
 

 

"NOW IS  THE  T I ME ..." 

Larry Ray Hafley 

"Now is the time for all good men to come to the 
aid of their party" is a famous quotation that ever y 
beginning typist has practiced at one time or  an-
other. However, there is "more truth than poetry" 
involved in the statement, for some brethren are 
taking it literally. T here are sects of every hue and 
dye, and brethren, who are eager to "take a stand" 
lest they be labeled as "middle of the roaders," are 
quickly and carelessly coming to the aid of their  
respective parties. 

The word "heresies" in Galatians 5:20 is var iously 
t ranslated as "sects," "dissensions," and "par ty 
spir it." T hayer  says it means "that which is chosen, 
a chosen course of thought and action; hence one's 
chosen opinion varying from the true exposition of 
the Chr istian faith." T hose who attempt to force 
their  "chosen opinion" upon others are frequently 
mistaken as men who are mightily, meticulously 
contending for the faith, while in reality they are 
motivated by strife, jealousy, and pr ide. Such peo-
ple may have an air of scholarship that masks their  
true character of partisanship. T hey have an insati-
able craving for  controversy, a wrangling phobia, 
and wherever they go they are followed by quarrels, 
questions, and endless disputing. "T hese are they 
who make separations, sensual, having not the 
Spir it" ( Jude 19) . 

The sectar ian loves his party more than the unity 
of God's family. He has a popular ity rating among 
his party which he must protect, therefore, he will 
"make the rounds" of those of "like factious faith" 
and persuade them in essence that "Now is the time 
for all good (sound) men to come to the aid of their  
(our) party." Perhaps the pungent pen of R. L. 
Whiteside best descr ibes such an one: 

"A factious man, or  a heretic is a man who stirs 
up a faction or adheres to a faction. T he 
factious man may offer  any number of excuses 
for his actions, but selfishness is at the 
bottom of it. ... T he more time he has the 
more trouble he will make. He is the sort of 
man who CAN-VASSES THE  
ME MBE RSHIP, misrepresents 

matters, pretends gr eat devotion, GETS  THE  
ME MBE RS TO SIGN PETITIONS and docu-
ments, with the sole design to car r y a point. 
( 'Fire' the preacher or the elders.) He will fill 
others with the same spir it; and as he proceeds he 
becomes mor e and mor e unr eliable in his 
statements." (Emphasis mine —  LRH) What, 
though, ar e the symptoms that sir e sec- tar ianism 
and promote partyism? 

1. If, whenever one begins to talk to a brother, he 
must "feel him out" to see if he agr ees with his 
viewpoint on a certain "issue," he is (whether con-  
sciously or unconsciously)  seeking another amen to 
his opinion. T his is one of the f i rst, fatal steps to-  
ward becoming outr ight, downr ight factious! 

2. The sectar ian spir it is often developed by a per- 
son's thoughts as he reasons: "Brother So and So is 
a smart man, really knows the Bible, and he thinks 
that you have to . . .  so I guess ..." 

3. T he potential partisan looks at a united body 
and says to himself. "Now, if  I  could just convince 
most of these brethren concerning what 'I ' believe 
about...  we would have true harmony." 

4. The future factionist becomes uneasy and has 
doubts about the "soundness" of those who, though 
their  deeds have shown they ar e "approved in 
Chr ist" (Rom. 16:10), disagree with his opinion. 

5. Dormant deliverers of "destructive heresies" 
( I I  Pet. 2:1) , while talking to one with whom they 
agree and attempting to persuade him to stay away 
from certain others will say: "After  all, you do not 
want to associate with them. Why, they do not be- 
lieve it is alr ight to ..." 

T hese are but a few of the character istics that 
spawn schisms. Those who possess one of the traits 
will inevitably acquire the others that breed radi-
calism, partyism, and sectar ianism. All concerned 
Christians must beware of the danger of becoming 
opinionated party pushers —  "they which do such 
things shall not inher it the kingdom of God" (Gal. 
5:19-21). We should carefully, scrupulously avoid 
adamant, alienating attitudes toward those with 
whom we may disagree. As brother Paul would ad-
monish, "Fulfill ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, 
having the same love, being of one accord, of one 
mind. Let nothing be done through strife or vain-
glory ; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other 
better than ourselves" (Phil. 2:2,3). 
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"THE LIVING VOICE"  

Pre-recorded 
TAPES 

BARR-HOGLAND DEBATE 
Vernon L. Barr & Ward Hogland 

Greenville, Texas 
Mar ch 25- 29, 1968  

Reel 1— "The scriptures teach that the alien sinner must be bap-
tized in water for his sins to be forgiven." 

Hogland affirms —  Barr denies 
Reel 2— "The scriptures teach that alien sinners are saved at the 

point of faith before and without water baptism." 
Barr affirms —  Hogland denies 

Reel 3— "The scriptures teach that it is impossible for a child of 
God to so sin as to be finally lost in hell." 

Barr affirms —  Hogland denies 
Reel 4— "The scriptures teach that it is possible for a child of God 

to so sin as to be finally lost in hell." Hogland affirms —  
Barr denies 

FOUR REELS-$16.00 

HOLCOMB-SMITH DEBATE 
J. W. Holcomb & J. T. Smith 

Neon, Kentucky June 
5 - 7 ,  1969 

Reel 1— "The scriptures teach that when the church comes together 
for the purpose of having Bible classes, women may teach 
some of the classes." 

Smith affirms —  Holcomb denies 
Reel 2— "The scriptures teach that when the church comes together 

for the purpose of having Bible classes, only men may 
teach the classes." 

Holcomb affirms —  Smith denies 
Reel 3— "The artificial head covering of I Corinthians 11 is binding 

today on women who are Christians." 
Holcomb affirms —  Smith denies 

Reel 4— "The artificial head covering of I Corinthians 11   is not 
binding today on women who are Christians." Smith 
affirms —  Holcomb denies 

FOUR REELS-$16.00 

MARTIN-WILSON DEBATE 
S. O. Martin, Seventh Day Adventist 
John W. Wilson, Christian 
Needles, California 
October  1 -  4, 1956 
REELS 1 & 2 —  "The Lord's Day to be kept by Christians today" 
REELS 3 & 4 —  "The Sabbath Day is to be kept by Christians today" 

FOUR REELS-$16.00 

LION-WILSON DEBATE 
Don Lion, Unitarian 
Gordon Wilson, Christian 
Sunnyvale, California 
November  2 & 3, 1962 
REEL 1 —  "Divine origin of the Bible" 
REEL 2 —  "Human and Evolutionary origin of the Bible" 

TWO REELS -  $8.00 

 

AFTER TEN YEARS 

With this issue we close ten years of publishing 
Searching The Scriptures. In one way it seems like a 
long time, but from another point of view it seems 
but a few months. Many friends have been made and 
a few enemies. The labor has been hard, the funds 
short, the hours long, but many friends and brethren 
have stood close by to encourage and help in what-
ever way they could. Above all the merciful and lov-
ing Father in heaven has provided the opportunity 
and ability to continue without inter r uption for 
these ten wonderful years. Whether  I  shall remain 
another ten years, I do not know. But should it be 
the good pleasure of the God of heaven that we con-
tinue this ef for t  another ten year s, I pray that I 
shall be able to crowd into them twice as much as 
in the past ten. 

