METHODIST BAPTISM
vs BIBLE BAPTISM
H. E. Phillips

In the Discipline of The Methodist Church, 1948
edition, page 470, 471, we have the following
instruction : "L et ever y adult per son, and the
par ents of ever y child to be baptized, have the
choice of spr inkling, pouring, or immersion."
T he Methodist Discipline gives a choice of three
actions: sprinkling, pouring, or immersion. T he
word of God gives no such choice. T he action is
stated in the ver y word "baptize." This word
always car r ies the idea of immer sion, and should
have been so translated. Besides this, the
descr iption of this action is given in the word
"bur ied" — "T her efore we ar e bur ied with him
by bapt ism into death . . . " ( Rom. 6:4). Bur ied
with him in baptism . . . " ( Col. 2:12). T he
Methodist Discipline is opposed to the wor d of
God on this point.
Furthermore, the par ents made the choice for
the child. No such idea is anywher e taught in the
Book of God. I ndividuals who ar e to obey God
always exercise their own will, and if they do not
have such power, they ar e not addr essed by the
Spir it of God.
On page 471 the minister is to address the parents
or sponsors as follows: "Dearly beloved, forasmuch
as this child is now pr esented by you for
Chr istian Baptism, and is thus consecr ated to
God and to his Chur ch, it is your part and duty to
see that he be taught, as soon as he shall be able
to lear n, the meaning and pur pose of this holy
Sacr ament; that he be instructed in the pr inciples
of our holy f aith and the natur e of the Chr istian
life . . . "
T he Methodist Discipline opposes the word of
God in bringing infants to God before they have
lear ned of the Father. Jesus said: "E ver y man
therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the
F ather, cometh unto me" ( John 6:45). He does
not teach that they come unto him and later learn
of him. T he Methodist Discipline does teach this.
I n addition to this the Discipline r ever ses the
order of faith and baptism as taught in the word
of God. It is the fundamental teaching of the
Methodist Chur ch that one is saved by faith only.
I n Article IX, paragraph 69, page 27 we read:
"We ar e accounted r ighteous before God only for
the mer it of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
by faith, and not for our own works or deser vings.
Wher efore, that we ar e justified by f aith only is
a most wholesome doctrine, and ver y full of
comfort." But they baptize inf ants without faith
on

their part. The Bible teaches that one cannot please
God without faith (Heb. 11:6). I f t her e ever was
a work of mer it (without faith) it is infant baptism.
Jesus stated in the commission as recorded by
Matthew: "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost" ( Matt. 28:19). Jesus
said "T each, Baptize, T each." T he Methodist
Discipline says "Baptize and T each." Jesus said:
"He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved"
(Mark 16:16). T he Methodist Discipline teaches to
"sprinkle" the infant and then teach him to believe
the word of God. T his is one of many things
that makes the Methodist Chur ch a work of man
and not of God. It teaches the doctrines of men,
which make void the commandments of God. (Matt.
15:1-9). It teaches salvation by faith only and
pr actices salvation by works only ( infant baptism
without faith on the part of the one baptized).
One who follows the Methodist Discipline cannot
follow the word of God, and, by the same
token, one who follows the word of God cannot
follow the Methodist Discipline.

TAKING A BOAT RIDE
P. J. Casebolt, Akron, Ohio

T her e is something inspir ing about ships and
seas, boats and r ivers. Because of them poets have
launched into lyr ics, and wr iter s into metaphor ical
phr ases and palpitant per sonification. Some of
the gr eat lessons of the Bible center around
nautical events, and some of the gr eatest historical
happenings and geographical discover ies transpir ed
on the waterways of the world. Ocean voyages and
tranquillity sail hand in hand — until a storm ar ises
and one gets seasick.
I'm beginning to get seasick ever y time I hear
brethren say: "L aunch out into the deep!" Some
br ethren have twisted and tossed these words of
Jesus until the next step appear s to be the
launching of a new chur ch building with a bottle
of champagne. T his passage ( L k. 5:4), has
become the har bor for a lot of br ethren who want
to do something for which they have no
author ity. I f you want a kitchen or a r ecr eation
room in the church building; an organization about
which the Bible knows nothing; or anything else
that you can't get by building on the rock, just
launch out into the deep and get it.
Brethren don't seem to under stand that they ar e
just cruising around among sectar ian r elics that
have been placed in mothballs long ago by those
who launched them; that they ar e just getting a
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f ew dead her r ing in their nets that have been
thrown overboard f r o m denominational dreadnaughts. Let us look at the text, befor e we get
caught in the Char lbdis of eter nal judgment, or
land on the Scylla of eter nal hell.
One thing that brethren seem to over look in this
text is the fact that Jesus was with these
fisher men; they wer e guided by his divine
pr esence. Jesus promised his disciples that he
would be with them in the car r ying out of his
commands ( Mt. 28:19,20). Whatever we do must
be done by Chr ist's author ity ( Col. 3:17). Paul told
the Philippians that when they did the things
which they had lear ned, r eceived, and heard,
that "the God of peace shall be with you."
(Phil. 4:9). T he par ents of Jesus thought he was
with them when they retur ned from Jerusalem, but
they were mistaken. Br ethren should lear n this
lesson from the second chapter of Luke before they
start launching out in the fifth chapter. Let us
make certain we have Jesus with us before
leaving the shor e.
It is not possible to have the physical pr esence
of Jesus with us now. But, befor e we start off on
a voyage into the deep, we can make certain that
the cour se has been charted, and that Jesus has
gone befor e us. If he has not directed us, and we
have no assur ance that he will be with us in what
we do and wher e we go, then let us stay close to
shor e. When we go on uncharted voyages, and
ventur e out into the tempestuous deep, the master
of ocean, and earth, and skies will not be there to
say, "Peace, be still."
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PREACHING CHRIST
It is amazing to note the var ious topics discussed
and manner of preaching that is being done in the
name of Chr ist. We hear on ever y hand the claim
of preachers to be "Preaching Chr ist," but by New
T estament standar d much of it falls far short of
true gospel pr eaching. Much of the pr eaching of
today is designed to elevate and honor the preacher
instead of Chr ist. Appeals are made for money and
"big business." Special honor is paid to father s
and mothers, special days, special events, great
projects, per sonal programs, etc., and just enough
attention is given to Chr ist and his word to try
to make it appear as "gospel pr eaching." I n some
cases more time is given to self-praise in what has
been done than in telling what men and women
ought to do to honor Chr ist.
"T herefore they that were scattered abroad went
ever y where preaching the word. T hen Philip went
down to the city of Samar ia, and pr eached Christ
unto them. And the people with one accord gave
heed unto those things which Philip spake, hearing
and seeing the miracles which he did." (Acts 8:4-6).
"And when they believed Philip pr eaching the
things concerning the kingdom of God, and the
name of Jesus Chr ist, they wer e baptized, both
men and women." (Acts 8:12).
Gospel preaching must include the life, death,
r esur r ection and author ity of Jesus Chr ist. The
only foundation upon which one can successfully
build is the preaching that Jesus is the Chr ist, the
Son of God. No other foundation can be laid but
the pr eaching of Chr ist. (I Cor. 3:11). T his
foundation is the preaching as done by the apostles
and prophets ( E ph. 2:20). When Philip preached
to the eunuch he "began at the same scr ipture,
and
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preached unto him Jesus." (Acts 8:35). When he
preached to those in the city of Samar ia he
preached Chr ist unto them. I n pr eaching Chr i st
Philip not only told them that Chr ist was the
promised Messiah and the Saviour of the World, but
he also preached about his kingdom — the kingdom
of God. Gospel preaching, therefore, involves
preaching a-bout the kingdom promised by the Old
T estament prophets and fulfilled in the days when
the Holy Spir it came down from heaven and
empowered the apostles to speak the wisdom of
Chr ist to the world. T his kingdom is the chur ch of
the firstbor n — Chr ist. Preaching Chr ist must
include the chur ch over which he is the head.
T her e have been many theor ies and plans that
have been pr eached concer ning the natur e,
worship, wor k and organization of the chur ch, all
of which have contr ibuted to the terrible state of
denominationalism of the present day. T he gr eed,
sensual desires, material hopes of men have been
expr essed in the cr eeds wr itten and unwr itten that
are the common topics of much preaching today.
Premillennialism has been preached as "gospel
preaching" concer ning the kingdom of God, but to
the Bible student this doctrine is unscr iptural and
anti- scr iptur al. Much of the preaching of the
kingdom of God today is char acter ized by a
f alse concept of the nature of the church. It has
become mor e a social or der and commer cial
business than the spir itual body of Chr ist. To
pr each Chr ist we must pr each the "things
concerning the kingdom of God" — the chur ch of
Chr ist; this involves its true mission, nature,
organization, wor ship and discipline.
Furthermore, pr eaching Chr ist means to preach
the "name of Jesus Chr ist." T his name is all
important because it is the only name given by
which men must be saved. (Acts 4:12). The
name of Chr ist is involved with the authority of
Chr ist. All author ity has been given to him, and
when one does not respect his authority in all
matters r egarding the chur ch, he is a worker of
iniquity. T his authority demands that the gospel
in its pur ity be pr eached to all men. It requir es the
believer to repent and be baptized for the
r emission of his sins. (Mark 16:15,16; Acts
2:38). T he authority of Chr ist demands faithful
obedience throughout life. When any preacher
presumes to announce conditions and terms of
service to God that ar e not taught by the authority
of Chr ist, that preacher is not preaching Chr ist as
it is r evealed in the New T estament.
Paul instructs T imothy in his work of preachingChr ist. "P r each the word; be instant in season,
out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctr ine." (II Tim. 4:2). Preaching
Chr ist r equir es straight and plain pr eaching that
sometimes car r ies r ebuke of error. Only the gospel
of Chr ist will save the lost.
SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES
1960-1961
Bound in beautiful blue cloth binding
Only a few copies left
$5.00 per copy

