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Another Lesson on Authority?
by Mark Mayberry

While brethren may sometimes become weary of lessons of Bible authority, they serve as an essential reminder of 
fundamental truths.

Introduction

Ingratitude, inattentiveness, and 
insolence are reoccurring failures of 
humanity—especially among those who 
are young and inexperienced. Sadly, 
many in our present age are neither 
thankful nor thoughtful. We boast of 
our superiority to past generations, 
discounting their hard-won victories, 
denying their enduring legacy, and 
dreaming that we can construct a better 
world based upon the fiction that our 
ephemeral ideas are better than the real 
world experience of our fathers. Yet, 
through pride and perversity, we become 
forgetful—ignoring the principles that 
brought success to past generations, 
while repeating their failures, and falling 
into the same traps that have repeatedly 
ensnared God’s people when they drifted 
into apostasy. This was true of ancient 
Israel (Deut. 6:4-15). It was a threat to the 
first-century church (Acts 20:28-32). It 
remains a peril today (Heb. 2:1-4).

Significant Quotation

Recently, a relatively young preacher 
in a neighboring state presented a lesson 
at his home congregation entitled, “It’s 
Deeper than That,” in which he dismissed 
preaching on Bible authority as irrelevant 
and unnecessary. Remember, he labors 
for a non-institutional church of Christ 
that exists because faithful brethren in 
past generations courageously stood 
against error and fought the battle for 
truth. Reflecting on his experience of 
growing up in the Lord’s church, this 
young preacher said,

When I was growing up, a lot of the 
teaching that was being done, at that 
time was more about what we can’t do 
or shouldn’t do as far as the worship 
assemblies, than it was about reaching 
for something that we should be 
doing. . . A lot of the teaching was done 
about things that are unauthorized, 
things that are not allowed in 
worship. . . It always confused me as to 
why we had to have that same lesson so 
frequently. . . You probably remember 
lessons like that from when you were 
growing up. You probably remember 
Bible classes—entire quarters that were 
spent on talking about these kinds of 
things. . . You remember lessons where 
the word “authority” was mentioned 
many, many, many times. And it was 
dissected and things were drilled 
down. And you remember lessons 
about gopher wood, and red heifers, 
and strange fire. And you remember 
about all of those examples that we see 
that talk about how God views things 
in relation to what He said, in relation 
to what He hasn’t said and how He 
interacts with His people based on 
those things.

And. . .
And if you have been paying attention 
very long at all, you know that I have 
not done lessons like that. I have not 
done lessons where I used gopher wood 
as an example of God’s authority and 
what He has spoken. You’ve never heard 
me do a lesson on specific or generic 
authority. We’ve not had any lessons on 
instrumental music or how the church 
should spend its money. And I admit to 
that, that those lessons have not been 
taught. . . Why have we not had a lesson 
on instrumental music? Why have 
we not had a lesson on how to spend 

church funds? Why have we not talked 
about generic and specific authority? 
My answer to that is, “It’s a whole lot 
deeper than that. . .”

But. . .
Having attacked the foundation of 

biblical authority, this brother offered 
nothing of substance to take its place.

Deep Things?

Let us distinguish between the deep 
things of God and the deep things of 
Satan. Men often exalt their own wisdom, 
while discounting the revelation of God’s 
mind that was given by the Holy Spirit. 
We are not left without guidance, because 
“the Spirit searches all things, even the 
depths of God. . .” (1 Cor. 2:10).

In contrast, men often rationalize 
false doctrine and corrupt practices: 
Addressing the spiritual deficiencies at 
Thyatira, the Lord chastised the church 
for tolerating a woman identified as 
Jezebel, “who calls herself a prophetess, 
and she teaches and leads My bond-
servants astray so that they commit acts 
of immorality and eat things sacrificed 
to idols” (Rev. 2:20). After describing 
the dire consequences that would befall 
Jezebel and her followers, Jesus addresses 
the faithful remnant: “But I say to you, 
the rest who are in Thyatira, who do not 
hold this teaching, who have not known 
the deep things of Satan, as they call 
them—I place no other burden on you. 
Nevertheless, what you have, hold fast 
until I come” (Rev. 2:24-25).

So, the Bible speaks of the deep things 
of God and also the deep things of Satan. 
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Pride often blinds us to its peril. As Paul 
said, “The word of the cross is foolishness 
to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God” (1 
Cor. 1:18). Those who pursue the path of 
apostasy often manifest a condescending 
spirit toward those who simply seek to 
follow God’s pattern. In the dark days 
preceding the Babylonian captivity, 
Jeremiah called Israel to return unto God: 
“Stand by the ways and see and ask for 
the ancient paths, where the good way is, 
and walk in it; and you will find rest for 
your souls.” Because they refused to listen, 
calamity and disaster lay ahead (Jer. 6:16-
19; 18:15-17).

Thus says the LORD, “Stand by the ways 
and see and ask for the ancient paths, 
where the good way is, and walk in it; 
and you will find rest for your souls. But 
they said, ‘We will not walk in it.’ And I 
set watchmen over you, saying, ‘Listen 
to the sound of the trumpet!’ But they 
said, ‘We will not listen.’ Therefore hear, 

O nations, and know, O congregation, 
what is among them. Hear, O earth: 
behold, I am bringing disaster on this 
people, the fruit of their plans, because 
they have not listened to My words, and 
as for My law, they have rejected it also” 
(Jer. 6:16-19).

For My people have forgotten Me, they 
burn incense to worthless gods, and 
they have stumbled from their ways, 
from the ancient paths, to walk in 
bypaths, not on a highway, to make their 
land a desolation, an object of perpetual 
hissing; Everyone who passes by it will 
be astonished and shake his head. Like 
an east wind, I will scatter them before 
the enemy; I will show them My back 
and not My face in the day of their 
calamity (Jer. 18:15-17).

Why Preach on Bible  
Authority?

God Is Our Creator

We must preach on Bible authority 
because God is our Creator. He is the 
Potter and we are the clay (Isa. 64:8). We 
are in no position to consider ourselves 
His equal or question His word or ways.

Woe to those who deeply hide their 
plans from the LORD, and whose deeds 
are done in a dark place, and they say, 
“Who sees us?” or “Who knows us?” 
You turn things around! Shall the 
potter be considered as equal with the 
clay, that what is made would say to 
its maker, “He did not make me;” or 
what is formed say to Him who formed 
it, “He has no understanding?” (Isa. 
29:15-16).

Mortal man often manifests the defiant 
spirit of a rebellious teenager:
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Woe to the one who quarrels with his 
Maker—an earthenware vessel among 
the vessels of earth! Will the clay say to 
the potter, “What are you doing?” or 
the thing you are making say, “He has 
no hands”? Woe to him who says to a 
father, “What are you begetting?” or 
to a woman, “To what are you giving 
birth?” (Isa. 45:9-10).

For clay to be suitable for the potter’s 
wheel, it must possess proper plasticity: 
(1) being sufficiently pliable to conform 
to the will of the potter, and (2) being 
sufficiently cohesive to maintain its shape. 
The same principles apply spiritually. 
We must conform to the image of His 
Son, and we must have enough internal 
consistency (i.e., grit) to maintain our 
shape when we stand on our own.

Paul said, “Thanks be to God that 
though you were slaves of sin, you 
became obedient from the heart to that 
form of teaching to which you were 
committed, and having been freed from 
sin, you became slaves of righteousness” 
(Rom. 6:17-18). The Greek word tupos, 
here translated “form,” suggests a model 
or pattern (BDAG, 1020), or a “form” or 
mold (Vine, 202). Thayer says it refers to 
“the teaching which embodies the sum 
and substance of religion and represents 
it to the mind” and further states that, in 
a technical sense, it refers to “the pattern 
in conformity to which a thing must be 
made” (Thayer, 632).

God is the Potter. We are the clay. We 
must be pliable enough to conform to His 
will. If viewed from another standpoint, 
the gospel is the mold. Like liquid clay 
that is poured into a mold, we must be 
conformed to the doctrine of Christ as 
revealed in the New Testament.

Christ Is Our King

We must preach on Bible authority 
because Christ is our King. The events 
associated with Jesus’s triumphal entry 
into Jerusalem fulfilled the Messianic 
prophecy of Israel’s coming King:

This took place to fulfill what was 
spoken through the prophet: “SAY 
TO THE DAUGHTER OF ZION, 
‘BEHOLD YOUR KING IS COMING 
TO YOU, GENTLE, AND MOUNTED 
ON A DONKEY, EVEN ON A 
COLT, THE FOAL OF A BEAST OF 
BURDEN’” (Matt. 21:4-5; cf. John 
12:12-15).

The inspired apostle Paul praised 
the Lord Jesus Christ as “He who is the 
blessed and only Sovereign, the King 
of kings and Lord of lords, who alone 
possesses immortality and dwells in 
unapproachable light, whom no man 
has seen or can see. To Him be honor 
and eternal dominion! Amen” (1 Tim. 
6:15-16). While sinful men rebel against 
the Lord’s anointed (cf. Ps. 2), faithful 
disciples respect Christ’s authority and 
obey Him in all things. In giving the 
Great Commission, Jesus said:

All authority has been given to Me 
in heaven and on earth. Go therefore 
and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age (Matt. 
28:18-20).

Jesus possesses all authority. The 
apostles were commanded to go unto 
all the world and make disciples of all 
nations. A disciple is a learner (i.e., one 
who sits at the Master’s feet). Accepting 
the yoke of submission and service, he 

becomes an active learner. The Greek 
word manthanō, translated “learn,” 
means “to gain knowledge or skill by 
instruction” (BDAG, 615).

The term “mathematics” (i.e., the 
science of quantity; the abstract science 
which investigates the concepts of 
numerical and spatial relations) derives 
from this same Greek word. One does not 
master mathematics by simply making up 
their own set of subjective rules (such as 
asserting “two plus two equals five”) but 
by respecting the rules that govern this 
abstract science. In the same manner, there 
are rules that govern communication. 
While some may criticize the authoritative 
concept of “Command, Example, and 
Necessary Inference” (C.E.N.I.), these are 
the tools of communication—not only 
in the study of God’s word but also in 
everyday discourse.

The Holy Spirit Is Our Guide

We must preach on Bible authority 
because the Holy Spirit is our Guide. In 
1 Corinthians 2:6-16, the apostle Paul 
describes the nature of New Testament 
inspiration:

Yet we do speak wisdom among those 
who are mature; a wisdom, however, 
not of this age nor of the rulers of this 
age, who are passing away; but we speak 
God’s wisdom in a mystery, the hidden 
wisdom which God predestined before 
the ages to our glory; the wisdom 
which none of the rulers of this age has 
understood; for if they had understood 
it they would not have crucified the 
Lord of glory; but just as it is written, 
THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT 
SEEN AND EAR HAS NOT HEARD, 
AND which HAVE NOT ENTERED 
THE HEART OF MAN, ALL THAT 
GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE 
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WHO LOVE HIM. For to us God 
revealed them through the Spirit; for 
the Spirit searches all things, even the 
depths of God. For who among men 
knows the thoughts of a man except 
the spirit of the man which is in him? 
Even so the thoughts of God no one 
knows except the Spirit of God. Now 
we have received, not the spirit of the 
world, but the Spirit who is from God, 
so that we may know the things freely 
given to us by God, which things we 
also speak, not in words taught by 
human wisdom, but in those taught by 
the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts 
with spiritual words. But a natural man 
does not accept the things of the Spirit 
of God, for they are foolishness to 
him; and he cannot understand them, 
because they are spiritually appraised. 
But he who is spiritual appraises all 
things, yet he himself is appraised by 
no one. For WHO HAS KNOWN THE 
MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE 
WILL INSTRUCT HIM? But we have 
the mind of Christ (1 Cor. 2:6-16).

Furthermore, in the epistle to the 
Ephesians, Paul made three significant 
statements: (1) Along with the other 
apostles and prophets, Paul served as an 
agent of revelation; (2) by referring to 
this, when we read, we can understand his 
insights into the mystery of Christ (i.e., 
truths that were previously hidden, but 
now have been revealed); and, (3) proper 
understanding is not only possible, it is 
imperative.

For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner 
of Christ Jesus for the sake of you 
Gentiles—if indeed you have heard 
of the stewardship of God’s grace 
which was given to me for you; that by 
revelation there was made known to me 
the mystery, as I wrote before in brief. 
By referring to this, when you read 
you can understand my insight into 
the mystery of Christ, which in other 
generations was not made known to the 
sons of men, as it has now been revealed 
to His holy apostles and prophets in the 
Spirit (Eph. 3:1-5).

Therefore, be careful how you walk, not 
as unwise men but as wise, making the 
most of your time, because the days 
are evil. So then do not be foolish, but 
understand what the will of the Lord is 
(Eph. 5:15-17).

A Unified Theme

The Holy Scriptures present a 
unified theme. When the Old and 
New Testaments are taken together, 
we observe God’s grand, overarching 
plan of redemption. The Bible not only 
reveals God’s perfection, but also the 
universality of sin. Despite man’s prowess 
and potential, his accomplishments 
are fleeting, his days are numbered, his 
character is flawed. From its opening 
pages (which record Adam and Eve’s 
transgression in the garden) to its closing 
chapter (which portrays the heavenly 
restoration of Eden), the divinely inspired 
message points to a Deliverer who will 
crush the head of the serpent (Satan), and 
through the promised seed of Abraham 
(Jesus Christ), bring a blessing upon the 
entire world.

Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed 
us with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places in Christ, just as He 
chose us in Him before the foundation 
of the world, that we would be holy and 
blameless before Him. In love (Eph. 
1:3-4).

If you address as Father the One who 
impartially judges according to each 
one’s work, conduct yourselves in fear 
during the time of your stay on earth; 
knowing that you were not redeemed 
with perishable things like silver or gold 
from your futile way of life inherited 
from your forefathers, but with precious 
blood, as of a lamb unblemished and 
spotless, the blood of Christ. For He 
was foreknown before the foundation 
of the world, but has appeared in these 
last times for the sake of you (1 Pet. 
1:17-20).

Criticisms and Consistencies

Please recall the statement of our 
critical brother who decried the use of 
such Bible examples:

You remember lessons about gopher 
wood, and red heifers, and strange 
fire. . . And if you have been paying 
attention very long at all, you know that 
I have not done lessons like that. I have 
not done lessons where I used gopher 
wood as an example of God’s authority 

and what He has spoken. You’ve never 
heard me do a lesson on specific or 
generic authority. We’ve not had any 
lessons on instrumental music or how 
the church should spend its money. And 
I admit to that, that those lessons have 
not been taught. . .

What about this? Are evangelists 
like me, who have presented repeated 
lessons on the need for Bible authority, 
and have cited Old Testament examples 
that reference gopher wood and strange 
fire just a bunch of country bumpkins? 
Those who are enamored with the 
“deeper” insights of popular evangelical 
pastors seem allergic to such a simplistic 
approach. Yet, this peril is perennial:

For the word of the cross is foolishness 
to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved, it is the power of 
God. For it is written, “I will destroy the 
wisdom of the wise, And the cleverness 
of the clever I will set aside.” Where 
is the wise man? Where is the scribe? 
Where is the debater of this age? Has 
not God made foolish the wisdom of 
the world? For since in the wisdom 
of God the world through its wisdom 
did not come to know God, God was 
well-pleased through the foolishness of 
the message preached to save those who 
believe (1 Cor. 1:18-21).

Although the Old Testament records 
God’s dealings with mankind from ages 
past, consistencies may be seen, despite the 
dispensational differences. Why was Abel’s 
sacrifice accepted while Cain’s was rejected? 
Why was Noah saved by water while the 
antediluvian world perished? Why were 
Nadab and Abihu destroyed by fire? Finally, 
what’s the deal with the red heifer?

Consider Abel

God accepted the offering of Abel but 
rejected the offering of Cain (Gen. 4:3-
5). Why? Because Abel acted by faith—
following God’s instructions while Cain 
did not (Heb. 11:4; cf. Rom. 10:17).

So it came about in the course of time 
that Cain brought an offering to the 
LORD of the fruit of the ground. Abel, 
on his part, also brought of the firstlings 
of his flock and of their fat portions. 
And the LORD had regard for Abel 
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and for his offering; but for Cain and 
for his offering, He had no regard. . . 
(Gen. 4:3-5).

By faith Abel offered to God a better 
sacrifice than Cain, through which he 
obtained the testimony that he was 
righteous, God testifying about his gifts, 
and through faith, though he is dead, he 
still speaks (Heb. 11:4).

So faith comes from hearing, and 
hearing by the word of Christ (Rom. 
10:17).

Contemplate Noah

Why was Noah saved by water 
while others died in the deluge? Noah 
found favor in God’s eyes because 
he was righteous and walked with 
God (Gen. 6:8-9). He followed God’s 
instructions regarding the ark (i.e., its 
construction and dimensions) and its 
contents (i.e., his family, the animals and 
birds [two of every clean kind, seven of 
every unclean kind], plus provision for 
them all) (Gen. 6:19-21; 7:1-3).

God specified that Noah build the 
ark of gopher wood. What kind of wood 
was that? We don’t know. Koehler says 
it refers to “an unknown species of tree 
used for building the ark” (HALOT, 
200). However, rest assured that Noah 
understood God’s instructions, and 
that he followed them explicitly: “Thus 
Noah did; according to all that God had 
commanded him, so he did” (Gen. 6:14-
22, esp. v. 22). Accordingly, Noah is 
counted as a hero of faith:

By faith Noah, being warned by God 
about things not yet seen, in reverence 
prepared an ark for the salvation of his 
household, by which he condemned 
the world, and became an heir of the 
righteousness which is according to 
faith (Heb. 11:7).

Learn from Nadab & Abihu

What about Nadab and Abihu, 
the sons of Aaron, who were divinely 
executed because they offered strange 
fire before the Lord? God gave specific 
instructions regarding the construction of 
the tabernacle and the worship that was 
offered therein.

According to all that I am going to show 
you, as the pattern of the tabernacle and 
the pattern of all its furniture, just so 
you shall construct it (Exod. 25:9).

See that you make them after the 
pattern for them, which was shown to 
you on the mountain (Exod. 25:40).

Then you shall erect the tabernacle 
according to its plan which you have 
been shown in the mountain (Exod. 
26:30).

Then the LORD spoke to Moses, 
saying, “Speak to Aaron and say to 
him, ‘When you mount the lamps, the 
seven lamps will give light in the front 
of the lampstand.’” Aaron therefore did 
so; he mounted its lamps at the front 
of the lampstand, just as the LORD 
had commanded Moses. Now this was 
the workmanship of the lampstand, 
hammered work of gold; from its base 
to its flowers, it was hammered work; 
according to the pattern which the 
LORD had shown Moses, so he made 
the lampstand (Num. 8:1-4).

