. 23).

You and your church need trustworthy resources,
so we publish and provide Bible-based materials to
help you grow closer to God.

855-492-6657

220 S Marion StzAthens, AL 35611

The claims of men are never equal
to the divine acknowledgment of those
claims (v. 22).

One desiring God’s approval must do
more than merely pronounce the Lord’s
name over his deeds (v. 21).

Many today are working under the
same delusion as men of old. No doubt,
on the last day, they will offer a similar
justification for their cause—despite
having done everything but the Lord’s will
(v. 23).

For people who have lost a sense
of sin, even denying the possibility of
sin or of sin that condemns the soul,
the judgment will bring reality to the
forefront for those acting/living outside
the will of God (v. 23).

Bobby actively participates in fill-in
preaching, Belize trips, teaching an
haur each day al Athens Bible School,
and in gspel meeting worke He and
his wifi, Karen, have three children.
He can be reached ot bobbylgrahama
spectrunm.nel.

Bobby L. Graham

January 2023 | truthmagazine.com 19




Archaeology

Who Was Baal?

by Luke Chandler

Some artifacts in the Louvre illuminate Baal and deepen our understanding of Elijah’s drought and the Mt. Carmel contest.

Baal is famous in the Old Testament.
The idol was popular throughout ancient
Syria, Phoenicia, and Canaan. The Bible
records that some in Israel and Judah
were worshiping Baal in the time of the
Judges (Judg. 6; 1 Sam 12:10). Later, Baal
was still being worshiped in both Israel (1
Kings 16:31) and Judah (2 Chron 23:17).
Under King Ahab and his sons, Israel had
a dedicated temple for Baal in the capital
city of Samaria (1 Kings 16:32).

Some people incorporated Baal into
their names. The nickname “Jerubbaal,’
given to Gideon in Judges 6:32, was
recently attested through archaeology at
the Khirbet er-Ra’i site in Israel. (I worked
on that project in 2019.) Other people
named for Baal include the Phoenician
princess Jezebel (“bel” was a form of
“baal”) and her father Ethbaal (1 Kings
16:31). The name Baal literally means
“Owner” or “Lord” and occasionally
could denote YHWH, but almost always
refers to the idol in the biblical text. What
did King Saul intend when he named his
youngest son Eshbaal [“man of baal”]

(1 Chron. 8:33; 9:39)? The Bible usually
calls him Ishbosheth, possibly to avoid
referring to the baal name. Is there a
related reason Jonathan named his own
son Merib-baal [“one who resists baal”]
(1 Chron. 8:34)? The Bible otherwise
calls him Mephibosheth in the books of
Samuel.

What did Baal look like? We typically
find him depicted as a man in a standing
position with feet in mid-stride. He wears
a tall hat that symbolizes his authority.
Baal’s right arm is raised above the head
and his left hand is extended forward, as
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Caption #1: The first photo, showing Baal with a gold hat, shows the typical pose. His right
arm is raised to smite, and his left is extended to either hold something or to receive an

offering.
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if receiving an offering. In some depictions, his raised right hand
carries a weapon for smiting an enemy. Smaller Baal figurines
have pegs on the bottom of the feet that would fit into a block of
wood, enabling the idol to stand upright in its shrine.

For all the fame of Baal’s name, can we identify his powers?
What did Baal’s followers expect him to do? From archaeology,
we know Baal was a weather deity. He was the god of the storm
and his voice was the thunder. He sent the rain in its season.
Ancient pagans looked for Baal to give life to their crops and
protect from famine.

One depiction in the Louvre museum illuminates the Bible’s
most famous story of Baal. A stone relief from the ancient Syrian
kingdom of Ugarit portrays the god standing over a smaller
figure who likely represents the local king. Baal’s raised right
arm wields a mace but his extended left hand holds a plant-
looking thunderbolt shaped at the bottom like a spear. What is
the message? Baal is shown as a powerful protector of the king,
who brings fertility to plants and casts lightning to the earth.

When Ahab and Jezebel instituted Baal worship as Israel’s
official religion, Elijah countered by proclaiming a drought in
the name of God and later challenging Baal to send lightning
down on his own altar (1 Kings 18). What better way to reveal
Baal’s impotence? Elijah specifically targeted Baal’s powers and
showed that only YHWH controlled the rain and storm.

Archaeology provides another biblical insight about Baal. In
the same room that contains the stone relief mentioned above,
there are a series of ancient tablets from Ugarit that detail the
“Baal Cycle” In this mythology, Baal is killed and later comes
back to life. Most scholars interpret this as an explanation for the
dry summers in the Eastern Mediterranean. Why do the rains go
away from late spring to early fall each year? Ancient Canaanites
believed Baal was dead during those months, then came back to
life (in our month of October) to send the early rains. Perhaps
this is why Elijah proclaimed, “As YHWH, the God of Israel,
lives. . . there shall be neither dew nor rain these years” (1 Kings
17:1) Elijah’s words directly contrasted the constantly dying Baal
with the omnipresent God of Israel.

Archaeology provides us with a powerful tool. It brings us
closer to the original perspectives of biblical people. We come to
understand words and events as they did, which is vital to us as
“Biblical Restorationists.”

Sources

Both photos were taken by Luke Chandler in the Louvre
Museum in Paris, France.

Caption #2: The second photo shows a stone relief of Baal holding
a mace in his raised right hand and lightning in his left. He was
considered a god who controlled weather, which illuminates
why Elijah revealed Baal’s impotence with both a drought and a
challenge to light his own altar from the sky.

Luke has worked with the North
Terrace church of Christ near Tampa,
FL, for sixteen years. He and his wife,
Melanie, have five children. His website
is lukechandler.wordpress.com. Luke
holds an MA in Ancient History

and has worked ten archaeological
seasons in Israel. He can be reached at
Luke Chandler lukechandler@verizon.net.
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The Truth in Life series of workbooks
from Truth Publications is a topical series
TRUTH IN LIFE of Bible studies designed to guide Bible
WORKBOOKS students through book, chapter, verse

teaching on topics of interest to every
Christian. Church classes, home school /[
classes, small group studies, high school
classes and alike will enjoy the rich
material in this series.

-I-[L Truth in Life Workbooks

Each Truth in Life book includes many
scriptural references, reliable
commentary, pictures, charts, graphs,
maps, end of lesson questions,

and more. With the wide
. range of topics,
there is a book that
every class can enjoy.
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A Christian is.. 13 lessons Examines the terms used in the Bible to describe a Christian. Mike Willis $10.97
Abstain From Every Form of Evil 21 lessons on moral issues facing all Christians Variows Authors 510,97
Angels and Other Created Spiritual Beings 13 lessons giving a greater understanding and appreciation for these divine ambassadors from God  Michael Hardin 51097

The Bible and Contemporary Churches 14 lessons studying contemporary (denominational] churches and what the Bible says Various Authors - $10.97
Biblical Guidance Through The Stages of Life 7 lessons covering every stage of life from childhood to old age Kyle Pape 51097
The Changing Face of Denominationalism 13 lessons discussing  how Christian denominations in America have deviated from scripture Kyle Pope 510487
Christians in a Secular Age 16 lessons encowraging Christians to stand for the absolute truth as presented in God's word Mike Willis 51097
Church History 14 lessons discussing the origin and growth of the Lord’s Chisrch and denominations Aude McKee 510.97
Thee Church: A Biblical Perspective 14 lessons covering the foundation, name, organization, mission, and discipline in the Lord’s Church L. A Stauffer 510,97
Committed to Spiritual Growth 14 lessons encowraging Christians to self evaluate, plan, and stay the course towards growth Steve Niemeder 51097
The Course of This World 13 lessons about following the will of God in our speech, dress, and activities Ed Bragwell, 5r.  $10.97
Create In Me A Clean Heart 13 lessons addressing issues of anger, pride, lust, selfishness, anxiety, lack of brother love, and more Various Authors - 510,97
Establishing and Applying Bible Authority 13 lessons considering how to establish and apply Bible authority for church action Mark Mayberry 51097
Evangelizing The Lost 12 lessons on personal evangelism covering how to prepare ta share the plan for salvation Charles Goodall 51097
Evidences for Qur Faith 13 lessons exploring different types of evidences that serve to bolster faith in the Bible and Jesus Various Authars 510,97
Farnilies Serving God Through the Ages 13 lessons encouraging families to serve in different capacities at home and in the world Royce DeBerry 51097
Family Life: A Biblical Perspective 13 lessons on marriage, dating, training children, and building a Christ centered home L. A Stauffer 51097
Give Account of Your Stewardship 13 lessons on the giving of your time, talent. and treasure in your everyday life Variows Authors 510,87
God’s Perfiect Plan 26 lessons that thoroughly cover the plan of salvation Kelly Ellis 510497
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God's Plan far Parenting 13 lessons covering the need for Godly parents, changes in routines, discipline, and roles Various Authors 51087
Harmony in the Home 13 lessans on developing meral character so the home can then function as God desires Mike Willis 510.97
Histary of the Church in the First Century 13 lessons on the history of the church from its beginning through the first century Greg Litmer 51097
History of the Church Through the Ages 13 lessons studying the church from the 2nd century through the Restoration Gregq Litmer 51097
History of the Chiurch: The Restoration 13 lessons on the early work of restoration preachers, and discusses the basis for the separation of ) jrncor §1097
Movement the Disciples of Christ/Christian Church and the chusches of Christ

The Holy Spirit - His Personality and Work 13 lessons to help ground fundamental truths regarding the Holy Spirit Michael Hardin 510,97
Indestructible Foundations 8 lessons on fundamentals of Christianity, can be used in converting and reinforcing these truths Peter J. Wilson 510,97
The Intertestament Period 13 lessens that overview Jewish history, the roman period, and the intertestamental literature Mike Willls 510,97
Jesus The | AM 13 lessons studying the " am” statements of Jesus Various Authors 510,97
Leadership in the Church 13 lessons designed to show that spiritual growth is the key to leadership Ron Halbrook 51097
Learning to Deny Seff 13 lessons centering around Mark 8:34 Donnie Rader 1097
Leaving A Lasting Spiritual Legacy 13 lessons giving practical skills for becoming a Godly husband and father Matt Hennecke 510,97
Let's Study Prayer 13 lessons on the subject of prayer Walton Weaver 51097
Let's Study the Holy Spirit 13 lessons on thie Holy Spirit Michael Vierheller 510,97
The Lord's Supper 13 lessons on the proper institution of the Loed’s Supper Dick Blackford 510,97
Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage 13 lessons addressing the various doctrines taught on divorce and remarriage Donnie Rader 51097
Minor Bible Characters 13 lessons on life applications we can learn from minor characters Heath Rogers 1097
The Miraches of Jesus 27 lessons on the miracles, healings, and teachings of Jesus Various Authors. 51097
The New Testament Church 52 lessons teaching on the nature, origin, missian, identity, and leadership of the Lord's Church Roy E. Cogdill 51297
Mow That You Are In Christ 13 lessons that ground new Christians In their basic responsibifities after becoming a child of God Mason Harris 51097
Our Lord Jesus Chirist 13 lessons focusing on the different aspectsiqualities of Jesus Various Authors. 51087
The Parables of Jesus 26 lessons on the parables of Jesus Various Authors 51097
Passing the Torch 13 lessons that use scripture to combat controversies of modern day and the past Mike Willis 51097
Preparing To Teach Our Neighbors 13 lessons looking at doctrines and arguments we face in our efforts to lead our neighbors to Christ  Max Tice $10.97
Profiting From The Parables 19 lessons on the central part of the Lord's teachings and the study of His life Johnny Stringer 510,97
The Providence of God 13 lessons exploring the ways that God interacts with mankind through history Gene Tope 510,97
Esis:tt':r;,i::‘lal!:nand Authority in the ;l?;;e;;:;:ge::i:i:? how to apply the principles of biblical authority in the lives of both individuals Various Authors. $10.97
Seeking The Lost 13 lessens based on the baptisms and conversions in the book of Acts Quentin McCay 510,97
The Sermon on the Mount 13 lessans based on Matthew 5-7 John Smith 1097
Spiritual Growth and Development 13 lessons on the responsibilities of Christians in everyday life and the influence it has on others Michael Hardin 51097
Teach Us to Pray 13 lessons on prayer Donnie Rader s1097
Teachinig: The Heart of the Matter ::E;fquox:nthe teaching and learning process in bible classes, Includes activities and motivation ot Srith $1097
Then Carmes the End 17 lessons on death, the afterlifie, the second coming, premillennialism, and the judgment Mike Willis 51097
Troubded Over Many Things 12 lessons on coping with death, worry, divorce, addiction, family discord and more Connie Adams 510,97
Wa{king by Ifaith'. A Study of 16 Iess.l::n.i on the.bil:ﬂical outline of the Mission of the Church and the issues that divided churches Roy Coadil 51297
Institutionalism of Christ in the mid-20th century (sequel to The New Testament Church)

We Gather Together 13 lessons covering how and why we worship God each the Lord's Day Mike Willis 51097
What Is the Christian Life? 12 lessons on the values and sacrifices of being a Christian Lewis Willis 51097
Work and Qualifications of Eidersand. 15 esons on the quaifications of elders, deacons, and their wives Mike Willis 510,97
World Religions 13 lessons examining the largest world religions and cults Rick Billingsley 51097
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Mentoring

Mentoring Singles

by Chris Reeves

Any person who is single can, of course, go to heaven and Paul calls the single life a “gift.” Yet, singles also need to remember
to give their undivided attention to Christ and to consider the honorable state of marriage.

