
 

 

CONGREGATIONAL  COMPETITION 
H. E. Phillips 

I  recently read a report of the growth of churches 
of Chr ist in Amer ica. How authentic or  accurate it 
was I do not know, but the figures were impressive. 
Only one sour note appeared in the otherwise per-
fect progress report: there were nearly seven con-
gregations for ever y preacher. This suggested the 
all out effort to educate more preachers. The most 
exciting part of the report  was the tremendous 
growth of congregations in var ious cities. One city 
had only one small church in 1960, but now there 
are five (small)  churches. T his is an example of 
growth! 

T he unscr iptural and anti- scr iptur al views of 
Charles Holt and Harold Spur lock and associates in 
Sentinel of Truth on the functional entity of local 
congregations of Chr ist are fertilized by the greedy 
competitive maneuver ing of some congregations in 
some areas. Of course, one position does not justify 
another any more than violence is justified by passive 
indifference. 

To deny the existence of local churches with 
scr iptural organization, is to deny such scr iptures 
as Philippians 1:1, Acts 14:23, T itus 1:5 and others. 

No informed person would deny our responsibility 
of teaching the gospel to every creature and bap-
tizing those who believe and repent (Matt. 28:18-20; 
Mark 16:15, 16). No one would deny that the church 
should make increase unto the edifying of itself in 
love (Eph. 4:16). Every honest Chr istian desires 
scr iptural growth of both himself as an individual 
and the body of Chr ist. 

Growth may r efer to different things. Growth 
may be in number, in knowledge, in respect from 
others, or growth in financial power. The usual 
measurements by which brethren today tell of their  
growth is in the number in attendance and in the 
contr ibution. This is a false measurement of true 
growth because it does not take into account all or 
the most important factors. Some congregations 
may have many members who are wealthy and give 
more than others but sacrifice far less. The number  
of dollars per week does not tell of st rength or 
growth.  They  may   be   like   the   Laodiceans   who 

thought themselves r ich, but the Lord said they 
were poor (Rev. 3:14-19). Others may gauge their  
success or  failure on the number they can get to 
attend the var ious public assemblies for worship. 
Great meetings are planned with well-known speak-
ers with a view of drawing members from neighbor-
ing congregations, and little thought is given to 
those of the wor ld. Gimmicks are used by some to 
draw the crowds and then that congregation is on 
the march. 

The great harm done by the congregational com-
petition growing out of these false measurements of 
t rue growth is the inter nal decay in spir itual 
things, and the fr iction created between brethren. 
We forget that we are marching under one Leader 
against a common enemy: the Devil. Brethren be-
come competitors for large numbers on the congre-
gational level and forget the lost world. An example 
or two of the competition between congregations 
that hinders the true growth of the kingdom will 
serve to illust rate the dangers. 

An eager, zealous, young preacher wants to dem-
onstrate his ability to make a congregation grow, 
so he begins to canvass the community to get all 
the "strays" (wayward members)  back to the as-
semblies. This is commendable and he receives en-
couragement from the brethren. Soon he must turn 
to other fields for numer ical growth, so he begins 
to campaign in other congregations with var ious 
appeals to individuals to "transfer membership" to 
the church where he preaches. He has no difficulty 
in persuading the zealous "personal workers" of his 
congregation to assist him in moving in as many 
from other churches as possible. T his proves his 
ability to make a church grow and convinces most 
in that congregation that this is the way to enlarge 
the kingdom of Chr ist. 

Now when several churches in the same city be-
gin this campaign you can imagine what the results 
will be. Brethren will become alienated because of 
pressures put upon them by some to move their  
membership from one place to another. Congrega-
tions in the same city develop the feeling of being 
competitors instead of working toward the same 
goal of saving souls. 

Another example is to build as many churches 
(buildings) as possible in a community. The prize 
goes to the church that is responsible for  the most  
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churches being started in the community. Usually 
the pattern followed is to quietly divide over per-
sonalities or issues in doctrine and establish another 
church in a nearby community and declare it to be 
an effort to spread the borders of the kingdom. In 
reality the second group started with full intention 
of all to draw members from other churches nearby 
and then boast of their efforts for growth. If not, 
why will they usually select a site in the very heart 
of a section in which are a half dozen congregations ? 
Why will they not go to some area where there is no 
congregation within miles and begin the work? It is 
impossible for  scr iptural discipline to be exercised 
because the competing congregations will eagerly 
take the wicked brethren in, since number is the 
important goal. Those who tend to be rebellious or 
indifferent will not repent because they know they 
will be welcomed without condition by some com-
peting congregations. 

We must destroy this attitude of being in compe-
tition with others and begin to look at the fields 
white unto harvest. The world is full of unconverted 
sinners and every congregation in the wor ld can 
develop a healthy growth if each will labor to preach 
the word to the lost and exhort the unfaithful and 
weak. We do not need to use every tr ick and lure 
devised by man to entice Chr istians from one con-
gregation to another under any pretense. 

