
 

 

 
A few days ago my brother, Char les E . Phillips, 

gave me a t ract wr itten by P. W. Hayes of Lake 
Wales, Flor ida, entitled: "Where Was David?" This 
small tract was written to prove the use of instru-
mental music in worship to God. My brother had a 
long talk with this Chr istian Church preacher about 
this subject, but did not convince him of his error. I 
wish to examine some of his points in this tract for 
the sake of any who may not understand the nature 
of the arguments made by these people. 

Hayes states that Jesus mentioned in Luke 24:44 
three common divisions of the Old Testament: Law, 
Prophets and Psalms. He then says: "It is generally 
accepted that when Moses and E lijah appeared on 
the Mountain, one represented the law and the other 
the prophets. Why did not someone represent the 
Psalms?" 

Any argument that is based upon "it is generally 
accepted" is not worth the time it takes to make it. 
"It is generally accepted" that the word "baptism" 
includes sprinkling and pouring water upon a person 
as well as burying one in water, but does this prove 
it to be true ? The very thing that P. W. Hayes must 
do is prove that the appearance of Moses and E lias 
with Chr ist at the t ransfiguration represented the 
law and the prophets. If he cannot prove this by the 
word of God his argument based upon it is worthless. 

But even if he did this, the voice from the cloud 
said, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased; hear ye him" (Matt. 17:5). This says noth-
ing about hear ing David. How does one get David 
into this passage? 

Hayes says further: "When a party makes a will 
and then later makes a new will there is nothing to 
hinder them from incorporating some of the provi-
sions of the old into the new. When this is done they 
become as binding as any of the new provisions." 

This is exactly r ight. However, it is also true that 
when one makes a new will and omits some provi-
sions in an old one, the former provisions are no part 
of the new one. Hayes must prove fir st that the 
Psalms have been incorporated into the new Testa-  

ment, and then he must explain how he takes the 
instruments of Psalms and eliminates the bur ning 
of incense and animal sacrifices. These are a part of 
Psalms also. "Remember all thy offer ings, and accept 
thy burnt sacr ifice; Selah" (Psa. 20:3). "Then shalt 
thou be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, 
with burnt offer ing and whole burnt offer ing: then 
shall they offer bullocks upon thine altar" (Psa. 51: 
19). "I will go into thy house with burnt offer ings: I 
will pay thee my vows, which my lips have uttered, 
and my mouth hath spoken, when I was in trouble. 
I will offer unto thee burnt sacrifices of fatlings, with 
the incense of rams; I will offer bullocks with goats. 
Selah" (Psa. 66:13-15). 

E ither the Psalms are a part of the New T esta-
ment or they are not. In the words of Hayes in this 
very paragraph from which I  have just quoted: "To 
discount them because they happened to be a part of 
the Old would be foolish. It would be an attempt to 
question the power  and author ity of the one who 
made the will." E very argument Hayes will make 
from Psalms to prove instrumental music in worship 
today I will make for the bur ning the incense of 
rams and the offer ing of animal sacrifice. 

The wr iter then quotes Colossians 3:16 to the ef-
fect that the apostle Paul said to teach and admonish 
one another "in psalms, hymns and spir itual songs 
singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord." He 
argues that some "wish to cloud the issue" by claim-
ing the word psalms means "a spir itual song." No, 
this is not the case so far  as I  am concerned. But 
Paul did say in this passage what to do with the 
"psalms" —  "singing with grace in your  hearts to 
the Lord." He did not say "play." But if the word 
psalms demanded playing, which it does not, the in-
struments are specified and must be used. In Psalm 
149:3 the dance, timbrel and harp are specified as 
instruments. In Psalm 150:3-5 the trumpet, psalter, 
harp, timbrel, dance, stringed instruments, organs, 
loud cymbals, and high sounding cymbals are speci-
fied. Do these people use all these instruments speci-
fied? It is as wrong to substitute or omit the instru-
ments specified as it is to substitute or omit what is 
specified upon the Lord's table. I f  not, why not? 

Hayes says that some of his opponents cite John 
10:34 as proof that the psalms were a part of the 
law. T he passage says, "Jesus answered them, Is it 
not wr itten in your law, I said, Ye are gods?" In 
Psalm 82:6 the language is: "I have said, Ye are 
gods; and all of you are children of the most High." 

Hayes  says:  "T his  is  a mistake, for  the verse 
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r eads, 'I have said, ye are God's; and all of you are 
childr en of the Most High.' Notice the past tense, 'I  
have said,' using a quotation found in the law. In 
Deuter onomy 14:1 we have the ver se r efer r ed to in 
both John and Psalms: 'Ye ar e the childr en of the 
L or d your God.' " 

L et me place in parallel these thr ee verses and you 
judge which is the quotation. John 10:34 says, 
"Jesus answer ed them, I s i t  not wr i t ten in your  
law . . ." Now what does Jesus say was written in 
your law? 

John 10:34 — "I  said, Ye ar e gods?" Psalms 82:6 —  
"I have said, Ye ar e gods; . . ." Deut.  14:1 — "Ye 
ar e the childr en of  t he L or d your God; . . ." 

In the f i rst two statements the only diff er ence is 
that one additional wor d is f ound in Psalm 82:6 —  
the wor d "have"; otherwise the statements ar e 
identical. But only two wor ds in Deuter onomy 14:1 
ar e f ound in either  o f  the f i r st two statements —  
"Ye ar e." 

T her e ar e at least two serious er r or s in this ar gu-
ment. First, all Jesus said was wr itten "in your law" 
was, "I  said, Ye ar e gods?" Nothing in these ver ses 
in John say, "Ye ar e the childr en of the L or d your 
God." T he last part of Psalm 82:6 does says, ". . . and 
all of you ar e childr en of the most High," but Jesus 
did not quote this as a par t  o f  what he said was 
"writ ten in your law." T he only statement f or which 
we ar e to look that Jesus said was "writ ten in your 
law" is "I  said, Ye are gods?" T hese words are cer -
tainly not f ound in Deuter onomy 14:1 or  any other  
ver se in the Old T estament. 

I n the second place, Hayes misquotes Psalm 82:6. 
He says, "T his is a mistake, f or  the ver se r eads, 'I  
have said, ye ar e God's; and all of you ar e childr en 
of  the most High.' " He made it appear  t hat the 
meaning is that "you belong to God" by saying "ye 
are God's." T his is a per version of the verse, either  
deliberately or ignorantly. 

John 10:34 speaks of  something wr i t ten in the 
law, and Psalm 82:6 is the only place wher e these 
wor ds of  Jesus ar e found. It must follow that Psalms 
was included in the law. 

T he New T estament or  covenant, all of it, must 
depend upon the death of the one who made the 
testament. "For wher e a testament is, ther e must 
also of necessity be the death of the testator. For a 
testament is of  f or ce aft er  men ar e dead: other wise 
it is of no st rength at all while the testator l iveth" 
(Heb. 9:16,17). T he T estament under  which we now 
live, called the second (Heb. 8:7), the new (Heb. 8: 
8,13), a better  t estament (Heb. 7:22), did not be-
come ef fective until af ter  Chr ist died. Whatever part  
of the Old T estament that became a part of the New 
must be stated in the New. 

T his New T estament could not become ef fective 
until after  the r esur r ection of Chr ist and his ascen-
sion to the right hand of God. T he conditions of this 
new covenant demand a belief in the r esur rection of  
Chr ist (1 Cor. 15:1-4; 14-17; Rom. 10:9, 10). One 
could not believe this f act until after it happened.  

In addition to this, Chr ist had to become a high 
pr iest before the law was changed. "For the pr iest-
hood being changed, ther e is made of necessity a 
change also of  t he law" (Heb. 7:12). But Chr i st  
could not be a pr i est on ear th.  "For  i f  he wer e on  

 

ear th, he should not be a priest, seeing that ther e ar e 
priests that of f er  gifts accor ding to the law" (Heb. 
8 :4 ) .  Chr ist had to become a pr iest before the law 
was changed, and since he had to ascend to the right 
hand of God bef or e he was made a pr iest, the new 
law could not be in force before this time.  

Chr ist would rule when he sat upon his throne, and 
he would also "be a priest upon his throne" ( Zech. 
6:13). When Chr ist began to rule he was the high 
pr iest upon his throne. From all this we lear n that 
the new covenant was not in f or ce until after  the 
death of Christ, the r esur r ection of Christ, and after  
he was made L ord upon his throne and became priest. 
T he Psalms wer e in existence and in force before all 
this took place, and not one word in the New T esta-
ment indicates that the 150 Psalms wer e made a part  
of the New T estament.  

Hayes says further, "Now we ask any thinking 
Christian, Why did not David appear on the Mount 
of  T r ansf iguration? T he answer  i s simple. T he 
Psalms wer e not done away with but ar e to be used 
in the New T estament church to 'teach and ad-
monish.' " 

I would like to know how Hayes knows David rep-
r esented the Psalms anywher e. E ver y student of the 
Bible knows that he did not wr ite all the 150 Psalms. 

