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Religious error is nothing new. It
raised its ugly head while Jesus and the
apostles were on earth.

1) Jesus ANswereD ERroR. When the
Sadducees asked Jesus, “In the resurrection
whose wife shall she be of the seven? For they
all had her...” (Mt. 22:23-28), Jesus responded,
“Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor
the power of God” (Mt. 22:29). The best
defense against religious error is to equip
ourselves with a knowledge of the Scriptures.
Our Lord uttered, “And ye shall know the
truth, and the truth shall make you free” (Jn.
8:32). As Paul told young Timothy, truth must
be studied and rightly divided (2 Tim. 2:15).
It is evident, from this episode in Matthew
22, that religious error exists because men
do not know the Scriptures!

2) THE APosTLES ANSWERED ERROR.
The apostles, being Holy Spirit guided, were
very capable of answering religious error and
they did so. When Judaizers tried to bind law
of Moses obligations on New Testament
Christians, Paul answered their religious
error immediately! A good example can be
seen in Galatians 5 when the freedom of the

Galatian Christians was under attack. False
teachers tried to bind fleshly circumcision on
these Christians and Paul answered their error
by showing the consequences of keeping the
law. He said Christ would profit them nothing,
they would be debtors to do the whole law,
and they were fallen from grace (Gal. 5:1-4).
The apostles did not tolerate false doctrine,
“No, not for an hour” (Gal. 2:1-5).

3) WE MusTt ANSWER ERROR. Just as
our Lord and the apostles answered religious
error, so must we! After learning the
difference in truth and error, we must have
the courage to answer it! Peter penned, “But
sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be
ready always to give an answer to every man
that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in
you with meekness and fear” (1 Pet. 3:15).
Religious error must be reproved. Writing
the Ephesians, Paul said, “And have no
fellowship with the unfruitful works of
darkness, but rather reprove them” (Eph. 5:11).
May we never be too timid to answer religious
error, that, as Paul said, “the truth of the gospel
might continue with you” (Gal. 2:5). Please
take time to read and study these back to basic
articles in this special issue.
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There is constant need for warning
againsterror. Peter penned, “Ye therefore, beloved,
seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye
also, being led away with the error of the wicked,
fall from your own stedfastness” (2 Pet. 3:17).

1) ERROR Is OF THE DeviL. Error was
first introduced by Satan, in the garden of Eden,
when the father of lies said, “Ye shall not surely
die” (Gen. 3:4; Jn. 8:44). As God is “a God of
truth and without iniquity, just and right is he”
(Dt. 32:4), Satan, “the god of this world” (2 Cor.
4:4), is a god of error and with iniquity, unjust and
wrong is he! Those who propagate error are “the
children of the devil” (Acts 13:10; 1 Jn. 3:8, 10).

2) ERRrOR INvOKES DivINE ANGER. When
Uzzah “put forth his hand to the ark of God,”
which none were allowed to touch (Num. 4:15),
“the anger of the Lord was kindled against Uzzah;
and God smote him there for his error; and there
he died by the ark of God” (2 Sam. 6:6-7).
Throughout the pages and ages of sacred history,
death has always been the companion of error.

3) ErRoR Is To BE Exrosep. Ever since
man has possessed the knowledge of good and
evil, he has been inclined to try to cover error
(Gen. 3:5, 10). There is no cloak of any human
construction that can conceal error, “For there
is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed,
neither hid, that shall not be known” (Lk. 12:2).
As light expels darkness, truth exposes error (Jn.
3:20-21). Error, and those involved in it, have
always been identified in a specific way. God,
by His servant Jeremiah, identified the work of
idolatry as “the work of errors” (Jer. 10:15; 51:18).
Jesus said to the Sadducees, which denied the
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resurrection, “Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures,
nor the power of God” (Mt. 22:23, 29). Paul
labeled homosexuality as “error” (Rom. 1:27) and
named Hymenaeus and Philetus as having erred
concerning the truth (2 Tim. 2:16-18). Jude made
mention of “the error of Balaam,” in Jude 11.
Saints, of every generation, must “reprove” the
“unfruitful works of darkness” (Eph. 5:11).

