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| Drifting toward Denominationalism

DISMANTLING BIBLE AUTHORITY

Some argue that it is unscriptural to look
to commands, examples, and inferences
as a way to determine Bible authority. Is
their claim valid? Is this a modern inno-
vation? Should disciples of Christ reject
this approach to biblical interpretation?

by Kyle Pope

DismissiNG FarTHFuL COUNSEL

When one rejects faithful, scriptural
counsel, and embraces the false and
speculative assumptions of contempo-
rary evangelical thought, he follows a
predictable path to spiritual ruin.

by Mark W. White

DECONSTRUCTING THE CHURCH

Simply stated, deconstruction denies
man’s ability to understand the biblical
text and opens it to a limitless range of
interpretations—rejecting as invalid the
traditional method of seeking certainty
through reading, reasoning, and rational
comprehension.

DRINKING FROM BROKEN CISTERNS

by Mark Roberts

When Israel occupied Canaan, they
gained access to physical cisterns that
they they did not dig. Unfortunately,
with the passing of time, they turned
aside to idolatry—hewing for themselves
broken spiritual cisterns.

by Joe R. Price

DABBLING IN CALVINISM

Calvinism continues to be a subtle
threat. When this grid is imposed upon
Scriptures, it corrupts not only our view
of the biblical text but also our self-
understanding.

by Heath Rogers

DwELLING oN EmMoTIONS

God created us with emotions, feel-
ings and effections—which impact our
relationship with Him and others. Yet,
spiritual fellowship with our Lord and
our brethren is founded upon the objec-
tive standard of revealed truth.

by Jeff Wilson
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Editorial

The Changing Face of

Denominationalism

by Mark Mayberry

In today’s religious landscape, traditional denominations face declining memberships, while non-denominational churches
are gaining adherents. What is a denomination? What does it mean for someone to have a denominational or non-
denominational mindset? How is the religious landscape changing?

Introduction

The Lexham Glossary of Theology
defines denomination as “a group of
churches organized under a larger entity
(the denomination) on the basis of shared
beliefs or practices” For example, the
Anglican Communion (which includes
the Episcopalian church, the Church
of England, the Church of Ireland, the
Church of Canada, etc.) has over 85
million members and is headquartered in
London, England.

Oxford’s English Dictionary says
that a denomination is “a recognized
autonomous branch of the Christian
Church” Another meaning, “the face
value of a banknote, coin, or postage
stamp,” suggests the underlying division
that is inherent in denominationalism.
Just as coins have different values (penny,
nickel, dime, quarter, etc.), and banknotes
come in different denominations ($1,
$5, $10, $20, etc.), the religious world is
divided into different alliances, groups,
conventions, synods, etc.

While modern man celebrates such
diversity, the divided state of Christendom
is diametrically opposed to the unity for
which Christ prayed: “I do not ask on
behalf of these alone, but for those also
who believe in Me through their word;
that they may all be one; even as You,
Father, are in Me and I in You, that they
also may be in Us, so that the world may
believe that You sent Me” (John 17:20-21).

So, if the adjective “denominational”
means “relating to or according to
the principles of a particular religious

denomination,” then the term “non-
denominational” refers to a church,
individual or group that is “open or
acceptable to people of any Christian
denomination.” Non-denominational
churches do not follow one particular
set of church doctrines, nor is their
membership restricted to those who are
affiliated with one particular religious
denomination. Almost anyone is accepted
into their fellowship, regardless of their
affiliations or belief systems.

Non-denominational groups often
adopt names like Calvary Chapel,
Crosspoint Church, Grace Church,
Grace Family Church, Lakewood
Church, Lifepoint Church, New Hope
Church, One Life Church, One Living
Church, Sagemont Church, The Harbor,
The Vineyard, etc. Such groups may,
in fact, be affiliated with traditional
denominations, but many have a local or
limited organizational structure. What
are some of the significant characteristics
of non-denominational churches in
today’s religious environment?

Personality Driven

Many churches today are personality
driven, i.e., centered around a popular
and charismatic leader, such as: Rick
Warren (preacher and author, who
founded the Saddleback Church in Lake
Forest, CA), or Joel Osteen (a promoter
of prosperity theology, who is associated
with Lakewood Church in Houston, TX,
and is known for his weekly televised
services and several best-selling books).
Other names of note include Andy

Stanley, Charles Swindoll, John Piper,
Max Lacado, Tim Keller, Tony Evans, etc.

Yet, the apostle Paul expressly rejected
this kind of personality-dominated
ministry: “my message and my preaching
were not in persuasive words of wisdom,
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of
power, so that your faith would not rest
on the wisdom of men, but on the power
of God” (1 Cor. 2:1-5, esp. vv. 4-5). Later,
he said, “We do not preach ourselves but
Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as
your bond-servants for Jesus’s sake” (2
Cor. 4:5-7).

Entertainment Oriented

Just as the multitudes followed Jesus
for the loaves and fishes, many today are
seeking to satisfy their craving for fun,
food and entertainment-oriented worship
assemblies. Yet, our emphasis should
be on the spiritual rather than physical:
“Truly, truly, I say to you, you seek Me,
not because you saw signs, but because
you ate of the loaves and were filled. Do
not work for the food which perishes, but
for the food which endures to eternal life,
which the Son of Man will give to you, for
on Him the Father, God, has set His seal”
(John 6:22-27, esp. vv. 26-27).

Culturally Accommodative

Many religious groups, including
denominational and non-denominational
groups, are culturally accommodative.
Like the ancient Israelites, who said, “We
will be like the nations, like the tribes of

»

the lands, serving wood and stone,” many
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today adopt the morality and mores of
the surrounding society. While this may
make us more attractive in the eyes of
men, it has the opposite effect with God:
“Shall I be inquired of by you, O house of
Israel? As I live,” declares the Lord GOD,
“I will not be inquired of by you” (Ezek.
20:27-38, esp. vv. 30-31). In other words,
He would not hear their prayers or accept
their worship.

Organizationally Obscure

Denominational groups typically
have a centralized hierarchy which
directs individual congregations, often
imposing a uniform liturgy upon their
worship services. Non-denominational
groups typically have a smaller and more
localized structure, often patterned on the
mother church and satellite arrangement.

Nevertheless, all organizational
arrangements that extend beyond the
local congregation violate the biblical
pattern: “From Miletus he (i.e., Paul)
sent to Ephesus and called to him the
elders of the church. And when they had
come to him, he said to them. .. Be on
guard for yourselves and for all the flock,
among which the Holy Spirit has made
you overseers, to shepherd the church
of God which He purchased with His
own blood. . ” (Acts 20:17-18, 28-32).

The apostle Peter offered similar counsel:
“Therefore, I exhort the elders among
you, as your fellow elder and witness of
the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker
also of the glory that is to be revealed,
shepherd the flock of God among you. . ”
(1 Pet. 5:1-3).

Doctrinally Diverse

Non-denominational churches are
more open to doctrinal diversity than
creedally-defined denominations of the
past. Like the Colossian heresy, many
religious groups today have adopted
a theological smorgasbord (i.e., like a
luncheon or supper buffet offering a
variety of foods and dishes). In contrast,
the Lord’s church must contend earnestly
for the faith that was once delivered to the
saints (Jude 3-4).

Therapeutic Focused

Many non-denominational churches,
especially the mega-churches, cater to
the felt needs of their adherents. Yet, this
approach turns religion upon its head—
focusing upon the creature rather than
the Creator. All who attempt to remake
God in their own image inevitably become
spiritually insensible—deaf to divine truth,
blind to heaven’s will, unresponsive to
God’s word (Ps. 50:16-23).

Conclusion

In yesteryear, brethren stressed the
uniqueness of the Lord’s church by saying,
“We are neither Catholic, Protestant,
or Jewish. Instead, we preach non-
denominational Christianity” Language
often evolves over time, and today, “non-
denominational” carries an entirely
different meaning. The current religious
environment requires a more precise
expression.

The church that we read of in the New
Testament is not a denomination. In
seeking to win souls for Christ, we are not
asking them to join one denomination
that is part of a broader mosaic of
Christendom. Rather, we are calling
believers back to the Bible. Through
emphasizing the biblical pattern for the
work, worship and organization of the
church, our goal is to restore the New
Testament church—doing Bible things
in Bible ways, and calling Bible things
by Bible names. Therefore, let us be
conformed to the divine pattern set forth
in the Sacred Scriptures. Recognizing
the peril of will-worship, may we be fully
devoted to seeking God’s will as revealed
through His word.

Sources

Mangum, Douglas. The Lexham Glossary
of Theology. Bellingham, WA: Lexham
Press, 2014.
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Meditations

The Johannine Comma

by Kyle Pope

A challenging text, from the standpoint of manuscript evidence, is 1 John 5:7-8a. This study explores why it is disputed, why
some translations delete it, and why is it present in some texts in order to understand more clearly the evidence in favor of

(or opposed to) its inclusion in the biblical text.

1 John 5:6-8 (NKJV)

1 John 5:6-8 (NASB95)

This is He who came by water and blood—]Jesus
Christ; not only by water, but by water and blood.
And it is the Spirit who bears witness, because the
Spirit is truth.

(6) This is the One who came by water and blood,
Jesus Christ; not with the water only, but with the

water and with the blood. It is the Spirit who testi-
fies, because the Spirit is the truth.

(7) For there are three that bear witness in heav-
en: the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit;
and these three are one.

(7) For there are three that testify:

(8) And there are three that bear witness on earth:
the Spirit, the water, and the blood; and these three

(8) the Spirit and the water and the blood; and the
three are in agreement.

agree as one.

Introduction

One of the most problematic texts
in the entire New Testament, from the
standpoint of manuscript evidence, is a
passage found in the King James (KJV)
and New King James Versions (NKJV),
but omitted in virtually every other
English translation since the American
Standard Version of 1901. Indicated in
bold in the chart below, the disputed text
includes most of 1 John 5:7 and the first
part of 5:8 (as numbered in the NKJV).
This passage is usually referred to as
the Johannine (j6-hanon) Comma. Why
is this passage disputed, why do some
translations delete it, and why is it present
in some texts?

The Case against Inclusion

The strongest argument against the
inclusion of the Johannine Comma in the
biblical text is the fact that the passage is
absent from all known surviving Greek

manuscripts prior to around AD 900.!
There is also no undisputed quote of this
passage by early church writers prior to
around AD 370, when it is quoted by the
Spanish bishop Priscillian in his Liber
Apologeticus (1.4). Although the passage
is present in approximately 95% of the
estimated 10,000 Latin manuscripts

that have survived, it is absent from

the two oldest Vulgate manuscripts:
Codex Fuldensis (ca. 541-46) and Codex
Amiatinus (ca. 716). It is also absent
from surviving manuscripts of ancient
translations, such as the Syriac, Coptic,
and Ethiopic. This has led the majority
of modern scholars to argue that the
passage was either brought into the

text accidentally through a marginal

! Greek evidence: Biblical MSS—61 (ca.
1520); 88m (ca. 1000, margin ca. 1500),
177m (ca. 1000, margin ca. 1500), 221m
(ca. 900, margin ca. 14-1500), 429m (ca.
1300, margin ca. 1500), 629 (ca. 13-1400),
636m (ca. 1500, margin ca. 1500), 918 (ca.
1500), 2318 (ca. 1700), 2473 (ca. 1700);
Lectionaries—60 (1021), 173 (ca. 900).

comment being mistakenly included in
the text, or as a deliberate addition during
some period when the triune nature of
God was under debate.

The Case for Inclusion

While this evidence might seem
conclusive, a closer look at the facts
demands that we use great caution before
rejecting this text too quickly. First, while
it is true that the Johannine Comma is
present in only 10-11 late copies of the
5,600 surviving Greek New Testament
manuscripts, we should note that only
around 500 of these actually include 1
John. Most are fragmentary in nature and
not full volumes of all New Testament
books. Of these, only ten are themselves
earlier than the 10th century.? One of
these, the 4th century Codex Vaticanus

? Early Greek Manuscripts that Include 1
John: X (ca. 300), A (ca. 400), B (ca. 300),
K (ca. 800), L (ca. 700), P (ca. 800), ¥ (ca.
800), 048 (ca. 400), 049 (ca. 800), 0296
(ca. 500).
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The image on the left is the cover of Codex Fuldensis, a 6th century Latin manuscript that does not have the comma but contains Jerome’s
prologue discussing its ommision. On the right is the section of 1 John 5 from Codex Fuldensis.

has three dots in the margin to the left of
the words “there are three,” which Philip
B. Payne and Paul Canart have proven
was a technique used as a scribal notation
to show an awareness of alternate
readings (112-13).}

The earliest surviving Greek
manuscripts of 1 John date to the time of
Priscillian’s undisputed quote of 1 John
5:7. This demands that we consider—if
Priscillian quoted this passage, would it
not indicate its existence before his time
and the time these Greek manuscripts
were copied? Opponents to inclusion
once argued that Priscillian himself
had written the passage, but defenders
of the text argue that earlier references
to it prove its existence long before his
time. For example, some time around
AD 177, Athenagoras, in his Plea for
the Christians, wrote of the unity of the
Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit
(10), which some have argued is an
allusion to this text. Tertullian, around
215, in his work Against Praxeas, while
commenting on the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, wrote, “the three are one”
(25)—using the very wording of this

* Payne, B. Philip and Paul Canart. “The
Originality of Text-Critical Symbols in
Codex Vaticanus,” Novum Testamentum 42
(2000): 105-13.

passage. A similar quote is found in

a work attributed to Origen (ca. 184-
253), but possibly written by one of his
students called Selecta in Psalmos, which
says of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
“for the three are one” (12.1633, on

Ps. 122). Perhaps the most compelling
example of this is in a text written about
250 by Cyprian, known as his Treatise.
He writes, “The Lord says, T and the
Father are one, and again, of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit it
is written, ‘and the three are one” (1.6,
Pope). Cyprian’s first quote is from John
10:30, but only in the Johannine Comma
is it “written” of the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, “and the three are one”” Finally,
Athanasius (ca. 296-373) who opposed
the teachings of Arius denying the Deity
of Christ, speaking of baptism, referred
to the “Thrice-Blessed Name” offered

at baptism (i.e., Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit), going on to claim, “John affirms,
‘and the three are one” (Disputatio
Contra Arium 28.500, Pope). We must
consider, where did John affirm this if
not in the Johannine Comma? It is worth
noting that, while Tertullian and Cyprian
wrote in Latin, Athenagoras, Origen,
and Athanasius wrote in Greek. If these
represent allusions to 1 John 5:7 they
show its existence in Greek well before

the time the manuscripts we have today
were copied.

When it comes to Latin evidence,
opponents to inclusion note its absence
from the oldest Vulgate manuscript,
Codex Fuldensis (ca. 541-46). There is
a puzzling irony when it comes to this
manuscript. The Vulgate was an official
Latin version produced under the
scholarly work of Jerome between AD
380-400. It was intended to correct flaws
that had crept into Latin translations
prior to this time. Jerome consulted
Greek manuscripts to compare readings
and wrote prologues attached to many
Vulgate manuscripts that explain his
work. In the prologue attached to
Fuldensis, when speaking about such
errors, Jerome claims:

.. .In that place where we read what

is put down about the oneness of the
Trinity in the First Epistle of John. . .we
find there is much error from true faith
by unfaithful translators, putting down
in their own edition only three words,
that is, ‘water, blood, and Spirit, and
omitting the witness of the ‘Father and
Word and Spirit’. . ” (Prologue to the
Canonical Epistles, Pope).

Jerome claims here that “unfaithful
translators” omitted the Johannine
Comma. Tronically, while Codex
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Meditations

A graphic of the triquerta representing the trinue nature of God.

Fuldensis preserves Jerome’s prologue,

it omits 1 John 5:7! Critics used to argue
that this prologue was not written by
Jerome, but its presence in a manuscript
as early as Fuldensis has challenged that
argument. If it is genuine, Jerome claims
that some were omitting the passage

in his day. Of the few remnants of pre-
Vulgate old Latin that have survived,
even opponents of inclusion acknowledge
its presence in Codex Speculum (ca.
400), Codex Legionensis (ca. 650), and
Codex Monacensis (ca. 650). Defenders
of inclusion argue that this supports
Jerome’s claim that the passage existed
well before the Vulgate was produced.

A final problem, if this text was
not original, is grammatical in nature.
Unlike English, in ancient Greek, many
words had the grammatical genders
of masculine, feminine, or neuter. In

languages that assign gender to words,
pronouns, adjectives, participles,
definite articles, and sometimes even
numbers, the gender must agree with
the nouns they modify. Just as we would
not say, “She is a good man,” confusion
of grammatical gender would have

been considered coarse, awkward, and
improper to the ancient reader. In this
passage, the word translated “three” is
the Greek word treis, the masculine
form of the word meaning “three” The
problem is, if this passage was not in the
original text as John wrote it, the use of
this masculine form creates an awkward
gender confusion that is difficult to
explain. Each of the words that follow
it—Spirit, water, and blood are neuter

in gender. So, we would not expect a
masculine numeral to start this list, but
instead the neuter form tria. However,

if it was original, the words Father and
Word are masculine, so we would expect
such a list to start with a masculine form.
Is this a clue that the text was omitted by
some unscrupulous editor who forgot

to eliminate this gender confusion?
Some would argue, “Yes!™ If they are
correct, then at some point very early

in its history the Johannine Comma was
omitted from many Greek manuscripts
(whether by accident or deliberate
alteration) and preserved for the most
part only in Latin translation.

Kybe preaches for the Olsen Park
church of Christ in Amariflo, TX. He
has written several hooks publishied by
Truth Publications, inchuding Thinking
About AD 7 Challenging Realized
Eschatology. Visit truthbooks com

for mone info. The church website is
olsenpark.com. He can be reached at
kmipope@att.net.

* A problem with this argument is the fact
that if the comma was original, we still
must explain why both forms of the word
“three” are masculine. Proponents argue
that the inclusion of the neuter word
Spirit following the two masculine words
Father and Word would “masculinize”
the word Spirit. Since the word Spirit
starts the second list, it is argued that
this “masculinization” would continue by
attraction into the second list. While this
may be the explanation, Augustine around
AD 390, while writing about 1 John 5:8,
argued that Spirit symbolically referred to
God the Father, water referred to the Holy
Spirit, and blood referred to Jesus (Against
Maximinium, 2.22.3). While this was
supposition on his part, if these three were
intended to symbolize Deity in any way, we
would not be surprised to see a masculine
term applied to these neuter words.

February 2023 | truthmagazine.com



Truth

Publications Bl b I e TeXt BOO kS

i e o Study through the Bible with the Bible Text Book

series! Each book is filled with maps, charts,
photos, questions, and commentary from
reliable authors!
Perfect for personal or class use.
Shop now at truthbooks.com

Genesis

_ru'l.ike Willis.

Exodus & Leviticus [ Mike Willis
Mumbers & Deuteronomy . Mike Willis
Jashua, Judges, & Ruth I Mike Willis
1 &2 Samuel ' Mike Willls
1& 2 Kings I Mtikee Willls
1 &2 Chronicles ' Mike Willis
Ezra, Nehemiah, & Esther I Mllceﬁﬁlli.s
Job Mike Willis
Psalms Randy Blackaby
Proverbs ' Mike Willis | 51097 |
: Ecclesiastes & Song of Solomon | D.King, 5t & M.Willis | $10.97 | 1&2 mue
I Sal t'l_!}" lsalah | DonnieV.Rader | $10.97 '
: Jeremiah & Lamentations John Humphreys 510,97
Ezekiel I Daniel H. King, 5r. I 51047
Daniel | Daniel H.King.5r. | $1097
Minor Prophets 1 . Marc Glbson . 51097 .

Matthew _ Marc Gibson 51097

Mark | Mikewilis | $1097 |
Luke Mike Willis 511.97
John ' Mike Willis | 51097
Act | Jasonlongstreth | 51097 |
Romans . Kyle Pope | 510.97
1 Corinthians | _MikE Wilkis | 5 !U-’E'?_
ECurinthians_ | Mike Willis | SI_D:':‘I?
Galatians | Randy Blackaby | 31097 |
Ephesians | 'Ch_r'ls Reaves | $1097
Philippians Paul Blake 51097
Colossians I Donnie V. Rader I S1047
| 182 ﬁmssalonlans Mark Mayberry 51097
1 & 2 Timothy, Titus, & Philemon Herschel Patton . 51197
Hebrews | DanielH.King5. | $1097 |
CUIU‘JH{HIH James _ Rick Bitlingsley | $1097 M Dk
G aa 1 & 2 Peter & Jude | Paul Blake | 51097 L ....'.I.I.l...........
1,2,&3 John | Michael Hordin | 51097 |
Revelation Daniel H. King, 5. 51097

February 2023 | truthmagazine.com 9



Women'’s Insights

Homeschooling: More on
Socialization

by Diana Dow

Teaching by example and observation how to start and how to maintain a friendship is an integral part of a homeschool

family’s life.

Relationships are important. People
need each other. We desire to surround
ourselves with people we love. God knew
this when He gave Eve to Adam, creating
the first family. The family offers parents
and children a God-designed inner circle
who love and care for each other.

And the LORD God said, “It is not
good that man should be alone; I will
make him a helper comparable to him”
(Gen. 2:18).