I n the intr oduction to Psalms by Henr y and Scott, 
Volume 3, page 92, I  counted 13 diff er ent writers as-
signed to many of the Psalms and in addition the 
term "Various" was assigned to the r est. 82 ar e said 
to have been wri t ten by David in this volume. 

Alber t  Bar nes in his intr oduction to Psalms said: 
"So many of them, however, are the composition of  
David, that it is customar y to speak of them as 'T he 
P salms of David,' though it is pr obable that not 
much mor e than half of the psalms in the collection 
wer e wr itten by him. Of the one hundr ed and fifty 
comprising the collection, according to the enumer a-
tion in the Hebr ew manuscripts, not quite one- half  
ar e usually ascribed to him." 

Barnes, ascribes Psalm 90 to Moses. If Hayes' rea-
soning that the appear ance of those with Chr ist on  
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the Mount of  T r ansfiguration r epr esents the law and 
prophets, it just could be that Moses also r epresented 
the Psalms, since he wr ote one of them. T his is the 
reasoning of Hayes, not mine. 

I n T he Inter national Standar d Bible Encyclopae-
dia, Volume IV, page 2488, concerning the authorship 
of Psalms: "(4)  Testimony of the titles as to author-
ship. —  (a)  Psa. 90 is ascribed to Moses, (b) to 
David 73 pss ar e ascribed, chiefly in Books I and 
II ." 

T he entir e ar gument of P. W. Hayes for the musi-
cal instrument in worship is as illogical and unscrip-
tural as the ar gument of  a Methodist preacher  f or  
sprinkling infants. He star ts with the assumption 
that David r epr esented the Psalms, Moses the L aw, 
and E lias the P rophets on the Mount of  T ransfigur a-
tion. T his he could never  pr ove by the wor d of God. 
He then assumes that the absence of David at the 
T r ansfiguration indicated that the Psalms wer e a 
part of the New Covenant. T his he could never prove 
by God's word. Finally, he assumes that musical in-
struments ar e to be used on the basis that they ar e 
found in Psalms, but incense of  r ams and animal 
sacrifices are not to be used even though they too are 
f ound in the Psalms. 

T he last statement by Hayes in his tr act tells his 
attitude towar d the whole matter .  "How happy I am 
that David did not appear on the Mount of  T rans-
figuration." He wants the instrument in wor ship to 
God and is happy that David did not appear on the 
Mount to take away the Psalms. When a man wants 
to see something, he sees it; if he does not want to 
see, he does not see. 

 

A GREAT WOMAN HAS 
FINISHED HER COURSE 

H. E. Phillips 

On the mor ning of February 21, 1967 I  r eceived 
wor d that "Nannie" Heist had passed f r om this life. 
Only a f ew days bef or e I had been by the house to 
see her  and that familiar ,  warm smile gr eeted me 
even though she was very weak. She had been ill f or  
some time and welcomed the end when it came. 

"Nannie," as she was so well known by so many 
people, lived with her  daughter  and son- in- law, E liza-
beth and Har ry W. Pickup, Sr., in T emple T er race, 
Florida. She was bor n in New Middleton, T ennessee 
87 years ago, and through the years had gr own to be 
one of the gr eatest examples of  a Chr istian I have 
ever known. I have known her  f or many year s and 
have never been with her f ive minutes without get-
ting a little closer  to God and gr eater  encouragement 
to do the will of God. She was that kind of a person. 
T he greatness of her l i fe as a child of God r ef lects in 
her  childr en, grandchildr en and gr eat grandchildr en, 
as well as thousands who have come in contact with 
her  t hr ough the year s. 

T her e ar e some Chr ist- like tr aits this good woman 
developed that each of  us should strive to attain. She 
was a woman of unwavering faith in God and His 
wor d. Her  convictions did not depend upon what 
other s said or thought; she settled ever y question by 
what the wor d of God taught. She knew what she 
believed and why. 

"Nannie" was a kind and under standing woman. 
T o me she always displayed a smile and tone of voice 
that r ef l ected a t ender  and under standing hear t .  
She was ster n with er r or  and had no sympathy f or  
compromise, but her  warm smile and encouraging 
speech would lead those around her to a closer walk 
with the Master . 

My sister in Chr ist was a patient and enduring 
woman. She was patient in her  suffering so long be-
for e she was r eleased f r om that body of clay. It takes 
a deep faith and a lot of patience to endur e a long 
period of  suffering in body without complaining. T his 
she had lear ned to do. 

She had an unwavering hope in Chr ist. She be-
lieved the promise of God that ther e was a r est for 
God's people, but she knew that this hope was based 
upon an obedient faith in Chr ist and his wor d. She 
continually tr ied to be obedient to all that the word 
taught to the ver y best of her under standing.  

T o me her  l i fe as I knew it could be told in the 
wor ds of the Holy Spiri t  regar ding some of the peo-
ple of God in days past. "And being not weak in 
f aith . . ." (Rom. 4:19) ; (she)  "stagger ed not at the 
promise of God thr ough unbelief; but was strong in 
faith, giving glory to God" (Rom. 4:20) ; "I am cruci-
f ied with Chr ist: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but 
Chr ist liveth in me: and the lif e which I now live in 
the f lesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved me, and gave himself  f or  me" (Gal. 2:20); 
"For I am now r eady to be of f er ed, and the time of  
my depar tu re is at hand. I  have f ought a good fight, 
I have finished by cour se, I have kept the faith: 
hencef orth ther e is laid up for  me a cr own of right -
eousness, which the L or d, the righteous judge, shall 
give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto 
all them also that love his appearing" ( I I  T im.  4 :  
6-8). "Blessed ar e the dead which die in the L ord 
f r om henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may 
r est  f rom their  labours; and their works do f ollow 
them" (Rev. 14:13).  

On Fr iday mor ning, February 21, the funeral serv-
ices wer e held in T ampa, Flor ida. T he aged body in 
which that noble spirit had dwelt f or 87 year s was 
laid to r est until the r esur rection. T he funer al was 
rather unusual in that it was char acter ized with joy 
mingled with sor r ow. T he joy which she wanted on 
this occasion r ested upon the gr eat hope which she 
and all pr esent had because of her  f aith and lif e. 

Her  gr eat grandson Har r y Pickup I I I  dir ected con-
gr egational singing of several songs. Her  grandson, 
Har ry W. Pickup, Jr ., spoke f r om the word of God on 
the attributes of gr eatness. Homer Hailey and Gr iffin 
Copeland dir ected the hear ts of  all pr esent in prayer  
to God. Her  son- in- law, Har ry W. Pickup, Sr ., one of  
the gr eatest men I know in the kingdom of Chr ist, 
spoke of  f aith as it is r evealed in the wor d of God 
and as he knew it in the lif e of  "Nannie" Heist. He 
stated that these ar r angements had been made by 
"Nannie" bef or e she died. 

E lizabeth Pickup, the daughter  of  sister Heist and 
wif e of Harry Pickup, Sr., is among the most noble 
and godly women I have ever  known. Her  l i fe and 
faith is like that of her mother :  str ong and unwav-
ering. 

T o E lizabeth and Har r y, their  childr en and gr and-
childr en we extend our  sincer e and deepest sympathy 
in their loss —  and our loss —  and shar e with them  
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the joy of the hope in Chr ist Jesus. As we steadily 
walk the r oad of life and come into the shadows of  
night, may our lives be such that we can enter the 
valley of the shadow of death without fear  and with 
all hope and joy. My wife and I  are richer  and better  
because we knew "Nannie" Heist f or many year s. 

 

T he term eunoia occurs only once in the Gr eek 
T estament ( excluding the occur r ence in the T extus 
Receptus in I  Cor. 7:3). T his single occur r ence is 
E ph. 6:7. Her e the term is also defined as "good-
will," "kindness." It is dif f icult to see the shade of  
differ ence in the nouns eudokia and eunoia. Both 
terms employ the adverb eu, "well" in their  compo-
sitions. But the former  term attaches to this adver b 
the verb dokeo, "seem," "think," "will," and the lat-
ter  term attaches to the adverb the verb noeo, "to 
per ceive with the mind." 

 
 

BENEVOLENCE NO. 2  
CHRESTOTES 

T he Gr eek noun chrestotes may be r ender ed by 
our  E nglish wor d "benevolence." I n this term ther e 
is no idea of harshness or bit ter ness, inasmuch as 
these qualities ar e laid aside because the love of  sel f  
is swallowed up in a gr eater love. Our  E nglish word 
"benignity" t ranslates chrestotes in the Rheims Ver -
sion. Probably our  E nglish wor d "kindness" is closer  
to the t rue meaning of  chrestotes. T he verb form of 
the noun is r ender ed "kindness" in I Cor. 13:4 (liter -
ally, "love is . . .  being kind") .  Thayer  defines chres-
totes, "moral goodness, integrity," ( Lexicon, p. 672). 
T he noun occurs ten times in the Gr eek T estament. 
T hese occur rences, including der ivatives of the noun, 
are the following: Rom. 2:4, 3:12, 11:22, II Cor. 6:6, 
Gal. 5:22, E ph. 2:7, Col. 3:12, T it. 3:4.  