In some cases false reports have been invented 
about elders or some members of one congregation 
in order to make it easier to proselyte members from 
it. I know of three cities in which this has been and 
is being done. Others use the beauty of buildings, 
distinguished persons who are members and all 
forms of entertainment to draw from the member-
ship of neighbor ing congregations. 

The elders or bishops are to "feed the flock of God 
which is among you, taking the oversight thereof 
..." ( I I  Pet. 5:2).  Whether this be one congregation 
in the midst of two or three small cities or a small 
congregation in the midst of several congregations 
in a large city. Wherever the f lock and whatever its 
size, the bishops are to exercise oversight and feed 
that flock. 

We have a real work in trying to convert the lost 
to Chr ist from the wor ld and those who are caught 
in the jaws of denominational chaos. This would also 
include those who have turned away from the faith 
to the false doctrine of institutionalism and related 
false positions, whose philosophy is liberal and di-
gressive with r egard to the author ity of Chr ist. 

At the close of the letter to the Colossians Paul 
inst ructed that the epistle be read in the church of 
the Laodiceans and that the epistle to the Laodi-
ceans by read by the church at Colosse (Col. 4:16). 
This shows recognition of one congregation by an-
other in respect to common divine instruction, yet 
they are recognized as distinct groups which func-
tion autonomously. Why should we work as com-
petitors when we have the same work to do? We 
have the same standard of authority. When elders, 
preachers and Chr istians in general learn the differ-
ence between spir itual growth of congregations and 
the moving of people from one group to another, we 
will stop this nonsense of competing for the atten-
tion of the crowds and the shifting of brethren from 
one congregation to another  and start converting 
the lost to Chr ist. 
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SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES MUST 

BE INCREASED TO $4.00 PER YEAR 
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scr iption rate per year. After  January 1, 1971 the 
price will be 
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THE 

NEW TESTAMENT  

King James Version "EVERY 

TAPE FULLY GUARANTEED" 

A fresh new r eading of the New T estament (King 
James Version) read by an experienced Shakespearean 
actor  under  car eful super vision to pr oduce the finest 
ever  pr oduced. Over  two thousand hour s have gone 
into the recording, editing and production of this com-
plete New Testament: .accurately, reverently, and ex-
pressively read. There is absolutely no comment or 
modification of the text in any way. 

The direction, recording, editing, and production by 
H. E . Phillips, president of The Living Voice Custom 
Sound Recording, a division of Phillips Publication, 
T ampa, Florida. This r ecor ding originated fr om the 
studios of Phillips Publications and is protected under  
the "Fair  T rade Law" by U.S. Copyright and Patent 
Office. All duplication for  commercial or  personal use 
expressly forbidden. 

WE USE THE VERY FINEST HI-FIDELITY POLYESTER 
(MYLAR) TAPES, RECORDED ON PROFESSIONAL 
EQUIP-MENT JUST TO SUIT YOUR NEEDS. 

TAPE-A-MONTH CLUB 
A convenient and easy way to obtain the entire Living 

Voice New Testament is to purchase a TAPE-A-MONT H. 
You may want to purchase two tapes each month until 
you have the entir e New T estament. 

REEL-TO-REEL COMPLETE NEW TESTAMENT 
10 r eels — 7" or  5" 

Reels 1 through 9 at $5.25 per month 
Then reel 10 FREE 

CASSETTE COMPLETE NEW TESTAMENT 
20 Cassettes: 1 thr ough 18 at $5.45 

then cassettes 19 & 20 FREE 
8 TRACK CARTRIDGE 

COMPLETE NEW TESTAMENT 
20 Cart r idges: 1 thr ough 18 at $5.75 

then Cartridges 19 & 20 FREE  

USE YOUR MASTER CHARGE TO PURCHASE THE EN-
TIRE LIVING VOICE NEW TESTAMENT AND PAY IN 
SMALL MONTHLY PAYMENTS. 

REEL-TO-REEL TAPES  

7" and 5" Reels —  Reels 
Complete New Testament — 10 Reels 

$45.00 Each Reel 
Separately —  $5.25 

CASSETTE TAPES 

Complete New Testament —  20 Cassettes 
$89.00 

Each Cassette In Plastic Library Case 
$5.45 

8 TRACK CARTRIDGE 

Complete New Testament —  20 Cartridge 
$99.00 

Each Cartridge Separately 
$5.75 

LP records of Entire New Testament to 
be released soon 

ALSO CASSETTE RECORDERS 

Or der  f r om: 

PHILLIPS 
PUBLICATIONS 
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ADVANTAGES OF THE 
NEW TESTAMENT ON TAPES 

* For busy people who can listen while working.  

* For sick people who can listen in hospitals or at 
home. 

* For the aged and infirmed who cannot read.  

* For children who cannot read but who can learn by 
listening. 

* For family listening while eating, etc. 

* For Bible teachers who can learn and memorize by 
listening. 

* For the blind and those with poor eyesight. 