"NEUTRAL"

I marvel that anyone thinks he can be neut r al
on the issues that face the chur ch today. I n the
first place, it is almost impossible to be truly
neutral on any matter of importance. Webster
defines the term "neutral" in this way, "Not
engaged on either side; specif., of a state or
power, lending no active assistance to either or
any belliger ent." For his third definition he defines
it in these words. "Neither one thing or t he other;
indiffer ent." I t hink that per haps the thir d
definition suits our case today better than the
f ir st. A lot of brethren who claim to be neutral just
do not care. T hey have never been impressed with
the seriousness of the principles involved.
First, to be indiffer ent on the pr esent day issues
of "institutionalism" and "cooper ation" is to say
that issues important enough to divide the chur ch
of the Lord ar e not important enough for us to
study. How would it be possible for a man who
claims to be interested in the welfare of the chur ch
and who claims to believe the church important to
take the position that the things that divide it ar e
not important? Sadly enough this was the course
followed by some of the preacher s of a centur y
ago. T hey sought to "carry water on both
shoulder s", preach for both sides and say they
wer e neutral. If the issue of mechanical music were
not important then the wor ship was not a ser ious
matter. Evidently they could never see this, or
did not want to see it, and would preach on
worshipping God in "Spirit and in truth", and then
close their eyes at perversions of God's
commandments. When the missionar y society was
formed, some tr ied to be neutr al and found that
if this wer e a matter of indiffer ence it had to
follow that the mission of the chur ch itself was
not as important as the word of God set it forth to
be.
Secondly, if these issues are matters of
indifference and ar e not important and vital, then
it has to follow that the completeness of Biblical
authority is not a serious matter. Surely the Bible
deals with matters so great that they ar e splitting
the chur ch of the Lord all over the wor ld. T he
gr eat apostle Paul thought this was a matter of the
gr eatest importance when he wrote to young
T imothy in these words, (2 T im. 3:16,17). "All
scr ipture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for r eproof, for cor r ection,
for instruction in r ighteousness: that the man of God
may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good
works." I n this passage we ar e told if any work is a
good wor k the scr ipture will fur nish us for it.
T hat which God considers good he provides for in
his revelation. To put it another way, no r evelation
— no good works. Colossians 2:10 states, "and ye
are complete in him, which is the head of all
pr inci-
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pality and power." A f ew months ago an elder
said to the wr iter, "T he Bible does not say a word
about these human institutions and you ought not
to say anything about them either." He may not
under stand what he said, but it is this: Anything
that the Bible does not say anything about we
cannot condemn. I asked about sprinkling for
baptism, the counting of beads, the instrument in
the worship of the New T estament church, and the
missionar y society. T he Bible does not say
anything about these either. Of cour se the point
is the necessity of Biblical authority in the light of
the completeness of revelation. T his is the
meaning of 2 John 9, "Whosoever transgr esseth,
and abideth not in the doctrine of Chr ist, hath
not God. He that abideth in the doctr ine of Christ,
he hath both the Father and the Son."
I n the thir d place, if these issues ar e matter s
of indiffer ence it has to follow that the allsufficiency of the chur ch is not vital. We have
taught, and r ightly so, through the year s that the
chur ch cost heaven the blood of Chr ist (Acts
20:28) ; and that this blood was the all- sufficient
pr ice to buy that all-sufficient church. Someone
called the attention of the wr iter to the thought
that if the chur ch bought by the blood is not allsufficient per haps we had better take another
hard look at the blood for it would have to follow
that the blood was not all- sufficient. T his is the
ver y grounds of modernism and has been for two
decades. No r ight thinking child of God wants to
give place to it for a second, but the point is
ther e just the same. If the church has to have help
in doing what God gave her to do, then there has to
be more involved than the church and more involved
than the blood used to pur chase it. Who can say
that these ar e matter s of indiffer ence?
Fourth, if the issue of cooper ation as pr acticed
in the Her ald of T r uth is not important, it has to
follow that the commandments and examples of
congr egational activity ar e not vital. I n other
words, that chur ches of the New T estament did
not know that that was the best way to do the work.
Paul gave specific instructions to the elders of the
church of E phesus at Miletus in Acts 20:28. "T ake
heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock,
over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you
overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath
pur chased with his own blood." T he lesson was
clear. They wer e to watch on two fronts; first
themselves, and then the flock. T his was the great
chur ch of Asia. It was her e that all of Asia heard
the word of God. ( Acts 19:10) I f t her e was a
chur ch on ear t h in the days of the apostles that
was strong enough to engage in such brotherhood
projects as those in use today it would have been
the E phesian Chur ch. Just think what Paul would
have to say to the elder s of one of the lar ge
promotional congr egations today. It would have
cover ed sever al chapter s in the book of Acts but
not so, Paul simply says "take heed unto
your selves and to the flock." I marvel that any
child of God could say "I am neutral". T oo
many times what he means is, "I do not want to
stand for the truth and I do not want you to stand
against it either."