AGATHOSUNE 
T he noun agathosune is best  t ranslated "good-

ness," in the sense of  active goodness or beneficence. 
I ts use may be seen in Rom. 15:14, Gal. 5:22, E ph. 
5:9, II T hess. 1:11. It st resses conduct; wher eas 
chr estotes stresses disposition. Agathosune is chres-
totes in action. On the other  hand, chrestotes is po-
tential agathosune. The four occurrences of the lat-
ter  term are those cited above. 

According to T hayer, agathosune occurs only in 
Biblical writings, but Moulton denies this assertion 
and says it is of no weight inasmuch as any wri ter  
was f r ee to coin an abstract of this sort. Notwith-
standing this assertion of Moulton, L iddell and Scott 
give no classical Gr eek occur r ences of the term nor 
does Moulton cite any "profane" use of the abstract 
agathosune. I t  is t rue that sune as a suffix is of ten 
attached to various Gr eek nouns ( f or instance, di-
kaiosune, "righteousness"), but the f act r emains 
that whether  a man was "f r ee to coin any abst ract" 
or  not, we do not have uses of  agathosune outside the 
Greek T estament. 

EUDOKIA AND EUNOIA 
T he former word denotes particularly, "goodwill," 

"kindly intent," "benevolence." T hayer  r emar ks that 
this term is unknown in pr ofane writings, and Moul-
ton concedes that the term is "apparently confined to 
Jewish and Christian literatur e" (The Vocabulary of 
the Greek New Testament, p. 260). 

"T he paper gets better  and better.  Keep up the 
good work. It is doing untold good wher ever it goes. 
T he November  i ssue is the best yet." —  Roy S. 
Fudge, Clovis, Calif.  

"I think you and brother  Miller  are doing a won-
derful job editing this paper." —  Mr s. J. B. McIn-
tur f f ,  Rector, Ar k. 

"E njoy your paper very much." —  W. M. McJun-
kins, Saratoga, Ar k. 

"I  enjoy the paper ver y much, so many good arti -
cles. I especially enjoy your  editorials." —  D. W. H. 
Shelton, T ampa, Fla. 

"We enjoy r eading the fine articles in your paper. 
We don't want to miss an issue." —  H. H. Gantt, 
Wauchula, Fla. 

"I  feel this paper ,  Sear ching T he Scr iptur es, to be 
one of the best and most  r eliable publications we 
have today. I pray that you and br other  Miller will 
have many mor e year s to devote to pr eaching the 
t rue gospel, both in the pulpit and by the wr itten 
word. May the L ord bless you in your  work." —  Col. 
James F.  Lewis, Palmetto, Fla. 

"Both my wif e and I  r ead and gr eatly enjoy and 
ar e st rengthened by the many fine ar t icles found in 
Searching T he Scriptures. We ar e indeed grateful to 
you for your ef f or ts in making this work the wonder -
ful  success that it has been in def ending the truth 
and in encouraging your  r eaders." —  T . S. McCants, 
T ampa, Fla. 

"Appr eciate the many good art icles you publish. 
After we read them we pass it on to some of  our  good 
f r iends." —  L . A. War for d, Glendale, Ar iz. 

"T he paper  continues to be of the highest quality. 
May the L or d continue to bless you who ar e con-
nected with its administr ation with wisdom and 
judgment." —  J. R. Snell, Gr enada, Miss. 

"I look forward to receiving each copy. Keep up 
the good wor k." —  Kermit Puckett, Clintwood, Va.  

"I wish I  had the means to send this wonderful  
publication to many mor e people to shar e the enjoy-
ment I  have r eading and lear ning fr om it." —  Mr s. 
Maude Fielding, Plant City, Fla.  

"I  enjoy r eading your paper. May you continue to 
pr esent the truth, and stand f i rm against all er r or ." 
—  R. D. Simmons, Sr., Victor ia, T exas. 

"Your  paper  continues to be of  gr eat inter est and 
help to us." —  Covie Renf r oe, Wilder sville, T erm.  

"We enjoy r eading it, and think you ar e doing a 
fine work. Keep up the good work." —  C. P. Lindsey, 
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Bell, Fla. 
"I think your  paper  i s f ine and appr eciate your  

good wor k." —  Beulah Sparks, Athens, Ala. 
"Keep up the good wor k and may God bless you." 

—  Doug-  D. Bauer , Rhodesia, Africa. 
"You are doing a wonderful job. Keep up the good 

wor k." —  E dgar  C. Walker, Shepher dsville, Ky. 
"I think you ar e doing an excellent wor k with this 

paper  and am encouraging all who will to subscr ibe 
to it." —  R. L . Morr ison, E l Centro, Calif.  

"E njoy Sear ching T he S cr ip tu res ver y much. 
Please renew my subscription." —  Henr y Clifton, Jr., 
Nashville, T enn. 

"May I  commend you for a very neat and useful 
periodical." —  Cecil  Cox,  Richmond, Va. 

"Continue the good wor k in Searching T he Scrip-
tur es." —  James Ray Binkley, Joelton, T enn. 

"We continue to enjoy Sear ching T he Scriptures. 
Keep up the good work." —  Douglas M. Black, L a-
Fayette, Ga. 

"We appr eciate the good wor k you ar e doing. I  
also enjoy r eading Searching T he Scriptures." —  H. 
A. Mobley, L oveland, Ohio. 

"T he November  issue was exceedingly f ine." —  
Sam Garr ison, Nashville, T enn. 

"I  continue to enjoy ver y much Searching T he 
Scriptures." —  Ar nold Ray Wilmoth, Cookeville, 
Tenn. 

"Your paper  Searching T he Scriptures gets better  
ever y year." —  Char les F. House, San L uis, Ar iz. 

"I  received my December  copy of  Searching T he 
Scriptur es and am ver y pleased with your fine paper. 
It thrills me to find someone who will defend God's 
wor d against the 'human or ganizations' that ar e t ry-
ing to take over." —  Marshall Norman, Excelsior 
Springs, Mo. 
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to thr ow these New T estaments into the flames with 
their own hands. 

William Roye escaped to Portugal although his 
"escape" was not f or long. T he Catholic Inquisition 
caused his body to be bur ned. 

John Fr ith went into E ngland from Antwerp that 
he might "set abr oad the mer cy of our  L or d and 
Saviour  Jesus Chr ist." Only a short time elapsed be-
for e he was placed in the stocks at Reading. He was 
r eleased at the r equest of a school master  who had 
hear d him pr aying aloud in excellent L atin. But he 
was again impr isoned and condemned by Bishop 
Stokesly and Bishop Gar diner . 

A young man by the name of Hewet, a tailor by 
trade, had let it be known that he agr eed with John 
Frith as to his r eligious views. T her efor e, Hewet was 
r ounded up along with Frith. T hey wer e both bound 
at the same stake and committed to the flames of  
Catholicism. As the people watched this hor r ible 
spectr e, a pr i est war ned the cr owd not to pray for  
the two bur ning men, "anymor e than you would f or  
a dog." 

As the flames pr ogr essed, John Frith smiled and 
prayed f or  those who had committed him to the 
flames. He joyfully declar ed that he suf fer ed for the 
sake of  Chr ist. Frith's last earthly remar ks wer e to 
the ef f ect that he was thankful that the f lames had 
been car r ied by the wind, so that the tor ture of his 
young f r iend, Hewet, had been shor tened. 

William T yndale was f i rst  strangled and then 
bur ned at the stake near  Antwer p, on the char ge of  
HE RE S Y! T yndale's last wor ds wer e, "L or d, open 
the eyes of the King of  E ngland!" 

I t  is also inter esting to note that non - Catholic 
Bibles were publicly burned by some Roman Catholic 
pr iests at Champlain, New Yor k, as late as the mid-
dle of the nineteenth centur y. 

 

THE CAUSE: "EVERY CHURCH" OR 
"UNIVERSAL CHURCH" —  WHICH? 

It would be amusing to consider what bro. Lovell 
meant about fulfilling  "all the commandments fo r  
the universal church." Of  course, since he alr eady 
pr oposed "Action by a univer sal chur ch f or  a uni-
ver sal cause," this must be HIS  answer how to ful -
fill "all the commandments . . ." T his is CAT HOLI -
CISM pur e and simple! T his would mean, then, for  
one elder ship to assume the over sight of all the 
churches, or the chur ch universal as "its program 
having to do with mission work in the world." And 
that is what br o. L ovell is contending for. Again we 
must know that this principle by which the elder s of  
the Ot ter  Cr eek chur ch in Nashville ar e assuming 
the over sight of "mission wor k in the wor ld" as 
"their  program" (sponsoring elder s)  is the ver y 
same principle by which the elder s of the Highland 
chur ch in T exas ar e promoting such a nation- wide 

ar rangement as the Her ald of  T r uth. Only the High-
land elder s claimed it was str ictly a "local" work 
wher eas br o. L ovell is bold enough to be honest  
about the whole thing —  i t  is action intended to 
make the church universal to operate. T his principle 
holds true for  any type of  "sponsoring" ar r angement 
made anywher e. I n r eality, this is even mor e deadly 
than Campbell's cr y f or  "cooperation" for this is but 
the initial step in the evolution of the hierarchy in 
which "the bishop of  Rome was r ecognized as the 
leader  of the chur ch and assumed the title of pope." 