May our desire always be, “Teach
me...and cause me to understand wherein | have
erred” (Job 6:24).
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The doctrine of Total Hereditary
Depravity (Adamic Sin, Original Sin, Inherited
Sin) holds “that through the disobedience of
Adam original sin is extended to all mankind,;
which is a corruption of the whole nature and a
hereditary disease, wherewith even infants in
their mother’s womb are infected, and which pro-
duces in man all sorts of sin, being in him a root
thereof, and therefore is so vile and abominable
in the sight of God that it is sufficient to con-
demn all mankind” (Belgic Confession, Article
XV, Original Sin).

1) Sin DivineLy DerFINeD. This religious
error misses the divine definition of sin. Sin is
divinely defined as:

Lust conceived. “Then when lust hath
conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it
is finished, bringeth forth death” (Jas. 1:15).
Infants in their mother’s womb, being without
lust, are without sin!

Knowing to do good, and not doing it.
“Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and
doeth it not, to him it is sin” (Jas. 4:17). Can
you tell us what it is that infants in their mother’s
womb have not done, that they know to do?
Children, having “no knowledge between good
and evil” (Dt. 1:39), have no sin.

Transgression of the law. “Whosoever
committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for
sin is the transgression of the law” (1 Jn. 3:4).
If Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth
also the law, then infants in their mother’s womb
infected with sin must have transgressed the law.
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Now you need to tell us which law they have
transgressed! If they have not transgressed the
law, then they have not committed sin.

Unrighteousness. “All unrighteousness
is sin...” (1 Jn. 5:17). Paul listed acts of
unrighteousness in 1 Corinthians 6:9-10. Will
you tell us what act of unrighteousness infants
in their mother’s womb are guilty of? Is it for-
nication? How about idolatry? Are they guilty
of stealing? What unrighteousness have they done?

Jesus said, “Whosoever committeth sin
is the servant of sin” (Jn. 8:34). Infants are not
sinners, seeing they have committed no sin!

2) As EveE Was BEGuILED, So Our MINDs
ARE CorruUPTED. 2 Corinthians 11:3 - “But | fear
lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve
through his subtilty, so your minds should be
corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ”
- shows that by whatever means Eve was enduced
to sin, we are enticed to sin. By what means did
the serpent beguile Eve? Genesis 3 shows Eve
was deceived by “the lust of the flesh, and the
lust of the yes, and the pride of life” (1 Jn. 2:16),
when she “saw that the tree was good for good,
and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to
be desired to make one wise...took of the fruit,
thereof, and did eat” (Gen. 3:6). Corruption did
not enter the world through the disobedience of
Adam, but rather, as Peter said, “corruption...is
in the world through lust” (2 Pet. 1:4). As Eve,
“...every man is tempted, when he is drawn away
of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath
conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it
is finished, bringeth forth death” (Jas. 1:14-15).
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3) INFANTS ARE INNOCENT. To see that
infants are not infected with the heriditary disease
of original sin, simply read Psalm 106:37-38.
The Psalmist spoke of the sins of the fathers
when they “sacrificed their sons and their daugh-
ters unto devils, And shed innocent blood, even
the blood of their sons and their daughters, whom
they sacrificed unto the idols of Canaan: and
the land was polluted with blood.” Infants and chil-
dren are innocent in God’s sight; not sin-infected!

4) THE ScrIPTURES TEACH INDIVIDUAL
AccounTaBiLITY. Ezekiel 18, a burial ground for
birth sin, affirms the doctrine of personal re-
sponsibility. Verses 1-20 affirm that neither in-
iquity nor righteousness is inherited, and a man’s
fate is not determined by the goodness or wick-
edness of others. As the unjust son of verses
10-13 did not inherit the just nature of his fa-
ther (verses 5-9), the sinful nature of the unjust
man of verses 10-13 was not passed to his son
(verses 14-17). \erse 20 contains the climac-
tic conclusion: “The soul that sinneth, it shall
die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the
father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity
of the son: the righteousness of the righteous
shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the
wicked shall be upon him.”