COMME NT S T O EDITORS

"I would like to state that you have a wonderful
paper and I hope that you will keep up the good
work." — John C. Beech, Mer idian, Miss.
"Please r enew the following subscr iption to
Sear ching the Scr iptures for the following. Keep
up the good work you ar e doing." — A. S.
Campbell, Miami, Fla.
"We always look forward to the end of the
month and receiving our issue of Searching T he
Scriptures." — Mrs. Van S. Jones, Lewisburg, T enn.
"I came across your publication quite by
accident. Peter Wilson, evangelist at Kings L ynn,
E ngland, loaned me a copy which I read with great
inter est and enthusiasm. It is certainly satisfying
to read one paper that does not support departures
from the New T estament such as church supported
colleges, radio and TV program, church owned
motels, hotels, etc. and the endless var iety of
'modern' doctrines. Keep up the good wor k. And
may God be with your efforts throughout the years."
— TSgt. Richard Edwards, APO, New York.
"Keep up the good work." — Robert Stoner, St.
Peter sburg, Fla.
"Please renew my subscr iption to Searching T he
Scriptures. I enjoy the paper very much." — David
Stevenson, Richmond, Calif.
"T he bound volume of Searching T he Scr iptur es
is beautiful." — Fer r ell Jenkins, St. Louis, Mo.
"I continue to enjoy Sear ching T he S cr iptures
. . ." — Paul Brock, Jacksonville, Fla.
"We enjoy Searching T he Scr iptures very much."
— Dr. K. L. Swafford, Hartselle, Ala.
"I look forward each month with gr eat
anticipation for Sear ching T he Scr iptures. It is
fine." — Arthur M. Ogden, L ive Oak, Fla.
"We still think you publish one of the best
journals in the brotherhood. Keep the good work
going." — Ralph P. Autry, Nashville, T enn.
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T he laying on of apostles hands always imparted
miracle working power; it could be seen. With this
distinction in mind we ar e able to mor e fully
examine this second gift. T his gift was never im-
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parted except by the laying on of apostolic hands,
the hands of an apostle wer e absolutely essential
to impart this gift, for this gift always imparted
miracle working power, could be seen, and since
the apostles alone possessed the highest gift of the
Spir it — the baptismal gift — they alone could
impart miracle working power to any one else.
T his gift could never be impar t ed to an
unbaptized person.
It had to be added to the common gift r eceived
at baptism or it could not be, and never was
r eceived by anyone. Some of the miracles listed
under the laying of hands are recorded in 1 Cor.
12:8-10. T hese wer e all Miraculous and wer e all
imparted by the hands of an apostle, and could be
seen; in fact an apostle could lay his hands on a
Chr istian and enable him to perform any, or
maybe all, of those nine differ ent miracles. We
have ample, substantial Scriptural proof for these
statements.
I n (Acts C:l- 7,) we lear n that the Apostles laid
their hands on the seven men selected by the chur ch
in Jerusalem; we know these men were Chr istians;
they had r eceived the common gift, for the
apostles told them to seek out seven men of good
report, full of the Holy Spir it, from among
themselves. We know, too, that miracle working
power was thus imparted to those men; the next
verse tells us that Stephen did gr eat wonder s and
mir acles. Stephen could not do that till an apostle
had laid his hands on him. He began at once to
perform miracles.
I n ( Acts 8:1- 13,) we are told that Philip, one
of the men upon whom the apostles had laid their
hands, went down to Samar ia preaching Christ,
performing miracles and baptizing gr eat number s
of the Samar itans both men and women, who when
they wer e baptized r eceived the common gift of
the Spir it. Philip could perform mir acles, but he
could not lay his hands on any one and enable
him to perform miracles; this r equir ed the hands
of an apostle. Ver ses 14-17 tell us that when the
apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samar ia had
r eceived the gospel they sent Peter and John to
Samar ia, and when they laid their hands on some
of those Christians Philip had baptized, they
r eceived the Holy Spir it. Ver se 18 shows that
ther e was a demonstration of miracle working
power that could be seen, for Simon saw it
demonstrated and offered money for it. T his proves
that miracle working power came only from the
hands of an apostle, a power that could be seen, a
power never received by any one at baptism.
We lear n from ( Acts 19:1-5.) that Paul went to
E phesus and found certain disciples, twelve men
— v.7, and he asked them a question. He said,
"Have ye r eceived the Holy Spir it since ye
believed?" and they said, "We have not so much as
heard whether there be any Holy Spir it." Paul
knew those men were not Chr istians; he knew they
had not been baptized into the name of Chr ist, else
they would have r eceived the gift of the Spirit
and would have known about the Spir it. He asked
them another question. He said, "Unto what then
were ye baptized?" And they said, "Unto John's
baptism." John's baptism was valid up to
Pentecost, but, on the day of Pentecost the command
was given for the first time to be baptized in the
name of Chr ist for the r emission of sins. From
that day on John's baptism was null and void.
T hose men

