SEARCHING the SCRIPTURES

Search the Scriptures; for 1 them ye
think ye have eternal life: and they are
they which testify of me” — John 539

>
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P “These were more noble than those in
Thessalonica, in that they received the
word with all readiness of mind, and
searched the scriptures daily, whether
those things were so” — Acts 17:11.
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AM | THEREFORE
BECOME YOUR ENEMY?
H. E. Phillips

When the apostle Paul wrote by the Spirit the
epistle to the churches in Galatia, he asked: "Am |
therefore become your enemy, because | tell you the
truth?" (Gal. 4:16). Some very strong things were
said by Paul — their removal to "another gospel"
and their false teachers were directly spoken of by
the apostle, yet Paul assured them that it was in no
sense a personal pleasure to have to shame them.
Now, was he to be looked upon by them as an enemy
just because he told them the truth about their
departure from the faith?

It is an act of kindness, an expression of love, a
sign of sincerity, to tell another the truth, even
when it "hurts" the one to whom the truth is told.
Gospel truth, more than any other, tends to make
enemies of those who tell it to erring and sinful
men. This is an experience that many of us have
known who preach the gospel of Christ. There are
many former friends who now consider us enemies
for no reason other than that we told them the truth
of God's word.

There are possibly three different things about
telling the truth to sinful men that make the hearers
consider the bearers of truth as enemies: (1) It
hurts personal pride and ambition of most people.
They consider it a personal attack rather than an
attempt to help them. (2) It requires more sacrifice
than the individual is willing to make to repent and
correct the error. It sometimes demands a complete
denunciation of the very things or persons that
caused the sin to begin with. (3) Truth is usually
considered to be what one believes rather than what
God says. To say that we tell someone the truth
about a certain matter is not usually convincing to
him because he denies that we are telling him the
truth. His view of the matter is that truth is what
he already believes, and error is what we are trying
to get him to accept. Truth, of course, is determined
by what God says and not by speculations and
opinions.

I have known men and women in years past who
were considered the closest of friends, but who now
stand so far apart as not to even speak to each
other. This parting of the way did not result from
an evil act by one toward the other. It came about
because one told the other the truth touching spir-
itual things, especially regarding some of the cur-

rent problems involving the church. One of the most
regrettable things to me is that some who now con-
sider me their enemy were once my best friends and
closest brethren in the Lord's work. They en-
couraged me in the preaching of the very things
that now make me their enemy. This is by no
means an unusual experience to me; thousands of
brethren know exactly what | speak of in this
matter.

Let us note two or three things about this passage
in Galatians 4:16. First, Paul did not ask, "Have
you become my enemy because | tell you the truth?"
It was not from Paul's point of view that this aliena-
tion between himself and the brethren in Galatia
existed. The one who preaches the truth is doing so
for the purpose of helping the one in error. Paul
did not write to these brethren because he did not
love them, but because he did love them and wanted
them to be blessed by the truth.

I have been accused of writing or speaking be-
cause | did not love certain ones. If it were true that
I did not have any love for them, it would be far
easier for me to leave them alone and not even waste
the energy on them. If | knew of a step that was
missing in a dark stairway, and one whom | did not
love was approaching that stairway, how could |
better express my dislike than to tell him nothing
of the missing step and let him fall? On the other
hand, if | saw one whom | loved approach, how
could | better express my love and concern for him
than to stop him and tell him the truth about the
missing step? But he might say to me (if he wanted
to climb the stairway more than he wanted the
truth): "You are my enemy; you do not love me
because you are trying to keep me from doing what
| want to do." This, of course, is childish, but it is
exactly the same in principle as the truth of the
gospel in saving those who are lost.

Second, Paul asked: "Am | BECOME vyour
enemy . .. ?" In plain words, "Have | ceased to be
your friend?" He had become their enemy at some
time and for some reason. The reason stated is:
"because | tell you the truth." The time was
between his teaching the gospel to them at first and
as he now writes to them.

In Galatians 4:13 Paul tells about his first preach-
ing the gospel to them. At this time they had re-
ceived him tenderly. His infirmity in the flesh did
not keep them from receiving him "as an angel of
God, even as Christ Jesus." He also says that at
that time they would have "plucked out" their own
eyes "and have given them to me." This was the
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affection they held for Paul when he first preached
the gospel unto them, but now he asks, "Have |
theretore BECOME your enemy . . . ?" Paul did not
change his preaching. Any other gospel was con-
demned (Gal. 1:6,7). The time between his first
preaching to them and the time of this epistle Paul
writes, "I marvel that ye are so soon removed from
him that called you into the grace of Christ unto
another gospel; which is not another; but there be
some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel
of Christ" (Gal. 1:6,7). Somebody had perverted the
gospel of Christ and the Galatians had been "re-
moved" to another gospel. Paul spoke against this
change to "another gospel” and became their enemy.

But the Galatians may have said, "Oh, we have
not changed. We believe the same old gospel you
preached to us. We have learned more and have
grown under these teachers of Judaism. But you,
Paul, are the one who has changed.” Now what
difference does it make whether one changes or not
if truth is at stake? Paul admitted his "change" in
this very letter, but not a change from what he
preached to them in the beginning. "For ye have
heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews'
religion, how that beyond measure | persecuted the
church of God, and wasted it..." (Gal. 1:13,14).
B ut Paul is showing that he had changed FROM the
very traditions of Judaism that they were now
changing toward. He taught them the gospel truth
after he had learned it. Paul had changed! It is no
point in proof to claim that "I have not changed."
Sometimes to make such a claim is to admit con-
tinuing in error. But the Galatians had " changed"
by turning back again to the "weak and beggarly
elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bond-
age?' (Gal. 4:9).

Paul had BECOME their enemy because he told
them the truth about their change from the true
gospel to "another gospel.”

Third, Paul asks if he has become their enemy
"because | tell you the TRUTH." The "truth" means
different things to different people. Mathematical
truth must be determined by the science of mathe-
matics. Scientific truth must be determined by the
proved experiments and conclusions of science — the
facts of science and not the theories of scientists.
Gospel truth must be determined by the New Testa-
ment of Jesus Christ. Any gospel that does not
come from the New Testament is not the truth.
Infant baptism is not gospel truth because it is not
taught in the New Testament. Keeping the law of
Moses is not the truth which Paul preached because
it is not taught in the New Testament. This is the
heart of the issue between Paul and the churches
of Galatia. False teachers had invaded this area
with the law and their traditions and had "be-
witched" the Galatians not to obey the truth. Paul
exposed these false teachers and teaches the truth.
For this Paul asked if he had become their enemy.

One of two choices is before the person who has
been told the truth. He can accept the truth and
repent of his sins and obey the truth, or. he can
continue in the sin and consider the person who tried
to teach him the truth as his enemy. Our best friend
may be the one who "hurts" by telling us the gospel
truth, but if we consider the truth, our friend will
not become an enemy because he tells us the truth.
"Faithful are the wounds of a friend, but the kisses
of an enemy are deceitful" (Prov. 27:6).
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Another year is gone and a new one is before us.
We begin with this issue our sixth year and the
subscribers have increased each year. We are grate-
ful to all who have been of such great help in cir-
culating this paper in an effort to encourage a more
careful study of God's word. During the past year a
large number of new congregations were started in
many parts of the country. Several faithful gospel
preachers have been sent into new fields with ade-
quate support, and a large number have turned
from the trends toward apostasy.

There are many of you who are now receiving
this journal for the first time. A friend or relative
has subscribed for you for the coming year in the
hopes that you will continue to receive it by renew-
ing when your subscription expires. If you know
someone who might be interested in receiving a
sample copy, please send us their names and
addresses.

* * *

Brother Irven Lee of Jasper, Alabama will begin
aseries of articles on Family Relationships as taught
in the Bible. The first appears in this issue. | am
sure you will enjoy and profit by the study of these
good lessons. Brother Lee is the editor of Sword Of
Peace, a monthly paper published in Decatur, Ala-
bama. He is well known across the country as a
sound and capable preacher of the gospel. He is
exceptionally well qualified to write on the subject
we have asked him to deal with.

Brother William Lewis of St. Petersburg, Florida
will also begin a series of articles on the church.
Brother Lewis is also a very capable preacher, sound
in the faith. We are certain you will enjoy and
profit from these articles.

* * *

If you have not yet sent in your renewal, please
do so at once.



DO SOMETHING NOW!

This religious paper must have your subscriptions to continue to do
the good it has done in the past to encourage a search for eternal truth.
Good intentions will not help, be a friend and co-worker with us by
sending three subscriptions with your own renewal — all four for only
$7.50. Do it now! If every subscriber will do this, we can give you the
best religious journal for 1965 that we have ever produced. We need
your help.

Think how much good you can do with $7.50 for a whole year!
If you are unable to subscribe for any but yourself, send us five names
and addresses of prospective subscribers to whom we may send sample
copies. Every subscriber can do this. Do not delay attending to this matter.
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SPECIAL CLUB OFFERTO JANUARY 31,1965

With every club of four subscriptions you will receive FREE a copy
of Sermon Outlines by A. W. Dicus. This book contains 122 sermon out-
lines used by brother Dicus through the years. His interest in Searching
The Scriptures and its circulation has caused him to gracioudy offer these
fine outlines free with every club of four subscriptions. Get your free
copy today.