As we prepare to embark upon the eleventh year  
in "Searching T he Scr iptures" with you who read 
this journal, we shall continue to strive to accom-
plish the same goal we have had from the beginning: 
to get people to study the word of God to find the 
truth. We try to cover a wide range of studies and 
present them in such a way that anyone can under-
stand. We urge people to not only subscr ibe to this 
journal, but to study it in the light of divine truth. It 
is the truth that will make men fr ee ( John 8:32) . 
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The only way that truth can be obtained is by a dili-
gent study of the word of God. Too few people put 
forth the effort to learn the truth, and even less will 
obey it when they learn it. 

Janie Ward, one of the faithful young ladies who 
helps with the publication of this paper, wrote the 
following in an effort to call attention to the need for 
individual effort in studying the word of God: 

"Is there a part of your day set aside to study 
the word of God? You should get to know the 
author of the Bible by spending some of your  
time reading his word. As Searching The Scrip-
tures comes into your home, do not be content 
just to glance hur r iedly through it, but read it 
carefully and compare with the word of God. 
Perhaps some light will be shed upon some 
passage that you have never before understood. 
This paper is published for people who are in-
terested in spir itual growth. T he best part of 
reading Searching The Scr iptures is the time 
when your mind is filled with spir itual things. 
T hese are rare moments in our  busy wor ld. 
While you enjoy reading the articles from the 
pen of the different wr iters, why not make it 
possible for others to have this opportunity? 
You have a responsibility to help teach others 
the word of God, and this is a good way to help 
do it. Do not let a lapse of memory be the cause 
of your subscription expir ing. Renew now!" 
Several able men have been enlisted to prepare 

studies on a regular  basis. Articles from other good 
men will appear from time to time. It has been made 
clear that I do not intend to edit articles in the sense 
of changing the wording and rewr iting them. I f  an 
article is not suitable or is too long, it will be re-
turned with suggestions that will make it suitable 
for this publication. I have also stated before that 
we do not intend to publish articles that have been 
written in other papers. The only exception will be 
news items and reports of special significance. 

I  reiterate again that I am not obligated to be in 
agreement with all that one may wr ite in this paper. 
I  accept the responsibility for publishing the arti-
cles, and will try to understand what each says, but 
I will not be obliged to defend what another has 
wr itten. If, in my judgment, an article will afford 
some opportunity to learn something of truth and is 
designed to edify, I will publish it as space is avail-
able. Personal battles can be fought upon another  
battleground. I do not intend to provide the arena 
for preacher conflicts over opinions and personal 
feelings. If error is involved and the word of God 
perverted to support a false doctrine, we shall not 
shr ink from using the sword of the Spir it with all 
the force we possess. And we shall not fear to iden-
tify the error and those involved. T his will always 
be done in love for  the truth and the souls of lost 
men. I welcome any helpful cr iticism and sugges-
tions. I do not promise to accept every one, but I will 
listen and learn as we all grow together in the grace 
and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. Please send 
your renewal today. Even better, send a club of four  
for only $10.00. Thank you for your prayers, your 
encouragement and your subscr iptions. 
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A CRAVING FOR FELLOWSHIP 
It is a well known fact that the brotherhood is 

going through an era of craving fellowship. Papers 
come to my desk flooded with articles pleading with 
brethren to have fellowship. The Firm Foundation, 
a religious journal out of Austin, Texas, tells of a 
meeting between brethren we commonly call "liber-
als" and "Ultra- liberals." This meeting brought to-
gether men like Reuel Lemmons and members of 
the conservative wing of the First Chr istian church. 
There have been meetings between "Conservatives" 
and "L iberals" to try to solve problems among us. 
For years Jimmie Lovell, editor of Action, a paper 
published on the West coast has plead for unity. 
Car l Ketcherside and Leroy Garrett both plead for 
unity. B. C. Goodpasture of the Gospel Advocate 
wants unity. Ward Hogland wants unity. H. E . Phil-
lips, editor of Searching the Scriptures, pleads for 
unity. Yater  Tant, of the Guardian wants unity. 
Stanley Lovett of the Preceptor and Cecil Willis of 
the Truth Magazine both plead for unity. Am I op-
posed to meeting brethren with whom I disagree? 
Certainly not! Am I opposed to wr iting on unity? 
That would be foolish. But what about this dream? 
Where has it led? What has it accomplished? Per-
sonally, I believe that much of the work on fellow-
ship and unity has been in vain. If you build a house, 
you don't start with the roof; you start with the 
foundation. T he same is true in regard to the sub-
ject of fellowship. When I think of unity, I also 
think of what an older preacher told me several years 
ago. I was working with this problem and he said, 
"Ward, you cannot put a square peg in a round hole." 
It took a little while for  it to soak in, but I got the 
message. I believe that older preacher was r ight. 
Brethren can't shove their  honest convictions under 
the table and worship and work together as though 
nothing is wrong. Until they obey Paul and begin to 
speak the same thing and become of the same mind 
and judgment, their work on fellowship is vain. 

Paul said, "Now I  beseech you, brethren, by the 
name of our Lord Jesus Chr ist, that ye all speak the 
same thing, and that there be no divisions among 
you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the 
same mind and in the same judgment" (I  Cor. 1:10). 
The church at Corinth had a number of problems. 
They did not see alike and many of them were wrong. 
This false teaching had broken fellowship and would 
have lead to an open split (separation) if it had not 
been corrected. Technically, the church was already 
split even though they were meeting under the same 

roof! If this false teaching had not been cor rected 
by Paul, there is no doubt that the congregation 
would have split up and gone their  var ious ways. 
However, fortunately the matter was corrected and 
fellowship was restored to this congregation. We 
should all get a lesson from Corinth. I f  brethren do 
not SPEAK the same things, will they worship to-
gether long? I don't think so. If brethren are not of 
the same mind will they work for a common cause? 
You know the answer. 