Other passages which affirm individual
accountability:

Deuteronomy 24:16 “The fathers shall
not be put to death for the children, neither shall
the children be put to death for the fathers:
every man shall be put to death for his own sin.”

Romans 2:5-6 God “will render to ev-
ery man according to his deeds.”

Colossians 3:25 “But he that doeth
wrong shall receive for the wrong which he hath
done: and there is no respect of persons.”
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In order for total heriditary depravity to
be true, these passages would have to read:

*...the children shall be put to death for
the fathers: every man shall be put to death
for Adam’s sin.”

“...who will render to every man ac-
cording to Adam’s deeds.”

*“...shall receive for the wrong which
Adam hath done...”

5) ToTaL HEReDITARY DEPRAVITY = TOTAL
INVOLUNTARY RIGHTEOUSNESS. |If one assumes
the total heriditary depravity position, then he
must also affirm total involuntary righteousness.
Calvinists take Romans 5:12 to teach original
sin, but the passage teaches no such thing. Read
it! “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into
the world, and death by sin; and so death passed
upon all men, for that all have sinned.” Calvin-
ists would have us believe sin passed upon all
men, for that all have sinned in Adam. The pas-
sage says, “death passed upon all men, for that
all have sinned.” Now notice verse 19: “For as
by one man’s disobedience many were made sin-
ners, so by the obedience of one shall many be
made righteous.” If we are made sinners because
of Adams’s personal disobedience and sin, then
we are made righteous by virtue of Christ’s per-
sonal obedience and righteousness. If this be
the case, “let us eat and drink; for to morrow we
die” (1 Cor. 15:32).
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The Presbyterian Confession of Faith
asserts, “God, from all eternity, did...freely and
unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to pass”
(chap. iii, sec. I). It is further stated, “...by the
decree of God...some men and angels are pre-
destinated unto everlasting life, and others fore-
ordained to everlasting death...their number is
so certain and definite that it can not be either
increased or diminished...” (chap. iii, secs. 3, 4, 5).

1) ManN Has FrRee WiLL. The doctrine
that God chose the person, individually, to be
saved or lost, without involving his or her choice
in the matter, robs man of his free will. The Bible
teaches man is a creature possessing the power
and privilege of choice. Joshua appealed to the
Lord’s people, “...choose you this day whom ye
will serve...” (Josh. 24:15). Why did he make
such an appeal, if God, from all eternity, did
freely and unchangeably ordain whatsoever
comes to pass? If man does not have free will,
Moses did not know it. Hebrews 11:24-25
records, “By faith Moses, when he was come to
years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s
daughter; Choosing rather to suffer affliction
with the people of God, than to enjoy the plea-
sures of sin for a season.” John said, “And who-
soever will, let him take the water of life freely”
(Rev. 22:17). This strikes at the very heart of
the matter.

2) Gob Is No ResPECTER OF PERSONS.
If God chose you to be lost, but me to be saved
that would make Him a respecter of persons. If
it can be shown that God is not partial, then this
religious error will have been answered. Proof
abounds as to the impartiality of God. Peter
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declared, “God is no respecter of persons: but
in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh
righteousness, is accepted with him” (Acts
10:34-35).

3) Gob CHose THE PLAce WHERE MEN
ARE Savep. God did not choose the person, in-
dividually, to be saved; He chose the place where
men are saved. “According as he hath chosen us
in him before the foundation of the world, that
we should be holy and without blame before him
in love: Having predestinated us unto the adop-
tion of children by Jesus Christ to himself, ac-
cording to the good pleasure of his will” (Eph.
1:4-5). This shows God chose us in Christ and
salvation is in Christ (2 Tim. 2:10). Those in
Christ were predestined to be saved, while those
outside of Christ were predestined to be lost.
Whether one gets into Christ or not, by being
“baptized into Christ” (Gal. 3:27), is his choice.

4) MaN WiLL BE Lost Because HE
CHose Not To Osey. Men and women will not
be lost because God personally chose them to
be lost, but because they personally chose not
to obey (Heb. 5:8-9; 2 Th. 1:8-9). Do you think
God would call upon man to obey Him, point
out the blessings of obedience and the curses of
disobedience, make him in such a way that he
cannot obey and then punish him for not obey-
ing? That is the God of Calvinism, but that is
not the God of the Bible!