X Please send my free copy of Sermon Outlines by A. W. Dicus
with this club of subscriptions.
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AN EXPOSITORY DICTIONARY

OF NEW TESTAMENT WORDS

W. E. Vine

This book is a valuable work to the Bible student. It isa
standard work based upon a firm textual and grammatical
foundation with renderings of the words and phrases of
the New Testament from both Authorized and American
Revised Versions, and against the background of the
original Greek. It is a dictionary, a concordance, and a
commentary in one volume. Price—$11.95

THE NEW TESTAMENT COMMENTARY
by William Hendriksen

THE GOSPEL OF JOHN, 505 pages .......cc.ccceveune $ 6.95
PHILLIPIANS, 218 PAQgES .eooveverreereererieenreeneneeas 5.95
| & Il THESSALONIANS, 214 pages ............... 4.50
| & Il TIMOTHY & TITUS, 404 pages .......ccce..... 6.00
REVELATION — MORE THAN CONQUERORS,

285 PAGES ..ottt 3.50

All five volumes — $25.00

THE BIBLE STUDY TEXTBOOK
SERIES- COMMENTARIES

Used as workbooks and teaching manuals

GOSPEL OF JOHN, VOL. I, by Paul Butler ....... $4.95

ACTS MADE ACTUAL, by Don De Welt ........... 5.95
ROMANS REALIZED, by Don De Welt .............. 495
STUDIESIN | CORINTHIANS,

by T. R. Applebury ........coccevviiiiiiiieeennen, 4.95
GUIDANCE FROM GALATIANS,

by Don Boatman ..........cccoceeevviieeiicieee e, 3.95
EPHESIANS—THE GLORIOUS CHURCH

Wilbur FEdS ..o 3.95
THINKING THROUGH THESSALONIANS

Wilbur FEdS ..., 4.95

PAUL'SLETTERSTO TIMOTHY AND TITUS,

DonDeWElt ....cccovvveeeiiiiiieeeee e, 4.95
HELPS FROM HEBREWS, Don Boatman .............. 5.95
LETTERSFROM PETER, Bruce Oberst .................. 3.95
REVELATION—THE SEER, THE SAVIOUR AND

THE SAVED, John D. SIrQUSS .....ceceeveeivvieeeeeene 5.95

All eleven volumes — $48.00

HARPER CLEARBACK
NEW TESTAMENT

King James Version

A speciaily developed large bold
type in a compact Testament that
slips easily into o man's svit packet.
Page size: 4% " X 63%” X Vu* thick.
Printed in self-pronouncing Clear-
black type on Micropak 100% rag
india paper.

type specimen
b1, 62 David encoura
th spoken in his holi~- 8 So will [ sing
il rejoice, I will divide name for ever, tr

and mete caf the perform my vow
of Sic-cdth.
PSAL)

Gilead is mine, and Ma-pas~

TP61x—Black genuine leather,
MNP e $6.50
TP 65x—-Black genuine leather, half-cir-
cuit, red under gold edges. $7.50
TP 66x—Black genuine leather, half-cir-
cuit, leather-lined to edge, red
under gold ... $8.50
TP 67x—Black hand-grained morocco,
half-circuit, leather-lined to edge,
gold edges .....ccccoevveveereeneenne $10.00

COMMENTARIES

Here is a most attractive set of New Testament commen-
taries restoring the very best that has been offered through
the years. Each book is handsomely and uniformly bound in
simulated leather covers. Welcome addition to every library.

THE FOURFOLD GOSPEL--J. W. McGarvey and P. Y. Pendle-
ton—A harmony of the four Gospels arranged to form a com-
plete chronological life of Christ. Divided into title sections
and subdivisions, with comments interjected in the text. 769
pages. .. $3.75

COMMENTARY ON ACTS J. W.
McGarvey — This outstanding com-
mentary is original in form, broad in
scholarship, and truly conservative. A
"favorite" of teachers, students, and
ministers. 560 pages. $3.75

COMMENTARY ON ROMANS-
Moses E. Lard- With a revised
Greek text, compiled from the best
recent authors, and a new transla-
tion. This scholarly author has set
forth Paul's meaning without regard to
what that meaning favors or dis-
favors. 488 pages. .— $3.75

COMMENTARY ON THESSALONIANS, CORINTHIANS, GA-
LATIANS, AND ROMANS. W. McGarvey and P. Y. Pendle-
ton—A companion volume to "The Fourfold Gospel". A most
practical and helpful exposition. 555 pages. $3.75
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The greatest victories which it is possible for one
to win in this life consists of victories over sdf, and
these are won when we surrender our wills to Christ.
He is the Captain of our salvation and in his army
are no conscript soldiers. He gave himself for our
sins in order that he might redeem to himself a
peculiar people, zealous of good works, and the
people he came to redeem are required to give them-
selves to him as volunteer soldiers for his cause.
He never logt a battle, and won his greatest victory
when his enemies thought he was vanquished. Thus
it will be with all who obey the giospel and keep
themselves unspotted from the world..

_Like their leader, these soldiers will always be
victorious, though the world will not regard their
victories. A demonstration of this is found in the
case of Paul, the close of whose earth-life was grand
and glorious. When called of Christ he held no con-
ference with flesh and blood; when entreated by
brethren with tears not to venture to Jerusalem he
said that he was willing to die for Christ. To the
Philippians he wrote that he counted all things loss
for Christ. When he came to die he said, "I am now
ready to be offered, and the time of my departure
is a hand; |1 have fought a good fight, |1 have fin-
ished r% course, | have kept the taith” (Il Tim.
4:6,7). Then looking forward into the future he said.
"Henceforth there i1s laid up for me a crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge
will give me at that day: and not to me only, but
unto all them also that love his appearing.” )

When Paul thus wrote he was about to close his
eventful life, and his language shows that he had
no regrets conceming the past and no fears concern-
ing the future. This was the most glorious victory
for him; and thus to close our earthly pilgrimage
will be the most glorious victory which it will be
possible for us to secure. | marvel that the majority
of men today are not as concerned with the victory
of faith as they should be. | marvel that so many in
tr:c(-:;c C_P#rch are so unconcerned with the good fight
of faith.

| COMMENTS TO EDITORS_|

"Would you please renew my subscription to
Searching The Scriptures? The articles are of the
very best to help keep our feet on the stralc\;/ht and
narrow way." — Kermit Puckett, Clintwood, Va.

"I have taken the publication, Searching The
Scriptures, for several years, and have yet to find
an issue that | did not enjoy. Y ou have the distinc-
tion of writing, what is in my mind, material which
is not only edifying, but a pleasure to read. | am
%raeful for your efforts." — Wallace H. Little, Mesa,

rizona.

"Enclosed my check for new subscription to
"Searching The Scriptures. | have never taken the
Eaper, but hear much good about your efforts. |

now that | shall enjoy the fine articles." — Dana
Halstead, San Antonio, Texas.
"Keep up this very good work and may the Lord
léless ou in His work." — Ronald A. Glass, Green
Wisc.

ayl continue to enjoy the paper and offer m{ com-
mendanon for your work." — J. R. Snell, Laurel,

IS

~"Here is a list of subscriptions to your fine maga-
zine Searching The Scriptures.” — Mrs. Opal Smith,
Tampa, Ha. o

"Enclosed is my subscription to your good paper.
| think it is wonderful as it stays with God's word
vAwit(hout addition or subtraction.” — Ida Holt, Lynn,

K.

"Keep up the good work."—Ward Hogland, Green
ville, Texas. ) )

"Searchln%The Scriptures is one of the best." —
Robert Welch, Louisville, Ky. _

"l enjoy the paper very much and am in accord
with most of the articles printed in it." — G. A.
Anan, Paducah, Texas. = _

"Thanks again for continuing to send Searching
The Scriptures. We appreciate the good work you
and brother Miller are doing ... In mK opinion, it
is one of the best. Keep up the good work." — Bobby
Witherington, Owensboro, Ky. )

"I appreciate the fine work you are doi n% through
Searching The Scriptures. It is one of the finest
ép%)ersl receive." — Clayton M. Adams, Columbus,

GROUNDS UPON WHICH WE CAN REFUSE
FELLOWSHIP
Jimmy Tuten, Jr., St. Louis, Mo.