God destroyed Nadab and Abihu, and 
then did not permit Aaron to engage 
in the normal expressions of grief. This 
served as an object lesson to Israel (and 
ultimately, to us) of the need for full 
obedience: “By those who come near Me 
I will be treated as holy, And before all 
the people I will be honored” (Lev. 10:1-
7).

Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of 
Aaron, took their respective firepans, 
and after putting fire in them, placed 
incense on it and offered strange fire 
before the LORD, which He had not 
commanded them. And fire came out 
from the presence of the LORD and 
consumed them, and they died before 
the LORD. Then Moses said to Aaron, 
“It is what the LORD spoke, saying, 
‘By those who come near Me I will 
be treated as holy, And before all the 
people I will be honored.’” So Aaron, 
therefore, kept silent. Moses called also 
to Mishael and Elzaphan, the sons of 
Aaron’s uncle Uzziel, and said to them, 
“Come forward, carry your relatives 
away from the front of the sanctuary 
to the outside of the camp.” So they 
came forward and carried them still in 
their tunics to the outside of the camp, 
as Moses had said. Then Moses said 
to Aaron and to his sons Eleazar and 
Ithamar, “Do not uncover your heads 
nor tear your clothes, so that you will 
not die and that He will not become 
wrathful against all the congregation. 
But your kinsmen, the whole house of 
Israel, shall bewail the burning which 
the LORD has brought about. You shall 
not even go out from the doorway of 
the tent of the meeting, or you will die; 
for the LORD’S anointing oil is upon 
you.” So they did according to the word 
of Moses (Lev. 10:3).

Afterwards, God reiterated the 
procedures that Aaron and other priests 
must follow in Old Testament worship, 
including specific instructions regarding 
the incense offering: “He shall take a 
firepan full of coals of fire from upon the 
altar before the LORD and two handfuls 
of finely ground sweet incense, and bring 
it inside the veil. He shall put the incense 
on the fire before the LORD, that the cloud 
of incense may cover the mercy seat that is 
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on the ark of the testimony, otherwise he 
will die” (Lev. 16:1-13, esp. v. 13).

Reflect on the Red Heifer

Instructions regarding the Old 
Testament ritual of the red heifer, while 
less familiar to modern day disciples, was 
equally precise (Num. 19:1-10). Animal 
sacrifices are no longer operative since 
Jesus offered Himself as a perfect sacrifice 
(Heb. 9:23-10:10). However, obedience 
to God’s pattern remains relevant in the 
Christian dispensation.

For whatever was written in earlier 
times was written for our instruction, 
so that through perseverance and 
the encouragement of the Scriptures 
we might have hope. Now may the 
God who gives perseverance and 
encouragement grant you to be of the 
same mind with one another according 
to Christ Jesus, so that with one accord 
you may with one voice glorify the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
(Rom. 15:4-6).

Summary

From the beginning to the end of 
Sacred Scripture, obedience is rewarded, 
disobedience is punished. The people of 
God must do what He says, and follow the 
divinely revealed pattern, not substitute 
their own preferences. Sadly, history has 
a habit of repeating itself (2 Chron. 36:15-
16; Hos. 4:6). Therefore, we need regular 
reminders (2 Pet. 1:13-15; 3:1-2).

I consider it right, as long as I am in 
this earthly dwelling, to stir you up 
by way of reminder, knowing that the 
laying aside of my earthly dwelling is 
imminent, as also our Lord Jesus Christ 
has made clear to me. And I will also 
be diligent that at any time after my 
departure you will be able to call these 
things to mind (2 Pet. 1:13-15).

This is now, beloved, the second letter 
I am writing to you in which I am 
stirring up your sincere mind by way of 
reminder, that you should remember 
the words spoken beforehand by the 
holy prophets and the commandment 
of the Lord and Savior spoken by your 
apostles (2 Pet. 3:1-2).

Let us continue to emphasize basic 
Bible doctrines. May our preaching be 
based upon a “book, chapter and verse” 
approach. Our duty is to speak the 
utterances of God—providing a “Thus 
saith the Lord. . .” for all that we proclaim 
and practice.

Whoever speaks is to do so as one 
who is speaking the utterances of God; 
whoever serves is to do so as one who 
is serving by the strength which God 
supplies; so that in all things God may 
be glorified through Jesus Christ, to 
whom belongs the glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen (1 Pet. 4:11). 
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Meditations

Redeeming the Time
by Kyle Pope

8

In his letters to the Ephesians and Colossians, Paul urged the brethren in both congregations to live their lives “redeeming 
the time” (Eph. 5:16; Col. 4:5b). How does one redeem time? How much time do we have to redeem? Is it morbid and 
pessimistic to consider such questions? How well are we “redeeming the time” in our lives?

Introduction

This year I turned sixty. That doesn’t 
seem as old as it used to, but even so, it 
will take a while to sink in. It will take 
some getting used to, to say “I’m sixty.”

Moses, in the prayer recorded in 
Psalm 90, declared, “The days of our lives 
are seventy years; and if by reason of 
strength they are eighty years, yet their 
boast is only labor and sorrow; for it is 
soon cut off, and we fly away” (Ps. 90:10, 
NKJV). He wasn’t describing a hard and 
fast rule, but a general tendency. Moses 
himself lived to be one hundred and 
twenty and in good health—“his eye was 
not dim, nor his natural force abated” 
(Deut. 34:7). This side of the flood, 
human life on earth does not last for 
centuries, but only about seventy years, 
or “threescore years and ten” (as the King 
James put it).

Moses’s words bear an amazing 
correlation to modern conditions in 
America. In the recent decades before 
Covid-19 (i.e., from 1960-2020), the 
average life expectancy in the US rose 
steadily from 70 to 77. It hasn’t always 
been that way. In 1860, it was 39! Nor is it 
the same everywhere. Today in Japan it’s 
84. In Great Britain, it’s 80.

So, “I’m sixty!” What does that mean 
for me? At twenty, it was easy to feel “ten 
feet tall and bulletproof,” but at sixty it is 
burying one’s head in the sand to imagine 
life on earth will continue indefinitely. 
David prayed, “LORD, make me to know 
my end, and what is the measure of my 
days, that I may know how frail I am” (Ps. 
39:4). We have no indication that David, 
like Hezekiah, was told in exact terms how 
long he had to live (cf. 2 Kings 20:1-6; Isa. 
38:1-5). David is praying that he would not 
take his life for granted and presume to 
have more time than he really did.

James, through the Holy Spirit, 
warned of this attitude. He wrote:

Come now, you who say, “Today or 
tomorrow we will go to such and such 
a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, 
and make a profit;” whereas you do 
not know what will happen tomorrow. 
For what is your life? It is even a vapor 
that appears for a little time and then 
vanishes away. Instead, you ought to 
say, “If the Lord wills, we shall live and 
do this or that” (Jas. 4:13-15).

This is not teaching that we should 
live with a morbid fear that death is 
around every corner. Jesus has released 
the Christian from “bondage” to the “fear 
of death” (Heb. 2:14-15). Like David’s 
prayer, James is teaching disciples of 
Christ to live in recognition of God’s 
providential care and the brevity of our 
own lives.

Paul expressed this idea with a figure 
of speech he used in two different epistles 
in different contexts. In his letter to 
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the church in Ephesus, he urged them 
to “walk circumspectly,” or “carefully” 
(ASV), not behaving as “fools but as wise” 
(Eph. 5:15, NKJV). He urged them not 
to “be unwise but” to “understand what 
the will of the Lord is” (Eph. 5:17). In the 
midst of this admonition, he told them 
that they should be “redeeming the time, 
because the days are evil” (Eph. 5:16). In 
a similar way, he urged the Colossians 
to consider their influence on non-
Christians. He commanded them to, 
“Walk in wisdom toward those who are 
outside” (Col. 4:5a). Part of this involved 
how they speak. He explained, “Let your 
speech always be with grace, seasoned 
with salt, that you may know how you 
ought to answer each one” (Col. 4:6). 
While offering this instruction, Paul also 
said that they should live, “redeeming the 
time” (Col. 4:5b).

Redemption involves the “regaining 
or gaining possession of something in 
exchange for payment or clearing a debt” 
(New Oxford American Dictionary). How 
does one redeem time? The Holy Spirit, 
through Paul, is teaching Christians that 
we have a debt, or an obligation, for how 
we use the use of the time entrusted to 
us. Whether our days are many or few, 
the Lord has given them to us with the 
expectation that we will use them wisely. 
We must not waste our time. There is 
work to do in service, devotion, and 
obedience to Him. Using time wisely 
doesn’t clear our debt to the Lord as it 
relates to sin, but the careful use of time 
in recognition that it is a trust bestowed 
upon us by God, Paul describes as 
“redeeming the time.”

So, “I am sixty.” How much time do I 
have to redeem? Only the Lord knows, 
but sometimes family trends can offer 
clues. My father lived to be seventy-
seven. If I live as long as he did, I have 
seventeen years, or 204 months, 6,205 
days, or 148,920 hours! That’s quite a bit 
of time. Yet, one of my grandfathers died 
at sixty-two. That would leave me only 
two years, or twenty-four months, 730 
days, or only 17,520 hours. That’s not as 
much time to redeem, is it? Perhaps I 
have inherited some longevity from my 

great-grandparents. My father’s grandpa 
lived to be eighty-eight. I met him once. 
If I live that long, I will have twenty-eight 
more years, or 336 months, 10,220 days, 
or 245,280 hours. Do I have that much 
time? My mother’s grandma lived to be 
100! I was with her on her last birthday. 
That would leave me forty more years, 
or 480 months, 14,600 days, or 350,400 
hours. That’s a lot of time! Do I have that 
much? Only the Lord knows.

What’s clear is, I have no time to 
waste! I need to redeem whatever time 
I have. Peter told his readers, “For we 
have spent enough of our past lifetime 
in doing the will of the Gentiles—
when we walked in lewdness, lusts, 
drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, 
and abominable idolatries” (1 Pet. 4:3). 
To apply this to myself, I have no time 
for crankiness, self-pity, or selfishness—I 
have “spent enough” time on those 
things. I must redeem my time! The 
Wise Man urged one to “rejoice with the 
wife of your youth” (Prov. 5:18b) and the 
psalmist declared, “children are a heritage 
from the LORD, The fruit of the womb 
is a reward” (Ps. 127:3). I have no time 
to waste. I must show my love to my wife 
and family. I must work to influence their 
faith and encourage their love and service 
to the Lord. I must redeem my time! Paul 
told the saints in the church in Rome 
to “Be devoted to one another in love. 
Honor one another above yourselves” 
(Rom. 12:10, NIV). I have no time to 
waste. I have a commitment to serve the 
congregation with which I am identified. 
I have brothers and sisters who need my 
encouragement, edification, and love. 
I must redeem my time! Peter taught, 
“Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, 
and always be ready to give a defense to 
everyone who asks you a reason for the 
hope that is in you, with meekness and 
fear” (1 Pet. 3:15, NKJV). I have no time 
to waste. I must stand ready to share 
my faith with those around me. I must 
redeem my time!

All of this assumes that “all things 
continue as they were from the beginning 
of creation” (2 Pet. 3:4b). We can’t 
presume that. Peter warned, “The day of 

the Lord will come as a thief in the night, 
in which the heavens will pass away with 
a great noise, and the elements will melt 
with fervent heat; both the earth and the 
works that are in it will be burned up” (2 
Pet. 3:10). Paul told the Thessalonians, 
concerned that their loved ones who 
had already died had missed out on 
the blessings of the gospel, that at any 
moment:

The Lord Himself will descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
an archangel, and with the trumpet of 
God. And the dead in Christ will rise 
first. Then we who are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them 
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 
And thus we shall always be with the 
Lord (1 Thess. 4:16-17).

That means that at any moment the 
Lord could return, this life will come to 
an end, and each of us will be called to 
account for how well we have redeemed 
the time we have been given.

Conclusion

“I am sixty!” How will I redeem the 
time the Lord may give me? That isn’t 
a dark and gloomy thought to ponder. 
Paul wrote that we should live, “knowing 
the time, that now it is high time to 
awake out of sleep; for now our salvation 
is nearer than when we first believed” 
(Rom. 13:11). Whether the Lord grants 
me many days or few; whether the Lord 
returns before I see even another day, 
may I (and all children of God) recognize 
the blessing we have been given to have 
time in service to Him and live every day 
“redeeming the time.” 
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“I probably should have trained more, 
but I think I’ll be able to finish!” The 
perky young woman on our overnight 
relay team tied her shoe, adjusted her 
long brunette ponytail, and trotted off to 
run her second leg of the race.

She’s seventeen. She’s athletic. It 
turned out she was right. Even though 
she had only put in one or two training 
runs for this race, she walked away with 
a finisher’s medal. Her quads and ankles 
were sore, and it was hard to walk for a 
couple of days, but she finished it.

As someone with many more years 
and miles on this young woman, I 
am truly in awe of her ability and 
determination to see a race through 
that she hadn’t trained for. I also can’t 
help but wonder: what could she have 
achieved that weekend if she had actually 
trained for this? How much further or 
faster could she go if she ate a bagel and 
peanut butter between her runs, instead 
of munching on Doritos?

The Christian race is hard. Hebrews 
12:1 tells us it takes endurance. We 
know from Galatians 6:9 that it’s entirely 
possible to feel weary when we are doing 
good. Scripture also tells us we can gather 
strength for it, that God has put helps 
in place that we can use. How often do 
we complain about how hard we are 
struggling when we just haven’t been 
training well for it?

It’s easy to think—“I’ve got this!” or 
“This isn’t so hard!”—when things are 
going well or even when we are in a busy 
season and need to rely on past spiritual 
training. Often, we do okay for a while. 
At some point, “okay” can turn into 

“struggle,” and if we’re not careful, then 
we can be left limping along, wondering 
how we got here, and if we’ll finish the 
race at all.

God wants everyone to start—
and finish—this race we have on earth 
(2 Pet. 3:9). While he always gets the 
credit for our ability to be in this race 
at all, Scripture indicates that we need 
to be active participants in our own 
strengthening and endurance.

Doritos taste great. They have just the 
right amount of crunch. However, they 
don’t really help prepare us for long-
distance running in the way other foods 
do. Would our spiritual race be easier if, 
instead of eating spiritual Doritos, we 
were regularly fueling ourselves with the 
kind of spiritual food that would leave us 
not just finishing the race, but finishing 
it well?

Running the Race Unprepared
by Lindsay Mast

In all endeavors, preparation is an essential key to success, while a lack thereof consigns us to mediocrity, or condemns us to 
failure.
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What if we spent more time in His 
word? What if we committed to an active 
and specific prayer life? What if we gave 
more money away? Actively pursued 
hospitality a la Romans 12:12? What if 
we pursued deeper fellowship with other 
Christians? What if we actually got more 
uncomfortable in the name of the Lord?

That teenager never felt the discomfort 
of run training before the race. Yet, out on 
the course, being reduced to hobbling up 
hills, she certainly felt the consequences 
of it. Had she been well-trained, that 
race would’ve felt challenging, but likely 
not debilitating. How much more for us, 
spiritually, if we will put in some work so 
that when our spiritual problems come, 
we have the strength and endurance to 
persevere? The finish will certainly be 
worth the discomfort.

Therefore, since we are surrounded by 
such a great cloud of witnesses, let us 
throw off everything that hinders and 
the sin that so easily entangles. And 
let us run with perseverance the race 
marked out for us, fixing our eyes on 
Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. 
For the joy set before Him, He endured 
the cross, scorning its shame, and sat 
down at the right hand of the throne 
of God. Consider Him who endured 
such opposition from sinners, so that 
you will not grow weary and lose heart 
(Heb. 12:1-3). 
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Our Focus in Christ
by Bruce Reeves

Introduction

The greatest challenge for Christians 
today may involve maintaining our 
spiritual focus in a world full of 
distractions. Satan overcomes some 
with a direct and full-frontal assault, 
but with others he simply offers a host 
of options that draw us away from our 
mission as God’s people (Matt. 6:33; Col. 
3:1-2). As Paul encourages believers to 
have the mind of Christ, he calls them 
to focus on their fellowship and hope 
in God (Phil. 1:1-11; 1:21-26; 2:5). One 
of the very impressive characteristics 
of the apostle Paul was that, even in 
adversity, he remained focused on being 
with Christ for all eternity. Our spiritual 
vision is indispensable to our joy and 
faith, remaining constant even when 
our circumstances do not. Divine joy is 
grounded in the emulation of Christ, not 
in preserving ideal physical conditions 
(Phil. 4:2). Having emphasized the 
blessings of our fellowship in the gospel, 
Paul now encourages his readers to center 
their minds on Jesus Christ even in times 
of tribulation.

Maintaining Focus Despite 
Suffering

Paul writes, “Now I want you to know, 
brethren, that my circumstances have 
turned out for the greater progress of the 
gospel, so that my imprisonment in the 
cause of Christ has become well known 
throughout the whole praetorian guard 
and to everyone else, and that most of the 
brethren, trusting in the Lord because of 
my imprisonment, have for more courage 

to speak the word of God without fear” 
(Phil. 1:12-14). The phrase “now I want 
you to know” offers an emphatic priority 
for the Philippians to understand what 
is important. In modern language, we 
might say, “I really want you to get this” 
or “I really want you to understand.”

We often become discouraged when 
the surrounding circumstances make it 
hard for us to do God’s work, but doors 
opened for the gospel are often opened 
by the Lord in adverse and challenging 
situations (Phil. 1:12; cf. Acts 14:27; 1 
Cor. 16:9; Col. 4:3). What may seem to be 
a negative may become a positive through 
God’s providence. Paul lived what he 
preached! Rather than being filled with 
bitterness about the trying nature of 
his experiences, he was filled with the 
joy of the Lord for the opportunity to 
share the gospel of Christ. He knew that 
the progress of the gospel could be a 
rough, but rewarding, road. The term 
“furtherance,” or “progress,” describes not 
only moving ahead, but doing so against 
obstacles. The related verb was used of 
an explorer or of an army advance team 
cutting a path through dense trees and 
underbrush, moving ahead slowly and 
with considerable effort, yet successfully 
and deliberately (John MacArthur, 58-
59). As the gospel continues to progress, 
the Lord will bring it to perfection 
regardless of the opposition that we, His 
people, encounter (Phil. 1:6, 12).