Introduction

Once a week I have a Bible study with
a man who is single and age 30. Besides
going through a book of the Bible, we
often talk about what is going on in his
life with his work, his family, and his
relationships. He will ask me for advice
about various things and sometimes he
will ask me about dating and marriage.
When I give him advice on those matters,
he will often acknowledge that he must
work on being less selfish. He admits
that his issues with others are often
complicated by putting himself first: his
food preferences, his time schedule, his
choices, etc. Over and over, I tell him
over and over that if he wants to get
serious about dating and marriage, he
should start thinking about the woman
as well and what she wants. He’s a great
guy, but he has to stop thinking about
himself alone. Because he has been single
throughout his 20s, he admits that he has
conditioned himself to think of himself
first. Being single and selfish is a genuine
danger.

Of course, before I got married, I was
a single myself. I lived by myself for a
while away from home. I know what it is
like to go by my own schedule, spend my
own money, cook my own food, drive my
own car, live in my own rented place, etc.
When I got married, that all changed—
for the better, I might add. I had to start
thinking about my wife.

Obviously, single people can be
faithful Christians and go to heaven
without ever being married. We know
of well-known single people in the Bible
who faithfully served the Lord: Jeremiah,

John the Baptist, Jesus, and Paul. Single
people in and out of the church should
never be ostracized, looked down upon,
forgotten about, or considered second-
class citizens. Neither should we believe
that single people have done something
bad to deserve their singleness, or that
their singleness is a punishment from
God.

Consider One’s Choices

While I would never say that a
Christian must marry, I encourage
singles to think about their choices. In
mentoring singles who live in our present
challenging world, I offer two pieces of
advice: (1) if you choose to live the single
life, don’t be selfish, and (2) why not
take another look at the biblical value of
marriage and family. Let’s examine these
two points further.

I have known several godly singles in
my lifetime who have given themselves to
serving the Lord. These men and women
were faithful in their attendance and
volunteered to do the Lord’s work in and
out of the local church. They were fine
Christians. On the other hand, there are
singles in the church who can be selfish
with their time, talents, money, etc.

Things to Remember

Here are a few things to remember
about the choice to be single.

First, singleness is a choice and a God-
given “gift” (1 Cor. 7:7-8). Not all choose
to marry and that is fine. Jesus said
this when the disciples asked about the
strictness of marriage:

But He said unto them, “Not all men
can receive this saying, but they to
whom it is given. For there are eunuchs,
that were so born from their mother’s
womb: and there are eunuchs, that were
made eunuchs by men: and there are
eunuchs, that made themselves eunuchs
for the kingdom of heaven’s sake. He
that is able to receive it, let him receive
it” (Matt. 19:10-12).

Second, the choice to be single should
cause one to be more devoted to Christ.
Being single should allow one to not be
distracted between the cares of having a
mate and serving Christ. Paul said this
when he encouraged the members at
Corinth to be as he was (single) during
the present distress of persecution:

But I would have you to be free from
cares. He that is unmarried is careful
for the things of the Lord, how he may
please the Lord: but he that is married
is careful for the things of the world,
how he may please his wife, and is
divided. So also the woman that is
unmarried and the virgin is careful for
the things of the Lord, that she may

be holy both in body and in spirit: but
she that is married is careful for the
things of the world, how she may please
her husband. And this I say for your
own profit; not that I may cast a snare
upon you, but for that which is seemly,
and that ye may attend upon the Lord
without distraction (1 Cor. 7:32-35).

The choice to remain single in life
is certainly fine, but remember, if you
choose that to make sure you are giving
yourself more to Christ. Don't be selfish
with your singleness. You do not have
to care for a spouse or children, so you
often have more time to volunteer in the
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local church and you have more money
to contribute to the Lord’s work. As Paul
would say, be careful for the things of
the Lord without distraction. Don’t be
caught up in the culture of separation,
singleness, and selfishness. Give more
of yourself to the Lord’s service. If you
choose singleness, make sure you give
your undivided attention to the Lord.

Not only would I encourage singles to
give themselves wholly to the Lord, but I
would also encourage them to consider
marriage and family seriously. I am told
that the number of people getting married
and having children in western cultures is
way down. For example, in America, there
has been a drop in marriage of about 30%
since 1978. Other countries are showing
the same trends. Getting married and
having children is not as popular as it
once was. There are many factors behind
this, but mainly fewer people are seeing
the benefit of getting married and having
children. They do not believe that it is
worthwhile to do so.
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I would remind our singles that
marriage and having children is God’s
ideal. In His word, we read, “It is not
good that man should be alone. . ”

(Gen. 2:18); “children are a heritage of
the Lord and the fruit of the womb is his
reward” (Ps. 127:3); “whoso findeth a wife
findeth a good thing, and obtaineth favor
of the Lord” (Prov. 18:22); “two are better
than one. . ” (Eccl. 4:9); and, “marriage is
honorable. . ” (Heb. 13:4).

If you choose the single life, keep
in mind Godss ideal as well. Stay open
to the possibility of finding a faithful
Christian mate. It is challenging to
find one in today’s world, but it is also
very rewarding. After thirty-four years
of marriage, I can honestly say how
wonderful it is to be married with
children. It’s a blessing to share and care
for a spouse. No one or nothing compares
to the love and joy that children can give
you as a parent, now and in your old age.
In man’s world, fulfillment centers on a
career. In God’s world, fulfillment centers

on marriage to a spouse in the home and
marriage to Christ in the church. There’s
even an entire book of the Bible—Song
of Solomon—devoted to the beauty of
marriage!

Conclusion

In closing, let me say to all who
choose the “gift” of singleness, while you
may not be distracted by a spouse, you
can be distracted by this world or even by
yourself. Remember to always put Christ
first in your life! Along the way, stay
open to the possibility of God’s first great
institution called marriage. It has great
rewards, too.

Chais has preached for the Warfield
B, church of Christ in Clarksyille,
TH, since 2016, He and his wife,

(heri, have four children and two
grandchildren. His Bible study website
is thegoadteacher.com. The church
website s wheocorg. He can be reachad
at chrisreevesmail@gmail com.
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Voices of Youth

The Challenges of a Christian
College Student

by Isabella Mason

Remaining a faithful Christian while attending college has its challenges; how can we overcome these challenges with the

Lord’s help?

Introduction

This past August, a big change
took place in my life. After being
homeschooled for my entire elementary
and high school education, I began my
freshman year of college at the University
of Central Arkansas. Now I have just
completed my first semester, and my
experience with the secular world has
had its challenges. As a Christian college
student, I have had to learn how to
find the balance between school, my
Lord, my family, and my friends. This
is not always easy when you are getting
pulled in several directions all at once. I
certainly have not done a perfect job of it.
However, I have learned a few important
things along the way.

Is college a challenge? Absolutely, yes!
There are assignments due, papers to
write, homework to finish, and tests to
take seemingly nonstop. However, it isn't
the academic challenges that threaten
one’s soul. The devil sees an opportunity
when Christian young people go off to
college. He loves it when they get so busy
that they forget about their God. He
loves it when they become disconnected
from their grounded Christian family
and friends. Most of all, he loves it when
they listen to the lies fed to them by that
unbelieving college professor with a
doctorate.

Seek Ye First

One of the biggest challenges for me
this semester was keeping my priorities
in order, which is ironic, considering my
favorite verse is Matthew 6:33. It says,

26

“Seek first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness, and all these things shall
be added to you” This verse is my favorite
because for me it represents what the
Christian walk encompasses—making
God your number one priority. This
became a struggle for me as I added hours
of classes and studying into my everyday
schedule. Sometimes, trying to make
good grades became such a focus that

I would go a whole day without having
spent meaningful time in the word of
God. Guilt would nag at me for knowing
that I had not done my best to make time
for the Lord and sometimes He would feel
far away.

I knew that a relationship with the
Father takes work and time, but time
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often seemed to be evading me. After

all, James 4:8 says, “Draw near to God
and He will draw near to you..” Asa
Christian, if you want to feel close to
God, you must actively seek Him. Every
morning when you wake up, you must
decide to take up your cross and follow
Him (Matt. 16:24). We have no guarantee
that life as a Christian will be simple

(2 Tim. 3:12)—sometimes you have to
balance God, family, school, and work.
When you become overwhelmed by the
surmounting floods of responsibility,
remember that falling short (Rom. 10:23)
does not mean failure. The Christian

life described as a race (2 Tim. 4:6) and

a walk in the light (1 John 1:7). If you
stumble, the key to victory is to get up




and keep going. God rewards those who
diligently seek Him (Heb. 11:6).

Take Time to Be Holy

What is holiness? To be holy means
to be set apart. Christians are called to
be holy (Rom. 12:1; Eph. 1:4; 1 Thess.
4.7; 2 Tim. 1:9) and set apart from the
world—a peculiar people (1 Pet. 2:9).
Because the Father is holy, He asks His
people to be holy (1 Pet. 1:15-16). As a
Christian college student, I have felt my
differences from the world more than
ever this semester. I have witnessed
rampant immodest dress, profane
language, degradation of faith in God,
and the hearty approval of sin. It has been
easier for me than for some to separate
myself from such things because I live
at home instead of on campus, but I still
have encountered plenty of immorality.
Christian college students cannot fall into
the trap of wanting to fit in with those
around them. Romans 12:2 says, “Do
not be conformed to this world. . ” The
devil will try to convince us to give in to
our desires (Jas. 1:14-15), but with God’s
faithful help, we can overcome (1 Cor.
10:13). The world will hate us because it
hated Jesus (John 15:18-19) and we have
to be ready to face that reality.

Christian college students must be
careful about the friends they choose.
1 Corinthians 15:33 says, “Do not be
deceived: ‘Evil company corrupts good
habits”” Whether we want them to or not,
our friends have a strong influence on
our behavior. I tried to be careful about
who I spent time with this semester. I
decided that if someone frequently used
bad language, I would rather not hang out
with them all the time. If you know that
someone is going to influence you to do
sinful things, do not let them get close to
you. You can show kindness to someone
and even have conversations with them
in class without allowing them to be a
constant influence in your life. We should
rely upon our godly family and friends to
be our support—not those of the world. If
we have holy friends, it will be easier for
us to remain holy as well.

Sweet Hour of Prayer

When you get busy, overwhelmed,
and exhausted, it is the perfect time to
pray, but praying doesn’t always come
easily—at least not for me. I know that as
a Christian I should pray continually (1
Thess. 5:17); however, sometimes prayer
feels tedious. I never want it to feel that
way, but sometimes it does. Does this
mean that I give up on trying to pray? No,
because I know that if I do give up, my
relationship with God will suffer. Prayer
is vital to a Christian going through the
stress and anxiety of college (Phil. 4:6-7;
Ps. 18:6). When you pray, it should be
from the sincerity of your heart, not to
be seen by others (Matt. 6:6-7). Prayer
is a powerful tool that God has given us.
If we neglect it, God slips away from the
center of our lives. The key is to keep
trying, even when you fail, because the
Lord knows your heart (1 Sam. 16:7);
He knows if you want to grow your
relationship with Him through prayer.
If you cultivate your prayer life, you will
grow closer to God in faith.