Itis interesting that any I’ve ever met who
held this position claimed to be predestined to
be saved. You would think somewhere along the
way you would meet one predestined to be lost!
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M any have been taught the false doctrine
of the impossibility of apostasy! The doctrine
is known as once saved, always saved; one cannot
fall away as to be finally and eternally lost; once
in grace, always in grace; or the security of the
believer. It is the design of this article to examine
the subject in light of Bible teaching.

1) OricIN OF THE DocTrINE. The doc-
trine of the impossibility of apostasy did not
originate with God, but is a relic of Calvinism.
It stems from the doctrine “that God decreed
before the world began that a certain elect num-
ber should be saved and a number just as certain
be fixed, could not be saved, neither group could
be increased nor diminished.” The idea is that if
one’s salvation is settled from eternity, he can-
not be lost! He is destined to be either lost or
saved. Yet, | read that “God is not a respecter of
persons” (Acts 10:34-35; Rom. 2:11).

2) WARNINGS AGAINST SINNING. It is
rather strange that God warns His people against
sinning, if one could not sin; don’t you think?
Writing the Corinthians, Paul warned, “Where-
fore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed
lest he fall” (1 Cor. 10:12). Why tell a person
to be careful lest he fall, if he couldn’t fall?

3) ExampLES OF SoME WHO SINNED AND
FeLL Away. The Bible is full of examples of
those who sinned and fell away. Simon of Acts
8 serves as a good example of this. The Bible
says he “believed, and when he was baptized, he
continued with Philip, and wondered, beholding
the miracles and signs which were done” (Acts
8:13). So, according to Mark 16:16, he was
saved; right? As he “saw that through laying on
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of the apostles’ hands the Holy Ghost was given,
he offered them money, Saying, Give me also
this power...” (Acts 8:17-18). Peter then
charged him with not having the right kind of
heart and told him to “repent and pray, if perhaps
the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee”
(Acts 8:21-22). Simon then asked for prayer
on his behalf. There are other examples of those
who fell away, like those in Galatians 5:4 and 1
Corinthians 10:1-11.

4) InsTRuUCTIONS ON How To KEEP
From FaLLINnG Away. Peter admonished folks,
“add to your faith, virtue, knowledge, temper-
ance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness and
charity” (2 Pet. 1:5-7). Peter then said, “...if ye
do these things, ye shall never fall; but an en-
trance shall be ministered unto you abundantly
into the everlasting kingdom...” (2 Pet. 1:10-11).
Why such language if one cannot so sin as to be
lost? Anyone have an answer?

5) WHAT To Do WHeN ONE Sins. The
Bible tells a Christian to repent of his sins and
confess such unto God in prayer (Acts 8:22; 1
Jn. 1:9). Why tell a person what to do if he sins,
if he can’t sin? If one sins and does not correct
it, he will be eternally lost (Lk. 13:3). Suppose
a child of God does not confess his sins?

The Organization of the Church
$4.25 ea.

Thirteen-lesson Bible class study covering
all aspects of church organization, from head
to foundation.
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The Standard Manual for Baptist
Churches affirms justification is “solely through
faith in Christ (p. 62). According to The Con-
stitution of the Presbyterian Church, faith “is the
alone instrument of justification (p. 60). The
Discipline of the Methodist Church states,
“Wherefore, that we are justified by faith only
is a most wholesome doctrine and very full of
comfort” (p. 32). Now, what saith the Scrip-
ture? Are we justified by faith only?

1) ConNTrADICTS JAMES 2:24. The Bible
plainly says, “Ye see then how that by works a
man is justified, and not by faith only” (Jas. 2:24).
To affirm justification by faith only is to deny
the Bible, and to affirm the Bible is to deny the
constitutions of men.

2) ManNy THinGs JusTiFy. It is true that
we are justified by faith (Rom. 5:1), but there
are other things which are said to justify: God
(Rom. 8:33), Christ (Is. 53:11), grace (Ti. 3:7),
blood (Rom. 5:9), and works (Jas. 2:24). To say
we are justified by faith alone is to exclude
everything else the Bible says justifies!