How had Paul’s imprisonment possibly 
turned out to be for the “greater progress 
of the gospel”? The progress of the gospel 
had been seen among non-believers 
who were positioned around Paul. The 

Praetorian Guard was the Imperial Guard 
of Rome. This guard was an elite corps of 
handpicked soldiers established for the 
Emperor of the Roman Empire. In time, 
this guard became the Emperor’s private 
bodyguard, and in the end, nothing less 
than kingmakers. In our nation, they 
would be like a mixture of the Secret 
Service and the Honor Guard. Although 
Paul was allowed some freedom, he 
was constantly under guard and these 
soldiers were under his constant spiritual 
influence. Had there been the least 
divergence from his profession of faith, 
these soldiers would have caught it. What 
they observed was Christ in His obedient 
servant, Paul. They noticed that he was 
no ordinary prisoner of Rome, but he 
was a “bondservant of Christ Jesus” (Phil. 
1:1). The gospel was unhindered even 
while Paul was imprisoned (Acts 28:30-
31; Phil. 1:13; 4:22). Thus, he wrote, 
“Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the 
dead, descendant of David, according to 
my gospel, for which I suffer hardship 
even to imprisonment as a criminal; but 
the word of God is not imprisoned” (2 
Tim. 2:8-9). Not only had non-believers 
been influenced by the imprisonment of 
the apostle, but many brethren had also 
been emboldened to courageously “speak 
the word of God without fear” (Phil. 
1:14). Satan intends persecution to stifle 
the gospel, but the Lord uses it to convert 
the lost and convict the saved (Acts 8:1-
5). When we hear of the persecution our 
brothers and sisters in Christ undergo 
around the world, we too are encouraged 
to stand more firmly in our faith (1 Pet. 
5:9). Courage, like fear, is contagious!

Our faith will grow, our resolve will be grounded, and the focus of our hope will become stronger and stronger until we 
dwell in the glorious presence of God in our eternal reward.
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Maintaining Focus Despite 
False Brethren

One of the most painful experiences 
for a gospel preacher is encountering 
selfish ambition among brethren, 
especially fellow laborers in the gospel. 
The brothers Paul refers to are teaching 
truth, not error. He would never have 
rejoiced in the teaching of the Judaizers. 
In fact, Paul felt it necessary to warn 
brethren of those teaching false doctrine. 
He bluntly identifies false teachers as 
“dogs,” “evil workers,” and those who 
teach a “false circumcision” (Phil. 3:2). 
There is a time to identify those whose 
“end is destruction, whose god is their 
appetite, and who glory is in their shame, 
who set their minds on earthly things” 
(Phil. 3:19). He tearfully warns brethren 
of those who were “the enemies of the 
cross” (Phil. 3:18). It is painful to lose 
formerly faithful brethren to error, 

but the truth of the gospel must be 
proclaimed. Such experiences bring tears, 
not joy; yet it must be done to “safeguard” 
the “unsuspecting” from deceptive, but 
“smooth and flattering speech” which 
causes “hindrances contrary to the 
doctrine which you have learned” (Phil. 
3:1-2; cf. Rom. 16:17). Friendships and 
past relationships must never overwhelm 
our commitment to the word of God.

Yet, even among those who are 
teaching the truth, there can be varying 
motivations. Those whom Paul describes 
as being driven by “selfish ambition” or 
“contention” were teaching the truth with 
selfish agendas (Phil. 1:17). The problem 
was not these brothers’ doctrine, as in 
Philippians 3:2 with the Judaizers, but 
with their motivations. Paul does not 
specifically mention what these fellow 
preachers were saying about him or in 
what way they thought their preaching 

of the gospel would cause distress to 
Paul in his imprisonment, but there are 
some valuable applications that can be 
drawn from the context. Some brethren 
preach from “good will,” “love,” and “pure 
motives” in support of the “defense of 
the gospel, whereas others are driven 
by”envy,” “strife,” and “selfish ambition.” 
Their hostility can be heard in their 
unfair misrepresentations and unloving 
slurs toward those who defend the 
truth of Christ (Phil. 1:15-17). The term 
“selfish ambition” comes from a word 
that describes one who works for money 
as a hireling and is obsessively focused 
on his own interests. These brothers tend 
to be obsessed with self-promotion and 
self-aggrandization professedly in the 
name of the gospel, when their goals 
were grounded in a competitive spirit (1 
Cor. 3:1-7; 4:6). Those who are preaching 
error must be opposed, but those who 
are preaching truth must be supported 
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and encouraged. Perhaps the brethren 
who opposed Paul were jealous of his 
work and were attempting to use the 
gospel as a tool to harm him, rather than 
glorify Christ. However, Paul was not 
thinking about His own interests, he was 
thinking about the cause of Christ, “What 
then? Only that in every way, whether in 
pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; 
and in this I rejoice” (Phil. 1:18). It is 
critical that we see the big picture! We 
must not allow selfish ambition to enter 
our hearts and disrupt the declaration 
of the whole counsel of God and the 
fellowship and support of those who teach 
the truth of the gospel (1 Cor. 2:1-5). It 
is in the denial of ourselves that we find 
the greatest spiritual joy. We can always 
know that God will righteously judge 
the motives of humanity and reward the 
diligence of the righteous (2 Tim. 4:7-8). 
Our responsibility is to preach the gospel 
and serve our Savior.

Maintaining Focus through 
Faith

Paul declares the deliverance of our 
joyful faith when he writes, “Yes, and I 
will rejoice, for I know that this will turn 
out for my deliverance through your 
prayers and the provision of the Spirit 
of Jesus Christ. . .” (Phil. 1:18-19). How 
can we face difficulties ranging from 
suffering to detractors? Paul attributes 
his confidence in God’s deliverance to 
two major factors. First, he was thankful 
for the prayers of his brethren in Christ. 
Paul prayed for them (Phil. 1:3-4), and 
they prayed for him (Phil. 1:19). There is 
great power in praying for one another as 
children of God. The second contribution 
to his deliverance was the provision of 
the Spirit of Christ. The “Spirit of Christ” 
refers to the help and strengthening of 
the Holy Spirit in the gospel (Acts 16:6-
7; Rom. 8:9; 15:30; 1 Pet. 1:11). The exact 
nature of the help which Paul speaks of is 
understood by looking at the context. He 
references what is evidently a backward 
look at his proclamation of the gospel 
(Phil. 1:12). Christians are “strengthened 
with power through His Spirit in the 
inner man, so that Christ may dwell in 

your hearts through faith” (Eph. 3:16-17). 
Through the message of the cross we are 
strengthened, encouraged, and blessed 
with comfort and peace in the stormy 
trials of life, “Now I commend you to God 
and to the word of His grace which is able 
to build you up. . .” (Acts 20:32).

Conclusion

Having the attitude and mind of Christ 
will intensify, strengthen, and embolden 
our focus on God. Our faith will grow, 
our resolve will be grounded, and our 
hope will become increasingly strong 
until we dwell in the glorious presence of 
God in our eternal reward. 
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Developing a Firm Faith

Through the Faithful Christ
by Shane Carrington

16 June 2023 | truthmagazine.com

As we navigate this fallen world, the faithful Christ provides tools for our strength, hope, and peace.

Introduction

We live in a fallen world. Evidence 
for this is everywhere. Recent reminders 
include the bloodshed of war, abortion, 
and mass shootings.

We should also gaze into the mirror 
and behold brokenness in our own 
lives as we struggle with personal 
transgressions against God.

But Jesus!
He came to deliver us from sin, 

transform us into His image, and 
embolden us in the hope of eternal life.

Our faith is strengthened the more we 
come to understand both Jesus’s deity and 
humanity (Heb. 1-2). This article focuses 
on His faithfulness (Heb. 3), which 
should strengthen our faith and aid us in 
overcoming this fallen world.

Faithful Ones and Our Faith

Before listing the heroes of faith in 
chapter 11, the writer points us to Moses 
and Jesus as the great examples of faith.

Moses provides an example which 
modern disciples can strive to emulate. 
Moses “was faithful in all His house” 
(Heb. 3:2). He gave faithful allegiance 
to God “as a servant” (Heb. 3:5). This 
does not imply that Moses had no 
weaknesses, or that he never sinned. 
We know the story, so we know better, 
but the deficiencies of Moses are not the 
focal point of his life. He stood up for his 
people before his exile to Midian (Exod. 
2:11-15). He listened when God spoke to 
him from the burning bush, confronting 
Pharaoh with God’s message, “Let My 

son (i.e., Israel) go” (Exod. 3). By God’s 
wisdom and power, Moses led them to 
freedom through the Red Sea (Exod. 12-
15), instruction at Mt. Sinai (Exod. 19-
20), construction of the tabernacle in 
the wilderness (Exod. 25-40), and to the 
precipice of the promised land (Deut. 
31-34). His failings aside, Moses set an 
example for us by being “faithful in all 
His house,” but we have an even better 
example to follow.

Jesus provides the ultimate example 
of faithfulness. “He was faithful to Him 
who appointed Him” (Heb. 3:1-2). Moses 
was faithful as a servant in God’s ancient 
house/family (Israel), but Christ is “a Son 
over His house” (Heb. 3:6), “whose house 
we are.” Listen to what Jesus said about 
Himself.

For I have come down from heaven, not 
to do My own will, but the will of Him 
who sent Me (John 6:38).

Listen to what is said about Him.
In the days of His flesh, He offered up 
both prayers and supplications with 
loud crying and tears to the One able 
to save Him from death, and He was 
heard because of His piety. Although 
He was a Son, He learned obedience 
from the things which He suffered. And 
having been made perfect, He became 
to all those who obey Him the source of 
eternal salvation (Heb. 5:7-9).

The Father sent Jesus so that we might 
“become conformed to the image of His 
Son, so that He (i.e., Jesus) would be the 
firstborn among many brethren” (Rom. 
8:29). May we follow His example of 
faithfulness as members of the church 

(Heb. 3:6; 1 Tim. 3:15), God’s house or 
family today.

Jesus and Moses urge us to 
faithfulness. We can “hold fast our 
confidence and the boast of our hope firm 
until the end” (Heb. 3:6). We can heed 
God’s warnings, submit to God’s will, and 
receive His blessings.

Take care, brethren, that there not be in 
any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart 
that falls away from the living God. But 
encourage one another day after day, 
as long as it is still called “Today,” so 
that none of you will be hardened by 
the deceitfulness of sin. For we have 
become partakers of Christ, if we hold 
fast the beginning of our assurance firm 
until the end (Heb. 3:12-15).

Moses was generally faithful to God, 
but he made mistakes. In this, Moses 
serves as an example to us both in what 
to do and what to avoid. Jesus rendered 
perfect obedience to God, giving us two 
things:

•	 a flawless example which we must strive 
to follow, and

•	 a perfect, sinless sacrifice in order to 
forgive our failings.

When God’s people come to Him in 
repentance and prayer, He forgives them 
of their transgressions (1 John 1:8-10; 
Acts 8:20-24).

Obstacles to Faithfulness

The writer mentions the difficulties 
we face in this fallen world. We are 
tempted toward “unbelief ” (Heb. 3:12). 
Ancient Israel believed God existed, but 
was still guilty of “unbelief.” Likewise, 
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we can believe that God “is,” while still 
being guilty of “unbelief.” In the context, 
“unbelief ” refers to not rendering faithful 
obedience to Him.

And to whom did He swear that they 
would not enter His rest, but to those 
who were disobedient? So we see that 
they were not able to enter because of 
unbelief (Heb. 3:18-19).

Notice in those verses how 
“disobedient” is interchangeable with 
“unbelief.” Ancient Israel believed God 
existed, but the degree of their faith 
did not rise to the level of submission 
to His will. Many passages teach this 
principle (John 12:42-43; 14:15; Rom. 
1:5; 4:12; 16:26; Gal. 5:6). “Faith” without 
submission is not really faith (Jas. 2:14-26).

They wrestled with hardness of heart, 
provoked God, tested/tried Him, and, as 
God said, went “astray in their heart, and 
they did not know My ways” (Heb. 3:7-
10). The result? God banned them from 
the promised land.

As I swore in My wrath, “They shall not 
enter My rest” (Heb. 3:11).

They had a heart problem. True service 
to God is multi-faceted, beautiful, and 
robust: “faith working through love” (Gal. 
5:6). Ancient Israel’s character during 
that period is described as unbelief, 
disobedience, and sin (Heb. 3:16-19). This 
danger can also creep into our lives.

Take care, brethren, that there not be 
in any one of you an evil, unbelieving 
heart that falls away from the living God 
(Heb. 3:12).

How can we overcome this danger?

Overcoming in a Fallen World

We live in a dangerous world, but 
God brings us opportunity and hope. 
He graciously provides several tools to 
strengthen and embolden us for service 
now, preparing us for eternal life yet to 
come. We overcome through…

Through the Faithful Christ

He is the foundation of our 
faithfulness (Heb. 3:1-2, 6). His 
faithfulness to His Father, revealed in 
His living, dying, arising, ascending, and 
reigning, paved the way for us. His perfect 
example also gives us a pattern unto 
which we strive and through which we 
grow. What a Savior!

Through Self-Awareness

We need to understand both life’s 
dangers and our weaknesses, then “take 
care” (“beware,” NKJV) (Heb. 3:12) 
and “hold fast” (Heb. 3:14). Knowing 
our deficiencies helps us avoid Satan’s 
schemes while growing stronger in areas 
of concern. What an opportunity!

Through Participation with the 
Faithful

We must “encourage one another day 
after day” (Heb. 3:13), including through 
participating well in assemblies (Heb. 
10:24-25). God placed us in a family 
with brothers and sisters in Christ, 
because we need spiritual grounding 
and accountability. We grow best while 
surrounded by people who love us, and, 
more importantly, the Lord and His word. 
What a gift!

Conclusion

Satan uses the discouragements, 
distractions, and deceptions of this fallen 
world to draw us away from God and His 
holy word.

Overcome in Jesus by remembering 
your initial faith. “For we have become 
partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the 
beginning of our assurance firm until 
the end” (Heb. 3:14). Read His word. 
Faithfully participate in the assemblies. 
Work closely in every way with a sound 
congregation.

Grow stronger in Jesus through 
maintaining a tender heart for truth (Heb. 
3:15). Meditate upon His precepts, pour 
out your heart in praise and petition, and 
see Christ in the hearts and lives of the 
faithful ones whom you know well where 
you worship.

The faithful Christ is our foundation 
for faith in a fallen world. Listen to 
Him, observe Him closely in the pages 
of Scripture, and build your life upon 
Him. He is our calm and peace amid 
life’s storms. While the world around you 
crumbles, He will stabilize you in life, 
and He will lead you to our eternal home. 
Trust Him; He is faithful. 
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What is the biblical distinction between 
body, soul, and spirit?

 
 
 

Question:

Why does Paul mention both spirit 
and soul in 1 Thessalonians 5:23? Aren’t 
they the same? 

Answer:

There are times when the Bible uses 
Thess. words synonymously, because 
there is an overlapping of meaning in 
them. On other occasions, however, it 
uses the two words side by side in the 
same sentence because there are varying 
significances in them as well.

Yes, the Bible does identify three parts 
of man’s nature—body, soul, and spirit—
in some verses (1 Thess. 5:23); but the 
usual pattern is to focus on the physical 
and the spiritual, the outer and the inner. 
That there is a distinction between “soul” 
and “spirit” should be obvious from the 

statement of the Hebrews writer in 4:12, 
where he clearly drew a line between the 
two.

Though “spirit” (Hebrew ruach, Greek 
pneuma) sometimes means something 
else (like wind or breath), there is no 

doubt that it usually refers to man’s inner 
part, made in God’s image/likeness. It 
designates the human entity, the real 
person. That spiritual part of the human 
is not subject to death but survives the 
dissolution of the human body (Eccl. 12:7; 
Acts 15:7). It is not a product of human 
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generation but comes directly from God, 
who forms the spirit of man within him 
(Zech. 12:1; Heb. 12:9). It was in reference 
to our inner nature that Moses said, “We 
fly away” (Ps. 90:10).

The word “soul” (Hebrew nephesh, 
Greek psuche) is a generic term that 
conveys different meanings, which the 
context must determine.

“Soul” is sometimes a synonym for 
the person (Ezek. 18:20; Acts 2:47; 1 Pet. 
3:21). Bible writers used the principal part 
of the human being in such passages to 
designate the whole person—a figure of 
speech known as synecdoche.

“Soul” also sometimes refers to 
one’s animal/physical life, which man 
possesses in common with the beasts 
(Gen. 1:30; 2:7; 7:22). Such use appears in 
Matthew 2:2 and 16:26. In an interesting 
description of punishment inflicted 
upon the Egyptians during the Exodus in 
Psalms 78:50, Asaph apparently refers to 
their physical life saying, “He spared not 
their soul from death, but gave their life 
over to the pestilence.” “Soul” and “life” 

are used interchangeably in this case of 
Hebrew parallelism. What the psalmist 
is saying is that they lost their physical 
existence as they died; nothing here refers 
to the spiritual nature, the spirit.

“Soul” is also a synonym for man’s 
immortal spirit in passages like Matthew 
10:28 and Acts 2:27. In the former 
passage, only God can render the soul 
devoid of its welfare (the meaning is not 
annihilation); in the latter, Jesus’s soul 
was in the Hadean realm for that period 
between His death and resurrection.

Two passages which use “soul” and 
“spirit” interchangeably are Genesis 35:18 
and Ecclesiastes 12:7. In Genesis 35:18, 
where Moses was recording the death 
of Rachel in giving birth to Benjamin, 
we learn that Rachel died when her soul 
departed. James 2:26 shows that death 
takes place when the spirit leaves the 
body. In view of what we learn elsewhere, 
the soul (spirit) then returns to God, who 
gave it (Eccl. 12:7). The Lord even gave us 
an example of such happening in the case 
of Stephen’s spirit (Acts 7:57).

As a final note, observe that Paul’s 
prayer in 1 Thessalonians 5:23 was that 
God might preserve them complete—
spirit, soul, and body—without blame at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. It 
is possible that two of these, “spirit” and 
“soul,” constitute what we usually call the 
spiritual part of each person, with “body” 
being the material. 
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Archaeology

Last October, I had the privilege of 
traveling with the rest of the Appian 
Media crew to the beautiful country of 
Egypt. We were there to film scenes from 
our upcoming documentary series “Out 
of Egypt.” One evening, we boarded a 
train in Giza (the third-largest city in 
Egypt) and after eight hours, we arrived 
in Luxor. Our drivers met us there and 
drove us out to a factory where they still 
hand make mud bricks.

On the day that we arrived, the 
foreman had five individuals who were 
working for him. Over the course of a 
normal working day, one person can 
make about 500 bricks. On that day, of 
course, their goal was to make 2,500.

It was an amazing experience to watch 
them work. They had a huge pile of dirt 
with channels of water feeding the area. 
The dirt was mixed with the water and 
then taken, one wheelbarrow load at 

a time, to a separate area. In this area, 
they would walk through the mud with 
their bare feet and turn the mud over 
with their hands. This served a two-
fold purpose: (1) By working the mud 
with their hands and feet, it prepared 
the mud to be in the correct consistency 
for making the bricks. (2) By putting 
their bare hands and feet into the mud, 
they could find and remove any foreign 
objects (such as rocks) which would 
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Egyptian Bricks
By Barry Britnell

Spending time making mud bricks in the middle of Egypt is a great time to be reminded of the value of hard work and the 
value of Jesus.