* For travelers by car who can  listen  while driving 
long distances, or back and forth from work.  

* For those who wish to listen while resting.  

AN E XPOSITORY DICTIONARY  
OF NEW TESTAMENT WORDS  

by W. E. Vine 

This standard work o r i g i n a l l y  appeared in four volumes, 
but now available in one volume. A valuable ai d  to any 
serious student of the New T estament. Price $13.95 

CRUDEN'S COMPLETE CONCORDANCE 
by Alexander Cruden 

Over 200,000 references to both the Old  and New Testa-
ments. Explanatory notes, proper names, and the concord-
ance listings are under one alphabetical arrangement for  
easy reference. 783 pages. 

Price $4.95 

HALLEY'S BIBLE HANDBOOK by 
Henry H. Halley 

An abbreviated Bi b l e Commentary, latest archaeological 
discoveries, how we got our  Bible, an epitome of church 
history. New revised edition. This is the eighth printing of 
the 24th edition. More than 2,000,000 copies in print. 

THE PEOPLE'S NEW TESTAMENT NOTES by B. 
W. Johnson 

This new one volume edition is the product of many years 
of dedicated study, resear ch and insight. It contains the 
entire text of the New Testament in both the King James 
and Revised Versions, in parallel columns for ready refer-
ence and comparison. T he ver se-by- ver se study on the 
same page with the text makes it easy to understand and 
remember. 

Price $7.50 

 

In recent months several have wr itten to inquire 
about the "Editorial Policy" of this magazine. T wo 
to three thousand new subscribers have been added 
since last we said something about the general 
guidelines for articles and news notes, and it seems 
expedient to restate them to clear any misunder-
standing and make our policy clear. 

In the first issue (January, 1960) James P. Miller  
and I  stated that "We have no policy but to be 
scr iptural, fair, sincere, and faithful to our work as 
editors of this paper. We know nothing more that 
could be asked of us in presenting this paper for 
your  edification." We have tried to stay with this 
rule since that first issue. I am sure that some 
believe we have departed from it, but we believe 
we have kept it and we cannot change colors to 
please every man. 

We also stated in that fir st issue that the pages 
of Searching The Scriptures will be open to men of 
good faith. "We will allow anyone who has some-
thing worthwhile to say to speak his mind. We will 
not, however, allow propagandists to sow seeds of 
discord. This paper will not be devoted to unfair  
controversy and personal sarcasm. T hat does not 
mean that controversial matters will not be dis-
cussed; on the contr ar y, they will be fr eely 
discussed." 

Near the end of eleven years I  see no reason to 
retract anything we said at the beginning. I have, 
however, learned many things about the editor ial 
policy of a magazine such as this since those words 
appeared in that first issue. I  have learned that it is 
not as easy to keep rules as it is to make them. 
Inevitably, in the course of time, the situation will 
ar ise when you sincerely believe that fairness "de-
mands space be given to some radical, rebellious 
renegade who causes more trouble among brethren 
than any good he could do. This may ar ise because 
of some personal attack made by some brother in an 
article or  news item which cannot be proved. T he 
real problem ar ises when this person wants about 
half of the paper for  three or four months to set 
the brotherhood straight in answer ing the charge 
against him. If one word is taken out of his or iginal 
manuscr ipt, he cr ies that a dishonest editor  is try-
ing to pervert his position. If his articles (and he 
seldom stops with one)  are not given space, he 
cr ies: Unfair!  Closed-door Policy! If his articles are 
given space, readers by the hundreds will complain. 
This is only one example of the difficulty of trying 
to keep the policy of being fair open to all men of 
good will. 

I  shall restate the editor ial position of Searching 
The Scr iptures that we try to follow even in situ-
ations such as I  have mentioned. It may be divided 
into  three  parts: 

First, this magazine will not be the battleground 
for per sonal feuds between br ethren or  chur ches. 
I will not knowingly give space to anything that will 
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make an unfounded personal attack upon another. 
I mean by per sonal attack, a charge against his 
person that cannot be proved and has nothing to do 
with exposing false doctrine edifying the readers. 
Calling a man a "horse thief" does not prove the 
t ruth or  falsity of your posit ion on any Bible or 
moral subject. It only serves to inflame prejudice 
and opposition and never teaches men to be stronger 
in the faith. Let brethren use their  bulletins and 
pulpits if they must engage in such work. I am 
neither  a f ight promoter  nor  a referee. Why should 
I insult the readers with name calling contests that 
help no one but the Devil's Cause? 

Lest someone misunderstand this, let me plainly 
state that I have absolutely no intention to com-
promise with error on any level. E r ror, and those 
involved in error, will be quickly, sharply and plainly 
rebuked without hesitation. There is a distinct dif-
ference between the caustic, sarcastic personal re-
flections that show the personal anger of the wr iter , 
and the plain and strong language of rebuke that 
identifies the sinner  and the sin. 

