
 

 

MASS-MAIL EVANGELISM  

Herschel  E.  Patton,  Lawrenceburg,  Tenn.  
"I know you believe in the autonomy of the local 

congregation. Now, please maintain that autonomy 
without any unsolicited and unwanted help from 
the - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - congregation.. . Please respect our 
wishes in this matter by removing the -- - - - - - - - - - - - -  
addresses from your mailing list." T hus wrote an 
elder unto me with reference to my sending copies 
of the church bulletin I  edited to members where he 
was an elder. 

The above words are representative of the attitude 
manifested in many places and in many congrega-
tions. When a cher ished faith or practice is under 
attack, and the thing cannot be made to scr ipturally 
stand, all opposition is resented and efforts are made 
to silence or  stigmatize the opponent in numerous 
ways rather than openly and honestly studying and 
investigating the matter. Some elders apparently feel 
that they have the r ight (like the Catholics) to de-
cide the faith and practices of their flock and cen-
sure or  control what is read or  heard by them. I  have 
often wondered about the reasons many of our lib-
eral brethren have for resenting and so bitter ly op-
posing their more conservative brethren mailing 
their bulletins to many individuals, including those 
of a liberal persuasion. Some have protested using 
the mail to send out unsolicited material.  However, 
this is perfectly legal, and ii one does not want the 
mater ial, he can deposit it in the waste basket, or 
what is more honorable, kindly inform the sender  
that it is no longer desired. Some, as the elder quoted 
in the beginning, say it is a violation of church 
autonomy for one church to mail its bulletin to a 
member of another church. Yet, it should be obvious 
to students of the New T estament that there are no 
dioceses, or diocesan bishops, in the Lord's church. 
Each congregation is obligated to "sound out the 
word" to any and all who will hear. When teaching 
done by one congregation flows into the ears and 
heart of one who happens to be a part of another 
congregation, whether by person, radio, or press, no 
violat ion of local church autonomy is present. 

I  have suspected that these objections did not 
reveal the RE AL reasons for the protests, but were 
cover-ups for the REAL— a fear that members 
would become informed, and see the error being 
practiced, and the inability to meet the opposition 
with scriptural answers. These suspicions were con-  

firmed to me by a recent news item (10/22/65) in 
the Christian Chronicle, published in Abilene, Texas 
and edited by James W. Nichols. 

We are informed that the elders of the Brown 
T rail church of Chr ist in Hurst, T exas have an-
nounced a "new and bold venture in car rying the 
gospel to the entire nation and perhaps to nations 
abroad, by means of direct mail." It is declared that 
"so far  as is known, extensive use of mass-mailed 
per iodicals has never been undertaken by any 
church." (From the cries I  have been hear ing, you 
would think the "antis" had been doing it a long 
time.) Soon, we are told, "a quarterly 'Reporter ' will 
be mailed out to most of the 18,000 churches of 
Chr ist telling of THE SERVICE  T HE  BROWN 
TRAIL GROUP IS OFFERING TO OTHER CON-
GREGATIONS OF THE BROTHERHOOD." (Em-
phasis mine —  H.P.)  

This "unique mass-mailing project" came about 
through suggestions made at a "Campaigns Work-
ship in Dallas May 14 when Alvin Jennings pre-
sented a film depicting pioneer ing efforts in direct 
mail in Vermont." After the Brown T rail elders got 
the suggestion, we are told that after many planning 
sessions they came up with this decision or program. 
The program involves employing Alvin Jennings as 
"Minister in direct mail evangelism" ( it seems that 
this is the program of Jennings which he was able 
to sell to the Brown T rail elders just as James W. 
Nichols and James Williford were able to sell their  
"Herald of Truth" program to the elders of the High-
land church in Abilene, T exas a number of years 
ago), the appointment of a group to work with Jen-
nings, secretar ial help, an artist, approximately 20 
area ministers to aid in an editor ial capacity, and 
the use of office and work areas in a new $200,000 
church edifice. "T arget date for the f irst mass-sat-
uration has been set for January, 1966, when it is 
hoped that every household of rural and town USA 
will receive its first free 16-page gospel quarterly." 

What has happened to all the objections we have 
been hear ing from our liberal brethren about bulle-
tins and papers being sent —  unsolicited ? —  a viola-
tion of autonomy for  one congr egation to send 
its bulletin to a member of another congregation? I  
suppose the great evil (?) of one congregation mail-
ing out a few hundred periodicals to individuals —  
unsolicited, and all of whom happen not to be mem-
bers of that congregation, becomes r ight when ONE 
CHURCH, with financial aid from all churches, does 
it for all the churches!!  
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Where do the Scr iptures author ize any church to 
set itself up, and equip itself for "render ing a service 
to other congregations of the brotherhood?" Right 
here we have the malignancy that has wrought such 
havoc among God's people today. I f  each church 
would be concerned about ITS OWN obligations and 
responsibilities, discharging these to the extent of 
its ability, instead of trying to plan and supervise 
some brotherhood program for all the churches, we 
would have New Testament Christianity manifested 
instead of "Centralization" and "Institutionalism." 

Here is where autonomy breaks down and Scrip-
tural precept is forsaken —  when one eldership be-
gins to plan and function for  numerous churches —  
when numerous churches turn over portions of their 
funds and responsibility to another, or to some 
human institution, for a brotherhood work. This 
philosophy has brought into existence a brotherhood 
TV and radio program (Herald of T ruth), brother-
hood advertising agency (Gospel Press), brother -
hood meeting agency (Campaigns for Chr ist), and 
now a brotherhood publishing agency (Mass-Mail 
Evangelism). Besides ambitious churches (or elders)  
planning and setting up "services" for other con-
gregations, there are the institutional minded breth-
ren who are also quite busy setting up "Homes for 
Orphans and the Aged," "Hospitals," "Camps," 
"Schools," etc. under a board of directors to be sup-
ported by funds from the churches. 

How long do you think it will be until some church 
or institution will announce "a new and bold venture" 
as a "Co-ordinating Agency" for the churches. What, 
with all the programs being "sponsored" and institu-
tions calling for contributions from the churches, 
how will the churches determine which and where 
for their funds? Might not the ones with the most 
talented "fund-raiser" get the bulk of the contribu-
tions? Why not a "Co-ordinating Agency" to receive 
ALL funds from the churches that would then dis-
tribute them to the var ious programs and institu-
tions according to the information gathered by the 
agents and workers for "The church of Chr ist Co-
ordinating Agency?" Brethren, how much further  
is it to Rome? 

W .  W .  O T E Y ,  C O N T E N D E R  F O R  T H E  F A I T H  

A history of controversies in the church of Christ 
from 1860-1960 

b y  C e c i l  W i l l i s  

A biography of one of the greatest gospel preach-
ers of this century —  William Wesley Otey. A well 
documented book with some of the most pertinent 
and important information bearing on the present 
issue in the church today and its development 
through the years. 

425 pages .......................... $4.00 
O r d e r  F r o m :  

PHILLIPS PUBLICATIONS  
P .  O .  B o x   1 7 2 4 4  
Tampa,  Florida  33612 

 

A  T R I B U T E  T O  A  G R E A T  M A N  

H. E. Phillips  
Late in the afternoon of November 16, 1965, while 

at work, Thomas W. Schneider suddenly passed from 
this life as the result of a heart attack. I was shocked 
when I received the phone call just before 6 o'clock 
that my close friend and brother in the Lord had just 
passed away. He lived in Tarpon Springs, Florida 
and he with his good wife were instrumental in 
starting the faithful church there, located on Disston 
Avenue. The church there will suffer  a great loss 
because his faithfulness and zeal served as an ex-
ample to every member of that church. 

Brother and sister  Thomas Schneider moved to 
Florida in 1947 when he was transfer red by the com-
pany for which he worked in Mt. Pleasant, Tennes-
see. T hey moved to Crystal Beach near  Tarpon 
Springs, Florida (between Tarpon Springs and Clear-
water) and began worshipping with the church in 
Clearwater where I was then preaching. I loved him 
and his wife the first time I met them and that love 
grew through the years to one of the closest upon 
this earth. 

Tom and Bertha Schneider drove back and forth 
to worship in Clearwater to every service in all kinds 
of weather. They were two of the most faithful ser -
vants of God I have ever known. After about three 
years he talked to the elders and some brethren in 
Clearwater about beginning worship in T arpon 
Springs where they had moved. They searched until 
they found a few members in Tarpon Spr ings who 
were not worshipping anywhere, and, if I  recall cor -
rectly, began meeting in their  home. With the help 
of br ethren in Clearwater and some brethren in 
lower Pinellas County a building was started on a 
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lot purchased by brother  Schneider  and another 
brother at that time. The church steadily grew until 
liberalism invaded and the church was divided, but 
brother and sister Schneider stood firm in the truth 
and now a good, sound and faithful church still meets 
on Disston Avenue in Tarpon Springs, Florida. I 
preached in a meeting there just one month before 
his death and he directed the singing dur ing that 
meeting. 