had been baptized in John's baptism since the day
of Pentecost, ther efore, Paul knew they had
neither been legally nor spir itually baptized.
When we tur n to Acts 18 and read the connection
leading up to this we lear n that Apollos came to
E phesus since the day of Pentecost, knowing
nothing but John's baptism and he must have
baptized those men in John's baptism. T his was
before Aquilla P r iscilla took him to themselves
and taught him the way of God more perfectly.
Paul explained this to them and that John did
baptize in water unto r epentance, but now one must
be baptized in the name of Chr ist. When that was
done they received the Spir it, but befor e they could
perform a mir acle an apostle had to lay his hands
on them. T he next ver se tells us that when Paul
laid his hands on them they received the Holy
Spir it and spake with tongues and prophesied.
Again pr oving that miracle working power came
only from the hands of an apostle, a power that
could be seen.
T his power never came by prayer as claimed by
some of our religious friends. It never came dir ect
from God in heaven as did the baptismal gift, it
came only from the hands of an apostle. Miracles
were for the establishing, or confirming of the
gospel. Paul wrote the church at Rome saying, "I
long to see you that I may impart unto you some
spir itual gift to the end that ye may be
established." ( Rom. 1:11.) Paul knew no apostle
had been to Rome to lay his hands on those
Chr istians. He knew they could not perform
miracles; he wanted to do that, but to do so
P aul would have to be at Rome, for an apostle
could not impart miracle working power by remote
control. He had to be present and lay his hands on
them personally. T his being true, when the last
apostle died and the last Chr istian on whom an
apostle had laid his hands died all mir acles ceased,
for ther e are no apostles today to lay their hands
on any one. (1 Cor. 13:8- 10.) Any one claiming
to perform miracles today is counter f eit, and is
the power, signs and lying wonder s of Satan's
emissar ies as descr ibed by Paul, (2 Thess. 2:714.)
T he baptismal gift of the Holy Spir it was never
imparted by any means whatsoever. E ven an
apostle could not lay his hands on any one and
impart that. It came dir ectly from God in
heaven in a most astonishing demonstration of
power. Ther e ar e but two cases of Holy Spirit
baptism r ecorded in the New T estament: that of
the apostles on Pentecost, (Acts 2:1- 5.) and that
of Cornelius (Acts 10:44- 48.). T he apostles were
recipients of that supr eme gift to inspir e and
qualify them to act as Chr ist's ambassador s ( 2
Cor. 5:20.) in r evealing the plan of salvation to the
world and perpetuating that r evelation through
their writing and r ecording of the New
T estament Scr iptur es, a perfect, complete guide.
Cor nelius r eceived the like gift (Acts 11:15),
not as a permanent blessing to himself to go with
him through life as it did with the apostles. It
was not that he could lay his hands on any one
and enable them to perform miracles, not at all.
It was a tempor ar y service to convince the six
Jewish Chr istians Peter had brought with him as
witnesses, that Cornelius and all other Gentiles
were henceforth and forever to have equal gospel
pr ivileges with the Jews. T his gift probably de-
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parted from him just as soon as its purpose was
accomplished. We have no r ecord that he used it
even once, and his name is never mentioned again
in the New T estament.
T his gift remained with the apostles to the end
of their lives, enabling them to confer miracle
working power upon other s for the purpose of
establishing or confirming the gospel in its purity
and completeness. Claiming to receive the baptism
of the Holy Spir it today as did the apostles on
Pentecost is near blasphemy, claiming equal r ights
with the inspired apostolic ambassadors of Christ.
T he apostles ar e the only people who have ever
received the baptism of the Holy Spir it
permanently, to go with them throughout life.
T hey ar e the only people who from Pentecost till
now have had the power to lay their hands on any
one and enable them to perform miracles. And
the apostles ar e the only ambassadors Chr ist has
ever chosen and sent out. Let me illustrate: we
ar e all citizens of the United States, but when this
gover nment sends ambassadors to foreign countries
it does not make ambassadors of all of us, we ar e
still just citizens. When Chr ist chose his apostles
and sent them out as His ambassadors between him
and the wor ld it did not make you and me an
ambassador. We ar e still just citizens in the
Lord's kingdom or chur ch; just Chr istians as
all wer e then except the apostles.
T hose last two gifts have passed away, but the
common gift remains today. T he common gift
r emains because the necessity to repent and be
baptized remains.
Just as long as people ar e bor n and come to the
age of accountability, they will need to hear the
gospel, believe it, r epent of their sins, confess
Chr ist as the Son of God and be baptized into his
name for remission of their sins, at which time they
will r eceive the common gift of the Holy Spir it,
the only spir itual gift received today by any one,
any wher e, at any time.
T he Holy Spirit was the last agent God sent
into this wor ld, and Jesus while yet with his
apostl es said to them: When he the Spir it of
t r uth is come he will teach you all things and
br ing to your minds all things whatsoever I have
taught you. He will dar e not speak of himself, but
speak only what he hear s.
(John 14:26 &
16:13,14.)
We may safely say that the entire New
T estament is the gift of the Holy Spir it, for the
Holy Spir it dir ected the wr iting of ever y word in
it. I f we will study the New T estament, and obey
its t eachings, the gift of the Holy Spir it will
not only guide and dir ect us throughout this life,
but will pr epar e us for that beautiful home in
heaven after awhile.
I f we will keep these things in mind, we will
never become confused over Spir itual gifts, nor
the oper ation of the Holy Spir it.

coffers of the colleges, Wicked hearts have
designingly handled the word of God deceitfully,
preaching things which they ought not for filthy
lucres sake." Following is the article as it
appear ed:

NASHVILLE JUDGE PLACES ORPHANS
Brother H. E. Winkler sends us the following from
the Nashville Banner in Nashville, T enn. with the
obser vation, "Yet these br ethren are willing to
divide the churches to get their covetous hands into
the treasur ies of the chur ches to finally fatten the

KOINONIA, "FELLOWSHIP"

BUSY DAY IN COURT
CHILDREN BEGIN NEW, HAPPY LIFE

by Don Stringer

T he couple, a child at their side, stood befor e
Cir cuit Judge Benson T r imble.
Judge T r emble examined the couple from the
height of his bench in Cir cuit Court. He looked
at the papers before him. Satisfied, he turned to the
couple's attorney, standing with them. "Dr aw your
decree," he instructed. T he scene was repeated 40
times today in Circuit Court, and 40 Davidson
County childr en had found permanent homes.
T he number adopted was the highest in any
r ecent month, according to Cir cuit Clerk Alf
Rutherford.
T hey r anged from orphans to those left adr ift
by sinking mar r iages.
T heir age: sever al months to about 12 year s.
Youths up to the age of 21 may be adopted.
T he final adoption decr ee issued today will
become effective after the child has lived with
his new par ents for one year .
T he childr en were obtained through local
agencies. T he couples seeking adoption of
childr en ar e investigated to determine their ability
to provide a suitable home,
according to
Rutherford.
"Helping qualified couples become the legal
parents of these childr en is the most pleasant part
of my work," said Rutherford. "We have many
factors at work which tend to separ ate people—
Adoption of a child dr aws them together . "
Rutherford said applications for the adoption
of children far exceeds the number of childr en
available. "I just don't think there is any need for
orphanages today . . . ther e ar e too many demands
for childr en."
Final decr ee hear ings ar e held once each month
in Judge T r emble's court. An initial hear ing is
held several months befor e the final decr ee is
applied, giving the judge opportunity to study
each case in detail.
I n most of the cases today, the hear ings
climaxed a long but hopeful per iod of waiting by
the parents. Hope became realization.

T HE E T YMOLOGY OF KOINONIA
Koinonia and its cognates (the adjective koinos, "common,"
the ver b koinoneo, "I participate in," "I shar e in") ar e
derived, appar ently, fr om the Gr eek pr eposition sun
(sometimes spelled xun), which basically means "with."
In fact, the
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adjective koinos, "common," is a later synonym of xunos.
Aeschylus uses xunos in the sense of "common": "Methinks
it is our common (xuna) cause I urge. For a State that
pr osper s pays honour s to its gods." (Th. 75) It is obser ved,
ther efore, that koinonia and its cognates stem fr om the idea
"with" ( other s) in contradistinction to "that which belongs
to oneself." This latter idea is denoted by the Gr eek adjective
idios, "one's own." Hence, koinonia and its cognates ar e
opposite in meaning to idios.
KOINONIA IN CLASSICAL GREEK
In classical Gr eek liter atur e koinonia has at least the
following
denotations:
"communion,"
"association,"
"partner ship"; "co- education"; "human society"; "the
marriage r elation"; "sexual inter cour se." The author has
not discover ed in classical writings any instance of koinonia
in the sense, "charitable contribution." This denotation is
actually an outgr owth of an advance in meaning, which was
"charitable disposition." The idea, "charitable disposition,"
occur s in classical literatur e as the opposite of pleonexia,
which denotes a gr asping spirit that seeks to satisfy self.
When koinonia is first encounter ed in classical Gr eek it
denotes "communion," "association," "partner ship." See, for
example, this quotation fr om Plato: "T o begin with, in their
business dealings in any joint undertaking of the two you
will never find that the just man has the advantage over the
unjust at the dissolution of the partner ship (koinonias) but
that he always has the wor st of it." (Republic 343D)
Plato uses koinonia to denote "co-education" in the
following passage: "You accept, then, as we have described it,
this partner ship (koinonian) of the women with our men in
the matter of education." (Republic 466C)
A somewhat mor e r estricted denotation of koinonia in the
sense of "human society" occur s in Aristotle: "It is therefore
evident that, while all partner ships aim at some good, the
partner ship that is the most supr eme of all and includes all
the other s does so most of all, and aims at the most supr eme
of all goods; and this is the partner ship (koinonia) entitled
the state, the political association." (Politics 1252a7)
Aristotle uses koinonia to denote the marriage r elation. In
speaking of how the lawgiver should give attention to the
union of the sexes he says this: "In legislating for this
partner ship (koinonian) he must pay r egar d partly to the
per sons themselves and to their span of life." (Politics
1334b33)
Koinonia is even used in classical liter atur e to denote
"sexual inter cour se." In the writings of E uripides, Cadmus
says to Agave, "Thou bar est — in thine halls, to thy lord —
whom?" T o him Agave replies, Pentheus — born of my union
(koinonia) with his sire." (Bacchanals 1276)