T here are many brethren for whom I have no 
respect as Chr istians or gentlemen because of their  
false doctrine and practice. There are other brethren 
holding the same views for whom I  have the highest 
regard as gentlemen. The difference is in the integ-
r ity and fairness of the man. I  can discuss the false 
positions of both groups to the edification of all, but 
who is helped when I  vent my personal feeling 
against another? 

Second, this magazine will give space to the dis-
cussion of any Bible subject. We will have no "closed-
door" policy, in the accepted sense of this expression. 
Any person may disagree with any article appearing 
in this paper, and may state his case in strongest 
terms. He may make any charge against me or any 
wr iter  as long as he can prove it. I invite any r e-
view of anything I may write and I guarantee you 
the opportunity to be heard. I do request that you 
be r easonable in the length of articles, because 
other writers have been allocated space for their  
mater ial. 

This must not be inter pr eted to mean that any 
and all manuscr ipts will be published in Searching 
T he Scr iptures. Some say almost nothing. Others 
try to promote some unscr iptural project or incred-
ible doctr ine, and no good would come from that. 
Some are far too long and wordy for the lesson in-
tended. And some wage their  vendetta against all 
brethren who oppose their unscr iptural cause and 
practice. 

Third, mater ial that has or does appear in other  
religious journals will not be given space in Search-
ing The Scr iptures. News items, announcements and 
ads are exceptions to this rule. Since many of the 
readers of this magazine also read other magazines 
of like nature, there appears no reason for duplica-
tion of the mater ial. Many may not agree with this 
rule, but it will be observed nevertheless. This may 
encourage you to take more than one magazine, you 
should. 

We shall strive to provide food for the mind, 
stimulate each of you to search the scr iptures for 
the truth on all subjects, exhort  and encourage all 
to be more faithful to the Lord, reprove and rebuke 

all who teach and pr actice that which is contrar y 
to the word of Chr ist, and impartially challenge any 
doctrine we believe contrar y to the truth of God 
and do so plainly and pointedly so that all may 
understand exactly what we say. 

We shall make every effort to bring a var iety of 
mater ial, some for  the young in Chr ist, some for 
the unlear ned in the word of truth, and some for 
the mature in Chr ist. There will appear subject mat-
ter with which many will want to take issue. Con-
troversy always does good just so long as the spir it 
of Chr ist prevails and brethren are sincerely seek-
ing the truth. If otherwise, we waste our time and 
energy. 

One additional note on this "Editorial Policy": 
From the beginning we have said that we are not 
obligated to endorse every article that may appear in 
Searching The Scriptures. If you keep in mind that 
we are seeking truth, not someone to parrot our 
preconceived views of a given subject, you will 
under stand why all are not requir ed to endorse 
ever y article that appear s. 

Divine T ruth is not determined by any man or  
group of men. No editor, paper, college, board of 
directors or eldership can decide what is truth or 
change the tr uth in any way and it r emain the 
truth. Since that is true, we have no obligation to 
any man, editor, paper, college, board, eldership 
more than to any other person on earth. We are not 
under the control of any man. We are free to teach 
truth and only truth. We owe allegiance only to the 
King of Kings, Jesus Chr ist the Son of God. We 
seek to please God, not man. 

I  am thoroughly convinced that more time and 
money must be spent by each of us in learning the 
gospel of Christ ourselves and then use all available 
means of communication to teach it to others. We 
must awake out of sleep and begin to do something 
toward our own salvation. 

 

Handbook of Denominations 
In the United States 

Frank S. Mead. Fourth Edition. Presents 
the history, doctrines, and present status of 
more than 250 religious bodies. Updated to 
include latest statistics and mergers which 
have taken place since the last edition in 
1961. Arranged alphabetically with similar  
religious bodies grouped together for quick 
comparison. Index. Bibliography. 272   pages,
 $2.95 

Works of Josephus  
Translated by William Whiston. Complete 
and unabridged. Includes: The l i fe of 
Flavius Josephus, The Antiquities of the 
Jews, T he Wars of the Jews, Discourse 
Concerning Hades, Seven Dissertations, List 
of Ancient T estimonies and Records Cited 
by Josephus, T exts of the Old T estament 
Parallel to Josephus' Histor ies, and Index-
Plus 20 full page illustrations. 826 double-
column  pages. 

$6.95 
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HOW   FAR   CAN   WE   GO? 

T he question above is asked in an editor ial by 
Reuel Lemmons in last week's issue of the Firm 
Foundation (July 27, 1970). He is concerned about 
the direction the young intellectuals are taking and 
what it will do to the church of the Lord. Brother 
Lemmons is not alone in this, for it is a matter of 
the gravest consequence to the liberal wing of the 
church. 

My brethren several years ago decided, in the 
light of the scr iptures, "How far  can we go?" We 
refused to move without author ity in the word of 
God. The support of human institutions from the 
treasury of the church, the spending of the Lord's 
money for recreation halls and the centralizing of 
authority in any group of men to do a work the local 
church should do was where we stopped. We have 
been cr iticized, laughed at, and r idiculed for our 
stand, but we have weathered it all and this is where 
we said it had gone far  enough. 