Send the Light

A Christian is supposed to be a light
to the world (Matt. 5:13). This means
that we should be shining the light of
Jesus wherever we are—even at college!
Matthew 28: 19-20 says, “Go therefore
and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all things that I
have commanded you; and lo, I am with
you always, even to the end of the age”

Youth does not exempt us from
this duty. Something that I try to do to
shine my light is talk about God in the
small opportunities that occur. This
does not always result in a deep biblical
conversation. When you mention Christ
and live in a way that reflects Him, people
will notice, and it can influence them for
good!

Another good way to influence others
is by inviting them to Bible studies. I
know that this often comes with rejection,
but if you ask them and they say no, it is
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not your fault (John 12:48; Matt. 10:14,
33). We should love those around us
enough to tell them about our amazing
Savior. Everyone will appear before the
judgment seat of Christ (2 Cor. 5:10). On
Judgement Day we do not want anyone
saying to us, “You never mentioned Him
to me”

Dare to Be a Daniel!

A young person in the Bible who
“purposed in his heart that he would not
defile himself” (Dan. 1:6) was Daniel.

As Christian college students, we should
follow his example because he ordered
his priorities. He was prepared to be holy,
he strengthened his relationship with the
Lord, and he was a beneficial influence on
those around him. He did not let a new
and difficult situation change the way he
lived for God. Neither should we.

Isatsella grew up in Hot Springs,

AR. She has worshiped with the
Highway 65 church of Christ in
Comway, AR, since mawing there with
her family almost three years ago,
She is curnently o oursing-major a1
the University of Central Arkansas
(UCA). Her congregation’s website is
hwybachurchofchristong,. She can be
reached at bellacm09 6@ gmail. com.

Isabella Mason
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“The Greatest Verse in the Bible” (John 3:16)

The Greatest Being Who
Manifested the Greatest Emotion

by Caleb Wray

Consider how Almighty God manifested the most powerful emotion for all mankind.

Introduction

For God so loved the world, that

He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not
perish, but have eternal life (John 3:16,
NASB).

In these few simplistic words recorded
by John the Lord’s teaching, much can
be said about the magnificent plan of the
Creator, beginning with a recognition of
the Creator Himself.

The Greatest Being

Throughout history, mankind has

sought to know the origin of the universe.

Even amongst our agnostic and atheistic
friends and colleagues, there is much
speculation and consideration given to
how the earth and surrounding heavenly
bodies came into existence. In the
various mythologies, there are a variety
of different stories on the creation of
everything around us. Many mythologies
give credit to multiple “gods” for the
creation of various pieces. In many

of these ancient beliefs, it was a rarity

for one “god” to be listed as the sole
designer. However, Scripture declares,
“In the beginning God (Elohim) created
the heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:1).
Elohim, or the Mighty One, is seen as the
Greatest Being with infinite power and
evidenced by the creation around the
globe.

The book of Daniel describes how the
four youths of Judah are taken into the
service of King Nebuchadnezzar, where
they will become learned men of the way
of the Chaldeans. In that opening of the

book, there is a change of names that
occurs for each of them. Their names,
which honor the true God, El Shaddai
(God Almighty), are changed into
references to different Chaldean idols. In
particular, one is worthy of discussion:
Mishael means “Who is what God is?”
whereas Meshach, according to several
scholars, means, “Who is what the moon
god is?” It is interesting to note that
when changed, this name pays honor to
but one pagan God. Polytheism limits
the powers and abilities of their deities.
Claiming that a force of nature, place,
animal, or characteristic belongs to only
to the domain of one or two deities—
which shows how truly insufficient that
deity is. How impressive is a well-run
facility, a home, a workplace, a project,
when it is done by one individual as
opposed to the work of many? Truly, the
completed, perfect item that is done by
one individual is far more impressive.

Egyptian mythology has over eight
hundred deities. Spanning more than
multiple millennia and thirty-two
dynasties, Egypt’s history relied heavily
on their mythology. Although Akhenaten
(Amenhotep IV) lead Egypt to adopt a
monotheistic religion for a short time,
most of Egypt’s history was steeped in
polytheism, assigning deities of the river,
sons of Horus to guard the organs in the
afterlife, and more. In examining the final
plague on Egypt, there is no doubt of who
the true, superior being was and is today.

When God Almighty spoke to Moses
and Aaron in Exodus 12:12, He stated
that, in this final plague upon Egypt, He
would execute judgment upon Egypt,

and on all the gods of Egypt. Through

the plagues, Israel's God manifested
superiority over the pagan gods of Egypt.
As the plagues devastated the realms of
several Egyptian deities, clearly, judgment
had come upon them.

The apostle Paul told the men of
Athens at Mars Hill, “This unknown God
I now proclaim to you” God Almighty
is able to create the entire world, to
fashion humanity and give each person
a free will, to control the rulers and
principalities, to be all powerful, all
knowing, and ever present. God is far
beyond the comprehension of our mortal
minds. Everywhere across this planet
sings of His praise. In Acts 17:24-25,

Paul informs the men of Athens that this
true God is not one who lives in objects
made by human hands. His being cannot
be symbolized by a graven image. Such
things cannot communicate His glory.

He is far beyond what man can imagine
and create. He is the infinite creator of the
universe.

Who Manifested the Greatest
Emotion

Love is a simple word, yet it is so
complex. First and foremost, God teaches
us what love is and reveals the impact of
love. Peter instructs us to love each other
because love covers a multitude of sins
(1 Pet. 4:8). In writing about love, John
reminds us that we love because God first
loved us (1 John 4:19). Our love for one
another is to be an imitation of the love of
the Father.

28

January 2023 | truthmagazine.com



How can one be assured that God
manifests love towards us? In another
comparison to a pagan deities, consider
Elijah’s encounter with the prophets
of Baal. Four hundred and fifty priests
of Baal cried loudly, beseeching a god
who could not answer them. They
made loud intercession, seeking an
answer, the symbol of the power of Baal.
Elijah called to God, who immediately
responded and showed His ability. In the
ensuing passage of 1 Kings 19, Elijah fled

from the presence of Jezebel, who has
threatened his life. When the angel of the
Lord came and ministered to Elijah, the
Lord’s servant was ready for his end. He
besought the Lord to take his life, for he
did not differ from his fathers. God made
provision for Elijah, who then journeyed
to Horeb to stand before the Lord.

In this passage, when God asked Elijah
what he was doing there (i.e., why had
he fled?), God showed His magnificent
power. Elijah saw a strong wind that
tore the mountains, an earthquake, and
a great fire (vv. 11-12). Yet, Scripture
declares that the Lord was not in these
manifestations of power. After the fire,
there was “the sound of a low whisper”
(ESV). Immediately, “when Elijah heard
it, he wrapped his face in his cloak and

went out and stood at the entrance of the
cave” (v. 13).

Why did Elijah hide his face, unless
he recognized that the Lord was present
in the whisper? Have you ever stopped to
consider how close one must be to hear
a whisper, and understand its meaning
and implication? God was present with
Elijah despite the prophet’s despair. That
is merely one instance of many in which
we clearly see God with His people.

God is surely capable of emotion,
as evidenced throughout Scripture.
Consider Genesis 6. Upon seeing
the wickedness of man’s heart, God
Almighty regretted that He made
man. Yet, frequently manifested long-
suffering towards His people. Moved by
the groaning of the Israelites in Egypt,
God sent Moses and Aaron to deliver
them (Exod. 2:24). In Jonal’s misplaced
complaint of God’s willingness to relent,
and not pour out His wrath upon
Nineveh, he says, “I knew that You are
a gracious God and merciful, slow to
anger and abounding in steadfast love,

and relenting from disaster” (Jonah 4:2b).

While Jonah stated this as a criticism,
it is God’s crowning characteristic: He
abounds in steadfast, unwavering love.

Amidst judgments pronounced upon
Israel and Judah in the Minor Prophets,
there are continual glimpses of the
remnant, and the salvation that they
will experience. Throughout history, it is
undeniable that God loves His people. To
accomplish His purposes, God provided
a plan that would offer salvation to all
people.

Conclusion

From cover to cover of our Bibles,
there is but one central theme:
redemption. The Greatest Being shows
His eternal love for His creation. He
desires all be saved, so that all may
experience the love of the Father. In
Jesus’s parable of the prodigal son, the
Father’s love for His wayward child never
ceased. Why else would He look out
daily for His son to return? In a similar
manner, the Great Almighty God has
never ceased to love His people. Reading
through the book of Hosea will show
the personal relationship that God so
desperately desires from His people,
and the implications of the relationship
between Creator and creation. Near the
middle of that letter, He says, “I desire
compassion, not sacrifice” Words that
Jesus spoke on two occasions (Matt. 9:9-
13; 12:1-7) which remind us of what John
writes: “We love because He first loved
us” God’s love has never wavered for any
of us so may we have full assurance of the
fact that The Greatest Being Manifested
the Greatest Emotion for you and me.
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“The Greatest Verse in the Bible” (John 3:16)

The Greatest Creation with the
Greatest Need

by Tol Burk

Human beings are God’s greatest creation, but man’s freewill leads to the greatest need of all.

Introduction

For God so loved the world, that

He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not
perish, but have eternal life (John 3:16,
NASB).

We live in an age of wonders.
Technology has “created” so many helpful
things—things that were in the category
of “science fiction” just 100 years ago. In
medicine, advances have been amazing:
artificial hearts, joints and lenses, to name
a few. Then all the new inventions that
have made life so much easier in every
realm—communication, transportation,
even household chores. How does God’s
creation match up to man’s?

The Merriam-Webster online
dictionary defines creation as “to bring
into existence” and gives this example: “In
the beginning, God created the heavens
and the earth” In this sense, only God
can create anything—we correctly talk of
man’s inventions, not creations. “Create,”
like “inspire” has come to be used in the
sense of “creating” a play or movie, a
movie character, but obviously, this is not
what were discussing.

Allowing for the loose usage of today,
Godss creation is so far superior to
man’s that His alone can be called “the
Greatest” This universe and all that is
in it, is so far above anything man could
even conceive of much, less invent. God’s
creation is self maintaining and responds
to His command immediately.

Our efforts to “control” this world
are frequently impotent, and in the
worst cases, damaging and destructive.

Someone will say, “Yes, but notice our
inventions on the small scale, like our
artificial heart” If we compare the latest
version, the newest and most improved
artificial heart, to the original organ
created by God, its inferiority is obvious.
The artificial hearts that men create serve
as a temporary measure, to be used only
until a transplant can be performed. On
every front, mans “improvements” on
what God has created fall short.

The Greatest Creation in John
3:16

No one has trouble understanding
“the world” in this verse. In our text,
“the world” refers to the mankind. Yes,
humanity is the greatest thing in God’s
creation. The physical world that we
inhabit was created for man. Even though
man was created on the sixth day, he was
not an afterthought. Once everything was
prepared, God created man. God created
a garden for man, filling it with every
plant that was good to eat and pleasant
to the eyes (Gen. 2:8-9). Man was
given dominion over every living thing
(Gen. 1:28). What sets man apart from
the rest of God’s creation? “Then God
said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image,
according to Our likeness” (Gen. 1:26).
Nothing else was made in the image and
likeness of God—only man.

o The grass and the trees brought forth
according to their kind (1:12).

o The sea creatures were created according
to their kind (1:21).

o The birds of the air were created
according to their kind (1:21).

« The land animals were created according
to their kind (1:25).

Yet of man it is said, “So God created
man in His image; in the image of God
He created Him; male and female created
He them” (1:27).

What does “in the image and likeness
of God mean”? Obviously, it doesn’t
mean the physical body—God is a Spirit.
What sets man apart from the animals
is his immortal soul—the inner man
whose desires are not the fleshly desires
of animals. Do animals reason? Yes, in
a limited (instinctive) sense. However,
do they understand right and wrong, or
comprehend the long-term consequences
of their actions? No. Because of that,
we don’t charge animals with sin, such
as fornication or murder. Man is a free
moral agent. His soul desires to please
God. It can only be at peace when it
is at peace with God. This soul is the
source of good thoughts and actions, or
alternatively, bad thoughts and actions.
Man can desire to be like God. If properly
focused, he longs to be with a loving
God who has prepared a place for the
righteous. As Ecclesiastes. says, God has
put eternity in our hearts (3:11).