(Continued from Last M onth)

Even though it is admitted that we can cease
to recognize people who violate certain principles
(i.e., with reference to the Deity of Christ), It is
said that "withdrawing fellowship" is not in the
Bible, hence "you cannot put one out of fellowship.”
We will frankly confess that the exact expression
is not in the New Testament, but we fail to see how
this play on words helps, for the principle thereof is
clearly taught. There are certain grounds upon
which we can refuse fellowship to certain indi-
viduals. Snce accepting God's revealed standard of
Truth (2 Jno. 9; 2 Pet. 1:3) is the basis for fellow-
ship in the first place, the continuation in the Truth
by means of active participation in the things en
%omed therein constitute the basis for continued
ellowship. How else are we to interpret 2 John 9?
It says, "whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not
in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that
abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the
Father and the Son." This embraces more than
ust the teaching with respect to Christ's Deity.
t includes al that God "hath in these last days
spoken unto us by his Son" (Heb. 1:1-2). All the
Lord taught personally and all that He has revealed
unto His apostles constitutes His doctrine. " Doc-
trine" refers to the teaching of certain individuals
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(1. Tim. 6:3; Col. 3:16; Matt. 7:28; Lk. 4:32?1, in
this instance, that of Christ. The teaching of Christ
is revealed in the New Testament, and beyond the
New Testament there is no Truth or doctrine (Jno.
14:26; 16:13,15). Practices engaged in by "believers
in the Deity of Christ" which are not found in the
New Testament are certainly not within the bounds
of the doctrine of Christ. Snce fellowship with God
and Christ depends upon one's continuing to embrace
the teaching of Christ, those who fail to remain
within its limits have no fellowship with those who
falthful_lfy "walk in the light." The inspired writer
says, "if we say we have fellowship with him, and
walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth; but
if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have
fellowship with another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin" (1 Jno.
1:6-7). While "withdraw fellowship" may be an
expression not found in the New Testament, one
certainly can refuse to fellowship another whom we
know is not walking according to the precepts of
God. Those who do not embrace Truth have no fel-
lowship with Jesus Christ. Under these conditions,
how can we have fellowship with that person ? This
is certainly a matter of " doctrinal error.”

The matter is clearly illustrated in 1 Tim. 4:1-3.
Departing "from the faith" and tumning aside to
"doctrine of devils' involves doctrinal matters. Paul
condemns these people, and he certainly has no fel-
lowship with them. Since what the Apostles bound
on earth is bound in heaven, we must condemn those
who practice those things condemned by the Apostle
Paul. We must have no fellowship with them. There
can be no fellowship in matters that are contrary
to "sound doctrine” (1 Tim. 1:10). In fact, we are
commanded to reject those who hold not to the
doctrine of Christ. Inspiration says, "if there come
any unto you, and bring not this do_ctnne, receive
him not into P/our house, neither bid him God speed"
(2 Jno. 10). If we fellowshipped all who believe in
the Deity of Jesus regardless of affiliations, we
would violate 2 Jno. 10. Our loyalty to Christ and
our refusal to fellowship those who embrace error
is God's wa¥1 for one to be "nourished up in the
words of faith and of good doctrine” (1 Tim. 4.6).
One cannot amalgamate the conflicting doctrines of
the sects and claim Biblical fellowship with them.
Instead, we are to "withdraw" ourselves from those
who walk not after the "tradition (Divine ordinance,
Jt) which he received of us" (2 Thess. 3:6).

CONCLUSON

~ There is no fellowship amid the area of conflict-
mfg doctrines and practices. To encourage fellowship
of the sects is to encourage liberalism, and to rob the
church of its distinctive plea and character. If we
take the position that there are children of God in
all the sects, then we throw the towel into the ri ng
and cease to fight the good fight of faith- It woul
be fruitless to continue to try to convert those of
the denominational world. Such would cause us to
abandon the citadel of faith, and join ranks with
those who seek to bring about a merger of the
sects. Should such take place, Matthew 7:21 would
still stand: "Not everyone that sageth unto me,
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven;
but he that doeth the will of my Father which is
in heaven" (ltalics mine, jt).

36 West Par Ave. I Peter 3:15
Orlando, Florida
B st it vt v = Manaha ] E CPatbon —w—me—ed

ANSWERS

FOR OUR HOPE

Address questions to:

QUESTION —Does| Cor. 14:34, 35 forbid women
to ask questions and make comments in a Bible
class composed of both men and women? Please
explainalso | Tim. 2:11, 12. — K.H.

forbid

ANSWER — Neither of the above _
women to participate in the discussion of a Bible
class composed of both men and women, if they act
in harmony with the fundamental principle govem-
!ngbsuch. An example of this p_nnuﬁle, as set forth
in both references, should clarify the matter.

The context of the Corinthian passage shows that

the order (I Cor. 14:40) of a general assembly in
which the revelation of truth wag made and the
edifying of saints was done under the direct in-
fluence of the Spirit is the primary thing under con-
Sideration. In such assemblies women — even though
they were inspired (Cf. | Cor. 11:5; Acts 21:9) —
were forbidden to participate. Had they done so,
they would have been out of place as women in re-
lation to men because of God's order. The nature of
this meeting and its transactions made it man's
responsibility. Hence, women were to keep silence;
they were not permitted to speak, but were com-
manded to be under obedience (I Cor. 13:34). Fur-
thermore, this was not anything new for Paul
added, "as dso saith the law." The same principle
governing order here is the same principle that gov-
ered order under the law of Moses. Of course, Since
the passing of the age of miracles, we have no such
assemblies today. However, let everyone note that
the principle governing the order under considera-
tion_here applied under the law; it applied in this
particular meeting, and it applies today! Let every-
one learn the fundamental principle involved in this
order and be careful never to violate it.
Notice that Paul said "as also saith the law."
Whatever the fundamental principle is, it may be
found in the law. Paul stated it clearly in our text
when he said, "they are commanded to be under
obedience.” He stated it more clearly perhapsin
the other passage submitted by our querist: "Let
the woman learn In silence with all subjection. But |
suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp
authority over the man, but to be in silence.
For Adam was first formed, then Eve. And Adam
was not deceived, but the woman being deceived
was in the transgression” (I Tim. 2:11-14).

The law makes it clear that by order of creation
the woman is under obedience to man. After the
fall of man the law makes it even more clear:
"... and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he
shall rule over thee" (Gen. 3:16{ Even the fall of
man is accounted for upon the grounds of woman
getting out of her place of subjection to man and
acting with unwarranted independence. Thus, God's
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order for woman is under obedience, in subjection —
not usurping authority over man.

These verses do not forbid women to teach. If so,
they contravene other passages authorizing them
to speak or teach, e.g., Titus 3:5; Col. 3:16; Acts
18:26; 21:9. Women speak and teach in the general
assembly when they sing, confess Christ, or confess
their sins. However, in none of these acts is she out
of her place as woman in relation to man. She takes
the place of no man and no man can take her place
in these matters. She is under obedience — the con-
trol, direction, and authority of man. God's order
prevails.

Likewise, she is under obedience when she par-
ticipates in the class arrangement wherein teaching
is done by the guestion and answer method. Here
is an arrangement the design, plan, and objective of
which differs in many ways from the assembly of
| Cor.-14. Even the very method and type of teaching
differs. Hence, some change in order might be ex-
pected so long as the fundamental principle under
study is observed throughout. Such a class does not
partake of the nature of the assembly of | Cor. 14.
Furthermore, in such a class she is under the con-
trol, direction, and authority of man — the teacher.
Or, at least, she should be. | think | have seen some
women take over the class with their forward and
domineering attitude and conduct and thereby vio-
late the fundamental principle under study. The
restriction imposed on women in the matter of
speaking and teaching spiritual things does not
have to do so much with place as with conditions
and circumstances under which they teach. She may
teach a class of women, children, and perhaps under
other circumstances so long as she does not take
the place of man — usurp his authority. For this
reason she cannot teach a class of men. Such an
arrangement would demand direction and control
on her part over the men that contravenes God's
order. For the same reason she can not be a public
proclaimer of the Word — a preacher. He is com-
manded, "These things speak, and exhort, and re-
buke with all authority — "epitage"— (Titus 2:15).
The woman on the other hand is commanded to be
under authority—"hupotage”"— (I Tim. 2:11). God's
order must not be violated. It has prevailed from
creation.

XOCRHI AR AR A IR I X S IH R IO AR H A A

DANGERS FACING THE CHURCH  §

. . 2
bewore les) ye also, being led owoy with the error of b:t
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One of the dangers that the Lord's church faces
in many places is that of having those within her
membership who became such, or of those who are
becoming members because of their desire for per-
sonal gain. In many communities the Lord's church
may be the largest church in town, or there may
be more local churches in a given town than there
are those of the denominational bodies. In such
instances, it may be popular to be a member of the
church of Christ. Where this is the condition, there
are those who are entering into or already have done

so, not because of any convictions on their part that
the church is God's plan, but to be identified with
faithful Christians affords many contacts for per-
sonal gain.

In such instances, men in business see good po-
tentials in making a success at their jobs because
they can call upon the members of the church to
sell them their products. Were some denomination
the largest body in town, they would just as soon
be a member of that denomination. These people
look upon the Lord's people as a way to further
their cause. A person remarked to me one time that
it was the thing to do to be a member of the Lord's
church in Nashville, Tennessee. This person was
speaking from the standpoint of making contacts
and being well known because of being a member
of the church. But if it is the thing to do to be a
member of the Lord's people in Nashville, it is the
thing to do to be among the people of God regardless
of where one lives, whether it is popular or un-
popular, whether the church has 10 members in
town or 10,000 members in town.