Now our  institutional brethren are faced with a 
real problem. It is simply this, where are they going 
to draw the line ? T he young thinkers among them, 
as the editor of the Firm Foundation points out, 
want them to join the main st ream of religious 
thought. T his admits Chr istians in other  churches 
and all that this problem involves. 

T he sad truth of the matter  is simply this: they 
have no place to draw the line. They cannot draw it 
at inspiration for every preacher will say he believes 
in the inspiration of the Bible. There are a score of 
different ideas about inspiration and they could not 
possibly investigate every man and every phase of 
the matter of inspiration. 

The work of the Holy Spir it is an issue with the 
liberal brethren, but again they are helpless. This is 
too complex a subject for firm lines to be known. 
I  heard brother Wesley Jones speak on the Holy 
Spir it this past week. I  am sure he represents the 
very best they have to offer. He made it very clear 
that the Holy Spir it did not influence any man con-
trary to the revealed word, but at the same time he 
labored to show that there were things the Spir it 
did without the word. 

I  have debated the sects for thirty years on the 
work of the Spirit and this is exactly the position 
they always affirmed. Brother Jones pointed out that 
the Holy Spirit and the word were not the same. 
No man who knows the truth has ever taught they 
were, but the word is the means used by the Spir it. 
I f  the Spir it does one thing without the word then 
he can do other things without the word. Romans 

5:5 was used to show the Spir it "shed the love of 
God" in our hearts without the word. Just how he 
does this brother  Jones did not tell us. How we 
will know when it is done, how it will be adminis-
tered, and what will be accomplished is all a mystery. 
There is only one consequence to this teaching, and 
that is that there is a recognition of influences apart 
and separate from the word of God. This may seem 
harmless at first but will lead, as they have with 
the denominations around us, to a new fount of 
t ruth that will mean a book, chapter  and verse is 
no longer necessar y, and this is the destruction of 
God's people. Who is willing to affirm that in this age 
God worked without Christ, that Christ works 
without the Holy Spir it and that the Holy Spir it 
works without the word. Paul tells us that Christ 
dwells in our hearts by faith, in E phesians 3:17. 
No one denies that the Spirit, Christ and even God 
dwells in the Chr istian. It is when we add the term 
"in person" or  "personally" that it becomes a false 
theory. I  am truly sorry for my liberal brethren, for 
now they are faced with the question "HOW FAR 
CAN IT  GO?" and have no answer. Why not just 
come back to the Bible, and that will be far  enough. 

 

THINGS   BAPTISM   WILL  NOT   DO 

In previous lessons we noted that baptism is for 
—  in order to— the remission of sins (Acts 2:38). 
It puts one into Chr ist (Rom. 6:3-4) where we have 
all spir itual blessings (Eph. 1:3). It is in the likeness 
of the death, bur ial, and r esur rection of Chr ist 
(Rom. 6:5-6). We are quickened or made alive while 
we are bur ied in baptism (Col. 2:12-13). And, the 
body of sin is "cut off" in spir itual circumcision ac-
cording to Col. 2:11 and Rom. 6:5-6. Hence, the 
blood of Chr ist is WHAT washes away sins (Rev. 
1:5), and baptism is WHEN they are washed 
away  (Acts 22:16). 

BAPTISM   WILL  NOT  SAVE  AN   INFANT 
Many in the denominational world seem to think 

that if "we dedicate" our children to the Lord and 
have them "baptized" (spr inkled) they will be saved. 
Of course, as we have already learned in a previous 
lesson, the action of baptism is NOT sprinkling, but 
immersion in water. But not only is the action of 
spr inkling without scr iptural foundation, but the 
fact that an infant is an unbeliever also presents a 
problem. Jesus said, "He that believeth and is bap- 
tized shall be saved __ " (Mark 16:16). The "peni-  
tent believer " is the per son that is a subject for  
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baptism. An infant is not a believer . 
BAPTISM   NO   SUBSTITUTE   FOR   FAITH 

Though some may believe there is some magical 
power in water, let me assure you that it is not so. 
If a person is immersed in water  — the Bible action 
and the scr iptural element —  who is an unbeliever, 
he goes into the water  a dr y sinner  and comes out 
a wet one. Only as we obey "from the heart the form 
of doctrine" (Rom. 6:17)  are we "then made fr ee 
from sin and become the servants of righteousness" 
(Rom. 6:18). 

NOT  A  SUBSTITUTE   FOR   REPENTANCE 
Repentance, which is a changing of one's mind 

which leads to a change of actions in that person's 
life, is necessary on the part of every person who is 
to receive scr iptural baptism. T here is no way we 
can be saved without repenting of our wrong-doings. 