Because of all this, mankind is truly
God’s greatest creation. I believe God
created man because He wanted to share
His love with someone. God created man
with freewill, i.e., the ability to accept
or reject the love that He offers. He can
choose to obey or disobey God. He can
love and embrace God or turn his back
upon his Maker.

Adam and Eve chose to disobey God
when they ate the fruit of the tree of the
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knowledge of good and evil. As a result,
they were driven out of the garden and
separated them from the tree of life. Sin
also severed their fellowship with God.
From that moment forward, they were
destined to die—their bodies would
decay. Adam’s sin brought sin into the
world and since then “all have sinned

and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom.

3:23). The greatest creation, with the
greatest hope and promises, now finds
itself in the greatest need.

What Is that Greatest Need?

How many books have been written
about the needs of humanity and how to
fill them? How many songs, poems, etc.
try to answer this question? The sheer
numbers illustrate clearly the magnitude
of man’s need, but what is that need?

Every child is born with a body and a
soul. We have recently been blessed with
the birth of twin great granddaughters.
When we first saw them, they were
two weeks old—all they did was eat
and grunt, yet they were (and still are)
precious in our eyes. As they grow,
they will make many discoveries; they
will reach out to their parents and later
others for guidance. They will learn
about right and wrong—first that hitting
others brings unpleasant consequences,

and that sharing with others brings
pleasant reactions from parents. As
they reach the age of accountability, and
that age is different for each child, their
understanding goes from “If I do this,

I get punished, or rewarded” to “If I do
this, T am disobeying God. I realize that
this is wrong—that this is sin.”

Isaiah 59:2 puts it succinctly, “Your
iniquities have separated you from your
God, and your sins have hidden His face

from you” God is holy and can have no
tellowship with sin. When we sin, we are

separated from God. We are cut off from

His protection, His help, His care, and
most of all—His love.

As Ephesians 2:12 describes the
condition of these brethren before they
were Christians, “that at that time you
were without Christ. . . having no hope
and without God in the world” What a
tragedy it is for one to have no hope in
this sinful world. When you have health
problems, but have no one to whom
you may turn, and no one upon whom
you may lean, you must face the trial all
alone. When you have people problems,
who will help you, or console you? Life
without hope is no life at all.

Conclusion

All have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God and the wages of sin is
death. Physical death directly results
from sin and the separation from God
that followed. Yet, man’s greatest need lies
beyond the grave—death is not the end.
Rather, it is the beginning of the life that
really matters because it is eternal. Each
one will be judged and will experience
one of two destinies—eternal life with
God in heaven or eternal torment in a
devil’s hell.

What will hell be like? “Then death
and hades were cast into the lake of fire.
This is the second death. And anyone not
found written in the book was cast into
the lake of fire” (Rev. 20:13-14). Of all
the things mankind needs, there is none
greater than a response to our sins—we
need a Savior.
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“The Greatest Verse in the Bible” (John 3:16)

The Greatest Act by the Greatest

by Kevin Maxey

Jesus’s path to greatness is diametrically opposed to worldly standards of greatness.

Introduction

For God so loved the world, that He
gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not
perish, but have eternal life (John 3:16,
NASB).

G.0.A.T,, a modern sports acronym
used to describe greatness, means the
“Greatest of All Time.” Fickle sport
enthusiasts enjoy debating the merits
of their favorite reigning G.0.A.T., at
least until the next one comes along.
Regardless of the arena, man’s attempts
at greatness flicker in comparison to
our Savior’s eternal greatness. Speaking
of Jesus, the angel Gabriel definitively
proclaimed, “He will be great” (Luke
1:32). Christ’s greatness is unparalleled.
Period. Overuses of the word “great” pale
the against unique greatness that is Jesus.

John 3:16, which many call the
greatest verse of the Bible, describes the
greatest act ever accomplished by the
greatest man of all time: “For God so
loved the world, that He gave His only

Son, that whoever believes in Him should

not perish but have eternal life”

The Greatest Man

Gospel writers engaged in the

formidable task of recording the “Greatest

Story Ever Told.” John concludes his
gospel with these words, “Now there are
also many other things that Jesus did.
Were every one of them to be written, I
suppose that the world itself could not
contain the books that would be written”
(John 21:25). All the books of the world
cannot contain the greatness that is Jesus.

Jesus is great because of who He is.
Earlier in his gospel, John affirmed Jesus
as Logos, Deity, and Creator. “In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All
things were made through Him, and
without Him was not any thing made that
was made” (John 1:1-3). John continues
proclaiming Jesus as Life and Light. “In
Him was life, and the life was the light of
the men. The Light shines in the darkness
and the darkness has not overcome it”
(John 1:4-5).

This Logos, Deity, Creator, Light, and
Life accomplished the extraordinary and
“became flesh and dwelt among us” (John
1:14)—truly making Him the greatest
man. Jesus was no ordinary man. Jesus,

who tabernacled, lived, and walked
among men, was fully God in the flesh
(Col. 1:15; 2:9; Heb. 1:3, 8; 2 Cor. 4:4;
Phil. 2:6).

Jesus is great because of how He lived.
Not only was He fully God, Jesus was also
fully man. Walking in the flesh enabled
the world to see glory, grace, and truth.
“We have seen His glory, glory as of the
only Son from the Father, full of grace
and truth” (John 1:14). Jesus explained to
His disciples, “Whoever has seen me has
seen the Father” (John 14:9). Just before
the John 3:16 passage, even Nicodemus,

leading member of the Jewish Sanhedrin,
admits to Jesus, “Rabbi, we know that you
are a teacher from God, for no one can
do these signs that you do unless God is
with him” (John 3:2). Jesus manifested
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greatness in acts of compassion as He
“went about doing good” (Acts 10:38).
Jesus spoke like no other (John 7:46;
Matt. 7:28-29). Jesus performed miracles
like no other man. “Now Jesus did
many other signs in the presence of His
disciples, which are not written in this
book, but these are written so that you
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God, and that by believing you
may have life in His name” (John 20:30-
31).

Beyond these unique claims to
greatness, Jesus stands above all others
because He lived without sin. “He
committed no sin, neither was deceit
found in His mouth” (1 Pet. 2:22). Satan,
who tempts all men to sin (Rom. 3:23),
miserably failed with Jesus (Matt. 4:1-
11). Jesus “knew no sin” (2 Cor. 5:21). “In
Him there is no sin” (1 John 3:5). He was
“in every respect . . . tempted as we are,
yet without sin” (Heb. 4:15). Despite His
innocence, “They made His grave with
the wicked and with a rich man in His
death, although He had done no violence,
and there was no deceit in His mouth”
(Tsa. 53:9).

The Greatest Act

Looking back nearly 2,000 years
towards the cross, it is easy for us to agree
upon the greatness of Jesus. Based on first
century standards, however, He appeared
to be far from great. “He had no form or
majesty that we should look at Him, no
beauty that we should desire Him. He
was despised and rejected by men; a man
of sorrow, and acquainted with grief; and
as one from whom men hid their faces,
He was despised, and we esteemed Him
not” (Isa. 53: 2-3). Jesus’s path to the
cross redefined greatness. Secular views
of greatness involve physical strength,
renowned beauty, dominant might,
arrogant pride, exorbitant wealth, and
monumental popularity. Of these worldly
standards, Jesus had none.

Returning to John 3, we learn that
Jesus came into a world filled with
darkness, evil, hatred, and wickedness.
“Light has come into the world, and

people loved the darkness rather than the
light because their deeds were evil. For
everyone who does wicked things hates
the light” (John 3:19-21). Jesus’s path to
greatness is diametrically opposed to
worldly standards of greatness.

Renouncing pride, Jesus achieved
greatness through humility. “Being found
in human form, He humbled himself by
becoming obedient to the point of death,
even death on a cross” (Phil. 2:8).

Renouncing self-exaltation, Jesus
modeled greatness through service.
“Whoever would be great among you
must be your servant, and whoever
would be first among you must be your
slave, even as the Son of Man came not to
be served but to serve, and to give His life
as a ransom for many” (Matt. 20:28).

Renouncing bitterness, Jesus
illustrated greatness through forgiveness.
Even while on the cross, He prayed,
“Father, forgive them, for they know not
what they do” (Luke 23:34).

Renouncing self-will, Jesus
demonstrated greatness through self-
denial. In the garden, He prayed, “O My
Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass
from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but
as You will” (Matt. 26:39).

Renouncing ease, Jesus modeled
greatness through suffering. “Christ also
suffered for you, leaving you an example,
so that you might follow in His steps” (1
Pet. 2:21).

Renouncing hatred, Jesus showed
greatness through loving us, even in
our sin. “For one will scarcely die for a
righteous person—though perhaps for
a good person one would dare even to
die—but God shows His love for us in
that while we were still sinners, Christ
died for us” (Rom. 5:7-8). “Greater love
has no one than this, that someone lay
down his life for his friends” (John 15:13).

Conclusion

As we reflect on the greatest act by
the greatest man, we must rethink our
understanding of greatness. Do you
desire greatness? If so, by what standard?

Are you allowing worldly standards of
greatness to choke your relationships
with pride, self-exaltation, bitterness,
hatred, and self-will? Instead, follow
your Savior’s path to greatness through
humility, love, forgiveness, self-denial,
suffering, and service. Indeed, this is our
greatest challenge!

But whoever would be great among
you must be your servant, and whoever
would be first among you must be your
slave, even as the Son of Man came not
to be served but to serve, and to give
His life as a ransom for many (Matt.

20:28).
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“The Greatest Verse in the Bible” (John 3:16)

The Greatest Invitation

by Jesse Flowers

God’s invitation for salvation is universal in scope; that specific gospel fact has always been a key component of the scheme

of redemption.

Introduction

For God so loved the world, that He
gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not
perish, but have eternal life (John 3:16,
NASB).

The disciple whom Jesus loved
recorded in his inspired gospel account:
“For God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but
have everlasting life” (John 3:16).

Out of the 31,102 verses in the Bible,
this is one of the most cited, quoted,
and cherished verses of all. Yet, it is also
one of the most misunderstood and
misapplied. Let’s focus our attention on
the following five words: “that whoever
believes in Him.” That short phrase
contains the greatest invitation ever
extended.

“Whoever”

Godss invitation for salvation is
universal in scope; that specific gospel
fact has always been a key component
of the scheme of redemption. Jesus is
the “Lamb slain from the foundation
of the world” (Rev. 13:8) for the whole
world. This same apostle wrote in his first
epistle, “And we have seen and testify that
the Father has sent the Son as Savior of
the world” (1 John 4:14). The Father did
not send His Son to be the Savior of just
one nation or a class of people. Rather,
He sent His only begotten Son to be the
Savior of everyone!

Sadly, many belonging to the Jewish
nation were blinded by their nationalistic

pride and were convinced that they alone
held exclusive rights to the Messiah

(the Christ); that they alone were the
children of God; and that there was

little hope for the non-Jew unless they
converted to Judaism. The Jews possessed
an overconfidence, a false security, and
even an arrogance because Abraham was
their father (Matt. 3:9; John 8:39). The
meaning and fulfilment of God’s promise
to Abraham that “in you all the families
of the earth shall be blessed” (Gen. 12:3)
seemed completely lost on them. In fact,
the apostle Paul describes God’s promise
to Abraham as the gospel being preached
to him. “The Scripture, foreseeing

that God would justify the Gentiles by
faith, preached the gospel to Abraham
beforehand, saying, ‘In you all the nations
shall be blessed” (Gal. 3:8; cf. 3:16). All
the nations would be blessed through

the coming of Jesus Christ who is “the
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours
only but also for the whole world” (1
John 2:2).