These individuals who are members of the church
because of personal gain pose a problem to the
church because they measure everything from the
viewpoint of the dollar. If the ungodly are to be
disciplined, they want no part of it and will usually
let it be known that they do not approve, because
they know that if it is learned that they stood
behind the truth in the practice of discipline some
of their contacts would do business with someone
else. When any other problem comes up these gain
seeking people can always decide on the solution to
the problem by looking as how it will affect them.
I am convinced, as well as other preachers, that one
reason many brethren have chosen the path of in-
stitutionalism and the social gospel of modernism in
the church today is because they can see that it is
on that side where the money is. And if they had
been able to see where they could have made more
money, then they would have taken their stand
with truth.

The faithful child of God should not let these
personal gain seeking people affect his stand for
truth because these kind of men also lived in the
days of Christ and the apostles. Jesus Christ while
here on earth was constantly followed by people who
were not interested in what he had to say but in
what they' could get out of him from a material
standpoint. So it is today with many in the church.
We might not be able to know each of these, but we
need not forget that the Lord knows (Il Tim. 2:19).
Christ can look into the hearts of men and know
exactly for what reason they follow him. After
many days in his preaching the multitudes con-
tinued to follow him, Jesus said, "Ye seek me, not
because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did
eat of the loaves, and were filled" (John 6:26).
These were not interested in following Him because
they knew by His miracles that he was the Christ,
(John 3:2; 20:30-31), but because they had their
bellies filled by his miracles. And when they ceased
to profit by following him, they stopped and went
away (John 6:60-66). Just so today, when these
in the church cease to profit by being in the Lord's
church they turn to the" denominations of men.

M en who follow the Lord for personal gain need
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to have pointed out to them that they are perishing,
that they are lost in that condition. In Acts 8, there
is the record of a man who attempted to profit with
the Lord's way and he was told in_no uncertain
terms that his soul stood in danger. Peter said unto
him, "Thy money perish with thee,... thou art in
the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity"
(Acts 8:20-23).

M en should follow Jesus regardless of the number
knowmﬁ that there never will be many in compari-
son to the number in the world {M a. 7:13-14), that
will follow Jesus. We should follow Him when we
are in the majority or the minority. We should al-
ways follow Jesus. My friend, why do you follow
the Christ? For personal gain? Or ause you are
convinced from the testimony from the New Testa-
ment that he is the Christ of God? May it never be
said of us that we ceased to follow Jesus when we
ceased to gain material wealth by so doing.

e
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The Menace of Catholicism

Il Thessalonians 2:3.4

PRGrernri ekt Liyther W, Martinrortredr

EVEN ROMAN CATHOLICS MUST
DEPEND UPON 'PRIVATE JUDGMENT'!

~ Students of Holy Scrllgture are sometimes ma-
ligned and ridiculed by Roman Catholic believers
because the al followers dlegedly have an un-
erring Pope to follow in matters of faith and morals,
etc. Those who depend upon God's word, as did the
Bereans (Acts 17:11); as did the New Testament
Christians 1Qohn 20:3031£ ; & Paul instructed Tim-
othy (Il Timothy 3:16-17 and 2:15); as did the
Colossian Christians 1(Col. 4:16) ; as did the Thessa
lonian Christians (I Thess. 5:27 and Il Thess. 3:14)
. .. hot only have ample inspired precedent for
following the written word of God, but we're in
excellent company as we obey the writings of God
(I Cor. 14:37 and | Cor. 4:3).

THE HIERARCHY TEACHES CATHOLICS TO
AVOID PRIVATEJUDGMENT!

In 1870, when the Vatican Council passed the
Papal Infallibility Decree, a scholar who had been
a Catholic priest for 49 years wrote:

"In future every Catholic Christian when asked
why he believes this or that can and may give
but one answer: 'l believe or reject it because
the infallible Pope has bidden it to be believed
or rejected " (J.J.1, von Dollinger, Declarations
and Letters, pp 100). Cardinal M anning wrote:

"The appeal to antiquity (Thus to the Bible.
LWM) is both a treason and a heresy. It is a
treason because it rejects the divine voice of
the Church at this hour, and a heresy because

it denies that voice (of the P()E'e? to be divine"
(Temporal Mission of the Holy Ghost, 4th
edition, page 238).

Cardinal M anning later made this statement even

stronger when he wrote:

"The appeal from the living voice of the Church
to any tribunal whatsoever, human history in-
cluded, is an act of private judgment and a
treason because that living voice is supreme;
and to appeal from that supreme voice is aso
a heresly because that voice by divine assistance
isinfallible" (Daily Telegraph, Oct., 8, 1875).

FOR A CATHOLIC TO ACCEPT THE BIBLE
RATHER THAN THE POPE IS TREASON!

Yes...it's therein bold black and white on ﬁa?e
5, of the Daily Telegraph. If the devout Catholic
APPEALS to ANY source whatsoever, for religious
information, OTHER than the 'living voice' ... the
Pope... then that devout Catholic is declared
GUILTY OF TREASON AND HERESY! Is it any
wonder that otherwise sincere and intelligent Catho-
lics are scared-to-death to think for themselves?

But we maintain ... that EVEN the most devout
and mog faithful Roman Catholic has HAD TO
tEhXERI'CISE 'PRIVATE JUDGM ENT sometime in

eir lives.

(1) The Devout Catholic believes that there is a
God. .. but he MUST have judged or concluded
this ... even as a child, for himselt. o
~ (2) The devout Catholic believes that Christian-
ity comes from God. _ _ : _

(3) The devout Catholic also believes that Christ
Promlsed an infallible source of authority for be-
ievers of all future centuries to follow. )

The foregoing three basic, fundamental premises
are also either accepted or rejected by those who
embrace any shade or degree of so-called Chrigtian
faith. The atheist, a%nosilc or skeptic has rejected
them, but persons who have accepted them, did so
and do o upon the basis of PRIVATE JUDGMENT!
And, in this respect, and to this point, there is no
difference between the devout Catholic and an
equally devout non-Catholic believer.

Incidentally, THE BIBLE clearly teaches the
above three basic truths. Here, however, the de-
ﬁgrsture begins .. . because, (4) The devout Catholic

been convinced, and has accepted it, that the
INFALLIBLE SOURCE OF RELIGIOUS AUTHOR-
ITY, resides within the 'living voice' of the Church
of Rome! THIS THE BIBLE DOES NOT TEACH
... but, since it is treason and heresy for the be-
liever of the (4th) premise to use the Bible as a
separate source of religious authority, the Catholic
believer from this point forward .. . forever... re-
signs the use of his or her 'private judgment' and
unquestioningly accept the decrees of the Hierarchy!

Once the devout Catholic has crossed the thresh-
hold to complete and total thought-control on all
matters of rel |g|_on and spirituality, then he or she
is indoctrinated into the thinking that all others who
STILL RELY upon the freedom of speech, judg-
ment and worship . . . free under God ... "Ye shall
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."
.. . "Sanctify them through thy truth, thy word is
truth!" . . . (we repeat) ... the devout Catholic con-
siders dl of us who rely upon the freedom to think
and reason concerning these matters, to be entirely
logt. . . wrong . . . incorrect! o

Therefore, we have penned this brief study. The
Cathalic cannot afford to forget that once . . . some-
time in the past... perhaps amost as an infant...
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before mature mental ability had been reached . . .
that they had to DECIDE FOR THEMSELVES!
They supposedly have been kept free from making
any errors by their infallible Pope since that time

.. . but how can they be sure that their mental
decisions of 'private judgment’ led them to a true
and authentic institution, ordained of God?

_The fact of the matter is ... that the devout and
sincere Roman Catholic, made a grave error in
'‘private judgment’ when they accepted the (4th)
premise, i.e., that Christ set up the 'Papal succes-
sion theory' and that the Popes are incapable of
committing an error in doctrine, etc. o

Devout Catholics may ask . . . "If Christ didn't
establish the FEPan then WHAT IS THE INFAL-

LIBLE TEACHING AUTHORITY? Heres the an
swer:

"... These are written that ye might believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that be-
|2ISV3I)I:‘II-? ye might have life through his name" (John

Peter wrote: "... The word of the Lord endureth
forever. And thisis the word which by the gospel
is preached unto you" (I Pet. 1:25).

'Study to show thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth” (11 Tim. 2:15).

"Sanctify them through thy truth; th
truth” (John 17:17). IT ENDURES FOR
will never be replaced except at judgment!!

word is
ER!! [t

THE BIBLE ON

FAMILY RELATIONSHIP

Col. 3:18-21

g L2377 [zz
—

BEGIN AT HOME

Our nation is plagued with delinquency among
the youth and among the adults. There is much tal
about juvenile delinquency, but we should never
overlook the fact that these youths were innocent
children a few years ago before they were influenced
so seriously by the world the adults control. The
vulgar, money-loving men and women have created
an atmosphere which contaminates and defiles the
hearts of the innocent. It is a vicious cycle. One
generation defiles the next. .