DEBATE IN JACKSONVILLE
Paul Brock will engage D. E llis Walker of
Gainesville, Florida in a religious discussion August
20, 1962 through August 25, 1962, 7:30 P.M. each
evening.
T he proposition is: "T he L ake Shore
congr egation meeting at 2121 Blanding Boulevard
is scr iptural in its pr actice and teaching ( o r
doctrine) and is loyal to Chr ist."
Brother Walker will be in the negative. T he
discussions will be conducted in the Lake Shore
building in Jacksonville. For any who desir e to
attend from out of town, there will be some rooms
available for sleeping quarter s in homes of
members there. Wr ite in advance to Paul Brock,
2121 Blanding Blvd,. Jacksonville 10, Fla.

A study
their
support.
in the development of Be- nevolence societies and

VOICES IN THE WILDERNESS
by James R. Cope
Have chur ches of Christ always sup
ported or phan homes?
When did the opposition begin?
Is it really true that per sons now living
r emember the origin of the first or phan
home supported by churches of Christ.
You should read this booklet. It is
completely documented and dr aws f r om sour ces
dating to the beginning of the r estoration period.
Price $ .75 per copy

BENEVOLENT SOCIETIES
W. Curtis Porter
A thirty-six page booklet containing one of the last
sermons pr eached by Br o. Porter. He clearly shows
that Benevolent Societies do exist in fact. Practically
ever y ar gument made in favor of chur ch support of
the Benevolent Societies is exposed in the inimitable
Porter style. 13 charts included.
E ach $.30
Dozen $3.00
Hundr ed $20.00

BENEVOLENCE AND THE CHURCH
Harris J. Dark
In this sermon Br other Dark takes up each scripture
that r elates to the local chur ch and its benevolent
wor k, and discusses it thoroughly.
E ach $.15

Dozen $1.50

Hundr ed $10.00

WHAT IS THE HERALD OF TRUTH?
A. C. Grider
Br other Grider demonstrates in this sermon beyond
successful denial that the Her ald of T r uth is not simply
"the local chur ch at wor k," but is in fact a human
or ganization within the elder ship of the 5th & Highland
chur ch in Abilene, T exas.
E ach $.15
Dozen $1.25
Hundr ed $7.50
ORDER FROM PHILLIPS
PUBLICATIONS
P. O. Box 17244
Tampa 12, Florida

"Having ther efore these promises, dear ly
beloved, let us cleanse our selves, from all
filthiness of the flesh and spir it, per f ecting
holiness in the fear of God."
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H. F. SHARP, Conway, Arkansas ----------------

JUDGES
T he book of Judges is an interesting book and
probably can harmonize with the scr iptur es and
the Keynote, Chr ist, as the book of Anarchy. T he
word Anar chy means without proper attitude
toward ruler s or against proper ruler s. In this book
such attitude is evidenced. T here were those who
finally decided they did not want a judge as God
had appointed and demanded a King, which God
allowed, even though he did not approve. Our
Father will allow us to do things, which ar e
contrar y to Him, and then punish us for our
mistakes and desir es other than he wishes. We can
br iefly state that after the last Judge the people
enter ed into a state of apostasy and rebellion. Some,
the Premillennialist, still believe Chr ist will come
to this earth and rebuild the old — Kingdom of
Israel, which was born in rebellion, and rule in a
kingdom in r ebellion to His Father . S u r ely this
is an absur d doctr ine.
During this time of Isr ael's history they wer e
without a chief ruler. God was ruling in the Judge
but they did not like this. T hey prosper ed for a
while under the king, but later went into servitude
and then into captivity, some lost their identity and
never again ser ved God as he desir ed, and those
who came from the captivity were few in number.
We should know from Rom. 15:4 that, today, as
the chur ch of our Lord is swept into digr ession
and apostasy, many will lose their identit y and
never come back to the truth. Many will be
plunged headlong into final apostasy and their
names will be taken from the Book of L ife and
even chur ches will have the candlestick r emoved.
Note some of the Judges wer e good and some
wer e bad. Some should never have had the rule,
namely, Abimelech, who was a bastard and a
tyr ant. He had vain and light men to follow him.
T he fable of the trees seeking a ruler is a true
attitude of the people of that day seeking a ruler.
When men seek to leave God out of their work
they get the most evil and self seeking men to rule
over them.
In the beginning of the possession of Canaan the
I sraelites wer e told to dr ive out the people of that
land but they did not. What follows, and how later
their enemies per verted the lives of the Jews and
worship of God's people, only reminds us of how
dangerous it is not to follow Him who knows
by His Wisdom what we need mor e than we know
to ask.
I n conclusion a list of the Judges and a note
about them will suffice. Othniel mar r ied the
daughter of Caleb and ver y little is known of him.
E hud was a murder er. Shamgar slew 600
Philistines with an oxgoad. Deborah was a good
judge, prophetess and a general. Gideon was a good
judge

and gave deliverance to Israel with 300 men
chosen out of 32,000. Abimelech was a bad judge,
a bastard and a tyrant. Tola, Jair are two judges of
whom little is known. Jephthah is known as the
rash vow judge. L ittle is known of Ibzan and E lon.
Samson was well known and his great trouble was
his confidence in Delilah. He was strong
physically, but weak in controlling his fleshly
desir es. Samuel, who has no r ecord in the judges
as well as E li, will be discussed in later ar ticles.

SALVATION — CONFESSION
No. 6
Thomas G. O'Neal, Jasper, Ala.