Further ,  i f  ever y church has a r esponsibility (and 
we claim this is t r ue)   t hen why not allow ever y  
church   car ry  out   its  r esponsibility   separate   and 
apart from any organizational ties with a sponsoring 
church ? Wher e do we r ead that elders of one church 
"sponsor ed" something for another  chur ch? How can 
ever y church car r y out its r esponsibility while at the 
same time it submits its wor k to the oversight, super -
vision, "guidance and dir ection" of  the sponsoring 
chur ch such as the Otter  Cr eek in Nashville? L ovell 
proved his inconsistency when he spoke of the Otter  
Cr eek chur ch "on T HE I R PROGRAM having to do 
with mission wor k in the world." QUESTION: If the 
"mission wor k  in  the  world"  is  "their  program" 
(Otter  Cr eek),  then wher ein lies the r esponsibility 
of  "ever y chur ch?" T owar d the "whole wor ld" or  
towar d the Otter  Cr eek chur ch which has assumed 
the   "r esponsibility?"   I f    Lovell   is  promoting  the 
Otter  Cr eek chur ch to sponsor  or  assume this "r e-
sponsibility" then why speak of  "E VE RY CHURCH" 
having the whole world obligation and r esponsibil -
ity ? How utter ly senseless it is to speak of the Otter 
Creek church with r egar d to their program having 
to do with "mission work in the world," ask churches 
to "turn their  gi f ts over to the tr easury to be for -
war ded to the elders of the church SPONSORING 
the pro ject .  .  ." and yet speak of  "ever y chur ch" 
having a responsibility. If the Otter  Creek elders are 
SPONSORING this wor k,  is not,  then,  the Ot ter  
Creek church RESPONSIBL E ? Can we imagine any-
one sponsoring something without r eceiving or  as-
suming responsibility for i t? T hat is the ver y sin of  
SPONSORING   CHURCHES — it   takes   away   the 
RE S P ONS I BI L I T Y br o.  L ovell  claims  E VE RY 
CHURCH is to have with r egar d to the wor k God 
gave it!  

Just how does ever y church have the wor ld-wide 
responsibility? Accor ding to L ovell, if ever y chur ch 
had the whole world responsibility, then since T exas 
is a part of the whole wor ld, the chur ch in Nashville 
is "r esponsible" for the wor k ther e. And that would 
mean that the chur ch in T exas is "r esponsible" f or  
the work in Nashville, which would mean, that while 
the elders at Otter  Creek are sponsoring the Kor ean 
work as "their program" the church in Abilene ( f or  
example) is responsible f or it because Nashville cer -
tainly is in this "whole world." And if you may think 
this is ridiculous, it is only because of the pr oposi-
tion set forth by bro. Lovell concerning every church 
having the "whole world obligation and r esponsi-
bility." 

We have the right to know just wher e does the 
Bible teach that "every church" has the whole world 
"obligation and r esponsibility?" I n what sense does 
he mean this? Did the Jerusalem chur ch have the 
"whole wor ld obligation" at Antioch, f or  example? 
When the chur ch in Jerusalem was scatter ed by per -  
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secution (Acts 8:4) it was "scat ter ed abr oad." 
Where did they go ? So "T HE Y THAT WERE SCAT-
T E RED WENT EVERYWHERE." Did the Jerusa-
lem chur ch go to Antioch? "Now they WHICH 
WE RE SCAT T E RED ABROAD . . . travelled as far  
as Phenice and Cyprus AND ANT I OCH" (Acts 11: 
19). It was not the Jerusalem chur ch which came —  
it was scattered. Some went one place, some another; 
hence it was individuals who came to Antioch. Now 
if the chur ch (Jerusalem) functioned her e in con-
nection with any "whole world obligation" as some 
would need to suppose and endorse what they teach, 
then we have a LOCAL CHURCH (one of the "every 
church" of  L ovell's assumption) functioning as a 
universal church AFTER IT  WAS SCAT T E RED 
ABROAD and after the members of the Jerusalem 
chur ch went E VE RYWHE RE . 

A gr eat number believed at Antioch, and as a r e-
sult, the Antioch chur ch was established. (S t range 
that this church could be established in those days 
without some "sponsoring elders" (or  apostles)  f r om 
Jerusalem "guiding" and "dir ecting" this "project" 
as their  "pr ogr am of work." Maybe these br ethr en 
knew something bro. L ovell either didn't know or for -
got.) No, the Jerusalem chur ch did not function 
her e in view of any so-called "whole world obliga-
tions," but rather the Antioch chur ch functioned and 
fulfilled its obligation with r egard to its mission IN 
T HAT  ARE A. 

In Acts 11:22 we r ead that the "tidings of these 
things came unto the ear s of the chur ch which was 
at Jerusalem: and they sent f orth Bar nabas, that he 
should go as far  as Antioch . . ." Now we know that 
the "scatter ed" of the Jer usalem chur ch "came to 
Antioch" to pr each the gospel which resulted in the 
establishment of the church ther e. Did the Jerusalem 
church "sponsor " a campaign at Antioch when they 
sent Bar nabas ther e? What ver se tells us they did? 
What verse tells us which church, or  churches "for -
war ded (their gifts) to the elders of the church 
SPONSORING T HIS PROJE CT " as L ovell proposed 
churches ought to with r efer ence to the Otter  Cr eek 
chur ch and their  pr ogram of work in Korea? T hey 
didn't r eceive a dime (Jerusalem br ethr en) but sent 
BARNABAS, A MAN, A CHRISTIAN, A GOSPE L  
PRE ACHE R, not $$$$ (money) to the Antioch 
chur ch!  T his wri ter  was just r ecently "sent" to an-
other place to pr each in a ser ies of gospel meetings. 
But as in the case of  the Jerusalem chur ch, the 
church to which I went did not r eceive money from 
other  churches to SPONSOR their wor k. Neither did 
the chur ch from which I was "sent" collect money 
from all  over to sponsor their  ef f or ts to "send" me. 

Consider  the wor k at Philippi. After  the chur ch 
was fully organized with its bishops and deacons 
(Phil. 1:1) it carr ied on its work in view of its "obli-
gations" and "r esponsibility" ther e.  Each chur ch 
was or ganized and fully equipped, accor ding to its 
capacity to take car e of i ts "obligation" in the ar ea 
it existed. T hus, when all chur ches thr oughout the 
wor ld car r i ed out their  duties in their  r espective 
places, then the "whole world obligation" was met 
and satisf ied, and without a single instance wher e 
one chur ch sponsor ed "their program" having to do 
with mission wor k in the world. T hus the "whole 
wor ld obligation and r esponsibility" was fully met 
Why not the same today ? 

 
"THE LEMMONS-LOVELL 

EXCHANGE" 

We use the wor ds "liberal" and "conser vative" to 
descr ibe the two gr oups of the split, which has taken 
place within the confines of the chur ch, during the 
last two decades. Some take of f ence at such wor ds 
but until someone comes up with a better  way to 
describe the gr oups, I  shall continue to use them.  

Wher e human beings are involved, it; is inevitable 
that cer tain pr oblems will ar ise. T his is true among 
the ones who stand opposed to centralized contr ol in 
all its f orms, as well as the ones who have br ought 
their  innovations into the chur ch of our Lord. Some-
times the "liberals" will play up the problems of the 
"conser vatives" in order to gain gr ound. One should 
not be deceived, because it is not all peace and tr an-
quility in the liberal camps. T hey ar e having thei r  
pr oblems over  the Holy Spir i t  and how f ast the 
chur ch should be led into apostasy! Some want to 
put on the br akes, while other s want to acceler ate. 
T hey ar e divided into two basic gr oups. Fi rst, we 
might call some of  them "conser vative liber als." 
T hen another  gr oup might be called "extr eme liber-
als." It is a well known fact that br other  Reuel L em-
mons likes to keep his foot on the brake and allow 
these encr oachments to come in r ather  slowly. On 
the other  hand, br other  Jimmie L ovell wants to go 
all the way and do it now! It was bound to happen —  
they clashed. I n br other  L ovell's paper  called 
"Action," he prints an art icle by L emmons and then 
takes him to the spir itual woodshed. Actually, these 
men ar e both right and wr ong. L emmons is right to 
t ry to stop some of  the innovations but wr ong in 
that he is inconsistent. L ovell is right to point out 
the inconsistencies but wr ong in taking the chur ch 
into complete apostasy. Br other  L emmons, in his 
ar t icle took his usual "middle of the r oad" position 
but in the latter part of the article, cracked down on 
institutionalism and made it look like something one 
might see in "Sear ching the Scriptures" or the "Gos-
pel Guar dian." 