For those of “like precious faith,” we
fill the area just outside the innermost
circle with our brethren. God designed
the church to support each other, love
each other, help each other go to heaven.
This is where our first group of friends
outside our family will be found. Our
children need to be encouraged to build
relationships with old and young alike
among our brethren. We need to be
teaching our children that their brethren
are their best friends.

This requires spending time together,
i.e,, time inside and outside the regularly
scheduled worship services.

Be kindly affectionate to one another
with brotherly love, in honor giving
preference to one another (Rom. 12:10).

With our inner circle designated by
God and our second circle determined

when we chose to follow God, what about

other relationships? How do we choose
with whom to become friends with
whom to keep at arm’s distance?

Friends can be a blessing if chosen
wisely. A friend can warn of bad choices.
A friend can encourage excellence. A
friend can make one a better person.

As iron sharpens iron, so a man
sharpens the countenance of his friend
(Prov. 27:17).

Alternatively, friends can also be a
curse. A friend can encourage dangerous
and immoral behavior. A friend can cause
one to turn from God.

Do not be deceived: Evil company
corrupts good habits (1 Cor. 15:33).

Parents must teach their children
how to choose friends and how to
develop friendships. Homeschool parents
proactively guide the relationship process
when they participate with their children
in various activities. Through example,
the parent can teach how to approach
new people, how to listen to others, how
to engage in friendly conversation, and
how to be a friend.

A man who has friends must himself be
friendly. .. (Prov. 18:24).

How does a homeschool family go
about forming relationships with those
outside their family? Where do they go to
meet other people?

I have heard it said that, for two
people to form a friendship, they need
to be with each other in seven different
settings. Sitting in the same Bible class
for seven weeks or attending seven park
days is not enough to form a friendship.
Yet, if the two people go to a variety of
events (like attending a couple of park
days, a field trip, a teen devotional, a
couple of Bible classes, and even running
into each other at the store), these
shared experiences increase the chance
of forming a bond, which, if nurtured,

10
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will grow into a solid relationship—a
friendship.

There are obvious activities that bring
children with common interests together.
4-H, Scouts, sports, are some in which
public, private and homeschool children
participate together. For the homeschool
family, it takes a little detective work to
find out how to get involved, but once
the right contacts are made, they can be
a great addition to the education of the
children. There are also many activities
open to homeschool students exclusively.
Finding these can be a little more difficult,
but well worth the effort.

Back in the day, in the early 1990s,
communication among homeschoolers
was initiated through word of mouth.
Once the connection was made, strong
bonds were created with those of similar
educational philosophies. There were
fewer people homeschooling back then.
Most who didn’t frowned on it. Here in
Texas, it had only recently become legal.
We stayed connected through support
group newsletters delivered to our front
door by the mailman. Archaic, I know.
Eventually, these support groups created
websites that allowed newcomers who
move to town, as well as residents who
are new to homeschooling, to find them
easily. As social media platforms arose,
snail mail newsletters became obsolete
and eventually most websites did as well.
Today, a quick search of Facebook for
homeschool groups in your area can get
you connected with the locals in no time.

These means of communication, past
and present, have allowed homeschoolers
to create communities of like-minded
families. Field trips, music groups,
sports days, park days, moms’ night
out, etc. are classic group activities used
in the past and the present by many
homeschool families. A prevalent method
homeschoolers are using today is joining
a co-op. A co-op is simply a group of
families who have chosen to pool their
talents and resources to provide a variety
of learning opportunities for their
children. All the previous activities listed
(and more) can be included in one day
in one location. Each co-op has its own

style. Finding one that fits your family is
like discovering a treasure.

Sounds like fun, doesn't it? It is.
Getting together with others of like
mind can be uplifting. Moms can
discuss everything from child-rearing
to curriculum to raising chickens.
Friendships are made. Children can
practice their relationship-building skills
with others from all age groups while
learning new things. Friendships are
made.

Two words of warning. First, it is
important to note that not every activity
marketed toward homeschoolers will
encourage the same values that you are
trying to instill in your child. There are
many people choosing to homeschool
who have no plans to put God first in
their lives. In fact, there are many who
directly oppose Him. Second, outside
activities can be time-consuming. It is
easy, in trying to fill a void in your child’s
social life, to over schedule. This can leave
little time for relationship building with
your family and brethren. Choose wisely.

Diana homeschooled her six boys for
twenty-nine years. She lives in Sinton,
TX, with her hushand, Danmy Dow,
whio preaches for the Borden Street
church of Christ, She maintains a
website abouwt teaching Bible classes al
bibtesongsandmore.com and one about
hameschooling and ather endesvors at
dandidow.com. She can be reached at
dianabdow@gmail.com.
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The Love of God

The Calvinistic Doctrine of the

Impossibility of Apostasy

by Bruce Reeves

Biblical warnings against apostasy should cause us to be discouraged, but challenge us to focus on Christ and the hope He
affords. We do not live in His grace by ignoring reality, but by embracing the sacrifice of Jesus and giving our hearts to Him.

Introduction

The God of our salvation is divinely
powerful, steadfastly faithful, eternally
loving, and compassionately reassuring.
However, there is something else. He
is also relational (Gen. 1:26-28; 1 Cor.
1:9). Our heavenly Father graciously
seeks fellowship with those who choose
to love Him (Josh. 24:14-16; Matt.
11:28-30). The Lord created us for
communion, not manipulation. His
grace is not a cruel abuse of power, but
an offer of cleansing, transformation, and
restoration (Rom. 12:1-2; 2 Cor. 3:18; 2
Pet.1:4). His sovereignty is seen in His
love and holiness, His power is witnessed
in His sacrifice and resurrection, and
His purpose is accomplished through
persuasion, not compulsion. Ironically,
in attempting to defend the final premise
of Calvin’s view of the TU.LLP, i.e,,
“Perseverance of the Saints,” proponents
of Reformed Theology not only distort
the Scriptures but also rob their followers
of any real assurance of salvation.

The pressing questions are:
« Can a believer become an unbeliever?

o Will the Lord disinherit those who
abandon Him?

« Are there conditions connected with
walking by faith?

In our study of 1 Corinthians and
Galatians, we have seen the divine beauty
and powerful renewal of God’s grace
in changing lives, as well as the call to
faithfulness in our walk with the Lord
(Eph. 4:1-2). In this article, we progress
further into the writings of Paul and Peter

as we consider the Spirit’s encouragement
and warnings.

Why Warnings in Romans?

In Romans, the unity of all believers is
emphasized by highlighting humanity’s
sin-problem and the need we all have
for Jesus Christ as our Savior (Rom.

1-3). The gospel of grace calls us to “the
obedience of faith” and “newness of life”
(Rom. 1:5, 16-17; 6:1-17; 16:26). While
some appeal to this book to support the
impossibility of apostasy, the epistle not
only fails to support this teaching, but it
also entirely refutes it. Paul writes, “For
those who are according to the flesh set
their minds on the things of the flesh,
but those who are according to the Spirit,
the things of the Spirit. For the mind set
on the flesh is death, but the mind set on
the Spirit is life and peace” (Rom. 8:5-6).
Then he warns Christians of a return to
a fleshly mindset, “So then, brethren, we
are under obligation, not to the flesh, to
live according to the flesh—for if you are
living according to the flesh, you must
die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to
death the deeds of the body, you will live”
(Rom. 8:12-13). Why warn “brethren” of
a scenario that is impossible?

It is noteworthy that in his treatment
of God’s corporate election in Romans
9-11, Paul drives home the conditional,
but gracious, calling of the gospel. There
can be an unhealthy arrogance among
those who subscribe to the doctrines of
unconditional election and, once saved,
always saved. Interestingly, that is the
very thing against which Paul warns
believers: “Do not be arrogant toward

the branches; but if you are arrogant,
remember that it is not you who supports
the root, but the root supports you”
(Rom. 11:18). Had it not been for God’s
purpose in the Abrahamic promises
through Israel, Christ would not have
come into the world (Rom. 1:1-3; 9:4-5;
11:28-32). Jewish unbelief at large

would affect their personal salvation,

but it would not change the fact that

the Messianic lineage blessed all those
who believe in Jesus (Rom. 3:1-3; 9:16).
Thus, there was no room for pride. Paul
declares that if “God did not spare the
natural branches, He will not spare you
either” (Rom. 11:21). We are encouraged
to remember that they were “broken

off for their unbelief, but you stand by
your faith. Do not be conceited, but fear”
(Rom. 11:20). If Jewish unbelievers would
turn to Christ, they would be grafted in
again, whereas, if Gentile believers fell
into unbelief, they would be lost (Rom.
11:23-24). Once again, why the warning
if it were impossible?

This one text completely dismantles
the entire system of Reformed Theology.
It denies total inability because each of
us can choose faith or unbelief. It denies
unconditional election because the
condition of faith determines if we are
among God’s chosen people. It shows
that Jesus’s atoning sacrifice is available
to “whosoever will” (Matt. 16:25;

Rev. 22:17, KJV). It reproves any concept
of irresistible grace because we each
decide if we will be unified with Christ or
not. Finally, it undermines the Calvinistic
doctrine of the perseverance of the

saints because it emphasizes the need

to continue in the faith. We must accept
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Christ’s goodness and severity, “Behold,
then, the kindness and severity of God;
to those who fell, severity, but to you,
God’s kindness, if you continue in His
kindness; otherwise, you also will be cut
oft” (Rom. 11:22). If it is impossible for
those who are saved to fall into unbelief
and be cut off from God’s saving grace,
why did Paul write as though it were a
real possibility? Was he being dishonest,
mis-characterizing his audience, or is
Reformed Theology false?

Why Warnings in Hebrews?

The Hebrew writer presents the
superiority and greatness of Christ’s
divinity, incarnation, priesthood,
mediation, covenant, rest, and hope with
exhortations and warnings. If a child of
God cannot turn back to the unbelief of
the world and be lost, how do we read
a book like Hebrews? If there was ever
a New Testament epistle that gave this
doctrine a daunting and clear problem, it
is this one.

Truth

Lectures

Can a Child of God Become an
Unbeliever and Be Lost?

Who is being addressed in this letter?
« “Holy brethren” (3:1,12)

o Believers “confessing” Christ as High
Priest (3:1)

o “Partakers of the heavenly calling” (3:1)
o “Partakers of Christ” (3:14)

« “Enlightened” who “tasted the heavenly
gift, and were “partakers of the Holy
Spirit,” and “tasted the good word of
God” (6:4;10:32)

o Received “the knowledge of the
truth” (experiential, saving, relational
knowledge) (Heb. 10:26)

Why spend so much time considering
a hypothetical danger? The term “beware”
is a genuine caution to believers (Heb.
2:1; 4:1, 11; 6:11-12; 10:23-25, 36-39).
Who else is being encouraged in the
context by the phrase, “lest any of you
be hardened through the deceitfulness
of sin” (Heb. 3:13)? Is it the saved person

ND THE CHURCH

ON THE CAMPUS OF

ATHENS BIBLE SCHOOL

Check TruthLectures.com for updates

who could be deceived by sin and lost,
or the unsaved who is already lost?
Those identified as “holy brethren” and
“partakers of the heavenly calling” are
exhorted to “fear lest any of you seem to
come short of it” The “let us” phrases are
significant in the encouragement given
in Hebrews: “let us fear” (Heb. 4:1), “let
us be diligent to enter that rest” (Heb.
4:11), “let us hold fast our confession”
(Heb. 4:14; 10:22-23), and “let us consider
one another” (Heb. 10:24). If we were
never saved, why encourage us to hold
fast to a confession which we have never
genuinely made? If those who have made
confession of Christ will never cease to
hold it fast, why the exhortation? The
only reasonable conclusion is that those
who are faithful must, by God’s grace,
continue in steadfast love for Him.

The Hebrew writer again addresses
those “brethren” who had “entered. . . the
Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new
and living way” having Christ as their
“High Priest over the house of God (Heb.
10:19-21). These are justified believers,
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who are to’draw near
with a sincere heart
in full assurance of
faith, having. . . hearts
sprinkled from an evil
conscience and. ..
bodies washed with
pure water” (Heb.
10:22). Hearers are
warned, “For if we

sin willfully after

we have received

the knowledge of

the truth, there no
longer remains a
sacrifice for sins. . ” (Heb. 10:26). This
willful sin refers to those who depart
from God in unbelief after having
received “saving knowledge” They will
not merely receive earthly punishment,
but eternal condemnation (Heb. 10:27,
31). To profane the sacrifice of Christ,
through which one had been sanctified,
demands prior salvation (Heb. 10:29, cf.,
10:10, 14). The efforts to argue that the
term “sanctified” refers to Jesus or only
applies to those who thought they were
“sanctified” is an appalling abuse and
reckless twisting of a clear passage of Holy
Scripture.

The Christian can choose to turn his
back on the means of justification (Heb.
10:26), trample the Son of God underfoot
(Heb. 10:29), consider the blood of the
covenant by which he was sanctified a
common thing (Heb. 10:29), and both
insult and resist the Spirit of grace (Heb.
10:29). If such is done without subsequent
repentance, the departing Christian will
experience the certain judgment of God
(Heb. 6:4-6; 10:27, 30-31) and a worse
punishment than physical death (Heb.
10:28-29). Living by faith is a choice! How
can someone retreat from a place they
have never occupied (Heb. 10:32-39)?

We join with the Hebrews writer as he
proclaims, “Beloved, we are confident of
better things concerning you, the things
that accompany salvation, though we
speak in this manner” (Heb. 6:9).

Why Warnings in 2 Peter?

Peter addresses his epistle to those
who had “obtained like precious faith”
with the apostles (2 Pet. 1:1-2). They were
presently participating in the grace and
peace of Christ “through the knowledge
of God and of Jesus our Lord” (2 Pet. 1:2).
The term for “knowledge” (epignosis)
refers to saving, experiential knowledge,
not a mere possession of facts (1 Tim. 2:4;
Heb. 10:26, 2 Pet. 1:2-3; 2:20).

“In the knowledge of God and of Jesus
Christ our Lord” we enjoy:

o “Grace and peace” (2 Pet. 1:2)
« “Divine power” (2 Pet. 1:3)
o Fruitfulness (2 Pet. 1:8)

o Escape from the corruption and pollution
of the world (2 Pet. 1:4; 2:18-22)

o The new birth (2 Pet. 1:3)
o The divine call of the gospel (2 Pet. 1:3)

o Great and precious promises of God (2
Pet. 1:4)

« Forgiveness through the cleansing blood
of Christ (2 Pet. 1:9)

« Participation in the divine nature (2 Pet.
1:4)

« Identity as the chosen and elect (2 Pet.
1:10-11)

o Stability of faith (2 Pet. 1:12-15)

Yet, with all that said, Peter warns his
readers of the danger of being “entangled
again” in their former corruption (2
Pet. 2:18-20) even though they had
experienced the “saving knowledge” of

God. How would one
be ‘entangled again”
in the bondage of
sin if they had never
truly been delivered
from it? How would
the “latter end be
worse for them than
the beginning” if
they had never been
saved in the first
place? How would
the proverbs in these
verses apply if the
Calvinistic teaching
of “once saved, always saved” were true?
According to many, the sow was never
truly washed, but the Scripture says the
opposite. Clearly, one can revert to a
former fallen spiritual condition if they
do not treasure the mercy of the Lord.

Conclusion

These divine warnings are not
intended to discourage or disillusion
us, but call us to focus on Christ and
the hope we enjoy in His love. We do
not live in His grace by ignoring reality,
but by embracing the sacrifice of Jesus
and giving our hearts to Him. Rather
than allowing those who are “untaught
and unstable” to distort and twist the
Scriptures to their own destruction in
the name of “grace,” we must heed God’s
word (2 Pet. 3:16). Peter writes, “You
therefore, beloved, seeing you know
these things beforehand, beware lest you
also, being led away with the error of the
wicked, fall from your own steadfastness;
but grow in the grace and knowledge
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To
Him be the glory, both now and forever.
Amen” (2 Pet. 3:17-18).

Briace has labored with the Highway
65 church of Christ in Conway, AR,
since 2004, He and his wife, Rachel,
Tave one child. The church website =
hwyt5churchofchrist.org. He can be
reschied at brochuckl@aol.com.
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Life in the Spirit

The Victory of the Spirit

by Shane Carrington

The Holy Spirit guides us to the ultimate victory of our final resurrection through “the message of truth, the gospel of your

salvation” (Eph. 1:13; Rom. 8:2).

Introduction: The Victory of
the Spirit (Rom. 8:23-25)

As sojourners dwelling in a broken
world, we experience a great deal of loss.
We suffer in our health, homes, and
hearts. At times, fault may lie with us; in
other instances, we might be innocent
observers. Such is our lot in life.

Sin complicates this picture. Whether
ours or someone else’s, sin is sometimes at
the heart of our struggles. Since entering
the scene (Gen. 3), sin has contributed
to our challenges (remember Gen. 4-11).
Fortunately, it can be forgiven and
eternal consequences erased, but earthly
consequences may remain for a lifetime,
continuing to compound our struggles
with temptation.

But in all these things we
overwhelmingly conquer through Him
who loved us (Rom. 8:37).

God, through His Son and the
revealing work of the Spirit, entrusts us
with the tools of victory. We overcome
through God’s mercy and grace.

In Romans 8, Paul discusses the
Holy Spirit’s work in our hope. He is
integral to our direction, protection, and
consolation. Consider three things from
this great text.

Redemption from Our Past
(Rom. 8:2-4)

Therefore, there is now no
condemnation for those who are in
Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of
life in Christ Jesus has set you free from
the law of sin and of death (Rom. 8:1-2).

16

We are familiar with the Father’s saving
plan (Rom. 1:1-4, 16-17; Eph. 1:3-6) and
Christ’s redeeming work (Rom. 7:24-25a;
Eph. 1:6-7), but the Holy Spirit also plays
an essential role in our forgiveness. There
is “no condemnation. . . in Christ Jesus” is
further explained: “For the law of the Spirit
of life in Christ Jesus has set you free. . !
How would we know of redemption in
Jesus apart from the work of the Holy
Spirit? Thankfully, He revealed the gospel
of our redemption (Rom. 1:16-17; John
16:13-15; Eph. 3:3-5; 6:17).

Strength in Our Present (Rom.
8:4-11)

.. .the mind set on the Spirit is life and
peace (Rom. 8:6).

.. .if by the Spirit you are putting to
death the deeds of the body, you will
live (Rom. 8:13b).

Becoming a Christian is only the
beginning of our journey. Walking in the
Spirit demands transformation. We must
grow into the image of Christ (Rom. 8:29-
30; 12:1-2; Eph. 4:11-16). The Holy Spirit
plays a vital role in this.

Sound physical health requires
proper nutrition and exercise. The same
necessities lead to spiritual soundness.
God’s word supplies the nutrition we
need for spiritual health and growth.
Jesus, quoting Deuteronomy 8:3, said,
“Man shall not live on bread alone, but
on every word that proceeds out of the
mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4). Christians
should crave the “milk” of God’s word to
grow from spiritual infancy to adulthood
(1 Pet. 2:1-2). Believers need to graduate
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from “only milk” to “solid food” in order
to become “mature” in Christ (Heb. 5:12-
14). Spiritual maturity includes disciples
having “their senses trained [“exercised,’
NK]JV] to discern good and evil” (Heb.
5:14) through “practice” We need
spiritual exercise to progress from the
“milk” of the word to “solid food” in order
to grow in discernment.

From where does this spiritual
nourishment come? The “law of the Spirit
of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from
the law of sin and death” (Rom. 8:2). The
Holy Spirit revealed the “perfect law of
liberty” (Jas. 1:25) by inspiring the apostles
and prophets to both speak and write it
(Eph. 3:5). By reading, we understand this
message (Eph. 3:3-5) and “grow in respect
to salvation” (1 Pet. 1:22-2:2).

We are strengthened by the Holy
Spirit, being vitalized by God’s word.
Cleaving to His precious word, we
“walk. . . according to the Spirit” (Rom.
8:4) and “set” our “minds on the things. . .
of the Spirit” (Rom. 8:5). This focus brings
us “life and peace” (Rom. 8:6). God’s
people have always known that His word
has such power (Deut. 8:3). The New
Testament more fully discloses that the
Holy Spirit has always been the revealer
of this life-giving, strength-infusing word
(John 16:13-15; 20:30-31).

Eternal Glory in Our Future
(Rom. 8:18-25)

.. .we ourselves, having the first fruits
of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan
within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our
adoption as sons, the redemption of our
body (Rom. 8:23).



There is a lot of groaning in Romans 8:

o Christians face the struggle of walking
in the flesh versus walking in the spirit
(8:3-17).

o We groan, experiencing “the sufferings of
this present time” (Rom. 8:18).

« Through the use of personification,
“creation” (8:18-25) groans.

o As disciples of Christ, “having the first
fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves
groan within ourselves. . ” (Rom. 8:23).
Instead of being limited to the apostles,
this applies to all believers (see Rom.
1:13-15; 7:4; 8:1-4; 12:1-3; 1 Cor. 16:15;
Gal. 5:22-25; Eph. 5:6-13; Phil. 1:9-11;
Col. 1:3-10; Jas. 1:18; Rev. 14:4).