3) No MoRe PROFITABLE THAN SAYING
Peace ONLy. James asked, “What doth it profit,
my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and
have not works?” (Jas. 2:14). Now comes an
illustration: “If a brother or sister be naked, and
destitute of daily food, And one of you say unto
them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled;
notwithstanding ye give them not those things
which are needful to the body; what doth it
profit?” (Jas. 2:15-16). Ready for the answer
and application? “Even so faith, if it hath not
works, is dead, being alone” (Jas. 2:17).
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4) THe DeviLs BeELIEVE. James 2:19
records, “Thou believest that there is one God,
thou doest well: the devils also believe, and
tremble.” Will the devils be saved? Matthew
8:28-34 finds Jesus casting out devils. If faith
is the alone instrument of justification, and the
devils believe, then Jesus cast out the justified!

5) AeraHAM AND RaHAB. To learn there
iIs more to justification than faith only, read the
stories of Abraham and Rahab (Jas. 2:21-25).
One word, in each story, does away with the idea
of faith only justification. Abraham offered (Jas.
2:21) and Rahab received (Jas. 2:25). Faith
without works is imperfect!

6) THeE Bopy WiTHouT THE SPIRIT Is
Deap. Here is the bottom line of James 2: “For
as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith
without works is dead also” (v. 26). As it takes
the union of body and spirit to constitute life
(Eccl. 12:7), faith must be coupled with works.
If you have faith alive without works, then you
have a body alive without a spirit!

7) JusTiFieED WiTHouT FAITH. If we can
be justified without works, then we can be
justified without faith; for faith is a work! The
Lord said, “This is the work of God, that ye
believe on him whom he hath sent” (Jn. 6:29).

8) JupceED UNNECESSARILY. As John was
allowed to see the judgment scene, he saw “the
dead, small and great...judged...according to their
works” (Rev. 20:12-13). If works have nothing
to do with justification, then we will be judged
unnecessarily; for we will be judged according
to our works!
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Many teach that man does not have an
eternal spirit! A good example of religious error
concerning the soul can be seen in this statement:
“Thus we learn that man is a combination of two
things; namely, the dust of the ground and the
breath of life, produced a living soul or creature
called man. Nowhere is it stated that Adam was
given an immortal soul. There is not one Bible
text that states the human soul is immortal...”
(Let God Be True, pp. 68-69). According to
this, man is just dust and breath; that’s all! So,
we examine this religious error in light of Bible
teaching.

1) MaN Has A SpiriT In His Bopy. Job
wrote, “But there is a spirit in man: and the
inspiration of the almighty giveth them
understanding” (Job 32:8). Zechariah said, “The
burden of the word of the Lord for Israel, said
the Lord, which stretcheth forth the heavens, and
layeth the foundation of the earth, and formeth
the spirit of man within him” (Zech. 12:1). There
is something in man called the spirit. The Bible
refers to man’s flesh and soul. “But his flesh
upon him shall have pain, and his soul within him
shall mourn” (Job. 14:22). Daniel said he had a
spirit in his body. “I Daniel was grieved in my
spirit in the midst of my body, and the visions
of my head troubled me” (Dan. 7:15). Paul told
the Corinthians, “For what man knoweth the
things of a man, save the spirit of man which is
in him...?” (1 Cor. 2:11).

2) THe SouL CaN DerPART THE Bopy.
There is something about man that can depart and
come into him. What s it? At the death of Rachel,
something left her. Moses wrote, “And it came
to pass, as her soul was in departing, (for she
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died)...” (Gen. 35:8). What left Rachel, if it was
not her spirit? Something also came into the
widow’s son when he was revived. What was it?
1 Kings 17:22 says, “... the soul of the child came
into him again and he revived.” Surely, we know
that his body did not come into his body again,
since some think man is totally mortal. So, the
soul or spirit can depart and come into one’s body!
When Paul was caught up to the third heaven, he
refers to being “in the body or out of the body...”
(2 Cor. 12:1-14). This Scripture teaches the
possibility of one living apart from his physical
body! Physical death is described by James, when
he penned, “For as the body without the spirit is
dead, so faith without works is dead also” (Jas.
2:26). There is something that leaves the body at
death. If it is not the eternal spirit, what is it?