The greatest invitation unto salvation
was extended through the preaching
of the gospel. As we read in the great
commission texts of Matthew, Mark, and
Luke. “He said to them, ‘Go into all the
world and preach the gospel to every
creature” (Mark 16:15). The English
Standard Version renders it as “Go into
all the world and proclaim the gospel
to the whole creation.” In Matthew’s
account, Jesus gave the apostles the
command to “Go therefore and make
disciples of all the nations.” Luke records
Jesus telling them. . . “that repentance
and remission of sins should be preached
in His name to all nations, beginning

at Jerusalem” (Luke 24:47). Clearly, the
gospel (good news) message of salvation
was to be proclaimed to one and all.

Let it also be understood that the
greatest invitation ever given can be
refused. Discipleship is not forced upon
anyone. Jesus Himself said: “If anyone
desires to come after Me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross daily, and
follow Me” (Luke 9:23). Becoming a
follower of Christ is a free-will choice—
not something forced upon us against our
will. In the parable of the great supper,
many were invited but they rejected the
invitation by making excuses as to why
they could not attend (Luke 14:16-24).
When Paul sought to preach the word of
God in Antioch of Pisidia, the Jews began
to contradict, blaspheme, and oppose the
things Paul spoke. After which, Paul and
Barnabas grew bold and declared: “It was
necessary that the word of God should
be spoken to you first; but since you
reject it, and judge yourselves unworthy
of everlasting life, behold, we turn to the
Gentiles” (Acts 13:46). Notice carefully
that these Jews were charged with
rejecting the word of God. They refused
the greatest invitation to be saved from
their sins through Jesus Christ (cf. Acts
13:23-39). Yes, God “desires all men to
be saved and to come to the knowledge
of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4), but individuals
must have the desire to be saved as well.
As John records in the last book of the
New Testament, “The Spirit and the bride
say, ‘Come!” And let him who hears say,
‘Come!” And let him who thirsts come.
Whoever desires, let him take the water
of life freely” (Rev. 22:17). The NASB
renders the last phrase as “let the one
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who wishes take the water of life without

cost” The ESV translates it as “let the one
who desires take the water of life without
price” Therefore, “if we neglect so great a
salvation” (Heb. 2:3), it will be because of
our own foolish choice.

“Believes in Him”

It is of the utmost importance than
each one observes that the greatest
invitation for salvation is conditional in

A
- "“ P ey

=. -

3

nature. John 3:16 reads: “ . .that whoever
believes in Him. . ” Some subscribe to the
doctrine of “universalism,” meaning God
saves everyone no matter what they do

or do not do. Ultimately, this concept is
widely promoted amongst denominations
in the general acceptance of all roads lead
to heaven (i.e., all “Christian” faiths will
be in heaven).

Yes, the invitation for salvation is
universal in scope. “For the grace of God
that brings salvation has appeared to all
men” (Titus 2:11). Anyone can be saved
from their sins because God is “rich
in mercy,” “because of His great love
with which He loved us,” and because
of “the exceeding riches of His grace in
His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus”
(Eph. 2:4, 7). However, God’s invitation
for salvation is conditional. One must
believe in God’s only begotten Son to be
saved. If we do not believe in Him, we

will die in our sins (John 8:24). Even in
the great grace text of Ephesians 2, Paul
wrote: “For by grace you have been saved
through faith. . ” (v. 8).

What does it mean to “believe in
Him”? One must be fully convinced by
all the evidence provided in the inspired
word of God that “Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God” (John 20:31; cf. Matt.
16:16). Saving faith is not merely a mental
agreement that is expressed in words

A I

alone, but it is a firm belief in Him that

is expressed in one’s obedience to Him in
all things (John 14:15, 21, 23-24; 15:14).
John 3:16 is a favorite verse cited by
many of our sincere religious neighbors
as proof that salvation in Christ is based
on “faith only” The Bible does indeed
mention “faith only; but it says that one
is justified by works (obedience to God
instructions), “and not by faith only” (Jas.
2:24). Also, let us be reminded that earlier
in John 3, Jesus had informed Nicodemus
that one could not enter the kingdom of
God “unless one is born of water and the
Spirit” (v. 5). So, even in the very text and
context of John 3, “faith only” salvation

is disproven. Returning to the great
commission text of Mark 16, Jesus stated:
“He who believes and is baptized will be
saved; but he who does not believe will be
condemned” (v. 16).

In Matthew 7:21, Jesus taught: “Not
everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,
shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but
he who does the will of My Father in
heaven.” A few verses later, Jesus said:
“Therefore whoever hears these sayings
of Mine, and does them, I will liken him
to a wise man who built his house on the
rock” (v. 24). In Luke 6:46, Jesus asked,
“Why do you call Me Lord, Lord, and do
not do the things which I say?” Please
notice the reoccurring emphasis in these
verses. In order to be saved and granted
entrance into the kingdom of heaven,
we must do (obey) what Jesus says. Jesus
Christ is “the author of eternal salvation
to all who obey Him” (Heb. 5:9).

On a brief side note, these five words
from John 3:16 (% . .that whoever believes
in Him. . ”) effectively answer the error
of Calvinism. No, God does not elect
certain individuals to be saved apart from
their choice. No, Christ did not die for
just a select few who were pre-chosen by
God. Jesus shed His precious blood for
one and all. No, God does not operate
upon the sinner’s heart with irresistible
grace separate and apart from His word.
Rather, it is through the preaching of the
gospel that men are called (2 Thess. 2:14)
to obey to be saved (Rom. 1:16; 10:16-18;
2 Thess. 1:8).

Conclusion

In conclusion, every Christian today
has the urgent responsibility to continue
to extend the greatest invitation to one
and all. As we sometimes sing, “the
blessed gospel is for all”!

Jesse has worked with the Jere Whitson
Rel. church of Christ in Cookeville, TN,
fior the past two years. He and his wife,
_-'|[l|!'||, ]‘luw.' fonir children Ilhl' E|]u|’|_'h's
website Is jerewhitsonrdcocorg. He can
be reached at afopie@hotmail com
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“The Greatest Verse in the Bible” (John 3:16)

The Greatest Danger

by Ryan Goodwin

The promise of “shall not perish” in John 3:16 cuts straight through one of our greatest problems: the fear of death.

Introduction

For God so loved the world, that

He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not
perish, but have eternal life (John 3:16,
NASB).

All of us have two significant
problems, neither of which has a man-
made solution—we have a sin problem
and a death problem. While we are
clever enough to use our intellectual
and material tools to overcome many of
our other challenges (building amazing
things, treating or curing an array of
maladies, achieving feats previously
unimaginable such as flight or space
travel), these two great problems prove
stubbornly resilient. No amount of
money, intellect, skin cream, or vitamins
can ultimately prevent death. In the final
judgment, no amount of excuse-making
or good-deed-doing can save us from the
eternal consequences of our sins.

So when Jesus promises salvation
from sin and eternal life in the gospel,
He is not offering something trite. It’s
not something we can shop around for
to get a better deal. He is not selling what
we don’t need. In fact, the message of
John 3:16 solves the two aforementioned
unsolvable problems! In this article, I
want to focus on this part of the gospel,
highlighting why death—though a great
peril to the lost—has no power over those
of us who are in Christ, for we “shall not
perish”

Why Are We Afraid of Death?

It surprises me how many Christians
struggle with the concept of death.
We would expect nothing else from
an unbeliever, but it seems like those
who should be most confident about
their physical demise often have quite a
shaky grasp of it. For many, maybe their
faith lacks development or maturity.
This is normal, since we all begin with
a “mustard seed” in exploring our
belief in God. For others, perhaps, it is
dying, rather than death itself, that is
frightening. Certainly, nobody looks
forward to their last hours spent in a
hospital, or dying in a car accident! Most
of us have had to face tragedy many times
in our lives. We have seen how ugly death
is in the cold, expressionless faces of our
loved ones in a funeral home. Or worse,
some have had traumatic experiences
in combat or law enforcement. So our
trepidation and revulsion surrounding
death is not uncommon. Solomon,
the great king and philosopher who
presumably wrote Ecclesiastes, noted
in the final chapter of that book how
difficult it is to grow old and face the
bitter end.

Why Do We Perish?

The Bible illustrates that death comes
for a variety of apparent reasons: justice,
revenge, accidents, coincidence, old age.
More fundamental than any of these,
however, is the first cause of death. We
die because of sin—Adam’s sin introduced
death to the world, and we all experience
it because of our participation in an
environment that has been corrupted by

sin. Consider Romans 5:12-21, which
begins, “Therefore, just as through one
man sin entered the world, and death
through sin, and so death spreads to all
men, because all sinned. . ” Be careful not
to place blame on Adam alone (which is
tempting), but ask yourself if you would
have been strong enough to walk away
from the temptation he faced. Adam
might have been the first to sin, but none
of us would have fared much better! Paul
surely clarified the issue by stating, ‘death
spread to all men, because all sinned”,
which follows his earlier affirmation, “For
all have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God” (Rom. 3:23). He also adds in
another chapter, “For the wages of sin is
death” (Rom. 6:23).

One might ask, though, “But what
about children? Many kids die without
ever sinning!” While this is true, let us
remember that the relationship between
sin and death is a general one, not
specific to individuals. Good people
do not always live long lives, just as
some evil people do not always receive
“comeuppance” in this life. “T have seen
everything during my lifetime of futility;
there is a righteous man who perishes
in his righteousness, and there is a
wicked man who prolongs his life in his
wickedness” (Eccl. 7:15). Death exists
because sin exists in the world. They
are linked, but only in a general sense.
Adam’s sin caused a separation between
him and God, so without God’s presence,
the world itself began to undergo decay.
It went from paradise to imperfection
(Gen. 3:16-19). So while a child is not
personally responsible for physical
calamities that might come upon him, he
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is a living being in an imperfect world—
subject to corruption and injury, just
like every other creature. Jesus Himself
explains that bodily harm or natural
disaster are not linked to personal
culpability (Luke 13:2-5, John 9:1-3,
Matthew 24:6-9). Paul notes this world’s
pained existence in Romans 8:20-22,
leading right into our next point.

Christ Leads the Way

Consider 1 Corinthians 15:20-
26, which can be summarized in the
following way: Death is not God desire
for us; it is our enemy. “For He must
reign until He has put all His enemies
under His feet. The last enemy that will
be abolished is death” (15:25-26). Adam’s
sin opened the door for imperfection,
decay, and physical death, as well as
spiritual condemnation. “For since
by a man came death, by a man also
came the resurrection of the dead. For
as in Adam, all die. . ” (vv. 21-22). In
the same way that one man’s sin paved
the way for our physical destruction,
another Man’s sacrifice makes our
spiritual salvation possible. “So then as
through one transgression there resulted
condemnation to all men, even so
through one act of righteousness there
resulted justification of life to all men. . ”
(Rom. 5:18).

The only way that Jesus could have
become a suitable mediator between

fallen man and perfect God was to
come to this world and experience our
suffering. “Since then the children share
in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise
also partook of the same, that through
death He might render powerless him
who had the power of death, that is,

the devil; and might deliver those who
through fear of death were subject to
slavery all their lives” (Heb. 2:14-15).
While He always maintained the divine
spirit, Jesus was a flesh and blood human
being (Col. 2:9). Our great enemy is
death because of sin, and Jesus is master
of both. He conquered sin by living a
spotless life and defeating Satan (Heb.
4:15), and He conquered death by His
transcendent power over the creation—
His creation.

He is the image of the invisible God,
the first-born of all creation. For by
Him all things were created both in

the heavens and on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions
or rulers or authorities—all things have
been created by Him and for Him. And
He is before all things, and in Him all
things hold together. He is also the head
of the body, the church; and He is the
beginning, the first-born from the dead;
so that He Himself might come to have
first place in everything” (Col. 1:15-18).

Paul adds that it is because of His
death that we are able to come before
God spotless and saved (Col. 1:22).

So What Is John 3:16 Really
Promising?

Does “shall not perish” mean that
Christians never experience physical
death? Surely not, or else Jesus
contradicted Himself when He essentially
promised that the apostle Peter was going
to die someday (John 21:18-19). Also, the
promises surrounding the judgment day
(such as Jesus’s own words in John 5:28-
29) presume Christians will experience
physical death.