It seems that some brethren have such a craving 
for fellowship they feel brethren should forget about 
their  conviction on church cooperation, instrumental 
music, missionary societies, the cup question, Pre-
millennialism, etc. They feel these things should be 
shoved under the table. But will it work? Certainly 
not. T his would be like playing cards out of two 
decks. One would never know what to expect next. 
It is my f irm conviction that we need to emulate 
Paul and discuss the problem and not the result of 
the problem. Of course, when we discuss the problem, 
fellowship becomes a related subject. When Paul 
wrote Corinth, fellowship was a side issue to the real 
problem. The problem at Corinth was wearing human 
names and being baptized in the name of preachers 
instead of Chr ist. T his disrupted fellowship and it 
was not restored UNTIL they all began to speak the 
same thing and became of the same mind and the 
same judgment. Brethren, I  still believe this is the 
only solution to our problem. I believe too much em-
phasis has been put on FE L L OWSHIP and not 
enough on the CAUSE of division. I  do not believe 
the Bible teaches one group that baptism is neces-
sar y to salvation and another group that it isn't. 

I  do not believe the Bible teaches one group of 
brethren that Herald of T ruth is scr iptural and an-
other group that it isn't. Paul didn't say, "Now some 
of you in Corinth can wear my name and another 
group may wear Peter 's name for after  all we can't 
all see alike." The problem had to be solved. I  be-
lieve the Bible solves all of our problems. If it doesn't 
we might as well throw it in a trash can! May I say 
that I believe it solves them in away we can all speak 
the SAME thing, just like brother Paul said. Our 
problems are not solved when one group of brethren 
say it is scr iptural to support colleges, hospitals, 
orphan homes etc. and another  group says such is 
not scr iptural. To say the Bible teaches both sides 
of this question would make mockery both out of the 
Bible and fellowship. 

Gentle reader, I crave fellowship, but I do not 
believe it will come until we solve our problems. 
I also believe they will be solved one at a time. People 
do not go into digression all at one time, and I  doubt 
that they will be brought back any different. Yes, 
let us all work for fellowship but let us follow Paul's 
instruction on how to attain it. If we refuse Bible 
instruction I fear that our big dreams of fellowship 
will turn out to be a long nightmare. 
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SHAL L  WE PUT  CHRIST  IN 
CHRISTMAS OR IN CHRIST IANS? 

(Note: I would like to devote my space this month 
to the following article which was wr itten several 
years ago by my brother, Charlie, who now preaches 
for the Centerview church near Russellville, Ala-
bama. I  believe that our readers will find the article 
interesting and timely.    E .B.)  

"Put Chr ist back in Chr istmas." T his is a saying 
that reigns supreme at this season of the year. Bor-
rowing this phrase, I would like to admonish, "Put 
Chr ist back in Chr istians." T he contrast between 
these two sayings is readily seen. T he super ior ity 
of the latter  is equally as readily seen. To put Chr ist 
in Chr istmas, a holiday which the Bible does not 
author ize, is to put the Messiah in a thing; to put 
him in Christians is to place him in persons. To place 
the Saviour in Chr istmas is to confine Him to a day; 
to clothe Him in Chr istians is to grant Him the free-
dom of a life. In the former, Christ is but an annual 
visitor, in the latter  he is a permanent resident. We 
need to honor the advent of Chr ist not just on a day, 
but daily! Instead of having an annual day as a holi-
day for  Chr ist, let us make every day a holy-day for 
Him. Rather than striving to let our  Chr istmas lights 
shine so that the world can see Chr ist in Chr istmas, 
let us let our Chr istian lights shine so that the world 
may see Chr ist in Chr istians! Paul told the Philip-
pian Chr istians, "ye are seen as lights in the wor ld" 
(Phil. 2:15). 

"Chr ist in Chr istians" is our hope of glory, not 
"Chr ist in Chr istmas." Again the apostle said, 
"Chr ist in you, the hope of glory" (Col. 1:27). He 
also said, "I have been crucified with Christ, never-
theless I live, yet not I, but Chr ist liveth in me" 
(Gal. 2:20). "For me to live is Chr ist" (Phil. 1:21). 

From these scriptures we can see that our hope of 
glor y r ests not alone in the fact that Chr ist was 
born, but rather that he abides in our lives. His ad-
vent into the world is of no significant benefit unless 
he is permitted to make an advent in our lives. Thus 
it is no marvel that Christ himself said, "Ye must be 
born again" (John 3:3-5). T his new birth embraces 
an enter ing into Chr ist and He into us. This entitles 
us to wear the name Chr istian, that is, a follower of 
Christ. But the responsibilities do not end here —  in 
fact, they only begin here. The admonition then is to 
"walk worthily of the calling wherewith you have 
been called." The new convert, having adopted the 
name "Chr istian" is to realize that just as the word  

Chr ist is clothed in the word Chr istian, even so the 
Saviour Christ abides in the saved Christian. The 
Christian now makes it his supreme aim to be "well-
pleasing to Christ." This is the incumbent responsi-
bility upon all professing Chr ist. Unfortunately, all 
who make this profession do not live it. Conse-
quently, Paul speaks of those who profess that they 
know God but in works deny Him (T itus 1:16). This 
makes it necessary for us to plead that Christ be put 
back in Chr istians. 

Advancing the theme "Put Chr ist Back in Chr is-
tians" even further, people often point to the pro-
found influence Chr ist has had on the entire world. 
This influence is readily seen when we contemplate 
that time itself is r eckoned from his bir th!  The 
B. C. and A. D. seen in ever y date is truly a virtue 
to the sublime influence of Christ on the world. Ad-
vancing further our theme, "Put Chr ist Back in 
Chr istians," I would like to say that there is an addi-
tional B. C. and A. D. in the life of a Chr istian. There 
is the time Before Conversion and the time After  
Dedication. Too many professed Christians make no 
distinction between these two vastly different times. 
Consequently, they try to "br ing over" their  Before 
Conversion behaviour to their After Dedication 
lives. To the extent that such is accomplished, to 
that same extent Christ is expelled. Just as it is 
utterly impossible to reckon time in our  era with 
the letters B. C, even so it is equally impossible for 
Christians to live in the Before Conversion of their  
lives. Because many are not living faithful to the 
After Dedication years, Chr ist has fled. Thus the 
timeliness of our theme, "Put Chr ist Back in 
Chr istians." 
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T HE NEWS LETTER REPORTS  
".. .They rehearsed all that God had done with them..." — Acts 14:27 

Charles F. House, P. O. Box 1031, Douglas, Ariz. 
85607 —  Santos Gomez, P. O. Box 344, Tecate, Calif. 
92080, is in need of support. If you have support 
available, please send it direct to him. Several other 
faithful, experienced gospel preachers are in need of 
support, including a preacher  recently converted 
from the liberal church. Wr ite for details if inter -
ested and we can supply the names and addresses 
and you may contact them directly. 