3) WE ArRe Two MEeN. Man is composed
of two parts: the outward man and the inward
man. Paul penned, “For which cause we faint
not; but though the outward man perish, the
inward man is renewed day by day...for the
things which are seen are temporal; but the things
which are not seen are eternal...” (2 Cor. 4:16-
18). The seen-body is temporal but the unseen-
sprit is eternal! Moses declared, at the creation,
“And the Lord God formed man of the dust of
the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and man became a living soul”
(Gen. 2:7). Peter spoke of the “hidden man of
the heart” as being the spirit, as he contrasted
the body with the inner man; the spirit. “But let
it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is
not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek
and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of
great price” (1 Pet. 3:4). Jesus affirmed the
value of a man’s spirit when He said, “For what
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is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world,
and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give
in exchange for his soul” (Mt. 16:26)?

5) MeN Live AFTER PHysicAL DEATH.
There is something about man that lives after
death. The Psalmist recorded, “The days of our
years are threescore years and ten; and if by
reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet
is there strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon
cut off and we fly away” (Ps. 90:10). We know
that the physical body does not fly away; so, that
leaves our eternal spirit that flies away. The we
is the spirit and the body goes back to dust. It’s
like the wise man said, “Then shall the dust return
to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return
unto God who gave it” (Eccl. 12:7). A reading
of 2 Corinthians 5:1-6 will tell us that the we is
our house that is eternal. \We must remember
that, “God is not the God of the dead, but of the
living...” (Lk. 20:37-38). Evidently, there is
something about man that lives after physical

death. The faithful child of God has “hope in his
death” (Prov. 14:32). Paul told the Colossians that
their hope was “laid up in heaven” (Col. 1:4-5).

5) Use OrF THE WoRrD “SouL.” As we
discuss the word “soul” with folks, we must be
aware of the different ways the word is used in
the Bible. Sometimes, the word “soul” refers to
the whole person, body and spirit, as in 1 Peter
3:20, where “eight souls were saved by water.”
Noah and his house were saved, body and spirit,
from the flood waters. Acts 7:14 mentions
“seventy-five souls” whom Joseph called out of
Egypt. These folks went out of Egypt, body and
soul. On the other hand, the word refers to man’s
eternal spirit, like in 1 Peter 1:22: “Seeing ye
have purified your souls in obeying the truth...”
Man does not purify his physical body when he
obeys the truth, but the inner man is made pure.
Remember this distinction in the Biblical use
of the word “soul,” when you talk with folks who
believe that man does not have an eternal spirit.
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Among fundamental beliefs of Seventh-
Day Adventists, according to their Church Manual
compiled by the General Conference Committee,
Seventh-Day Adventists believe: “That the finally
impenitent, including Satan, the author of sin,
will, by the fires of the last day, be reduced to a
state of nonexistence, becoming as though they
had not been, thus purging the universe of God
of sin and sinners.” If the impenitent will be
reduced to nonexistence:

1) Jesus Dib NoT TeAcH IT. In Histeach-
ing concerning the judgment verdict, Jesus de-
clared, “Then shall he say also unto them on the
left hand, Depart from ye, ye cursed, into ever-
lasting fire, prepared for the devil and his an-
gels” (Mt. 25:41). The Lord taught that the abode
of the sinner, following the judgment, will be
commensurate with the abode of the righteous.
“And these [cursed sinners] shall go away into
everlasting punishment: but the righteous into
life eternal” (Mt. 25:46).