So what does it mean that we “shall
not perish”? We can find clarity in John
11:25-26, where Jesus reassures His dear
friend, Martha, that the resurrection
is where our hope is found. He says, “I
am the resurrection and the life; he who
believes in Me shall live even if he dies,
and everyone who lives and believes in
Me shall never die. Do you believe this?”
This has been God’s mission ever since
the garden of Eden—helping us find
eternal life in Him.

Conclusion

One day, we will all face the end of our
earthly existence; that is the unavoidable
reality. As unpleasant as the process
might be, never be afraid of the result.
Jesus came and became a man, humbling
Himself to the point of a humiliating
death. Yet, He overcame the grave and
paved the way for our salvation. We never
have to fear death now, because our Lord
showed us the way and has freely given
us access to a spiritual transformation (1
Cor. 15:45-49).

Ryan has been serving the East Shelby
church of Christ in Collierville, TH, for
e vears, He and his wife, Rebecca,
have four children. The church websites
are eastshelbyoom and wutube,
com/castshelby. He can be reached at
ryanladdv@hotmail com.
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“The Greatest Verse in the Bible” (John 3:16)

The Greatest Reward

by Chris Reeves

While we receive many suitable rewards in this life, none compares to the glorious reward of heaven that will be given to all

who believe and obey Jesus Christ.

Introduction

For God so loved the world, that

He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not
perish, but have eternal life (John 3:16,
NASB).

God said: “Fear not, Abram: I am thy
shield, and thy exceeding great reward”
(Gen. 15:1).

The psalmist wrote: “Moreover by
them is thy servant warned, in keeping
them there is great reward” (Ps. 19:11).

Jesus said: “Rejoice, and be exceeding
glad: for great is your reward in
heaven. .” (Matt. 5:12). He added, “Love
your enemies, and do them good, and
lend, never despairing; and your reward
shall be great. . ” (Luke 6:35).

The author of Hebrews wrote: “Cast
not away therefore your boldness, which
hath great recompense of reward” (Heb.
10:35).

Do you get the idea from reading
these Scriptures that a glorious reward
is reserved for the one who believes and
obeys the Lord? Absolutely! What a
motivation and incentive this is for being
a faithful Christian today.

In this life, we receive rewards for
good behavior. Our parents give us
rewards for obeying and eating our
vegetables. Our teachers give us rewards
for making good grades and behaving
in class. Our coaches give us rewards for
practicing hard and winning games. Our
employers give us rewards for quality
work and productivity. The Lord does the

same. He has the greatest reward planned
for all who believe and obey Him.

When Jesus expressed the words
recorded in John 3:16, He spoke about
the greatest things. In this article, I want
to examine the final greatest thing of
which He spoke. When Jesus said, “but
have eternal life;” He was speaking of the
greatest reward that can ever be given
or received. When a person becomes a
Christian and lives faithfully each day, he
has the promise of eternal life. There is
no greater reward, now or later, than the
reward of eternal life.

What is eternal life? Eternal life is not
just living forever. It is more than that.
Jesus said in John 3:15 and 3:16 that
eternal life begins now when one believes
(and continues believing) in Jesus.

(Note that Jesus used the present active
subjunctive in both John 3:15 and 3:16,

translated “should have” or “may have”
eternal life.) [Eternal life is experienced
now when one is forgiven of sin and has
fellowship with Jesus. When one hears,
believes, and obeys (John 3:36) the words
of Jesus, he has (now) eternal life. “Life
eternal” can be experienced now (i.e., in
this present life) when we work together
with Jesus (John 4:36), when we deny
ourselves and obey His commandments
(John 12:25, 50), and when we know the
only true God (John 17:3). “Life eternal”
is something a Christian can lay hold on
now (1 Tim. 6:12). It is a promise we can
experience now (1 John 2:25). Eternal life
is a spiritual quality of life in which we
share fellowship with God and experience
the blessings of God (John 4:14; 10:28;
17:3).

According to the Scripture, eternal
life will also be experienced in the future.
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Eternal life will one day be experienced
after the judgment day (Matt. 25:46)

and in the world to come (Mark 10:30).
Faithful Christians are patient in well-
doing for eternal life (Rom. 2:7), they
have a hope of eternal life (Titus 1:2; 3:7),
and they look for eternal life (Jude 21).

So, what is the greatest reward? It is
eternal life. Where will this eternal life be
experienced in its fullest? In heaven. Jesus
said, “great is your reward in heaven”
Let’s consider how heaven is the greatest
reward.

Eternal Life in Heaven Is the
Greatest Reward

Because of Where It Is

No doubt, there are substantial
rewards on earth, but nothing like what
will be experienced in heaven. Heaven
will be the greatest reward of all time
because it will not be on this earth (2 Pet.
3:10). Heaven will be a completely new
place—a new heaven and earth (2 Pet.
3:13; Rev. 20:11; 21:1). Heaven, not earth,
is the place to which Jesus has gone to
prepare (John 14:2-3).

Because of What Is There

There are some beautiful places and
things in this world, but they are nothing
like what one will experience in heaven.
Heaven will be the greatest reward of all
time because of what one will receive
there. Heaven is a reward and prize to be
claimed (Matt. 5:12; Luke 6:23; Phil. 3:14;
Col. 2:18), a home to be shared (2 Cor.
5:8), a life to be experienced (Mark 10:30;
Rom. 2:7; Gal. 6:8; Titus 1:2; 3:7), a rest
to be taken (Heb. 4:11;; Rev. 2:7, 11, 17,
26; 3:5,12,21; 7:13-17; 14:13; 22:3), an
inheritance to be received (Matt. 19:27-
30; 2 Cor. 5:1; Heb. 10:34; 1 Pet. 1:3-5),

a kingdom citizenship to be exercised
(Phil. 3:20; 2 Tim. 4:18; 2 Pet. 1:11), and
a heavenly, spiritual body to be inhabited
(Rom. 8:11, 23; 1 Cor. 15:48-49; 2 Cor.
5:1-4).

That’s not all, there’s more! Heaven
will also be a city and country to be lived
in (Heb. 11:8-16; 12:22; 13:14; Rev. 3:12;
21:2), a beautiful paradise garden to be
enjoyed (Luke 23:43; 2 Cor. 12:4; Rev. 2:7;
21:10; 22:1-5, 14), a place of joy and
comfort with no sickness, sorrow, pain, or
death (Rev. 21:4), a place of righteousness
with no uncleanness at all (2 Pet. 3:13;
Rev. 20:11-15; 21:7-8, 27; 22:14-15), a
place of eternity with no time limitations
(Matt. 25:46; Rev. 22:5, 14), a grand
reunion to attend (Gen. 25:8; 1 Thess.
4:13-18), and a crown to be worn (1 Cor.
9:24-25; Phil. 4:1; 1 Thess. 2:19; 2 Tim.
2:5; 4:8; Jas. 1:12; 1 Pet. 5:4; Rev. 2:10;
3:11).

Because of Who Is There

There are some nice people to be
around now in this life, but the audience
in heaven will be far more amazing.
Heaven will be the greatest reward of all
time because of who will be there. The
following persons will be there: God
(Matt. 5:16; Rev. 4:2), Jesus Christ (Acts
7:56; 2 Cor. 5:7; Phil. 1:23; Col. 3:1-3;
Heb. 8:1; 9:24; 1 Pet. 3:22; Rev. 5:6; 22:1),
the Holy Spirit (1 Pet. 1:12; Rev. 1:4-5),
all the holy angels (Matt. 18:10; 22:43;
Luke 15:7, 10), all the Old Testament
righteous (Matt. 8:11; Heb. 11:40; 12:23),
all the New Testament righteous (Matt.
5:3; 11:28; 25:46; Luke 10:20; Phil. 4:3;
Rev. 22:17), all who truly love the Lord
(2 Tim. 4:6-8), all the little innocent
and sinless children (Matt. 19:13-14),
all who are committed to the Lord and
who are willing even to die for Him
(Rev. 2:7,10-11, 17, 26-28; 3:5, 12, 21;
6:9; 7:14; 14:12-13), and all the righteous
Christians (1 Thess. 4:17).

Because of Why the Saved Will Be
There

There are some rewards in this life
that are fun to do, but none compare to
what the saved will be doing in heaven.
The saved of all time will spend their
time praising God and serving Him for
ever and ever (Rev. 7:11-17; 14:1-5; 15:2-
3; 19:1; 22:3-5). Praising and serving

God, how amazing that will be! To be in
God’s immediate presence, to have direct
access to Him, and to worship around
His throne, how can you ask for anything
better than that?

Conclusion

Yes, the greatest reward given by
God and received by mankind is eternal
life! Do you have it now? Will you
experience it in heaven? The promise
of a great reward should give all of us
the motivation and incentive to live
righteously now, so that we can all go to
heaven. Friend, believe and obey Jesus
Christ each and every day to have eternal
life now and in heaven. While it may
sound trite to some, it is still true: heaven
is a prepared place for a prepared people
and if you miss it, you've missed all there

is.

Chris has preached for the Warfield
Bhvd. chirch of Chrst in Clarksvlle,
TH, since 2016, He and his wife,

(heri, have four children and two
grandchildren. His Bible study website
is thegoadteacher.com. The church
website s wheocorg. He can be reachad
at chrisreevesmail@gmail com.
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ChurchDirectory

ATHENS

Jones Road Church of Christ
17312 Jones Rd, Athens, AL 35613
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Sun. Worship: 10:20 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible
Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: John Gibson | jonesroadchurch.org
Market Street Church of Christ
514 W Market St, Athens, AL 35611
Sun. Bible Class 9:45 am | Sunday Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible
Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: David A. Cox | 256-232-1525 | marketstreet-church.com
Mt Zion Church of Christ
24190 Wooley Springs Rd, Athens, AL 35613
Sun. Worship 9:30 am & 5:15 pm | Wed. Bible Class 7:00 pm
Evangelists: Bob Watson & Matt Taylor | mtzionchurchofchrist.org

BIRMINGHAM

Vestavia Hills Church of Christ
2325 0Id Columbiana Rd. (near I-65 & Hwy. 31)
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelists: Zack Lee | 205-822-0018

Elkmont

Sandlin Rd Church of Christ
19965 Sandlin Rd. Elkmont, AL 35620
Sun. Bible Class 10:00 am Worship: 11:00 pm & 5:00 pm (Worship & Study) |
Wed. Bible Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Lance R. Taylor | 256-777-0990 | sandlinroadhchurch.com

FLORENCE
College View Church of Christ
851 N. Pine St. (Located next to University campus)
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:15 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Kenny Moorer | 256-766-0403

GARDENDALE

Gardendale Church of Christ
601 Pineywood Road, Gardendale, AL, 35071 (Located 10 miles N of Birming-
ham)
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship: 10:25 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study:
7:00 pm
Evangelists: Andrew Smith & Jason Shackleford | 205-631-2131 | garden-
dalechurchofchrist.com

MOBILE

West Mobile Church of Christ
129 Hillcrest Rd, Mobile, AL 36608
Sun. Worship 9-9:30 am | Bible Study 9:30-10:30 am | Worship 10:30-11:30 am
| Wed. Bible Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Ken Sils | 765-307-8048 | 251-342-4144 or 342-2041 | westmobi-
lechurch.com

CONWAY

Hwy 65 Church of Christ
271 Highway 65 N, Conway, AR 72032
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Bruce Reeves | Bldg: 501-336-0052 | hwy65churchofchrist.org
Prince St. Church of Christ
2655 Prince St., Conway, AR 72034
Sun. Worship 9:00 pm | Bible class 9:50 am | Worship & Lord’s Supper: 10:40
am | Wed. Bible Class 7:00 pm
501-450-8640

FORT SMITH

South 46th St. Church of Christ
2323 South 46th St.
Sun. Bible Study 9:45 am | Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: John Hagenbuch | Bldg: 479-782-0588 | churchofchristfortsmith.
com

HARRISON

Capps Rd. Church of Christ
407 Bella Vista Dr.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:15 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Norman E. Sewell | 870-741-9104 or 870-741-5151 | cappsroad.org

JONESBORO

StoneRidge Church of Christ
514 Airport Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Dick Blackford | 870-933-9134

PINE BLUFF

Hwy 79 S Church of Christ
4341S Camden Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 9:45 am | Worship 10:45 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Clarence W. Sell | 870-879-2097

TUCSON

Church of Christ
145 N. Country Club Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Brenden Ashby | 520-326-3634 | churchofchristtucson.org