« Even the faithful struggle with the burden
(2 Cor. 5:4) of “groanings too deep for
words” when they pray (Rom. 8:26-27,
34).

« We also groan in “tribulation, distress,
persecution, famine, nakedness, peril, or
sword” (Rom. 8:35), “being put to death
all day long” and “considered sheep to be
slaughtered” (Rom. 8:36).

As followers of Jesus, we understand
struggles. In Christ, we embrace hope.

Every reputable commentator
recognizes a powerful use of
personification in this passage through
the use of the word “creation” (Rom.
8:19-23). Personification is when
human attributes are given to non-
human objects. In high school, my
English teacher’s wall donned a poster
of a football wearing a royal crown
and holding a scepter, exclaiming,
“Personification: ‘In the fall, King Football

reigns.” In Texas, that is the truth!

Yet, the power of personification is
not in merely giving human attributes to
non-human objects. It also indicates man’s
reaction to the object under discussion.
During fall, football is “king” in Texas,
because people are consumed with
football. Similarly, God making “the dawn
and the sunset shout for joy” means, “They
who dwell in the ends of the earth stand in
awe of Your signs” (Ps. 65:8) as they behold
His beauty and power in both dawn and
sunset. Additionally, “The mountains
skipped like rams. . ” (Ps. 114:4) describes

the joy of God’s ancient people “When
Israel went forth from Egypt” (Ps. 114:1-2),
being delivered by His hand.

In Romans 8, humans are the ones in
peril; Christians are the ones with hope.
Rocks, trees, and flowers are not the
subjects of hope in this chapter, so when
Paul writes, “the creation itself also will be
set free from its slavery to corruption into
the freedom of the glory of the children
of God” (Rom. 8:21), he is not describing
a future renovation of the material world.
Rather, this context describes hope for
disciples, who are part of this creation,
yet living in hope of final victory: “the
freedom of the glory of the children of
God?” That is personification!

To summarize,

o “The anxious longing of the creation”
describes God’s people awaiting their
hope as His children (Rom. 8:19). So also
with . .the glory that is to be revealed to
us” (Rom. 8:18). This anticipates the final
resurrection!

o Paul’s statement, “ . .the creation was
subjected to futility,” describes the
struggle Christians face in this broken
world, while still retaining ultimate hope
(Rom. 8:20; cf. 8:24-25). This anticipates
the final resurrection!

o His assertion, “the creation itself also will
be set free from its slavery to corruption,”
describes the hope of Christians, because
we will ultimately experience “the
freedom of the glory of the children of
God” (Rom. 8:21). This anticipates the
final resurrection!

o When the inspired apostle says “the whole
creation groans” (Rom. 8:22), he means
that all humanity experiences anguish
in this life. Even “we ourselves, having
the first fruits of the Spirit” (Rom. 8:23)
means that disciples are not exempted
from this groaning. Yet, we do so with
hope, for we are “waiting eagerly for our
adoption as sons, the redemption of our
body” (Rom. 8:23). This anticipates the
final resurrection!

This moves us to wait eagerly and
persevere for this hope (Rom. 8:24-25)
which is described in this great section as. . .

« “the glory that is to be revealed to us”
(Rom. 8:18).
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o “the revealing of the sons of God” (Rom.
8:19).

o being “set free from its [by
personification, “our”—SC] slavery to
corruption into the freedom of the glory
of the children of God” (Rom. 8:21).

« “our adoption as sons, the redemption of
our body” (Rom. 8:23), which is our final,
bodily resurrection (cf. 1 Cor. 15; 2 Cor.
4:16-5:11).

What a blessed hope Jesus, through
the Spirit, gives! In this usage of figurative
language, God powerfully declares our
eternal hope in Jesus!

This passage extensively discusses the
victory of Christians (Rom. 8:1-18; 23-
39). Rather than viewing the four verses
in between (Rom. 8:19-22) as a discussion
of victory for the flowers, trees, rivers, etc.
in a renovated earth theory, why not view
those verses contextually, through the lens
of personification, as describing Christians
and their victory through Christ? We
are new creations in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17)
living in a broken, temporary creation (2
Pet. 3:3-13), awaiting deliverance through
resurrection (1 Cor. 15) to share in eternal
glory with Jesus in heaven (1 Thess. 4:13-
18; John 14:1-6; 17:4-5; 1 Pet. 1:3-4). We
groan, but in hope!

Conclusion

Discipleship is not always easy, but
the Spirit brings us victory. Our struggles
give way to glory (Rom. 8:16, 18, 21, 28-
30), which endues us with hope (8:20, 24-
25), “life and peace” (Rom. 8:6), and “a
spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry
out, Abba! Father!” (Rom. 8:15). Through
the plan of our Heavenly Father, the
redeeming work of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, and the life-giving word
inspired by the Holy Spirit, we have a rich
heritage in Christ. May we live in this hope
by honoring God with our entire being.

Shane has worked with the Southside
church of Christ in Sulphur Springs,

TX, since 1999, He and his wite, Kelly,
have two children. The church wehsite
is churchofichristss.com. He can be
reached at bshanecgmac.oom.

Shane Camington
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By Bobby L. Graham

QUESTION.

ANSWER.

Question:

Was it just the apostles or the 120
disciples who were baptized in the Holy
Spirit in Acts 2?

Answer:

Though it is correct that the 120 were
gathered with the apostles in chapter
1, it cannot be established that they
were present on Pentecost some days
later when the Holy Spirit descended in
fulfillment of the Lord’s promise (Acts
1:5; 2:1-4; John 14-16). Neither were they
mentioned in Acts 2, nor is there any
reason to conclude they were then present
with the twelve apostles. On the other
hand, there is much evidence to conclude
that it was the twelve who were being
immersed in the Holy Spirit.

How many were baptized in the Holy
Spirit on the day of Pentecost?

The original promise of Holy Sprit
baptism given by John concerning the
work of Jesus Christ, in contrast to John’s
own work, certainly was later narrowed
by Jesus Himself when speaking to the
twelve about the work which they would
begin on Pentecost (Acts 1:5).

The gathering of the apostles and the
120 in Acts 1:15ff was preparatory to
the events of Pentecost. The first chapter
closes by referring to the apostles in verse
26, now supplemented by the Lord’s
choice of Matthias, evidently focusing
upon the very ones with whom Luke
would start his presentation of Pentecost
events in chapter two.

Because pronouns have antecedents
(nouns or pronouns referred to), we look
for the antecedent of “they”in Acts 2:1.
The rule is to find the closest noun or
pronoun to which “they” could refer. It is
the noun “apostles” in Acts 1:26. Nowhere
do the 120 appear after the sole mention
in 1:15. Because of the time lapse between
the events in chapter one and chapter two,

it becomes imperative to omit the 120 as a
possible identification of “they” in chapter
two.

Chapter two furnishes multiple
references to the apostles: they were all
together in one place (v. 1); the sound of
a rushing strong wind filled the house
where they were sitting (v. 2); tongues
appeared and rested upon each of them
(v. 3); now filled with the Spirit, they
spoke in other languages, as the Spirit
caused them to speak (v. 4); the ones thus
speaking were Galileans, as the apostles
were (v. 7; cf. 1:11); Peter and the eleven
other apostles spoke in explanation and
defense of the events of the day (v. 14);
the “they” of Luke’s account now become
“we” in Peter’s affirmation, because he
associates himself with the other apostles
as witnesses of the resurrected Jesus (v.
32).

To deduce that more than the apostles
were included in the fulfillment of the
Lord’s promise of baptism in the Holy
Spirit is to strain the passages where the
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promise and those where its fulfillment
appear. This is how many false ideas/
doctrines begin: by reading into passages
what is not necessarily implied therein.

There is an adequate basis for
teaching that the apostles received Holy
Spirit baptism in Acts 2, but there is no
foundation for affirming that others did!
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Archaeology

The Tomb of Lazarus

by Barry Britnell

The tomb of Lazarus may be difficult to visit, but if you can get there, it can teach you life’s most important lesson.

I love leading Bible study tours Bethany in 2004. That wall has turned the  a few days before Jesus’s arrival. Being
to Israel. I love helping my travelers simple 10-minute walk from the Mount overcome with grief, sharing in Mary’s
understand the land better and how it of Olives into a complicated 40-minute sense of loss, Jesus wept (v. 35). Then our
relates to Scripture. Probably one of the bus ride. Consequently, as tourism Lord raised His friend from the dead,

hardest jobs is deciding what to see. With  dropped off, economic growth in the city ~ saying, “Lazarus, come forth” (vs. 43)!
so much to see in Israel, I have to be very ~ has been curtailed.
selective about how to spend our time.
Unfortunately, there are a few places that
we cannot regularly visit. One of those

In 2017, I traveled to Bethany as part
In John 11, we read the touching story  of a trip with the Appian Media team.
of Jesus traveling to the town of Bethany =~ We went there to film a scene for our

. to visit His friends, Mary, Martha, and Following the Messiah video series at the
places is Bethany. Lazarus. Sadly, Lazarus had passed away tomb of Lazarus.
The town of Bethany
sits on the southeastern
slope of the Mount of

Olives. In the book of
John, we learn that the
city was about two miles
from Jerusalem (John
11:18). Jesus would
often visit this city. Not
only did He have friends
who lived there, but its
location allowed Him

to be close to Jerusalem,
while being far enough
away from the crowds
to relax.

Today, visiting the
town of Bethany is not
as easy as one might
think. Theoretically, if
you were standing on
the top of the Mount of
Olives, you should be
able to walk east a few
minutes and arrive in
the city. Unfortunately,
because of political
turmoil, a protective
barrier wall was built
just outside the city of Caption 1: Stairway to Vestibule Caption 2: Inner Chamber
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Caption 3: Entrance to the tomb of Lazarus in Bethany.

To access the tomb, we had to walk
several minutes before coming to a rock
opening under a nondescript metallic
sign that simply said, “Lazarus Tomb.
Entering the opening, we descended a
couple dozen uneven steps to a small
outer room perhaps six feet across. In the
bottom of the floor were three small steps.
By descending those steps and crawling
on our knees for several feet, we entered
a small rock-encased inner chamber.
Tradition holds that the outer room was
the vestibule with the inner chamber
being the actual burial room, which
contained the body of Lazarus.

There is probably no way to prove
conclusively if this site is the actual
location of the events recorded in John
11. Even if it is authentic, the rooms
and the area around the tomb would
have been changed over the centuries.
Therefore, it currently looks nothing like
what it would have during the time of
Jesus.

So, why bring all of this up? Well,
think about the irony. If you travel to
Bethany today and ask to see the tomb
of Lazarus, no one asks you if you want
to see his final tomb. They automatically
know that you are asking about his first
tomb. If you ask to be taken to his final
tomb, no one knows where it is located.
Everyone who has already died has a
final tomb, or a place that contains their
earthly remains. However, Lazarus was
special. He had a first tomb, and he had a
final tomb.

What was the difference between these
two tombs? Simple. The difference was
Jesus.

Lazarus’ first tomb was his final tomb
until Jesus came to Bethany and raised
him from the dead. Subsequently, Lazarus
would need another final tomb. A tomb
that would be eventually forgotten in
history because it did not have what the
first tomb had: Jesus.

What is the lesson we can learn from
the arduous journey into Bethany to see
the tomb of Lazarus? In every aspect of
life. . . and even in death. . . Jesus is what
makes all the difference.

Barry is the founder of Exploring Bible

Lamdds, LLC (exploringbiblefands.com)
aned keads Bible Stody tours 1o the land
of Israed, He also works with Applan
Media {appianmedizong) to produce

bibfically sound videos used in teaching
others about the Bible. Barry and his
wife, Tahatha, have three children and
live in Athens, AL and worship with the
Capshaw church of Christ

Barry Britnell
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A Christian is.. 13 lessons Examines the terms used in the Bible to describe a Christian. Mike Willis $10.97
Abstain From Every Form of Evil 21 lessons on moral issues facing all Christians Variows Authors 510,97
Angels and Other Created Spiritual Beings 13 lessons giving a greater understanding and appreciation for these divine ambassadors from God  Michael Hardin 51097

The Bible and Contemporary Churches 14 lessons studying contemporary (denominational] churches and what the Bible says Various Authors - $10.97
Biblical Guidance Through The Stages of Life 7 lessons covering every stage of life from childhood to old age Kyle Pape 51097
The Changing Face of Denominationalism 13 lessons discussing  how Christian denominations in America have deviated from scripture Kyle Pope 510487
Christians in a Secular Age 16 lessons encowraging Christians to stand for the absolute truth as presented in God's word Mike Willis 51097
Church History 14 lessons discussing the origin and growth of the Lord’s Chisrch and denominations Aude McKee 510.97
Thee Church: A Biblical Perspective 14 lessons covering the foundation, name, organization, mission, and discipline in the Lord’s Church L. A Stauffer 510,97
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The Course of This World 13 lessons about following the will of God in our speech, dress, and activities Ed Bragwell, 5r.  $10.97
Create In Me A Clean Heart 13 lessons addressing issues of anger, pride, lust, selfishness, anxiety, lack of brother love, and more Various Authors - 510,97
Establishing and Applying Bible Authority 13 lessons considering how to establish and apply Bible authority for church action Mark Mayberry 51097
Evangelizing The Lost 12 lessons on personal evangelism covering how to prepare ta share the plan for salvation Charles Goodall 51097
Evidences for Qur Faith 13 lessons exploring different types of evidences that serve to bolster faith in the Bible and Jesus Various Authars 510,97
Farnilies Serving God Through the Ages 13 lessons encouraging families to serve in different capacities at home and in the world Royce DeBerry 51097
Family Life: A Biblical Perspective 13 lessons on marriage, dating, training children, and building a Christ centered home L. A Stauffer 51097
Give Account of Your Stewardship 13 lessons on the giving of your time, talent. and treasure in your everyday life Variows Authors 510,87
God’s Perfiect Plan 26 lessons that thoroughly cover the plan of salvation Kelly Ellis 510497
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God's Plan far Parenting 13 lessons covering the need for Godly parents, changes in routines, discipline, and roles Various Authors 51087
Harmony in the Home 13 lessans on developing meral character so the home can then function as God desires Mike Willis 510.97
Histary of the Church in the First Century 13 lessons on the history of the church from its beginning through the first century Greg Litmer 51097
History of the Church Through the Ages 13 lessons studying the church from the 2nd century through the Restoration Gregq Litmer 51097
History of the Chiurch: The Restoration 13 lessons on the early work of restoration preachers, and discusses the basis for the separation of ) jrncor §1097
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The Holy Spirit - His Personality and Work 13 lessons to help ground fundamental truths regarding the Holy Spirit Michael Hardin 510,97
Indestructible Foundations 8 lessons on fundamentals of Christianity, can be used in converting and reinforcing these truths Peter J. Wilson 510,97
The Intertestament Period 13 lessens that overview Jewish history, the roman period, and the intertestamental literature Mike Willls 510,97
Jesus The | AM 13 lessons studying the " am” statements of Jesus Various Authors 510,97
Leadership in the Church 13 lessons designed to show that spiritual growth is the key to leadership Ron Halbrook 51097
Learning to Deny Seff 13 lessons centering around Mark 8:34 Donnie Rader 1097
Leaving A Lasting Spiritual Legacy 13 lessons giving practical skills for becoming a Godly husband and father Matt Hennecke 510,97
Let's Study Prayer 13 lessons on the subject of prayer Walton Weaver 51097
Let's Study the Holy Spirit 13 lessons on thie Holy Spirit Michael Vierheller 510,97
The Lord's Supper 13 lessons on the proper institution of the Loed’s Supper Dick Blackford 510,97
Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage 13 lessons addressing the various doctrines taught on divorce and remarriage Donnie Rader 51097
Minor Bible Characters 13 lessons on life applications we can learn from minor characters Heath Rogers 1097
The Miraches of Jesus 27 lessons on the miracles, healings, and teachings of Jesus Various Authors. 51097
The New Testament Church 52 lessons teaching on the nature, origin, missian, identity, and leadership of the Lord's Church Roy E. Cogdill 51297
Mow That You Are In Christ 13 lessons that ground new Christians In their basic responsibifities after becoming a child of God Mason Harris 51097
Our Lord Jesus Chirist 13 lessons focusing on the different aspectsiqualities of Jesus Various Authors. 51087
The Parables of Jesus 26 lessons on the parables of Jesus Various Authors 51097
Passing the Torch 13 lessons that use scripture to combat controversies of modern day and the past Mike Willis 51097
Preparing To Teach Our Neighbors 13 lessons looking at doctrines and arguments we face in our efforts to lead our neighbors to Christ  Max Tice $10.97
Profiting From The Parables 19 lessons on the central part of the Lord's teachings and the study of His life Johnny Stringer 510,97
The Providence of God 13 lessons exploring the ways that God interacts with mankind through history Gene Tope 510,97
Esis:tt':r;,i::‘lal!:nand Authority in the ;l?;;e;;:;:ge::i:i:? how to apply the principles of biblical authority in the lives of both individuals Various Authors. $10.97
Seeking The Lost 13 lessens based on the baptisms and conversions in the book of Acts Quentin McCay 510,97
The Sermon on the Mount 13 lessans based on Matthew 5-7 John Smith 1097
Spiritual Growth and Development 13 lessons on the responsibilities of Christians in everyday life and the influence it has on others Michael Hardin 51097
Teach Us to Pray 13 lessons on prayer Donnie Rader s1097
Teachinig: The Heart of the Matter ::E;fquox:nthe teaching and learning process in bible classes, Includes activities and motivation ot Srith $1097
Then Carmes the End 17 lessons on death, the afterlifie, the second coming, premillennialism, and the judgment Mike Willis 51097
Troubded Over Many Things 12 lessons on coping with death, worry, divorce, addiction, family discord and more Connie Adams 510,97
Wa{king by Ifaith'. A Study of 16 Iess.l::n.i on the.bil:ﬂical outline of the Mission of the Church and the issues that divided churches Roy Coadil 51297
Institutionalism of Christ in the mid-20th century (sequel to The New Testament Church)

We Gather Together 13 lessons covering how and why we worship God each the Lord's Day Mike Willis 51097
What Is the Christian Life? 12 lessons on the values and sacrifices of being a Christian Lewis Willis 51097
Work and Qualifications of Eidersand. 15 esons on the quaifications of elders, deacons, and their wives Mike Willis 510,97
World Religions 13 lessons examining the largest world religions and cults Rick Billingsley 51097
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Mentoring

Mentoring Parents

by Chris Reeves

Parenting is filled with “fun times” and some “not-so-fun times.” Yet, there is no need for worry because God provides three
biblical principles to help parents through all such times.

Introduction

Despite what you might have heard
from some in our society, being a parent
is wonderful. Children are such a blessing
and a heritage from the Lord (Ps. 127:3)!
They can love you like no other can. I
was blessed to be one of eight children—
“Thanks Dad and Mom!” When I think
of the four children that have been born
to my wife and me, I feel blessed as well.

Parenting is pleasing and beautiful.
It is very rewarding and filled with
“fun times.” There are all the hugs, the
kisses, and the “I love you’s” There are
memorable moments, play times, story
times, craft times, family outings, and
vacation times together.

Nonetheless, parenting also includes
“not-so-fun times.” There are times of
disobedience, pouting, crying, hitting,
acting out, frustration, rebellion,
arguing, disagreement, etc. Without
doubt, parenting is sometimes tiring and
difficult. Yet, we must press on through
the hard times of parenting. If we do
what is right, even though it is hard, we
as parents will be rewarded with children
who grow to love the Lord.

I think the “fun times” of parenting are

pretty much common sense and natural.
However, the “not-so-fun times” may be
a little more challenging to navigate, so
let me offer some mentoring advice in
those areas. Like Eli (1 Sam. 3:13) and
David (1 Kings 1:6), many parents today
take a passive and permissive approach
to parenting, so it would do us all well
to remember the following three biblical
principles.

Discipline over Disobedience

Today, I see many parents who are not
disciplining their children. Discipline is
simply teaching and training with words.
It also contains a corporal punishment
component. There are several places
in Sacred Scripture which offer divine
counsel on raising your children in the
right way. Here, let me just focus on what
I call “proverbs on parenting”

First, there are proverbs telling parents
that they should teach and train their
children to know the right information:
namely, God’s word. Fathers and mothers
are to “train up a child in the way that he
should go. . ” (Prov. 22:6; see also Prov.
1:8-9; 4:1-4; 6:20-23; 13:1).

Second, there are the proverbs telling
parents that they should reprove and

rebuke their children (Prov. 3:11-12;
15:5). Sometimes children misbehave
and parents should firmly say “No!”

and mean it. Parents, it'’s O.K. to scold,
reprimand, and be critical of your child’s
bad behavior. Parents, love your children
enough to say “No!” to anything that will
hurt them physically or spiritually. Set
your rules and boundaries. Then keep
them. Never make empty promises or idle
threats. Don’t lump all behavior in the “it
was just an accident” or “they just have

a free spirit” categories. Some behavior

is purely misbehavior, and it needs to be
treated as such.

Third, there are proverbs telling
parents that they should corporally
discipline their children (Prov. 13:24;
19:18; 22:15; 23:13-14; 29:15, 17). If
there is one area of parenting today
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that is sorely lacking, it is this: corporal
punishment (spanking). Yes, the rod
(spanking) that is encouraged in these
proverbs is just as much God’s wisdom as
any other part of the Bible. That doesn’t
mean you should physically abuse your
child, but sometimes a child needs a good
spanking on the back side.