Caption #1: Appian Media Video Recording Crew on Location
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limit the mud’s ability to dry properly. 
Once the mud was ready, then it would 
be taken to a third area, where another 
man used a wooden form to shape and 
actually create the bricks. At that point, 
the baking process would begin. If the 
weather is consistently sunny and warm, 
then a mud brick will need to bake in the 
sun for about five days before it is ready 
to be sold and used in construction.

It was an amazing experience to watch 
and as we drove away, several thoughts 
came to mind.

First, hard work is a good thing. As we 
shook their hands and spoke with them, 
it was obvious that these men were 160 
pounds of pure muscle. They were strong 
as oxen. As we were filming the scenes, 
a couple of us actually worked with the 
men to create the bricks. I will be honest 
with you. After about five minutes, I was 
breathing hard. This was really hard work, 
and I was not prepared for it.

Jesus worked hard while He was here 
on earth. In Matthew 4:23-24, we read:

And he went throughout all Galilee, 
teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom 
and healing every disease and every 
affliction among the people. So his fame 
spread throughout all Syria, and they 
brought him all the sick, those afflicted 
with various diseases and pains, those 
oppressed by demons, those having 
seizures, and paralytics, and he healed 
them (ESV).

Do you see the words that I have 
highlighted in that passage? Jesus went 
to all of Galilee…and cured every disease 
and every affliction. his fame was spread 
throughout all Syria and they brought 
Him all the sick.

That is a lot of hard work. Jesus 
worked very hard while He was on earth. 
So should we.

Second, sometimes hard work can be 
very messy, but that does not mean that it 
is not important. Walking through mud 
every day is a messy job! In fact, it may 
be the very definition of a messy job! Yet, 
that doesn’t mean that it is unimportant. 
As we drove away from the site, we 
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passed house after house after house that 
had been constructed using the mud 
bricks which were created by those men. 
Hundreds of people are now living in 
houses that would not exist without the 
hard, messy work of those men.

Jesus did messy work as well. Think 
about that passage again from Matthew 4. 
Think about all the people who came to 
see Jesus. Some of these were people who 
had sores on their body. Some of these 
people had internal diseases causing 
bodily fluids to come out of them. Some 
of these people were running fevers 
and sweating. Some of these people 
were highly contagious. Speaking and 
caring for these people was not a pretty 
job, but that doesn’t mean that it was 
unimportant.

Jesus took the time for these people. 
While we are not told the details, I 
suspect that Jesus didn’t quickly heal 
them and send them on their way. He 
probably spoke with them. He cried with 
them. He comforted them. Then He 
would heal them.

It was messy work, but for those 
people, it was incredibly important.

I appreciate our time at the mud-brick 
factory outside of Luxor. Even though our 
team was there to discuss and film scenes 
about the Exodus, I was reminded of 
Jesus. Isn’t that interesting? Think about 
that.
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Mentoring

Mentoring Enjoyment
by Chris Reeves

24

So many people today are living unhappy lives. They get up each day and go through their routines with no enjoyment. In 
contrast, God wants all of us to enjoy life and He tells us in His word how we can do that.

Introduction

Let me ask you a question that you 
may not get asked often: Are you happy? 
Are you enjoying life? So many people 
are not. If you Google something like 
“Percentage of Americans who are 
unhappy,” you will find many stories 
reporting the sad reality of the sad state 
of many people today. One AP News 
story found on nbcnews.com from 2020 
is titled “Americans are the unhappiest 
they’ve been in 50 years, poll finds. Just 
14% of U.S. adults say they’re very happy.”

Why are there so many unhappy 
people in the world? Many people are 
showing high rates of negativity in their 
life. There is much sadness, loneliness, 
depression, suicide, stress, anxiety, fear, 
anger, etc., in the lives of many. Many 
people are merely existing, but they 
do not have any real hope, purpose, 
meaning, or joy in life. This is not good, 
and this is not what God wants for you.

I’m not a “life coach” as some would 
call it, but I would like to take the time 
to mentor others in the importance of 
enjoying life as God directs us to do. 
One place in the Bible to learn how to 
enjoy life is the book of Ecclesiastes. Did 
you know that Solomon writes several 
places in the book of Ecclesiastes about 
enjoying life? Let’s look at six important 
lessons that we can learn from him on 
this subject.

People Have to Be Reminded 
to Enjoy Life.

Solomon tells his readers that they 
need to enjoy life. That he addressed this 
subject shows that people need to be 
reminded to do it. We can get so caught 
up in life that we forget to enjoy it. You 
need to stop and take the time to enjoy 
life. If you are too busy to enjoy life, you 
are too busy. Hear what Solomon says:

There is nothing better for a man than 
that he should eat and drink, and make 
his soul enjoy good in his labor. This 
also I saw that it is from the hand of 
God (Eccl. 2:24, ASV).

Enjoyment in Life Is a “Gift 
from God.”

Solomon not only tells his readers to 
enjoy life, but he tells them where this 
enjoyment originates—it comes “from the 
hand of God,” and it is a “gift from God.” 
When we think about gifts from God, we 
usually think about the gift of Jesus, the 
gift of salvation, or the gift of answered 
prayer. Enjoyment is also one of God’s 
gifts. God gives us many things to enjoy; 
take the gift. Hear what Solomon says:

Behold, that which I have seen to be 
good and to be comely is for one to eat 
and to drink, and to enjoy good in all 
his labor, wherein he labors under the 
sun, all the days of his life which God 
hath given him: for this is his portion. 
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Every man also to whom God hath 
given riches and wealth, and hath given 
him power to eat thereof, and to take 
his portion, and to rejoice in his labor—
this is the gift of God. For he shall not 
much remember the days of his life; 
because God answers him in the joy of 
his heart (Eccl. 5:18-20, ASV).

Enjoyment Is to Be Found in 
Everyday Activities.

Solomon tells his readers to enjoy 
things like eating and drinking, one’s 
labor, and one’s wife. He is talking about 
ordinary, everyday activities. You don’t 
have to have some special activity or 
occasion to enjoy life. You don’t have 
to spend money to enjoy life. You don’t 
have to go to a special place to enjoy 
life. You can enjoy life right around you 
in the ordinary events throughout the 
day. It could be food, yard work, a sport, 
a hobby, a good book, a drive in the 
country, a walk in the park, a visit, a good 
deed, etc., that you enjoy. Hear what he 
says:

Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and 
drink thy wine with a merry heart; for 
God hath already accepted thy works. 
Let thy garments be always white; and 
let not thy head lack oil. Live joyfully 
with the wife whom you love all the 
days of thy life of vanity, which He hath 
given thee under the sun, all thy days of 
vanity: for that is thy portion in life, and 
in thy labor wherein you labor under 
the sun (Eccl. 9:7-9, ASV).

Enjoyment Is to Be Found  
During Difficult Times.

Solomon tells his readers to enjoy 
life, but he also talks about real-life 
experiences such as death and old age. 
He talks about the different “seasons” of 
life that include the negative, the difficult, 
and the troubling (Eccl. 3:1-9), and 
then he says to enjoy life. What we learn 
from this is that we are to enjoy life even 
during difficult times. Even when one is 
growing old, or dying, or experiencing 
some mistreatment, one can find 
something to enjoy in those times as well. 
In fact, when one continues to enjoy life, 

one can make it through the tough times. 
Hear what he says:

I have seen the travail which God hath 
given to the sons of men to be exercised 
therewith. He hath made everything 
beautiful in its time: also He hath set 
eternity in their heart, yet so that man 
cannot find out the work that God hath 
done from the beginning even to the 
end. I know that there is nothing better 
for them, than to rejoice, and to do 
good so long as they live. And also that 
every man should eat and drink, and 
enjoy good in all his labor, is the gift of 
God (Eccl. 3:10-13, ASV).

A Lack of Enjoyment Is  
Unfortunate.

Solomon laments the situation that 
one can be in where he finds no “good” in 
life. Even if this person lived many years, 
if he enjoyed no good and then died, 
what is the point of living? The same is 
true for us. We can live a long life, but if 
we do not choose to enjoy it along the 
way, it will be empty and vain. Don’t be 
among the unfortunate who fail to enjoy 
life. Hear what he says:

If a man beget a hundred children, 
and live many years, so that the days 
of his years are many, but his soul be 
not filled with good, and moreover he 
have no burial; I say, that an untimely 
birth is better than he: for it cometh in 
vanity, and departs in darkness, and the 
name thereof is covered with darkness; 
moreover it hath not seen the sun nor 
known it; this hath rest rather than the 
other: yea, though he live a thousand 
years twice told, and yet enjoy no good, 
do not all go to one place? (Eccl. 6:3-6)

Enjoyment Without Serving 
God Is Empty.

Lastly, Solomon tells his readers that 
enjoyment without God is vanity (Eccl. 
2:1). It’s not enjoyment for enjoyment’s 
sake, but enjoyment from God and 
recognizing one’s dependance upon God 
and obedience to God (Eccl. 12:13-14). 
It’s enjoying life while serving God at the 
same time. Hear what he says:

Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth, 
and let thy heart cheer thee in the days 
of thy youth, and walk in the ways of 
thy heart, and in the sight of thine eyes; 
but know thou, that for all these things 
God will bring thee into judgment. 
Therefore, remove sorrow from thy 
heart, and put away evil from thy flesh; 
for youth and the dawn of life are vanity 
(Eccl. 11:8-9).

Conclusion

Let me encourage you to get up and 
get out and enjoy life more. Pick one 
thing this week to enjoy and then try 
to increase the number each week until 
you are enjoying things each day. We 
don’t need to be reckless or careless, 
but we do need to live in the moment—
“stop and smell the roses.” We don’t need 
to live in a fantasy world of unreality, 
but we do need to find joy even in the 
difficult things. We don’t need to engage 
in hedonistic immorality, but we do need 
to enjoy “good, clean fun.” We don’t need 
to attempt to enjoy life without God, but 
we do need to enjoy life with Jesus Christ. 
Friend, enjoy life—this is the gift of God! 
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Wild Grapes
by Jeffrey Henry
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In Romans 11, Paul asks, “Has God rejected His people?” No. God chose the nation of Israel as the vehicle through which 
He would carry out His plan and purpose. However, each individual (Jew and Gentile alike) exercises freedom of choice 
regarding the same.

Introduction

As God’s elect, let us produce all 
various fruits of the Spirit with prudent 
hearts. For when the harvest time comes, 
the Lord expects an abundant, ripe 
gathering of fruit.

Let me sing for my beloved my love 
song concerning his vineyard: My 
beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile 
hill. He dug it and cleared it of stones, 
and planted it with choice vines; he 
built a watchtower in the midst of it 
and hewed out a wine vat in it; and 
he looked for it to yield grapes, but it 
yielded wild grapes (Isa. 5:1-2, ESV).

Wild grapes are woody, deciduous 
vines with a voracious growth habit. Some 
can even reach up to fifty feet in length. 
They’re considered weeds because of how 
aggressively they grow and can overtake a 
garden or forest with little effort. Thanks 
to their sticky tendrils, they’re able to 
latch onto trees and bushes like parasites, 
quickly overpowering them and depriving 
that plant of sunlight. Moreover, their 
roots grow into the ground as thick 
tangles that persist for years, making it 
nearly impossible for crops to compete 
for soil nutrients. These aren’t the sweet, 
cultivated grapes we’re used to finding at a 
grocery store. Rather, they were extremely 
bitter to the taste.

In Isaiah chapter 5, we read of a 
vineyard that the Lord our God himself 
prepared. Wise in understanding, He 
carefully fashioned this vineyard with 
everything it could need to produce 
bountiful good fruit. He chose a beautiful 

green hill. He removed the rocks and 
tilled the ground underneath. He planted 
it with the finest seed. He furnished it 
by building a watchtower and wine vat 
within it. All that was left to do was to 
wait for it to grow, and He waited with 
eager anticipation. Yet in the fullness 
of time, when the vine was ready to be 
harvested, He found it insufficient. The 
vineyard hadn’t produced the expected 
sweet grapes of wine, but yielded bitter, 
wild grapes—worthless for anything 
good. Therefore, God destroyed the 
vineyard and razed it to the ground 
(vv. 5-6), forsaking it to drought and to 
thorns.

The Nation of Israel

The vineyard described here is the 
nation of Israel (v. 7). The Lord chose 
a land flowing with milk and honey 
(Exod. 3:8). He removed the idolatrous 
nations (Lev. 18:24-25). Instructing them 
in all His ways, He planted His chosen 
people (Duet. 6:10-12). In His glory, He 
tabernacled in their midst, guarding them 
day and night (Num. 14:14). The Lord 
had showered Israel with His goodness, 
yet they only bore withered fruits of greed 
and injustice. They broke His laws and 
gave themselves over as prostitutes to 
other gods, twice over defiling the land 
which had once been purified. Israel 
should have been a beacon of the Lord’s 
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salvation to the surrounding nations by 
bearing His holy name (Ex. 19:6, Isa. 
49:6). Instead, they became filled with 
corruption and yielded sin—wild grapes. 
Therefore, the master of the house (Matt. 
21:33-43) brought judgment to the nation 
of Israel by destroying it, and thus the sad 
song of the vineyard. Amid the carnage 
of Israel’s collapse, the Lord our God was 
carefully preserving the chosen seed of 
promise.

Thus says the Lord: “As the new wine is 
found in the cluster, and they say, ‘Do 
not destroy it, for there is a blessing in 
it,’ so I will do for my servants’ sake, 
and not destroy them all. I will bring 
forth offspring from Jacob, and from 
Judah, possessors of my mountains; my 
chosen shall possess it, and my servants 
shall dwell there. Sharon shall become 
a pasture for flocks, and the Valley of 
Achor a place for herds to lie down, for 
my people who have sought me” (Isa. 
65:8-10 ESV).

Despite the nation of Israel failing in 
its responsibility to glorify God, there 
had always been a righteous remnant. A 
fragment of the vine that actually yielded 
good fruit. That is, individuals who 
pursued faithfulness to God instead of 
conforming to the world’s futility. Blessed 
be the Lord our God, who is faithful 
to His eternal promises. For the Lord 
called Abram out of the city of idolatry 
to be a sojourner in this world, so that 
he and his family might seek a heavenly 
city with foundations. Abram obeyed 
the calling (Gen. 12:4) and believed the 
Lord (Gen. 15:6). By this faith, he found 
favor in the eyes of God. Moreover, the 
Lord made an everlasting covenant with 
him: by Abraham’s seed—the seed of this 
faith—all the nations of the world would 
be blessed (Gen. 22:17-18).

Salvation Comes to the  
Gentiles

Hundreds of years later, after 
Abraham’s death, Moses leads the 
Israelites to the promised land, which was 
just beyond the Jordan River. Standing 
before the people, Moses prophesies of 
their fall from God, and alludes back 

to this blessing of all the nations. That, 
because of Israel’s barrenness, they 
would be cut off from the Vine and wild 
branches would be grafted in.

They have made me jealous with what is 
no god; they have provoked me to anger 
with their idols. So I will make them 
jealous with those who are no people; 
I will provoke them to anger with a 
foolish nation (Deut. 32:21 ESV).

The spiritual forces of evil have always 
waged war against the hearts of God’s 
people (Eph. 6:12). Though these forces 
had laid siege against the gates of Israel, 
the Lord’s hand wasn’t shortened so that 
it couldn’t still save. In truth, His hand 
was strengthened! The Lord’s servant, the 
Holy One of Israel, took the responsibility 
to shine the light to the entire world 
(Isa. 49:6; John 8:12). Jesus Christ was 
the fulfillment of the promise given to 
Abraham, and the fulfillment of the 
“seed.” Through His precious blood that 
He shed on the accursed cross, all nations 
and peoples can share in that everlasting 
covenant by faith (Gal. 3:7-9; 27-29). These 
once wild branches are now grafted into 
the Vine (John 15:5), which gives life to 
all who are in Him. However, what about 
these natural branches which were cut off?

So I ask, did they stumble in order that 
they might fall? By no means! Rather, 
through their trespass, salvation has 
come to the Gentiles, so as to make 
Israel jealous. Now if their trespass 
means riches for the world, and if their 
failure means riches for the Gentiles, 
how much more will their full inclusion 
mean!

But if some of the branches were broken 
off, and you, although a wild olive 
shoot, were grafted in among the others 
and now share in the nourishing root of 
the olive tree, do not be arrogant toward 
the branches. If you are, remember it 
is not you who support the root, but 
the root that supports you. For if God 
did not spare the natural branches, 
neither will He spare you. Note then 
the kindness and the severity of God: 
severity toward those who have fallen, 
but God’s kindness to you, provided you 
continue in His kindness. Otherwise 
you too will be cut off. And even they, if 
they do not continue in their unbelief, 

will be grafted in, for God has the power 
to graft them in again. For if you were 
cut from what is by nature a wild olive 
tree, and grafted, contrary to nature, 
into a cultivated olive tree, how much 
more will these, the natural branches, 
be grafted back into their own olive tree 
(Rom. 11:11-12, 17-18, 21-24, ESV).

Conclusion

I am a Gentile, and I and many others 
have been grafted in by the grace and 
power of the Lord Jesus Christ. God the 
Father hasn’t merely given us the body 
of His Son, has revealed His standard of 
righteousness and godliness (2 Pet. 1:3-
11). He has planted us on the most fertile 
hill. Therefore, let us strive to grow all 
fruits of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23). May we 
also seek to shine the light of Christ to 
our Jewish brothers and sisters who have 
fallen—moving them to a godly jealousy 
to return to their Redeemer. For when 
the Lord returns, He expects an abundant 
harvest from our branches. It is our great 
commission. 
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Introduction
Therefore, prepare your minds for 
action, keep sober in spirit, fix your 
hope completely on the grace to be 
brought to you at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ. As obedient children, do not be 
conformed to the former lusts which 
were yours in your ignorance, but like 
the Holy One who called you, be holy 
yourselves also in all your behavior; 
because it is written, “You shall be holy, 
for I am holy (1 Pet. 1:13-16).

Hearts

You may be reading this brief essay 
hoping I will rail against the many 
misuses of social media by disciples. I 
certainly plan to address some of those 
concerns. However, I want to address 
upfront a more fundamental issue. There 
is a problem underneath the disturbing 
material being posted—a heart problem. 
We are not committed to holiness. We 
have not settled once for all that sin is 
abhorrent and every vestige must be 
eradicated from our lives (Ps. 119:104). 
We have not made it our single ambition 
to be like Jesus (Matt. 10:25), to be holy 
like Him in ALL of our behavior (1 Pet. 
1:16). These are extraordinary changes. 
Hating sin and pursuing holiness alters 
the way we process everything, including 
how we use social media. It is not 
possible to get this right (or any other 
moral issue) until we first get our hearts 
right. So we begin with this fundamental 
question: “Am I committed to holiness?”