He said, "Post-war  climate in the chur ch has pr o-
duced unusual tensions. It has been one of our  aims 
to bridge the polarit ies which this age has er ected 
between br ethr en insofar  as is possible. T he need of  
our  century, and mor e precisely of our decade, is f or  
men who are dedicated to the closing of wounds and 
the bridging of gaps. Debates and ar guments be-
tween br ethr en ar e pr esented in terms of i r reconcil-
iables. Liberals or legalists, love or justice, confor m-
ists or  non-conf ormists —  these ar e the polarities 
between which br ethr en ar e being asked to choose. 
Radicals may expr ess disdain f or us for  not choosing 
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the ditch on either  side, but none of them can suc-
cessfully glor y over  having proved that the middle 
of the road between these extremes doesn't please 
the Lord. A clear choice, alas, is not always as easy 
as the polemicists would make it appear, and if the 
church is ever to find any salvation from the tor-
tured position in which it finds itself crucified, it will 
surely not be in a clear choice of one of the poles, 
but by a transcendence of them. If  we are to survive 
we must continually search for the truth which al-
ways lies somewhere between the extremes. 

"One of the battles to which we must commit our-
selves is in the insistence that the church be allowed 
to remain the church. It must continue to be the 
pillar  and ground of the truth. It must be main-
tained as God's only glor ifying institution. Institu-
tionalism seems to be especially popular, and breth-
ren seem to have the idea that the church by itself, 
and in itself, is helpless or weak, and that we must 
organize some special, hard-core group, with a name 
and title befitting its special function, to do the work 
of the church. Brethren who are calling attention to 
the germ of apostasy before it grows its head and 
horns are doing the church a service. T hey br ing 
down upon themselves the wrath of the promoters of 
projects, but brethren, they have a valid point. Why 
can't brethren, and young people especially —  work 
in the church as the church, and let the church and 
not a 'corps,' and 'exodus' or an 'operation' get the 
credit?" 

I want to thank brother  Lemmons for saying that 
some of us are doing the church a favor by calling 
attention to the "germ of apostasy" before it grows 
its head and horns. He says we have a VALID point! 
I wonder how far brother Lemmons thinks it will 
have to go before one can see its horns? Frankly, I  
believe they have been in existence for several years. 

Evidently brother Lovell didn't like the "tone" of 
brother  Lemmons' article, so he had to reply. As all 
liberals, he COULD NOT meet the arguments so he 
pointed out some inconsistencies on the part of Lem-
mons. He said, "Reuel, I feel you stopped too soon. 
You might have included the Firm Foundation Pub-
lishing House, T ipton Orphan Home, Vacation Bible 
School, Abilene Christian College, Pan-American 
Lectureship, Preston Road School of Preaching, 
Ladies Bible Class, Ibaraki Christian College Foun-
dation and dozens of other such projects, but I  cer-
tainly do not mention these to take away the great 
words of wisdom you have spoken above even though 
I find some of them very difficult to follow." 

Now if brother Lovell found that brother  Lem-
mons had spoken "words of wisdom," why would he 
find it difficult to follow? Does he mean that he 
doesn't want to follow wisdom? Or could he mean 
that he did not understand what brother  Lemmons 
was talking about? I  doubt it. Brother Lovell pulled 
out an old tr ick by grouping a number of things to-
gether which are not parallel. He mentions Ladies 
Bible Class along with T ipton Orphan Home, and 
anyone who can see through a step ladder, knows 
they are not parallel. Some of the things he mentions 
I know nothing about. For example, I don't know 
what that Pan-Amer ican Lectureship is; or Preston 
Road School of Preaching is not too clear. As Reuel 
says, the church has started so many "corps," "exo-
dus," and "operations" that I  can't keep up with 
them. 

Gentle reader, brother Lemmons knows we are 
dr ifting. Even brother Lovell said he spoke "words 
of wisdom." In another article brother Lovell said, 
"I would hate to have a dog that did not bark a little 
now and then." Well, I want to say, that if he is a 
watch dog, I want him to not only bark a little, I  
want him to BITE!  

Brethren, just a little barking will not stop the 
innovator. 

 

THE NEED FOR DEACONS TO BE INFORMED 

Not only is there a need for elders and evange-
lists to be informed both concerning the problems 
that confront them and what the Bible solution to 
those problems is, but the deacons are likewise in 
need of being informed concerning the problems that 
face them and the Bible solution to them. 

The Bible mentions the work of deacons, Phil. 1:1. 
Many believe the first deacons in the church are 
found in Acts 6. The Holy Spir it gave the qualifica-
tions for them in I  T im. 3. From these verses we 
learn that there were a plurality of them in each 
congregation. T he work was that of service in a 
special way. Just as Satan has certain ways to de-
ceive the other children of God, he has ways of seek-
ing to capture the deacons. 

(1) One way that the Devil seeks to trap the dea-  
con is by making him think that he is a ruler in the 
congregation.   In   fact,   there   are   some   churches 
whose rulers are the board of deacons. Such an ar -  
rangement is a perversion of New Testament teach-  
ing. T he role of a deacon is to serve not rule. But if 
Satan can get the deacons to thinking that they are 
not being considered in certain matters and can get 
them to seek to rule over the congregation, then he 
has accomplished his task. Deacons need to be in-  
formed of this device of Satan's. 

God has appointed elders over congregations to 
rule. Acts 20:28 shows that elders are to oversee the 
church of God. I Pet. 5:1-4 shows that elders are to 
have oversight of the church where they are mem-
bers. I Tim. 3:4-5 and Heb. 13:17 show that the 
elders are to rule in the congregation. I  Pet. 5:3 
shows that elders are not to be lords in the sense of 
dictators over the church. E lders are to rule with 
diligence (Rom. 12:8). When deacons begin to rule 
the congregation, they have become guilty of per-
verting the work God gave them to do and are doing 
the work that God gave elders. If Satan can get them 
to rebel at what God has ordained, his purpose is 
accomplished. 

(2) Another problem that the deacons need to in-  
form themselves about is that of failing to serve. 
Satan tr ied to get elders not to watch over the f lock 
and rule it and he likewise tried to get deacons to 
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fail to serve. Both of them are designed by Satan 
for the ver y same reason. From time to time the 
church needs service and often deacons sit down on 
the job. How many times have you seen several of 
the deacons get the jobs done that were theirs to do 
while one deacon failed to even begin to perform his 
task. If Satan can get the deacon to fail to serve, he 
has been a success so far  as that man is concerned. 
Satan can then work on another. 

(3) Often  in  congregations   deacons  are   called 
upon to serve as the treasurer of the church. Again 
Satan is ready to work here and the deacon needs to 
be informed about his activity. Satan can place the 
temptation before him that he needs to borrow some 
of the money in order to get through some tight 
spot or difficulty. Of course, Satan intends for the 
deacon to repay the amount borrowed, but then he 
needs to borrow more and more until Satan has in-  
fluenced him into borrowing from the church until 
he does not have the ability to repay. Of cour se, 
Satan is having him steal the money but he is telling 
him that he is only borrowing it and he can repay 
any time. I I  Cor. 8:21 shows that we should provide 
things honest not only in the sight of God but also 
in the sight of men. My exper ience has been that 
those who serve as treasurer of the churches where 
I  have preached have prepared detailed reports of 
the financial condition of the church and presented 
them from time to time, usually each month. Dea- 
cons, or anyone else, who take care of the Lord's 
money should be informed of the efforts of Satan 
along this line. 

(4) Another trick that Satan will pull and deacons 
need to be informed about it is getting them to really 
desire to be an elder. Someone has said that the step- 
ping stone to being an elder is being a deacon. Often 
those serving as deacons are later made elders in the 
church. However, this does not necessarily have to 
follow. But here Satan can really work.  One has 
served as a deacon for several years and Satan places 
in his head the idea that he needs to be an elder. He 
will be shown by Satan that he is not being advanced 
in the church as rapidly as he is in his business. He 
may have had several promotions in his business but 
no one has even thought that he should be considered 
as an elder. Satan gets to work on this situation, 
causing him to want to be an elder and often he will 
circulate among the members of the congregation in 
an effort to gain support to put himself in as an 
elder. Often, brethren are slow to see through a sit-  
uation of this kind. I f  one has conducted himself 
properly before his brethren demonstrating (not in 
the modern way)  before his brethren his character 
and love and concern for the Lord's church, be he 
deacon or not, in time the congregation will want 
him to ser ve as an elder. T hey will recognize his 
ability as a leader and will see that his ability is put 
to work in the Lord's cause. Paul said in I  T im. 3:6 
that an elder was to be "not a novice" and gave the 
ver y reason for such as "lest being lifted up with 
pr ide he fall into the condemnation of the devil." 
One who is in need of fur ther maturing can allow 
himself to become puffed up and come to a fall if he 
is placed into the  eldership from  the deaconship 
immaturely. 

Again, I  recognize the impossibility of touching all 
dangers and problems that the deacons will have to 
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guard against, but let these be suggestive of some. 
I n your  private study, you the reader, can add 
others. 
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". . . THEY REHEARSED ALL THAT COD HAD DONE WITH THEM . . ."— Acts 14:27  

Ralph Joiner, Punta Gorda, Fla. —  I began work, 
on a full- time basis, with the congregation here the 
second Sunday in January. I  had been preaching for 
them for  some time while supporting my family in 
secular work. This is my first experience in devoting 
my full time to preaching. The work in Punta Gorda 
is a difficult work. We suffered badly when the lib-
eral element decided to start a congregation some 
five miles from here in Port Charlotte. Being sup-
ported by Texas, they were able to erect a fine new 
building and br ing in a preacher while we have con-
tented ourselves with the old frame building in which 
we worship. They were able to woo many of our  
members away. To date all efforts to restore them 
have failed. 