CALIFORNIA
BELLFLOWER

Rose Ave. Church of Christ
17903 Ibbetson Ave.
Sun. Bible Study 9:45 am | Worship 10:50 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:30 pm
562-866-5615 | roseavenue.org
LONG BEACH

Church of Christ
3433 Studebaker Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 9:50 am | Worship 10:45 am & 5:30 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
JP Flores | 562-420-2363 or Mark Reeves | 562-377-1674 | justchristians.org
SAN DIMAS

San Dimas Church of Christ
449 W. Allen Ave., Suite 120, San Dimas, CA 91773
Sun. Bible study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm & 4:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:30 pm
909-788-9978 | sandimaschurchofchrist.com

COLORADO

FORT COLLINS

Poudre Valley Church of Christ
126 West Harvard St. | Suite 6
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am
Evangelist: Richie Thetford | poudrevalleychurchofchrist.org

MONTROSE

San Juan Church of Christ
1414 Hawk Parkway, Unit C
Sun. Worship 11:00 pm | Bible Study 2 pm &1:30 pm
970-249-8116 | sanjuanchurchofchrist.org

FLORIDA

DESTIN

South Walton Church of Christ
64 Casting Lake Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
850-622-3817 | southwaltonchurchofchrist.com | Location change coming in
2022: 497 Church St Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459

GENEVA
Church of Christ

Ave. (& 2nd St.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:45 am | 407-349-9998

MARY ESTHER

Church of Christ
6Ln.Dr.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Joey Rankin 850-244-9222

ChurchDirectory

ORLANDO

Church of Christ at S. Bumby
3940S. Bumby Ave.
Sun. Communion: 9:30 am | Bible Study 10:00 am | Praise & Preaching: 10:55
am (No pm Service) | Wed 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Ken Chapman
Office: 407-851-8031 | bumby.org | Note: Please call for current worship and
Bible study times.

PANAMA CITY BEACH

Beach Church of Christ
8910 Front Beach Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
850-234-2521
SEFFNER

Church of Christ
621 E. Wheeler Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 10:50 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:30 pm
Evangelist: Bobby Witherington | 813-684-1297 | seffnercoc.org

PINE MTN. VALLEY
Church of Christ

Route 116 (near Callaway Gardens)

Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:30 pm

Evangelist: Tommy W. Thomas | 706-628-5117 or 628-5229 | pmvchurch.com

BLACKFOOT

Church of Christ
370 N. Shilling | P0. Box 158-83221
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 7:30 pm
208-785-6168 or 681-1552

DES MOINES

Church of Christ
1310 N.E. 54th Ave.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:40 am | Wed. Bible Study 7:00 pm
515-262-6799

DOWNERS GROVE

Church of Christ
1236 63rd St. (Dir: 1.5 miles E of 1355)
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 9:55 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 7:30
pm
Evangelist: Steve Wolfgang | 630-968-0760 | dgcoc.org
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GLEN ELLYN

Glen Ellyn Church of Christ
796 Prairie Ave.
Glen Ellyn, IL 60137
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Sun. Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm
Evangelist: Keith E. Brown | 630-858-2290 & 630-377-3990

MATTOON

Southside Church of Christ
1100S. 17th St.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
217-234-3702

SOUTH HOLLAND

Southeast Church of Christ
16224 S Vincennes Ave.
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am &4 pm | Wed. Bible Study 7:00
pm
Evangelist: Donald Hawkins | 708-339-1008 | southeastchurchofchrist.com

WASHINGTON

Tazewell County Church of Christ
Meeting @ Sleep Inn Suites and Motel | 1101 North Cummings Lane, Washing-
ton, IL 61571
Sun. Worship: 11:30 am | Bible Study: 12:30 pm | Wed. Bible Study 6:30 pm @
home of Tim Sundlie, call for address
Evangelist: Tim Sundlie | 608-796-9028 | sunbeads1@gmail.com | tazewellco-
coc.org

CLARKSVILLE

Clarksville Church of Christ
407 W. Lewis & Clark Parkway, 47129
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:30 pm
Evangelist: Brian Anderson | 812-944-2305 or 812-948-9917 | clarksvillechur-
chofchrist.org

JAMESTOWN
Church of Christ

Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am | Wed. 7:00 pm
765-676-6404 | jamestowncoc.com

NOBLESVILLE

Stony Creek Church of Christ
15530 Herriman Blvd, 46060
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 am | Wed. Bible Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: John Smith | preacherjohn54@att.net | 317-501-8035 or 317-501-
0249 or 317-701-1204

OOLITIC

Church of Christ
400 Lafayette Ave. | PO. Box 34
Sun. Bible Study 9:45 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. 7:00 pm
812-279-4332

PEKIN

Church of Christ
(First St. & Karnes (t.)
Sun. Bible Study 9:45 am | Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Jeremy Goen | 812-967-3437 or 967-3520 | pekinchurchofchrist.
com

TOPEKA

17th Street Church of Christ
5600 SW 17th St, Topeka, KS 66604
Sun. Bible Study 9:15 am | Sun. Worship 10:30 am | Wed. Bible Study 7:00 pm
785-235-8687 or 785-273-7977 | 17thstreetchurchofchrist.org

BEAVER DAM

Church of Christ
1235 Williams St.
Sun. Worship 10:00 am | Bible Study After am Worship & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible
Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Jerid Gunter | 270-274-4451

BENTON

Fairdealing Church of Christ
8081 US Hwy 68-East, Benton, KY 42025
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am | Wed. Bible Study 6:00 pm
270-354-9451 | fairdealingmarc@gmail.com | churchofchristatfairdealing.com
| Conveniently located near Kenlake State Resort Park on the western shore of
Kentucky Lake.

BRANDENBURG

Brandenburg Church of Christ
612 Broadway
Sun. Bible Study 9:45 am | Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
6:30 pm
Evangelist: Charles J. White | 270-422-3878

CAMPBELLSVILLE

Sunny Hill Dr. Church of Christ
107 Sunny Hill Dr.
Worship 9:30 am & 11:30 am | Bible Study 10:30 am | Wed. Bible Study 7:00
pm
Evangelist: Steve Lee | 270-789-1651 | sunnyhillcoc.com

CANEYVILLE

Caneyville Church of Christ
103 N. Main St. | P.O. Box 233
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 10:45 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Jarrod Jacobs | 270-589-4167 or 270-274-3065



DANVILLE

Church of Christ
385 E. Lexington Ave.
Sun. Worship 10:00 am | Bible Study 11:15 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: B.J. Sipe | 859-236-4204

FLORENCE

Northern Kentucky Church of Christ
18 Scott Drive, Florence, KY 41042
Sun. Worship 9:30 am & 5:30 pm | Sun. Bible Study 10:30 am | Wed. Bible
Study 7:00 pm
859-371-2095 | nkcofc.com

FRANKLIN

31-W North Church of Christ
1733 Bowling Green Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Steve Monts | 270-776-9393 | 3Twchurchofchrist.com

LEITCHFIELD

Mill St. Church of Christ
733 Mill St. Hwy 62 .
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 10:55 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Dan McMahan | 270-971-1492 | millstreetchurchofchrist.org

LOUISVILLE

Valley Station Church of Christ
1803 Dixie Garden Dr.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Michael Hardin | michaelhardin1123@att.net | 502-937 2822

SHEPHERDSVILLE

Hebron Lane Church of Christ
3221 East Hebron Lane
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am &5 pm | Wed. Bible Study 7:30
pm
Evangelist: Ron Halbrook & Connie W. Adams | 502-957-5115 or 502-955-1748
| hebronlanechurchofchrist.com

LOUISIANA

GONZALES

Southside Church of Christ
405 Orice Roth Rd. | 70737 (Baton Rouge area)
Sun. Bible Class 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 7:00
pm
Evangelist: R.J. Evans | rjevans@eatel.net | 225-622-4587

MANY

Lakeside Church of Christ
12095 Texas Hwy. (Hwy. 6 W.)
12 miles west of Many
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
318-256-9396
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PORTLAND

Church of Christ
856 Brighton Ave. (Breakwater School) | Leave Maine Turnpike at Exit 48
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm w/ second service immediately
following am worship | Mid-week Bible Study (please call for times & places)
207-839-3075 or 839-8409

KENTWOOD

W. Michigan Church of Christ
3084 Creek Drive SE, #1-C, Kentwood, MI 49512 | P.0. Box 8446, Kentwood,
Mich. 49508 (Grand Rapids area)
Sun. Worship 11:00 am | Sun. Bible Study 12:30 pm | Wed. Bible Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Joseph Gladwell | cedarsprings98@gmail.com

ROSCOMMON

N. Michigan Church of Christ
414 South Main Street
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 am | Wed. Bible Study 6:00 pm
Evangelist: Ryan Thomas | 810-837-1302 or 989-389-3226 | northernmichi-
ganchurchofchrist.com

CLINTON

McRaven Rd. Church of Christ
301 McRaven Rd. (120, exit 36)
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Leonard White | 601-925-9757 or 924-2645

MERIDIAN

7th St. Church of Christ
2914 7th St.
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am

Grandview Church of Christ
2820 Grandview Ave.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Sun. Worship 11:00 pm | Wed. 6:30 pm
Ron Cooper: 601-934-3675 | roncooper@bellsouth.net
Ricky Ethridge: 601-737-5778 | rickymarsha@bellsouth.net

SOUTH HAVEN

Church of Christ
2110 E State Line Rd. (Exit I-55) (Memphis area)
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am | Wed. Bible Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: James A. Brown | Bldg: 662-342-1132

MARYLAND

SEVERN

Southwest Church of Christ
805 Meadow Rd, Severn, MD 21144
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Sun. Worship 11:00 pm & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible
Study 7:30 pm
Evangelist: Brandon Trout | 410-969-1420 or 410-551-6549 | sweofchrist.com
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BLODGETT

Blodgett Church of Christ
422 N Linton St., Blodgett, M0 63824
Sun. Worship 10:00 am | Wed. Bible Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Russell Rice | 573-475-0417

BLUE SPRINGS

Southside Church of Christ
4000 SW Christiansen
Sun. Worship 9:00 pm | Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm | Wed. Bible
Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Brett Hogland | 816-228-9262

BRANSON

Eagle Rock Rd. Church of Christ
432 Eagle Rock Rd.
Sun. Worship 9:30 am | Bible Study 10:30 am | Sun. Evening Worship 2 pm |
Wed. Bible Study 6:00 pm
Evangelist: Philip North | 417-239-1036 | primrosenor@suddenink.net |
eaglerockroadchurchofchrist.org

CAPE GIRARDEAU

Cape County Church of Christ
2912 Bloomfield Rd
Sun. Bible Study 9:15 am | Worship 10:00 am | Wed. Bible Study 7:00 pm

Seth McDonald & Jerry Lee Westbrook | 573-837-1001 | capecountycoc@gmail.

com | capecountycoc.com
FAIR GROVE

Church of Christ
217 N. Orchard Blvd.
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am & 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Walter Myers | 417-830-8972 or 417-736-2663
KENNETT

Church of Christ
703 Harrison St.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Nolan Glover | 573-888-6778 or 870-650-1648 | westsidechurchof-
christ.us

SAINT JAMES

Church of Christ
685 Sidney St.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:15 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Lynn Huggins | 573-265-8628
SAINT JOSEPH

County Line Church of Christ
2727 County Line Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 9:50 am | Wed. Bible Study 7:00 pm
816-279-4737 | countylinechurchofchrist.com

BEATRICE

Church of Christ at 7th & Bell
Bell St & S 7th St. Beatrice, NE 68310
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am & 6:30 pm
402-233-4102 or 402-228-3827 | churchofchrist7bell.org

CHARLOTTE

Charlotte Church of Christ
5327 S.Tryon Street, Charlotte, NC 28217
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Sun. Worship 10:30 am | Wed. Bible Study 7:30 pm
704-525-5655 | charlottechurchofchrist.org

LINCOLNTON

Lincoln Church of Christ
3781 East Highway 27, Iron Station, NC 28080
Sun. Bible Study: 10:00 am | Sun. Worship 11:00 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible
Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Stan Adams | 704-748-9777 (Bldg) & 704-748-3747 (Jerry) |
lincolnncchurch@gmail.com | lincolncoc.com