Concerns

With that question lingering in the 
back of our minds, let’s tackle some of 
those concerns. Perhaps, like me, you 
are disturbed by some of the pictures 
fellow disciples choose to share on their 
social media accounts. I struggle to figure 
out how the qualities of modesty and 
discretion can be compatible with the 
choices being made about beach wear 
and prom dresses, for example. Social 
media adds a whole additional dimension 
to this problem because now the images 
are being shared with other disciples 
and the world. When choices like this 
are made, do we consider how our dress 
reflects on our claim to follow Jesus? Do 
we consider the struggle of godly men to 
keep their hearts pure as they strive to be 
holy (Matt. 5:27-30)? Is it the pursuit of 
holiness that is driving these choices or 
the desire to imitate culture?

Political posts can also be a problem. 
Many disciples love this country and are 
disturbed by its decline. They are they 
determined to put leaders in place who will 
move the nation in the right direction. This 
is certainly a noble endeavor. However, this 
does not turn us loose to say or do anything 
in support of our candidates. As I wade 
through all the shared articles and political 
memes my Facebook friends are posting, 
I wondered about the many passages that 
address our conduct toward our leaders. 
Peter said to honor the king (1 Pet. 2:17). 
Paul said to speak evil of no man and to be 
polite and considerate (Titus 3:1-2). It made 
me wonder if we are more concerned with 
pressing a political agenda than in pursuing 
holiness.

However, the problem is bigger than 
simply the choices we make about the 
memes and articles we share. As friends 
read and comment, sometimes a heated 
debate breaks out between those with 
opposing views. Is it even necessary 
to describe what that is like? We’ve all 
seen it; maybe we’ve been part of it. A 
discussion of different ideas and positions 
morphs into an ugly exchange of sarcastic 
remarks and insults. Do we even consider 
how this will be processed by young 
disciples and unbelievers who quietly 
observe the conflict?

This problem is not limited to 
political discourse. I watch with dismay 
as disciples try to use social media as 
a forum for untangling complicated 
theological controversies. Some share 
their doubts about Bible authority. Others 
speculate about new grounds to justify 
divorce. I saw a lengthy battle recently 
over what we are supposed to do with 
our hands when we worship. Lots of 
discussion followed; it was not helpful. 
Certainly no consensus was reached. 
Plenty of unkind words were exchanged. 
As I watch all of this, I think about young 
disciples who quietly observe and I 
wonder what impact it has on them.

Part of the problem is our failure 
to recognize how much harder it is to 
communicate effectively with social 
media. We miss all the non-verbal cues 
(tone, facial expression) that help us 
interpret what someone is trying to say. 
We would do well to remember that we 
will not change the world (or in most 
cases, even one person’s mind) with a 
comment on a Facebook post. Even more 
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importantly, we should subject our dialog 
to the rigorous standard of Scripture. Will 
this post or comment edify (Eph. 4:29)? Is 
it driven by bitterness or kindness (Eph. 
4:31-32)? Is it gentle (2 Tim. 2:23-25)? Is 
the issue at stake even worth my time (2 
Tim. 2:23)? I fear that too often we are 
more focused on getting someone told 
than pursuing holiness.

Exploring these passages about our 
speech sheds light on another problem. 
Some use social media as an outlet for 
venting their personal grievances with 
other people. Their friends get a daily 
dose of what irritating thing the boss 
did or a rant about that driver who cut 
them off as they made their way home. It 
feels so good to unload that frustration 
and have all our friends cheer us on with 
their comments. Yet, what have we really 
accomplished? Has anyone been uplifted 
or encouraged? I think about Paul’s 
admonition “. . .only such a word as is 
good for edification. . .” (Eph. 4:29), and 
wonder how these rants help the reader.

Sometimes it’s worse than this. I’ve run 
across very personal posts where people 
shared some offense they had suffered, 
including unkind remarks about the 
person who inflicted the injury. They were 
careful not to name the target of their 
anger. However, some knew who they 
were addressing. Sometimes I did. Let’s be 
plain: this kind of digital gossip is wicked 

and cowardly. It is not the way Jesus taught 
us to resolve our differences (Matt. 18:15). 
The devil loves it when we are consumed 
with getting even, rather than consumed 
with the pursuit of holiness.

We must examine our hearts! Our 
pursuit of holiness must pulse through 
the decisions we make about our use of 
social media.

Blessings

I use social media. I have Facebook 
and Instagram accounts. I don’t post a 
lot, but I read some of what others post. 
Along the way, I’ve encountered things 
that encouraged me. To end this on a 
positive note, I’d like to comment about 
some of those.

I like that social media allows me to 
stay connected with other disciples. It is 
a daily blessing to hear good news about 
children being born and sinners being 
born again. I enjoy seeing pictures from 
weddings, birthday celebrations and 
young couples in front of their first house. 
I’ve appreciated the opportunity to share 
grief and offer comfort when my friends 
have suffered tragedy. Social media helps 
keep me aware of what is happening in 
the lives of people who are special to me. 
An added benefit is that it allows me to 
do this with disciples all over the country 
(and all over the world). In the past, I 

would meet wonderful people during the 
week of a gospel meeting in some other 
place, then lose contact with them when 
the meeting was over. Social media allows 
me to stay connected even with brothers 
and sisters in far-off places.

This is a blessing for young people 
too. They can stay connected with other 
disciples that they meet at a camp or youth 
weekend and to continue to encourage 
each other. We need to encourage each 
other (Heb. 10:23-24). Social media offers 
another way to do this.

Even more important than these are 
the opportunities we have to edify each 
other and share the gospel with these 
tools. Facebook, Instagram and Twitter 
are great resources to help spread the 
word about special events like gospel 
meetings and youth devotions. Many 
churches are creating their own pages to 
share information about their group and 
recordings of sermons. Facebook Live 
provides an easy way to actually stream 
classes and sermons live to the internet.

We must not underestimate the value 
of the simple things. I’ve been uplifted by 
a moving quotation or Scripture citation 
someone posted. I’ve benefitted from 
book recommendations and sermon 
recordings that others shared. When you 
think about it, there are so many ways 
to seize these resources and use them to 
honor God and encourage His people. 
Let’s commit ourselves to do that!

Conclusion

Let’s also keep in mind that we will be 
in a much better position to use social 
media to God’s glory when we’ve first 
set our hearts to be holy. Right conduct 
springs from holy hearts. Like the Holy 
One who called us, let us be holy. 
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Introduction

Satan’s popularity is on the rise. This 
is not necessarily new. The apostle John 
addressed this issue long ago, saying, “We 
know that we are of God, and the whole 
world lies under the sway of the wicked 
one” (1 John 5:19, NKJV). However, what 
has become more pronounced is the overt 
allegiance to the devil that is openly on 
display today. One recent example of this 
is the animated television series “Little 
Demon,” which is based on the following 
premise: “After being impregnated by 
the Devil, a reluctant mother and her 
Antichrist daughter attempt to live 
an ordinary life in Delaware” (Imdb.
com). Another example is the annual 
Grammy Awards show which featured 
“non-binary” singer Sam Smith and 
“trans” singer Kim Petras putting on 
a satanic act. “Smith, alongside Kim 
Petras, performed their chart-topping 
song ‘Unholy’ during the 65th Grammy 
Awards which had both singers and their 
backup dancers clad in blood-red devil-
esque costumes” (Jack Hobbs, New York 
Post).

Even more recently, Target, the 
seventh-largest retailer in the United 
States, got in on the Acts “Part of the new 
‘PRIDE’ collection introduced by Target 
includes clothing made by a UK-based 
brand whose designer has expressed 
satanist views, according to a report. 
Abprallen, a London-based company 
which is headed by a transgender man 
known as ‘Erik,’ has reportedly been 
collaborating with Target for about a year, 
according to The Washington Examiner. 
The collection includes sweatshirts and 

tote bags with messages that include 
‘live laugh lesbian,’ ‘cure transphobia not 
trans people,’ ‘too queer for here,’ and 
‘we belong everywhere.’ Abprallen sells 
apparel that includes satanic imagery 
including pentagrams, horned skulls, 
and references to the devil. One design 
found on the apparel maker’s T-shirts 
and pins has the message: ‘Satan respects 
pronouns’” (Ariel Zilber, New York Post).

In addition to these examples, 
The Telegraph reports the following: 
“Chaplain Leopold, a 32-year-old 
London-based undertaker, co-runs the 
Global Order of Satan UK which he 
said has seen a 200 percent increase in 
membership over the last five years. . . 
Satanists generally do not believe in a 
higher power, and instead revolve around 
a religion ‘of the self,’ believing that it 
is up to individuals to define their own 
moral code, and to develop themselves 
as their own God heads. . . Chaplain 
Leopold said that ritual is used as a form 
of community bonding and meditation to 
give people the time to develop ‘your own 
personal vision of yourself as Satan’. . . 
‘You wouldn’t recognise a Satanist most of 
the time if you pass them in the street,’ he 
said. ‘But then we like to have the ritual 
space, which is when we don the robes 
and light the candles and hail Satan and 
everything else we wish to do’” (Gabriella 
Swerling).

What is the appeal of turning to Satan? 
Please consider:

You Can Have a Religion of the 
Self.

As the news report states, “Satanists 
generally do not believe in a higher 
power, and instead revolve around a 
religion ‘of the self.’” Allegiance to Satan 
offers the appeal of supposedly freeing 
one from having to focus on God so that 
he can focus on himself. The apostle 
Paul warned Timothy, saying, “For men 
will be lovers of themselves, lovers of 
money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, 
disobedient to parents, unthankful, 
unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, 
without self-control, brutal, despisers of 
good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers 
of pleasure rather than lovers of God” 
(2 Tim. 3:2-4). The freedom to serve self 
comes at a cost. “Do you not know that 
to whom you present yourselves slaves to 
obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you 
obey, whether of sin leading to death, or 
of obedience leading to righteousness?” 
(Rom. 6:16). Those who heed the satanic 
call to serve self are nothing more than 
slaves of sin.

You Can Create Your Own 
Moral Code.

The news report points out that 
Satanists believe “that it is up to 
individuals to define their own moral 
code.” The satanic approach has been on 
display in every case in which “everyone 
did what was right in his own eyes” (Judg. 
21:25) and was clearly seen in “Cain, who 
was of the wicked one and murdered his 
brother” (1 John 3:12). Jesus said, “If you 
love Me, keep My commandments” (John 

32 June 2023 | truthmagazine.com June 2023 | truthmagazine.com

Your Own Personal Satan
by David Dann

Darkness and depravity increase as men reject the light of the gospel. In a world filled with wickedness, Satan’s influence 
becomes ascendent. Yet, his promises are as false today as they were in the garden of Eden.



June 2023 | truthmagazine.com

14:15). However, those who find His 
commandments too restrictive for their 
liking fall for the devilish lie that each 
one can decide for himself what is right 
or wrong with no repercussions. Ignored 
in all of this is that “There is a way that 
seems right to a man, but its end is the 
way of death” (Prov. 14:12). Those who 
heed the satanic call to create their own 
moral code are destined for destruction.

You Can Be Your Own god.

As is stated in the news report, this 
trendy version of Satanism is about 
allowing people to “develop themselves 
as their own God heads” and “to give 
people the time to develop ‘your own 
personal vision of yourself as Satan.’” 
This, of course, has always been Satan’s 
empty and deceptive promise. When Eve 
explained that she would die should she 
violate God’s law by eating from the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil, “Then 
the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will 
not surely die. For God knows that in the 
day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, 
and you will be like God, knowing good 
and evil’” (Gen. 3:4-5). As it turned out, 
God was still God. The first man and 
woman were punished for their sin. Satan 
did not hang around to help once they 
had ruined their lives (vv. 6-24). Those 

who heed the satanic call to become their 
own gods are setting themselves up for 
disaster and disappointment.

Conclusion

While it may seem shocking that so 
many would reject the love of God and 
openly turn to the devil, we would do 
well to be reminded that Satan is “a liar 
and the father of it” (John 8:44), is “the 
ruler of this world” (12:31), is “the god of 
this age” who “has blinded” those “who 
do not believe” (2 Cor. 4:4), and is also 
the wicked one who “walks about like 
a roaring lion, seeking whom he may 
devour” (1 Pet. 5:8). The empty promises 
of satanic allegiance lead only to the 
destiny that will be deemed worthy of the 
devil himself. As Jesus said of Himself 
concerning the coming judgment, “Then 
He will also say to those on the left hand, 
‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the 
everlasting fire prepared for the devil 
and his angels’” (Matt. 25:41). While the 
opportunity to focus on self, to create 
your own moral code, and to become 
your own god may carry a certain appeal 
here and now, it is an approach that leads 
only to eternal misery in hell hereafter. 
“Therefore submit to God. Resist the 
devil and he will flee from you” (Jas. 4:7). 
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In traveling down life’s highway,
Dealing with kith and kin,
I simply must never allow
Hot anger to lead to sin. 

For when I rail in anger
With cheeks all flaming red,

I carelessly say hateful things
I wish I had not said.

 
In anger, I have rarely done

A kindly deed or wise,
But said or did some things for which

I had to apologize.
 

A kindred heart, my words have hurt
And pushed them far away,

I utterly failed to win them back;
Harsh words just do not pay.

 
In looking back across my life,

And all I’ve gained or made,
I don’t recall a single time

When fury ever paid.

Yes, even now, as years have flown,
My conscience I will taint—

For when hot anger overcomes,
I sadly lose restraint.

 
So, I struggle to be patient

As I advance in age,
I must not act in unkind ways,

Nor speak a word in rage.
 

God’s law commands be quick to hear,
Let not hot anger speak,

For when we violate His word,
Forgiveness we must seek! 
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One of the many false doctrines in 
the religious world is the teaching of 
premillennialism. This doctrine contains 
many falsehoods revolving around the 
end of the world. It’s taught by a wide 
range of religious groups today. These 
include Baptists, Mormons, Seventh-
Day Adventists, Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
Catholics, Methodists, and Pentecostals. 
Though they are few, some even among 
churches of Christ have fallen prey to this 
doctrine.

The title of this article is 
“Premillennialism, and What It Does 
to God” because there are several 
conclusions one must make regarding 
God if this doctrine is true. Since many 
people may be unfamiliar with this 
doctrine, let us begin with a summary.

Summary of Premillennialism

First, the doctrine of premillennialism 
rewrites the teachings and history of the 
Bible. The doctrine states that the Jews 
have yet to receive all the land promised 
by God to Abraham. Second, it says 
that Jesus came to earth to establish an 
earthly kingdom over which He would 
rule. However, the Jews rejected Christ 
as king, so this earthly kingdom had to 
be postponed. Instead of setting up the 
kingdom, He established the church as 
an afterthought. Presently, we await His 
second coming, when He will fulfill His 
promises. In other words, the first coming 
of Christ was a failure.

Before the battle of Armageddon, 
premillennial doctrine says the righteous 
people will be taken away in a moment of 
time they call the “rapture.” The wicked 
will be left behind to endure seven years 
of torment, or “tribulation,” on this earth. 
The battle of Armageddon—the final 
climactic conflict between Christ and 
the devil—will occur at the end of this 
period. Christ will win with the help of 
the angels, the redeemed He took seven 
years earlier, and any of the righteous 
who have turned to the Lord during the 
seven years of tribulation. Christ will 
then reign on David’s throne in Jerusalem 
for a thousand years. Afterwards, the 
wicked will be resurrected and the day of 
judgment will occur. Sound familiar? This 
has been the plot of many movies, and 
many televangelists teach this as well.

While there are many obvious false 
teachings we could examine within this 
summary, I want to focus on the fact that 
these teachings do many horrible things 
to God.

What Premillennialism Does 
to God

It Makes God a Liar.

Someone may ask, “How does 
premillennialism do that?” The doctrine 
says that Israel has not yet received the 
land God had promised to Abraham 
thousands of years ago when He said, 
“All the land which you see, I will give it 
to you and to your descendants forever” 
(Gen. 13:15). God’s word states that this 
prophecy has been fulfilled. Joshua 21:43-
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45 states, “So the Lord gave Israel all the 
land which He had sworn to give to their 
fathers, and they possessed it and lived in 
it. And the Lord gave them rest on every 
side, according to all that He had sworn 
to their fathers, and no one of all their 
enemies stood before them; the Lord gave 
all their enemies into their hand. Not 
one of the good promises which the Lord 
had made to the house of Israel failed; all 
came to pass.”

God kept His promises. The reason 
Israel did not continue to possess the land 
was that they disobeyed the covenant. 
Joshua told the people before his death, 
“Now behold, today I am going the way 
of all the earth, and you know in all your 
hearts and in all your souls that not one 
word of all the good words which the 
Lord your God spoke concerning you 
has failed; all have been fulfilled for you, 
not one of them has failed. It shall come 
about that just as all the good words 
which the Lord your God spoke to you 
have come upon you, so the Lord will 
bring upon you all the threats, until He 
has destroyed you from off this good land 
which the Lord your God has given you. 
When you transgress the covenant of the 
Lord your God, which He commanded 
you, and go and serve other gods and 
bow down to them, then the anger of the 
Lord will burn against you, and you will 
perish quickly from off the good land 
which He has given you (Josh. 23:14-16). 
God’s promise to give Abraham the land 
was unconditional. However, we can see 
in Joshua’s words, their keeping of the 
land was conditional! Therefore, because 
they did not obey, they lost the land.

It Makes Jesus a Failure.

As stated earlier, the doctrine of 
Premillennialism says that when Christ 
first came, it was to establish the earthly 
kingdom. Since the Jews rejected Him, 
He failed. The promise of the kingdom 
that God made long ago (Dan. 2:44) 
was not looking forward to an earthly 
kingdom, but a spiritual one. This is made 
clear after Jesus fed the 5,000 in John 6. 
The crowds saw the sign, and notice what 
happened: “So Jesus, perceiving that they 

were intending to come and take Him 
by force to make Him king, withdrew 
again to the mountain by Himself alone.” 
If Jesus wanted to set up an earthly 
kingdom, here was the time to do it. 
Either His kingdom wasn’t supposed 
to be an earthly one, or He missed His 
chance! Let us allow Jesus to tell us the 
nature of His kingdom. When He was 
on trial for His life, Jesus told Pilate that 
His kingdom “is not of this world” (John 
18:36). No, Jesus was not planning on 
establishing an earthly kingdom. His 
kingdom is spiritual in nature, and will 
not come at a future date, but is here now 
(Matt. 16:18-19, Col. 1:13)

It Dethrones Jesus.