E. Warren Needham, 3090 Trezvant St., Memphis, 
Tenn. 38127 —  I am moving to work with the Trez-
vant Street church in Memphis, Tenn., October 27, 
1969. My home address is 1871 Coventry St., Mem-
phis, Tenn. 38127. I  have been with the Mill Street 
church in Leitchfield, Ky. for  nearly four years. 

Hugh W. Davis, 310 L ittle Road, Mar ietta, Ga. 
30060 —  After meeting in the old Y. M. C. A. Build-
ing for three years, the church in Mar ietta, Georgia 
has now moved into its own new meeting house lo-
cated at 2651 Power Ferry Road in Southeast Mari-
etta. T hose traveling on Interstate 75 should take 
the Dobbins AFB-Lockheed exit, then go east to 
Power s Fer ry Road. T ur n left and look for the 
church on r ight. It is only 1 1/2 miles from the 
Interstate exit. 

Leo Rogol, Rt. 4, Box 12-D, Greensburg, Ky. 42743 
—  Larry DeVore, of South Bend, Indiana, preached 
in a gospel meeting at the Greensbur g church of 
Christ, October 27 - November 2. 

J. H. French, 8480 Steleta Dr., West Chester, Ohio 
45069 —  The church at 4667 Cooper Road, Blue Ash, 
Ohio is in need of a preacher as of now. Write to: 
Church of Christ, 4667 Cooper Road, Blue Ash, Ohio 
45242, or call me at (513) 777-6042. 

NEW PUBLICATION 
A new paper called Facts For Faith enters upon 

the field of journalism in January of 1970. Gordon 
Wilson is the editor  and the subscr iption will be 
$2.00 per year. You may subscribe by sending your 
check with your name and address to: 3451 Claire-
mont Mesa Blvd., San Diego, Calif. 92117. The em-
phasis of this paper will be on Evidences. Studies in 
this field are sorely needed in our day. Send your 
subscr iption today. 

Mike Rogacs, P. O. Box 264, Lilbourn, Mo. 63862 
—  After nineteen months labor ing with the saints in 
L ilbourn, Mo., I will be moving to begin work with 
the Southside church in Fort Smith, Arkansas on 
December 1. Please address all cor respondence to: 
1408 Cavanough Road, Fort Smith, Ark. 

Hoyt H. Houchen, 12528 E. Alaska Place, Aurora, 
Colorado —  October  13th  marked  our first year 's 

work with the Boston Street church, 1297 Boston 
Street, Aurora, Colorado. Our first year has been 
pleasant and we believe profitable for the Lord. We 
had a total of 54 responses, 15 of these by baptism. 

My meeting schedule for 1969 is now completed. 
Meetings this year were at Northeast, Gainesville, 
Flor ida; Santa Barbara, California; Clarksville, In-
diana ; Central, Pampa, Texas; and North Park, Abi-
lene, Texas where we formerly labored for six years. 
These were all enjoyable meetings and I  am looking 
forward to my 1970 schedule. 

We are now in the process of remodeling our build-
ing at Boston Street. In addition to my support, the 
church here is assisting in the support of Herbert 
Fraser at Fort Collins, Colorado; Kar l Diestelkamp 
at Milwaukee, Wisconsin; and Ron Houchen at Colo-
rado Springs, Colorado. 

We are looking forward to our second year's work 
with this church. When in this vicinity we shall be 
happy for  you to worship with us at Boston Street. 

Otis Jordan, 714 N. Calhoun, Perry, Fla. 32347 —  
I preached for the young congregation of God's peo-
ple in N. Fort Myers, Fla. Oct. 5-12. We had good 
attendance with above 70 average each night. One 
young man was baptized into Christ. Brother Danny 
Tarn is the regular preacher there. On Nov. 2-9 I  
preached for the small church in Greenville, Fla. One 
young lady was restored and one was baptized. 
Brother  Jim Poppell is the regular  preacher . We 
were happy to be a part of these meetings. It is 
rewarding to see the results of labors. It gives us 
added determination and zeal. 

Frank Raisin, 963 W. 12th St., Flint, Mich. 48502 
—  We ar e a small group of Chr istians in Flint, 
Mich., who are in need of a sound gospel preacher. 
We are few in number and until recently were able 
to support a man full time. But due to the fact that 
several families have moved back south and some 
have fallen away, we are not now able to support a 
man alone. Our attendance is from 20 to 25 and the 
contr ibution about $120.00 per week. We are all fac-
tory workers, with backgrounds of the south. There 
are only five faithful congregations in the entire 
state, with three full time preachers. T he need is 
great. We will be grateful for support in this work. 
We can give references from several good preachers 
who have been here in meetings. 

Gale Cummings, P.O. Box 955, Altus, Okla. —  The 
Lord's church here in Altus continues to enjoy His 
blessings. We now number 32 members and recently 
enjoyed having 65 present for Sunday morning wor-
ship. When traveling through S.W. Oklahoma, stop 
and worship with us. 
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William C. Sexton, 2804 Lafayette, St. Joseph, 
Mo. 64507 —  We continue to push forward in the 
Tenth and Lincoln congregation in St. Joseph. John 
Iverson from Deer Park, Texas preached in a meet-
ing Apr il 20-27. The preaching was the finest, and 
attendance was good. We had one family to be iden-
tified with us after being restored. We have a meet-
ing scheduled with brother Billy Moore from Butler 
for October 13-19. Brother  John Iverson and I  are 
to assist the congregation which formerly met at 
120 So. Leanord Road in Sioux City, Iowa, but now 
have a new building and I do not know their present 
address. This work is to be September 7-14. We will 
be working dur ing the day studying and contacting 
people and preaching at night. If in this area con-
tact Carl E. Emery, 2541 So. Helen in Sioux City, 
Iowa; phone: 712-276-8808. 

I preached in a meeting August 3-9 at Solgoha-
chia, Ark. This is about eight miles north of Mor-
rilton. We had good attendance and met a number  
of brethren in the area. I was delighted to find sev-
eral small congregations in the area dedicated to the 
propagation of the gospel of Chr ist. T his is in the 
heart of "Liberal-Country," but we found some men 
ready and willing to stand for the truth. Haden 
Maihand taught a class on singing before the serv-
ices. Jim Maihand is preaching for this congrega-
tion part of the time. August 10 I preached for the 
congregation in Etna, Ark., a few miles south of 
Ozark. Anyone in these ar eas is encouraged to 
meet with them. 