When you spank, be in control, be
firm, be consistent, and be immediate.
State your disappointment in the child
clearly and the need for a change of
behavior without using demeaning
language. Explain why you are spanking
and use it as an opportunity to teach.
Give positive reinforcement and reaffirm
your love for them. Start early in life.
Later, as they get older, you can transition
to other forms of punishment, such as
removing their privileges, their cell phone
and T'V time, etc. Parents, love your
children enough to discipline them when
necessary.

Spiritual Mindedness over
Worldly Mindedness

Today, I see many parents who are
taking care of the physical needs of
their children, which is commendable;
however, they are not taking care of their
child’s spiritual needs. Remember to
focus on the spiritual over the physical.
Our children need physical things like
food, shelter, and clothing, of course. Yes,
when they get older, they may need other
things too, like the dreaded cell phone.
Yet, in providing all these physical things,
parents must never neglect their primary
duty: causing their children to focus on
God, His word, and His worship.

Here are a few things that parents can
do to emphasize spiritual-mindedness in
their children. First, parents can purpose
that they and their children will put God
first in their hearts (Matt. 22:37). Second,
parents should be spiritually minded
themselves (2 Tim. 1:5; 3:15). Children
should see their parents reading the Bible
at home, praying often, attending worship
services regularly, doing good works
toward others, talking about spiritual
things in the car, or at home, and taking

part in singings, gospel meetings, home
Bible studies, or visitations. Parents,
include your children in these activities
as well. Third, parents can control
worldly minded influences that often
come into the home. They can give their
children refuge and protection from

the worldliness that is often associated
with friends, social media, the internet,
technology, cell phones, education, etc.

In the Old Testament, we read of
the heinous and grotesque act of child
sacrifice (Lev. 18:21; Deut. 18:10; 2
Kings 16:3; etc.). Can you believe that
Canaanite and Israelite parents would
burn their own children? Its outrageous!
Nevertheless, many parents today
continue to sacrifice their children—
Not literally, but spiritually! They
sacrifice their children on the altar
of contemporary ideologies (trans-
genderism), work, time, popularity,
materialism, education, pleasure, and
permissiveness. Some parents are
“without natural affection” (Rom. 1:31)
and do not truly love their children
(Titus 2:4). Parents, focus on your child’s
spiritual-mindedness and never sacrifice
them on the altar of the world.

Inward Character over
Outward Appearance
Today, I see many parents who are

more worried about their child’s outward
appearance than in cultivating their

inward character. They give their children
all the nicest clothes, food, toys, and other

things, but fail to develop their child’s
inner character. They are concerned
with their child’s physical, social, and
academic growth, but not their spiritual
or religious growth (see Luke 2:52).

Consider a few basic things that
children must learn as they are growing
in order to develop their inner character,
be right with God, and go to heaven.
Children must learn basic respect for
authority and for others. Children must
learn the basic capacity to believe (trust)
in God and care for others. Children
must develop a proper view of self,
friends, work, and life. Children must

learn basic character values such as
honesty, kindness, truth, love, sacrifice,
hard work, generosity, optimism,
perseverance, orderliness, responsibility,
modesty, loyalty, patience, justice,
humility, friendship, and patriotism.
Children must learn basic practices or
habits like daily Bible reading, prayer,
worshipping God, and godly living.
Finally, children must learn the answers
to life’s basic questions like, “Who am
1?7 “Where did I come from?” “Why am
I here?” and “Where am I going after I
die?” Parents, if you don’t teach these
basic things to your children, who will?
Give priority to your child’s inward
character development.

Conclusion

I could say much more, but these three
biblical principles will give parents a good
starting point for raising godly children.
My closing prayer for all parents is taken
from Psalm 115:14, which reads, “The
Lord increase you more and more, you
and your children.” I truly believe if we,
as parents, give our children discipline,
spiritual-mindedness, and inward
character, the good Lord will bless us and
increase us bountifully.

Chais has preached for the Warfield
B, church of Christ in Clarksyille,
TH, since 2016, He and his wife,

(heri, have four children and two
grandchildren. His Bible study website
is thegoadteacher.com. The church
website s wheocorg. He can be reachad
at chrisreevesmail@gmail com.
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Voices of Youth

Look at the Birds

by Ethan Maxey

Something that I have battled since coming to college is anxiety. I know that God has provided me with lots of opportunities
to grow in this. Satan will always provide many reasons to be anxious.

Introduction

Last semester I was overcome with
intense anxiety. Every day was such a
battle. I would wake up in dread of my life
and of the day, suffer mentally all day, and
then go to sleep in fear that the next day
would be the same.

I remember one particular day that
was probably the worst of them all. It
was a Friday. I slept in until 2:00 in the
afternoon. I skipped all my classes. I was
seriously planning to stay in my room
all day. I was anxious about my life, and
I was afraid to leave my room. I did not
want to see anyone because I did not want
anyone to see me.

I remember sitting on my couch,
reading my Bible, and praying. I was
flipping through pages, searching and
praying for something from God. . .
anything. . . but found no answers. Then I
prayed to God again, and said something
like, “God, I know You can do all things.
I know that Your word is living and
active. I am feeling so anxious and lost. I
don’t know what to do. I'm having such
a difficult time seeing what You want me
to do. Please help me.” I opened my Bible.
What did I open to? Matthew 6. Right
there screaming at me from the page,
“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious
about your life” (Matt. 6:25, emphasis
mine—EM). I literally and immediately
responded, “How!!!??2” 1 continued
reading. Jesus instructed me to . .look at
the birds” (Matt. 6:26).
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So, I thought to myself: “I need to go
look at some birds!” I immediately got
up. I grabbed my keys and hit the road—
hunting for birds. I eventually discovered
this park about five minutes from school
that had a plethora of birds. Specifically,
there were these white birds with long red
beaks and radiant blue eyes. Most people
think they are annoying, but they became
extremely special to me. Nearly every day
for the following two weeks, I went to
look at those birds. I would talk to God
about my life and record my thoughts
in a journal. I learned some things by
watching these birds.

Birds Are Not Anxious

Because God Provides for Them

While looking at the birds, I remember
thinking to myself, “Why does this bird
have no problems?” I would come to the
park feeling like my world was ending,
and these birds were always there, just
living their lives. That sometimes annoyed
me, i.e., God’s creation being constant.
Then I realized. . . This bird doesn’t
have problems because God provides
everything it needs to be fulfilled! “Look
at the birds of the air. They neither sow
nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are
you not of more value than they?” (Matt.
6:26). God provides for the birds. “Who
provides for the raven its prey when its
young ones cry to God for help, and
wander about for lack of food” (Job.
38:41).
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Because They Do What God Made
Them to Do

I then asked myself, “Why does this
bird even exist? Why does it do what it
does?” because God so made it. Then it
hit me: If this bird isn’t anxious about life
and if God gives it everything, it needs to
live a fulfilled life on earth. .. why am I
anxious? Am I not of more value than
many birds? Jesus so affirmed. God takes
care of His creation. He also cares for us.
He gives us everything we need to live a
fulfilled life—just like the birds. . . but way

more!

Because They Proclaim the Wis-
dom of God

Job affirmed that even birds proclaim
the works and wisdom of God. “But now
ask. . . the birds of the air, and they will
tell you. . . that the hand of the LORD
has done this, in whose hand is the life
of every living thing, And the breath of
all mankind? . . . With Him are wisdom
and strength. He has counsel and
understanding (Job 12:7-13). As a part of
God’s creation, birds declare the glory, the
power, and the invisible attributes of God
(Ps. 19:1f; Rom. 1:20).

Anxiety Is a Distraction

Why do we get anxious? Satan loves
anxiety. Why? Because anxiety causes us
to be distracted. Anxiety is distraction.
When I am anxious, I am not thinking
about God, or His will for me, or the



promises He made to me. I am not
thinking about people surrounding me.
AllT can think about is. . . whatever is
giving me anxiety.

We don’t notice the amazing things
with which God has filled our lives every
moment. Someone once told me:

It's amazing being a Christian because
our past is forgiven, our future is in
God’s hands, and all that leaves is the
present moment in which we live. If, in
that moment, you're doing your best to
love God and others, then you can truly
be anxious for nothing. Why? Because,
if God returned at that very moment,
you would spend eternity with Him!

That is why God says in Philippians
4:6-7, “Be anxious for nothing, but in
everything with prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God” (emphasis mine—
EM). Focus on the good and the blessings
that God has bestowed upon you. When
we get anxious, it is always because our
attention is diverted to something outside

of our present control. So, we have to give
it to God, who is always in control!

1 Peter 5:6-7 says it this way, “Humble
yourselves, therefore, under the mighty
hand of God so that at the proper time He
may exalt you, casting all your anxieties
on Him, because He cares for you” Our
duty is clear: be humble and give the cares
of our hearts to God. He will take care
of us. Later, Peter says that Christians
find comfort even in times of distress,

“ . .knowing that the same kinds of
sufferings are being experienced by your
brothers in the world” (1 Pet. 5:9).

Conclusion

As followers of Jesus, we want to love
everybody and bring them closer to
Him. Young people, Satan will try hard
to keep you distracted by various things.
Therefore, “be sober-minded; be watchful.
Your adversary the devil prowls around
like a roaring lion, seeking someone to
devour” (1 Pet. 5:8). He attempts to keep
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us looking only inward. Instead, when
you feel anxious or worried or insecure,
look upward, give your cares to God, and
then look outward. “Submit yourselves
therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he
will flee from you. Draw near to God, and
He will draw near to you” (Jas. 4:7-8). So,
the next time you feel anxiety, don’t forget
to “look at the birds”
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Drifting toward Denominationalism

Theme Summary

by Mark Mayberry

This issue of Truth Magazine focuses upon the danger of drifting toward denominationalism. Like ancient Israel, who
rejected God’s order because they wanted to be like the surrounding nations, some among God’s people today want to
remake the church into a denominational mode.

1. Dismantling Bible Authority

Brethren who drift into
denominationalism question the
legitimacy of command, example, and
necessary inferences (CENI), harping
upon alleged inconsistencies, offering
objections, but providing no solutions. In
the end, those who adopt such a mindset
“throw the baby out with the bath water”
and embrace a host of unscriptural
innovations. In contrast, brethren who
remain faithful will recognize that Jesus,
the apostles, and the entirety of divine
revelation rely upon these three methods
of establishing authority.

2. Deconstructing the Church

In this context, deconstruction means
to “analyze (a text or a conceptual system)
by deconstruction, typically in order to
expose its hidden internal assumptions
and contradictions and subvert its
apparent significance or unity” Brethren
who drift into denominationalism
frequently redefine the church, gospel
preaching, scriptural worship, and local
leadership—replacing the New Testament
pattern with whatever contemporary
model is currently in vogue. In contrast,
brethren who remain faithful will
continue to seek a “Thus saith the Lord”
for all that they preach and practice.

3. Dabbling in Calvinism

Dabbling means literally to “immerse
(one€’s hands or feet) partially in water and
move them around gently,” or figuratively,
it means to “take part in an activity in a
casual or superficial way” Brethren who

drift into denominationalism gradually
adopt Calvinistic concepts. Of course,
they deny the charge, and know enough
to reject the full five-point package, but
still absorb Calvinistic language and
terminology, the assumptions of popular
denominational authors. Brethren

who remain faithful will be attuned to
terminology that is based on erroneous
assumptions and will take necessary
precautions.

4, Dismissing Faithful Counsel

Brethren who drift into
denominationalism frequently dismiss
the writings of faithful brethren, past
and present. They refuse to hear or heed
the warnings of loyal gospel evangelists
and elders. They are unaware (or
unconcerned) that they are traveling in
a direction that leads away from the old
paths (i.e., the straight and narrow way
that leads to life). Brethren who remain
faithful recognize the historical cycles of
apostasy that have affected God’s people
(both in the biblical record and, more
recently, in restoration history) and will
take necessary precautions.

5. Drinking from Broken
Cisterns

Brethren who drift into
denominationalism frequently
seek spiritual enlightenment from
denominational scholars, popular
evangelical writers, or the latest YouTube
sensations. They rarely recognize the
doctrinal assumptions behind the
messages they indiscriminately devour

from Amazon and the internet. In
contrast, faithful brethren will avoid the
trap to which Jeremiah alluded: “For My
people have committed two evils: They
have forsaken Me, the fountain of living
waters, to hew for themselves cisterns,
broken cisterns that can hold no water”
(Jer. 2:13). Instead, they will seek to
tulfill the apostolic mandate: “Be diligent
to present yourself approved to God as

a workman who does not need to be
ashamed, accurately handling the word of
truth” (2 Tim. 2:15).

6. Dwelling on Emotions

Brethren who drift into
denominationalism frequently emphasize
subjective feelings (that arise from
within their quivering hearts or tingling
fingertips) over objective truth (that
comes from the revealed inspired
message of Sacred Scripture), and then
legitimize the former by asserting that
they originate with the Holy Spirit.
While acknowledging that we all have
subjective (i.e., personal) convictions,
faithful brethren understand those views
must be based upon a proper application
of an objective standard: “For I am not
ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power
of God for salvation to everyone who
believes, to the Jew first and also to the
Greek. For in it, the righteousness of
God is revealed from faith to faith; as it
is written, ‘BUT THE RIGHTEOUS man
SHALL LIVE BY FAITH” (Rom. 1:16-
17).
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Drifting toward Denominationalism

Dismantling Bible Authority

by Kyle Pope

Some argue that it is unscriptural to look to commands, examples, and inferences as a way to determine Bible authority. Is
their claim valid? Is this a modern innovation? Should disciples of Christ reject this approach to biblical interpretation?

Introduction

CENT is a popular abbreviation
referring to the different classifications of
evidence used to establish Bible authority.
It stands for “direct COMMAND,
approved apostolic EXAMPLE, and
NECESSARY INFERENCE? In some
circles, CENI is now a bad word. Itis a
target for attack. Those who believe in it
are said to be “legalists” or “Pharisees”
who stand in the way of true “progress,”
growth, and love. These voices argue
that it is an unscriptural, man-made
construct, reflecting modern Western
thought born out of the Enlightenment
but foreign to the biblical world. In
their way of thinking, serving Christ
demands a rejection and deconstruction
of what they see as a “flawed” method of
interpretation (or hermeneutic). Is this
appraisal of CENI valid? Is it indeed an
unbiblical approach to interpretation?
What alternatives are we to consider if
we are urged to disregard the commands,
examples, and inferences offered in
Scripture?

Why Does This Matter?

To answer these objections, we must
first recognize why a sound approach to
biblical interpretation is needed. If all
that our God expects in service to Him
is a broad, varied, and general affection
directed towards Him, then differences in
personal belief and doctrine, variations
in collective practice, and application (or
neglect) of biblical principles don’t even
matter. However, consider a few warnings
and instructions we find in Scripture that
paint a much different picture:

1. There Will Be Those Who Turn
Away from the Truth.

The apostle Paul warned Timothy,
“For the time will come when they
will not endure sound doctrine, but
according to their own desires, because
they have itching ears, they will heap
up for themselves teachers; and they
will turn their ears away from the truth,
and be turned aside to fables” (2 Tim.
4:3-4, NKJV). How are we to determine
what constitutes a turning “away from
the truth” and a rejection of “sound
doctrine”?

2. The Inspired Scriptures
Provide What Is Necessary to
Follow Christ.

Paul wrote, “All Scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness, that the
man of God may be complete, thoroughly
equipped for every good work” (2 Tim.
3:16-17). The words that were being
penned by inspired writers when Paul
wrote this would come to be included
within what he called “All Scripture”
Peter included Paul’s epistles within a
reference to “Scriptures” (2 Pet. 3:16),
and Paul himself told the Corinthians,
“the things which I write to you are the
commandments of the Lord” (1 Cor.
14:37b). So, the Bible is designed to equip
the child of God for “every good work”

3. Scripture Is Understandable.

Speaking of his own knowledge of
God’s revelation to him, Paul told the
Ephesians, “when you read, you may
understand my knowledge in the mystery
of Christ” (Eph. 3:4). While Scripture
is special and unique in that it was
produced by the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit (cf. 2 Pet. 1:21), it is not a riddle or
puzzle that cannot be discerned without
miraculous help. It is a written document
that can be understood just as one
interprets and grasps any other written
material.

4. Disciples of Christ Are to Reject
Doctrinal Error.

The apostle John taught, “Whoever
transgresses and does not abide in the
doctrine of Christ does not have God. He
who abides in the doctrine of Christ has
both the Father and the Son. If anyone
comes to you and does not bring this
doctrine, do not receive him into your
house nor greet him; for he who greets
him shares in his evil deeds” (2 John
9-11). Peter warned that some “twist”
the Scriptures “to their own destruction”
(2 Pet. 3:16). Paul charged Timothy: “Be
diligent to present yourself approved
to God, a worker who does not need
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the
word of truth. But shun profane and
idle babblings, for they will increase to
more ungodliness” (2 Tim. 2:15-16). If
it is possible to “twist” Scripture to one’s
“destruction,” or share in the “evil deeds”
of one who “transgresses” the doctrine
of Christ, how are we to identify the
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“word of truth” from “profane and idle
babblings™?

5. The Lord Wants His People to Be
United in Teaching and Practice.

On the night of His betrayal, after
praying for His apostles, Jesus also prayed
“for those who will believe in Me through
their word; that they all may be one,
as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You;
that they also may be one in Us, that the
world may believe that You sent Me”
(John 17:20b-21). Paul told the divided
Corinthians, “Now I plead with you,
brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that you all speak the same thing,
and that there be no divisions among you,
but that you be perfectly joined together
in the same mind and in the same
judgment” (1 Cor. 1:10). He taught the
same “ways of Christ”—“everywhere in
every church” (1 Cor. 4:17b). Is that still
possible or are we to imagine that Christ
is now pleased with division and different
doctrines “everywhere in every church’?

Is “CENI” Biblical?

We will return to these points
momentarily, but let’s consider the charge
that using commands, examples, and
inferences to discern biblical authority is
a modern innovation. I must admit that
I would find this almost humorous if it

didn't have such serious consequences.
Would we accuse the physicists who first
discovered electrons of introducing a
modern innovation? Of course not! They
simply identified within the natural world
something that had existed from the time
of creation. In the same way, we might
admit that using the words, “approved
apostolic example,” or “necessary
inference,” are relatively modern ways

of identifying biblical evidence, but

the evidence has been there since the
formation of the biblical text. Did ancient
writers respect these types of evidence?
Absolutely!

Commands

In Mosaic Law, the Lord taught,
“Every commandment which I command
you today you must be careful to observe,
that you may live and multiply, and go
in and possess the land of which the
LORD swore to your fathers” (Deut. 8:1).
Under Christ, the apostles were to make
disciples, “teaching them to observe
all things that I have commanded you”
(Matt. 28:20a). Does this mean only
things that were directly stated by Jesus
while He was on earth? No. Remember,
Paul said, “the things which I write
to you are the commandments of the
Lord” (1 Cor. 14:37b). Does this mean
any direct statement in Scripture is
binding? No, some commands recorded

therein are the commandments of men

(cf. Acts 4:18; 5:27-28). In such cases,
“We ought to obey God rather than
men” (Acts 5:29). Isn't that “legalistic” or
being a “Pharisee” No, it is love. Jesus
said, “If you love Me, you will keep My
commandments” (John 14:15, NASB).
So, it is scriptural to look to direct
commands to establish Bible authority.

Examples

In washing the disciples’ feet, Jesus
said, “T have given you an example,
that you should do as I have done to
you” (John 13:15, NKJV). Paul told
the Corinthians, “Imitate me, just as I
also imitate Christ” (1 Cor. 11:1). Does
this mean that every apostolic example
should be followed? No. At first the
apostles deserted Jesus (Mark 14:50),
betrayed Him (John 18:5), or denied Him
(Luke 21:61-62). Later, Peter was not
“straightforward about the truth of the
gospel” (Gal. 2:15). Those are examples
identified in Scripture as bad examples.
We should not follow them. In contrast,
Paul told the Philippians, “The things
which you learned and received and
heard and saw in me, these do, and the
God of peace will be with you” (Phil. 4:9).
So, yes, it is scriptural to follow approved
apostolic examples.
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Inferences

An inference is defined as “a
conclusion reached on the basis of
evidence and reasoning” (New Oxford
American Dictionary). No major English
translation uses the word “inference,”
but several use the word “conclusion””
Solomon ends his own inspired book
by writing, “Let us hear the conclusion
of the whole matter: Fear God and keep
His commandments, for this is man’s
all” (Eccl. 12:13). He draws the inspired
inference from what has previously been
written that reverence and obedience
are the “whole duty of man” (KJV). In
teaching the Corinthians that prayer and
song without understanding are useless,
Paul asks, “What is [the conclusion] then?
I will pray with the spirit, and I will also
pray with the understanding. I will sing
with the spirit, and I will also sing with
the understanding” (1 Cor. 14:15, NKJV).
We note that the editors of the NKJV
supply the words “the conclusion” NASB
instead uses the words “the outcome”” The
text is literally just the question, “What is
it then?” (KJV) or “So what shall T do?”
(NIV). Paul asks the reader to draw an
inference and explains the conclusion
that one should draw. Perhaps the best
example of an inescapable conclusion
in the New Testament is found in
Galatians 3:16, where Paul draws the
inference that the promise of blessing in
Abraham’s “Seed” (not “to seeds”) pointed
specifically to Christ. Here, a conclusion
is drawn based on the singular form
of one word! Clearly, it is scriptural to
look to necessary inferences to establish
biblical authority.