ALL  ARE   NECESSARY 
Both faith and repentance are necessary prerequi-

sites to salvation. A subject cannot be properly bap-
tized until he has believed that Jesus Chr ist is Lord, 
and he has repented of past sins. T his is exactly 
what happened in Acts 2:37-38. "Now when they 
heard this ( that is how faith comes —  by hearing 
the word of God, Rom. 10:17), they were pr icked 
in their  hearts and said unto Peter and the rest of 
the apostles, men and brethren what shall we do? 
Then Peter  said unto them, repent and be baptized 
ever y one of you in the name of Jesus Chr ist for 
the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift 
of the Holy Ghost." 

CONCLUSION 
We subscribe to the same plan of salvation that 

Peter proclaimed in Acts 2. Faith in the crucified 
Savior, repentance from past sins, and baptism for 
the remission of sins. If you have not met these 
requirements of God, you are not saved. Why not 
do them today that you might be saved? 

 

HEAUTON,  "HIMSELF,"  No.  2 I   

COR.   1 1 : 2 8  
It is sometimes asserted that I  Cor. 11:28 and 

James 1:27 are parallel in their use of "himself." It 
is claimed that the word "man" in I  Cor. 11:28 is 
translated from the Greek word anthropos, which 
can have the gener ic meaning "mankind." It is then. 

claimed that the generic meaning could include an 
indefinite number, just as "himself" in James 1:27 
could include an indefinite number. The conclusion 
reached is that this "indefinite" number could jus-
tify church action. 

RESPONSE  
In response to the preceding argument, it should 

be noted that the Greek word anthropos in I  Cor. 
11:28 is the gener ic word for "man" which can be 
used in the sense of "mankind." But it is evident 
that anthropos cannot mean "mankind" in I  Cor. 
11:28, for the simple reason that the passage goes 
on to say, "examine himself." It would be foolish to 
translate the passage "let mankind examine him-
self." 

PARTAKE   COLLECTIVELY? 
Do these liberal brethren affirm that a congrega-

tion partakes of the Lord's Supper collectively? This 
is the logical conclusion of the position taken on 
"man" in I  Cor. 11:28. T his view gets pretty close 
to the Catholic dogma of communion under one kind, 
in which the clergy alone partakes of the cup of the 
Lord's Supper. Christians partake of the Lord's Sup-
per individually, and not collectively. The number 
of persons involved makes no difference whatever. 
It is positively absurd and unreasonable to affirm 
that plurality is identical to collective action. Hence, 
many persons could partake of the Lord's Supper, 
and many persons could visit the father less and 
widows; but these many persons would still act 
individually. 

"PURE  AND   UNDEFILED   RELIGION" 
Surely, the most unreasoned and unreasonable ar -

gument in this whole discussion of James 1:27 is the 
assertion that the care of widows and orphans is the 
absolute, sum total of pure and undefiled religion! 
Therefore, according to this position, such things as 
saving the lost, taking the Lord's Supper, praying, 
reading the Bible, etc., have absolutely nothing 
whatever to do with pure and undefiled religion! 

T he truth of the matter is well stated by T rench 
in these words: "St. James is not herein affirming, 
as we sometimes hear, these offices to be the sum 
total, nor  yet the great essentials, of true religion, 
but declares them to be the body, the threskeia, of 
which godliness, or the love of God, is the informing 
soul" (Synonyms of the New Testament, p. 176). 
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THE  BAPTIST  TEMPLE-CHURCH   ARGUMENT 

If my memory serves me correctly the Temple-
Church argument was first made by D. N. Jackson, 
well-known Baptist debater. Baptists use this argu-
ment to support their theory that the church was 
established dur ing the per sonal minist ry of the 
Lord. T he outline I have on the matter looks like 
this: 

TEMPLE CHURCH 
1. God ordered temple built  1.  God ordered church built  

I Chron. 17:2  John 4:34  
2. Patte rned by the tabernacle  2 .  Typi f i ed  by  the  temple  I 

Chron. 28:11-21 Heb. 3:5 -6 
3. David prepared the material  3.  John prepared the material  I 

Chron. 22:1-5 Luke 1:16 -17  
4. Erected by Solomon  4.  Organized by Christ  

I Chron. 22:10-11 
5. Had a consecrated priesthood  5.  Had an ordained ministry  Lev. 

8:1-13 Mark 3:13 -14 
6. Finished before Solomon died  6 .  F in i shed  be fore  Jesus  d ied  

II C h r o n .  5 : 1  
7. L a w  p l a c e d  i n  t e m p l e  7 .  Great  commiss ion  g iven  to  II Chron. 5:7 -10

 church   Matt.  28:19  
8. 120 trumpeters sounded  8 .  120  sa in t s  prayed    Act s  1 :15  II Chron. 5:12  
9. Dedicated with blood  9 .  Ded ica ted  wi th  b lood  II Chron. 7:5

 Heb. 9:16 -22  
10. Prayer of dedication  10.  Prayer  of  intercess ion II Chron. 6:14 -42

 John 17  
11. Fire came down on f inished  1 1 .  Holy Spirit  came down on b u i l d i n g      II 