BAPTIST EXPLOSIONS 
Olen Holderby, 

San Pablo, Calif. 
The small but dedicated group of Christians meet-

ing in the Veteran's Hall in Atwater, California 
were much encouraged by the recent debate con-
ducted there. On August 18, 19, 20, 21, brother Voyd 
Ballard met A. A. Har r is, a Missionary Baptist, on 
the general question of the origin of the church. The 
first two nights Mr. Har r is affirmed the church to 
have begun during the personal ministry of Christ. 
T he last two nights brother  Ballard affirmed that 
the church was begun on the first Pentecost after  
the resurrection of Chr ist. I moderated for  brother  
Ballard and a Mr. Harless and a Mr. Wr ight mod-
erated for  Mr. Harris. No objections could be raised 
to Mr. Harris' general conduct. 

In many ways I  suppose we could call this just 
"another  Baptist debate." However, a few high-
lights may be of interest. On the fir st night Mr . 
Harris read some thirty- four passages of scr iptures, 
with little comment, and called these thirty- four 
arguments. With one minute left in his first speech 
he refer red to a chart on which he had listed thir-
teen different things which the disciples had before 
Pentecost; at the end of which he had a question: 
"What did the disciples receive on Pentecost that 
they did not have befor e, that made them a 
church?" He asked brother  Ballard to list his an-
swers to this question. Brother Ballard did not take 
up every passage individually that Harr is had read, 
but merely pointed out that most of these passages 
talk about the same thing: the soon-to-come king-
dom. Before Mr. Har r is could apply these to an 

existing kingdom, he needed to prove the kingdom 
established dur ing that time. Anyone reading the 
Bogard-Smith Debate will find a list of the passages 
used by Har r is, and almost in the same order, and 
some of the same comments. 

In his second speech Mr. Harris insisted that the 
promise in John 16-13 was to an institution, and he 
insisted that Jesus was praying for  an institution in 
John 17. Mr. Harris admitted in this speech that the 
Holy Spir it was not a Comforter until Pentecost and 
that the great commission did not begin until Pente-
cost. He also refer red to Judas as an apostate. He 
later tried to alter this by saying he "can fall from 
grace, but not out of grace." In anticipation of this 
line of argument, brother Ballard had prepared two 
charts answered well the claims of Mr. Harris. One 
chart showed what was actually preached concern-
ing the kingdom before Pentecost. The other chart 
showed what was not had or could not be done before 
Pentecost. In this second speech Mr. Harris intro-
duced Matthew 16:18, with the usual Baptist appli-
cation or "embellish" for the meaning of "will 
build." 

On the second night Mr. Harris offered nothing 
new in the way or  arguments. However, during this 
speech was to begin a long list of misrepresentations 
of both the scr iptures and brother Ballard. Brother 
Ballard had objected to his use of Matthew 16:18 on 
the words "will build." On the second night Harris 
read from T hayer on the present tense of the word 
and his comments about the continual growth of the 
church, passing over the par t  Thayer  had to say 
about the future tense of the word. Brother Ballard 
had ar ranged on the board the Greek word for "will 
build" and merely revealed it when he walked to the 
platform. When he asked Mr. Harris if this was the 
r ight word, he nodded, yes. Brother  Ballard then 
read what Thayer said about the future tense of the 
word —  "to found." 

Hebrew 9:16,17 gave Mr. Harris a great deal of 
trouble concerning the time that the will of Chr ist 
should become effective. Of course, Mr. Harris con-
tended that Chr ist administered his own will while 
on earth, and beginning on Pentecost the Holy Spirit 
continued to administer  Chr ist's will. 

On the third night brother Ballard presented only 
three arguments. His first was on Matthew 16:18. 
His second and third arguments were charts on 
Mark 9:1 and Isaiah 2:2,4. Mr. Harris did little with 
the two charts, but insisted that Joel 2 and Isaiah 2 
both refer red to a kingdom yet in the future, a 
thousand years reign of Chr ist on earth. He insisted 
that the "mountain" in Isaiah 2 refer red to the gov-
ernment or  reign of Chr ist on earth. T he fact that 
this had him placing the foundation in "Z ion" and 
the church in Galilee didn't seem to disturb him. In 
his last speech, when brother Ballard would have no 
further  reply, he returned to Matthew 16:18 and 
asserted that Thayer was r ight on the present tense 
of the word, wrong about the future tense on Mat-
thew 16:18, and r ight about the continual growth 
of the church. 

As might be expected Mr. Har r is introduced 
Campbell. Brother Ballard offered to deny, in public 
debate, that Campbell started the church of Chr ist, 
but refused to otherwise be led onto the subject. 
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PLACING MEMBERSHIP  

James Denison, Tampa, Fla. 
The word "church" in our  English Bibles is trans-

lated from the Greek word "ekklesia". This word is 
also translated as "assembly" in Acts 19:32, 39, and 
41; Acts 7:38, R. V.; and as "congregation" in Heb. 
2:12, R. V., as well as an alternate reading in Mt. 
18:17, R. V. 

In relation to Christians, the word "church" is 
given two different applications in the New Testa-
ment. (1) The totality of all the saved ( redeemed, 
saints, etc.) of the whole world. Such usage is found 
in Mt. 16:18, Eph. 1:22, Col. 1:18. We generally 
speak of this usage as the "universal church". (2) A 
group of Chr istians who have united together to 
work and worship as a single unit. Such usage is 
found in Acts 20:28,1 Cor. 1:2, Gal. 1:13,1 Thes. 1:1. 
We usually speak of this as the "local church". 

In Acts 14:23, and Phil. 1:1, we find that the "local 
church" is given a plurality of elders whose task is: 
(1) to "oversee" (Acts 20:28, I Peter 5:2) ; literally, 
"to look over —  or after — a flock". (2) To "feed (or 
tend) the flock" (Acts 20:28,1 Peter 5:2). (3) Teach-
ing (I T im. 3:2). (4) Protect  (T it. 1:9). (5) "Rule" 
(I  Tim. 5:17, Heb. 13:17) ; literally, "To stand be-
fore" or "To be at the head as leader". (6) To be an 
example, or patter n ( I  Peter 5:3). (7) To watch 
after , and give an account to God for, souls in their  
charge (Heb. 13:17). 

If elders adequately perform their God-given tasks, 
and discharge their  responsibilities to the flock, they 
must know who are members of the "local flock —  
church", which they oversee. This necessitates what 
is generally called "being identified" or "placing mem-
bership". By this process the elders know that you 
are not "just a visitor" but that you intend to "work 
and worship" as a member of that congregation, and 
to be under their oversight. 

The scr iptures indicate that Chr istians should be 
not only a part of the "universal church", but also a 
part of a "local church". When Paul arrived at Jeru-
salem, he endeavored to "join himself" to the dis-
ciples there (Acts 9:26). Paul and Barnabas later  
became "identified" with the church at Antioch (Acts 
11:26, 13:1). 