BEAVERCREEK

Knollwood Church of Christ
1031 Welford Dr, Beavercreek, OH 45434 (located a few miles E of Dayton)
Sun. Short Worship: 9:30 am | Bible Study 10:05 am | Sun. Worship 11:00 am |
Wed. Bible Study Adults: 1:00 pm & All ages: 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Heath Rogers | 937-426-1422 | knollwoodchurch.org

DAYTON

West Carrollton Church of Christ
28 W. Main St., Dayton, OH 45449
Sun. Worship 9:00 pm | Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:25 am | Wed. Bible
Study 7:00 pm
Evangelists: Michael Grushon 937-866-5162 or Alan Beck 937-469-3311 |
WC-C0C.0rg

FRANKLIN

Franklin Church of Christ
6417 Franklin-Lebanon Rd. Franklin, OH 45005
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 10:45 am | Tues. Bible Study 6:30 pm
Evangelist: Josh Lee | 937-789-8055 or 937-746-1249 | franklin-church.org

MANSFIELD

Southside Church of Christ
687 Mansfield-Lucas Rd. Mansfield, OH 44907
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 10:45 am | Wed. Bible Study 4:30 pm
James Bond: 419-564-3878 | Mr. Kim Walton: 419-651-3488 | Bldg: 419-522-
8982 | northsidecofc.us



NEW LEBANON

New Lebanon Church of Christ
1973 W Main St. New Lebanon, OH 45345
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am, & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Bruce Hastings | 937-687-7150 or 937-478-0367
MARIETTA-RENO

Marietta-Reno Church of Christ
80 Sandhill Rd. Reno, OH 45773
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:30 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Mark Childers | 304-615-1091 | 740-374-9827 | mariettarenochur-
chofchrist.org

NORTHWOOD

Frey Rd. Church of Christ
4110 Frey Rd., Northwood, OH 43619 (Toledo Area)
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Donald Jarabek | 419-893-3566 & 567-694-5062

POMEROY

Westside Church of Christ
33226 Children’s Home Rd., Pomeroy, OH 45769
Sun Worship 10:00 am & 5 pm | Bible Study 11:00 am | Wed. Bible Study 6:00
pm
Jack Hunt | wmhunt55@gmail.com | 740-645-4612 | Find us on Facebook!

OKLAHOMA

MCALESTER

North A St. Church of Christ
2120 No. A St.
Sun. Bible Study 9:45 am | Worship 10:45 am & 5:30 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Rob Lungstrum | 918-931-1362 or 918-423-3445

PORTLAND

Liberty NW Church of Christ
4110 NE 122nd Ave #101, Portland, OR 97230
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 am | Thur. Bible Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Samuel A. Matthews | 971-331-2838 | Bldg: 503-432-8697 |
samatm@comcast.net | libertynwechurchofchrist.org

SWEET HOME

Church of Christ
3702 E. Long St.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm & 7:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:30 pm
Bldg: 541-367-1599
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PENNSYLVANIA
PHILADELPHIA

Mt. Airy Church of Christ
7222 Germantown Ave, Philadelphia, PA 19119
Sun. Bible Study 10:15 am | Sun. Worship: 11:15 am | Tues. Bible Study: 7:00
pm
Evangelist: James H. Baker, Jr. | 215-248-2026 | mtairychurchofchrist.org

SOUTH CAROLINA
SUMTER

Woodland Church of Christ
3370 Broad St. Extension
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 5:30 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: A.A. Granke, Jr. | 803-499-6023

WEST COLUMBIA

Airport Church of Christ
4013 Edmund Hwy. (Hwy. 302)
Note: See our web site for current assembly schedule.
Evangelist: Terry W. Benton | 803-834-6978 | airport-church-of-christ.com

TENNESSEE
COLUMBIA

Mooresville Pike Church of Christ
417 Mooresville Pike | (Located .8 mi. N. of Hwy. 50/Jas. Campbell)
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 3:30 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
931-388-5828 or 931-381-7898 | mooresvillepikecoc.com

COSBY

Cosby Church of Christ
4894 Hooper Hwy. | 37722 | (Located 15 mi. E. of Gatlinburg on Hwy. 321)
Sun. Bible Study 10am | Worship 11:00 pm & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 6:00
pm
Evangelist: Olie Williamson | 423-487-5540 or 423-748-0844

KINGSTON SPRINGS

Kingston Springs Church of Christ
350 North Main St.
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Steve Walker | kscoc.com

MOUNT PLEASANT

Locust St. Church of Christ
108 Locust St.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Daniel H. King, Sr.| 931-379-3704 or 931-964-3924 | Iscoc.com
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MURFREESBORO

Cason Ln. Church of Christ
1110 Cason Lane
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Bldg: 615-896-0090 | casonlanechurch.org

Northfield Blvd. Church of Christ
2091 Pitts Ln, Murfreesboro, TN 37130 (located at the corner of Northfield Blvd
and Pitts Lane)
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Sun. Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible
Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: David Bunting | 615-893-1200 | GodsRedeemed.org

NASHVILLE

Hillview Church of Christ
7471 Charlotte Pike
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Lee Wildman | 615-952-5458 or 615-356-7318
Perry Heights Church of Christ
423 Donelson Pike
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 9:55 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 7:00
pm
Evangelist: Johnny Felker | 615-883-3118 | perryheights.faithweb.com

ALLEN

Twin Creeks Church of Christ
1414 W. Exchange Pkwy
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Jerry King 214-504-0443 or 972-727-5355 | twincreekscoc.com
ALVARADO

I-35 Church of Christ
E. Service Rd. off I-35, N. of Alvarado
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
817-295-7277 or 790-7253
ALVIN

Adoue St. Church of Christ
605 E. Adoue St., Alvin, TX 77511
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:30 pm
Evangelist: Mark Mayberry | mark@ascoc.org | ascoc.org

BAYTOWN

Church of Christ at Pruett & Lobit
701 North Pruett St.
Sun. Bible Study 9:45 am | Worship 10:40 am & 6:30 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Bldg: 281-422-5926 |We|d0n: 713-818-1321 | biblework.com

BEAUMONT

Dowlen Rd. Church of Christ
3060 Dowlen Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Max Dawson | 409-866-1996 | dowlenroad.com
DICKINSON

Dickinson Church of Christ
2919 Main St/FM 517 E., Dickinson, TX 77539
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Sunday Worship 11:00 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible
Study 7:00 pm
713-298-6673

EDNA

Church of Christ
301 Robison St.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Phillip Stuckey | 361-782-5506 or 361-782-2844 | ednachurchof-
christ.org

EL PASO

Eastridge Church of Christ
3277 Pendleton Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
915-855-1524
GALVESTON (BACLIFF)

Bacliff Church of Christ
4303 18th St, Badliff, TX 77518
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Sun. Worship 10:00 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible
Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Richard Lay | baliffchurchofchrist.org

FORT WORTH

West Side Church of Christ
6110 White Settlement Rd. 76114
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:30 pm
817-738-7269

GRANBURY
0Id Granbury Rd Church of Christ
4313 0ld Granbury Rd, Granbury, TX 76049
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Sun. Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible
Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Chip Foster | 817-913-4209 or 817-279-3351 | oldgranburyrd-
church.org

HOUSTON
Fry Rd. Church of Christ
2510 Fry Rd, Houston, TX 77084
Sun. Bible Study 9:45 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: David Flatt | fryroad.org | church@fryroad.org



IRVING

Westside Church of Christ
2320 Imperial Dr. (Located close to DFW Airport)

Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 9:50 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 7:30

pm
Evangelist: Mark Roberts | 972-986-9131 | justchristians.com

LUBBOCK

Indiana Avenue Church of Christ
6111 Indiana Ave, Lubbock, TX 79413
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Sun. Worship 9:00 am & 11:00 pm | Wed. Bible
Study 7:00 pm
806-795-3377 | lubbockchurch.com

MANSFIELD

Northside Church of Christ
1820 Mansfield Webb Rd, Mansfield, TX 76063
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Sun. Worship: 10:20 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible
Study 5:30 pm.
Evangelist: Tom Roberts | 817-996-3926 | northsidecofc.us

NACOGDOCHES

Shawnee Church of Christ
612 S Shawnee St, Nacogdoches, TX 75961
Sun. Bible Study 9:45 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 | Wed. Bible Study 6:00
pm
Minister: Van Dennis | 936-615-2950
Stallings Dr. Church of Christ
3831N.E. Stallings Dr.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:20 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelists: Randy Harshbarger & Jay Taylor

SAN ANTONIO

Pecan Valley Church of Christ
268 Utopia Ave. (Dir: I-37 S.E. Exit Pecan Valley)
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Jesse Garcia | 210-660 0409 | pecanvalleychurchofchrist.org

SHERMAN

Westwood Village Church of Christ
314 N. Tolbert
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Ronald Stringer

TEMPLE

Leon Valley Church of Christ
4404 Twin City Blvd.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:30 pm
Evangelist: Jason Garcia (yourfriendjgar@gmail.com) or (leonvalleychurch@
gmail.com) | 254-939-0682 | leonvalleychurch.org
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TEXARKANA

Franklin Dr. Church of Christ
2301 Franklin Dr.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:15 am | Wed. Bible Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Bryan Garlock | 870-772-0746 | txkchurch.com

WACO

Sun Valley Church of Christ
340 E Warren St. (in Hewitt, a suburb of Waco)
Sun. Bible Class 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 7:00
pm
Evangelist: Marc Smith | 254-292-2482 or 652-7698

MONTPELIER

Montpelier Church of Christ
Meeting in the Capital City Grange Hall, 6612 Route 12 Berlin, VT 05602
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10 am | Tues. Evening in Homes
Evangelist: Open | montpelierchurchofchrist.com | P0. Box 70, Williamstown,
VT 05679 | For questions or directions: Wade Holt 802-485-4311

CHESAPEAKE

Tidewater Church of Christ
217 Taxus St.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Steven Matthews | 757-436-6900 | tidewaterchurchofchrist.com

RICHMOND

Courthouse Church of Christ
8330 Doublecreek Court, Chesterfield, VA 23832 (Located in teh Metro Area;
Courthouse Rd. at Double Creek Ct. 2.2 miles S of Rt. 288)
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangalist: Nathan L. Morrison | 804-778-4717 | courthousechurchofchrist.com
Forest Hill Church of Christ
1208 W. 41st St.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Jack Bise, Jr. | 804-233-5959

RIDGEWAY

Church of Christ
2970 0Id Leaksville Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm & 5:30 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
276-956-6049 | churchofchristatridgeway.com

ROANOKE
Blue Ridge Church of Christ

929 Indiana Ave. N.E. (5 min. from Roanoke Convention Center)

Sun. 1st Lesson 9:15 am | Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm | Wed.
Bible Study 7:30 pm

Evangelist: Brent Paschall | 540-344-2755 | blueridgecoc.org
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VIRGINIA BEACH

Southside Church of Christ
5652 Haden Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm
Robert Mallard | 757-464-4574

BELLINGHAM

Mt. Baker Church of Christ
1860 Mt. Baker Hwy.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Joe Price | 360-752-2692 or 360-920-6965 | bibleanswer.com/
mtbaker

TACOMA

Manitou Park Church of Christ
Meeting at Gray Middle School, 6229 S. Tyler St., Tacoma, WA 98409
Note: Please see webpage for updated meeting location and times.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 7:00 pm
(Online)
253-242-3098 | tacomachurch@gmail.com | tacomachurch.com

CLARKSBURG

Westside Church of Christ
7 0Id Davisson Run Rd
Sun. Worship 9:30 am
304-622-5433 | westsidechurchofchristwv.net

FAIRMONT

Eastside Church of Christ
1929 Morgantown Ave.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 10:45 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
304-363-8696 or 304-844-2437

MOUNDSVILLE

Moundsville Church of Christ
210 Cedar Ave, Moundsville, WV 26041
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Sun. Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible
Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Tony Huntsman | 304-845-4940 | cedarsower.com

CANADA

CALGARY, AB

Northside Church of Christ
803 20A Ave NE, Calgary ABT2E 151
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Sun. Worship 11:00 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible
Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Eric Castillo | +1-403-619-1249 | churchofchristcalgary.com
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