After the alien sinner has heard the gospel,
believed it, tur ned from or repented of his sins,
the next thing required of him by God is that he
confess his faith in Chr ist as the Son of God. He has
believed the gospel — believed that Jesus is the Son
of God — and is now called upon to confess that
conviction of heart.
This confession is the one Peter made in Matthew,
chapter 16. Peter said, "T hou art the Chr ist, the
Son of the living God." T he sinner must confess
that he believes that Jesus to be God's Son.
The confession is to be made before men.
"Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men,
him will I confess also befor e my Father which is
in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before
men, him will I also deny befor e my Father
which is in heaven." (Mt. 10:32-33).
This confession is made ver bally. Of cour se,
God does not r equir e the impossible with man.
An individual who is dumb could express his faith
in Chr ist as God's Son by placing his finger on
the passage of Scr iptur e wher e the eunuch said
he believed Chr ist to be the Son of God. "For
with the heart man believeth unto r ighteousness;
and with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation." (Rom. 10:10).
Many have made a confession, but not the one
required of God. Some have confessed, "I believe
that God for Chr ist's sake hath pardoned my sins."
However, no Scr ipture gives this as the confession
to be made or records wher e it was made. Upon
coming to a certain water the Ethiopian eunuch
requested baptism at the hands of Philip, and
inquired what would hinder him from being
baptized. Philip responded by saying, "If thou
believest with all thine heart, thou mayest." To
which the eunuch promptly said, "I believe that
Jesus Chr ist is the Son of God." I f you, dear
r eader, have confessed something else, you have
made the wrong confession!
T his confession is r eaffirmed daily when the
child of God conducts himself as becometh the
gospel of Chr ist. (I Tim. 6:12; Phil. 1:27).
Some have thought that since the only confession
that is specifically stated in the "Book of
Conversions." — Acts — is a confession that was
made at the edge of the water, ther efore, in order
for confession to be Scriptural one must take his
confession "at the water." However, the example of
confessing Chr ist as God's Son at the water is
not an example r equir ing the same action of us
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today. L et this wr iter stop long enough to state
that one's confession is scr iptural if made at the
r at er, but it does not have to be made at the
water in or d er to be Scr iptural! Wher e a man
may be geographically does not determine the
Scripturalness of his confession. T he r eason that
the eunuch made his -confession at the water is
plain from a close r eading of Acts 8. Philip
pr eached to him as they tr aveled along the road.
As Chr ist was preached, the necessity of baptism
was also preached, and baptism was requested.
Where were they at this time? T he divine r ecord
shows they wer e at the water, thus ther e the
confession was made. Not only wer e they at the
water, but they also were still in the char iot, v. 38.
T he place where the confession was made is
incidental and ir r elevant, thus wher e the
confession is made is not mater ial! It is always
necessar y to separ ate incidental cir cumstances
from divine law in doing the will of God!

James P. Miller

CURSED CHILDREN
I n answer to the question, "I s it possible for a
child of God to fall from gr ace?" the second
chapt er o f second Peter t r aces the pr o cess. By
this I mean it follows step by step the course of
such apostasy. L et us look at the chapter and call
attention to the following ver ses.
1. THESE CHRISTIANS WE RE BOUGHT BY
T HE LORD.
Vs. 1 "But ther e were false prophets also among
the people, even as ther e shall be false teacher s
among you, who shall pr ivily br ing in damnable
her esies, even denying the Lord that bought them,
and bring upon themselves swift destruction."
T her e can be no mistake in the teaching of this
great verse. False teacher s would ar ise among the
brethren who had been purchased by the blood of
Chr ist. T hey would go so far in the teaching of
their her esies that they would even deny the ver y
Lord that bought them. What a lesson we have
her e for the modernist who denies that Jesus is
the Son of God. If Chr ist was not bor n of a virgin
and was the ver y embodiment of God the Father
then he was an impostor. Submitting to Jewish
pr essur e some of these Chr istians denied that he
was the Savior.
2. T HE Y HAD E S CAPED T HE POL L UT I ON OF
T HE WORLD
Vs 20 "For after they have escaped the
pollutions of the wor ld through the knowledge of
the Lord and S avior Jesus Chr ist, they ar e again
entangled ther ein, and over come, the latter end is

wor se with them than the beginning."
Her e Peter is saying they had been sanctified
or set apart in the ser vice of the Lord. Paul would
say, they have been tr anslated out of the kingdom
of darkness into the kingdom of Chr ist. To escape
the pollutions of the wor ld means they had been
baptized for the r emission of sins or to wash their
sins away. T hey had been washed in the blood of
the L amb. Now he points out that if they ar e
entangled again, the latter end is wor se than the
beginning. I f a child of God can- not fall from
gr ace how would it be possible for the inspir ed
apostle to say that the latter end is wor se?
3. THEY WENT ASTRAY
Vs. 15 "Which have for saken the r i g h t way
and ar e gone ast r ay, following the way of
Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of
unr ighteousness."
T he motive for this apostasy is her e given in
plain words. T hey denied the Lord for money.
Just as old Balaam loved the rewards promised by
Balak and sold his soul for the love of such wages
these br ethren loving what Peter calls the wages
of unrighteousness followed in his steps. To
contend that a Chr istian can- not let gr eed fill
his heart and cause him to tur n his back on the
Lord is to deny the plain teaching of this passage.
4. THEY BECAME CURSED CHILDREN
Vs. 14 "Having eyes full of adulter y, and that
cannot cease from sin, beguiling unstable souls:
an heart they have exer cised with covetous
pr actices; cur sed childr en."
Not only did they fall from the gr ace of God
but they were completely overcome with sin. T hey
lived to engage in its pr actice. T hey took
advant age of their position to live to the ver y
full a life of the flesh and the lust ther eof. T o
argue that these were saved would be to deny
ever y page of the New T estament.
5. WE RE L OST
Vs. 13 "And shall receive the reward of
unr ighteousness, as they that count it pleasur e to
r iot in the day time."
Just think of the final destiny of these childr en
who have turned their back upon God and his Son.
T hey shall receive the reward of unrighteousness.
Since the unr ighteous cannot enter into the
kingdom of heaven ther e will be no other place
for them but in hell. T hey will shar e the same
f ate as those who have no desir e to do right at
all. T hose who par ade their sins in the day time
and glory in them. T he same r eward as those who
by their utter disr egard for God and his law
actually defy ever y moral commandment and take
pleasur e in showing how wicked they can be.
6. BRING UPON THEMS E L VES SWI F T
DESTRUCTION
Vs. 1 "But there wer e false prophets among the
people, even as there shall be false teachers among
you who pr ivily shall bring in damnable heresies,
even denying the Lord that bought them, and br ing
upon themselves swift destruction."
T he swift destruction here spoken of needs no
comment from this wr iter. God will not and cannot
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toler ate sin. He drove man from the garden of
E den when he sinned. Ananias and Sapphir a paid
the full pr ice for their sins in the chur ch in
Jer usalem and thus it must always be with God.
For men to teach that these Chr istians could bring
upon themselves swift destruction and still be
saved would make mocker y of the word of God.
THE TRUE PROVERB

At the close of the chapter of 22 verses devoted
entirely to the fall of these Chr istians, P et er
calls attention to the true prover b. It is an ugly
picture for it deals with an ugly subject, that of
sin. Many today do not like to think about it or
hear it preached. T he wr iter r emember s as a lad
dr iving a group of ladies to hear a well known
pr eacher preach. He took this for his text and on
the way home he r emember s the expr essions of
distaste for the subject and the prover b. Sin is
never p r etty and God makes no attempt to make
it appear so. It is the Devil who puts sin in a
becoming dress. Peter states in ver se 22, "But it
happened to them according to the true proverb, the
dog is tur ned to his own vomit again; and the sow
that was washed to her wallowing in the mire."
I n the next issue "Counting the Blood Unholy".
INDEX TO VOLUME 1

To those who have obtained a copy of the
bound volume of Searching T he Scr iptur es,
Jimmy T uten, Jr. has prepared an index which
will be sent to anyone r equesting it. Wr ite
to him at 912 NW 19th ST ., Ft. Lauderdale,
Fla. Send a self-addressed stamped business
envelope.