I  have never known a man who lived more closely 
to God every day than did Tom. His life was known 
to all, both in the church and out of the church, as 
an example of the believer "in word, in conversation, 
in char ity, in spir it, in faith, in pur ity" ( I  T im. 
4:12). He was an encouragement to every person he 
met and he was not ashamed of the Lord and his 
word. He was only 57 years of age at his death but 
he lived a r ich and full life in the service of God 
dur ing those years. 

Brother O. T. Romine and I  spoke at his funeral 
in Tarpon Spr ings at 10 o'clock, November 18, 
1965. His body was car r ied to Nashville, Tennessee 
for bur ial. At a service in Nashville on November 
20, 1965, brother Tom Akin, former preacher in 
Tarpon Springs, read from the word of God, brother 
O. T . Romine, presently preaching in Tarpon 
Springs, ex-pressed prayer unto God, and I  spoke 
br iefly again on that occasion. 

I, with the staff of wr iters for Searching T he 
Scriptures, and the many, many readers, friends and 
brethren in the Lord, express our  profound sym-
pathy to sister  Bertha Schneider in the loss of her  
husband and a great man. I  have lost a great friend 
and brother in Chr ist. My hope in Chr ist is that we 
both may spend eternity together in the presence of 
the Master, our Lord Jesus Chr ist. 

 

"Biblical" W ords of Luke and Acts 

Var ious attempts have been made to list the so-
called "Biblical" words of the Bible. These were sup-
posed to be words found only in the Bible and in 
ecclesiastical wr iters. Kennedy found some 550 such 
words (Sources of New Testament Greek, p. 62). T his 
list was probably based upon that of T hayer, which 
runs up into the 700's (Lexicon, pp. 693-698). 
Cremer does not list the "Biblical" words in one 
collection, but words descr ibed as such are inter -
spersed throughout his lexicon. 

Recent archaeological research has reduced the 
number of "Biblical" words of the older lexicons. 
Many of these words are now seen in inscr iptions 
and/or papyri; that is, words that the older lexi-
cographers thought occurred only in the B ible and 
ecclesiastical literature have been found in non-Bib-
lical and non-ecclesiastical sources. T his further  
serves to show that the Greek of the New Testament 
is not a special "Holy Ghost Greek." 

I n sever al articles, the wr iter proposes to illus-  

t rate the occur rence of some "Biblical" words in 
non-Biblical sources. 

Allogenes 

The word allogenes, "of another race, a stranger, 
foreigner," is found frequently in the LXX (some 
40 passages contain the word), but it occurs only 
once in the New T estament, Luke 17:18. 

Of allogenes, Cremer says, "... belonging only to 
biblical and patr istic Greek, synonymous with allo-
phulos, which is used in the classics and LXX, but 
more general and less strong than this." (Lexicon,  
p. 150)  

Thayer says, "sprung from another  race, a for-
eigner, alien." T hen he adds, "I n Sept....but no-
where in prof, writ..." (Lexicon ,  p. 28) 

It is now known that the Roman authorities placed 
inscr iptions on the marble barr iers of the inner court 
of the Temple at Jerusalem, as a notice to Gentiles 
not to enter . One such inscr iption was discovered 
in 1871 by Clermont-Ganneau. The stone on which 
it was cut is now in the Imperial New Museum at 
Constantinople. T he inscr iption is as follows: "Let 
no foreigner (allogene) enter within the screen and 
enclosure surrounding the sanctuary. Whosoever  is 
taken so doing will be the cause that death over -
taketh him." T he stone itself on which the inscrip-
tion occurs is a limestone block, 22 1/2 inches 
high, 33 1/2 inches long, and 14 1/2 inches thick. The 
letters ar e mor e than l 1/2 inches high.  

 

"I  sure do not want to miss one of the papers. 
They teach one so much." —  Mrs. S. G. Rogers, 
Bradenton, Fla. 

"We enjoy Searching T he Scr iptures very much. 
Consider it one of the best." —  James Martin, Co-
lumbia, Tenn. 

"I certainly enjoy your paper very much and am 
planning a bundle ar rangement for the members 
meeting here, shortly." —  Robert E. Dillinger, 
Noblesville, Ind. 

"My family and I  enjoy Searching The Scr iptures 
very much. The paper is doing a good work. The 
wr iter s ar e pr esenting articles that ar e of gr eat 
value to all who stand on God's truth and love his 
church. Keep up the good work." —  C. O. Tucker, 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

"We sure do enjoy the fine work you and brother 
Miller  are doing with your paper. It sure is encour-
aging to know that there are still men who are will-
ing to follow the old paths. We pray that the Lord 
bless you both and grant many more years in this 
fine work." —  E . T . Henderson, Nashville, Tenn. 

"I enjoy your paper very much." —  Jesse T. E lder, 
Morrison, Tenn. 

"Appreciate your excellent paper." —  L loyd Bar-
ker, Hammond, Ind. 

"We are newcomers to Florida. We've been read-
ing Searching The Scr iptures nearly ever since we 
came. We have run across several of our friends 
through the paper. It is certainly an informative 
magazine." —  Otto L indsey, Orlando, Fla. 

"You are doing a splendid job teaching the word 
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of God." —  Sam W. Garrison, Nashville, Term. 
"I don't want to miss a copy, so here is my zip 

code." —  Jesse Odell Hatman, Buchanan, Tenn. 
"We enjoy your paper very much." —  Newton 

Thrasher, Jr., Hartselle, Ala. 
"E njoy Searching T he Scr iptures ver y much. I t  

is a well rounded publication." —  Ted Beever, Fuller-
ton, Calif. 

"We enjoy your paper very much. You are doing 
a fine work." —  E llis Garland, Knoxville, Tenn. 

"I enjoy reading Searching T he Scr iptures ver y 
much. It is being paid by someone else as I only 
live on a small pension. I  am 71 years of age." —  Ira 
O'Kieff, Tampa, Fla. 

"Among the religious papers I  get, yours is the 
only one I get anxious about if I think it is delayed. 
Hope life and good health abides with you that you 
may continue with this important need." —  Max 
Ogden, Horse Cave, Ky. 

"You have a nice little paper." —  David Castle-
ber ry, Saugus, Calif. 

"I enjoy your paper Searching The Scriptures very 
much, and always look forward to receiving each 
edition. Keep up the good work." —  Troy C. Irvin, 
Birmingham, Ala. 

"Have enjoyed reading Searching The Scriptures 
ver y much." —  Raford J. Petty, Miami, Fla. 

"May God bless you in your work, for we know 
that you truly are striving to walk in His paths." —  
Jim Lovell, Pine Mountain Valley, Ga. 

"I enjoy every article in every issue of Searching 
The Scr iptures. Wish you continued success with 
your good paper in teaching the truth. I  have brother 
Ward Hogland of Greenville, Texas to thank for my 
subscr iption." —  E ar l Bates, Farmerville, Texas. ' 

"I sure enjoy the paper very much and read it 
through before I  lay it down. Keep up this good 
work." —  Mrs. Grace Sandusky, Bradfordsville, Ky. 

"T he articles in your paper have been a gr eat 
help to me." —  Norman Bullington, Winter Gar-
den, Fla. 

"I enjoy your paper very much." —  Mable Wood-
rome, Pine Bluff, Ark. 

"Searching T he Scr iptures is truly a good work 
and we don't want to miss any issues." —  Lynn 
Robinson, Rockledge, Fla. 

"T his is really an excellent paper.  I  really enjoy 
it, and it has been a great help to me." —  Arnold R. 
Wilmoth, Cookville, Term. 

"I  enjoy r eading Sear ching T he Scr iptur es. It 
sure is a wonderful and true paper." —  W. B. Craw-
ford, Lake Butler, Fla. 

"We want you to know we continue to enjoy your 
paper  and appreciate your  efforts to uphold the 
truth." —  W. C. Sawyer, Louisville, Ky. 

"Enclosed is my check for renewal of my paper 
which I  look forward to receiving each month." —  
Ethel T hrasher. 

"Have enjoyed reading Searching T he Scr iptures 
for the past year." —  Giles Painter, Salisbury, N. C. 

"I appreciate your fine publication. You are doing 
a fine work for the cause of  t ruth and r ighteous-
ness. Keep it up." —  Ardie P. Brown, Jr., Port Ar-
thur, Texas. 

T H E R E  I S  A  P A T T E R N  

James P. M iller 
God does not leave his church to wander with aim-

less feet. T he New Testament contains the pattern 
for its work just as it has for its worship. 

In Matthew 26:26, 27 we are told to partake of the 
Lord's Supper. The only way man can know when it 
is to be observed is to follow the apostles' example in 
Acts 20:7 when the church at Troas met on the first 
day of the week to break bread. This constitutes the 
divine pattern. T he Lord commands us to eat and 
the apostles show us when.  