2) PauL Dip Not Know IT. If this annihi-
lation doctrine be true, the Lord did not inform
Paul of it and unto Paul did not the Holy Spirit re-
veal it. Thus, into all truth was he not guided (Jn.
16:13); for, in all his writings, not a word is said
about it! Since the things written by Paul bear the
divine label of “scripture” (2 Pet. 3:15-16) and “All
scripture is given by inspiration of God” (2 Tim.
3:16), those who believe sinners will be reduced
to nonexistence believe something that is not of
God. To the contrary, Paul taught, “wrath, tribula-
tion and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth
evil” (Rom. 2:5-9). Let the nonexistence advo-
cates tell us how a soul can experience such when
it is as though it had not been.
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3) THeE HEBREW WRITER DiD NOT PEN IT.
The epistle to the Hebrews reads, “He that de-
spised Moses’ law died without mercy under two
or three witnesses: Of how much sorer punish-
ment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy,
who hath trodden under foot the Son of God...It
is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the liv-
ing God” (Heb. 10:28-29). Let the annihilation
people explain how extinction is sorer punish-
ment than death without mercy.

4) JonN Dip Not See IT. The Spirit by
John revealed, “And the devil that deceived them
was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone,
where the beast and the false prophet are, and
shall be tormented day and night for ever and
ever” (Rev. 20:10). Does that sound like a state
of nonexistence to you? For ever and ever is
the same expression used with reference to God
in Revelation 4:8-9. The day sinners are reduced
to nonexistence is the day God ceases to exist!

The Scriptures nowhere teach that sinners
will be reduced to a state of nonexistence, but
that they will suffer an unending state of con-
scious torment.

Bible Class Material Sample Pack
$29.95 ea.

Need Bible class material, but not sure what
to study? Order our Bible class material
sample pack, which contains ten of our most
popular workbooks. An exceptional value,
at over 25% less than the regular price if you
purchased the workbooks separately.
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To many the kingdom of Christ is yet
to be established. This religious error has been
referred to as premillennialism and many reli-
gious bodies hold to this error, including some
churches of Christ.

1) THe ErRror DeriNeD. This doctrine
takes on many twists and turns, but, to put it sim-
ply, premillennialism says Jesus will return to
Jerusalem, set up a material kingdom and rule a
thousand years on the earth as Jews return to
Palestine. We will now examine this religious
error.

2) LanDp Promise FuLFiLLED. Those
thinking the kingdom is yet to be set up, and that
Jesus will come back to earth and set up an earthly
kingdom with the Jews coming to an unclaimed
land, fail to realize Israel has already received
the land promise of Genesis 12; 13:15; 15:18.
Joshua said God has already fulfilled that land
promise and, “that not one thing hath failed of
all the good things which the Lord your God
spake concerning you; all are come to pass unto
you, and not one thing failed thereof” (Josh.
23:14).

3) Kinebpom ProprHECIES. Read any
prophecies concerning the establishment of the
Lord’s kingdom and you can find their fulfill-
ment when the church was established. Daniel
said the kingdom would originate in the days of
“these kings” (Dan. 2:44). These kings had ref-
erence to the Roman kingdom, the fourth of the
world empires as seen in Nebuchadnezzar’s
dream of Daniel 2. The Romans were in power,
according to Mark 1:14-15 and Luke 20:22-25,
when the kingdom was set up (Acts 2).
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4) THe KingDom To BE ESTABLISHED IN
THE LiFeTiME OF SomE DiscipLEs. Mark 9:1
states, “Verily | say unto you, that there be some
of them that stand here, which shall not taste of
death, till they have seen the kingdom of God
come with power.” We are told that when the
Holy Spirit came upon the apostles, they would
receive “power” (Acts 1:8). So, when the Holy
Spirit came upon the apostles, the power came
and when the power came the kingdom would be
established. Acts 2 reveals the establishment of
the Lord’s church (Acts 2:47). So, the kingdom,
which is the church, had its beginning in Acts 2!

5) THe KineDom EsTABLISHED WHEN
CHRiST WENT To Gop INA CLoup. Daniel 7:13-
14 reveals that when “one like the Son of man
came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the
Ancient of days...he would be given...akingdom.”
So, if we can find where Jesus went to God in a
cloud, we will know that the kingdom has been
set up. That will not be hard to find! Acts 1:9-
11 finds Jesus taken up in a cloud. Then, in the
very next chapter, the gospel, for the first time
was preached, men heard it, believed it and
obeyed it, “and the Lord added to the church daily
such as should be saved” (Acts 2:22-47). After
Acts 2, the kingdom of Christ is spoken of as
being in existence as the Colossians were “trans-
lated into the kingdom of his dear son” (Col.
1:13). Rather difficult to be translated into
something that has not yet been established; don’t
you think?