What the Critics Are Missing

As you listen to the arguments made
by critics of CENI, I think there are a few
things they overlook.

1. What's the Alternative?

Ours is not the first generation that
has sought an alternative to objectively
following the text of Scripture. Catholic
and Eastern Orthodox theology rests on

the premise that Scripture and church
tradition stand as co-equal sources for
establishing divine authority. Are we to
accept that alternative? If so, how do we
explain dramatic changes and departures
from consistent teaching within church
tradition?

Some critics charge members of the
church with being inconsistent when
citing evidence from early church writers
in support of the Lord’s Supper on
Sunday or non-instrumental worship
under Christ. The early church did not
form in a vacuum. The writings that have
been preserved after the New Testament
demonstrate both the earliest departures
from the apostolic patterns and examples
of early adherence to the teaching and
practices of the first century. No, they
are not equal in authority to the words of
Scripture, but it is reasonable to consider
their claims in evaluating biblical
evidence (just as they often inform us
about biblical vocabulary).

A premise of Calvinistic and
Charismatic theology is that man
cannot understand Scripture without
the supernatural assistance of the Holy
Spirit. That was not true in the New
Testament. Paul taught that “faith
comes by hearing and hearing by the
word of God” (Rom. 10:17). He told
the Ephesians, “when you read you can
understand” the things he wrote to them
(Eph. 3:4). Now, not all critics of CENI
are Calvinists or Charismatics, but we
must not ignore that often these same
voices devote much energy to convincing
their listeners that the Holy Spirit stands
ready to “do more” in their lives than
they have “allowed Him to” in the past. Is
their alternative to CENI a reliance upon
where they perceive the Holy Spirit is
leading them? If so, isn't it interesting that
so many of these claiming to rely more
on the leading of the Holy Spirit almost
universally are led to reject principles
demonstrated in the text inspired by
the Holy Spirit? Have we forgotten that,
“God is not the author of confusion but
of peace, as in all the churches of the
saints” (1 Cor. 14:33)? I fear that often,
the motive behind this opposition to

CENI stems from a personal desire to do
things brethren through the years have
deemed unscriptural. If so, and they are
interpreting their own strong desires as
the leading of the Holy Spirit, I would
call them to remember the warning given
to Ezekiel, “Thus says the Lord GOD:
‘Woe to the foolish prophets, who follow
their own spirit and have seen nothing!”
(Ezek. 13:3).

2. What Does This Say about
Scripture?

If the inspired text is not a document
that can be evaluated and understood
by carefully considering what it states
directly, describes through narrative,
allowing the reader to draw conclusions
from things it indirectly addresses,
then what is it? Is it a code? Is it one big
metaphor? Is it meant to entertain? Is it
a fable to lead us to a larger moral truth,
irrespective of the specifics it uses to tell
us the story? Over the years, many have
tried to reduce the Bible to things such
as these and far worse. If that is what the
Bible is, then nothing really matters! You
do your thing, I'll do mine!

The problem is that this not what
Scripture says about itself. Jesus said we
will be judged by His words (John 12:47-
48). He said His disciples must follow
His commands (Matt. 28:20). Will those
who exhort us to reject CENI argue with
Jesus? No, but they will probably argue
about which commands to follow. Isn't
that the point? Isn’t that using CENT?
How can you prove to me, or how can I
prove to you that something is binding?
By appealing to biblical evidence! So,
you say “not all examples are binding!”
Fair enough. If we see biblical variation
in following a command (eg., where to
meet) we can conclude that there are
multiple ways to keep the command.
Yet, if it’s done only one way, where is
your proof that I can rest my soul upon
the fact that we can do it many different
ways?
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3. How Does This Impact Other
Biblical Principles?

Let’s return to the five points we
mentioned in the beginning. Many
who champion this “anti-CENI” cause
will describe past dark experiences in
their lives that they now look upon with
regret. They mock past efforts to refute
denominational error. They ridicule
efforts to establish authority for what
we do and quickly zero in on perceived
inconsistencies. Certainly, human beings
can be inconsistent, unloving, or short-
sighted in their efforts to stand firmly
upon God’s word, but does that mean we
reject the effort altogether?

So, if we reject CENI, how do we
determine that one has turned “from
the truth”? Are not those calling us to
reject it accusing us of turning “from the
truth”? To what can they appeal? If we
must reject CENI, then they had better
not point to any commands, examples, or
inferences! If we reject CENI, how can we
use Scripture to equip us for “every good
work”? If we cannot appeal to what it
directly states, describes, or infers, what's
left? Yes, it is challenging work to study
Scripture. Yes, it can be discouraging
when people disagree, dispute, and divide
over interpretation, but if we reject CENI,
how can we still believe that Scripture can
be understood? Yes, we must consider
issues of generic versus specific authority.
Yes, we must respect the silence of
Scripture with consistency and reason.
However, if we must reject CENI, how are
we to reject error? How can we if there is
no objective way to determine error? Are
we to accept the post-modernistic view
that there is no such thing as absolute
truth? If so, isn’t that, in itself, a truth
statement? If we reject CENI, how can
we still affirm that Jesus desires unity in
doctrine and practice? Proponents of
this deconstruction argue that rejecting
CENI promotes unity, but in reality, that
is just a facade. It is easy to act as if we
are all united if we never talk about our
differences, or seriously try to resolve
them. That is not unity, and it is not what
Christ prayed for on the night of His
betrayal.
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Conclusion

Yes, we must maintain consistency.
Yes, we must approach all study and
teaching of God’s word with kindness,
patience, and humility, but the answer
is not to throw away a commitment to
consider honestly what God desires for
His people, as revealed in the pages of
Scripture. This hard work is our duty
if we are truly to learn from “the grace
of God that brings salvation” that “has
appeared to all men, teaching us that,
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts,
we should live soberly, righteously, and

Taking His hand, g

helping each other home.

godly in the present age” (Titus 2:11-
12). May God help us to do this unto His
glory.
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Deconstructing the Church

by Mark Roberts

Simply stated, deconstruction denies man’s ability to understand the biblical text and opens it to a limitless range of
interpretations—rejecting as invalid the traditional method of seeking certainty through reading, reasoning, and rational

comprehension.

Introduction

Paul warns of people who are
“burdened with sins and led astray by
various passions, always learning and
never able to arrive at a knowledge of the
truth” (2 Tim. 3:1ff). Those words from
long ago ring with force today because
they perfectly describe the deconstruction
movement.

Deconstruction is now the buzzword
on center stage in many conversations
and social media posts. What is
“deconstruction” all about?

What Does Deconstruction
Mean?

The term “deconstruction” traces
its roots to a French philosopher in the
1960s named Jacques Derrida. He argued
that objective truth does not exist because
whenever someone speaks or writes, they
cannot help but inject their ideas, biases,
and agenda into what they communicate.
Thus, no one sees reality as it is. We only
see it through our own life experiences
and beliefs. Derrida argued that to
get at the “real” meaning, a listener or
reader must “deconstruct” the text of the
prejudices that have been loaded into the
language. All of this fed into the post-
modern movement that announced there
is no such thing as absolute truth.

The kind of deconstruction that is
dominating the religious world today
picks up on this theme. It majors in
tearing down belief and especially loves
asserting there is no objective truth. As
the term has moved into common usage,
it signals a dismantling of traditional

ways of thinking about Christianity. Even
the most foundational beliefs (faith in the
inspiration of the Bible, the existence of
God, or the sinfulness of homosexuality)
become open questions. Unfortunately,
the questions never seem to be answered,
and people who deconstruct their faith
almost always exit Christianity. A big
part of this may be the refusal to listen to
authority figures (because they are biased
and pressing their own agenda). That
means when someone is deconstructing
his faith, he will refuse help from the very
ones who could help him!

Thus, the deconstruction we are
concerned about in this article is the
process of critically re-examining
everything about one’s Christian faith
with the probable intent of leaving
Christianity.

Who Is Deconstructing Their
Faith?

Deconstruction is not limited to
young people, but there is no doubt the
effect is greatest there. Lifeway Research
found that two-thirds of American young
adults who attended a Protestant church
as teenagers say they dropped out for at
least a year between the ages of 18 and
22. A 2018 Barna Group study reveals
that only 14 percent of Millennials
believe the Bible is the literal word of
God. Young people are “checking out”
of faith in droves. Concerns over racial
justice, homosexuality, and gender
issues are causing many of our youth
to decide Christianity is not for them.
Congregations that are not paying
attention to these matters, and addressing

the questions of teenagers and young
couples, will reap a bitter harvest of lost
souls as this generation deconstructs and
discards their faith.

Why Are People
Deconstructing Faith?

Deconstruction is a complex problem.
In some ways, it is not the problem
but only the very visible (and painful)
symptom of many other issues. This
article cannot examine everything that
is driving deconstruction, but we can
identify several of its chief causes.

1. It Involves Church Failure.

The church is designed by God to
be a place of nurturing and instruction
(Gal. 6:1-2; Eph. 4:11-16; Acts 20:28) so
that disciples can grow in their Christ-
likeness. When the church fails to meet
this obligation, problems will follow,
especially if issues with abuse are present.
Abusive or manipulative church leaders,
covering up sin and coercing people into
silence, create an unhealthy environment
people will want to leave. Disillusionment
with church leaders kicks the exit door
wide open. Further, churches that
suppress honest questioning and treat
everything as of first-order importance
(and demand conformity) also push
disciples out of the Kingdom. Thinking
“I have doubts but I can’t express them
here” causes doubts to fester and silently
destroy faith.

It is very important to note that
politics intruding into church life is often
a direct cause of people deconstructing
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faith. Young people are dramatically
turned off by extremism and labeling
other political persuasions as wrong
or evil. Survey after survey shows
that politics in the church is virtually
guaranteed to drive people away.

This is a good place to note the
value of solid, biblical teaching that
is delivered in a usable way and with
good applications. This should be at
the forefront of every church’s efforts.
Jesus questioned the teaching of His day
when, in the Sermon on the Mount, He
repeatedly said, “you have heard. . . but
I'say” (Matt. 5:21fF). One could argue
that He was deconstructing the teaching
and belief system of His day (because
He was!). Yet Jesus does not say that it is
impossible to know what to believe, that
there are no absolutes, or that everyone
is free to do as he pleases. Instead, Jesus
taught the truth! We might even note
how often Jesus took sincere questions
and carefully responded to them (see
John 4). Listening and responding to
the doubts and fears in someone’s heart
matters.

Churches that are failing to teach and
apply truth to the questions that young
people are constantly being bombarded
with because they limit their lessons to
rehearsing past battles while neglecting
present ones are failing to teach the
whole counsel of God. Churches that
are substituting politics for Scripture, or
who are demeaning and attacking those
“outside” the faith with epithets and
slurs, only reinforce that we are not the
people of God. Church leaders building
their own little kingdom instead of God’s
kingdom can be sure their hypocrisy will
be seen through and many will want no
part of it. We may shake our heads when
people in these situations deconstruct
their faith, but congregations that fail
their members will answer for their part
in helping people lose their faith!

2. We Must Assess the Influence of
Culture.

When the Puritans landed in
Massachusetts in 1630, everyone was
required by law to attend church. Sinful
behavior was punished publicly and

severely. The values of the community
and the values of Scripture were
(somewhat) aligned, providing strong
pressure for the average Puritan to
behave. Those days are long past. Among
millennials, the “default setting” is “I
don't attend church” Our culture praises
homosexual and transgender behavior,
and it denounces as judgmental all who
would say otherwise. Society pushes
hard against the way of discipleship

and many are feeling that pressure. The
serpent asked, “Did God really say?”
causing Adam and Eve to question

the Lord’s word (Gen. 3:1). He then
answered his own question with a lie.
Our surrounding culture is constantly
lying about God, His existence, and
what He has said. Ideas like “love is

love” (which has become a statement

of empowerment for the people of the
LGBTQ+ community) and “Jesus never
condemned homosexuality” and “we
shouldn't judge people” are popularized
in every available media channel. Famous
former pastors, teachers, and celebrities
who have left “Christianity” to embrace
the LGBTQ lifestyle and/or faith of every
stripe and persuasion have become so
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common the term “EXvangelical” has
gone mainstream.

The internet is, of course, partly to
blame for this shift in our culture. The
omnipresence of the internet means that
people will be exposed to information
that directly contradicts and assaults
Christianity. Young people cannot be
sealed in a bubble and kept from it.
They will learn of viewpoints that differ
from ours, they will hear the lies of the
serpent, and they will be challenged with
extremely sophisticated arguments and
evidence for those beliefs.

In the last year, [ have studied with
a young man who deconstructed his
faith and became an atheist. In our
conversations, he ran out advanced
arguments for atheism and was prepared
to meet common objections to atheism
with ready-made answers. However,
probing his defenses caused him to
admit that he had not read deeply or
studied much on atheism, but was merely
regurgitating material that he had seen
on internet forums. His arguments were
badly flawed, but they sounded plausible
in the atheist forums he visited regularly.
Parroting this material confirmed him in
his newfound atheism and made him feel
intellectually superior to people of faith.
In years past, someone in his shoes could
not possibly have challenged faith with
the questions he raised, or answered the
evidence for God’s existence as he did,
without a trip to a major public library
and hours of research. Now a few clicks
take one to a website that will load the
gullible with all sorts of quick “answers”
to what Christians might ask or say.

3. Let Us Account for the Role that
Desire Plays in Deconstruction.

It is easy to write off all who leave the
faith by saying, “they just want to sin”
In truth, that may play a role. Demas
left Paul because he loved “this present
world” (2 Tim. 4:10). The temptations
of the flesh are powerful and can draw a
person away from Christ (1 John 2:16).
However, not everyone who doubts
their faith is already in sin and simply

looking to justify his lifestyle. We need
to remember that society’s pressure

has made doubt itself very cool. The
person who asks questions of what
should be long settled is made to be a
hero. Announcing you no longer believe
homosexuality or abortion is wrong,
saying you side with evolutionary theory
because it is scientific, or that you no
longer want to be part of something that
condemns people to hell marks you as
liberated and as an independent thinker.
A good example of this is found in the

very public exit from faith by two popular

YouTubers, Rhett and Link. In their
announcement, they admitted to being
fearful and uncertain about how their
deconstruction of Christianity would be
received. Sadly, the comments under the
video posts are full of commendations.
Comment after comment says “That’s
how I feel,” “This is so relatable. Thank
you for your humility and vulnerability”
and, “Thank you for your bravery”” If
someone articulates a biblical position
(particularly about sexuality and gender
issues) that person will be castigated. Yet
when a person raises questions about
faith and then decides to leave the faith,
he will be acclaimed and lauded. No
one asks if they even attempted to find
answers to their questions. If someone
says, “I have doubts,” that is considered
a legitimate exit ramp from Christianity.
This is the work of darkness and comes
from a heart that loves self and not the
truth. Paul says such people will be

deceived because “they refused to love the

truth and so be saved” (2 Thess. 2:10).

Conclusion

The answer to today’s wave of
deconstruction is obvious: we must help
disciples construct a strong, rigorous
faith that is not destroyed by culture’s
latest fads, nor by a desire for the praise
of people (see John 12:42-43), or the
passing pleasures of sin. Part of that kind
of construction work is done by helping
brethren re-construct their faith when
it has been challenged. The Bereans
provide a model for all of this. Acts 17:11
affirms, “These Jews were more noble

than those in Thessalonica; they received
the word with all eagerness, examining
the Scriptures daily to see if these things
were so.” The challenge and questions
about the Jewish faith that Paul and Silas’
preaching raised were met by examining
the word of God, leading to the building
of a new and more mature faith that was
solid, real, and genuine. That kind of faith
will not be deconstructed or demolished.
May the Lord bless us in our homes and
in our churches to follow this Berean
model.
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congregation in Irving. TX, for mone
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Dabbling in Calvinism

by Heath Rogers

Calvinism continues to be a subtle threat. When this grid is imposed upon Scriptures, it corrupts not only our view of the
biblical text but also our self-understanding.

Introduction

We live in an amazing time of
unlimited access to information. Anyone
can produce and upload content to the
internet through various platforms for
free. This content can be accessed and
consumed by others on a scale that was
unheard of years ago. While there are
blessings to living in this Information
Age, it requires that Christians be
discerning readers, hearers, and viewers.

When Christians venture away from
teachings produced by faithful brethren,
they subject themselves to doctrinal error.
If they are not careful, this error will take
seed in their hearts. Instead of searching
the Scriptures to make sure what they
have heard is the truth (Acts 17:11), some
will allow these newly found ideas to
determine the meaning of Scripture.

Calvinism is a false theological
system permeating the denominational
world. While some adherents reject
the full five points of Calvinism (Total
Hereditary Depravity, Unconditional
Election, Limited Atonement of the
Blood of Christ, Irresistible Grace, and
Perseverance of the Saints), they zealously
uphold some of these errors.

Unfortunately, we sometimes
hear brethren question the validity of
Calvinistic ideas. If not quickly corrected,
these brethren will become unsatisfied
with the Lord’s church and drift away
into denominationalism. Such problems
are caused when brethren dabble in
Calvinism. The word dabble means to
“take part in an activity in a casual or
superficial way” Christians who talk with

denominational friends, read popular
books written by evangelicals, or view
such religious content on the internet,
will be introduced to, and bombarded
with, various teachings that are rooted
in Calvinism. When these errors are not
corrected with the truth of Scripture,
such hearts can drift away into error.
These seeds of Calvinism sown into the
hearts of brethren can be detected in
various ways.

For instance, the false belief that we
are led by the Holy Spirit in a manner
separate and apart from the word of
God can be traced to the influence
of Calvinism. Calvinists believe
unregenerate man is incapable of
responding in obedience to the gospel
call. It requires a direct operation of the
Holy Spirit to make us alive spiritually
and causes us to respond in obedience.
Unfortunately, some Christians haven’t
studied and learned what the Bible
actually says about the way the Holy
Spirit influences man today. This
vacuum is easily filled with Calvinistic
error. It is becoming more common to
hear Christians claim the Holy Spirit is
operating in their hearts and lives in a
manner separate and apart from the word
of God.

Calvinists explain that our struggle
with sin and temptation results from
everyone being born with a sinful nature
inherited from Adam. In years past, many
Christians recommended that my wife
and I read books by Dr. James Dobson
to help us in raising our children. We
found Dr. Dobson’s material to be filled
with references to children’s “inbred

sinful nature” as being the cause for

their tantrums, disrespect, rebellion, and
disobedience. These affirmations are from
the false doctrine of Calvinism.

Preachers and Bible students must be
careful of the Calvinism found in many
commentaries. Old standards, like Clark,
Barnes, Pulpit Commentary, etc., are
tull of Calvinist errors. More modern
popular authors like Wiersbe, Stott,
and MacArthur are also Calvinistic. I
have these books in my library and have
benefitted from some writings by these
authors. These resources are helpful, but
they must be used with discernment. If
not, Calvinistic ideas can easily creep
into our sermons and Bible classes from
these sources. Not only are we blessed
to live in a time of unlimited access to
information, we are also blessed to live in
a time in which numerous commentaries
and Bible study materials have been
written by faithful brethren. Why aren’t
these resources being recommended and
preferred over Calvinistic sources?

The influence of Calvinism is
also present in some of our hymns. I
have heard a few hymns penned by
denominational writers claim that our
sins are covered by the blood of Jesus.
The idea is that Christ hides our sins
from God. When He looks down on us,
He doesn’t see our imperfections; He
only sees the perfection of His Son. This
is Calvinism’s false view of how we are
made righteous before God. In contrast,
the Bible plainly teaches that our sins
are washed away in the blood of Christ,
not covered. “To Him who loved us and
washed us from our sins in His own
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blood” (Rev. 1:5b). “If we walk in the light
as He is in the light, we have fellowship
with one another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin” (1
John 1:7). Please note, the blood of Jesus
Christ cleanses us, not covers us. “Such
were some of you. But you were washed,
but you were sanctified, but you were
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus
and by the Spirit of our God” (1 Cor.
6:11). “Washed,” “sanctified,” “justified”—
not covered. We must be extremely
careful of the influence of Calvinism from
hymns.

Calvinism is popular because it
removes man’s responsibility. If T am born
a sinner, and I can’t be saved unless God
wants to save me personally, and once I
am saved, there is no way I can be lost—
there isn’t anything left for me to do. In
contrast, the Bible plainly teaches that we
are capable of choosing to obey or reject
God (Deut. 30:19; Acts 7:51). Christians
are responsible for confessing and
repenting of their sins to receive God’s
forgiveness (1 John 1:9; Acts 8:22). We
are admonished to examine ourselves (2
Cor. 13:5). Like David, our prayer should
be that we would become aware of our
secret faults and correct them (Ps. 19:12).
We decide whether we will be conformed
to this world or transformed by the
renewing of our minds (Rom. 12:2).
Calvinism says all of this is impossible.