In exactly the same way in the sixth chapter  of 
Acts the apostles show us who is to relieve the needy 
saints. When the widows were to be provided for, the 
apostles, in verse three, instructed the church to 
appoint seven men "over this business." This is God's 
pattern. When there are needy widows or other  
saints who are the charge of the church, the church 
is to relieve them. In I  T im. 5:16 the church is to 
"relieve them that are widows indeed." 

All of this was done without any human institu-
tion. The church did the relieving. For the church of 
our Lord to build and maintain organizations un-
known to the word of God is sinful. It is a departure 
of the most ser ious consequence from the doctr ine 
of Chr ist. II John 9. 

The Bible tells us W H O  is to do the work. The 
Missionary Society a century ago violated the very 
same pr inciple. Preaching the gospel was the work 
of the church ( I  Tim. 3:15). This work could not be 
turned over to an organization unknown to the word 
of God. 

You owe it to your soul to investigate these and 
other dangers that threaten the ver y existence of  
the church of Jesus Chr ist. 

A N  O P E N  L E T T E R  T O  T H E  M E M B E R S  

O F  T H E  R O L L A ,  
M I S S O U R I  C H U R C H  O F  C H R I S T  

October 18, 1965 

Inasmuch as only nine selected members of the 
Rolla congregation were present for the two hour 
"across-the-table-discussion" between your preacher, 
Jer ry Jones, and me, I  believe that it is in order for 
you to be "filled in" on some of the liberal positions 
and ultimate consequences that your preacher takes 
in a vain effort to foster his modern hobby. 

You need not be surprised when Jerry Jones begins 
to call upon sectar ians to word prayers in your 
assemblies, because he took the position that non-
saints and sinners are on praying terms with God. 
This was done by Jerry, in an effort to be consistent 
with his announced position on II Corinthians 9:13, 
which is a passage of scr ipture which deals with the 
benevolent help which Corinth and other congrega-
tions sent to the saints in Jerusalem, and to saints 
in other places. Verses one and twelve of that chap-
ter indicate that the collections were for saints. But 
in an effort to justify the church in using its funds 
for any and all peoples, Jerry espoused the position 
that the expression "unto all  (men)" was for sin-  
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ners, non-saints, etc., but he failed to reckon with 
the next verse, the 14th, which reads ... "And by 
their  p rayer  fo r  you,..." T hus, Jer r y put himself  
in the unscr iptural position of advocating that non-
Christians are upon praying terms with God ...  no 
matter what John 9:31 states: "Now we know that 
God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a wor-
shipper of God, and doeth his will, him he heareth." 
Already, there is a "church of Chr ist" in Wichita, 
Kansas, that is so modern and liberal that they think 
nothing of calling upon denominational people to 
take part in their  services to God. 

Earlier this year, in another private discussion, 
Jer ry Jones took the posit ion that Phil. 4:16 cannot 
be used as scr iptural evidence authorizing a congre-
gation to support (pay) a gospel preacher. This pass-
age reads: "For even in T hessalonica ye sent once 
and again unto my necessity." Paul was commending 
the Philippians for their having supported him in 
the preaching of the gospel. But Jer ry Jones says 
that this cannot be used as author ity for paying a 
preacher today . .. that it is merely an example of 
paying an apostle. When Jones was refer red to II  
Corinthians 11:8, he also took the dodge that such 
a passage is not an example of paying a preacher, 
but only an example of paying an apostle. It  reads: 
"I robbed other  churches, taking wages of them to 
do you service." Paul was here reminding the church 
at Corinth that he had been supported by other 
congregations while he preached at Corinth. 

I do not charge that Jones has become so liberal 
that he r ejects all New T estament passages that 
teach by example ... But some alleged "gospel 
preachers" have become so shallow and liberal as to 
reject the practice of setting forth New Testament 
author ity by means of examples. For example, this 
has been done by a number of modernist churches 
of Chr ist, where they want to ape the sectar ians by 
observing communion on Thursday evening before 
E aster. T he only New T estament teaching relative 
to the specific day on which we must observe the 
Lord's Supper, is found by example in Acts 20:7. 
But, by rejecting New Testament examples, these 
modernists leave themselves free to select whatever 
day they choose for the observance of the Lord's 
Supper. Jer ry is not in this class, but his handling 
of New T estament examples will take him there if 
he isn't careful. 

That examples are to be followed, I demonstrate 
from the following passages: 

"... leaving us an example, that ye should follow 
his steps" ( I  Peter 2:21).  

"I have given you an example, that ye should do 
as I  have done to you" (John 13:15) . 

"Now these things were our examples, to the in-
tent we should not lust after  evil things, as they 
also lusted" ( I  Cor. 10:6). 

Jer ry Jones r efuses to engage in either  a public 
or written discussion involving these and other mat-
ters. Yet, Paul "was set for the defense of the gos-
pel." I f  Jer r y preaches what Paul preached, why 
won't he defend it as Paul did? 

A servant of Chr ist, 
/S/ Luther W. Martin  

 

M IRACULOUS  DIVINE HEALING (No.  5)  

Connie W. Adams, Akron, Ohio 

We continue in this article an examination of 
the major  arguments made by the so-called faith 
healers in defense of their practice. Their main line 
of defense is the relating of endless testimonies, 
which we covered in the last article, but some of 
them do attempt to sustain their practice from the 
scr iptures. 

3. Isaiah 53:4-5 and Matt. 8:16-17. T he first of 
these passages says "Surely he hath bor ne our  
gr iefs, and car r ied our sorrows; yet we did esteem 
him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he 
was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised 
for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace 
was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed." 
T hey assume that the healing of this passage is 
physical and not spir itual. T hey then argue that 
healing of the body is a part of the atonement of 
Christ and cite Matt. 8:16-17 to show proof of this 
contention. That passage says "When the even was 
come, they brought unto him many that were pos-
sessed with devils; and he cast out the spir its with 
his word, and healed all that were sick: that it might 
be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, 
saying, Himself took our infirmities, and bare our 
sickness." 

The word "atonement" means reconciliation. "For 
if when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God 
by the death of his son, much more, being reconciled, 
we shall be saved by his life. And not only so, but 
we joy in God through our  Lord Jesus Chr ist, by 
whom we have received the atonement" (Rom. 
5:10-11). T his atonement was made by blood. But 
it is significant that Matthew did not quote Isaiah 
53:5 which says "by his stripes we are healed." 
Rather, he quoted Isaiah 53:4 which says "Surely 
he hath borne our griefs and car r ied our sorrows." 
What took place in Matt. 8:16-17 was fulfilled before 
Chr ist died and therefore before the atonement was 
per fected. It was not a part of the atonement. We 
do not read that Jesus died for our sicknesses, but 
we do read that he died for our sins. "T hou shalt 
make his soul an offer ing for sin" ( Isaiah 53:10). 
When Paul preached the gospel in Corinth he pro-
claimed that "Chr ist died for our sins according to 
the scr iptures" ( I  Cor. 15:3). 

T he healing of physical infirmities was no part 
of soul healing. Paul said "We were reconciled unto 
God" (Rom. 5:10). T his was soul healing. Yet he 
had inf irmities of the flesh ( I I  Cor. 12:7-9). The soul 
of T imothy had been saved by the gospel but his 
body had "oft infirmities" ( I  T im. 5:23) .  The soul 
of Trophimus had been healed by the gospel but Paul 
left him at Miletum sick ( I I  T im. 4:20). In view of 
these facts, if the argument of the present day heal-
ers is worth anything, then the atonement of Chr ist  
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failed with Paul, T imothy and T rophimus. 
4. Exodus  15:26.  "And  said,  I f  thou  wilt  dili-  

gently hearken to the voice of the Lord thy God, and 
wilt do that which is r ight in his sight, and wilt give 
ear to his commandments, and keep all his statutes, 
I will put none of these diseases upon thee, which 
I  have brought upon the E gyptians:  fo r  I  am the 
Lord that healeth thee." The afflictions brought upon 
the Egyptians were a chastisement for the hardness 
of Pharaoh's heart. They were not ordinary illnesses 
but were divinely visited upon those idolatrous peo- 
ple. T he Lord her e promised that he  would not 
divinely impose such illnesses as a chastisement for 
sin if they would keep his commandments. This is not 
a promise that all sickness will be removed from 
Chr istians, for the passage concerned Israel and not 
New Testament Chr istians. 

5. E xodus 23:25. "And ye shall ser ve the Lord 
your God, and he shall bless thy br ead, and thy 
water; and I will take sickness away from the midst 
of thee." This is quoted often in books and pamphlets 
by pr esent day "healer s" to prove that the gift of 
healing continues to the present. In the first place, 
they don't know the difference between the old and 
new testaments, and the children of Israel and Chris-  
tians. T his passage concerned the sojourn of Israel 
in the wilderness. God also prevented their  shoes 
from wearing out and their  clothes from becoming 
old. I wonder if these pretenders expect that to con-  
tinue to the present. T here were several occasions 
when the traveling Israelites did so vex the Lord in 
their murmuring and unbelief that he visited afflic-  
tion upon them. Remember the serpents which came 
among the people,  bit  many  of  them  who  died? 
(Numbers 21). 