The Scriptures clearly teach that Jesus 
is currently sitting on His throne. God 
promised thousands of years ago to seat 
one of David’s descendants on His throne 
(Ps. 110:1, cf. Acts 2:30). In Ephesians 
1:20-21, Paul wrote concerning God 
seating Christ “at His right hand in the 
heavenly places far above all rule and 
authority and dominion, and every name 
that is named, not only in this age but 
also the one to come.” Paul spoke of this 
as something that had already happened. 
Yet, premillennialists say that Christ has 
yet to reign on this throne. By doing this, 
they have dethroned the very Lord they 
claim to worship!

It Makes God’s Promises  
Unreliable.

Four of God’s promises have not been 
kept if premillennialism is true.

•	 God promised to sit one of David’s 
descendants on His throne (Acts 2:30) 
and kept that promise according to 
Ephesians 1:19-22. Premillennialists 
state that God hasn’t kept that promise 
and Christ is not on David’s throne 
yet. Therefore, this doctrine has either 
contradicted plain statements of 
Scripture, or God lied!

•	 God promised that none of Coniah/
Jeconiah’s descendants would prosper 
on David’s throne (Jer. 22:28-30). 
Premillennialism claims that Jesus will 

reign on that throne in Jerusalem. Why 
is this a contradiction? The Bible says 
Jesus is a descendant of Jeconiah (Matt. 
1:11-16). Therefore, to bring Him back 
to earth to rule on David’s literal throne 
means He will not prosper as King! 
Premillennialists say Christ must rule 
from David’s literal throne, and God 
says Christ will not prosper from there. 
Whom will we accept?

•	 God promised to give Abraham’s 
descendants the land of Canaan 
(Gen. 13:15). The Scripture clearly states 
that they received it (Josh. 21:43-45). Yet, 
as seen in the summary, premillennialists 
state God has yet to give them this land. 
Whom are we to believe? Can we believe 
Joshua, who said God gave them the 
land, or are we to believe premillennial 
doctrine?

•	 God promised to set up a kingdom (Dan. 
2:44-45), and the Scripture tells us that 
the kingdom is here (Col. 1:13). However, 
premillennialists state that this kingdom 
is yet to come because Christ failed to set 
it up the first time. Here’s a problem for 
premillennialists: If God failed to set it 
up the first time, how can we be sure He 
won’t fail a second time? Or a third or 
fourth time?

Conclusion

Premillennialism is a false doctrine 
that does many horrible things to God. 
It turns God into somebody He is not. 
The God we find in Premillennialism is 
not the God we read about in the Bible. 
The God of the Bible is a God who does 
not lie. Rather, He succeeds in all that 
He does—putting Christ on His throne 
and keeping His promises. We can place 
our hope in Him. Don’t fall for the lies 
of premillennialism! Accept the truth of 
the Scriptures (John 17:17; 2 Tim. 3:16-
17)! 
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Jesus Christ is the centerpiece of 
the Bible. We see His glory as Creator, 
Messiah, Savior, Lord, King, High Priest, 
and Judge. The glorious Son of God is 
found both in prophecy and promise. 
We see Him in His virgin birth, sinless 
life, masterful teaching, selfless ministry, 
sacrificial death, powerful resurrection, 
glorious ascension, and divine reign for 
the salvation of humanity. Not only is 
this true in His fulfillment of the Old 
Testament prophecies and promises, but 
it is also true of the New Testament’s 
portrayal of His life and sacrifice. 
Whether one studies the nature of grace, 
faith, baptism, the Lord’s supper, moral 
sanctification, discipleship, the church 
and her organization, work, worship, or 
(for that matter) the second coming—
Jesus Christ is at the heart of God’s 
message! If we miss this truth, we miss 
the power of the gospel and the beauty of 
the doctrine of Christ.

Yet, there are those who, under 
the guise of preaching more about 
the cross and grace, are undermining 
the fullness of the gospel. An attempt 
among some of our brethren has been 
under way to deemphasize the doctrine 
of Christ. This is happening through 
the redefining of phrases and terms, 
such as “sound doctrine,” “fellowship,” 
“grace,” “authority,” and “pattern.” It 
has become rather trendy to slander 
those who believe in “pattern theology” 
as cold-hearted and formalistic in 
their faith. Misrepresentations and 
mischaracterizations are par for the 
course in such controversies. Labels 

such as “Pharisees,” “legalists,” “truth-
protectors,” and “traditionalists” have 
been weaponized to dismiss a serious 
consideration of doctrinal questions. 
Misunderstandings of those terms, the 
unrighteous judgments of others, and 
diversions from the actual issues evade 
what is really at stake: our identity, 
mission, relationship with God, purpose, 
and salvation.

What Is the Background of the 
Gospel-Doctrine Distinction?

The gospel-doctrine distinction 
has been quite popular in the religious 
world at large, but it is very unbiblical. 
Proponents of the grace-unity movement 
will inevitably attempt to redefine either 
the “gospel of Christ” or the “doctrine 
of Christ” to justify a compromising 
spirit toward religious error. The motto 
“Let’s preach the man and not the 
plan” is wholly unscriptural. Christ 
cannot be separated from His word, 
commandments, or teaching (Matt. 
7:24-27; John 12:47-48; 14:15). Some 
have said that the problem is that we 
have been “majoring in minors.” Of 
course, statements like this one must be 
explained. There are issues that do not 
impact our salvation that are matters 
about which God is indifferent (Rom. 
14:1-15:3). Yet if one means that the way 
we worship, the work and mission of the 
local congregation, marriage, divorce, 
and remarriage, or moral issues should 
not be discussed openly, then such a 
concept should be rejected out of hand (1 
Tim. 3:15; 4:1-6; 2 Tim. 4:1-5).

There have been multiple waves of 
the Grace-Unity Movement among 
churches of Christ throughout the 1970s, 
1980s, and 1990s. It has now entered the 
thinking of some brethren again. The 
position has been clearly stated by its 
advocates in the past. Carl Ketcherside 
wrote, “Not one apostolic letter is part of 
the gospel of Christ. . . the letter to the 
Galatians was not a part of the gospel. . .” 
What an amazing statement considering 
the truth that Paul is offering a doctrinal 
defense of the gospel of grace in this 
splendid epistle. How could anyone say 
the book of Galatians is not part of the 
gospel of Christ? Ketcherside went on to 
say,

No honest opinion held by one who is 
in Christ Jesus and who respects His 
lordship is “another gospel.” Since it 
is the gospel which forms the basis of 
the fellowship with the Father, the Son 
and with one another in Christ, such 
an opinion can never be made a test of 
union or communion in Christ. A man 
may hold a view as to the perseverance 
of the saints, the manner of the 
resurrection, or the second coming of 
our Lord, and he may prove to be as 
wrong as one could be, but he cannot be 
debarred from citizenry in the kingdom 
of heaven by the other subjects. . . No 
man “preaches another gospel” simply 
by being mistaken about some 
aspects of the will of God, otherwise 
one would need to know perfectly 
the divine will or be a perverter of 
the gospel. . . Regardless of motive, 
[those who oppose gospel/doctrine 
distinction, B.R.] reveal that they are 
ignorant of what constitutes both 
gospel and apostasy (Carl Ketcherside, 
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In every generation, some disciples drift into apostasy. Personalities may change, but the peril persists: A desire to be like 
the surrounding nations (or human denominations) inevitably leads to a loss of distinctiveness, and ultimately, spiritual 
identity.
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“Another Gospel,” Twisted Scriptures, 
Mission Messenger, 4-9).

Again, this error avows that the nature 
of our assurance in Christ, the coming 
resurrection, and even teaching about the 
Lord’s return, are not considered part of 
the gospel. Leroy Garrett demonstrated 
why he was asserting this teaching:

The implications of all this to unity 
and fellowship are weighty. It means 
that the gospel itself, not our doctrinal 
interpretations, is the basis of our being 
one in Christ and in fellowship with 
each other. That is, when one believes 
in Jesus and obeys Him in baptism, he 
is our brother and in the fellowship. . . 
This is oneness and this is unity. That 
fellowship is strengthened and made 
joyful by doctrine, but it is the gospel 
and not doctrine that determines the 
fellowship”(Leroy Garrett).

The implications of all this to unity 
and fellowship are weighty indeed. 
Without the teaching coming from and 
about Jesus Christ, we have no fellowship 
(2 John 9-11). Arnold Hardin likewise 
wrote, “The gospel is not defined as 
everything in the New Testament. . . not 
all truth is gospel; though all truth is for 
our instruction.”

Charles L. Loos said, “Doctrines 
do not save us; we are saved by Christ. 
Doctrines do not cleanse us from our 
sins; it is the efficacious blood of Christ. . . 
We are not baptized into [doctrines], but 
into Christ. We do not hope in them, 
trust in them, glory in them, but in 
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Leonard Allen 
quoting Charles L. Loos, teacher with 
Campbell at Bethany College, 89). Yet, 
how would we know about salvation in 
Jesus, the atonement, faith in Christ, or 
baptism were it not for the doctrine of 
Christ revealed in Scripture? These types 
of arguments meet themselves coming 
back and are self-contradictory. The 
“core-gospel” approach argues that the 
birth, life, death, burial, resurrection, 
ascension, coronation, and glorification 
of Christ constitutes the gospel? Are 
“faith,” “repentance,” “confession,” and 
“baptism” not a part of the gospel (Eph. 
4:4-7)? If so, which one is and which 
one is not? Various people offer different 

determinations. Is the gospel limited to 
these facts alone? We only determine the 
gospel of Christ through the teaching 
revealed in the Bible.

Do the Scriptures Distinguish 
between the Gospel and 
 Doctrine of Christ?

The gospel-doctrine distinction is 
not merely a matter of wrongly defining 
biblical words. It is also a mechanism for 
departure and widespread change of vital 
aspects of the fellowship of God’s people. 
In the New Testament, the term “gospel” 
denotes the good news of the kingdom 
of God and the term “doctrine” simply 
refers to “teaching” or “instruction.” 
The gospel includes the facts of Jesus 
(1 Cor. 15:1-4) and the interpretation 
of these facts expressed as teaching or 
doctrine (Matt. 4:23; Acts 20:24; 28:31; 
Rom. 1:16; 10:16; 1 Thess. 2:2). The 
gospel is expressed in facts to be believed, 
commands to be obeyed, and promises to 
be enjoyed (Mark 16:15-16; Rom. 6:3-4; 
Col. 2:11-13). The grace of God offers 
instruction that leads to godliness and 
salvation (Titus 2:11-15).

There are several synonyms for the 
message of the gospel in Acts 13:7-
12. Note that the phrases “the word 
of God” (13:7), “the faith” (13:8), “all 
righteousness” (13:10), “straight ways of 
the Lord” (13:10), and “the doctrine of 
the Lord” (13:12) all refer to the same 
message. Paul’s farewell to the elders 
at Ephesus encouraged them to “be on 
guard for yourselves and for all the flock, 
among which the Holy Spirit has made 
you overseers, to shepherd the church of 
God which He purchased with His own 
blood. I know that after my departure, 
savage wolves will come in among you, 
not sparing the flock, and from among 
your own selves’ men will arise, speaking 
perverse things to draw away disciples 
after them” (Acts 20:28-30). He also 
declared that he was innocent of the 
blood of all men because he did not 
“shrink from declaring to you the whole 
purpose of God” (Acts 20:27). Did this 
not include the qualities and work of 

elders (Acts 20:17, 28), “the gospel of the 
grace of God” (Acts 20:24), and error of 
false teachers (Acts 20:28; Titus 1:9-11)?

Paul wrote that he was looking 
forward to preaching the gospel to the 
beloved saints at Rome (Rom. 1:15-
16). How could this be possible if the 
gospel only included the death, burial, 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ? He 
was speaking to the “beloved of God, 
called to be saints.” Therefore, he was 
not going to preach the gospel only to 
the unsaved, but also to the saved. The 
terms “gospel,” “doctrine,” “truth,” and 
“message” refer to the same body of 
information. Sometimes the terms are 
even combined—as in the phrase, “the 
gospel of truth” (Gal. 2:5; 5:7). Each term 
simply emphasizes different features of 
God’s message. It should also be noted 
that the terms “gospel” and “doctrine” are 
used interchangeably.

For example, consider 1 Timothy 1:8–
11, where the inspired apostle identifies 
violations of divine law as behavior that is 
“contrary to sound doctrine,” (that was) 
“in accordance with the gospel” with 
which he had been entrusted:

Now we know that the law is good, if 
one uses it lawfully, understanding this, 
that the law is not laid down for the just 
but for the lawless and disobedient, for 
the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy 
and profane, for those who strike their 
fathers and mothers, for murderers, 
the sexually immoral, men who 
practice homosexuality, enslavers, liars, 
perjurers, and whatever else is contrary 
to sound doctrine, in accordance with 
the gospel of the glory of the blessed 
God with which I have been entrusted 
(1 Tim. 1:8-11, ESV).

Those who are constantly castigating 
faithful brethren for traditionalism may 
want to consider the difference in human 
traditions being bound on others (Matt. 
15:9), versus the divine traditions of the 
apostles, which believers are to obey (2 
Thess. 2:15; 3:6, 14). We are to preach 
the word with doctrinal instruction and 
longsuffering (2 Tim. 4:2). The apostles’ 
teaching was necessary for the salvation 
and fellowship of the Lord’s people (Matt. 
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28:20; Acts 2:42; 1 Cor. 11:1-2, 17-18; 
Col. 1:5).

Should fellowship exclude doctrine? 
Paul says that the faithful are to identify 
and turn away from those who are 
teaching those things contrary to the 
doctrine which we have learned from 
God’s word (Rom. 16:17). Likewise, 
teachers are charged to teach no other 
doctrine, and believers are admonished to 
“abide in the doctrine of Christ” (1 Tim. 
1:3, 10; 4:1, 6, 13, 16; 6:1, 3; 2 Tim. 3:10, 
16; 4:3; Titus 1:9; 2:1, 7, 10; 2 John 9-11). 
No one is claiming sinless perfectionism, 
but we are called to obedience from the 
heart (Rom. 6:17). We are transformed 
and renewed by God’s grace as we 
surrender to His love (Rom. 12:1-2; Eph. 
4:22-24). Christ’s blood cleanses us from 
all unrighteousness as we walk in His 
light and confess our sins (1 John 1:7-
2:2). Why do these kinds of issues arise 
among brethren? John wrote, “They went 
out from us, but they were not really of 
us; for if they had been of us, they would 
have remained with us; but they went 
out, so that it would be shown that they 
all are not of us” (1 John 2:19). He is not 
speaking of their geographical location, 
but of their spiritual condition and 
doctrinal soundness. This movement of 
divisive brethren against the truth had 
left the original ground of their spiritual 
unity, apostolic teaching, and the faith 
once delivered (Acts 2:42; 1 Cor. 1:10; 
Jude 3-4). In effect, John is saying, “We 
did not change: they did. We did not go 
anywhere: they did. We believe what we 
have believed all along. They are the ones 
who abandoned the truth, and broke 
fellowship with those who conform to its 
demands.”

How Is This Doctrine  
Presented Today?

Those who promote these types of 
doctrines usually follow the same pattern. 
They attempt to build dissatisfaction 
so that their agendas will be received. 
Scare tactics are used in statements 
such as, “If you don’t believe what I’m 
saying, then all our young Christians 
will leave in droves.” There is significant 

self-promotion and disrespect toward 
previous generations of faithful brethren. 
Obedience to Christ will be described 
as impossible and there will be incessant 
disruption, dissatisfaction, and deception 
of the naïve and unsuspecting.

While many have seen that the hard 
and fast distinction between the gospel 
and doctrine is a fallacious perspective, 
they may adopt a similar approach by 
diluting the phrase “sound doctrine.” 
We frequently will see a deliberate effort 
to deemphasize and dismiss the New 
Testament pattern found in the epistles as 
well as the basic rules of communication 
(command, approved example, and 
necessary conclusions). Ironically, those 
who profess to be “Jesus-centered” are 
disavowing the pattern Jesus left us for 
interpreting God’s will (Matt. 19:4-6).

Another tactic is to use examples 
of human opinion to mask false views 
about essential aspects of the faith. The 
redefining of biblical terms unbiblically 
is something about which we must 
always be sensitive in our understanding 
of the truth. For instance, the notion 
that the phrase “sound doctrine” has no 
application to the “organization of the 
church, the work of the local church, 
how we use funds. . . how we conduct 
worship” is contrary to the letters Paul 
wrote to Timothy and Titus, where the 
phrase is found (1 Tim. 1:8-11; 6:3-4, 
12, 20; 2 Tim. 1:13; 4:1-5; Titus 1:9-
13). Soundness is both personal and 
congregational (1 Tim. 3:15). It includes 
instructions regarding the organization, 
mission, work, benevolence, and worship 
of the local church (1 Cor. 5:1-13; 2 
Thess. 3:6; 1 Tim. 2:9-15; 3:1-13; 5:8-16, 
19-20; Rev. 2-3).

The current trend to redefine and 
limit the application of “sound doctrine” 
is an attempt to broaden congregational 
fellowship beyond the biblical 
framework. The “either/or” fallacy must 
be recognized. It argues: “Either we 
emphasize Jesus or the biblical pattern,” 
“either we emphasize grace or obedience,” 
“either we emphasize love and faith or the 
authority of the Scriptures.” Brethren, we 
can and must emphasize God’s grace and 

the surrender of obedience, Christ’s love 
and His preeminent authority as King of 
kings, and we must proclaim the Son of 
God as Savior, Lord, and Judge!

The following quotation indicates a 
serious problem in the thinking of some 
of our brethren and jeopardizes new and 
young Christians to spiritual danger:

You remember lessons where the word 
“authority” was mentioned many, many, 
many times. And it was dissected, 
and things were drilled down. And 
you remember lessons about gopher 
wood, and red heifers, and strange fire. 
And you remember about all those 
examples that we see that talk about 
how God views things in relation to 
what He said, in relation to what He 
hasn’t said and how He interacts with 
His people based on those things. And 
if you have been paying attention very 
long at all, you know that I have not 
done lessons like that. I have not done 
lessons where I used Gopher Wood 
as an example of God’s authority and 
what He has spoken. You’ve never heard 
me do a lesson on specific or generic 
authority. We’ve not had any lessons on 
instrumental music or how the church 
should spend its money. And I admit to 
that, that those lessons have not been 
taught (Elijah Aaron, “It’s a Lot Deeper 
Than That,” March 21, 2023, Northside 
church of Christ, Conway, Arkansas).

The path of doctrinal change in 
churches can be gradual at first, but rapid 
as things continue to digress. There are 
four stages of departure:

•	 Spoken Truth—The whole counsel 
of God is proclaimed, Christians are 
encouraged, Christ is glorified, and 
warnings against error are presented.

•	 Unspoken Truth—It is assumed that each 
generation knows the truth on doctrinal 
issues, but it is decided that such topics 
do not need to be addressed because they 
are controversial.