Chron. 7:1-3 finished church   Acts 2:1 -4 

T he outline is self- explanator y. Baptists will 
argue that the temple of Solomon is a type of the 
church. It wouldn't take a Solomon to see that the 
pivot point of this Baptist argument is number six. 
They desire to get the church established during the 
personal ministry of Chr ist. They will argue that the 
death of Solomon was a type of the death of Chr ist. 
As usual they give no scripture to vindicate such an 
affirmation. I have never understood where Baptists 
get the idea that the death of Solomon typified the 
death of Chr ist. It is argued by Baptists that the 
temple was completed before the death of Solomon 
and therefore the church was completed before the 
death of Chr ist. I insist that such an argument is 
without foundation and completely antagonistic to 
the scriptures. In Acts 10:28, we are told that Chr ist 
purchased the church with his blood. Solomon did 
not shed his blood for the temple, therefore, the 
parallel breaks down and the argument is ruined. 
Furthermore, since Christ shed his blood to purchase 
the church it couldn't have existed before the price 
was paid for it; unless one wants to argue it was 
bought on a credit and without blood! Actually, it 
was the sacr ificial lamb which typified the death of 
Christ and this lamb was slain before the temple was 
built. 

About thirty years ago the late W. Curtis Porter  
met D. N. Jackson in a debate at Rush Springs, Okla-
homa. It was dur ing this debate that D. N. Jackson 
introduced his Temple argument. Someone has said 
that W. Cur t is Porter  could see an argument ten 
miles down the road. T his is true and he gave me 
much help and advice dur ing my first few debates. 
He completely routed this argument and later wrote 
these words about it: 

"The principle involved in the argument is this: 
'Whatever occurred concerning the temple before 
Solomon died must find its parallel concerning the 
church before Jesus died.' If this is not true, the 
argument is not worth anything. It insists that the 
church must be finished before Jesus died because 
the temple was finished before Solomon died. That 
same 'because' must run throughout the argument, 
and a number of other things concerning the church 
must have occurred before Jesus died because paral-
lel things respecting the temple occurred before Solo-
mon died. So let us look at some other points involved. 

"Consider point No. 5. There was a consecrated 
pr iesthood for the temple before Solomon died; and 
for its parallel there was an ordained minist ry for 
the church before Jesus died. But the text given is 
Lev. 8:1-13. This tells of the consecration of the 
Aaronic pr iesthood under the direction of Moses. This 
was an unfortunate text from Jackson for it not only 
shows a consecrated pr iesthood before Solomon died, 
but the pr iesthood was consecrated before the tem-
ple was ever built, or  before the building of it ever 
began. His cases on No. 6 are therefore not parallel. 
Furthermore, the pr iesthood was consecrated more 
than 400 years before Solomon was born. To get his 
parallel to work here, the "ordained ministry" for the 
church would have to exist before Jesus was born. I f  
not, why not ? If the church had to be finished be-fore 
Jesus died because the temple was finished be-fore 
Solomon died why would not the ministry have to be 
ordained before Jesus was born because the 
priesthood was consecrated before Solomon was born. 
So this parallel proves entirely too much for Jackson. 

"Next, let us examine parallel No. 7. 'The law was 
placed in the temple, and the commission was given 
to the church.' But II Chron. 5:7-10 tells of an inci-
dent before Solomon died. Before the death of Solo-
mon the law was placed in the temple. The argument 
requires that the commission be given to the church 
before his death. Yet the passage introduced misses 
the point entirely. T he great commission given in 
Matt. 28:19, which Jackson-uses as his proof- text, 
was not given before the death of Jesus. It was given 
after his resurrection from the dead. I  insisted that 
Jackson find his commission before the death of 
Jesus, for the one he introduced was given at the 
wrong time. The same fault is found in his parallel 
No. 8. The 120 trumpeters who sounded their trum-
pets, according to II Chron. 5:12, did so before the 
death of Solomon. This would require its parallel to 
take place before the death of Jesus, but the parallel 
given by Jackson did not occur before Jesus died. The 
praying of the 120 saints, according to Acts 1:15, 
occurred after the ascension of Jesus to heaven. This 
ruins another link in his chain of evidence." 
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THE  PROPER  PLACE  OF WORSHIP 
I n our  study of wor ship, we need to note the 

place where God has authorized us to worship Him, 
if any specific place has been so author ized. 

T her e ar e many people that believe that they 
must be in certain places in order to worship God. 
They know that they can offer worship to God but 
believe that if they are in some certain place that 
God will accept their worship mor e than if they 
were in some other place. Such an attitude prompts 
one to desire to make a tr ip to some city with the 
idea of offering worship unto the Lord. We need to 
concer n ourselves with the question is this what 
the Bible teaches? 

ABRAHAM'S  ALTARS 
It has been said that the path of Abraham could 

be traced by the smoke of his altars. Abraham wor-
shiped where he was. Upon one occasion God com-
manded Abraham' to go to one of the mountains in 
the Land of Moriah and there to offer  a sacr ifice 
(Gen. 22). 