Search The Scriptures Daily!
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Memory Verse: “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an
answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear”

(1 Pet. 3:15).

Be Ready To Answer Error
If we are to successfully answer religious error, we must be READY to give answer, as you can
read in the memory verse above. Fill in the acrostic below to show some things we must do to be

READY to give a Bible answer.

1. If we are to understand God’s
word so that we can answer religious
error, we must first

(Eph. 3:4).

2. Toteach others, we should first
ourselves

(2 Cor. 13:5).

3. Indefending the truth, you must
put people
in remembrance of God’s word
(2 Pet. 1:12).

4. To have God’s word established
in us, we must be
to His fear (Ps. 119:38).

5. To take the Lord’s work of
teaching the truth and answering
error is to take His

(Mt. 11:29-30).

R

D

Y

“Suffer the little children to come unto me,
and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God” (Mark 10:14).
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QM: “Is there any Bible authority for common
law marriage?”” And, “A woman who has never
been married, marries a divorced man...?”

Awi CommoN Law MARRIAGE

I do not recall reading anything in the Bible about common law marriage; do
you? In essence, common law marriage begins by just living together unmarried.
This the word of God will not tolerate. The Bible that | read says, “...to avoid forni-
cation, let every man have his own wife, and let every woman have her own husband”
(1 Cor. 7:2). Just living together, unmarried, is but to commit the sin of fornication.
Fornication is among the sins listed in 1 Corinthians 5:9-10, with the consequence
being, such “shall not inherit the kingdom of God.” Sometimes the laws of men
differ from the laws of God. When such occurs, we must heed these words: “...we
ought to obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). The Hebrew writer stated, “Mar-
riage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers
God will judge” (Heb. 13:4). If we start condoning “common law marriage,” we are
only encouraging couples to just live together, unmarried. And, who is ready for
that? | would recommend that if you are just living together, unmarried, if the two
have the Scriptural right to be married, get married!

NeveErR MARRIED WoMAN MARRIES DivorceD MAN
“A woman who has never been married marries a man who had an unlawful
divorce from his first wife. If the husband commits adultery and his second wife
divorces him, does she have the right to remarry?”

The woman who marries a man who has an unscriptural marriage is living in
adultery, for Jesus stated, “Whosoever shall put away his wife except it be for forni-
cation, and shall marry another committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her that is
put away doth commit adultery” (Mt. 19:9). First, the woman needs to repent of her
fornication/adultery, as she had no Scriptural right to be married to this man. If she
now puts him away for fornication, she could remarry one who has the Scriptural
right to marry. Romans 7:2-3 is the only passage that tells us why a subsequent
marriage is adulterous. Notice the “so then if” of verse 3. It points back to the fact
that the woman is bound to her first husband in verse 2. The reason a subsequent
marriage is adulterous is that there is a bond to a previous mate. If there is no bond,
there is no adultery. Thus, the one in the question before us would not commit
adultery if she remarries.

Bible Questions & Answers

Have A Bible Question? Send To: Back To Basics, P.O. Box 462, Salem, IN 47167
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Answering Religious Error
Simple, Scriptural Answers To Many Complex Religious Errors

Errors Answered Include:

Baptism Is Not Essential To Salvation; Mechanical
Instruments May Be Used In Worship; One Church
Is Just As Good As Another; There’s Nothing InA
Name; Salvation Is By Faith Only; Children Are
Born Sinners; A Christian Cannot Sin So As To Be
Eternally Lost; The Lord’s Supper May Be Observed
Weekly, Monthly, Quarterly, Semi-Annually, Or
Annually; There Is No God; Christ Will Come Back
To Earth, Set Up His Kingdom, And Reign 1,000
Years; There’s Only One Person In The Godhead,
Jesus Only; Sprinkling Or Pouring Is Sufficient For
Baptism; Tithing Is The Scriptural Method Of
Gathering Money; Infants Are Subjects Of Bible
Baptism; and much, much more!

John Isaac Edwards
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