•	 Unspoken Error—As a result of the 
absence of teaching over time, brethren 
lack knowledge, conviction, and 
understanding, and false views develop—
although they are not expressed publicly.

•	 Spoken Error—Now that unbiblical 
concepts have circulated around privately, 
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they begin to be expressed explicitly and 
publicly, but by now whole elderships, 
preachers, teachers, parents, and youth 
have lost their way.

What happens when we stop 
preaching on the context of Scripture 
and the application of biblical principles 
to questions that arise? Hearers come to 
believe that those topics are unimportant 
and are merely matters of human 
tradition. Disciples are susceptible to 
being misled, and we show a lack of 
love for our brethren. Shepherds have 
a responsibility to continue to build 
up mature Christians, as well as young 
believers and new converts. As parents, 
we have a responsibility to lead our 
children in the way of the Lord (Eph. 6:4).

Where Is This Going?

If this approach is successful, it 
will not be possible to defend “sound 
doctrine,” because the concept will be 
so very subjective that only the deity 
of Christ and immorality will matter 
anymore. It is my conviction that faithful 
brethren will see these notions for the 
dangerous, but bankrupt ideas that they 
are and fervently embrace the truth of 
the gospel. We must listen well. Those 
who use unscriptural terminology and 
arguments are playing with fire that will 
harm the “unstable” and “immature” (2 
Pet. 2:14; Eph. 4:14). Let us embrace the 
love, grace, and mercy of God while also 
embracing the power of the gospel to 
change lives, guide disciples, and mold 
every aspect of our service to our King 
and God. 
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Many of us who grew up in the 
church have been blessed with faithful 
Christian grandparents. I consider 
myself greatly blessed that all four of my 
grandparents have provided me lifelong 
examples of faithfulness and service in 
the Lord’s church. In 2 Timothy 1:5, Paul 
writes to Timothy about his memory of 
Timothy’s faith, which first dwelt in his 
grandmother Lois and mother Eunice. I 
can completely relate to Timothy. Each 
of my grandparents has passed down 
their faith to me, as well as many of their 
children and grandchildren.

I have two outstanding grandfathers. 
Both of them have been effective in 
teaching and spreading the gospel to 
others in their own unique way. One is 
very well known among brethren and 
one is relatively unknown. Wayne Partain 
has been a gospel preacher for 70-plus 
years and he’s still running his race into 
his late 90s. If you want proof, just look 
him up on YouTube. He’s widely known 
for his work among Hispanic brethren 
and churches and his work outside the 
United States, especially in Mexico and 
South America. Every congregation I 
visit, someone recognizes my last name 
and asks me how I’m related to Wayne. 
Grandpa Partain’s influence has spread to 
many because of his work in preaching 
the gospel in Spanish.

My other grandpa, John Lyman 
Nations, known primarily as “J.L.,” is 
not nearly as well known. He was not 
a preacher. In fact, I’m not sure he ever 
preached a sermon, but he converted 
many souls through personal work! 

Grandpa just passed away last month 
at the age of 98. I witnessed him pass 
from this life peacefully. He crossed the 
finish line. He’s a hero to me. I would 
venture to say that many others whose 
lives Grandpa touched feel the same way. 
I want to tell you a little about him and 
hopefully help his name become a little 
more well known. I know that many 
brethren can probably share similar 
stories about one or more of their faithful 
grandparents as well.

Life of Service

J.L. was a Veteran who served in 
World War II. He was a machinist 
stationed for two years on a tanker 
ship named the U.S.S. ARETHUSA that 
carried crude oil to other ships in the 
Pacific during the war. He witnessed 
combat on the water. When the war 
ended, he was in Okinawa, Japan. He 
came back to the United States on one 
of those crowded boats where every 
soldier was packed in, standing shoulder 
to shoulder. Grandpa was rather private 
about his time and experience in the war.

After the war, J.L. returned to his 
home in Kennett, Missouri. He met my 
grandma, Wanda Goldsmith, at the local 
skating rink and they got married there 
in Kennett. They first lived on an eight-
acre farm on the Saint Francis River 
on the west side of Kennett where they 
fished and grew crops for their primary 
food supply. They moved a short distance 
away to Rector, Arkansas, just across the 
river, and Grandpa purchased some land 
and built a house there. They associated 
with the Christians there, and J.L. and 

Wanda were soon baptized just three 
weeks before Sheila, my mother, was born 
in 1950. They were both baptized during 
the winter and the baptistry did not even 
have a working heater!

They lived in Rector for about six to 
eight years. During this time, J.L. and 
Wanda faced the growing influence of 
liberal thinking among brethren in the 
area. Many churches started using the 
treasury to support colleges, orphan 
homes, and the Herald of Truth. As 
you well know, brethren became widely 
divided on the subject. J.L. and Wanda 
had not been Christians for very long, 
but they studied the Bible for themselves 
and held fast to the truth. Like the 
Bereans in Acts 17:11, they examined the 
Scriptures to “see if these things were so.” 
J.L. studied with the brethren there on 
these issues. However, one day J.L. and 
Wanda came to the church building and 
found that the doors were padlocked. The 
message was clear—they were no longer 
welcome.

After that, they moved to Ward, 
Arkansas, near Little Rock, where, once 
again, J.L. bought land and built a house. 
He found work at a gas station. He 
informed his boss that he could not work 
on Sundays and Wednesday nights and 
was later fired for refusal to work late one 
Wednesday evening. His younger brother, 
Gerald, taught him how to do body work 
on cars and J.L. made a living doing that 
in Ward.

By this time, J.L. and Wanda had a full 
house. They had six children—three of 
their own and three that they raised as 
their own. Before the six children, they 
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suffered the loss of their first 
son, Eric, during childbirth.

In 1968, J.L. and Wanda 
sold all they had in Ward and 
moved to Zephyrhills, Florida, 
where J.L. opened his own body 
shop. Sheila was 18 years old by 
that time, and they had heard 
much of Florida College and 
wanted her to attend college 
there. They lived in Zephyrhills 
for four years and then moved 
near Lake Wales, Florida, where 
J.L. purchased a Gulf gas station 
and later purchased a salvage 
yard.

Personal Work

For all of J.L.’s Christian 
life, while living in Arkansas 
and Florida until recently, 
when his mind and body failed 
him, he talked to everyone 
he could about the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. He always felt 
this great obligation to God. 
His talent was personal work. 
He was not someone you’d see 
at church services that would 
preach or teach the adult Bible class, but 
he was great at converting souls! He was 
a seed thrower, and he found many open 
hearts that received the gospel message 
and responded with obedience. J.L. went 
door-to-door, armed with his Bible and 
the Jule Miller film strips that he utilized 
as a tool to introduce the Bible. He had a 
saying when it was time to go do personal 
work, “Let’s go out and beat the bushes.”

On one occasion while living 
in Zephyrhills, he met with a small 
denominational group of people and 
studied with them. They asked him to 
meet several more times. He taught 
many the gospel while in Zephyrhills. Of 
course, not all responded, but J.L. kept 
throwing the seed. In the 1990s, when I 
was a teenager, my mother, little sister, 
and I lived in Zephyrhills about two 
decades after Grandma and Grandpa 
lived there. We attended the Zephyrhills 
church of Christ, and on one occasion, 

Grandma and Grandpa visited. While 
at church services, a man that J.L. didn’t 
recognize approached him and told 
him that he was taught the gospel by 
J.L. decades before. The man said that 
he rejected J.L. at the time, but he never 
forgot what he taught him. The seed 
stayed with him and later in life, his heart 
was pricked and he obeyed the gospel.

J.L. had another great saying: To 
those who came to church without 
their Bible, he would say, “You don’t go 
hunting without your gun, so why would 
you go to worship without your Bible?” 
Grandpa’s Bible had very little white in it. 
He had marked it all up with notes. The 
book of Psalms tells us to meditate on 
God’s word day and night. Grandpa had a 
simple way of explaining what it means to 
meditate on the Bible. He said meditating 
is not just when you’re reading your 
Bible; it’s about taking what you read with 
you the rest of the day.

Personal Example

When we were kids, my 
younger sister, Kandi, and I spent 
a lot of time at Grandma and 
Grandpa’s house in Lake Wales. 
We were always so excited to 
spend the weekend with them. 
It was during these times that 
I learned so much about the 
kind of man my grandpa was. 
He worked all day, every day, 
it seemed, except on Sundays. 
He taught me what hard work 
was. He always had a good-sized 
garden on his property that he 
would tend to. At the dinner 
table, he would always tell us 
whatever we put on our plate, 
we’d better eat.

When we’d go to church on 
Sunday morning, we were always 
the first ones there. Grandpa was 
a great example of reverence. He 
took worship seriously. Many 
times, I remember Grandpa 
getting on his knees during 
prayers. Grandpa loved to lead 
songs, and he always sang out. In 
the worship services, Grandpa 

focused on who he was worshipping 
and conducted himself accordingly. His 
devotion was evident. He had a humble and 
kind way about him.

Conclusion

J.L. Nations is a hero. He’s a hero for 
his service to our country. However, he 
never placed much importance on that 
part of his life. He placed much higher 
importance on his service to God. The 
apostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians 11:1, 
“Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.” 
J.L. was Christ-like. I seek to imitate his 
faithful example. 
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ChurchDirectory
ALABAMA
ATHENS
Jones Road Church of Christ

17312 Jones Rd, Athens, AL 35613
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Sun. Worship: 10:20 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible 
Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: John Gibson | jonesroadchurch.org

Market Street Church of Christ
514 W Market St, Athens, AL 35611
Sun. Bible Class 9:45 am | Sunday Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible 
Study 6:30 pm
Evangelist: David A. Cox | 256-232-1525 | marketstreet-church.com

Mt Zion Church of Christ
24190 Wooley Springs Rd, Athens, AL 35613
Sun. Worship 9:30 am & 5:15 pm | Wed. Bible Class 7:00 pm
Evangelists: Bob Watson & Matt Taylor | mtzionchurchofchrist.org

BIRMINGHAM
Vestavia Hills Church of Christ

2325 Old Columbiana Rd. (near I-65 & Hwy. 31)
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangelists: Zack Lee | 205-822-0018

Elkmont
Sandlin Rd Church of Christ

19965 Sandlin Rd. Elkmont, AL 35620
Sun. Bible Class 9:30 am Worship: 10:45 am & 3:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 7:00 
pm
Evangelist: Lance R. Taylor | 256-777-0990 | sandlinroadhchurch.com

FLORENCE
College View Church of Christ

851 N. Pine St. (Located next to University campus)
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:15 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Kenny Moorer | 256-766-0403

GARDENDALE
Gardendale Church of Christ

601 Pineywood Road, Gardendale, AL, 35071 (Located 10 miles N of Birming-
ham)
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship: 10:25 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study: 
7:00 pm
Evangelists: Andrew Smith & Jason Shackleford | 205-631-2131 | garden-
dalechurchofchrist.com

MOBILE
West Mobile Church of Christ

129 Hillcrest Rd, Mobile, AL 36608
Sun. Worship 9-9:30 am | Bible Study 9:30-10:30 am | Worship 10:30-11:30 am 
| Wed. Bible Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Ken Sils | 765-307-8048 | 251-342-4144 or 342-2041 | westmobi-
lechurch.com 
 

ARKANSAS
CONWAY
Hwy 65 Church of Christ

271 Highway 65 N, Conway, AR 72032
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Bruce Reeves | Bldg: 501-336-0052 | hwy65churchofchrist.org

Prince St. Church of Christ
2655 Prince St., Conway, AR 72034
Sun. Worship 9:00 pm | Bible class 9:50 am | Worship & Lord’s Supper: 10:40 
am | Wed. Bible Class 7:00 pm
501-450-8640

FORT SMITH
South 46th St. Church of Christ

2323 South 46th St.
Sun. Bible Study 9:45 am | Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangelist: John Hagenbuch | Bldg: 479-782-0588 | churchofchristfortsmith.
com

HARRISON
Capps Rd. Church of Christ

407 Bella Vista Dr.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:15 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Norman E. Sewell | 870-741-9104 or 870-741-5151 | cappsroad.org

JONESBORO
StoneRidge Church of Christ

514 Airport Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Dick Blackford | 870-933-9134

PINE BLUFF
Hwy 79 S Church of Christ

4341 S Camden Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 9:45 am | Worship 10:45 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Clarence W. Sell | 870-879-2097

ARIZONA
TUCSON
Church of Christ

145 N. Country Club Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Brenden Ashby | 520-326-3634 | churchofchristtucson.org 
 
 
 
 
 



ChurchDirectory
CALIFORNIA
BELLFLOWER
Rose Ave. Church of Christ

17903 Ibbetson Ave.
Sun. Bible Study 9:45 am | Worship 10:50 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:30 pm
562-866-5615 | roseavenue.org

LONG BEACH
Church of Christ

3433 Studebaker Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 9:50 am | Worship 10:45 am & 5:30 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
JP Flores | 562-420-2363 or Mark Reeves | 562-377-1674 | justchristians.org

SAN DIMAS
San Dimas Church of Christ

449 W. Allen Ave., Suite 120, San Dimas, CA 91773
Sun. Bible study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm & 4:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:30 pm
909-788-9978 | sandimaschurchofchrist.com

COLORADO
FORT COLLINS
Poudre Valley Church of Christ

126 West Harvard St. | Suite 6
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am
Evangelist: Richie Thetford | poudrevalleychurchofchrist.org

MONTROSE
San Juan Church of Christ

1414 Hawk Parkway, Unit C
Sun. Worship 11:00 pm | Bible Study 2 pm & 1:30 pm
970-249-8116 | sanjuanchurchofchrist.org

FLORIDA
DESTIN
South Walton Church of Christ

64 Casting Lake Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
850-622-3817 | southwaltonchurchofchrist.com | Location change coming in 
2022: 497 Church St Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459

GENEVA
Church of Christ

Ave. C & 2nd St.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:45 am | 407-349-9998

MARY ESTHER
Church of Christ

6 Lane Dr., Mary Esther, FL 32569
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
850-244-9222 | mecoc.org | Evangelist: Chris Simmons | chrissimmons6ten@
gmail.com

ORLANDO
Church of Christ at S. Bumby

3940 S. Bumby Ave.
Sun. Communion: 9:30 am | Bible Study 10:00 am | Praise & Preaching: 10:55 
am (No pm Service) | Wed 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Ken Chapman
Office: 407-851-8031 | bumby.org | Note: Please call for current worship and 
Bible study times.

PANAMA CITY BEACH
Beach Church of Christ

8910 Front Beach Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
850-234-2521

SEFFNER
Church of Christ

621 E. Wheeler Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 10:50 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:30 pm
Evangelist: Bobby Witherington | 813-684-1297 | seffnercoc.org

GEORGIA
PINE MTN. VALLEY
Church of Christ

Route 116 (near Callaway Gardens)
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:30 pm
Evangelist: Tommy W. Thomas | 706-628-5117 or 628-5229 | pmvchurch.com

IDAHO
BLACKFOOT
Church of Christ

370 N. Shilling | P.O. Box 158-83221
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 7:30 pm
208-785-6168 or 681-1552

IOWA
DES MOINES
Church of Christ

1310 N.E. 54th Ave.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:40 am | Wed. Bible Study 7:00 pm
515-262-6799

ILLINOIS
DOWNERS GROVE
Church of Christ

1236 63rd St. (Dir: 1.5 miles E of I355)
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 9:55 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 7:30 
pm
Evangelist: Steve Wolfgang | 630-968-0760 | dgcoc.org 
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GLEN ELLYN
Glen Ellyn Church of Christ

796 Prairie Ave.
Glen Ellyn, IL 60137
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Sun. Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm
Evangelist: Keith E. Brown | 630-858-2290 & 630-377-3990

MATTOON
Southside Church of Christ

1100 S. 17th St.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
217-234-3702

SOUTH HOLLAND
Southeast Church of Christ

16224 S Vincennes Ave.
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am & 4 pm | Wed. Bible Study 7:00 
pm
Evangelist: Donald Hawkins | 708-339-1008 | southeastchurchofchrist.com

WASHINGTON
Tazewell County Church of Christ

Meeting @ Sleep Inn Suites and Motel | 1101 North Cummings Lane, Washing-
ton, IL 61571
Sun. Worship: 11:30 am | Bible Study: 12:30 pm | Wed. Bible Study 6:30 pm @ 
home of Tim Sundlie, call for address
Evangelist: Tim Sundlie | 608-796-9028 | sunbeads1@gmail.com | tazewellco-
coc.org

INDIANA
CLARKSVILLE
Clarksville Church of Christ

407 W. Lewis & Clark Parkway, 47129
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:30 pm
Evangelist: Brian Anderson | 812-944-2305 or 812-948-9917 | clarksvillechur-
chofchrist.org

JAMESTOWN
Church of Christ

Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am | Wed. 7:00 pm
765-676-6404 | jamestowncoc.com

NOBLESVILLE
Stony Creek Church of Christ

15530 Herriman Blvd, 46060
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 am | Wed. Bible Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: John Smith | preacherjohn54@att.net | 317-501-8035 or 317-501-
0249 or 317-701-1204

OOLITIC
Church of Christ

400 Lafayette Ave. | P.O. Box 34
Sun. Bible Study 9:45 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. 7:00 pm
812-279-4332 

PEKIN
Church of Christ

(First St. & Karnes Ct.)
Sun. Bible Study 9:45 am | Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Jeremy Goen | 812-967-3437 or 967-3520 | pekinchurchofchrist.
com

KANSAS
TOPEKA
17th Street Church of Christ

5600 SW 17th St, Topeka, KS 66604
Sun. Bible Study 9:15 am | Sun. Worship 10:30 am | Wed. Bible Study 7:00 pm
785-235-8687 or 785-273-7977 | 17thstreetchurchofchrist.org

KENTUCKY
BEAVER DAM
Church of Christ

1235 Williams St.
Sun. Worship 10:00 am | Bible Study After am Worship & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible 
Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Jerid Gunter | 270-274-4451

BENTON
Fairdealing Church of Christ

8081 US Hwy 68-East, Benton, KY 42025
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am | Wed. Bible Study 6:00 pm
270-354-9451 | fairdealingmarc@gmail.com | churchofchristatfairdealing.com 
| Conveniently located near Kenlake State Resort Park on the western shore of 
Kentucky Lake.