6. E p h .  5:23. "He is the saviour of  the body." 
T . L. Osbor n actually made an argument on this 
passage in his book, Healing the  Sick. He implied 
that this concerned the healing of the physical body. 
Any casual reading of the passage shows that Paul 
is speaking of the church as the body of Chr ist. Yet 
men who know so little about the Bible expect us to 
believe that they are chosen of God to bring deliver-  
ance to body and soul. 

7. Heb.  13:8. "Jesus Chr ist, the same yesterday, 
today and forever." T his is quoted over  and over  
by those who believe the gift of healing continues 
until now. T his r efer s to the nature of Chr ist. He 
has always been divine. He has always existed. He 
is a part of the Godhead. We could say, "God the 
Father, the same yesterday, today and forever." Yet 
the acts of God are not the same in every age. Adam 
was fashioned from the dust of the ground and Eve 
was made from a r ib taken from his side, but there-  
after God set in motion a law of birth by which we 
have all entered the wor ld. T he passage cannot be 
taken to mean that God continues to do everything 
he once did. He sent the flood once. He punished sin 
by sending serpents once, another time by sending 
fire out from the altar to devour Nadab and Abihu. 
On another occasion the ground opened to swallow 
those who followed in the rebellion of Korah, Dathan 
and Abiram. Jesus not only healed the sick while on 
earth, he also fed a multitude with a few loaves and 
fishes. I f  the statement, "Jesus Chr ist, the same 
yesterday, today and forever," means that men can 
still do now what Chr ist did then, why can't these 
"healers" per form a mir aculous feeding? 

 

8. Jas. 5:14-15. "Is any sick among you? Let him 
call for  the elders of the church; and let them pray 
over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the 
Lord: and the prayer  of  faith shall save the sick, 
and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he has com-  
mitted sins, they shall be forgiven him." T hese in-  
structions pertained to the mir aculous age of the 
church. There were elders in the early church upon 
whom the apostles had laid their  hands. T he book 
of James was the earliest book of the New T esta-  
ment in point of time, being completed about 50 A.D. 
T he fact that there were elders in the ear ly church 
with the power to heal the sick does not argue that 
the gift of healing was a permanent fixture in the 
church. 

9. Mark 16:17-18. "And these signs shall follow 
them that believe; in my name shall they cast out 
devils; they shall speak with new tongues; T hey 
shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly 
thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on 
the sick and they shall recover." These verses do not 
argue that these signs would follow all believers in 
all time to come. They did follow the apostles (Acts 
2:43) .  They followed those upon whom they laid 
their hands (Acts 8:12-18; 19:1-7; Rom. 1:11, verse 
8). These signs were to follow believers for a limited 
time; i.e., until the gospel had been preached in all 
the wor ld. T hat was done within forty years of the 
establishment of the church. "T heir  sound went out 
into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of 
the wor ld" (Rom. 10:18). Paul said the gospel was 
"preached to every creature under  heaven"   (Col. 
1:6,23). T hese signs did follow during this time. 
Modern claimants do not like to be challenged to do 
the other things listed in this passage besides laying 
hands on the sick. They are long on that but mighty 
short on taking up serpents and drinking deadly 
poison. I presented one such claimant with a bottle 
of Roman Cleanser  Bleach in a debate one time. 
Need I tell you that he did not drink it? He didn't. 
These people make great claims based on this pass- 
age, yet cannot do anything the passage says, in-  
cluding healing the sick. 

There are perhaps other arguments made at times 
to support the claims of "healers," but these are the 
major  arguments. There is no scr iptural defense of 
their  position. T he next article will deal with the 
lying wonders and deceptive antics of some of the 
present day "healers." 

 

M I L L E R - W A L L A C E  D E B A T E  
Tampa, Florida 
August 16-20,1965 

An exceptionally good debate between James P. Miller 
and G. K. Wallace. The first two nights on the Orphan 
Home question and the last two nights on the Herald of 
T ruth question. Over  one thousand present each night. 
E xcellent quality —  r ecor ded in ster eo. 

S E T  O F  F O U R  T A P E S  — $12.00  
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A  P L A Y  O N  W O R D S  

A great deal of the controversy in the religious 
world is due to semantics. I firmly believe that many 
of our differences are due to a play on words. So 
many of our words have two or more meanings. For 
example, the words "hear", "work", "faith", "Home" 
etc. have many dif ferent meanings. I shall discuss 
in succeeding articles these, as well as other words, 
which cause trouble among professed Chr istians. 

I n this article I plan to take up a study of the 
word "hear". Most people will agree that the word 
"hear" is used in at least two different senses in the 
Bible. Paul said in Acts nine, that the people with 
him HE ARD the voice of the Lord. In Acts 22, he 
said they did not HE AR the voice of the Lord. This 
is not a contradiction in the Bible but rather ONE  
word used TWO different ways. Paul evidently meant 
the people heard a noise but did not UNDERSTAND 
what the Lord said. I f  someone would have asked 
Paul whether his colleagues actually HE ARD the 
Lord, he probably would have answered, "It depends 
on what you mean by HE AR." 

Many times people will ask, "DO you believe God 
will hear an Alien sinner pray?" I  believe that the 
answer to this question depends on what one means 
by "hear." I do not believe that God hears and an-
swer s prayer for the alien in the way he does for 
the child of God. Many passages could be given to 
show he hears his people. However, I believe there 
is a sense in which; God hears the alien. Webster  
says in one of his definitions of "hear" that it means 
"To per ceive or  take cognizance of..." I  believe 
that God KNOWS or perceives when any person 
prays. This does NOT mean he answers the prayer. 
The word HEAR is sometime used in the sense of 
knowing or  being cognizant of a situation. 

I  f irmly believe that the AL IEN who seeks the 
Lord will find him. To back up this belief I call your 
attention to a number of  scr iptur es. First, Jesus 
said, "I f  any man will to do his will, he shall know 
of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether  I  
speak of myself" (Jno. 7:17). Then, Paul said, "But 
without faith it is impossible to please him; for  he 
that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that 
he is a rewarder to them that DILIGENTLY SEEK 
him" (Heb. 11:6). T hese passages teach that the 
alien will find the Lord if he seeks diligently to know 
his doctr ine. T he Bible teaches that the alien who 
seeks the truth will find it; not because of his prayers 
but because of his seeking! Prayer is just one of the 
ways the alien expresses his desire to find the Lord. 
The Bible DOES not teach that the Lord saves the 
sinner by prayer. It does teach that the man who 
SEEKS will find. He will find the Lord whether or 
not he ever prays. Since the Lord knows all things, 

he is cognizant of his seeking and praying, and in 
that sense he HEARS the alien. What the alien needs 
to do is STUDY the word. It is true that prayer is 
a trait of all humble men who seek the truth. Cor-
nelius was a sinner but at the same time he prayed. 
T he Lord did not save him through prayer  but by 
the gospel. Cornelius saved his soul, not by prayer 
but by diligently SEEKING the Lord. His prayers 
were simply an attribute of a good, moral, humble 
man who needed the Lord.  

Yes, there is a great play on words, so make sure 
you know the sense in which your querist uses his 
words. 

ANENT TRUTH 

John Iverson ,  Deer  Park ,  Texas  

Nearly two thousand years ago a confused and 
bewilder ed Pilate asked, "What is truth?" Many 
in our day are as hopelessly confused as he, for 
they contend that truth is only relative, that such a 
thing as absolute truth is non- existent! Yet, our 
Lord has plainly and emphatically declared, "I  am 
the truth" (John 14:6), and "thy (God's) word is 
truth" ( John 17:17). What a powerful force is 
truth, for it (and it alone) is capable of completely 
liberating the sin-shackled soul (John 8:31-32). 

But to be a recipient of this pr iceless blessing one 
must come to a knowledge of the truth (I Tim. 2:4). 
A saving knowledge of the truth of the Lord, how-
ever, is not without its pr ice, for  it does not come 
to us miraculously nor through haphazard, short-
cut methods, but only as a result of diligent study 
( I I  T im. 2:15)  and tireless search (Prov. 2:1-5) . 

In this connection, John Ruskin appropriately re-
marked, "Without seeking, truth cannot be known 
at all. I t  cannot be declared from pulpits, nor  set 
down in articles, nor in any wise prepared and sold 
in packages ready for use. T r uth must be ground 
for every man by himself out of its husk, with such 
help as he can get, indeed, but not without stern 
labor of his own." 

In addition to a knowledge of the truth, to be eter-
nally saved every accountable being must believe the 
t ruth ( I  T im. 2:4) ,  o b e y  the truth (I Pet. 1:22), 
love the truth (II Thess. 2:10-11), worship God ac-
cording to the truth (John 4:24),serve the Lord in 
harmony with the truth (Josh. 24:13), and die if 
need be to defend the truth (Acts 21:13; Phil. 1:17; 
Jude 3).  