"UNWARRANTED OPINIONS, THINGS LAWFUL,
THINGS COMMANDED" — A REVIEW (No. 2)

On page five of brother D. E llis Walker 's tract
in the first paragraph in the section entitled
"Obeying Specific Commands" he teaches that
ther e is less room for using human judgment in
obeying specific commands than in obeying gener ic
commands. From the context and his
illust r ations it is evident that he means ther e is
room for some human judgment in obeying specific
commands. In other words, the difference between
obeying specific and gener ic commands, as far as
human judgment is concerned, is only a matter of
degree. T he former is more limited than the latter,
nevertheless, according to brother Walker, human
judgment is

used in both. T his is false! Such r eveals a ver y
gr ievous error on his part. In fact, it accounts for
much of his confusion and error. When God Almighty
commands a thing specifically, it eliminates all
human judgment in that matter. Warranted human
judgment is found only in the realm of the generic,
A careful examination of brother Walker's own
illustrations confirms this. I now consider them in
the order in which they appear in his t r act.
I n giving Noah the command to build an ark
(Gen. 6:14) God specified some things and ther eby
eliminated all human judgment in the things
specified, e.g., the kind of wood, the window, the
door and where to put it, the pitch within and
without, the length, breadth, and height of the ar k.
Concer ning the number of pieces of wood, their
size and shape, and how far apart from each other
they were to be placed, God made no specifications
but rather left such in the gener ic. For that reason
Noah's human judgment was warranted in those
matter s. Noah's judgment in those matters was
used in the r ealm of the generic and not in the
realm of the specific— brother Walker to the
contrar y notwithstanding.
In giving Moses a pattern for building the
tabernacle (Ex. 25, 26, 27), God specified some
things, and other matters he left in the gener ic. All of
the human judgment exer cised by Moses in
building the tabernacle was in the realm of the
generic. E ven then, all of his human judgment
was within the scope of that author ized; it was
lawful (1 Cor. 6:12), hence, according to the
patter n. All of brother Walker's implications that
human judgment (even in a small degree) is
warranted in obeying specific commands are false
implications. Human judgment is war r anted only
in the r ealm of the generic.
Next, brother Walker warns against the use of
unwar r anted human judgment in dealing with
specific commands. He gives as examples of such
judgment Moses and Aaron (Num. 20), Uzzah (2
Sam. 6:6- 9; 1 Chron. 15:1- 15), and Nadab and
Abihu (Lev. 10:1-2). What brother Walker should
lear n is that all human judgment in obeying a
specific command is unwarranted! All of the
characters mentioned above suffered because they
used human judgment in dealing with a specific
command. Brother Walker would have us believe
that there is both warranted and unwarranted human
judgment in dealing with a specific command, and
that we should be careful to use only the former.
However, brother Walker does not tell us how to
distinguish between the two. I n other words, he
does not tell us how to determine which is
war r anted and which is unwar r anted. He does
not because he cannot. T here is no such distinction
in dealing with specific commands! He assumes a
point of distinction that does not exist, and would
have us settle the issue of difference between the
two on any matter that arises by his ipse dixit. My,
what a teacher! He needs to go to school on these
matters himself.
In the obser vance of the Lord's supper brother
Walker rightly affirms that some things have been
specified. However, all of the human judgment
which he seeks to justify in relation to observing
the Lord's supper has to do with matters generically
(Please T ur n to Page 12)
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". . . T HE Y REHEARSED ALL THAT GOD HAD DONE WITH THEM . . ."— Act s 14:27
C. G. CALDWELL, SR. PASSES

On last May 25 brother Charles G. Caldwell, Sr.
suffer ed a "sinus ar r est" of his heart and died
instantly. His sudden passing was a shock to his
many fr iends throughout the countr y. Funer al
services were conducted in Manchester and
Chattanooga, T ennessee by brother Bob Cr awley
and brother Harry Pickup, Sr. Our heartfelt
sympathy goes to sister Caldwell and ever y
member of the family. Brother Caldwell was a great
source of encour agement to the wr iter while in a
meeting near Manchester last fall. I enjoyed a
long visit in the home of brother and sister
Caldwell at that time. Brother Caldwell was a
sound gospel pr eacher who ser ved the Lord
faithfully throughout his life. His son, Char les G.
Jr. is the faithful pr eacher in Columbus, Georgia.
Sister Caldwell and daughter, Ruth, will continue to
reside at 1310 MacArthur Drive, Manchester,
T ennessee — H.E .P.

Br unswick ar ea, please send their names and addr esses to
Bill E chols, 169 Main Street, E ast Or ange, N. J.
Walter N. Henderson will move to Clermont, Florida about
September 1 to begin wor k with the chur ch ther e. He is
leaving the 7th Avenue chur ch in Meridian, Miss, wher e
he has done a fine wor k . . . Bill Shelton was in a meeting
at L yle, T enn. July 23- 30 . . . Eugene Britnell of Little
Rock, Ar k. will be the speaker in a gospel meeting at
Palmetto, Fla. August 20-29 . . . Gr over Stevens of
L ouisville, Ky. pr eached in a ser i es of meetings at the
Ar m or y at Bardstown, Ky., July 23- 29 . . . Roy E .
Cogdill closed a meeting at Danville, Ky., July 29 . . .
Ronald Mosby closed a meeting in Hodgensville, Ky.
August 3. Ser vices wer e held in the Women's Club Building
with a view to establishing a congr egation ther e.
Rober t J. L aCoste of the T emple T er r ace chur ch in
T ampa, Fla. was in a gospel meeting at Big Clifty,
Kentucky, June 24 - July 1. Four were baptized into
Christ.