False views of grace and works relating
to our salvation come from Calvinism.
The Bible teaches that grace is a gift. It
is when God gives us something, not
because we have earned it, but because
it pleases Him to give it. Grace can't
be earned. “Now to him who works,
the wages are not counted as grace
but as debt. But to him who does not
work but believes on Him who justifies
the ungodly, his faith is accounted for
righteousness” (Rom. 4:4-5).

Nevertheless, this doesn’t mean God’s
grace is offered without conditions. For
instance, God gave Israel the city of
Jericho. “The Lord said to Joshua: ‘See!

I have given Jericho into your hand, its
king, and the mighty men of valor” (Josh.
6:2, emphasis mine—HR). It was a gift

of God’s grace. However, to receive it,
they had to meet conditions; they had to
march around the city, blow horns, and
shout (vv. 3-5). They did not earn the city,
but they received it from God when they
met His conditions. Salvation is offered
freely. It can't be earned. It can only be
received when we meet the conditions
that have been set forth in the gospel.
“Having been perfected, He became the
author of eternal salvation to all who
obey Him” (Heb. 5:9).

DEPRAUTTY
ELECTIN

RTONENENT

GRACE

" OF THE SRINTS

Calvinism also portrays grace as
being at odds with every kind of law.
“Therefore, we conclude that a man is
justified by faith apart from the deeds
of the law” (Rom. 3:28, c.f. Eph. 2:8-9).
However, a close look at the context of
both Romans and Ephesians shows that
the law being discussed is the Law of
Moses, not law in general. Any attempt
to pursue righteousness through a law
that is void of the blood of Christ requires
perfection, which would negate grace.
However, salvation by God’s grace is
obtained through the law of Christ.

While no faithful Christian would
claim to believe in “Once Saved, Always
Saved” many seem to live as if they
accept this error. Christians can take joy
and comfort in the assurance of their
salvation. “These things I have written

to you who believe in the name of the
Son of God, that you may know that

you have eternal life, and that you may
continue to believe in the name of the
Son of God” (1 John 5:13, emphasis
mine—HR). However, this salvation
must never be taken for granted. We can
fall away. Christians can sometimes take
an attitude of “T'll sin today and repent
for it tomorrow.” Granted, we may be
sarcastically joking with such an attitude,
but our Calvinistic friends aren’t joking.
They are serious. Soon, drifting brethren
won't be joking either.

Conclusion

Brethren, we need to be very careful
about the things we allow to influence
us. Choosing religious books, blogs,
podcasts, on-line videos, etc., over sinful
or secular ones is commendable, but
they are not without dangers. Today,
as much as ever, Christians must be
discerning consumers of such material.
Before we imbibe in these products,
we must first ground ourselves in the
truth of God’s word. There are plenty
of books, commentaries, periodicals,
blogs, sermons, etc. produced by faithful
Christians for us to consume during
our day. However, even when reading
after and listening to brethren, we must
still consult the word of God and make
sure we are hearing the truth. “These
were more fair-minded than those in
Thessalonica, in that they received the
word with all readiness, and searched the
Scriptures daily to find out whether these
things were so” (Acts 17:11).
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Dismissing Faithful Counsel

by Mark W. White

When one rejects faithful, scriptural counsel, and embraces the false and speculative assumptions of contemporary
evangelical thought, he follows a predictable path to spiritual ruin.

Introduction

Solomon’s son, Rehoboam, was the
successor to his father’s throne. However,
he inherited more than a monarchy.
Along with sitting on the throne of Israel,
Rehoboam received the accumulated
tensions and troubles of Solomon’s
reign. Second Chronicles 10:4 records a
challenge issued from Jeroboam to the
new king:

Your father made our yoke heavy; now,

therefore, lighten the burdensome

service of your father and his heavy

yoke, which he put on us, and we will

serve you.

Perhaps this inexperienced prince-
become-king Rehoboam was previously
unaware of the burdens the people were
bearing because of his father’s taxation.
Perhaps his own privileged status blinded
him to the sufferings of the common
people. However, his consultation with
the elders of Israel who stood before his
father Solomon should have educated
and informed his decision regarding
Jeroboam’s request. The elders said to
Rehoboam, “If you are kind to these
people, and please them, and speak good
words to them, they will be your servants
forever” (2 Chron. 10:7).

Ignoring this good advice, Rehoboam:

rejected the counsel which the elders
had given him and consulted the young
men who had grown up with him, who
stood before him. And he said to them,
“What advice do you give? How should
we answer this people who have spoken
to me, saying; Lighten the yoke which
your father put on us?” Then the young
men who had grown up with him

spoke to him, saying, “Thus you should
speak to the people who have spoken
to you, saying,” Your father made our
yoke heavy, but you make it lighter on
us”—thus you shall to them: “My little
finger shall be thicker than my father’s
waist! And now, whereas my father
put a heavy yoke on you, I will add

to your yoke; my father chastised you
with whips, but I will chastise you with
scourges!”” (2 Chron. 10:8-11).

Rehoboam’s rejection of wise counsel
and his pursuit of unwise advisors was
the dividing wedge that separated the
two kingdoms of Judah and Israel. As is
usually the case, there was more at work
there than just a foolish king’s youthful
arrogance and inexperience, but we
are left to wonder just how different
circumstances might have been had
Rehoboam mustered the humility and
good sense to listen to experienced
counselors. Fools do not listen to, nor
solicit, wisdom. They are nearly always
victims of their own folly.

Faithful Counsel Available
Today

The kingdom of God today has a
wealth of wisdom available to it in the
holy Scriptures. New Testament records
of the successes and failures of first
century churches of Christ are the places
we should turn to again and again today
to learn what will please or displease our
King.

Besides inspired Scripture, brethren
have a virtual abundance of uninspired,
but wise counsel available in the
sermons, articles, commentaries, blogs,

magazines, and other publications which
are circulated among us. Nearly every
article written, or every sermon preached
(if done well) includes applications of

the inspired word of God to present-

day situations and problems facing the
kingdom of God. There is plenty of advice
available, and because it is given by men,
it can be both wise and unwise. Every
Christian must make an evaluation of any
advice given by men by judging how it
compares with divine revelation.

When older brethren in the Lord
share their experiences of what works or
what does not, we should give them the
respect of listening to their counsel. Just
as a fish eater may need to spit out a few
bones instead of swallowing them, so we
must do as the ancient Bereans did. “They
received the word with all readiness and
searched the Scriptures daily to find
out whether these things were so” (Acts
17:11). Sifting through advice to find
the gems of wisdom we are needing is a
lifelong endeavor. None of us outgrows
the need to seek wise, faithful counsel.

Disrespect for Faithful Counsel
from Our Past

It is disturbing to hear brethren
denigrate the work and counsel of faithful
men and women of our past. I once heard
an aspiring gospel preacher say that he
had no use for reading McGarvey, Lard,
Lipscomb, Whiteside, Cogdill, Adams, or
Turner—to name only a few. He scoffed
at the logical, propositional truth of
Hardeman’s Tabernacle Sermons from
the 1920s. He grew up, as did I, listening
to the preaching of Bennie Lee Fudge,
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Irven Lee, Granville Tyler, Alvin Holt,
and many other faithful stalwarts. He
came to despise the characteristics of
their teaching. However, he seemed to
have plenty of interest in the writings and
counsel of evangelical denominational
scholars, writing and counsel which could
not even tell people what they must do to
be saved!

Tracking this aspiring preacher’s
trajectory over the years, it was no
wonder at all to me that in time,
and with enough of such poisonous
influences, he landed in a Baptist church.
Swindoll, Piper, MacArthur, Hybels,
and other modern preachers eventually
became more meaningful to him than
the inspired counsel of Paul, Peter,
James, and John. Attempts to dissuade
that aspiring preacher were rebuffed
by charging faithful counselors with
legalism, a lack of spirituality, hatred, and
academic ignorance. This once-beloved
brother in Christ left our fellowship for
the “greener pastures” of evangelical
denominationalism.

He was neither the first nor the last
to do so. When we “grow up” to become
ashamed of our “spiritual roots” and to
be embarrassed by plain, to-the-point
Bible preaching and teaching, this is what
can be expected. The last conversation I
was allowed to have with this brother, he
tearfully told me how sorry he was for my
ignorance, and how thankful he was for
his own “enlightenment.” He no longer
wanted my counsel, for it was not to his
liking.

Did our forebears always get it right?
Were they free of logical mistakes? Did
they never stumble intellectually? To
affirm that they were always right and
never wrong would be dishonest. Like
us, they moved and lived with what
knowledge they had attained and did
the best they could with it. A future
generation will be able to say the same
of us if we would be humble enough
to admit it. Our forebears got a lot of
things right, maybe far more than most
of us realize! They exercised sound logic
when most religious thinkers around
them were caught up in a “better-felt-

than-told” religious “experience” They
were not possessed of degreed worldly
wisdom, but they made it their aim “not
to know anything. . . except Jesus Christ
and Him crucified” (1 Cor. 2:2). Paul
would write, “For you see your calling,
brethren, that not many wise according
to the flesh, not many mighty, not many
noble, are called” (1 Cor. 1:26). This was
no excuse for self-imposed ignorance
then, nor today. It was not a call to
become sloppy with scholarship. The man
who is wise in his own eyes will not see
God’s wisdom. “But of Him you are in
Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom
from God. . . that as it is written, "He
who glories, let him glory in the Lord” (1
Cor. 1:30-31). It is foolish for us to ignore
the wisdom of Scripture and of our own
church history. We are not the first people
to seek a restoration of the ancient order
of Christianity. God willing, we shall not
be the last.

The Key to Benefitting from
Wise Counsel

Humility is always the key ingredient
in serving God. A humble man seeks
God’s will above His own, knowing “it is
not in man who walks to direct his own
steps. O Lord, correct me” (Jer. 10:23-24).
Godly elders do not always successfully
restore wandering sheep because they are
dealing with proud hearts whose mantra
is, “the heart wants what the heart wants”
Preachers of the word can make every
scriptural point, logical argument, and
persuasive appeal available, but if they
are preaching to arrogant people who
desire a God who conforms to their own
wills, the word will condemn, instead of
saving them. Even Jesus encountered this
kind of heart, and He warned faithful
Sowers that the seed of God’s word might
be scattered into unreceptive places
(Luke 8:11-15). Modern shepherds and
evangelists will encounter flocks who
will not do as they are taught. Jeremiah
faced such a reception with his prophetic
messages to Judah. He preached, “Stand
in the ways and see, and ask for the old
paths, where the good way is, and walk in
it; then you will find rest for your souls.

%)

But they said, ‘We will not walk in it
(Jer. 6:16). Of course, we know the awful
fate of Judah. Why must we learn the
hard way that the same fate of exile and
punishment awaits those who turn aside
from wise and faithful counsel today?
Wisdom demands we learn from the
mistakes of others.

Conclusion

Many people today will politely listen
to wise counsel, but will not utilize what
they hear. Just as a grandson might
patiently listen affectionately to a wise
old granddad—all the while knowing
that once the speech is finished, he
will go ahead and do what he intended
to do anyway—there are those who
only pretend to listen to wisdom.
Someone reading these words may be
contemplating a departure from “the
faith which was once for all delivered
to the saints” (Jude 3). You may have
had someone lovingly plead with you
to beware of the direction in which
you are heading. Please listen to your
loving, faithful counselors. Some of these
counselors may even be Christians who
learned the hard way that “the way of the
unfaithful is hard” (Prov. 13:15). If you
ever want to do the wise thing instead of
the foolish thing, please do it now! Listen
to those who want what is best for you,
both now and eternally.
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Drinking from Broken Cisterns

by Joe R. Price

When Israel occupied Canaan, they gained access to physical cisterns that they they did not dig. Unfortunately, with the
passing of time, they turned aside to idolatry—hewing for themselves broken spiritual cisterns.

Introduction

Jeremiah proclaimed God’s curse
upon one who “trusts in man and makes
flesh his strength, whose heart departs
from the Lord” (Jer. 17:5). His soul is like
a desert shrub, parched and lifeless (Jer.
17:6). In contrast, “the man who trusts
in the Lord” is “like a tree planted by
the waters” (Jer. 17:7). He flourishes and
survives when the heat of trouble comes
because the Lord is “the fountain of living
waters” (Jer. 17:7-8, 13).

God’s ancient people abandoned Him
by trusting in men. God likened this to
making and using broken cisterns. (A
cistern was a deep pit or well, carved
out of the rock, used to store water from
the winter rains, for consumption and
personal use.) Instead of drinking from
the God-provided reservoir of living
water, His people carved out “broken
cisterns” that contained no water for their
souls (Jer. 2:13). Israel exchanged her
bountiful blessings for broken cisterns
that could never refresh the nation (Jer.
2:1-13). Drinking from the broken cistern
of idolatry brought Israel into Assyrian
captivity (Jer. 2:9-19). Drinking from
the broken cisterns of immorality and
idolatry defiled and diminished Judah
(Jer. 2:20-28). Their stubborn refusal to
remember the Lord and submit to His
word led to their spiritual and national
demise (Jer. 2:29-37).

Even today, Christians should ponder
and heed the prophet’s warning against
building and imbibing from broken
cisterns that do not satisfy the soul or
please the Lord. Instead, we must inform
and strengthen our faith through diligent

attention and obedience to God’s word (2
Tim. 2:15).

We dare not abandon the apostolic
traditions, i.e., those revealed from
heaven (1 Cor. 11:1-2; 2 Thess. 2:15; 3:4,
6, 14) for the wisdom of men (Jer. 10:23;
17:9; 1 Cor. 1:18-25; Col. 2:8). Shall the
church (the Israel of God) drink the
water of life from the wells of salvation
(found in “the word of the truth of the
gospel”) or turn to the broken cisterns
of men that deplete and deprive souls of

eternal life (Isa. 12:3; 55:1; John 4:10, 14;
7:37; Col. 1:5-6)?

Consider some broken cisterns from
which brethren have sought spiritual

refreshment but found nothing that
soothes the soul.

The Broken Cistern of Relative,
Self-Defined Truth

Pilate’s skepticism (“What is
truth?”) holds sway over untold souls
(John 18:38). His skepticism aligns

Jerusalem/Israel - The Queen Helen Coptic Orthodox Church is located adjacent to the Church
of the Holy Sepulchre. It houses a vast underground cistern that was discovered by Queen
Helen and provided water to the Sepulchre.
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with the belief that one can make

truth be whatever one wishes it to

be. Unfortunately, this view of truth

is influencing Christians. This failing
source of spiritual refreshment leaves
disciples questioning whether the truth
can be known and is absolute. They
wonder, speculate, and postulate whether
Godss truth is revealed and applied by
commands, approved examples, and
necessary inferences. Some disparage
“CENI,” while others conclude it is just
the wisdom of men. Yet, Scripture shows
the apostles of Christ used each of these
techniques to teach the truth and resist
error (Acts 15:7-21). We are confident we
can follow their teachings and examples
in faith and, like the early church, be
blessed by God (1 Cor. 11:1; Phil. 4:9).

This broken cistern leads some to
reject Bible patterns and influences
others to nibble around the edges of
abandoning them. God’s word is not
ambiguous on this point: “Hold fast the
pattern of sound words which you have
heard from me, in faith and love which
are in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. 1:13). What
takes the place of Bible patterns when
they are thrown aside? Only the broken
cisterns of faulty theological assumptions
and self-defined truth are left. If history
informs the future, we can expect hearts
to be deceived by the commands of men
instead of demanding a “thus saith the
Lord” for all that we say and do (Jer. 17:9;
Matt. 15:8-9; Col. 2:20-23; 3:16-17).

The Broken Cistern of
Denominational Theology

Christians who are “unskilled in the
word of righteousness” are more easily
persuaded to adopt terms and concepts
that stray from the word of truth
(Heb. 5:13). The internet has become a
powerful vehicle to deliver the influences
of error into the attitudes, vocabulary,
teaching, and practice of some brethren.

For example, Calvinism is at the heart
of most denominational teachers’ and
preachers’ books, online publications,
and YouTube content. The framework of
Calvinism is T-U-L-I-P (total hereditary

depravity, unconditional election, limited
atonement, irresistible grace, and the
perseverance of the saints). By failing

to scripturally define grace, faith, and
work (among other things), Calvinism
advances a false hope in God’s grace
(Rom. 3:23-26; 4:1-8; 6:1-2; Eph. 2:8-

10; Titus 3:4-5; Jas. 2:14-26). The “true
grace of God” in which we stand through
obedient faith is ridiculed as legalistic
traditionalism (1 Pet. 5:12).

The teaching that God imputes His
righteousness (i.e., the righteousness of
Christ) to believers is a false doctrine of
Calvinism. It is not sound doctrine (1
Tim. 6:3; Titus 2:1). Scripture teaches a
person’s faith (not God’s righteousness)
is accounted (imputed) to him for
righteousness when he believes (Rom.
4:5). The faith God imputes to one for
righteousness is reflected in obedience
to the will of God. Otherwise, it is not
saving faith at all (Jas. 2:14-26).

The gospel reveals the “righteousness
of God,” that is, the process by which
God acquits (forgives, justifies) sinners
in Christ and counts us righteous before
Him. That is how God saves us: “by grace,
through faith” (Rom. 1:16-17; 3:21-26;
6:17-18; 10:3-4, 16-17; Eph. 2:8-9). God
did not say, “I will put my righteousness
upon you,” or, “I will see you as holy,
though you are not holy” Instead,
Scripture affirms God sees our (obedient)
faith and counts us righteous (Rom. 4:1-
8). This is accomplished in Christ as His
blood washes away our sins when we are
baptized into His death (Acts 22:16; 18:8;
1 Cor. 6:9-11; Eph. 1:4-7; Rom. 6:3-4, 17-
18).

Do not go to a Calvinist to refresh
your soul with the mercy and love
of God’s grace. You will be left with
distortions and denials of “the
righteousness of God” revealed in the
Savior’s gospel (Rom. 1:16-17; 10:3, 16).

The Broken Cistern of Unity in
Moral and Doctrinal Diversity

This amounts to accepting division
as the will of God (John 17:20-21; Eph.
4:1-6; 1 Cor. 1:10). This spiritually

bankrupt view offers many ways to

be united in fellowship on our way

to heaven. A good conscience and
personal sincerity are deemed superior
to doctrinal accuracy. Yet, there are not
many ways to heaven. Jesus is the Way to
the Father (John 14:6). His way is narrow,
and few find it, but many souls travel the
broad way that leads to death (Matt. 7:13-
14). By failing to do the will of the Father,
many religious people will not enter the
kingdom of heaven (Matt. 7:21-23).

The Broken Cistern of
Emotionalism

Many misidentify emotional reactions
as divine interventions. The human heart
can overwhelm rational observations
and scriptural guidance (Prov. 14:12; Jer.
17:9). Some brethren are convinced that
a feeling, an event, or a physical sensation
that they experienced was the Holy Spirit
working directly on them. Some have
even claimed to receive direct messages
from God. Rarely do they consider such
a conclusion is a “lying wonder” and
“strong delusion, that they should believe
alie” (2 Thess. 2:9-11.) We urge those
who interpret emotions and experiences
as the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit
to test this conclusion with the Scriptures
(1 Thess. 5:21). God’s word teaches that
the Holy Spirit works in our lives through
the truth that He revealed, confirmed,
and inspired—not by what we feel and
think (John 16:8-13; Acts 23:1; 26:9; 1
Thess. 2:13). The sword of the Spirit is
the word of God, not what we feel in our
bodies or our hearts (Eph. 6:18).

The Broken Cistern of Casual
Worship

Emotionalism invariably increases
a casual approach to worship. The
personal nature of worship should not
be interpreted to allow irreverent words
and disruptive conduct when “the whole
church comes together in one place” (1
Cor. 14:23, 26). Everything we do in our
assembled worship is for edification,
and should be accomplished without
confusion. Decency and orderliness
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are to be maintained as we worship

the Lord God (1 Cor. 14:26, 33, 40).
Many denominations have long ago
turned their worship assemblies into
light shows with musical bands and
stage performances. Worship is not
entertainment. It is not a spectator
sport with an audience and performers.
Outbursts of clapping and other displays
that praise people are foreign to New
Testament worship.

The Broken Cistern of
Non-Application Teaching and
Preaching

The truth of the gospel is practical—
calling us to implant the word of God in
our hearts and lives by laying aside sin
and becoming “doers of the word” (Jas.
1:21-22; Eph. 4:1). Preaching the gospel
places demands upon the hearers (Acts
2:36-38, 40). The cistern of positivism
refuses to make applications that reprove
and rebuke sin, thus failing to fully
satisfy our spiritual needs (2 Tim. 4:2-
5). Proclaiming the whole counsel of
God includes warnings and rebukes of
false doctrine as well as immorality (Acts
20:27-31). Cries of “Peace, peace!” When
there is no peace” distort and destroy the
power of the gospel to save (Jer. 6:14; 2
Cor. 6:17-7:1). We must not be ashamed
of the gospel. Rather, let us fearlessly
instruct and expose all types of sin as we
preach Jesus Christ (Rom. 1:16; 1 Cor.
2:2; 3:1-4; 4:6; Eph. 5:11).