The wicked, by turning away from and offer ing 
resistance to it, thus clear ly manifest their diabolical 
attitude toward the truth (II Tim. 4:4 and I I  T im. 
3:8). It is to such individuals that the Lord will 
send a "strong delusion," because "they love not the 
truth" but have "pleasure in unr ighteousness" ( I I  
Thess. 2:10-11). God grant each of us the grace to 
accept and follow the truth. 

F O U R   S U B S C R I P T I O N S   FOR  $ 7 . 5 0  

Renew your subscription free with three other sub -
scriptions. Send them today with $7.50. 
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A  S T A T E M E N T  O F  F A C T  I N  T H E  

M I L L E R -W A L L A C E  D E B A T E  

James P. M iller 
T here are many statements in the report of 

my recent debate with G. K. Wallace by W. L. 
Totty that are misleading, incorrect and untrue. 
There is one, however, that is such a misrepre-
sentation of fact that it needs an answer. This 
is the charge that Wallace proved by the 1965 
budget of the "Seminole church where Miller  
preaches which showed that the Seminole 
church was contr ibuting to Flor ida College by 
buying literature, office supplies, etc. for the 
college." I  am sure that all those who will take 
time to hear  the tapes or read the book will 
lose all confidence in the liberal cause when they 
find that this consisted of nothing more than 
putting the dates of the lectureship in the bulle-
tin for the benefit of the members of the Semi-
nole congregation. Nothing more than this was 
involved. And certainly nothing more than this 
was "proved." T he rest of the report is about 
as inaccurate. Many have wanted to know what 
the results of the debate were. A sample will be 
found in a letter published in this issue of the 
paper. 

Seminole congregation has had over 40 addi-
tions since the discussion. Let me urge you to 
get the tapes from brother  Phillips and hear  
the whole debate for  yourself, then you will 
know whose report is true. 

T H E  M I L L E R - W A L L A C E  D E B A T E  

Isaac  Newman,  Tampa,  F lor ida  

T he prospects for the work at Seminole have 
never been br ighter. We are as nearly free from in-
ternal fr iction and strife as it is possible to be. The 
greatest ailment with us and the church in general 
is a lack of zeal for  the spreading of God's word. 
We need to catch on fire for the Lord with enough 
enthusiasm to cause us to go out and work as did 
the early disciples in New T estament times. 

As Paul and Barnabas reported to the brethren, 
"what God had done with them," in Acts 14:26,27, 
we are glad to report that we have two preachers, 
three elders, nine deacons, and almost 300 members. 
Last year we sent preachers to help with six differ-
ent ser ies of gospel meetings where the groups were 
not financially able to have these meetings. We sup-
port or help support five different preachers regu-
larly. In the last seven years, we have retired 
approximately $75,000 of indebtedness on' our prop-
erty, and have never asked for outside help. We 
borrowed a major part of our building fund from 
the First Federal Savings and Loan. When the neces-
sity arose, our own brethren came to our aid and 
helped us. As long as the elders of this portion of 
the Lord's vineyard do the will of God and have the 
support and backing of a group such as Seminole, 
there should never be an end to what can be accom-
plished. 

Seminole, like other churches, I am afraid, takes 

much for  granted. Of a certainty, each one of us is 
expendable. It is up to us as individuals to do the 
very best possible to properly fill our small space as 
"just a Chr istian." One may get the idea that they 
just can't get along out there without me, but noth-
ing is far ther from the truth. Instead, I  should 
realize that I am one of many, all depending on each 
other for aid and st rength as taught in E ph. 2:21. 
We are told that these stones are f itly framed to-
gether and groweth into a Holy Temple in the Lord 
for a habitation of God in the Holy Spir it, and again 
in I  Peter 2:5 that we ar e to be as living stones 
built into a Spir itual House, to be a Holy Pr iest-
hood, to offer up spir itual sacrifices (our own bodies, 
daily)  acceptable unto God through Jesus Chr ist. 

To the extent that each L iving Stone fulfills his 
duty and obligation to the Lord and His Br ide, His 
Church (Eph. 5:15), he assists or hinders the growth 
of this Spiritual House. T he way of the Lord is so 
plain that we need help to misunderstand what the 
Lord expects of His children. Each Chr istian must 
learn to study and think for himself. Until we learn 
to do that, there will be discord and discontentment 
among brethren. 

Some brethren are more concerned about what 
someone else thinks or says and does than about 
what Jesus Chr ist says, and the examples left us by 
the Apostles. We hear much these days about Good 
W orks. We do this or that today because some man 
says it is a Good Work. However, the Good Works 
which we are to do as Chr istians were not left to 
man to decide. Neither  is a Chr istian allowed to 
decide which he will or will not do. Consider the 
statement made by the Apostle Paul in Eph. 2:10, 
"we are his workmanship, created in Chr ist Jesus 
for GOOD WORKS which God afore prepared that 
we should walk in them." 

We have brethren in the Lord's Church today who 
would have us believe that we are allowed the choice 
of what are or are not Good Works. We must go 
outside the Word of God to find substantiating evi-
dence for arguments to back this kind of doctrine. I 
am reminded of the statement made by Paul to T itus 
in T itus 1:15-16, "Both their mind and their  con-
science are defiled. T hey profess that they know 
God but by their  very works they deny him." 

T he debate has now become history between 
brother James P-  Miller  and brother G. K. Wallace 
on whether or not it is scr iptural to support human 
institutions with money from the treasur y of the 
Church. For  a Bible scholar, and also one who at 
one time taught the scr iptures just as we are able 
to read and understand them, Brother Wallace cer-
tainly made many blunders and failed so very sadly 
in presenting facts which he can back up by the 
Bible. To many of this area, this was a first exper i-
ence in attending a discussion such as this one. The 
Word of God will reign supreme. T his has always 
been so, it is true now, and will be true throughout 
eternity. Brother Wallace and others who have affili-
ated themselves with unscr iptural support of human 
institutions such as orphan homes, Herald of T ruth, 
schools, etc., can never hope to obtain the crown of 
Righteousness given to the faithful in the last day 
( I I  T im. 4:8). In denying the Supreme Author ity of 
our Lord and Savior in the examples left by his 
Apostles, they go beyond what is wr itten ( I  Cor. 4:6, 
I I  John 9). When one digression is let in, there is no 



Page 9 

place to stop. We thank our God regularly for such 
men as brethren James P. Miller, Roy Cogdill, Robert 
Jackson, Ward Hogland, and many more, who are 
capable and do ably present God's Word in its purity 
over a large portion of the country. 

In the debate, brother Miller  scr ipturally and ably 
answered every point presented by the opposition to 
the satisfaction of everyone except possibly those 
liberal brethren who did not want to see and under-
stand. E ven they could not help but know the way 
of the Lord more perfectly. I  am certain this is one 
of the best such efforts ever conducted in this area. 
There are no scr iptures to substantiate any of these 
modern-day digressions or departures. If we cannot 
find Scr ipture as foundation for our teaching, then 
for the love of God and the salvation of our souls we 
must leave it alone. Say as the preachers of bygone 
years said, "Speak where the Bible speaks and be 
silent where it does not speak." 

The Lord alone knows just how much good may be 
accomplished in an effort of this kind, and the results 
will continue to be seen for months to come. I  am 
sure that the truth brought out by brother Miller 
will live in the hearts of the people, and that the lack 
of scr iptural backing for brother Wallace's state-
ments will also live on and on. Brother Wallace re-
peatedly made the statement that we at Seminole 
had done a lot of changing, but that he had not. It 
is indeed st range that about 15 year s ago brother  
! Wallace stood for the ver y things that Seminole 
; now stands, yet he has never changed! Yes, we at 
Seminole have made some changes. When we find 
that we are standing for  a thing that is wrong, we 
try to make it r ight. The Apostle Paul was an honest 
man. At one time he was honestly mistaken. We all 
know that he changed, and brethren, can we do any 
less? 

D E B A T E S  D O  G O O D  

5677 Ventura Lane 
Pensacola, Flor ida 
25 October 1965 

Mr. James P. Miller  
c/o Searching the Scr iptures 
Tampa, Flor ida 
Dear  Brother  Miller:  

This letter is wr itten with a great deal of mixed 
emotions. I am happy to report my own personal 
reaction to the debate and sorry to have to make a 
report about their  reaction. After hearing both sides 
of the. debate and considering other factors I  am 
forced to admit my previous supporting of the insti-
tutions and the Herald of T ruth was in error. I have 
therefore left my previous place of worship and am 
now worshiping with the East Hill brethren. This, 
Brother  Miller, proves beyond a shadow of doubt 
that t ruth will emerge victor ious and anyone who 
will recognize it. T he renouncing of my own error 
and the acceptance of truth on my part is always 
ref reshing and stimulating. I  am happy to be with 
the E ast Hill brethren. 