Though it is conceivable that conditions may exist, 
where for a time one is a member only of the "uni-
versal church" (Acts 8:35-39), he should, as soon as 
possible, become "identified" with a "local church", 
as did Paul and Barnabas (Phil. 4 :9 ) .  If there is not 
a faithful congregation of the Lord's people meeting 
in that area, he should begin one. Thus, the idea that 
one can be a member of a "local church" where he has 
not worshipped for weeks, months, and sometimes 
years, is denominational in or igin and unscr iptural 
in concept. 

Some, to avoid responsibilities and discipline will 
become "floating members"; just visiting around 
from place to place, never "identifying" with any one 
congregation. If these people become needful of dis-
cipline, and are approached by the elders of any of 
the congregations where they attend, their immedi-
ate reply is; "but, we're not members of your congre-
gation!" Therefore, to eliminate this, when we move 
to another town, or permanently sever our connection 

with a congregation, we should find another faithful 
congregation of the Lord's people and "join" our-
selves to them; settle down and go to work.  

Also, we should not lightly sever our connection 
with one congregation and "place membership" with 
another. Naturally, if we move from one town to 
another, it becomes essential that we do so at once. 
Sometime we may deem it necessary to become part 
of another  "local church" within the same general 
area where we have previously worked and wor-
shipped because: (1) We feel it necessary for our 
own spir itual growth. (2) We feel that such will en-
able us to be more effective and useful for the Lord. 
(3) There are unscr iptural doctr ines and/or  practices 
in the former congregation which we are unable to 
correct. However; let us be sure that we can sub-
stantiate our claim of such. (4)  There is such a strong 
difference of opinion as to the advisability —  not 
scripturalness —  of a particular work or activity that 
we feel it is better for peace and harmony that we 
work and worship elsewhere (Acts 15:36-41). If this 
is the reason, when at all possible, we should "for -
bear" with one another (Eph. 4:2).  (5) We have been 
unscr ipturally and unjustifiable "withdrawn" from 
and are unable to get the mistake corrected. This 
sometimes happens. But let's be positive it is they 
that are wrong, and not us! Also, that we have done 
AL L  in our power to rectify the error!  

When we leave one congregation and become 
"joined" to another, we should be ENTIRELY POSI-
T IVE that our motives are honest and justifiable. It 
should never be done: (1) To put pressure on the 
former  congregation to honor our particular whim. 
(2) Because the truth has been preached and our toes 
thereby stepped on. (3)  To escape discipline or re-
sponsibilities. (4) Through jealousy and envy be-
cause we have been passed over for some particular  
work. If it be for such reasons as these, we will soon 
be dissatisfied with the new congregation! 

When one "identifies" himself with a congrega-
tion, he should be admitted into the fellowship of 
that "local church". I f  there seems any reason to 
doubt or question his previous faithfulness, the elders 
should exert every effort possible to satisfy them-
selves that this person is faithful and not in need of 
restoration. I f  it is found that he has not been faith-
ful, or transfer red membership to escape needed dis-
cipline, then the church should institute disciplinary 
action against this new member just as they would 
against any other. Likewise, if we seek to sever our 
connection with one congregation that we may be 
"joined" to a religious body in error, the elders have 
no course open but to begin disciplinary procedure. 

 

OUTLINES OF 
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1968 Florida College Lectures. 

Price:  $2.00 
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SPIRITUAL UNBALANCE —  A 
LURING SOFT WIND 

Jimmy Tuten, Jr. 
The closing portion of Acts records the Apostle 

Paul's journey from Caesarea to Rome (27 :l-28:16). 
Lenski's .commentar y on the book appropriately 
states: "Luke's account of the voyage to Rome is 
considered a masterpiece, which throws more light 
on seafaring matters of that time than any other  
descr iption" (P. 1061). 

Though the voyage began under favourable condi-
tions with a leading wester ly wind, it shortly there-
after became a succession of accidents and delays 
due to the storm and dangers over  a two month 
period. The journey culminated in a hopeless ship-
wreck. 

After transfer r ing to an Alexandr ian wheat ship 
at Myra (Acts 27:6), the voyage took Paul from 
island to island north of Rhodes and then to the 
south to Crete. T hey finally made their way to Fair  
Havens to the east of Cape Matala (27:7-8) . 
Dur ing this per iod the Mediterranean was always 
stormy and dangerous ( 27:9). While at Fair  
Havens on the island of Crete, considerable 
discussion took place as to whether the ship should 
stay in the little port or press on to Phenice, a 
harbor to the west on Crete (27:12). T he decision 
was made to move on and when a moderate south 
wind filled the sails, the ship weighed anchor. All 
went well until a northeastern wind known as 
"Euraquilo" unleashed its fury. Many dark and 
fearful days followed until the ship was finally 
broken up on the coast of Malta far to the West. 

The Soft South Wind 
The "moderate south wind" is a fitting illustration 

of how many souls are led to their destruction in 
spir itual matters. T ime and time again Satan has 
used the "soft south winds" of modernism and liber-
alism to deceive and entice individuals to make a 
definite beginning down the road of sin and destruc-
tion. God only knows the number who in the past 
have been led from the sound mooring of His Word 
into the uncertain and per ilous sea of destruction by 
its gentle breezes. All seems well at first, but alas, 
there comes a stern reality resulting in the ship-
wreck of one's faith (II Tim. 4:10; I T im. 1:19).  

Five Verbs Applied 
I t  has been pointed out that there are five ver bs 

in Acts 27 which descr ibe the ill- fated ship in its 
several stages of trouble. T hese verbs will be used 
to demonstrate how the spir itual man travels the 
route to a state of spir itual unbalance; how he is led 
to er r  gr eatly by the lur e of the "soft wind" of 
Satan's wiles. 