What can we do about this condition? The two of
us — you and | — will not be able to do much about
this nation's ills, but we ought to be able to help a
little. We might write to Washington and make sug-
gestions. Some have suggested they think that more
of us "good" people ought to write to Washington.
My impression is that my letter to Washington
would not be worth the cost of the envelope. The
Eaper, ink, stamp, and time would be a total loss.

et Washington do what it will. Let states do what
they will. Let the P.T.A. do what it will. We wish
them all well in any worthy endeavor, but the chil-
dren we wish to save are at home under the in-
fluence of the parents or the hireling or roaming
the streets. | suggest we talk to parents rather than
to the senators. Spend time with the children rather

than in an effort to find a legislative solution. Some
who "Write to Washington" may neglect their own
children. Parents, you have a good place to begin
this task of making America better. Start there in
your living room with the little one who would so
much like to sit in your lap for a FE)rlvate talk with
you. He needs your time more than Washington
needs a letter. ) _ )

| know the task of seeing the precious baby girl
become the virtuous woman whaose price is far above
rubies is a difficult task, but it is worth the effort.
How can a father in this vulgar age bring up a son
in the way he should go? How can we see that son
become a man after God's own heart? M aybe we
could talk to the elders! Some tell the elders that
"We are going to lose our young people if we do
not do something for them." What should the church
do? Should it be expected to take this fearful re-
sponsibility off the hands of parents? Can we find
any suggestion in the sacred writings that the
church should provide for the social life of the
young, or that it should direct their plg)y, and feed
them the hamburgers they like so well? No!

The great need of the young is not for another
game or party. They hardly have time to come home
to eat and deep enough now, even in communities
where the church has not built its "fellowship hall”
or "youth center." M any denominations have tried
to make the world better by entertaining the newly
discovered group called "Teenagers." Their fellow-
ship halls, in many cases, have become dance halls.
Is this what our nation needs? The work of the
church is to teach. It is to teach the young and it
is to teach the old. Yes, the church should do some-
thing for the young people! It should teach them!
Tgeea/ need the same lessons that all the rest of us
need. This need is desperate. Let the church do its
work well. ) )

If Congress will pass laws and the churches will
build "youth centers,” will delinquency cease? The
answer 1S No! Books are full of laws and the "fellow-
ship halls" are numerous among denominations. Our
brethren are ready to copy this social gospel plan
which infidels suggested in vain. Our "youth min-
isters’ will help some learn soft ball rules, but that
does little for the soul. If the church moves more
and more toward material dlgglay entertainment,
and foolishness, it will miserably fail in .the soul-
saving, business, and will even fail to be a moral
uplift SOC|et¥1. o

Let the church carry out the great commission
while fathers bring the children up in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord. Let mothers help their
children know the sacred writings from their child-
hood days. If every man trains his child in the way
he should go there will be no crime. This, unfor-
tunately, will not be done, but you can train yours,
and help, maybe, with others.

What can the preacher do for the young people?
He can preach the whole counsel of God. Thisis
the way to be pure from the blood of all men. All
young people need to hear sermons on all Bible
principles. The preacher can preach to parents, too,
and help them know the truths in verses like the
following: Titus 2:3-5; Ephesians 6:4"; Proverbs
22:6; | Timothy 5:14; Il Timothy 3:14,15; Deute-
ronomy 29:29; Deuteronomy 6:6-9; Proverbs 13:24;
Hebrews 12:5-11; and Psalms 127:3-5.
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Matters of Controversy

“Earnestly Contend for the Faith"'—Jude 3

Ward Hogland

"IF 1T COULD BE ANY OF MY BUSINESS"

One of thereasons | know many people are reading
Searching The Scriptures, is because of the mail re-
ceived. | wrote an article some time ago about my
conversation with brother Gayle Oler at Boles Home.
| have received a great deal of comment on that
article. It was said years ago, that one could say
anything he pleases about the church, but if he criti-
cizes our(?) institutions he had better take cover! It
seens that this is so. | received a letter from brother
Roger W. Hawley, who preaches for the East Hill
Church in York, Nebraska. York college is located
there and this congregation has a membership of
about three hundred. Here is the letter. Dear brother
Hogland,

"l had the pleasure of meeting you about fourteen
years ago in Morrilton when you came over from
Fort Smith to perform the wedding ceremony for
the Reynolds' girl. Since then | have heard of you
from time to time.

"l recently read an article by you under the title
of "About Ten Thousand Dollars." It concerned Boles
Home in Quinlan, Texas. | was interested in the
comments' you had to make regarding the home.

"Your article, however, raised in my mind a ques-
tion or two. If it could be any of my business as a
fellow Christian, | would be interested in knowing
if you have found an opportunity to take homeless
children into your own home? | would also be in-
terested in knowing if the congregation for which
you preach is making any provision for the care
of the fatherless. | have a good friend, Faye Starr,
who when | saw him, was of your point of view re-
garding the care of the fatherless. Although he and
| differed in regard to the care of these children, |
found myself deeply respecting Faye because he
backed up his point of view by taking three or four
children into his own home. This, it seemed to me,
made his convictions stand out very strongly.

"l shall be looking forward to hearing from you
and to be happy to hear your point of view on the
questions | raised as well as anything else you may
wish to add. | hope things are going well with you."

A brother in Christ,
Roger Hawley
| want to thank brother Hawley for his letter. |

have written him a personal letter, but since many
people have been disturbed by the same questions
I want to make this public. What | am about to say
may seem a little rude but it is not intended that
way. Brother Hawley says if it could be any of his
business he would like to know how many homeless
children | have in my home. Well, actually it isn't
any of his business! Now before you judge me please
read the reasons why it isn't any of his business.

Here they are: First, one's ability to take care of
homeless children has to do with his money. It is
limited by his bank account or finance. Certainly
everyone knows that a person couldn't take care
of a child without money!

Now, what would you think of a person who would
walk up and ask to see your bank statement? Or
what would you think of the person who would ask
you how much money you had — or the value of
your property. You would probably tell him to get
[ost, that such was none of his business. When a
person implies to me that | should have orphans in
my home when he knows nothing about my ability
or opportunity he is treading on private territory.
Brother Hawley made the same mistake of many
in the church. He said that brother Starr had backed
up his view and made his convictions stand out as
a result of taking children into his home. This im-
plies something which isn't so! It implies that any-
one who opposes orphan asylums like Boles home
must, in order to be consistent, adopt one or more
children. Who said so? Where did this start? | deny
the assertion. | maintain that under some circum-
stances it would be sinful for a person to adopt
children. Every command of God is limited by
ABILITY AND OPPORTUNITY. Brother Hawley
mentioned opportunity but left out ability. It is im-
plied by some that every person could rear at |east
one orphan. | deny this. Some of my brethren aren't
able (financially) to do a good job of rearing their
own. Paul said In first Timothy five, "If any provide
not for his own, and especially for those of his own
house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than
an infidel." What about the man who adopts children
knowing fully well he cannot support them? Would
this not be sinful? If not why not? Let us take the
case of brother Starr. | am sure that brother Starr
had both the ABILITY and OPPORTUNITY to care
for those children or he wouldn't have assumed the
responsibility. Now let us say, for the sake of an
illustration, that brother Starr was not financially
able to care for even one child. Would this have
made his position on making donations to Boles
home weaker? Certainly not! His ABILITY doesn't
have one thing to do with the scripturalness of
Boles home or any other organization.

It is implied in these questions that everyone has
the ability to care for some children. | deny this
asseation and demand the proof. | have never denied
that many in the church fail in caring for the
homeless, widows and others. This is not the ques-
tion. If people fail in their duty God will certainly
punish them. But for me to go all over the country
implying that James 1:27 teaches that ALL people
must take children into their homes is foolish!
There are a number of reasons why many cannot
take care of children. It could be poor health, lack
of money or an improper age. Whether one is able
to do this work is between that individual and God.
One should never be guilty of teaching that James
1:27 teaches that everyone must help support a
homeless child. In order for me to imply that one
should have children in his home, it would be neces-
sary for me to know about the person's health, age,
finance and opportunity! This | do NOT know.

I notice in brother Hawley's letter he did not
guestion any thing | said in the article about Boles
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Home. | have answered the personal question and
in a private letter | told him of the benevolent work
this congregation has done through the years. It
amounts to a great deal. Brother Hawley said that
brother Starr's convictions stood out strong when
he took children into his home. | agree. But | notice
that such conviction did not change brother Hawley.
If 1 could produce thirty or forty cases of families
adopting children, would this change brother Haw-
ley? Certainly not! | can produce more than that.
The thing he should be interested in is the teachin
of the scriptures. It is wonderful to see the goo
examples of our brethren but such is not the stand-
ard of authority. ) )

_Gentle reader, in closing let me remind you that
liberal brethren all over the country have implied
that James 1.27 teaches every man who does not
give to an orphan asylum is obligated to adopt one
or more children. Such is absolutely falsel No man
can know enough about the business of his brother
to git in judgment on how many children he should
adopt. Peter said, "But let none of you suffer as a
murderer, or as a thief, or as an evil doer, or a
busybody in other men's matters (I Pet. 4:15). If
there is any matter under heaven which is ONLY
between the individual and the Lord it is his ABIL-
ITY in the field of benevolence. Let us not be a busy-
body in other men's matters.