T he sad part of the matter  concer ns the people 
I left. When you have such close people who love you 
and whom you love it compounds the seriousness of 
these issues. It also makes such decisions and actions 

such as mine extremely painful. I no doubt realize 
many other people have been in the same predica-
ment I  have. 

Consequently Proverbs 23:23 has a very special 
meaning for me now. T he higher the pr ice we pay 
for the truth the more precious truth is. It will also 
demand greater  service and devotion to it. 

It was not in the weakness of Brother G. K. Wal-
lace that caused me to change, but in the position he 
took. This position was weak. He said the last night 
of the debate when we heard you we had heard just 
about as good a defense on your part as could be 
heard. Well I do not know whether this to be true or  
not, but I do believe no liberal could have done so 
well and ably as did Brother Wallace. He conducted 
himself on the highest level. The sad part was he did 
not have truth on his side. 

E ven though we have the truth on our side we 
can defeat our own posit ion by failure to be doing 
what we know to be the truth. We can prove the 
liberals wrong by practicing what we preach. Let 
none of us be guilty of closing our doors to homeless 
and neglected children. Also, let's get busy preaching 
the Gospel. 

An interesting survey you could make would be 
to add up the number of children being kept in insti-
tutions and see how this contrasts to those being 
kept in private homes. These figures could be inter-
esting. Of course, they really have no real proof 
either way insofar  as the orphan home issue goes. 
Also who supports more missionaries overseas, the 
liberals or the conservatives? 

To conclude, I will appreciate anything of encour-
agement and prayer s anyone has to offer. T he 
prayers of a r ighteous man availeth much. If I may 
be of service or  help in anyway or  anywhere, please 
let me know. 

You may, if you like, place this letter in Searching 
the Scr iptures. 

May God bless us all. 
With kind regards, 

/s/ James M. Vander Molen 

B O O K S  B Y  W .  C U R T I S  P O R T E R  
Quibbles That Backfired— Contains three sermons at Florida 
College several years ago. T hese are outstanding denomi-
national arguments that Porter turned on his opponent. He 
had a lar ge number  of debates with all sor ts of  f alse 
teachers. 

P r i c e — $ 1 . 0 0  
Sermon  Outlines,  Volumes  I  &  II —  Sermon  outlines  W." 
Curtis Porter used through the years of his preaching. 

Price —  $2.00 
Set of 2 vols.  —  $3.75  

Order from: PHILLIPS 
PUBLICATIONS 
P. O. Box 17244 
T ampa, Florida 33612 

NOTICE  

Have you renewed your subscription? 

If  not,  do it  today!  
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" .  .  .  T H E Y  R E H E A R S E D  ALL T H A T  G O D  H A D  D O N E  W I T H  T H E M  .  .  ." — A c t s  1 4 : 2 7  

BELUE- FRENCH DEBATE 
Aubrey C. Belue, Jr . and Sidney French will dis-

cuss the following proposition at 3634 W. 11th Ave., 
Gary, Indiana, December 13, 14, 1965: "It is scr ip-
tural for  churches of Chr ist to build, maintain and 
support Orphan Homes among us such as Tennessee 
Orphan Home." Sidney French will affirm and Au-
brey Belue will deny. On December 16, 17, 1965 at 
Midwest church building, 556 N. Lecliaire, Chicago, 
Illinois the following proposition will be discussed: 
"It is unscr iptural for churches of Chr ist to build, 
maintain and support Orphan Homes among us such 
as Tennessee Orphan Home." Aubrey Belue will af-
firm and Sidney French will deny. 

HENDERSON- SMITH  DEBATE 
Dempsey Henderson of the Missionary Baptist 

church of Gracey, Kentucky, and J. T. Smith of the 
church of Chr ist in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma will 
engage in a four- night discussion in December. 
On December 6, 7, 1965 they will discuss the ques-
tion: "Is Baptism Essential To Salvation?" On De-
cember 8, 9, 1965 the question under discussion will 
be: "Can a Child of God So Sin As to Finally Be 
Lost in Hell?" T he debate will be in the building of 
the T enth and Francis Streets church of Chr ist, 
Oklahoma City. 

Guthrie Dean, Fort Smith, Ark. —  After  nearly 
nine years of work with the Bald Knob church, my 
family and I moved to work with the Park Hill 
church in Fort Smith. At Bald Knob membership 
and attendance more than doubled dur ing our stay. 
Brother C. R. M ansfield is doing a fine work there 
now with the church. During the first four months of 
this year at Bald Knob and dur ing my four summer 
meetings, there were 50 responses. My last meeting 
was at Mar ion, Indiana, in which" there were 10 bap-
tisms and several restorations. Since moving to Fort 
Smith there have been 22 additions here. The church 
is at peace and vigorously working for the Lord. 
At present we are supporting two full time preach-
ers, a radio program, an active local work, and hope 
to add a television program soon. 

J. Edd Lindsey, T renton, Fla. —  We are 
interested in locating a full time preacher for the 
church in T renton, Flor ida. We would like to get 
someone 35 year s of age or  above, with no liberal 
tendencies. 
Brother Mitchell of Tampa has been dr iving up to 
preach on Sundays, but we need someone full time. 
If interested write to me or phone 463-2431, Trenton, 
Flor ida. 

meeting at North Street where Paul  Andrews  
preaches The following week Rufus Clifford of Nash-
ville, Tennessee did the preaching in one of the best 
meetings in many years at Seminole church where 
James P. M iller preaches. 

Doyle Banta, Athens, Ala. —  Our work at Sardis 
Springs has been most encouraging this year. Joe W . 
Pruett and W . L. Whorton, Jr., both conducted good 
meetings. So far  seven have been baptized and sev-
eral restored this year. I preached in a meeting with 
the Sulphur Springs church at Tampa, Fla. in Feb-
ruar y. I  am to be ther e again the last of Januar y. 
We hope to begin construction of a new building 
next spr ing. Along with my church work I continue 
to serve as Assistant Vice President of Southern 
Hermitage L ife Insurance Company. 

M . Fred Stacey, West Point, Miss. — The High-
way 45 W congregation here in West Point has re-
cently closed a meeting (October 11-15)  in which 
we had a different speaker each night. Those who 
spoke were: Charles Bland, Houston, Miss., J. R. 
Snell, Grenada, Miss., W . M. Tally, Columbus, Miss., 
Horace Huggins, Meredian, Miss., and Lynn Head-
rick, Tuscaloosa, Ala. These men gave their time to 
help us have this meeting. The church in East Mis-
sissippi is not strong, however, we believe that now 
we are beginning to make some progress. I will be 
on the radio two Sundays per month starting this 
month over station WROB at 8:15 a.m. The congre-
gation in West Point is the closest sound church 
standing for the truth near  Mississippi State Uni-
versity at Starkville. Any students attending this 
university are invited to worship with us. If you 
know anyone attending the university, please send 
me their  name and address. 

V. C. M cCormick, Portsmouth, Ohio —  The elders 
of the Harding Avenue church planned a spir itual 
feast to strengthen, stimulate and inspire the saints 
here in a greater  effort while "working for God." 
This meeting was conducted with different speak-
ers on November 14-21. The following subjects were 
discussed: W eldon Warnock, Akron, Ohio: "Be a 
Servant of God" and "Study To Be Approved." Earl 
Robertson, Moundsville, W. Va.: "Personal Dedi-
cation." Cecil  W illis, Akron, Ohio: "E dify T he 
Church. "Harold Comer, Brownsburg, Ind.; "Evan-
gelize The World." W illiam W allace, Indianapolis, 
Ind.: "Effective Leadership." Ronald Mosby, Louis-
ville, Ky.: "Danger of Drifting." K enneth Frazier, 
Portsmouth, Ohio: "Using Our  Talents." I  spoke on 
the subject: "Facing T he Future" the last service. 

 

H. E. Phillips, Tampa, Fla. —  Dur ing the month 
of November three good meetings were conducted 
in Tampa. Robert Jackson of Nashville, Tennessee 
did some excellent preaching at Forest Hills church 
where I  labor, and during the same week G ranville 
Tyler of Decatur, Alabama preached in a very good 

Frank Ingram, Blue Ash, Ohio —  I closed a very 
enjoyable meeting at MacDill Avenue in Tampa, 
Florida October 24. One was baptized and one re-
stored. Tom Thornhill  is a fine worker and the help 
of Harry Pickup, Sr. there is most appreciated. Our 
work in Cincinnati (Blue Ash)  continues well. 
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Cecil B. Douthitt, Fort Smith, Ark. —  My booklet 
Centralized Control Of Church Resources is now in 
its second pr inting. T his 52 page booklet on vital 
issues facing the churches today is ready for dis-
tribution, and may be obtained at 30 cents per single 
copy, or  at 25 cents per  copy when four or more 
copies are ordered. You may order from me at P.O. 
Box 752, Fort Smith, Ark. 72902. 