1. "LOOSING THENCE" (Acts 27:13). The dis-
cernment of things religious with respect to what is 
bound, what is loosed, what is good or evil, is essen-
tial to the spir itual well being of the Chr istian. T he 
lack of just proportion is often demonstrated by 
one's attitude toward doctrinal matters. Thinking 
in terms of broad-mindedness and toleration regard-
ing those who are in error soon br ings' one to the 
point wher e they advocate that ther e ar e Chris-  

tians in all sects. Therefore, the conclusion that God 
has more people than exist within the walls of an 
organization calling itself the church of Chr ist is 
the inevitable conclusion. This "loosing thence" in 
one's attitude toward the church of our  Lord begins 
with a loosing of mind regarding the New T esta-
ment. More and more preachers are giving lip serv-
ice to the Scr iptures as the final and last plea in 
matters of faith and practice, while at the same time 
displaying alarming, liberal tendencies. The August 
issue (1967) of Sentinel of T ruth claimed that the 
New Testament (English translations thereof) is not 
the holy scr iptures, and that more are led away from 
God than are led to him by it (P. 10). Conclusions 
such as this falls into the same modernistic camp as 
the one that advocates that we ought to cease our 
efforts to be in accord regarding our interpretation 
of scr ipture (I Cor. 1:19-21; I  Thess. 5:21). Such 
gentle breezes are subtle instruments of Satan. This 
lur ing soft wind leads to loose, soft preaching where 
emphasis is on edifying morally, commitment to or 
emphasis upon Chr ist rather than to the plan of sal-
vation or the church. No one denies that there is a 
need to emphasize the Lord more, but when the so-
called "emphasis Chr ist" movement labels the "old 
way" of preaching the gospel of Christ as "legalism" 
and the proponents thereof as "partisans," then we 
see it for what it really is —  liberalism and modern-
ism budding forth. There is sufficient evidence avail-
able along this line among some preaching brethren 
to give cause for alarm. Our brethren had better  
wake up and recognize its ugly reality!  

2. "WAS CAUGHT"  (Acts 27:15). When one is 
loosed from God's standard of right and wrong there 
is an attachment to something "new" in concept. In 
this whir l of excitement human reason becomes the 
standard of authority, old concepts are shackles of 
yesteryear and the one thus caught up feels that for 
the first time Chr ist 's spir it is r eally manifested. 
Love for everyone and mistaken humbleness leads to 
politeness in which little is specifically condemned. 
T he loose idea that if we take it easy with the de-  
nominations and those in error among our own breth-  
ren we will keep the door of communication open and 
really demonstrate our Christ centered lives is a dem- 
onstration of how gullible some brethren are. Was 
Paul manifesting the spir it of Chr ist when he con-  
demned Peter  and then recorded the incident for  all 
mankind in generations to come? (Gal. 2:11). Was 
he closing the door of communication when he with-  
stood the "false brethren" who were sent to spy out 
his liber ty? (Gal. 2:4- 5).  To fail to take a stand is 
compromise  (Matt. 12:30). Familiar ity with those 
in error leads to joint participation in things that are 
contrary to God's word. "Faith in Chr ist" will be-  
come the sole basis for fellowship for immer sed 
individuals regardless of whether they are Baptists, 
Methodists, or whatever. "They have sown the wind, 
and they shall reap the whir lwind" of denominational 
f raternization and concept. 

3. "WERE DRIVEN"  (Acts 27:17). As the Ad-  
ramyttium ship was driven by the tempestuous 
wind so biblically- loose minded brethren are dr iven 
by the storm of passion for their  new found 
position. Not realizing that "emphasis Chr ist" 
movements borders modernism and sincerely 
believing that they stand on the rock which is Christ, 
they denounce their  breth-  ren (usually not in the 
spir it of Chr ist) who speak 
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out against their liberal tendencies, charging them 
with being guilty of Phar isaic biblical literalism (an 
expression which is supposed to mean that we have 
been so busy keeping the form of New Testament 
that we have forgotten the spirit of it). "Such legal-
ism stymies the church in its work and engenders 
strife and quarrels regarding insignificant detail 
methods," we are told. At this point the true picture 
of the modernistic attitude toward the Bible comes 
to the forefront. 

Having passed from the gentle breeze of liberal 
tendencies to the storm of modernism, individuals 
are bold in denouncing the church as refusing fellow-
ship and cooperation with other  religious bodies. 
They would have us believe that it is a sin to bind 
where God has bound (II Jno. 9), and to be no more 
broad-minded than the Scriptures (Matt. 7:21). The 
charge that we are more concerned with our inter -
pretations than with loyalty to Chr ist is false! Don't 
think for a moment that the "meek, humble" liberal-
istic brother does not have his guns pointed toward 
and his ammunition discharged in our dir ection. 
Only by being informed can we defend the truth 
( I I  Tim. 2:15). 

4. "LIGHTENED" (Acts 27:18). Those described 
in the foregoing remarks have been relieved of their  
convictions based on the all-sufficiency and complete-  
ness of the New Testament. Broad-mindedness and 
pious brother liness leads to the assumption that a 
special status has been achieved. "Independent" (or 
is it "idealistic"?)   in thinking leads to an air  o f  
super ior ity. Others who have not attained this sta-  
tus, or disagree with them are viewed as second-rate. 
Being lightened of sound conviction, hooked on the 
sectar ian "Chr ist-centered" philosophy, and allowing 
human reason to be supreme, the spir itually unbal-  
anced conclude that Bible passages have meaning 
only when they fit the cr itical mind. "Beware lest any 
man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, 
after  the t radit ion of men, after the r udiments of 
the wor ld, and not after  Chr ist" (Col. 2:8). 

5. "BROKEN" (Acts 27:41). Broken on the rocks 
of destruction! T hose who in any way reject the in-  
spiration of the New Testament in order to harmon-  
ize it with some phase of modern thought; those who 
strive to make the methods and results of modern 
thinking the norm for judging the claims of religious 
tradition, and those who in any way reject the Bible 
as the standard of author ity come under the heading 
of a modernist. T hose who do not realize that we 
ought to be as exclusive as the New T estament al-  
lows, i.e., as broad and as narrow as that taught in 
the Bible (Matt. 6:13-14), are restless and dissatis-  
fied. Having made shipwreck of their faith and come 
under the captivity of Satan (II Tim. 2:24-26), they 
are not satisfied with the fences which the Lord has 
built and do not want to be confined exclusively to 
God's Word. Because we stress the authority of Jesus 
Chr ist (Jno. 12:48; Lk. 6:46; Col. 3:17), we are ac-  
cused  of  author itar ianism.  The  spir itually  unbal-  
anced person who insists on loosing where God has 
not loosed is really not "Chr ist centered." Accepting 
Jesus means we must be submissive to His will both 
in things which are great and things that are small 
(Matt. 7:21-23; Lk. 6:46). 

Those who shipwreck their faith on the rocks of 
modernism and liberalism, will suffer the conse-
quences. T here will be a storm of destruction and a 

day of reckoning  (Gal. 6:7-8; Rom. 14:12; II Cor. 
5:10). 