W’DM‘MMW LICT oY

Finally, brelthren, whatsoever things are trve, whalssever things

ore honest, whatlsoever things .are just, whalsoever things are

pure, whatsogver things are lovely, whatsoever things ore of good
& report: If there be any virlue, if Ihere be any proiss,

g “THINK ON THESE THINGS™ g

FOHUD 2000 oPhil. 4:BCT04U0GHIND

"SOUND" AND "LIBERAL" CHURCHES

William H. Lewis, St. Petersburg, Fla.

The church of our Lord is woefully divided toda
over the church support of HUMAN INSTITU-
TIONS that have set themselves up to do the work
of the church, and the combining of the resources
and talents of a number of congregations under
the "over-g%gt" of a "sponsoring church,” who
has ASSUMBED the over-sight of some "brother-
hood-wide" [:FI’OjeCt in the field of edification or
evangelism. There are honest and sincere brethren
who teach that it is not a violation of the scriptures
to do these things. There are honest and sincere
brethren who believe that such is a violation of the
orRIanlzatlon and autonomy of the "local church,” the
ONLY organization known to the church of the New
Testament (Phil. 1:1). There are those who con-
sider these matters in the "realm of faith," while
others consider them all in the "realm of OPINION."
This difference has caused the body of Christ to be
dls%raced in the eyes of the world, and has "set
back" the church for generations yet unborn. On
the one hand brethren who consider these thlnﬁs
over which we are divided in the "realm of faith"
CANNQOT violate their conscience by having part
in something which they believe to be wron%_On
the other hand brethren who consider such things
simply in the "realm of opinion" could, BUT WILL

NOT, yield to the conscience of their_brethren who

consider such matters a violation of God's law, for

the sake of the UNITY for which our Lord prayed

aa_s _rdeé:grded in John. 17:20,21. Yes, the church is
ivided.

As a result of this division, different terms have
been "coined" or "borrowed" in describing those
with whom they may differ. On the one hand, those
who believe in the church support of HUMAN OR-
GANIZATIONS and the "sponsoring church® ar-
rangement, use such terms as "antis," "trouble
makers,” and "church busters” in an effort to dis-
credit those with whom they may differ in these
matters. On the other hand those who believe that
the church support of HUM AN ORGANIZATIONS
is a violation of the scriptures sometime refer to
their brethren with whom they differ as "liberals,”
\tlﬁhllfe_mqy refer to themselves as being "sound in

e faith.

It is not the design of this lesson to study the
use, or the misuse of these terms as they are used
today. | am concerned on(ljy with the term "sound,"
when it is used with regards to preachers, congrega-
tions, and individual Christians. (I am not saying
that preachers are not Christians.) Needless to say,
but | consider myself as a "sound preacher.” (What
preacher doesnt? | consider the congregation with
which | am working as a "sound" congregation.
(What preacher doesnt?) But | am afraid that the
term "sound" to one "side" of the issues facing the
church today has come to mean about what the
term "anti" means to the other side! It is a well
established fact that the term "anti" refers ONLY
to those who op the church support of HUM AN
INSTITUTIONS and the "sponsoring church' ar-
rangement, such as the Herald of Truth, the Gospel
Press, etc., in the minds of far too many brethren.
To those who are in sympathy with the church
support of such things, the term "liberal" is applied
to them by those who oppose such. (I am not con-
cerned with the merits or the demerits of the term
"liberal" as it is used today. | have another subject
to SIUC%KIWG all know by now that the term "anti"
refers LY to those who oppose the two above
mentioned things. To be "anti" something, is to be
AGAINST it. Anytime a person is AGAINST some-
thing he is an"ANTI" in the true sense of the word.
But to say that the term is rightly used when refer-
ing ONLY to the issues dividing the church today
|?l a MISUSE of the term. Common sense reveals
that.

To be "sound,"” either as an individual, or a
congregation, they must be opposed to MORE than
the church su;f:)port of HUMAN INSTITUTIONS and
the Herald of Truth! We have gotten to the point,
ON. BOTH SIDES of the issues facing the church
today, that the only thing that will make one an
"anti" one hand, and be branded as "sound" on the
other hand, is the stand we take on the issues
facing us today. ) )

| think that it takes just a little more than op-
%stlon to the church support of HUMAN INSTI-

TIONS and the "sponsoring church” amrange-
ments to be classed as "sound.” )

To be "sound" one must respect the authority of
the scriptures IN EVERY RESPECT! | will give a
few examples of what | mean.

(Continued Next M onth)
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e Vews Letter Reports

"... THEY REHEARSED ALL THAT GOD HAD DONE WITH THEM . . ." —Acts 14:27

IN LOVING MEMORY OF
KATHERINE STEVENS

devoted wife of Grover Stevens, who past to her
eternal reward while aslee]|_o in the early hours of the
morning of December 21, 1964.

Funeral services were conducted by Robert Jack-
son (a close friend of long standln%at the Embry-
Bosse Funeral Home on December 23. Burial was In
Resthaven Cemetery. _ o

Katherine was well known in the Louisville area,
her husband, Grover Stevens, having served as
evangelist for the fO||0WI\I‘/]\? congregations in the
city: Taylor Blvd. 6 years, Wendell Ave. 1 year, and
Park Blvd. 2 years. For many years she had pa-
tiently suffered from various bodily afflictions until
it was practically impossible for her to live a pain-
free, normal life. Yet, in the midst of her numerous
ailments, she maintained a vital interest in the cause
of Christ, a forthright stand for the truth, and a
sense of humor that was aways pungent and re-
freshing. Her bright outlook on life in the midst of
almost unbearable suffering was a constant source
of amazement to those who knew her.

She will be sorely missed by her husband, Grover;
her children, Phillip and Sharon, and a multitude
of admiring friends. To each of these we extend our
wammest condolences, and for them are offered our
most fervent prayers. )

So far as humans are able to know, we believe
the following scriptures are appropriate:

"Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from
henceforth: yea, saith the Spirit, that they ma%
rest from their labors; for their works follow wit
them" (Rev. 14:13).. _

"Precious in the sight of Jehovah is the death of
his saints" (Psalms 116:15).

"For we know that if the earthly house of our
tabernacle be dissolved, we have a building from
God, a house not made with hands, eternal, in the
heavens' (Il Cor. 5:1).

— James P. Needham in The Weekly Reminder

* * *

(The editors and writers for Searching The Scrip-
tures extend their deepest sympathy to brother
Grover Stevens and the children in their great loss.
M ay G)od give them strength in this time of their
SOITOW.

STATEMENT FROM
BROTHER WALTER MILTON

Brother Walter Milton former minister of the
Poinsette Drive church of Christ, would like for
the church here at Menitt Island to know that he
stands in opposition to the Poinsette Drive church
of Christ in Cocoa respecting their eldership and
general laxity in conduct, and also respecting pres-
ent issues which are dividing brethren. _

He wishes it known that he repudiates all this
and wishes to stand identified with the congrega-
tion here at M enitt Island and to be used, to further

the cause of Christ. . _

Read to the Merritt Idand congregation on De-
cember 6, 1964, at the morning worship hour by
Lee Gunter, the evangelist for the Merritt Idand
church of Christ. )

Lee Gunter, Merritt Island, Ha.

Glenn L. Shaver, Oak Lawn, Ill. — | was at West
Frankfort, Ill. in a gospel meeting, October 26-
November 4. | preached in a meeting here a South
Laramie church in Oak Lawn, lll., November 15-22.
Nine were baptized, four were restored, and one
identified with this cong}regatlon._ The attendance
was good with visitors from various places each
night. We believe that the saints were edified and
God glorified.

UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST
Dave Bradford

Westvue Messenger, Mur freesbor o, Tenn.

October 1, 1964, 7:30 p.m. marked the beginnin
worship service of the University Heights churc
of Christ in Murfreesboro (Tenn.). Since that time
progress has been which_ would be of general
Interest among brethren. Especially, would a report
of progress be of interest to members a Westvue
because of the part the Westvue church had in the
beg?lnnln of the church at University Heights, as
well as the present preaching arrangements which
call for Dave' Bradford, the preacher at Westvue,
to preach one Sunday a month at the University
Heights church. _ ) ) )

Ot those now forming the University Heights
church, twenty-two of these were formerly members
at Westvue. Their leaving was the culmination of
plans on the part of the elders at \Westvue, together
with the efforts of other Christians, to begin a
congregation in the area of Middle Tennessee State
Coallege (which is soon to be called Middle Temnessee
State University). The peaceful and good spirited

ation was effected by the desire to begin an-
other church in that part of Murfreesboro. The lo-
cation is 1412 East M ain Street which is just east
of the main entrance of the Sate College. Several
collegéa students now worship regularly with this
church.