C. O. Tucker, Jacksonville, Fla. —  Henry Gilbert 
of Miami, Flor ida concluded one of the finest gospel 
meetings we have had on October 31, 1965. Brother 
Gilbert was faithful to the word of God in his preach-
ing, preaching it in its simplicity, with courage and 
conviction, without fear or favor. The Lord's church 
at Marietta is better for his coming our way. Our  
next meeting, the Lord willing, will be the second 
week of January, 1966 with A. C. G rider doing the 
preaching. 

Charles R. House, P. O. Box 641, San Luis, Ari-
zona—  Monthly Report, October 31, 1965. 

Baptisms: Santos Gomez of Tecate, Calif, reports 
one baptism in Mexico this month. The church there 
will soon be meeting in their  new building. 

Sonoyta, Sonora, M exico: It was my pr ivilege to 
preach to the largest audience I  have ever preached 
to in Sonoyta on Wednesday, October 13th. A total 
of 35 people, mostly adults, attended. Fidel Cisneros 
is the faithful preacher there and is doing an out-
standing job. 

Tijuana, B. C. M exico: Jim Middleton of San 
Diego, California has been preaching in Spanish each 
Sunday during my absence from T ijuana. He reports 
the church met for the first time in the new, ample 
sized, rented store building, October 13th. The field 
is hard and discouraging, as are most places in Mex-
ico, but the opportunities for preaching the whole 
truth ar e gr eat in this f rontier  city of 260,000 
people. 

San Luis R. C. Sonora, M exico: Marvel and I re-
turned to San Luis on October 8th, after 13 weeks 
work in Baja, California, including T ijuana. T he 
Lord willing, I will be teaching the Wednesday night 
classes and preaching Sundays through this month. 
We plan to return to the T ijuana area for the entire 
month of November to continue assisting in this new 
work. During my absence from San Luis in Novem-
ber var ious Mexican preachers from along the bor-
der will preach in my stead. We all need your  
prayers. 

W . Eural Bingham, Corinth, Miss. —  A nucleus for 
a sound church has just been forced to come out of 
the church in Clear f ield, Utah. This is in the Ogden 
and Hill Air Force Base vicinity. This new group con-
sists presently of four or five families and contains 
good, sincere, informed, and zealous people who are 
willing to work for the cause of Chr ist in its pur ity. 
So far  as I know or they know, they are the only 
group in the state of Utah standing for  the truth 
against institutionalism and social-gospel trends of 
the day. 

Their immediate problem is a place to meet. A 
meeting place is hard to come by, and financing of 
any kind is just about impossible due to Mormon 

control there. T hey have located a desirable piece 
of property (a building vacated by a denominational 
group, on a good, large lot) which could be purchased 
if financing could be arranged, involving $20,000 or 
less. I f  any reader is able and willing to assist them 
in this or  can direct them to where such help can be 
had, it would be a great service in a strategic and 
needy area for the Lord's kingdom. 

I was in Clearfield for a meeting in August, 1964 
and know the situation and commend this new group 
highly as being worthy of any assistance that can be 
given. Those having f r iends or relatives stationed at 
Hill Air Force Base or in the vicinity of Ogden and 
to the south, tell them of this new church. Contact: 
Sam H.  Bynum, 910 N. Hill Blvd., Layton, Utah, 
48041. 

W E A V E R -D A V I S  D E B A T E  
Ward Hogland, Greenville, Texas —  W alton W ea-

ver, of the Northside church of Christ, Conway, Ark-
ansas will meet Pat Davis, Baptist, in a four night 
debate at Conway, Arkansas. The dates will be Jan-
uary 10, 11, 13, 14. There will be no session on Wed-
nesday night. Proposition the first two nights will be 
on the plan of salvation and the last two nights on 
Apostasy. It will be conducted either in the High 
School auditorium or Court House. Sessions each eve-
ning at 7:30. Vernon L. Barr will moderate for Mr. 
Davis and I will assist brother Weaver. This should 
be a very interesting discussion. Contact Walton 
W eaver, 1800 Hairston Ave., Conway, Arkansas for 
further information. 

Verl Fielding, Palmetto, Fla. — The church in Pal-
metto is in need of a preacher this month. Any faith-
ful preacher of the gospel interested please contact 
me, P.O. Box 157, Palmetto, Flor ida. 

Harold V. Trimble, San Antonio, Texas —  The 
Valley-Hi church of Christ will open its new br ick-
veneer building with a gospel meeting January 2 
through 9 with the following speakers: Stanley Lov-
ett, W. L. Wharton, Bill Reeves, Leon Odom, Dana 
Halstead, Dan Shipley, and H. B. Gist. 

The beautiful auditor ium is paneled in mahogany 
with vinyl tile floors and comfortable opera chairs. It 
is situated on Loop 410 just west of Lackland Air  
Force Base. There will be singing from 2:30 until 
4:00 p.m. January 2nd and services will begin at 7:30 
nightly from Monday through Saturday. Sunday ser-
vices are 10:00 and 11:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. The 
evangelist for this work has been supported by High-
land Boulevard from its beginning. We stand in the 
old paths wherein is the good way. 

Norman W. Fisk,  Merced, Calif. —  I  just moved 
to Merced to work as full time minister for the con-
gregation which meets at 2711 Childs Avenue, Mer-
ced, Calif. Brother O len H o lderby was preaching 
for them, but due to his busy schedule and a need 
for a full time man, I  agreed to come and work with 
them. We have a small group, but with the help of 
the Lord we will grow. All in attendance at this time 
stand for the truth and work is going very well. 
Faithful brethren are encouraged to meet with this 
church. 
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D O E S  I  T I M O T H Y  5 : 1 6  T E A C H  T H A T  T H E  
C H U R C H  M A Y  C A R E  F O R  A N Y  W I D O W  

WHOSE RELATIVES REFUSE TO CARE FOR HER? 

Jimmy Tuten,  Jr . ,  St .  Louis ,  Mo.  
Riding the "bandwagon of sympathy" to drum up 

support for unauthor ized church support of benev-
olent organizations is yet in full swing. L iber al 
brethren are still crying about the "poor three-year-
old" children going hungry, and that "antis are let-
ting them starve rather than help the non-saint." 
Where is the evidence to sustain such allegations? 
There is none! Besides, who needs it ? Repeat a thing 
long enough and some will believe it. When Potter 
Orphan Home dejected the "small built, pr etty 
baby" gir l abandoned on its door  steps, turning it 
over to the Child Welfare author ities, they turned 
the tables on the liberals. This should have caused 
them to cease their  "saints only" bid, but the inci-
dent has been swept under the rug and the memory 
thereof conveniently forgotten. The appeal for sym-
pathy via the "saints only" route is still very much 
alive! 

Just a few days ago I had a visit with the "L ib-
eral" about which an article was wr itten in "Search-
ing T he Scr iptures" (Februar y, 1965). He was 
smarting over having had his hand called with ref-
erence to some remarks reflecting upon one or two 
preachers in the St. Louis-Rolla area. He made the 
usual approach in the discussion, asking loaded 
questions and crying about the poor little neglected 
non-saint. Within minutes he was r iding his "saints 
only" horse. 

I  learned that he not only denies that apostolic 
approved examples are binding (as an author itative 
pattern), but repudiates express statements and 
commands as well. Dur ing the course of the dis-
cussion, I  applied the law of "inclusion and exclu-
sion" to limited benevolence (Acts 2:33-45; 4:34-35; 
etc.), just as one would apply it to "Singing in Wor-
ship" and the "Lord's Supper." My friend demon-
st rated that he had no r espect for the silence of  
the Scr iptures. It was then that I referred him to 
the distinction between widows in general and "wid-
ows indeed" (I Tim. 5:16). He mumbled something 
about his belief that Paul was talking about "perma-
nent assistance," then quickly reversed himself and 
took the position that if a widow was neglected by 
relatives, the church could look after  her  anytime! 
Though I tried to inject I I  Thessalonians 3:10 into 
the discussion in order to show that such reasoning 
would cause a lazy saint neglected by relatives to 
become the ward of the church, this fizzled when 
the pressure applied for  some form of discussion on 
the "issues" took-effect, and my visitor make a quick 
exit. 

T his "lesser light" demonstrated to me what 
yielding to the liberal persuasion will do for a fellow, 
viz., inject one's own opinion into the place of posi-
tive statements and commands. Look at it friends: 
this preacher says a "widow indeed" is one whose 
relatives refuse to care for her  and that this within 
itself makes her the object of the church. Such per-
version demonstrates how badly these people need 
scr iptural support, even if it means twisting scrip-
tures out of context and pitting Scr ipture against  

Scr ipture. The New Testament not only teaches that 
a "widow indeed" is a Needy Saint who has been 
widowed, but it lays down in unmistakable terms 
other qualif ications that ar e equally impor tant 
( I  T im. 5:5,9-10). We ar e taught, therefore, that 
the church is not charged with helping everybody, 
and under certain conditions is expressly forbidden 
to do so (I Tim. 5:16; II T hess. 3:10). Observe: 

1. A "L iberal" says a "widow indeed" is a widow 
who is neglected by relatives. 

2. The New Testament says a "widow indeed" is 
one who is "desolate, trusted in God, and con- 
tinueth in supplications and prayers night and 
day." I t  says that she must be "threescore 
years old, having been the wife of one man," 
etc. ( I  T im. 5:5,9-10) . 