BRANDENBURG
Brandenburg Church of Christ

612 Broadway
Sun. Bible Study 9:45 am | Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
6:30 pm
Evangelist: Charles J. White | 270-422-3878

CAMPBELLSVILLE
Sunny Hill Dr. Church of Christ

107 Sunny Hill Dr.
Worship 9:30 am & 11:30 am | Bible Study 10:30 am | Wed. Bible Study 7:00 
pm
Evangelist: Steve Lee | 270-789-1651 | sunnyhillcoc.com

CANEYVILLE
Caneyville Church of Christ

103 N. Main St. | P.O. Box 233
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 10:45 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Jarrod Jacobs | 270-589-4167 or 270-274-3065 
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DANVILLE
Church of Christ

385 E. Lexington Ave.
Sun. Worship 10:00 am | Bible Study 11:15 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangelist: B.J. Sipe | 859-236-4204

FLORENCE
Northern Kentucky Church of Christ

18 Scott Drive, Florence, KY 41042
Sun. Worship 9:30 am & 5:30 pm | Sun. Bible Study 10:30 am | Wed. Bible 
Study 7:00 pm
859-371-2095 | nkcofc.com

FRANKLIN
31-W North Church of Christ

1733 Bowling Green Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Steve Monts | 270-776-9393 | 31wchurchofchrist.com

LEITCHFIELD
Mill St. Church of Christ

733 Mill St. Hwy 62 E.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 10:55 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Dan McMahan | 270-971-1492 | millstreetchurchofchrist.org

LOUISVILLE
Valley Station Church of Christ

1803 Dixie Garden Dr.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Michael Hardin | michaelhardin1123@att.net | 502-937 2822

SHEPHERDSVILLE
Hebron Lane Church of Christ

3221 East Hebron Lane
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am & 5 pm | Wed. Bible Study 7:30 
pm
Evangelist: Danny Linden & Ron Halbrook | 502-957-5115 or 502-955-1748 | 
hebronlanechurchofchrist.com

LOUISIANA
GONZALES
Southside Church of Christ

405 Orice Roth Rd. | 70737 (Baton Rouge area)
Sun. Bible Class 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 7:00 
pm
Evangelist: R.J. Evans | rjevans@eatel.net | 225-622-4587

MANY
Lakeside Church of Christ

12095 Texas Hwy. (Hwy. 6 W.)
12 miles west of Many
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
318-256-9396

MAINE
PORTLAND
Church of Christ

856 Brighton Ave. (Breakwater School) | Leave Maine Turnpike at Exit 48
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm w/ second service immediately 
following am worship | Mid-week Bible Study (please call for times & places)
207-839-3075 or 839-8409

MICHIGAN
KENTWOOD
W. Michigan Church of Christ

3084 Creek Drive SE, #1-C, Kentwood, MI 49512 | P.O. Box 8446, Kentwood, 
Mich. 49508 (Grand Rapids area)
Sun. Worship 11:00 am | Sun. Bible Study 12:30 pm | Wed. Bible Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Joseph Gladwell | cedarsprings98@gmail.com

ROSCOMMON
N. Michigan Church of Christ

414 South Main Street
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 am | Wed. Bible Study 6:00 pm
Evangelist: Ryan Thomas | 810-837-1302 or 989-389-3226 | northernmichi-
ganchurchofchrist.com

MISSISSIPPI
CLINTON
McRaven Rd. Church of Christ

301 McRaven Rd. (I20, exit 36)
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Leonard White | 601-925-9757 or 924-2645

MERIDIAN
7th St. Church of Christ

2914 7th St.
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am

Grandview Church of Christ
2820 Grandview Ave.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Sun. Worship 11:00 pm | Wed. 6:30 pm
Ron Cooper: 601-934-3675 | roncooper@bellsouth.net
Ricky Ethridge: 601-737-5778 | rickymarsha@bellsouth.net

SOUTH HAVEN
Church of Christ

2110 E State Line Rd. (Exit I-55) (Memphis area)
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am | Wed. Bible Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: James A. Brown | Bldg: 662-342-1132

MARYLAND
SEVERN
Southwest Church of Christ

805 Meadow Rd, Severn, MD 21144
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Sun. Worship 11:00 pm & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible 
Study 7:30 pm
Evangelist: Brandon Trout | 410-969-1420 or 410-551-6549 | swcofchrist.com



ChurchDirectory
MISSOURI
BLODGETT
Blodgett Church of Christ

422 N Linton St., Blodgett, MO 63824
Sun. Worship 10:00 am | Wed. Bible Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Russell Rice | 573-475-0417

BLUE SPRINGS
Southside Church of Christ

4000 SW Christiansen
Sun. Worship 9:00 pm | Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm | Wed. Bible 
Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Brett Hogland | 816-228-9262

BRANSON
Eagle Rock Rd. Church of Christ

432 Eagle Rock Rd.
Sun. Worship 9:30 am | Bible Study 10:30 am | Sun. Evening Worship 2 pm | 
Wed. Bible Study 6:00 pm
Evangelist: Philip North | 417-239-1036 | primrosenor@suddenink.net | 
eaglerockroadchurchofchrist.org

CAPE GIRARDEAU
Cape County Church of Christ

2912 Bloomfield Rd
Sun. Bible Study 9:15 am | Worship 10:00 am | Wed. Bible Study 7:00 pm
Seth McDonald & Jerry Lee Westbrook | 573-837-1001 | capecountycoc@gmail.
com | capecountycoc.com

FAIR GROVE
Church of Christ

217 N. Orchard Blvd.
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am & 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Walter Myers | 417-830-8972 or 417-736-2663

KENNETT
Church of Christ

703 Harrison St.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Nolan Glover | 573-888-6778 or 870-650-1648 | westsidechurchof-
christ.us

SAINT JAMES
Church of Christ

685 Sidney St.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:15 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Lynn Huggins | 573-265-8628

SAINT JOSEPH
County Line Church of Christ

2727 County Line Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 9:50 am | Wed. Bible Study 7:00 pm
816-279-4737 | countylinechurchofchrist.com 

NEBRASKA
BEATRICE
Church of Christ at 7th & Bell

Bell St & S 7th St. Beatrice, NE 68310
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am & 6:30 pm
402-233-4102 or 402-228-3827 | churchofchrist7bell.org

NORTH CAROLINA
CHARLOTTE
Charlotte Church of Christ

5327 S. Tryon Street, Charlotte, NC 28217
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Sun. Worship 10:30 am | Wed. Bible Study 7:30 pm
704-525-5655 | charlottechurchofchrist.org

LINCOLNTON
Lincoln Church of Christ

3781 East Highway 27, Iron Station, NC 28080
Sun. Bible Study: 10:00 am | Sun. Worship 11:00 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible 
Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Stan Adams | 704-748-9777 (Bldg) & 704-748-3747 (Jerry) | 
lincolnncchurch@gmail.com | lincolncoc.com

OHIO
BEAVERCREEK
Knollwood Church of Christ

1031 Welford Dr, Beavercreek, OH 45434 (located a few miles E of Dayton)
Sun. Short Worship: 9:30 am | Bible Study 10:05 am | Sun. Worship 11:00 am | 
Wed. Bible Study Adults: 1:00 pm & All ages: 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Heath Rogers | 937-426-1422 | knollwoodchurch.org

DAYTON
West Carrollton Church of Christ

28 W. Main St., Dayton, OH 45449
Sun. Worship 9:00 pm | Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:25 am | Wed. Bible 
Study 7:00 pm
Evangelists: Michael Grushon 937-866-5162 or Alan Beck 937-469-3311 | 
wc-coc.org

FRANKLIN
Franklin Church of Christ

6417 Franklin-Lebanon Rd. Franklin, OH 45005
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 10:45 am | Tues. Bible Study 6:30 pm
Evangelist: Josh Lee | 937-789-8055 or 937-746-1249 | franklin-church.org

MANSFIELD
Southside Church of Christ

687 Mansfield-Lucas Rd. Mansfield, OH 44907
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 10:45 am | Wed. Bible Study 4:30 pm
James Bond: 419-564-3878 | Mr. Kim Walton: 419-651-3488 | Bldg: 419-522-
8982 | northsidecofc.us 
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NEW LEBANON
New Lebanon Church of Christ

1973 W Main St. New Lebanon, OH 45345
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am, & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Bruce Hastings | 937-687-7150 or 937-478-0367

MARIETTA-RENO
Marietta-Reno Church of Christ

80 Sandhill Rd. Reno, OH 45773
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:30 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Mark Childers | 304-615-1091 | 740-374-9827 | mariettarenochur-
chofchrist.org

NORTHWOOD
Frey Rd. Church of Christ

4110 Frey Rd., Northwood, OH 43619 (Toledo Area)
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Donald Jarabek | 419-893-3566 & 567-694-5062

POMEROY
Westside Church of Christ

33226 Children’s Home Rd., Pomeroy, OH 45769
Sun Worship 10:00 am & 5 pm | Bible Study 11:00 am | Wed. Bible Study 6:00 
pm
Jack Hunt | wmhunt55@gmail.com | 740-645-4612 | Find us on Facebook!

OKLAHOMA
MCALESTER
North A St. Church of Christ

2120 No. A St.
Sun. Bible Study 9:45 am | Worship 10:45 am & 5:30 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Rob Lungstrum | 918-931-1362 or 918-423-3445

OREGON
PORTLAND
Liberty NW Church of Christ

4110 NE 122nd Ave #101, Portland, OR 97230
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 am | Thur. Bible Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Samuel A. Matthews | 971-331-2838 | Bldg: 503-432-8697 | 
samatm@comcast.net | libertynwchurchofchrist.org

SWEET HOME
Church of Christ

3702 E. Long St.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm & 7:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:30 pm
Bldg: 541-367-1599 
 
 
 
 

PENNSYLVANIA
PHILADELPHIA
Mt. Airy Church of Christ

7222 Germantown Ave, Philadelphia, PA 19119
Sun. Bible Study 10:15 am | Sun. Worship: 11:15 am | Tues. Bible Study: 7:00 
pm
Evangelist: James H. Baker, Jr. | 215-248-2026 | mtairychurchofchrist.org

SOUTH CAROLINA
SUMTER
Woodland Church of Christ

3370 Broad St. Extension
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 5:30 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangelist: A.A. Granke, Jr. | 803-499-6023

WEST COLUMBIA
Airport Church of Christ

4013 Edmund Hwy. (Hwy. 302)
Note: See our web site for current assembly schedule.
Evangelist: Terry W. Benton | 803-834-6978 | airport-church-of-christ.com

TENNESSEE
COLUMBIA
Mooresville Pike Church of Christ

417 Mooresville Pike | (Located .8 mi. N. of Hwy. 50/Jas. Campbell)
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 3:30 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
931-388-5828 or 931-381-7898 | mooresvillepikecoc.com

COSBY
Cosby Church of Christ

4894 Hooper Hwy. | 37722 | (Located 15 mi. E. of Gatlinburg on Hwy. 321)
Sun. Bible Study 10am | Worship 11:00 pm & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 6:00 
pm
Evangelist: Olie Williamson | 423-487-5540 or 423-748-0844

KINGSTON SPRINGS
Kingston Springs Church of Christ

350 North Main St.
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Steve Walker | kscoc.com

MOUNT PLEASANT
Locust St. Church of Christ

108 Locust St.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Daniel H. King, Sr. | 931-379-3704 or 931-964-3924 | lscoc.com 
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MURFREESBORO
Cason Ln. Church of Christ

1110 Cason Lane
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Bldg: 615-896-0090 | casonlanechurch.org

Northfield Blvd. Church of Christ
2091 Pitts Ln, Murfreesboro, TN 37130 (located at the corner of Northfield Blvd 
and Pitts Lane)
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Sun. Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible 
Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: David Bunting | 615-893-1200 | GodsRedeemed.org

NASHVILLE
Hillview Church of Christ

7471 Charlotte Pike
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Lee Wildman | 615-952-5458 or 615-356-7318

Perry Heights Church of Christ
423 Donelson Pike
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 9:55 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 7:00 
pm
Evangelist: Johnny Felker | 615-883-3118 | perryheights.faithweb.com

TEXAS
ALLEN
Twin Creeks Church of Christ

1414 W. Exchange Pkwy
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10:00 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Jerry King 214-504-0443 or 972-727-5355 | twincreekscoc.com

ALVARADO
I-35 Church of Christ

E. Service Rd. off I-35, N. of Alvarado
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
817-295-7277 or 790-7253

ALVIN
Adoue St. Church of Christ

605 E. Adoue St., Alvin, TX 77511
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:30 pm
Evangelist: Mark Mayberry | mark@ascoc.org | ascoc.org

BAYTOWN
Church of Christ at Pruett & Lobit

701 North Pruett St.
Sun. Bible Study 9:45 am | Worship 10:40 am & 6:30 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Bldg: 281-422-5926 | Weldon: 713-818-1321 | biblework.com 
 
 

BEAUMONT
Dowlen Rd. Church of Christ

3060 Dowlen Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Max Dawson | 409-866-1996 | dowlenroad.com

DICKINSON
Dickinson Church of Christ

2919 Main St/FM 517 E., Dickinson, TX 77539
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Sunday Worship 11:00 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible 
Study 7:00 pm
713-298-6673

EDNA
Church of Christ

301 Robison St.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Phillip Stuckey | 361-782-5506 or 361-782-2844 | ednachurchof-
christ.org

EL PASO
Eastridge Church of Christ

3277 Pendleton Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
915-855-1524

GALVESTON (BACLIFF)
Bacliff Church of Christ

4303 18th St, Bacliff, TX 77518
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Sun. Worship 10:00 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible 
Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Richard Lay | bacliffchurchofchrist.org

FORT WORTH
West Side Church of Christ

6110 White Settlement Rd. 76114
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:30 pm
817-738-7269

GRANBURY
Old Granbury Rd Church of Christ
4313 Old Granbury Rd, Granbury, TX 76049
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Sun. Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible 
Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Chip Foster | 817-913-4209 or 817-279-3351 | oldgranburyrd-
church.org

HOUSTON
Fry Rd. Church of Christ

2510 Fry Rd, Houston, TX 77084
Sun. Bible Study 9:45 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangelist: David Flatt | fryroad.org | church@fryroad.org 
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IRVING
Westside Church of Christ

2320 Imperial Dr. (Located close to DFW Airport)
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 9:50 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 7:30 
pm
Evangelist: Mark Roberts | 972-986-9131 | justchristians.com

LUBBOCK
Indiana Avenue Church of Christ

6111 Indiana Ave, Lubbock, TX 79413
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Sun. Worship 9:00 am & 11:00 pm | Wed. Bible 
Study 7:00 pm
806-795-3377 | lubbockchurch.com

MANSFIELD
Northside Church of Christ

1820 Mansfield Webb Rd, Mansfield, TX 76063
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Sun. Worship: 10:20 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible 
Study 5:30 pm.
Evangelist: Tom Roberts | 817-996-3926 | northsidecofc.us

NACOGDOCHES
Shawnee Church of Christ

612 S Shawnee St, Nacogdoches, TX 75961
Sun. Bible Study 9:45 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 | Wed. Bible Study 6:00 
pm
Minister: Van Dennis | 936-615-2950

Stallings Dr. Church of Christ
3831 N.E. Stallings Dr.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:20 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangelists: Randy Harshbarger & Jay Taylor

SAN ANTONIO
Pecan Valley Church of Christ

268 Utopia Ave. (Dir: I-37 S.E. Exit Pecan Valley)
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Jesse Garcia | 210-660 0409 | pecanvalleychurchofchrist.org

SHERMAN
Westwood Village Church of Christ

314 N. Tolbert
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Ronald Stringer

TEMPLE
Leon Valley Church of Christ

4404 Twin City Blvd.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:30 pm
Evangelist: Jason Garcia (yourfriendjgar@gmail.com) or (leonvalleychurch@
gmail.com) | 254-939-0682 | leonvalleychurch.org 
 
 

TEXARKANA
Franklin Dr. Church of Christ

2301 Franklin Dr.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:15 am | Wed. Bible Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Bryan Garlock | 870-772-0746 | txkchurch.com

WACO
Sun Valley Church of Christ

340 E Warren St. (in Hewitt, a suburb of Waco)
Sun. Bible Class 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 7:00 
pm
Evangelist: Marc Smith | 254-292-2482 or 652-7698

VERMONT
MONTPELIER
Montpelier Church of Christ

Meeting in the Capital City Grange Hall, 6612 Route 12 Berlin, VT 05602
Sun. Bible Study 9:00 am | Worship 10 am | Tues. Evening in Homes
Evangelist: Open | montpelierchurchofchrist.com | P.O. Box 70, Williamstown, 
VT 05679 | For questions or directions: Wade Holt 802-485-4311

VIRGINIA
CHESAPEAKE
Tidewater Church of Christ

217 Taxus St.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Steven Matthews | 757-436-6900 | tidewaterchurchofchrist.com

RICHMOND
Courthouse Church of Christ

8330 Doublecreek Court, Chesterfield, VA 23832 (Located in teh Metro Area; 
Courthouse Rd. at Double Creek Ct. 2.2 miles S of Rt. 288)
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 5:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangalist: Nathan L. Morrison | 804-778-4717 | courthousechurchofchrist.com

Forest Hill Church of Christ
1208 W. 41st St.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Jack Bise, Jr. | 804-233-5959

RIDGEWAY
Church of Christ

2970 Old Leaksville Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm & 5:30 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
276-956-6049 | churchofchristatridgeway.com

ROANOKE
Blue Ridge Church of Christ

929 Indiana Ave. N.E. (5 min. from Roanoke Convention Center)
Sun. 1st Lesson 9:15 am | Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm | Wed. 
Bible Study 7:30 pm
Evangelist: Brent Paschall | 540-344-2755 | blueridgecoc.org 
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VIRGINIA BEACH
Southside Church of Christ

5652 Haden Rd.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm
Robert Mallard | 757-464-4574

WASHINGTON
BELLINGHAM
Mt. Baker Church of Christ

1860 Mt. Baker Hwy.
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
Evangelist: Joe Price | 360-752-2692 or 360-920-6965 | bibleanswer.com/
mtbaker

TACOMA
Manitou Park Church of Christ

Meeting at Gray Middle School, 6229 S. Tyler St., Tacoma, WA 98409
Note: Please see webpage for updated meeting location and times.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 11:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 7:00 pm 
(Online)
253-242-3098 | tacomachurch@gmail.com | tacomachurch.com

WEST VIRGINIA
CLARKSBURG
Westside Church of Christ

7 Old Davisson Run Rd
Sun. Worship 9:30 am
304-622-5433 | westsidechurchofchristwv.net

FAIRMONT
Eastside Church of Christ

1929 Morgantown Ave.
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Worship 10:45 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible Study 
7:00 pm
304-363-8696 or 304-844-2437

MOUNDSVILLE
Moundsville Church of Christ

210 Cedar Ave, Moundsville, WV 26041
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 am | Sun. Worship 10:30 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible 
Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Tony Huntsman | 304-845-4940 | cedarsower.com

CANADA
CALGARY, AB
Northside Church of Christ

803 20A Ave NE, Calgary AB T2E 1S1
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 am | Sun. Worship 11:00 am & 6:00 pm | Wed. Bible 
Study 7:00 pm
Evangelist: Eric Castillo | +1-403-619-1249 | churchofchristcalgary.com
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