David Arnold, Dave Bradford, Harris Dark, and
Paul Hutcheson have been asked to preach one Sun-
day each month until arrangements are completed
for one to work regularly with them as an evange-
list. These, together with Jack Bailey, Jack Kelton,
Earl Pl’fl bble, and Howar d See have done the preach
ing so far.

M ax Ogden, Horse Cave, Ky.— The Bear Wallow
church, near Glasgow, Ky., conducted a week's meet-
ing November 16-22; with Arthur Ogden of Somer-

set, Ky., doing the preaching. One was baptized.

MY EXPERIENCE
The year of 1964 has been one of experience to
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me. | was called into a meeting where brethren
"were having a discussion over present day issues
where the church was divided. Four brethren were
on the side with the issues and one was standing
for the truth. | was called in by the one who was
alone, as a witness to the occasion.

When the four arrived a preacher was among
them. About the first question asked me by the
preacher was. "Is the church where %L?u preach
ANTI'?" | asked what he meant by 'ANTT to which
he replied, "Do 7you suPport Herald of Truth, and
Omhan Homes?' | replied, "We have never sup-
ported The Herald Of Truth and do not contribute
of the treasury to Orphanages.” His next question
was: "I want to know where you stand?' | replied,
"I stand on the Book." | was asked for the meaning
of the statement, to which | replied, "If you can
find one place in the Testament where any congrega-
tion ever sent a donation to any Orphanage or or-
ganization like Herald of Truth, then | am in favor
of it." To which he replied, "That disqualifies you
from being in this meeting.”" He informed my good
brother that unless | left the meeting he would not
Fllscuss the purpose of the meeting; so | had to
eave.

| had a letter from a congregation requesting
that | be with them in a meeting in 1965. The letter
was signed by the preacher and one elder. | an-
swered the letter stating that | could be with them
at the time they suggested. | stated in my letter
that his congregation was aware of the fact that
| preached only what | could read in the Bible, and
did not endorse any other practice. A few days later
| was called by one of the elders asking that [ forget
about the meeting. | asked the reason why. He said
that he would tell me when he saw me. | had
preached much for this church. He did not see fit
to tell me when he saw me.

L. L. Applegate, Cottondale, Fla.— A man 76
ears of age was restored today, Lord's day, Decem-
20. He was baptized six years ago at Nebraska
Avenue in Tampa, Ha., but moved away and was
overcome by the Jehovah Witnesses. He was with
them two years propagating their error. When |
showed him how erroneous they were and that they
would not meet me in debate, he came today truly
repenting and asking the prayers of the church for
him as he quoted James 5:16 for same. This makes
three baptisms and one restoration in Vernon, Ha.
To God be the praise through our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Chrigt. _

D. E I__|velyr Ruskin, Ha. — Foy W. Layton of
Madisonville, Texas will be in a %ospel meeting in
Ruskin, January 31 to February 14, 1965. This is
an effort to start a new congregation, faithful to
the Book, in Ruskin, Forida. The meeting will be
in a rented building across from the Post Office in
Ruskin. We would be interested in contacting some
self-supﬁ_orted preacher to move to this area and
help in this new work. If any preacher is interested
in this effort, please contact: D. E. Lively, Box 657,
Ruskin, Horida.

Daniel L. Tam, Punta Gorda, Ha. — The Punta
Gorda church of Christ concluded a very successful
%ospel meeting, November 18. Our meeting lasted

0 days, with brother J. T. Smith of Wauchula,

Horida doing the preaching each evening. We had
one baptism and one person restored. We also had
visitors from outside the body each evening of our
meeting. We believe that many doors have been
0 er]!](ce rtfor the work of the Lord through this series
of efforts.

~ Dana Halstead, San Antonio, Texas — Our work
is going along very good. Attendance up, baptism,
restorations, and placing membership total of 25
in four and one half months labor here. Carl Vernon
did a good job here. He left the work in good shape.

~ Don Brown, Gardena, Calif. — The brethren here
in Gardena are happy to report that the month of
November was one of special rejoicing here. One
young lady was baptized and three other precious
souls were restored to their first love.

Wiley Adams, Newport, N.C. — During October |
held meetings a Paisley, Pa. and Moundsville, W. Va.
Andy de Klerk held a fine meeting here November
8-15. One was baptized during the meeting and one
t\hgro days later. Also recently three were restored

e

Wallace H. Little, Mesa Ariz. — The South Mesa
church of Christ, now worshipping at 146 East
Glade Avenue, Mesa, Arizona, will hold a gﬁSﬁ)el
meetin durl_n? the period February 12 through 21,
1965, God willing. Brother Hubert Moss of Baytown,
Texas will do the preaching. The brethren here exist
as a local church because others, more numerous,
saw fit to work from God's silence, rather than his
word. This has brought us some growth, and some
trouble. Our first gospel meeting in March, 1964,
showed the visible results of four baptisms and two
restorations. Snce that time, there has been one
baptism and six restorations. However, seven have
moved to other locations, two have retumed to the
church where they worshipped prior to the existence
of the South M esa church, and two have departed
our midst over doctrinal differences, The net, how-
ever, is that we are- larger, numerically, then we
were or\lﬁlnally, and certainly much stronger spir-
itually. We need this gospel meeting to encourage
us to grow, and to make us more aware of the con-
cern we should have for a world lost in sin. We
solicit your prayers and cooperation in this. If you
know of any Chrigtians in the Mesa, Arizona area,
particularly those who are not attendln% worship,
we would be very grateful if you would send the
names and addresses to me at the address given
above. A conscientious atempt will be made to con-
tact all names provided.

~ Kermit Puckett, Clintwood, Va. — We have just
finished a fine gospel meeting here at Clintwood
with brother Martin Lemon of Franklin, Tennessee
doing the ﬁreachln . This was made possible by the
ood brethren of West End church. The preacher
or Clintwood church is brother Leonard Salyers
who is partly supported by Eastland congregation
in Nashville, Tennessee. The work goes well here
and for this we are thankful to God.

Vernon R. Butler, Orange Park, Ha.— During
November we had three restored to duty in the
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vineyard of the Lord. This is a small congregation
but we have taken a definite stand against the
errors of the "Liberal" movement. We have a
gospel meeting scheduled with brother Billy Murrell
of Indianapolis, Ind., January 18-24, 1965. If you
are traveling in this area, worship with us.

Bobby Witherington, Owensboro, Ky. — On Sep-
tember 27, 1964, the Southside church of Christ
here in Owensboro met for the first time in their
new meeting house, located at 2920 New Hartford
Road. From September 28-October 7, 1964, we were
engaged in a gospel meeting with brother James
N am doing the preaching. It was a good meet-
|t_ng accompanied by one baptism and seven restora
ions.

O. L. Mouser, Tullahoma, Tenn. — A new congre-
gation in Tullahoma, Tennessee is in need of a full
time preacher. There are 15 members with an av-
erage attendance of 28. Partial support has been
promised. The work will be hard due to strong op-
position from liberal brethren. If interested contact,
O. L. Mousa, Box 360, Rt. #2, Tullahoma,
Tennessee 37388 or call 455-9425, Area Code 615.

Connie W. Adams, Orlando, Horida — | will spend
the month of February in gospel meetings in Nor-
way. We had a part in the beginning of the work
in that country in 1957 and thus have a close in-
terest in it. | will conduct meetings a Lillehammer
in eastern Norway where James C. Jones is laboring,
in Stavanger where Bill Pierce preaches, and In
Bergen where we labored from 1957 to 1959, and
where Bob Tuten now preaches. In addition to these
meetings, the brethren are arranging for me to
Breach several nights in Haugesund and Aalesund,

oth on the west coast of Norway. Though it has
been five years since we were there, | will still be
able to [%reach in the Norwegian language. The good
church here at Pine Hills will continue my saary
during that time and my travel expenses will be
provided by Par Avenue in Orlando and by the
church at Meritt Idand. No sponsoring church is
involved, just simple New Testament cooperation.
We covet the prgyers of all the saints in the interest
of this work and for safety of travel together with
safety and protection for my family which will
remain here during that time. The work at Pine
Hills continues to be pleasant and to show progress.

Recently we baptized two former Methodists and
restored two.
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Of all areas of supposed organic evolution, the
one that has created the greatest interest and the
least data is probably that which concerns the
evolution of man. In general, most evolutionists con-
tend that man and the lower primates arose from a
common ancestor. This contention makes it somewhat

easier to emphasize likeness and disregard the dif-
ferences in these supposed related forms. One of
the major problems is the small number of fossils
of these so-called pre-human forms. These that have
been discovered are often only a few bones or bone
fragments from which men have "built" the forms
which they present as the ancestors of man. One
method which is used to show the evolutionary his-
tory by these fossil finds is to measure and compare
brain size and cranial capacity. This does naot neces-
saily give an accurate measure of likeness or prove
relatlonshlg. Even today there is a wide var_leta/ of
head and brain sizes than his father but this does
not mean he is less intelligent. Brain size as com-
pared to body weight is said to be a good indica-
tion of intelligence. This method of course cannot
be used with fossil and is_not quite as good as
claimed even on living specimens. For example, it
is said that a South American squirrel monkey has
a brain weight of one seventeenth of its total body
weight while man has a brain weight of about one
thirty-fifth of his total body weight. By using this
method you can easily see that the squirrel monkey
is quite a bit more highly developed and intelligent
than man. As is the case so many times, what proves
enough often proves too much.