Douglas M. Black, P. O. Box 627, LaFayette, Ga. 
—  As of May 23 I will be f ree to work in another  
area. We will be completing our second year at La-
Fayette about that time, and I feel it will be good to 
make a change then. LaFayette is located in North-
west Georgia, and it is 25 miles south of Chatta-
nooga, Tennessee, Faithful churches are not too 
numerous in Georgia. However, in the last five or six 
years several sound congregations have sprung up 
over Georgia, and the northwest area has really seen 
an increase in loyal groups. It really has been a privi-
lege to be involved in such growth. The brethren in 
LaFayette, of the Daugherty Street church, are busy 
in a program of teaching in homes two to three 
nights a week. With such zeal the Lord's kingdom 
can grow. Our attendance and membership show 
steady increases. 

In addit ion to the regular work with the Daugh-
erty Street church, I  have been blessed with intro-
ductions to a large number of people who live in a 
farm community between LaFayette and Chicka-
mauga. One man of this group has been baptized as 
a result of our teaching him. We have services in 
his home every Sunday at 3:00 p.m. and on Thursday 
evenings. There are other Chr istians who meet with 
us from that area. We are teaching about ten or  
more denominationalists in these services besides 
their  children. I will be preaching in a summer tent 
meeting scheduled for this area. 

Since we have been blessed with such a fine group 
of people with which to work, it is indeed difficult 
for us to consider a move. However, we feel a change 
will be best at this time. I will be available any time 
after  May of this year. Anyone wishing a reference 
on me may write to Paul Brock, P. O. Box 257, Ft. 
Oglethorpe, Georgia 30741. 

Earl Fly, P. O. Box 57, Jackson, Tenn. —  Our work 
here continues to make some progress, though slow. 
We have had 12 additions since I moved here last 
June, but some have moved to other areas to work, 
so our number has not increased much. 

Edward Fudge, Abilene, Texas —  I am preaching 
for a small group of Christians in Sweetwater, Texas 
as I finish my school work at Abilene in May. This 
small group, consisting of one family and one lady in 
addition to myself, are trying to be just what the 
Lord wants us to be. We are having several visitors. 
North Park church in Abilene is helping me finan-
cially. This group is a very dedicated and hard-work-
ing group of Chr istians. If larger assemblies worked 
as hard as this group, much more would be done. 
There is a great need for someone to move here and 
work full time in the gospel. If anyone desires infor-
mation about the work, please contact Hoyt Houchen, 
Arvid McGuire, or Stanley Lovett. 

PREACHER WANTED 

A gospel preacher is needed at a small church 
on the outskirts of Cincinnati, Ohio, on or  be-
fore June 1st. Financially able to support full 
time effort. Please contact Char les Proctor at 
6538 Donjoy Drive, Cincinnati, Ohio 45242 or 
call 891-1250. 

Charles F. House, San Luis, Ariz. —  Luis Trevino, 
a young native evangelist with whom I work, has 
been away during the month of January. He has been 
in meetings in the Rio Grande Valley of Texas, plus 
the adjoining state of Tamilipas. He is due to return 
February 5th, Lord willing. In his absence, David 
Arellano, Apolinar Franco, and Charles House, evan-
gelists of the church have been conducting the regu-
lar four public services in the building, plus the one 
regular service being conducted on a farm weekly. 
Brother Luis Trevino, Box 348, San Luis, Ariz. 
85349, lost much of his support in December. He and 
his family are trying to live on $100 per month. I f  
anyone can help him on a regular  basis, please con-
tact him. He is a worthy young man. 

NOTICE 

The church at 34th Street in Winter Haven is look-
ing for a full- time preacher. The Lake Wire church 
in Lakeland, I believe, will assist in the weekly sup-
port of a faithful man. If interested please write to 
Ronald Henderson, 1580 Tate Avenue, Bartow, Flor-
ida 33830. Harold Dowdy was in a meeting at Bartow 
for the first 12 days of March. 

James L. Denison, Box 481, High Springs, Fla. —  
In February, 1967 I  began work with the Santa Fe 
Hills congregation in Alachua, Flor ida. This congre-
gation serves the Alachua and High Springs area. 
We are located two miles north west on highway 441. 
When in this area worship with us. 
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Choice L. Bryant, McMinnville, Oregon —  John H. 
Beebe (recently moved to Tucson, Arizona) will do 
the preaching in a meeting in McMinnville, Oregon, 
March 19-26. On April 2 I will begin, working locally 
with the East Belmont Avenue church in Fresno, 
California, having moved from the work here in 
McMinnville. 

Harold Heaton, Daytona Beach, Fla. —  On Febru-
ary 8th my wife, myself and three other couples met 
in one of our  homes and started a faithful congre-
gation here. T he two congregations in this area, 
Holly Hill and the new Benville Road (formerly 
known as Bay Street) congregation are modern. We 
realize that this is a great responsibility, but we feel 
that we should stand for the truth. We pray God that 
we will do this and we feel that He will help us in 
this undertaking. 

We are all working people. None of us receive large 
salar ies, so our contr ibutions will be small. We began 
meeting in our homes, but now have a building that 
will suit our purposes and will seat 100 people or 
more. It is the recreation center in a fairly large sub-
division here. At the morning service of our first 
Lord's day brother  Max Gregory preached and 
brother Banning from Ohio at the evening service. 
Others from Eau Gallie will be helping us in preach-
ing. We are meeting at Winston Park Recreation 
Center, 1200 block south Nona Road, Daytona Beach, 
Florida. We meet at 10:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Sun-
days, and at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays. My phone 
number is 253-5229. 
 Eugene W. Sikes, Char leston, S. C. —  The West 
Side church of Chr ist in Char leston, South Carolina 
is growing steadily. However, there is a real need 
for a preacher to devote his full time to this work. 
Financial support is available. Anyone interested 
should contact me at 1048 Keats Road, Char leston, 
S. C. 29407. 

M. Fred Stacey, West Point, Miss. —  A new con-
gregation standing for the New Testament order of 
work and worship is now meeting in Ft. Walton 
Beach, Florida. This is the only congregation in the 
E lgin Air Force Base area believing in the all-suffi-
ciency of the Bible and church to do what Christ 
authorizes it to do. Anyone who knows of others in 
this area who are of like mind, please have them 
contact John F. Glass at 393 Oakland Circle, Ft. 
Walton Beach or  Charles J. E lyard at Route 1, Box 
272, Niceville, Flor ida. 

Leo Rogol, Hixson, Tenn. —  I will be in a gospel 
meeting with the Highway 72 church of Chr ist, 
Stevenson, Alabama from Apr il 17th through 23rd. 
Services will be at 7:30 each night (Central Stand-
ard Time). These brethren would greatly appreciate 
your support by your attendance during this meeting 
if it is possible for  you to come. 

This is a new congregation which started the lat-
ter part of last year. At present there are about 25 
to 30 worshipping at this place as the result of their  
determination to stand against the present day evils 
among many churches of Christ. Stevenson is located 
about 80 miles north of Huntsville and about 5 miles 

south of Bridgeport on highway 72. The building is 
located between Br idgeport and Stevenson about 
three miles south of Br idgeport on the left going 
south toward Stevenson. 

Robert D. Davidson, Sr., New Carlisle, Ohio —  
Jimmy T homas of Columbia, Tennessee starts a 
meeting in New Car lisle, Ohio on February 13 
through 19th. T his is brother  Thomas' first meeting 
in this area and we are looking forward to the good 
that can be done. The congregation meeting at 235 
Funston Street in New Carlisle is striving to live and 
work by New T estament pattern. I have been with 
the congregation for 1 1/2 years and have seen con-
siderable growth in spir itual zeal and stamina. At-
tendance averages for worship services on Sunday 
are in the 70's. There have been 3 baptisms and 14 
restorations during this per iod. Each week our bul-
letin "The Sword" is forwarded into over 300 homes 
including 150 local homes who perhaps have never 
been acquainted with the gospel. We are trying to 
cover the city by taking a section every six weeks 
and sending the bulletin to homes in that area. 

Charles Degenhart is in need of $250. support per 
month to labor with the church at Canyonville. For 
the past few years the church at Canyonville has 
been afflicted by false teaching. Brother Charles 
Degenhart has been here for the past six months and 
has helped us work out our problems. He is sound 
in the faith and is doing a good work and wants to 
continue here. This is a difficult area, but the work is 
beginning to show progress. If you are able to help, 
contact brother Degenhart at P. O. Box 773, Can-
yonville, Oregon 97417. Signed: Arthur Pack, How-
ard Bar low, D. C. Shipman, Winford Frunk. 