Conclusion

Scripture warns, “Therefore, we
must give the more earnest heed to the
things we have heard (from the Lord
Jesus and His inspired apostles and
prophets), lest we drift away” (Heb. 2:1,
2-4). Seeking spiritual enlightenment
from denominational scholars, popular
evangelical writers, and the latest
YouTube sensations hastens drifting away
from “the things you learned and received
and heard and saw” in the apostles
of Christ (Phil. 4:9). Those who are
untaught and unstable rarely recognize
the doctrinal assumptions behind the

messages they indiscriminately devour
from Google, Amazon, Facebook,
YouTube, and the internet. We must arm
ourselves with truth, not the tantalizing
speculations and assumptions that are
driven by human will, experiences, and
emotions (Jer. 6:16; 10:23).

Faithful brethren will avoid the trap
to which Jeremiah alluded: “For My
people have committed two evils: they
have forsaken Me, the fountain of living
waters, to hew for themselves cisterns,
broken cisterns that can hold no water”
(Jer. 2:13). Instead, they will seek to fulfill
the apostolic mandate Paul issued to
Timothy: “Be diligent to present yourself
approved to God as a workman who
does not need to be ashamed, accurately
handling the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15,
NASV).

foe has preached the gospel for
fiorty-four years and currently labors
with the Vegas Drive church of Christ
Las Yegas, NV, His teaching material
is available at bibleanswer.com and
swirdtips Lwordpress.com., He can be
reached at joerpriced@mail com

Joe R. Price
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Dwelling on Emotions

by Jeff Wilson

God created us with emotions, feelings and effections—which impact our relationship with Him and others. Yet, spiritual
fellowship with our Lord and our brethren is founded upon the objective standard of revealed truth.

Introduction

One of the most significant things that
determines the course and outcome of
our lives is how we discern and decide.
On what basis do we make our decisions?
What are the deep, often unspoken, and
even unawares assumptions and values
that underwrite why we choose to do
what we do? In what authority are those
assumptions and values grounded?
Where do they come from? Where do
they lead us?

Defining and Comprehending
the Problem

One hallmark of the decaying culture
that we live in is the replacement of
objective authority with subjective
legitimation. That subjective legitimation
is typically grounded in our emotions—
how we feel about something. We
certainly see the consequences of this
in the increasing social and political
chaos of recent years. Young people in
today’s society are commonly told (in
secular education and by contemporary
culture) that there are no absolutes, no
transcendent frame of reference, and
therefore no way to meaningfully and
authoritatively speak of right and wrong,
let alone good and evil. We find ourselves
more and more in an era aptly described
by the ancient refrain from the book of
Judges: “In those days there was no king
in Israel. Everyone did what was right
in his own eyes” (Judg. 17:6; 21:25). Our
culture calls us to be “true to ourselves,”
“follow our hearts,” etc.

That refrain well captures an
inescapable reality: if we do not submit
to some form of authority exterior to
ourselves (like a king), then we will
invariably each follow the implicit
authority of ourselves and our own
desires and feelings (“. . .right in his
own eyes”). One of the most obvious
consequences of this move of authority
into the supposed autonomous self is
that it is becoming progressively harder
to reason with people because they view
their desires (what they want) and how
they feel as sufficient grounds to justify
whatever it is they are doing. Appealing
to objective standards such as Scripture
holds little weight, and even when people
might acknowledge Scripture, they may
well ignore its plain teaching by declaring
that they are following “what it means
to them” as though meaning itself is
ultimately subjective. Everyone has “his
own truth”

It is anathema these days to suggest
that people should tame and change their
emotions: such would be challenging
and denying their “authentic selves.” Yet
Scripture certainly teaches that we must
do exactly that: control and discipline our
emotions. As a quick example, God asks
the sulking prophet Jonah if he is right to
be angry (Jonah 4:4, 9). Clearly, the Lord
believed that Jonah could discipline and
develop his emotions—learning to be
angry at the right time at the right things
in the right way.

One way of describing the emotionally
oriented, subjective, self-oriented
authority in our culture—particularly
as it pertains to religion—is through

a concept called Moral Therapeutic
Deism (MTD). The term was coined in

a 2005 book called Soul Searching: The
Religious and Spiritual Lives of Teenagers
by sociologists Christian Smith and
Melinda Denton. In the book, they
summarized the findings of their large-
scale surveying of the nature of religious
belief in the then-rising generation as
reducible to these five basic ideas: “A God
exists who created and order the world
and watches over human life on earth;”
“God wants people to be good, nice,

and fair to each other, as taught in the
Bible and by most world religions;” “The
central goal of life is to be happy and to
feel good about oneself;” “God does not
need to be particularly involved in one’s
life except when He is needed to resolve
a problem;” “Good people go to heaven
when they die” Thus, the title the authors
ascribed to such a belief system: moral,
because it has some vaguely defined goal
of being “good;” therapeutic, because it
partakes of our culture’s obsession with
psychological well-being and self-esteem,
i.e., “happiness;” and deism, because it
believes in a “God,” even though he is not
the God who objectively defines Himself
and His nature through Scripture.

This is as apt a short description as I
know of for grasping the spirit of the age
when it comes to religion. Its authority
is found primarily in one’s self—there
is no emphasis on an external authority
like the biblical text for defining what is
“good” or how we will be judged when
eternal destinies are meted out. Perhaps,
most crucially, the goal of life is not to
live a Christ-shaped, others-focused,
sacrificially-losing-self-in-the-loving-
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obedience-of-God type life. The goal is to
be happy and feel good about one’s self—
all self-oriented concepts with emotional
uplift and pleasure are the measuring
stick of religious accomplishment.

There are two areas I particularly want
to highlight in discussing the danger
of dwelling on our emotions. The first
is in the area of religious “experience”
Many religious groups emphasize the
emotional over the doctrinal—attracting
attendees and members not with the
unvarnished gospel but with emotional
experiences through music, lights, hype-
type sermons. The service becomes a de
facto performance. Then, often enough,
the Holy Spirit is brought into the mix as
well, with people being taught to believe
and expect that the Spirit will give some
sort of personal religious experience or
feeling. In short, religion is reduced to
how it makes you feel rather than calling
you to repent of your sin and conform
your will to Godss.

The other aspect of the focus on
emotions and emotionalism that I see
is the growing use of, and influence
of, various forms of counseling among
brethren. This matter is much more subtle
and requires nuance. I want to tread
lightly and carefully here. I recognize that

there are various mental health issues

that are painful to live with and require
legitimate forms of intervention—
medical and otherwise. Schizophrenia,
bi-polar, clinical depression, autism,
developmental disorders, and so forth are
real and people can benefit from various
treatments.

However, with that crucial caveat
stated, there is still, in my experience,
a growing reliance by many on various
forms of counseling for various matters.
I am speaking of a general trend I have
noticed among us, not passing judgment
on every persons individual situation.
The danger here is that much counseling/
therapy—even by so-called “Christian”
counselors—is ultimately based on
various assumptions about human nature
and what constitutes mental health, as
well as various psychological theories
that are reductionistic and do not take
into full account what it means that
humans bear the image of God. In short,
counseling can often define people’s well-
being in primarily emotional terms rather
than the scriptural worldview that calls
us to deny ourselves, endure hardship for
the gospel, and suffer for righteousness’
sake—even unto death, if necessary.

I knowingly risk outrage by some for
even stating this, but to my mind, it is
evidence of how dependent some have
become on the therapeutic framework
for their own emotional stability. While
I do not have all the answers, or the
space presently to balance legitimate
mental health care with worldly
philosophies masquerading as paths to
psychological well-being, I believe that
the psychological view of mental health
is eclipsing the Bible’s worldview among
more and more of us. As evidence, just
consider how much of psychology’s and
counseling’s vocabulary is coming to
replace the Bible’s vocabulary—what used
to be “sin” is now “addiction.” There is
no “disease” called “alcoholism” in the
Bible; rather, Scripture refers to the sin of
drunkenness which God declares must
be stopped. There are no “addictions” in
the Bible; instead, there is just slavery to
sin (Rom. 6:16-23). We are medicalizing
away sin and we need to recognize how
our subtly shifting vocabulary—often
employed to soften the emotional blow of
confronting sin—is itself an early form of
accepting the world’s version of reality.

In our therapeutic culture, the
supremacy of emotions means that
upsetting someone emotionally is
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more and more considered on par with
physical violence. So we soft-pedal the
emotionally troubling truth about sin
and the world. That words like “sin,”
“judgment,” “hell,” and so forth are
becoming more rarely spoken and taught
among us is yet further evidence of

the softening of the truth for what are
emotional reasons. Such words are hard
to hear, so we no longer speak them: just
like Felix listening to Paul in the first
century, unvarnished truth can make the
stubborn heart uncomfortable—even
fearful (cf. Acts 24:24-25).

In his short novella, The Ball and
The Cross, written a century ago, G. K.
Chesterton rightly saw the danger in
the then-new-and-emerging science of
psychology to redefine reality and mental
health in ways that were themselves
unreal—to allow man to define himself
rather than to be defined by God through
Scripture. Thus, in his story, Chesterton
had the devil become incarnate as a

psychologist. The power to “scientifically”

decide and declare what is mentally
healthy (taking that authority away from
Scripture) is the power to define what is
“good” for man.

Similarly, sociologist Philip Rieft,
writing in The Triumph of the Therapeutic
in the mid-twentieth century, noted the
growing influence of psychology on how
we define ourselves: “Religious man was
born to be saved; psychological man is
born to be pleased. The difference was
established long ago, when ‘I believe;
the cry of the ascetic, lost precedence to
‘one feels, the caveat of the therapeutic. If
the therapeutic is to win out, then surely
the psychotherapist will be his secular
spiritual guide.” It is significant that by
the 1960s, Rieff—who was himself an
atheist—recognized the tension between
the therapeutic and the truly religious
worldview.

A specific example of the incursion
of the authority of counseling into the
church involves the matter of marriage.
Marriage is a spiritual and biblical matter
long before it is a legal, sociological, or
psychological matter. Scripture defines
roles that are to be fulfilled in marriage

and yet culture has emphasized subjective
emotional fulfillment over objective

duty to one’s spouse. Just watch any so-
called romantic comedy to see how
outsized the emphasis on emotional

and romantic fulfillment trumps the
drudgery of sacrificing oneself—and
one’s happiness—for one’s spouse. Yet,

I wonder at how many preachers and
elders are becoming more comfortable
outsourcing marital counseling to
“experts” outside the congregation. How
many Christians are spending more time
reading secular books on marriage by
“experts” than they are studying Scripture
and repenting of their own sins in their
marriages? No one denies that there

are bad marriages where one spouse
refuses to repent and that can cause great
suffering; however, that reality does not
change Scripture’s teachings regarding the
permanent nature of marriage or one’s
duty to fulfill one’s marital role regardless
of the other person’s substantial sin.
Ultimately, the therapeutic mindset must
bow to the fact that the Bible calls us to
suffer for righteousness’ sake if necessary
(Matt. 5:10; 1 Pet. 3:14; 2 Tim. 4:5). Jesus
achieved our salvation only by practicing
this reality Himself (Heb. 12:3). We can
either grow strong in faith as we take
part in Christ’s sufferings in this life (2
Cor. 1:5; 2 Cor. 4:10-11; Col. 1:24; 1 Pet.
4:13), or we can choose a “therapeutic
victim mentality;” which is much easier
and more satisfying emotionally. Early
Christians suffered much, but they

did not “process their trauma,” but
actually were told to find joy in their
trials because of the spiritual good that
enduring hardship and suffering can do
for us if we are thinking scripturally and
not worldly (Jas. 1:2-4).

I am not saying there is never a

place for counseling. Still, I perceive a
growing struggle for authority among
God’s people between the therapeutic
perspective and the biblical perspective. I
literally once observed a woman declare
more confidence in her counselor than in
her elders. Counseling often brings with
it a “therapeutic” mindset that quickly
creates a worldview and an emotional
state that is contrary to Scripture. Perhaps

more needs to be said to develop this
point at another time.

The Problem in a Larger,
Biblical Perspective

In reality, there is nothing truly new
about any of this. Both the Old Testament
(particularly the prophets) and the New
Testament (particularly Paul) attest to
this.

In Isaiah 30:9-11, God described His
people thusly:

For they are a rebellious people, lying
children, children unwilling to hear the
instruction of the Lord; who say to the
seers, “Do not see;” and to the prophets,
“Do not prophesy to us what is right;
speak to us smooth things, prophesy
illusions, leave the way, turn aside from
the path, let us hear no more about the
Holy One of Israel”

Similarly, and more familiarly, Paul
told Timothy near the end of his final
letter that “the time is coming when
people will not endure sound teaching,
but having itching ears they will
accumulate for themselves teachers to
suit their own passions, and will turn
away from listening to the truth and
wander off into myths” (2 Tim. 4:3-

4). If it was possible in the first century
to “accumulate. . . teachers to suit their
own passions,” how much more is that
a danger today with the internet and
all manner of false—but emotionally
pleasing—teaching readily accessible?

As much as we rightly fault preachers
who use emotionalism in a worldly way
to attract hearers and water down the
word of God, we also need to challenge
hearers on this count. Worldly preachers
manipulate emotions because there is
an audience for such preaching and
teaching. In reality, we like emotionally
appealing words. We want to be promised
comfort, not called to repentance. We
want to feel good about ourselves, not
have the light of God’s holiness shined on
our sinful impurities that yet need to be
purged.

An important point to be raised
here. False teachers who use emotions
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to manipulate their hearers certainly
lead people astray. Yet, in Scripture,

the problem is the audience for false
teaching as much as the false teacher
himself. There is a sense in which I

am less worried about the individual
preacher who seeks to excite his audience
with preaching about religious prayer
experiences that make his hands tingle,
than I am about the appetite for such
teaching among brethren in the first
place. I am less concerned about an
individual preacher than I am about the
troubling lack of scriptural groundedness
and spiritual discernment among
preachers and elders more broadly in
continuing to use and support such a
man. The existence of such preaching
among us (and the willingness of
brethren to accept it) is as much a
symptom of large-scale spiritual decay

as it is the sole and singular cause of
apostasy. The Lord has a history of giving
people what they want—as a form of
judgment—ijust as Israel declared its
desire for a king like all the nations and
was given the disastrous Saul (cf, 1 Kings
22:18-22; Isa. 6:9-10; Ezek. 14:7-11; 2
Thess. 2:9-12). I worry that perhaps the
rise of such teachers among us might lead
to the same outcome.

Conclusion

We are already becoming corrupted
by the spirit of the age in that too many
want emotional peace and comfort and
shallow “encouragement” rather than
truth that wounds our egos and pricks
our emotions even as it purifies us for the
presence of the only One who is Holy.
“Blessed are those who mourn,” said the
One who is Himself the only Way, Truth,
and Life. Too many want the “peace” of
proof-texted life-hacks, self-care, self-
esteem, self-fulfillment.

The Christian life is not about
avoiding suffering but overcoming it
through faithful endurance. As the
apostle Peter taught, the one who has
suffered has ceased from sin (1 Pet. 4:1).
As the Hebrew writer admonished: “For
you have need of endurance, so that when
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ATHENS

Jones Road Church of Christ
17312 Jones Rd, Athens, AL 35613
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Sun. Worship: 10:20 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible
Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: John Gibson | jonesroadchurch.org
Market Street Church of Christ
514 W Market St, Athens, AL 35611
Sun. Bible Class 9:45 am | Sunday Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible
Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: David A. Cox | 256-232-1525 | marketstreet-church.com
Mt Zion Church of Christ
24190 Wooley Springs Rd, Athens, AL 35613
Sun. Worship 9:30 am & 5:15 pm | Wed. Bible Class 7:00 pm
Evangelists: Bob Watson & Matt Taylor | mtzionchurchofchrist.org

BIRMINGHAM

Vestavia Hills Church of Christ
2325 0Id Columbiana Rd. (near I-65 & Hwy. 31)
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelists: Zack Lee | 205-822-0018

Elkmont

Sandlin Rd Church of Christ
19965 Sandlin Rd. Elkmont, AL 35620
Sun. Bible Class 10:00 am Worship: 11:00 pm & 5:00 pm (Worship & Study) |
Wed. Bible Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Lance R. Taylor | 256-777-0990 | sandlinroadhchurch.com

FLORENCE
College View Church of Christ
851 N. Pine St. (Located next to University campus)
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:15 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Kenny Moorer | 256-766-0403

GARDENDALE

Gardendale Church of Christ
601 Pineywood Road, Gardendale, AL, 35071 (Located 10 miles N of Birming-
ham)
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship: 10:25 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study:
7:00 pm
Evangelists: Andrew Smith & Jason Shackleford | 205-631-2131 | garden-
dalechurchofchrist.com

MOBILE

West Mobile Church of Christ
129 Hillcrest Rd, Mobile, AL 36608
Sun. Worship 9-9:30 am | Bible Study 9:30-10:30 am | Worship 10:30-11:30 am
| Wed. Bible Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Ken Sils | 765-307-8048 | 251-342-4144 or 342-2041 | westmobi-
lechurch.com

CONWAY

Hwy 65 Church of Christ
271 Highway 65 N, Conway, AR 72032
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Bruce Reeves | Bldg: 501-336-0052 | hwy65churchofchrist.org
Prince St. Church of Christ
2655 Prince St., Conway, AR 72034
Sun. Worship 9:00 pm | Bible class 9:50 am | Worship & Lord’s Supper: 10:40
am | Wed. Bible Class 7:00 pm
501-450-8640

FORT SMITH

South 46th St. Church of Christ
2323 South 46th St.
Sun. Bible Study 9:45 am | Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: John Hagenbuch | Bldg: 479-782-0588 | churchofchristfortsmith.
com

HARRISON

Capps Rd. Church of Christ
407 Bella Vista Dr.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:15 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Norman E. Sewell | 870-741-9104 or 870-741-5151 | cappsroad.org

JONESBORO

StoneRidge Church of Christ
514 Airport Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Dick Blackford | 870-933-9134

PINE BLUFF

Hwy 79 S Church of Christ
4341S Camden Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 9:45 am | Worship 10:45 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Clarence W. Sell | 870-879-2097

TUCSON

Church of Christ
145 N. Country Club Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Brenden Ashby | 520-326-3634 | churchofchristtucson.org



CALIFORNIA
BELLFLOWER

Rose Ave. Church of Christ
17903 Ibbetson Ave.
Sun. Bible Study 9:45 am | Worship 10:50 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:30 pm
562-866-5615 | roseavenue.org
LONG BEACH

Church of Christ
3433 Studebaker Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 9:50 am | Worship 10:45 am & 5:30 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
JP Flores | 562-420-2363 or Mark Reeves | 562-377-1674 | justchristians.org
SAN DIMAS

San Dimas Church of Christ
449 W. Allen Ave., Suite 120, San Dimas, CA 91773
Sun. Bible study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm & 4:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:30 pm
909-788-9978 | sandimaschurchofchrist.com

COLORADO

FORT COLLINS

Poudre Valley Church of Christ
126 West Harvard St. | Suite 6
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am
Evangelist: Richie Thetford | poudrevalleychurchofchrist.org

MONTROSE

San Juan Church of Christ
1414 Hawk Parkway, Unit C
Sun. Worship 11:00 pm | Bible Study 2 pm &1:30 pm
970-249-8116 | sanjuanchurchofchrist.org

FLORIDA

DESTIN

South Walton Church of Christ
64 Casting Lake Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
850-622-3817 | southwaltonchurchofchrist.com | Location change coming in
2022: 497 Church St Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459

GENEVA
Church of Christ

Ave. (& 2nd St.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:45 am | 407-349-9998

MARY ESTHER

Church of Christ
6Ln.Dr.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Joey Rankin 850-244-9222

ChurchDirectory

ORLANDO

Church of Christ at S. Bumby
3940S. Bumby Ave.
Sun. Communion: 9:30 am | Bible Study 10:00 am | Praise & Preaching: 10:55
am (No pm Service) | Wed 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Ken Chapman
Office: 407-851-8031 | bumby.org | Note: Please call for current worship and
Bible study times.