BIBLE WORD STUDIES

IN THE GREEK NEW TESTAMENT

3L, Y 5135&3, gt.

WORDS THAT DI VIDE US: Concluded
"BELIEVE"

. Adherents of the "faith only" doctrine have ar-

rived at that conclusion largely as a result of a

'r'nbléslundelrlstandl ng of the Biblé meaning of the word
ieve.

Our English verb "believe" is commonly the
translation of the Greek verb pisteuo. This Greek
verb is used in different senses in different contexts.
For instance, the term sometimes means only, in
the absolute sense, the acceptance of the fact of
something. It is used in this sense in James 2:19b.
Cf. the lexicon of Arndt and Gingrich, p. 666. As
Thayer Futs it, pisteuo sometimes means only "mere
acknowledgment of God's exisence," Lexicon, p. 512.
In this sense, even the demons believe. And yet, this
is precisely the meaning that "faith only" ocates
must attach to the word in the plan of salvation
that they propose. Obviously the faith that saves
is not the faith of James 2:19b. )

When the term "believe" is used of the faith by
which one embraces Jesus it means, according to
Thayer, "a conviction, full of joyful trust, that Jesus
is the M essiah — the divinely appointed author of
eternal savation in the kingdom of God, conjoined
with obedience to Chrigt,” "Lexicon, p. 511. In this
sense, "believe" and related words are used in in-
numerable passages in the New Testament, John
3:16; Rom. 5:1, etc. In all the chaice "faith onlé/_"
paﬁag%ts faith is used in this broad sense of obedi-
ent trust.
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"WORKS'

It is commonly asserted by some that salvation
does not involve works of any sort. This is an er-
roneous position that results from failing to observe
the different meanings of the term "works' in dif-
ferent contexts. _

The New Testament certainly does teach that we
are not saved by works. This is obvioudy the mean-
ing of such passages as Rom. 3:20, 28; Gal. 2:16, etc.
In these passages, however, the term "works" refers

rimarily to the works of the Law of Moses. It is
allacious to contend that these passages condemn
all works. o

It is also true that any work of human merit is
disclaimed as a means of salvation. This is clearly
the teaching of such passages as Eph. 2:8, 9; and
Tit. 3:15. But, again, we cannot logically conclude
from this that all works of all descriptions are
condemned

The New Testament positively endorses a certain
class of works. These are the works of God: that
is, the responsibilities that God places upon man
in the matter of human redemption. These require-
ments do not give ground for boasting; they do not
originate in man's own mind. According to John
6:28, 29, the works of God include faith. Surely
then, it is apparent that not all works are excluded
from our salvation. Further, it is stated in Acts
10:34, 35; and James 2:24 that our redemption is
predicated upon a certain class of works.

THE 1964 GRIDER-TOTTY DEBATE
J. R. Snell, Laurel, Miss.

Early in 1963 brother A. C. Grider and brother
W. L. Totty met in a discussion of current issues in
Meridian, Miss. In the course of that discussion
brother Totty challenged brother Grider to sign
other propositions for debate and agreed if he signed
the discussion would be held at the Garfield Heights
building in Indianapolis, Ind. In the face of the
Bre udicial wording of the proposition, submitted

y brother Totty, perhaps no one was more sur-
prised at the signing than was Totty. Apprehensive-
ness was gen_erallé prevalent, even among those in
agreement with Grider's position. Several feared
irreparable harm to the cause of truth. Some even
went so far as to impugn motives by suggesting
pride and vain glory moativated the signing. Others
charged poor H_Jdﬁr_nent in his signing. However, a
review of the highlights should establish beyond the
shadow of a doubt that the situation was well
handled even in the face of several admitted handi-
caps. It is the judgment of this writer that the
truth was competently presented and that no ad-
verse criticism of brother Grider is justified, even
with respect to this proposition and its defense.

Two nights, December 3rd and 4th, were devoted
to the discussion. Brother W. L. Totty was in the
affirmative of the following proposition the first
night, "The Bible teaches that It is in harmony with
the Will of God to take money from the church
treasury to suppcljy_ the need of destitute children."
Brother A. C. Grider was in the negative. Each
speaker had three 20 minute speeches.

(Continued Next Month)

GARNER-GRIDER DEBATE

Albert Garner, Missionary Baptist, and A. C.
Grider, will discuss four propositions of differ-
ence between them on January 18, 19, 21, 22,
1965. The discussion will be in the city audi-
torium in Wauchula, Florida located on Main
Street. The propositions to be discussed will be:

"The Scriptures teach that water baptism is
essential to the salvation of the alien sinner.”
— A. C. Grider will affirm and Albert Garner
will deny.

"The Scriptures teach that the alien sinner
is saved at the point of faith in Christ before
and without water baptism." —Albert Garner
will affirmand A. C. Grider will deny.

"The Scriptures teach that a child of God
cannot so sin as finally to be lost in hell." —
Albert Garner will affirm and A. C. Grider will

deny.
"The Scriptures teach that a child of God
may so sin asto befinally lost in hell." — A. C.

Grider will affirm and Albert Garner will deny.
Remember the dates: January 18, 19, 21,

22, 1965. This will be Monday, Tuesday, Thurs-

day and Friday of the third week in January.

TAPESTOBE AVAILABLE

According to agreements in this debate only
two recorders from each side will be permitted
to make recordings of the debate. Phillips
Publications has obtained these rights and
copies of the debate will be made available to
all who want them. Professional equipment will
be used and complete copies of each night's
discussion will be on one reel. New 1 1/2 mil
"Mylar" tape will be used and the discussion
will be clear and can be played on any tape
recorder. If interested, place your order early
and you will receive your set a day or two after
the debate. Orders will be filled as they are
received. The price will be $3.00 per tape. The
entire debate will be $12.00.

Order from

PHILLIPS PUBLICATIONSP. O.
Box 17244 — Tampa, Florida 33612

Searching The Beriphures

MONTHLY PLAN

36 SUBSCRIPTIONSFOR §5PER MONTH

Send 36 subscriptions to friends, members of
your congregation, relatives or those you want
to help teach the truth. You may have a bundle
of 36 sent to you to distribute as you please.
Many congregations are using this plan to
distribute to those who want it. Send us your
list today.

36 for only $5 per month
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Luncheon for visiting ladies, Noon, Thursday, sponsored by college girls. Luncheon for

FLORIDA COLLEGE 19TH ANNUAL LECTURE SERIES

HUTCHINSON MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM-F.C. CAMPUS

TEMPLE TERRACE, FLORIDA

JANUARY 2528, 1965 Theme:
Immorality — The Tragedy of Modern Man
Monday, January 25
"Relativism and ADSOIULISIMT .........oiiiiie e Harris Dark
"Moral Revolution in AMENICA" .......coooeieiiiieeiiie e Claude Worley
Tuesday, January 26
"Conscience Struggle of the Organization Man" ...........cccceevvennee. Ronald Moshy
"WOorks of the Flesh" ... Art Ogden
"Moral Implicationsin the Fall of Nations" ...........ccccccceeviieenienennen. Homer Hailey
"Love NOt the WOrId" ..o Foy Vinson
"Immoral DiSPOSITIONS" .......ccoiieiiiiiee e Stanley Lovett
"Base Causes Of DIVOICE" ........oviiieieiiiieeeee e Harry Pickup, Jr.
"Moral Responsibility of Communication Media" ............ccccoeveeeenienennnen. Bill Hing
Wednesday, January 27
"Letit be Corban” ... Howard See
"Morality and Spiritual Mindedness” ..........ccceeeieriiie e Jm Rury
"Moral Implications of Capital Punishment” .............cccocoeevieennne. C. D. Hamilton
"Moral Implications of Gambling"” ...........oocoeiiiiiiie e, Gene Host
"Bribery and Perversion of JUSHCE" ........cccooieeiiiiieiiiee e Ray Ferris
"Moral Implications of America's Public Health Enemy #4" .......... James R. Cope
Thursday, January 28
"Fruit of the SPIN" ... Steve Hudgins
"Morality and Judgment to COmME"...........oovueriiieeenee e David Tant
"Moral Implications of Organized Benevolence" ............ccccovcveennnnn. Mévin Curry
"Why Horida College?’ ... A. C. Grider
Alumni
Alumni
"Technique of the Big Li€" ......cccooiiiiiiiieecie e Raobert Jackson
College Program

visiting men, Noon, Thursday, sponsored by college boys — Roy E. Cogdill, Guest Speaker.