Flavil F. Wallace, Pontiac, Mich. —  We are a small 
congregation of 25 members who have been meeting 
together since May, 1962. We purchased a lot which 
had a small dwelling on it and this building was used 
until it was condemned by the Building Inspector as 
a Public Meeting Place. As a result of this we were 
forced to build, and a building 30 x 50 was erected 
with a seating capacity of 125, six class rooms and a 
study. 

The Gingellville congregation is the only sound 
congregation in Pontiac, the nearest being about 
forty miles and within a radium of some one hun-
dred and fifty miles there are only six congregations 
with a total membership of about two hundred. Of 
the six, only two have preachers located with them. 
T his area has many lar ge liber al congregations 
which number hundreds of members. 

Brother J. B. Grinstead of Columbus, Ohio is inter-
ested in locating here and helping us if support can 
be obtained for him. If interested, please contact me 
at 4193 Baldwin, Pontiac, Mich. 48055 and I will put 
you in contact with him. We will appreciate your 
consider ation in this matter . 

Ronnie P. Sadorra, Manila, Philippines —  On De-
cember 1 through 4 the Piy Margall church of Christ 
held a four night gospel meeting. The speakers were: 
Rafael Aquilar, Romero Estalilla and Atty. Celso 
Dacanay. There were four baptisms and two others 
desire to be baptized this week. We are also opening 
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classes in Bible for  college level this semester  and 
offer free Bible correspondence course. 

 

JOHN T. LEWIS 

Herschel E. Patton, Lawrenceburg, Tenn. 
At ten o'clock on Fr iday morning, February 17th, 

"the wheels of wear y life stood still" for brother  
John T . Lewis, veteran preacher of the gospel for 
more than half a century in Birmingham, Alabama. 
T he end came at the home of his brother, Frank 
Lewis, of Almaville, near Murfreesboro, Tennessee 
at the age of 91 years. Brother  Lewis had been ill at 
the home of his brother for about two months. 

The body was taken back to Birmingham where a 
funeral service was conducted at the Ensley church 
building at 1:30 o'clock Sunday afternoon. Brother  
A. C. Moore, former preacher for the Ensley church, 
spoke words of praise and comfort to an overflow 
crowd. 

Another service was conducted at the Almaville 
church of Chr ist building in Tennessee at 10:30 a.m. 
Monday, Februar y 20th by A. C. Moore and this 
writer. The body was then laid to rest in the family 
cemetery, next to his beloved "Mrs. Lewis," who 
preceded him in death by about ten months. 

At the suggestion of several preachers present, 
the following is, in substance, the words I  spoke to 
the overflow crowd gathered at the Almaville church 
building in Tennessee just prior to the burial of this 
great man. 

As a Chr istian and as a gospel preacher, I  feel 
very humble standing here before the body that once 
contained the spir it of such a noble and outstanding 
soldier of the cross. At the same time, I  am greatly 
honored to be asked to say a few words on this occa-
sion when we have come to put away the body of 
brother John T . Lewis for the resur rection. 

Brother  Lewis was already a man seasoned with 
age and exper ience, with a great record behind him, 
when I  came to know him intimately some 25 years 
ago. I lived in Birmingham, Alabama, which may be 
descr ibed as his special field of labour throughout 
his evangelistic life, for a number of years. During 
those years I  became very close to brother and sister  
Lewis, and this closeness, respect, and love has con-
tinued to this day. His work, character, and influence 
will continue to live in my life, as in the life of many, 
many others as long as we live. 

There are three expressions which I think br iefly 
epitomize the whole of his earthly pilgrimage —  
"Blessed L ife," "Blessed Work," and "Blessed 
Death." 

T he life of brother  Lewis, which stands forth as 
an inspiration and example, was no accident. It was 
the result of a deep- seated faith in God and His 
word, a keen sense of responsibility, and abounding 
love for God and his fellow man. 

The benevolent spir it of brother and sister  Lewis 
can be personally attested by numerous widows, or-
phans and destitute people. His help to others . . . 
his sacrifices to obtain property and buildings in 
which to worship are things that are known and 
remembered by many. 

The character of brother  Lewis was always above 

reproach. No one could ever accuse him of taking 
advantage of them, of engaging in malicious slander, 
of being morally loose, or of failing to meet his obli-
gations. His conduct was always such that no unfav-
orable tales followed him wherever he went. He was 
always positive and firm in his actions and speech. 
His firmness, his positive declarations, and sharp re-
bukes, considered by some as almost cruel, were 
nevertheless given in love and with a desire to help. 

The home of brother and sister Lewis was never 
blessed with children. But they loved and had great 
interest in children. He recognized the potential of 
children and taught, encouraged, and warned them 
in the ways of God. He had little patience with par-
ents who failed to train and discipline their  children 
as wisdom and God's word directs. Many children 
have benefited from his teaching and generosity. He 
believed in schools for boys and gir ls where the Bible 
is taught and a Christian influence is found, not as 
adjuncts of the church but of the home, and he gave 
much to such endeavors. 

The work of brother Lewis was the noblest of all 
work —  an evangelist or minister of the gospel of 
Chr ist. 

The prominence of "the faith" in Birmingham, 
Alabama is largely a testimony to the work of 
brother Lewis. He has preached all across the United 
States. His pen has been powerful in wr iting for 
numerous religious papers and in the publication of 
books. He believed in a "thus saith the Lord" and 
would not give place, no, not for one hour, to the 
promoters of human wisdom and traditions whether 
these arose from among his own brethren or from 
the false religionist around him. By public preaching, 
public debating, writing, and pr ivate teaching he 
"preached the word, was instant in season and out 
of season, reproved, rebuked and exhorted with all 
longsuffer ing and doctr ine." For his noble works, 
which do. follow him, many r ise up and call him 
blessed. And, among these are gospel preachers in 
particular like myself who have been helped and en-
couraged so much by his work. 

The great esteem in which brother  Lewis is held, 
and the faithfulness of the Ensley church in Bir -
mingham in car ing for him in his old age are testi-
monies to his life and work. 

The death of brother  Lewis is blessed both as to 
its nature and the state into which it br ings him. 

Death did not come to him as a surprise, or shud-
deringly as it does to others. For a long time brother 
Lewis has viewed with calmness and even joyful 
anticipation his release from this world. He could, 
and often did, speak of it freely. This became ever 
more so after we buried his beloved "Mrs. Lewis" 
about ten months ago. Her  going made the other  
side even much more attractive than it already was 

Besides release from the ailments and infirmities 
of old age, the glor ious prospects of the beyond 
actually beckoned to brother Lewis and he was will-
ing and anxious to go. The prospects that enticed 
him, and that he ever labored to present to others 
are expressed in these verses —  

"In my Father 's house are many mansions: if a 
were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for  you. And if I go and prepare a place for 
you I will come again, and receive you unto myself; 
that wher e I  am, ther e ye may be also" ( John 
14:2-3). 
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"For we know that if our  earthly house of this 
tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, 
an house not made with hands, eternal in the heav-
ens" ( I I  Cor. 5:1). 

"For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God: and the dead in Chr ist shall 
r ise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever  be 
with the Lord" ( I  Thess. 4:16-17). 

Daniel well expressed the prospects of brother  
Lewis, and all other faithful laborers for the Lord, 
when he wrote —  

"And many of them that sleep in the dust of the 
earth shall awake —  to everlasting life —  And they 
that be wise shall shine as the br ightness of the 
firmament; and they that turn many to righteous-
ness as the stars for ever  and ever" (Dan. 12:2-3). 

Thank God for  brother Lewis, for his life, for  his 
work, and for  the glor ious hope he has and that 
many others have because of him. 

 

BOOKS BY W. CURTIS PORTER  

Quibbles That Backfired— Contains three sermons at Florida 
College several years ago. These are outstanding denomi-
national arguments that Porter turned on his opponent. He 
had a lar ge number  of debates with all sor ts of  f alse 
teachers. 

Price — $1.00 
Sermon Outlines, Volumes I  & I I  —  Sermon outl ines W. 
Cur t is Po r te r  used through the years o f  h i s preaching.  

Price — $2.00 
Set of 2 vols. —  $3.75 

 

 
The following debates are available on new 1 1/2 mil. 

Mylar (polyester) tape, weather resistant, recorded on 
both sides at 3 3/4i.p.s. These tapes can be played on any 
recorder using a 7" reel. Each reel contains one full 
night's discussion. Recording at l 7/8  i. p. s. can be 
obtained on 3" or 5" reels. The price is $3.00 per reel —  
one reel for each night. Any defective recording will be 
replaced free of charge if the bad tape is returned.  

INMAN -WILLIS DEBATE  
Parkersburg, W. Va. 

Clifton Inman and Cecil Willis discuss the Herald of 
T r uth and Orphan Homes. 

September 19-23, 1966 Four 
reels —  $12.00 

INMAN -WILLIS DEBATE  
Dayton, Ohio 

Clifton Inman and Cecil Willis discuss the Herald of 
T r uth and Orphan Homes. 