NEW CONGREGATION
July 11, 1962

Yater T ant of Ft. Smith, Ar k. was in a meeting at Snapfinger Road chur ch in Decatur, Ga., July 1- 8 . . . Br ooks
C. Webb was in a meeting at West Main Str eet in Woodbur y, T enn., June 24- July 1 . . . Delton Porter was in a
meeting at South Hall chur ch in Franklin, T enn., June 17-24
. . . E ugene Cr awley was in an open-air meeting at Poplins
Cr oss Roads near Unionville, T enn.
Sever al pr eacher s in the T ampa ar ea spoke in a meeting
at 32nd Ave. chur ch (color ed) July 16- 29 . . . T . T. Carney
will move fr om Jackson Heights in Columbia, T enn. to wor k
with the E lm St. chur ch in St. Charles, Mo. about August
1 . . . Fer r ell Jenkins of Spring & Blaine chur ch in St.
L ouis, Mo. will be in a meeting at Dunmor, Ky. July 25-30
and T r uman, Ar k. August 6-12.
L eslie E . Sloan of Palmetto, Fla. has accepted the wor k
at Jasper, Ga. He will begin wor k ther e in August. He
is being supported by the North Miami Avenue chur ch in
Miami, Fla. Br other Sloan is a faithful and sound pr eacher
of the gospel and will do good wherever he goes . . . Bobby
Thompson of the North Miami Avenue chur ch closed a
good meeting at the Belmont Heights chur ch in Tampa,
Fla., Baxter E vans is the faithful preacher with this
chur ch . . . Bobby Thompson was in a meeting at Jesup, Ga.,
July 22- 29; at Asheville, N. C. (Haywood Road) in August
1- 8; and will be at Mor ehead Cit y, N. C. in August 12- 19.
Curtis E . Flatt of Florence, Ala. was with C. L. Overturf,
Sr. in a g ospel meeting at Nebr aska Avenue chur ch in
T ampa, Fla., July 8- 15 . . . Hugh Davis of L ake Wales,
Fla. was in a meeting at T emple Cr est, June 24- July 1.
Rhymer Knight is the pr eacher at T emple Cr est . . .
Walter N. Hender son of Meridian, Miss, was in a meeting
at Yor k, Ala. beginning July 8. Her schel Davis is the
pr eacher at Yor k.
Connie W. Adams, Orlando, Florida — I have been in
meetings, this year at Pine Hills in Orlando, Owen Sound,
Ontario, Canada and New Haven, near L exington,
T ennessee. August 1- 17 I will hold an open air meeting
near Nauvoo in Walker County, Alabama, and will be at
Mc- Arthur Heights in Jasper, Alabama August 19-26.
October 7- 14 I will be at San Matee in Palatka, Florida.
We ar e o f f t o a good start in a pleasant wor k with the
Pine Hills congr egation. Visit with us when in the city
beautiful.
Bill Echols, E ast Or ange, New Jer sey — The chur ch in
New Br unswick, New Jer sey is now meeting in the
elementar y school in River Road in Piscataway T ownship.
If you know of member s or inter ested per sons in the
New

TO BRETHREN IN THE LORD
WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

For some time the under signed and other s have
f elt that a congr egation of the Lord's people in
the Cross Bayou area of Pinellas County will serve
the cause of Chr ist effectively. Brethren who have
been meeting with at least four different chur ches,
and all of them in good standing with these
congr egations, will begin meeting as Cross Bayou
Chur ch this next Lord's day, July 15. Temporarily
all meetings will be held in the Skyview E lementary
School Building, 8601 60th Street, North. Notice,
please, the ear ly morning Lord's day meetings.
Schedule of services is as follows:
Sunday:
8:45 a.m. — Preaching and Worship
10:00 a.m. — Bible study 7:30 p.m. —
Preaching
T hur sday: 7:30 a.m. — Bible study
On the evening of this same day, July 15, and
in this same location, this congr egation will
support a ser ies of gospel meetings with
pr eaching nightly at 7:30. L essons will be
pr esented each evening for at least one week. We
have invited br other James R. Cope to do the
pr eaching.
We are not asking any congregation for financial
support. We will appr eciate the pr ayer s and good
will of all Chr istians, however, and hope that all
who can attend will be present for this ser ies of
meetings next week.
Your s in the Lord, /s/ W.
R. (Bill) Adams Har r y
W. Mar low Ray V.
Gillette Ray Bumbalough
Harry C. Downing Jack R.
Siegle John Mclntosh
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Tompkinsville, Kentucky

author ized and not with things specified. I
challenge him to show an exception! Hence, we see
again that warranted human judgment is found
only in the r ealm of the gener ic.
T he crowning effort of brother Walker, from
the viewpoint of tr ying to establish war r anted
human judgment in obeying specific commands, is
found in the last paragr aph of the section entitled
"Obeying Specific Commands". T he only things
crowned, however, in his own ignor ance and
abortive effort in the matter. He begins with a
consider ation of the kind of music used in
wor ship. He r ightly shows that Chr ist has
specifically authorized vocal music and cites the
following passages: Matt. 26:30; Acts 16:25; Rom.
15:9; I Cor. 14:15; Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16; Heb.
2:12; 13:15; James 5:13. With this point we ar e in
agr eement. We are still in agreement with his
emphasis by way of a question as to whether any
command can be more specific. However, when he
affirms that there is war r ant here for human
judgment otherwise we should throw away our song
books, we disagree vehemently! Whether we sing
from memor y or from song books has nothing on
earth to do with the kind of music used. T he kind of
music has been specified. From what we sing
(memory or song books) has not been specified. It
has been gener ic-ally author ized by necessar y
infer ence. If one sings at all, he will sing from
memor y or from a song book. Human judgment
that determines from what we sing is war r anted
because it is in the r ealm of the gener ic— not the
specific. It has nothing at all to do with obeying a
specific command. "Sing" is a specific command
only as it relates to the kind of music. It is generic
as it relates to from what we sing. It is generic as
it r elates to the parts which we sing, e.g., soprano,
alto, tenor, or bass. Whether or not the command to
sing is specific or gener ic depends upon that to
which it relates. Furthermore, where or by whom,
the song books are printed has nothing on earth to
do with the kind of music that has been specifically
commanded. So again, we see that human
judgment is war r anted only in the r ealm of the
gener ic.
T he denominational wor ld has long since r elied
too heavily upon human judgment in their efforts
to car r y out the will of God. Now, brother Walker
and those with him ar e doing the same thing.
T he author ity for their innovations is human
judgment. So, brother Walker wr ites a tract
t r ying to justify it — even in obeying specific
commands. T his, as we have shown, is a perversion
of truth. Yet, desperate men will do desper ate
things. He desperately needs divine author ity for his
brother hood projects. I ndeed, he is desper ate!
Our next article will deal with his use of Gal.
2:10, other per ver sions, and his courageous ( ?)
fight with a straw man.

Rodney Miller

"Now I beseech you, brethren, through the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same
thing, and that ther e be no divisions among you,
but that ye be perfected together in the same mind
and in the same judgment." ( I Cor. 1:10).
But there comes a time when the truth MUST be
preached. And when the church is not of the same
mind this cannot be done; either the pure word of
Chr ist must be compromised or a fine line of r ight
and wrong must be dr awn. So her e in Tomkinsville, Kentucky, the line of truth was dr awn and
a new work was started. It is surprising what a
hand full of people who love the Lord can do;
withstanding r idicule, hardships and no tr easur y
on March 25, 1962, 77 members met together in a
basement to form what is now called the GRANDVI E W CHURCH OF CHRIST. From the bottom
of their pockets they gave $345.00 to start the new
work. From basement to school house the brethren
wor shipped with cold feet, but with warm and
sincer e hearts.
With an average collection of $185.00 to $200.00
a week a building program began, and the first
copy of the GRANDVIEW MESSENGE R began to
spread its small light like a candle throughout the
night with its ever bur ning r ays of truth. With
able men in the leadership, the church grew and so
did plans for the building. T he ground work was
layed for this church as it was in the time of the
Apostles. T he soundness of the word preached here
is equaled only by the foundation on which the
church was built. It is a shame that the church
ever ywher e doesn't have able men who ar e not
afraid to stand up for the Gospel and let the tr uth
be preached. With the help of the minister, Ross
Spear s, one of the soundest preacher s that this
part of Kentucky has to offer, the church has been
established on the straight and narrow road.
Yes, division in the chur ch is bad, but when it
comes to the question of r ight or wrong, the
questions must be asked and the r ight answer s
found and if they ar e not found, souls will suffer.
T he Lord died and gave his blood and started his
church with his commands and if these ar e not
followed the ones who stand for the r ight have a
duty to do.
— New Tract —
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