PANAMA CITY BEACH

Beach Church of Christ
8910 Front Beach Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
850-234-2521
SEFFNER

Church of Christ
621 E. Wheeler Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 10:50 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:30 pm
Evangelist: Bobby Witherington | 813-684-1297 | seffnercoc.org

PINE MTN. VALLEY
Church of Christ

Route 116 (near Callaway Gardens)

Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:30 pm

Evangelist: Tommy W. Thomas | 706-628-5117 or 628-5229 | pmvchurch.com

BLACKFOOT

Church of Christ
370 N. Shilling | P0. Box 158-83221
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 7:30 pm
208-785-6168 or 681-1552

DES MOINES

Church of Christ
1310 N.E. 54th Ave.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:40 am | Wed. Bible Study 7:00 pm
515-262-6799

DOWNERS GROVE

Church of Christ
1236 63rd St. (Dir: 1.5 miles E of 1355)
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 9:55 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 7:30
pm
Evangelist: Steve Wolfgang | 630-968-0760 | dgcoc.org
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GLEN ELLYN

Glen Ellyn Church of Christ
796 Prairie Ave.
Glen Ellyn, IL 60137
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Sun. Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm
Evangelist: Keith E. Brown | 630-858-2290 & 630-377-3990

MATTOON

Southside Church of Christ
1100S. 17th St.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
217-234-3702

SOUTH HOLLAND

Southeast Church of Christ
16224 S Vincennes Ave.
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am &4 pm | Wed. Bible Study 7:00
pm
Evangelist: Donald Hawkins | 708-339-1008 | southeastchurchofchrist.com

WASHINGTON

Tazewell County Church of Christ
Meeting @ Sleep Inn Suites and Motel | 1101 North Cummings Lane, Washing-
ton, IL 61571
Sun. Worship: 11:30 am | Bible Study: 12:30 pm | Wed. Bible Study 6:30 pm @
home of Tim Sundlie, call for address
Evangelist: Tim Sundlie | 608-796-9028 | sunbeads1@gmail.com | tazewellco-
coc.org

CLARKSVILLE

Clarksville Church of Christ
407 W. Lewis & Clark Parkway, 47129
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:30 pm
Evangelist: Brian Anderson | 812-944-2305 or 812-948-9917 | clarksvillechur-
chofchrist.org

JAMESTOWN
Church of Christ

Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am | Wed. 7:00 pm
765-676-6404 | jamestowncoc.com

NOBLESVILLE

Stony Creek Church of Christ
15530 Herriman Blvd, 46060
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 am | Wed. Bible Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: John Smith | preacherjohn54@att.net | 317-501-8035 or 317-501-
0249 or 317-701-1204

OOLITIC

Church of Christ
400 Lafayette Ave. | PO. Box 34
Sun. Bible Study 9:45 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. 7:00 pm
812-279-4332

PEKIN

Church of Christ
(First St. & Karnes (t.)
Sun. Bible Study 9:45 am | Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Jeremy Goen | 812-967-3437 or 967-3520 | pekinchurchofchrist.
com

TOPEKA

17th Street Church of Christ
5600 SW 17th St, Topeka, KS 66604
Sun. Bible Study 9:15 am | Sun. Worship 10:30 am | Wed. Bible Study 7:00 pm
785-235-8687 or 785-273-7977 | 17thstreetchurchofchrist.org

BEAVER DAM

Church of Christ
1235 Williams St.
Sun. Worship 10:00 am | Bible Study After am Worship & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible
Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Jerid Gunter | 270-274-4451

BENTON

Fairdealing Church of Christ
8081 US Hwy 68-East, Benton, KY 42025
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am | Wed. Bible Study 6:00 pm
270-354-9451 | fairdealingmarc@gmail.com | churchofchristatfairdealing.com
| Conveniently located near Kenlake State Resort Park on the western shore of
Kentucky Lake.

BRANDENBURG

Brandenburg Church of Christ
612 Broadway
Sun. Bible Study 9:45 am | Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
6:30 pm
Evangelist: Charles J. White | 270-422-3878

CAMPBELLSVILLE

Sunny Hill Dr. Church of Christ
107 Sunny Hill Dr.
Worship 9:30 am & 11:30 am | Bible Study 10:30 am | Wed. Bible Study 7:00
pm
Evangelist: Steve Lee | 270-789-1651 | sunnyhillcoc.com

CANEYVILLE

Caneyville Church of Christ
103 N. Main St. | P.O. Box 233
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 10:45 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Jarrod Jacobs | 270-589-4167 or 270-274-3065



DANVILLE

Church of Christ
385 E. Lexington Ave.
Sun. Worship 10:00 am | Bible Study 11:15 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: B.J. Sipe | 859-236-4204

FLORENCE

Northern Kentucky Church of Christ
18 Scott Drive, Florence, KY 41042
Sun. Worship 9:30 am & 5:30 pm | Sun. Bible Study 10:30 am | Wed. Bible
Study 7:00 pm
859-371-2095 | nkcofc.com

FRANKLIN

31-W North Church of Christ
1733 Bowling Green Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Steve Monts | 270-776-9393 | 3Twchurchofchrist.com

LEITCHFIELD

Mill St. Church of Christ
733 Mill St. Hwy 62 .
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 10:55 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Dan McMahan | 270-971-1492 | millstreetchurchofchrist.org

LOUISVILLE

Valley Station Church of Christ
1803 Dixie Garden Dr.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Michael Hardin | michaelhardin1123@att.net | 502-937 2822

SHEPHERDSVILLE

Hebron Lane Church of Christ
3221 East Hebron Lane
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am &5 pm | Wed. Bible Study 7:30
pm
Evangelist: Ron Halbrook & Connie W. Adams | 502-957-5115 or 502-955-1748
| hebronlanechurchofchrist.com

LOUISIANA

GONZALES

Southside Church of Christ
405 Orice Roth Rd. | 70737 (Baton Rouge area)
Sun. Bible Class 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 7:00
pm
Evangelist: R.J. Evans | rjevans@eatel.net | 225-622-4587

MANY

Lakeside Church of Christ
12095 Texas Hwy. (Hwy. 6 W.)
12 miles west of Many
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
318-256-9396
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PORTLAND

Church of Christ
856 Brighton Ave. (Breakwater School) | Leave Maine Turnpike at Exit 48
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm w/ second service immediately
following am worship | Mid-week Bible Study (please call for times & places)
207-839-3075 or 839-8409

KENTWOOD

W. Michigan Church of Christ
3084 Creek Drive SE, #1-C, Kentwood, MI 49512 | P.0. Box 8446, Kentwood,
Mich. 49508 (Grand Rapids area)
Sun. Worship 11:00 am | Sun. Bible Study 12:30 pm | Wed. Bible Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Joseph Gladwell | cedarsprings98@gmail.com

ROSCOMMON

N. Michigan Church of Christ
414 South Main Street
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 am | Wed. Bible Study 6:00 pm
Evangelist: Ryan Thomas | 810-837-1302 or 989-389-3226 | northernmichi-
ganchurchofchrist.com

CLINTON

McRaven Rd. Church of Christ
301 McRaven Rd. (120, exit 36)
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Leonard White | 601-925-9757 or 924-2645

MERIDIAN

7th St. Church of Christ
2914 7th St.
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am

Grandview Church of Christ
2820 Grandview Ave.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Sun. Worship 11:00 pm | Wed. 6:30 pm
Ron Cooper: 601-934-3675 | roncooper@bellsouth.net
Ricky Ethridge: 601-737-5778 | rickymarsha@bellsouth.net

SOUTH HAVEN

Church of Christ
2110 E State Line Rd. (Exit I-55) (Memphis area)
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am | Wed. Bible Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: James A. Brown | Bldg: 662-342-1132

MARYLAND

SEVERN

Southwest Church of Christ
805 Meadow Rd, Severn, MD 21144
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Sun. Worship 11:00 pm & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible
Study 7:30 pm
Evangelist: Brandon Trout | 410-969-1420 or 410-551-6549 | sweofchrist.com
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BLODGETT

Blodgett Church of Christ
422 N Linton St., Blodgett, M0 63824
Sun. Worship 10:00 am | Wed. Bible Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Russell Rice | 573-475-0417

BLUE SPRINGS

Southside Church of Christ
4000 SW Christiansen
Sun. Worship 9:00 pm | Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm | Wed. Bible
Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Brett Hogland | 816-228-9262

BRANSON

Eagle Rock Rd. Church of Christ
432 Eagle Rock Rd.
Sun. Worship 9:30 am | Bible Study 10:30 am | Sun. Evening Worship 2 pm |
Wed. Bible Study 6:00 pm
Evangelist: Philip North | 417-239-1036 | primrosenor@suddenink.net |
eaglerockroadchurchofchrist.org

CAPE GIRARDEAU

Cape County Church of Christ
2912 Bloomfield Rd
Sun. Bible Study 9:15 am | Worship 10:00 am | Wed. Bible Study 7:00 pm

Seth McDonald & Jerry Lee Westbrook | 573-837-1001 | capecountycoc@gmail.

com | capecountycoc.com
FAIR GROVE

Church of Christ
217 N. Orchard Blvd.
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am & 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Walter Myers | 417-830-8972 or 417-736-2663
KENNETT

Church of Christ
703 Harrison St.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Nolan Glover | 573-888-6778 or 870-650-1648 | westsidechurchof-
christ.us

SAINT JAMES

Church of Christ
685 Sidney St.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:15 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Lynn Huggins | 573-265-8628
SAINT JOSEPH

County Line Church of Christ
2727 County Line Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 9:50 am | Wed. Bible Study 7:00 pm
816-279-4737 | countylinechurchofchrist.com

BEATRICE

Church of Christ at 7th & Bell
Bell St & S 7th St. Beatrice, NE 68310
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am & 6:30 pm
402-233-4102 or 402-228-3827 | churchofchrist7bell.org

CHARLOTTE

Charlotte Church of Christ
5327 S.Tryon Street, Charlotte, NC 28217
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Sun. Worship 10:30 am | Wed. Bible Study 7:30 pm
704-525-5655 | charlottechurchofchrist.org

LINCOLNTON

Lincoln Church of Christ
3781 East Highway 27, Iron Station, NC 28080
Sun. Bible Study: 10:00 am | Sun. Worship 11:00 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible
Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Stan Adams | 704-748-9777 (Bldg) & 704-748-3747 (Jerry) |
lincolnncchurch@gmail.com | lincolncoc.com

BEAVERCREEK

Knollwood Church of Christ
1031 Welford Dr, Beavercreek, OH 45434 (located a few miles E of Dayton)
Sun. Short Worship: 9:30 am | Bible Study 10:05 am | Sun. Worship 11:00 am |
Wed. Bible Study Adults: 1:00 pm & All ages: 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Heath Rogers | 937-426-1422 | knollwoodchurch.org

DAYTON

West Carrollton Church of Christ
28 W. Main St., Dayton, OH 45449
Sun. Worship 9:00 pm | Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:25 am | Wed. Bible
Study 7:00 pm
Evangelists: Michael Grushon 937-866-5162 or Alan Beck 937-469-3311 |
WC-C0C.0rg

FRANKLIN

Franklin Church of Christ
6417 Franklin-Lebanon Rd. Franklin, OH 45005
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 10:45 am | Tues. Bible Study 6:30 pm
Evangelist: Josh Lee | 937-789-8055 or 937-746-1249 | franklin-church.org

MANSFIELD

Southside Church of Christ
687 Mansfield-Lucas Rd. Mansfield, OH 44907
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 10:45 am | Wed. Bible Study 4:30 pm
James Bond: 419-564-3878 | Mr. Kim Walton: 419-651-3488 | Bldg: 419-522-
8982 | northsidecofc.us



NEW LEBANON

New Lebanon Church of Christ
1973 W Main St. New Lebanon, OH 45345
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am, & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Bruce Hastings | 937-687-7150 or 937-478-0367
MARIETTA-RENO

Marietta-Reno Church of Christ
80 Sandhill Rd. Reno, OH 45773
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:30 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Mark Childers | 304-615-1091 | 740-374-9827 | mariettarenochur-
chofchrist.org

NORTHWOOD

Frey Rd. Church of Christ
4110 Frey Rd., Northwood, OH 43619 (Toledo Area)
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Donald Jarabek | 419-893-3566 & 567-694-5062

POMEROY

Westside Church of Christ
33226 Children’s Home Rd., Pomeroy, OH 45769
Sun Worship 10:00 am & 5 pm | Bible Study 11:00 am | Wed. Bible Study 6:00
pm
Jack Hunt | wmhunt55@gmail.com | 740-645-4612 | Find us on Facebook!

OKLAHOMA

MCALESTER

North A St. Church of Christ
2120 No. A St.
Sun. Bible Study 9:45 am | Worship 10:45 am & 5:30 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Rob Lungstrum | 918-931-1362 or 918-423-3445

PORTLAND

Liberty NW Church of Christ
4110 NE 122nd Ave #101, Portland, OR 97230
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 am | Thur. Bible Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Samuel A. Matthews | 971-331-2838 | Bldg: 503-432-8697 |
samatm@comcast.net | libertynwechurchofchrist.org

SWEET HOME

Church of Christ
3702 E. Long St.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm & 7:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:30 pm
Bldg: 541-367-1599

ChurchDirectory

PENNSYLVANIA
PHILADELPHIA

Mt. Airy Church of Christ
7222 Germantown Ave, Philadelphia, PA 19119
Sun. Bible Study 10:15 am | Sun. Worship: 11:15 am | Tues. Bible Study: 7:00
pm
Evangelist: James H. Baker, Jr. | 215-248-2026 | mtairychurchofchrist.org

SOUTH CAROLINA
SUMTER

Woodland Church of Christ
3370 Broad St. Extension
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 5:30 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: A.A. Granke, Jr. | 803-499-6023

WEST COLUMBIA

Airport Church of Christ
4013 Edmund Hwy. (Hwy. 302)
Note: See our web site for current assembly schedule.
Evangelist: Terry W. Benton | 803-834-6978 | airport-church-of-christ.com

TENNESSEE
COLUMBIA

Mooresville Pike Church of Christ
417 Mooresville Pike | (Located .8 mi. N. of Hwy. 50/Jas. Campbell)
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 3:30 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
931-388-5828 or 931-381-7898 | mooresvillepikecoc.com

COSBY

Cosby Church of Christ
4894 Hooper Hwy. | 37722 | (Located 15 mi. E. of Gatlinburg on Hwy. 321)
Sun. Bible Study 10am | Worship 11:00 pm & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 6:00
pm
Evangelist: Olie Williamson | 423-487-5540 or 423-748-0844

KINGSTON SPRINGS

Kingston Springs Church of Christ
350 North Main St.
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Steve Walker | kscoc.com

MOUNT PLEASANT

Locust St. Church of Christ
108 Locust St.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Daniel H. King, Sr.| 931-379-3704 or 931-964-3924 | Iscoc.com
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MURFREESBORO

Cason Ln. Church of Christ
1110 Cason Lane
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Bldg: 615-896-0090 | casonlanechurch.org

Northfield Blvd. Church of Christ
2091 Pitts Ln, Murfreesboro, TN 37130 (located at the corner of Northfield Blvd
and Pitts Lane)
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Sun. Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible
Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: David Bunting | 615-893-1200 | GodsRedeemed.org

NASHVILLE

Hillview Church of Christ
7471 Charlotte Pike
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Lee Wildman | 615-952-5458 or 615-356-7318
Perry Heights Church of Christ
423 Donelson Pike
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 9:55 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 7:00
pm
Evangelist: Johnny Felker | 615-883-3118 | perryheights.faithweb.com

ALLEN

Twin Creeks Church of Christ
1414 W. Exchange Pkwy
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Jerry King 214-504-0443 or 972-727-5355 | twincreekscoc.com
ALVARADO

I-35 Church of Christ
E. Service Rd. off I-35, N. of Alvarado
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
817-295-7277 or 790-7253
ALVIN

Adoue St. Church of Christ
605 E. Adoue St., Alvin, TX 77511
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:30 pm
Evangelist: Mark Mayberry | mark@ascoc.org | ascoc.org

BAYTOWN

Church of Christ at Pruett & Lobit
701 North Pruett St.
Sun. Bible Study 9:45 am | Worship 10:40 am & 6:30 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Bldg: 281-422-5926 |We|d0n: 713-818-1321 | biblework.com

BEAUMONT

Dowlen Rd. Church of Christ
3060 Dowlen Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Max Dawson | 409-866-1996 | dowlenroad.com
DICKINSON

Dickinson Church of Christ
2919 Main St/FM 517 E., Dickinson, TX 77539
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Sunday Worship 11:00 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible
Study 7:00 pm
713-298-6673

EDNA

Church of Christ
301 Robison St.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Phillip Stuckey | 361-782-5506 or 361-782-2844 | ednachurchof-
christ.org

EL PASO

Eastridge Church of Christ
3277 Pendleton Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
915-855-1524
GALVESTON (BACLIFF)

Bacliff Church of Christ
4303 18th St, Badliff, TX 77518
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Sun. Worship 10:00 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible
Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Richard Lay | baliffchurchofchrist.org

FORT WORTH

West Side Church of Christ
6110 White Settlement Rd. 76114
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:30 pm
817-738-7269

GRANBURY
0Id Granbury Rd Church of Christ
4313 0ld Granbury Rd, Granbury, TX 76049
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Sun. Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible
Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Chip Foster | 817-913-4209 or 817-279-3351 | oldgranburyrd-
church.org

HOUSTON
Fry Rd. Church of Christ
2510 Fry Rd, Houston, TX 77084
Sun. Bible Study 9:45 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: David Flatt | fryroad.org | church@fryroad.org



IRVING

Westside Church of Christ
2320 Imperial Dr. (Located close to DFW Airport)

Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 9:50 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 7:30

pm
Evangelist: Mark Roberts | 972-986-9131 | justchristians.com

LUBBOCK

Indiana Avenue Church of Christ
6111 Indiana Ave, Lubbock, TX 79413
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Sun. Worship 9:00 am & 11:00 pm | Wed. Bible
Study 7:00 pm
806-795-3377 | lubbockchurch.com

MANSFIELD

Northside Church of Christ
1820 Mansfield Webb Rd, Mansfield, TX 76063
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Sun. Worship: 10:20 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible
Study 5:30 pm.
Evangelist: Tom Roberts | 817-996-3926 | northsidecofc.us

NACOGDOCHES

Shawnee Church of Christ
612 S Shawnee St, Nacogdoches, TX 75961
Sun. Bible Study 9:45 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 | Wed. Bible Study 6:00
pm
Minister: Van Dennis | 936-615-2950
Stallings Dr. Church of Christ
3831N.E. Stallings Dr.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:20 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelists: Randy Harshbarger & Jay Taylor

SAN ANTONIO

Pecan Valley Church of Christ
268 Utopia Ave. (Dir: I-37 S.E. Exit Pecan Valley)
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Jesse Garcia | 210-660 0409 | pecanvalleychurchofchrist.org

SHERMAN

Westwood Village Church of Christ
314 N. Tolbert
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Ronald Stringer

TEMPLE

Leon Valley Church of Christ
4404 Twin City Blvd.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:30 pm
Evangelist: Jason Garcia (yourfriendjgar@gmail.com) or (leonvalleychurch@
gmail.com) | 254-939-0682 | leonvalleychurch.org
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TEXARKANA

Franklin Dr. Church of Christ
2301 Franklin Dr.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:15 am | Wed. Bible Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Bryan Garlock | 870-772-0746 | txkchurch.com

WACO

Sun Valley Church of Christ
340 E Warren St. (in Hewitt, a suburb of Waco)
Sun. Bible Class 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 7:00
pm
Evangelist: Marc Smith | 254-292-2482 or 652-7698

MONTPELIER

Montpelier Church of Christ
Meeting in the Capital City Grange Hall, 6612 Route 12 Berlin, VT 05602
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10 am | Tues. Evening in Homes
Evangelist: Open | montpelierchurchofchrist.com | P0. Box 70, Williamstown,
VT 05679 | For questions or directions: Wade Holt 802-485-4311

CHESAPEAKE

Tidewater Church of Christ
217 Taxus St.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Steven Matthews | 757-436-6900 | tidewaterchurchofchrist.com

RICHMOND

Courthouse Church of Christ
8330 Doublecreek Court, Chesterfield, VA 23832 (Located in teh Metro Area;
Courthouse Rd. at Double Creek Ct. 2.2 miles S of Rt. 288)
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangalist: Nathan L. Morrison | 804-778-4717 | courthousechurchofchrist.com
Forest Hill Church of Christ
1208 W. 41st St.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Jack Bise, Jr. | 804-233-5959

RIDGEWAY

Church of Christ
2970 0Id Leaksville Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm & 5:30 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
276-956-6049 | churchofchristatridgeway.com

ROANOKE
Blue Ridge Church of Christ

929 Indiana Ave. N.E. (5 min. from Roanoke Convention Center)

Sun. 1st Lesson 9:15 am | Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm | Wed.
Bible Study 7:30 pm

Evangelist: Brent Paschall | 540-344-2755 | blueridgecoc.org
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VIRGINIA BEACH

Southside Church of Christ
5652 Haden Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm
Robert Mallard | 757-464-4574

BELLINGHAM

Mt. Baker Church of Christ
1860 Mt. Baker Hwy.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Joe Price | 360-752-2692 or 360-920-6965 | bibleanswer.com/
mtbaker

TACOMA

Manitou Park Church of Christ
Meeting at Gray Middle School, 6229 S. Tyler St., Tacoma, WA 98409
Note: Please see webpage for updated meeting location and times.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 7:00 pm
(Online)
253-242-3098 | tacomachurch@gmail.com | tacomachurch.com

CLARKSBURG

Westside Church of Christ
7 0Id Davisson Run Rd
Sun. Worship 9:30 am
304-622-5433 | westsidechurchofchristwv.net

FAIRMONT

Eastside Church of Christ
1929 Morgantown Ave.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 10:45 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study
7:00 pm
304-363-8696 or 304-844-2437

MOUNDSVILLE

Moundsville Church of Christ
210 Cedar Ave, Moundsville, WV 26041
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Sun. Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible
Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Tony Huntsman | 304-845-4940 | cedarsower.com

CANADA

CALGARY, AB

Northside Church of Christ
803 20A Ave NE, Calgary ABT2E 151
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Sun. Worship 11:00 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible
Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Eric Castillo | +1-403-619-1249 | churchofchristcalgary.com
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