Conclusion 

The concern of each Christian should be to please 
God rather than follow some phase of par tyism 
within the church. We must constantly seek for 
truth, for certainly none of us have achieved the 
ultimate. T here are truly var ious stages of growth 
and development among us (I Cor. 3:1-3; Heb. 5:11-
14). We must remain willing to study with brethren 
who are seeking for truth, but who may not have 
found all of it and are willing to accept it when they 
find it. However, we must not endorse that which 
does not constitute truth. We must not abandon the 
Bible as our standard of author ity simply because 
there is some aspect of diversity among us. It is im-
portant that we try to agree in those things essential 
to our salvation and have one mind as to the ideal 
(I Cor. 1:10-12). We all need a closer walk with the 
Lord, but we do not need to abandon the church of 
our Lord or His word to have closer communion with 
God. God help us to avoid the "lur ing soft wind" 
which is leading many into the storm of destructive 
modernism. Remember that Satan does not draw us 
with chafing, heavy ropes, but with slippery, silken 
cords. We are not ignorant of his devices ( I I  Cor. 
2:11). 

6316 Pernod 
St. Louis, Mo. 63139 
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THE MISUSE OF SCRIPTURES  

William C. Sexton 

Most ever y scr ipture has at one time or another  
been misused by some one to advance an idea con-
trary to the will of God. Perhaps some of us have 
mis-used a passage now and then to advance an idea 
not in the Spir it's mind when he revealed and re-
corded it. 

Certain scriptures have been employed to advance 
doctr ines foreign to the will of God. One that stands 
out in my mind is John 3:16. This passage is quoted 
time after time to prove the idea that one is saved 
AT  T HE POINT OF FAITH. This passage teaches 
no such thing! T he statement made by Jesus con-
tains a gr eat message, one ver y dear to the heart 
of every believer. It affirms the fact, extent, and 
purpose of God's love. "God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in him should not perish, but have ever last-
ing life." T hree points are made, and each of them 
is important: (1) God's love for man is demonstrated 
—  he gave his only Son, for man; (2) His purpose: 
that man might be saved from destruction; the an-
nouncement of the availability of salvation to all; 
(3)  The method of obtaining —  through faith. 

This passage has been quoted as though it taught 
that the moment a person believes he is saved, he 
has salvation, the remission of his sin. Many labor 
long and hard to establish this idea in the minds of 
men and women, and some who have heard such 
preaching so often accept it as teaching just that. 

The scr iptures do teach that salvation is available 
to all. Faith is the means by which such must be 
obtained. Yet no passage teaches that a person is 
saved the moment he believes!  I  have often heard 
the following passages presented to establish that 
point: Jn. 5:24; Acts 16:30-31; Rom. 5:1. All of 
these teach that faith is necessar y to salvation, and 
is the means by which it is obtained, but none of 
them teach that one is saved at the point of faith or 
by faith ONLY! 

When one follows the directions given him by God, 
he is saved at the point God designates; when his 
faith will not cause him to follow the directions to 
the point where God designates that he is saved, then 
he is NOT SAVED and will per ish. Notice the point 
God designates as the saved position: He must repent 
after  he believes (Acts 2:36-38; 17:30-31) ; he must 
also confess with the mouth (Matt. 10:32-33; Rom. 
10:9-10) ; he must also be baptized in water for the 
remission of sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16; Gal. 3:26-27; 
Rom. 6:3-4). Some who had faith were not courag-
eous enough to confess, therefore, they were not 
saved (Jn. 12:42-43). Only when one is led by faith 
through these steps to be baptized is he a child of 
God by faith. Notice this in Gal. 3:26-27. You cannot 
escape the fact that ONLY those who are baptized 
into Christ are children of God by faith! 

When these facts are pointed out to one, and he 
continues to insist that a person is saved before and 
without baptism, he ceases to be honest, and his pre-
judice will cause him to be lost in a hell prepared for 
the devil and his angels (Cf. Matt. 25:41-46; I I  
Thess. 2:10-12). One can see the truth, but I under-
stand from experience if you have been taught for  a 
long time this untruth, it is hard to accept. But one 

must accept the truth if he is to be f reed from his 
sins, and be saved by the blood of Christ. The alter-
native: T r ibulat ion and anguish (Rom. 2:6-10). 

In the same manner some brethren today are mis-
using a passage of scr ipture to promote an idea con-
trary to the New Testament, in the same manner and 
to the same extent as denominational preachers do 
John 3:16. That passage is James 1:27. T hat verse 
says: "Pure religion and undefiled before God and 
the Father is this, To visit the father less and widows 
in their  affliction, and to keep himself unspotted 
from the world." L ike John 3:16, this passage has 
three points, and they are significant. These points 
are: (1) That there is a religion which is pure and 
undefiled, this is in contrast to the "vain" religion 
of the preceding verse; (2) That part of this pure 
religion is visiting two classes of people when they 
are afflicted —  fatherless and widows; (3) a part of 
that pure religion is keeping oneself unspotted from 
the world. 

Preachers have said that God is HERE charging 
the CHURCH with taking care of the widows and 
orphans. Quickly then they add, "But the church 
cannot care for the needy, thus the CHURCH must 
build and maintain institutions to do this." They af-
firm that if you think this passage is teaching some-
thing other than this, you are prejudiced and care not 
for the "poor orphans" and are "making laws where 
God made none." But if one will be honest with him-
self, he can see the truth. This passage is teaching 
that CHRISTIANS are to care for widows and the 
father less when they are afflicted, to keep them-
selves from being contaminated from the world, and 
that this constitutes pure and undefiled religion. 

Only when one has been INDOCTRINATED with 
the idea, and wishes to substantiate it by scr iptures, 
will he ever see anything close to the institutional 
idea in this passage. The one who is to "visit the 
father less and widows" is to keep HIMSELF un-
spotted from the wor ld. 

Why will men labor so hard to sustain a position 
so obviously unscr iptural? I  suggest the following: 
(1) Because such a position appeals to men as being 
progressive and standing for a worthy position. Also 
once something is started and approved by influ-
ential men, others like to be identified with it. (2) 
Once a position is taken by certain men it is very 
difficult for them to turn back. Such would imply that 
they are imperfect. (3) Many just don't like to be 
governed by the scr iptures, and feel that to abide 
so close to the wr itten word suggests that one is 
"out of date." Back of all this is the working of the 
devil. He plants in the mind that spir it of disobedi-
ence. 

Examples comparable to these are found from 
Genesis to Revelation. Why did E ve turn away? 
The food was good, pleasant, and provided wisdom, 
so she reasoned (Gen. 3:6). Nadab and Abihu had no 
real r eason to take "strange f i re" ( Lev. 10:1-3). 
There is no real reason for men to leave a PERFECT 
LAW OF LIBERTY, to go onward from the doctrine 
of Chr ist (James 1:25; III John 9), yet many say, 
"Lord", but do not what He says (Matt. 7:21-23; Lk. 
6:46). 

The affirmation is plain that if one will not be sat-
isfied with the TRUTH, but finds pleasure in unr ight-
eousness, he can be satisfied with something, but he 
will sure be "damned" ( I I  Thess. 2:11-12). 
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