October 31-November 4, 1966 
Four reels —  $12.00 

LITTLE ROCK DEBATE  
Little Rock, Arkansas 

Dr. James D. Bales and Dr. Jack Wood Sears vs. Dr. 
Carl Sagan, Dr. E rnan McMullin, Dr. Thomas K. Shot-
well and Dr. R. C. Lewontin discuss Creation and E vo-
lution. Questions from the audience answered. 

June 28, 29, 1966 
Three reels —  $9.00 

GRIDER-McCAGHREN DEBATE  
Longview, Texas 

A. C. Grider and H.  C.  McCaghr en discuss churches 
sending to another church  to preach  the  gospel,  and 
churches supporting orphan homes. 
November, 1966 
Four reels —  $12.00 

MOSBY -TOTTY DEBATE  
Frankfort, Kentucky 

Ronald Mosby and W. L . Totty discuss church support 
of non-members and orphan homes. 

December 12-16, 1966 Four 
reels —  $12.00 

BOZARTH-MIZELL DEBATE  
Chicago, Illinois 

Elvis Bozarth and William Mizell discuss church sup 
port of those who are not Christians and orphan homes. 
December 5-9, 1966 
Four reels —  $12.00 

GARNER-HOGLAND DEBATE  
Lakeland, Florida 

Dr.  Albert Garner and Ward Hogland discuss instru-
mental music in worship. Baptism for remission of sins, 
church membership, and apostasy. April 6-17, 1964 
Special —  all 8 reels —  $20.00 

CROWE -SMITH DEBATE  
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

Glen Crowe and J. T . Smith discuss church kitchens 
and fellowship halls. 
May 20, 21, 1966 
Two reels —  $6.00 



 

 



 

 

 

Circumstances make things pr ecious. T he value of  
cer tain art icles is incr eased and enhanced by the 
situation sur r ounding it. E xtr eme hunger makes 
br ead pr ecious; thirst makes water  p recious; pov-
erty makes wealth pr ecious. A person cannot truly 
appr eciate the value of  a thing until he has a r eal 
need for it.  

All men have sinned (Rom. 3:23), and ther ef or e 
ar e in a state of  condemnation ( Rom. 5:18; 8:1). 
T his is what makes the blood of  Chr ist so pr ecious 
—  because it is only through His blood that man can 
escape an other wise hopeless state. T hus, the cir-
cumstances of man's condition fender the blood of  
Chr ist of inestimable value— it is "pr ecious." 

Chr i st 's blood is also pr ecious because of  i t s 
ing power .  "Knowing that ye wer e r edeemed, not 
... with silver  or  gold . . . but with precious blood . .. 
even the blood of  Christ" ( I  Pet. 1:18-19). From this 
passage we lear n that it is out of the question f or  
man to be able to pur chase his r edemption with 
r iches. Furthermore, the Hebr ew wri ter  tells us that 
it cannot be ef f ected with the blood of  animals (Heb. 
10:4), but only through Chr ist's blood (Heb. 9:11-
12). T his is because His blood, and it alone, has pur -
chasing power; thus, Paul tells the Ephesian elder s 
to "feed the church of the L ord, which he purchased 
with his own blood" (Acts 20:28). T his is why the 
blood of Christ is "precious" —  it only possesses the 
value necessitated to negotiate man's r edemption 
with God. 

Christ's blood is precious because of its r edeeming, 
cleansing power .  "I f  we walk in the light, as he is 
in the light, we have f ellowship one with another , 
and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanseth us f r om 
all sin" ( I  John 1:7).  "For if  the blood of goats and 
bulls . . . sanctify unto the cleanness of the f lesh how 

much mor e shall the blood of Christ. . . cleanse your  
conscience f rom dead wor ks to serve the living 
God?" (Heb. 9:13-14). Only the blood of Christ can 
ef f ect the pur ity of man before God and, ther efore, 
pr ovide man's fellowship with God.  

T he value of  the blood of  Chr ist may again be 
seen when we contemplate its pacifying power. "For  
it was the good pleasur e of the Father . . . through 
him to r econcile all things unto himself, having 
made peace through the blood of his cross" (Col. 1: 
19-20). His blood br ought peace between Jew and 
Gentile. "But now in Chr ist Jesus ye that once wer e 
far off  ar e made nigh in the blood of Chr ist" (Eph. 
2:13). His blood r econciles man to God —  man who 
has broken God's law and stands with a conscience 
pricked with guilt. 

T he pr ecious worth of Christ's blood is manifested 
by the boldness with which the Christian is supplied. 
"Having ther ef or e, br ethr en, boldness to enter into 
the holy place by the blood of Jesus, by the way 
which he dedicated f or  us, a new and living way" 
(Heb. 10:19-20). It makes it possible f or  us to be 
sons of God, and ther efor e approach Him as ones 
expecting an inher itance, we "who in time past were 
no people, but ar e now the people of God" ( I  Pet. 
2:10).  

T he pr eciousness of His blood is demonstrated in 
its overcoming power. "And they overcame him be-
cause of the blood of the L amb" (Rev. 12:11). Yea, 
thr ough His pr ecious blood, and it alone, can we 
over come the power of Satan and his kingdom, the 
wor ld —  and even the fear of death. With what as-
surance may we sing, "T her e I s Power  I n the 
Blood!" 

Finally then, the tr emendous wor th of the Sa-
viour 's blood may be viewed in its song- inspiring 
power ,  which leads the cr eatures in heaven to "sing 
a new song, saying, Worthy art thou to take the 
book, and to open the seals ther eof: for thou wast 
slain, and didst purchase unto God with thy blood 
men of  ever y tribe, and tongue, and people, and na-
tion, and madest them to be unto our God a kingdom 
and pr iests; and they r eign upon the earth" (Rev. 
5:9-10). 

 



 

 
 

GOOD BOOKS FOR YOUR LIBRARY  

Boswell- Hardeman Debate ( Instrumental Music)  3.50 
Porter - Tingley Debate   (Direct operation of the Holy 
Spiri t, Necessity of Baptism and Salva-  tion by Faith 
Only)  3.50 
The Genesis Flood  (Henry M. Morris & John C. 

Whitcomb) 6.95 
The Search For The Ancient Order, Vol. I & I I , each 4.00 
Alexander  Campbell's Tour In Scotland (Chal-  mers)
 2.00 
The Harding-Nichols Debate (Salvation & Bap-  t i sm-  
The Subject ,  Action and Design )  2.50 The 
Campbell-Rice Debate on Baptism 6.00 
Larimore And His Boys (Srygley) 3.50 
Biography of J. T . Johnson (John Rogers) 3.50 
Biography of N. B. Hardeman 3.75 
New Commenta ry  On Romans (Grubbs)  2 .50  
T h e  W i t n e ss Of  T h e  S p i r i t s ( Z achar y )  3 . 0 0  
The Nashville Debate-  Moody-Harding (Baptism 

and Work of the Holy Spirit) 5.00 
History Of Reformatory Movements (Rowe) 5.00 
Biblical Criticism  (J. W. McGarvey) 3.50 
The Kingdom Of Promise And  Prophecy   (R. L . 

Whiteside) 2.50 
The Christian Baptist (Campbell) Vols. 1 through 7, 
each 3.50 
Communism,  Its Faith and Fallacies   (James D. 

Bales) 3.00 
Churches of Today ( L .  G. T omlinson) 2.50 
Fox's Book of Martyrs 3.00 
Mormonism E xposed  (Hancock) 2.25 

Order From 

P H I L L I P S    PUBLICATIONS  
P.O.Box 17244 

Tampa, Florida 33612 

 
OF THE LECTURE PROGRAM AT 

BELMONT AVENUE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Indianapolis, Indiana  

February 6 -11, 1967  

"Preserving Our Distinctive Characteristics" 

Robert  Crawley, L exington, Kentucky:  
"Preserving Distinctive Bible Doctrine" —  A lesson 
against modernism and theological liberalism 

Robert Atkinson, Monticello, Kentucky: 
' Preserving Distinctive Worship" —  A lesson against 
instrumental music, choirs speaking in tongues in 
worship, Thursday communion, etc 

John Clark, West Chester, Ohio:  
"Preserving Distinctive Church Function"— A lesson 
against church recreation church entertainment, the 
"Social Gospel " 

James P. Needham,  L ouisville, Kentucky:  
"Preserving Distinctive Church Organization" —  A 
lesson against church organization larger and smaller 
than the local eldership 

Cecil Willis, Marion, Indiana:  
'Preserving Distinctive Morals" —  A lesson against 
worldliness, the "New Morality," "Situation Ethics," 
etc 

Robert  C. Welch, Louisville, Kentucky:  
"Preserving Distinctive Bible Hope" —  A lesson 
against speculation and skepticism concerning the 
end of time 

Six Lectures —  Three Reels —  $9.00 

Order From: 

PHILLIPS PUBLICATIONS 
P. O. Box 17244 

Tampa, Florida 33672 

 
MONTHLY PLAN 

36 SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR $5 PER MONTH Send 36 
subscr iptions to friends, members of your  
congregation, relatives or those you want to 
help teach the truth. You may have a bundle of 
36 sent to you to distribute as you please. 
Many congregations are using this plan to 
distribute to those who want it. Send us your 
list today. 

36 for only $5 per month 

 

 