Now if the second is true, which it is for the New 
T estament says so, then the f ir st has to be false. 
Our brother is guilty of wresting the Scr iptures to 
suit his own mind. 

Another thing is that two wrongs do not make a 
r ight. Instead of insisting that churches engage in 
unauthor ized practices because brethren fail to ful-
fill personal responsibilities, this preacher should do 
some preaching on James 1:27 and Galatians 6:10. 
But then, he is in trouble for  he says that these 
passages constitute church action! No wonder his 
brethren are mixed up and neglect their personal 
obligations by shelving them at the expense of the 
church treasur y. His position on I T imothy 5:8 
dooms brethren for shifting their obligations to the 
church and his preaching on James 1:27 dooms them 
if they do not. He must be talking about his own 
brethren when he talks about neglecting orphans, 
for this is the very thing his preaching encourages. 
Besides, I  do not know of a single "anti" who has a 
widow who is being neglected. Do You ? ? 

THE NEW TESTAMENT COMMENTARY 
b y  W i l l i a m  H e n d r i k s e n  

T H E  G O S P E L  O F  J O H N ,  505 pages ................ $ 6.95 
P H I L I P P I A N S ,  2 1 8  pages .................................  5.95 
I  &  I I  T H E S S A L O N I A N S ,  2 1 4  pages ..............  4.50 
I  & I I  T I M O T H Y  &  T I T U S ,  404 pages.................  6.00 
R E V E L A T I O N  —  M O R E  T H A N  C O N Q U E R O R S ,  

285 pages ....................................................  3.50 
All f ive volumes —  $25.00  

 
M O N T H L Y  P L A N  

3 6  S U B S C R I P T I O N S  F O R  $ 5  P E R  M O N T H  Send 36  
subscriptions to  friends,  members of  your 
congregation,  relatives or those you want to 
help teach the truth.  You may have a bundle of  
36 sent  to  you to  distribute  as  you please.  
Many congregat ions  are  us ing this  p lan to  
d i s tr ibute  to  those  who want  i t .  Send  us  your  
l ist  today.  

36 for only $5 per month  
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NOTICE 

W e must have your zip code as soon as possible. 
The post  off ice  department requires  us  to  put  
this  on each address .  Please  check your name 
a n d  a d d r e s s  a n d  s e n d  u s  a  c a r d  g i v i n g  y o u r  
zip code number.  
W e will  appreciate this  very much.  

G A R N E R -H O G L A N D  D E B A T E  
Lakeland, Florida 
April 6 -17, 1964  

A good debate of eight nights between Dr. Albert Garner, 
president of Florida Baptist Institute and Ward Hogland 
of Gr eenville, T exas of the chur ch of Christ. The first 
two nights on Instrumental Music in Worship; the third 
and fourth nights on Baptism as a condition to the Sal-
vation of the Alien Sinner; the fifth and sixth nights on 
Chur ch Member ship and Salvation; the seventh and 
eighth nights on the Possibility of Apostasy. Excellent 
quality —  recorded in stereo. 

SET OF EIGHT TAPES —  $24.00 

 
6 R I D E R -T 0 T T Y  D E B A T E  

Tompkinsville, Kentucky 
September 27-30,1965  

A good debate of four nights between A. C. Grider  and 
W. L. Totty. The first two nights on the Orphan Home 
Question and the last two nights on the Herald of T ruth 
Question. Grider  and Totty have met several times on 
these questions. This is their most recent discussion on 
these issues. Recor ded in monophonic sound. 

S E T  O F  F O U R  T A P E S  — $12.00  

 
S P E A R S - W A D E  D E B A T E  

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma  
July 12 -15, 1965  

A very good debate of four  nights between Dudley Ross 
Spears and Ronnie F. Wade. The first two nights on the 
question of the Number  of Cups (containers) to be used 
in the Lord's Supper; the last two nights on Classes and 
Women Teachers. Excellent quality— recorded in mono-
phonic sound. 

S E T  O F  F O U R  T A P E S  —  $12.00  

 
B R O C K -M c W H O R T E R  D E B A T E  

Chattanooga, Tennessee  
October 25-29, 1965 

A very good debate between Paul Brock and Don Mc-
Whorter in Chattanooga, Tennessee. The first two nights 
on Contributions from one church to another in Benevo-
lence and Evangelism. The last two nights on the Orphan 
Home Question. Excellent quality. Recorded in ster eo. 

S E T  O F  F O U R  T A P E S  —  $12.00  

 
M I L L E R -V A U G H N  D E B A T E  

Orlando, Florida 
February 27-M arch 2, 1961 

A good debate between James P. Miller  of the chur ch 
of Christ and Ray Vaughn of the Pentecostal Church. 
The first two nights on the number  of Persons in the 
Godhead. The last two nights on Divine Miracles for 
the Present Day. Recorded in monophonic sound. Good 
quality. 

S E T  O F  F O U R  T A P E S  — $12.00  A L L  

T A P E S  A R E  $3 . 0 0  E A C H -$4.00 I N  S T E R E O  



 

 

WE HAD TO DO IT 
H. E. Phillips  

W e  a r e  c l o s i n g  s i x  y e a r s  o f  p u b l i s h i n g  
Searching The Scriptures with this  issue.  Dur -
ing the past four years we have delayed increas-
ing the  subscript ion price  in  spi te  of  the  fact  
that paper stock, printing, postage, etc.,  have 
continued to increase until  now the cost of pub-
lishing Searching The Scriptures is about 25%  
higher than it  was four years ago.  Each year 
brother M il ler  and I  have had to  supplement  
the deficit out of our own pockets, and it is now 
get t ing  beyond our  power  to  do  i t .  

Let me explain why an increase in individual 
subscription rates is  essential .  W e do not  sel l  
any advertising space at all. W e have no income 
from this  source.  All  the advertising is  that  of  
our own books and Bibles we sell in the hope of 
helping the cost of publishing the paper. In the 
second place, we are not listed as a "non-profit" 
organization in the second class mailing permit, 
and our rates of mailing are higher. Now we are 
"non -profit" all  r ight —  we have never real -
ized any profit out of this effort —  but there is 
no  organizat ion of  any kind in  the  legal  sense  
of  the  word.  W e are  jus t  two preachers ,  wi th  
the help of several others writing good articles, 
making an effort to distribute the "good news" 
to as many as wil l  take and read this  paper.  

Beginning February 1, 1966 we must increase 
the subscription rate to $3.00 per year. All sub-
scriptions received through January 31,  1966 
wil l  be $2.50,  the old rate.  Club subscriptions 
will not be increased. W e will continue to try to 
send four subscriptions for only $7.50. This in -
crease in subscription rates applies only to indi-
vidual subscriptions. W e trust you will under-
stand our posit ion and take advantage of  the 
present  period to  renew your subs cription at  
the old rate of $2.50 per year for a good reli -
gious journal. 

B O U N D  V O L U ME 1962-1963 
S E A R C H I N G     T H E     S C R I P T U R E S  

A companion volume to the 1960-1961 bound volume 
of SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES. Bound in beautiful 
Fabricor d covering, navy blue, durably bound, printed 
in gold. This volume is indexed. Order  your  copy now. 

—      $5.00     —  

P H I L L I P S     P U B L I C A T I O N S  
Post  Office Box 17244    —     Tampa, Florida 33612  

CHART SERMONS  
By Steve 

Hudgins  

Six volumes of excellent chart sermons by Steve 
Hudgins that will pr ovide scriptural material for ser -
mons. Each chart as the sermon outline on the opposite 
page. 

 

EACH VOLUME $1.00 

Order f rom: 

PHILLIPS PUBLICATIONS 
P.O.  Box  17244  

Tampa, Florida 33612 

 
Of THE 

MILLER-WALLACE DEBATE 
A U G U S T  1 6 ,  1 7 ,  1 9 6 5 :  "It Is In harmony with the 
scriptures for churches of Christ to build and maintain 
benevolent organizations for the care of the needy, such 
as Boles Home, Tipton Home, Tennessee Orphan Home, 
Childhaven, and other orphan homes and homes for the 
aged that are among us." G. K.  WALLACE AFFIRMS —
JAMES P.  MILLER DENIES 

 
A U G U S T  1 9 ,  2 0 ,  7 9 6 5 :    "Such  an  arrangement and 
cooperative effort on the part of chur ches of  Chr ist  for 
the preaching of the Gospel as the 'Herald of Truth" Is 
without scriptural authority." JAMES P.  MILLER 
AFFIRMS —  G. K.  WALLACE DENIES 

Made on new 1 1/2 mil. Mylar Base 
Tape and can be played on any tape 
recorder using a 7" reel.  

F O U R  T A P E S - $12 .00  

 