ISRAEL  IN   EGYPT 
When Moses and Aaron stood among the chil-

dren of Israel in Egypt and delivered unto them the 
word of God, the record states that in E gypt the 
children of Israel "bowed their heads and worshiped" 
(Ex. 4:31). 

GOD'S   NAME   RECORDED 
When Israel had been delivered from Egypt, God 

told them, through Moses, "But unto the place which 
the Lord your God shall choose out of all your tribes 
to put his name ther e, even unto his habitation 
shall ye seek, and thither thou shalt come: And 
thither  ye shall br ing your burnt offer ings, and your 
sacrifices, and your t ithes, and heave offer ings of 
your hand, and your vows, and your free will offer-
ings, and the firstlings of your herds and of your  
f locks: And there ye shall eat before the Lord your 
God, and ye shall rejoice in all that ye put your  
hand unto, ye and your  households, wherein the 
Lord thy God hath blessed thee" (Deut. 12:5-7). 
God recorded His name in the tabernacle built by 
the pattern given Moses and here Israel worshiped 
Jehovah. 

When Solomon built the temple God said, "I  have 
heard thy prayer and thy supplication, that thou 
hast made before me: I  have hallowed this house, 
which thou hast built, to put my name ther e for  

ever; and mine eyes and mine heart shall be there 
perpetually" ( I  Kgs. 9:3). Again to Solomon God 
said, "I  have heard thy prayer, and have chosen 
this place to myself for a house of sacrifice. . . . Now 
mine eyes shall be open, and mine ears attend unto 
the prayer that is made in this place. For now have 
I  chosen and sanctified this house, that my name 
may be there for ever: and mine eyes and mine 
heart shall be there perpetually" ( I I  Ch. 7:12,15,16). 

JEROBOAM'S REVOLT 
Upon the death of Solomon when Rehoboam came 

to the throne, Jeroboam led a revolt against God's 
established order and set up altars in Dan and Bethel 
and told Israel "It is too much for you to go up to 
Jerusalem" ( I  Kg. 12:28). Omri reigned from Sa-
maria, having changed the seat of government and 
worship ( I  Kgs. 16:30). 

JESUS  SPEAKS 
At Jacob's Well, recorded in John 4, Jesus talked 

with a woman of Samaria. Her question was, "Our 
fathers worshiped in this mountain; .and ye say, 
that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to 
worship." Chr ist  replied that "the hour cometh, 
when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor  yet at 
Jerusalem, worship the Father." T he location of 
where the worshiper is when he worships was loosed 
by our Lord. Geographic location is not bound. Jesus 
bound this about worship: "the hour cometh, and 
now is, when the true worshipers shall worship the 
Father in spir it and in truth: for the Father seeketh 
such to worship him" (v. 23). 

Our worship is pleasing to God if we worship "in 
spir it and in truth." Whether one is in Rome, Jeru-
salem, Mecca or Nashville, Abilene or Memphis has 
nothing to do with his worship being acceptable to 
the Lord. Worship "in spir it and in truth" is ac-
cepted from any place on earth. Worship that is not 
"in spir it and in truth" is displeasing to the Lord, 
regardless from where it may be offered. 

Paul said, "I will therefore that men pray every 
where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and 
doubting"   ( I  T im.  2:8) . 
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THE NEWS LETTER REPORTS  
"...  They rehearsed all that God had done with them.. ." — Acts 14:27 

SPECIAL SERIES ON 
"THE ISSUES OF TODAY" 

by H. E . Phillips 
At 

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN FOREST HILLS  
1011 W. Linebaugh Avenue 

Tampa, Flor ida 33612 

December 6 through 13,1970 
7:30 each evening 

Sunday: "How Do We Determine Divine 
Author ity?" 

Monday: "Attitudes And Author ity" T uesday: 
"T he T rue Nature And Function of 

the E kklesia of Chr ist" Wednesday:    "    
“Congregational Cooperation" Thursday: " 
“Benevolence And The Church" :   Friday:  
“Chr istians And The Holy Spir it" 
“Saturday: Wordliness And T he Church" 
Sunday: "  
“Factions And Fellowship" 

THE CHURCH IN BROOKSVILLE, FLORIDA 
Kenneth E. Thomas 

I  have been asked to write a progress report con-
cerning the work of the Lord's church here in 
Brooksville. This we are happy to do, and in the 
process we hope to dispel some of the rumors that 
seem to be around this area concerning our con-
gregation. 
The church here is at peace and is growing both 

spir itually and numer ically. I  could not ask for bet-
ter  cooperation in the work of the Lord than we 
have r eceived since our move here last Novem-
ber 7th. The brethren here have been most encour-
aging in holding up our hands to declare the whole 
council of God. We have a personal work program 
in progress in which many are taking part in setting 
up home studies and encouraging the weak to faith-
ful service. We have one Wednesday evening each 
month set aside for an open discussion of any Bible 
related subject in which we request either written 
or oral questions to be submitted for discussion. 
This is the period in which all members of the con-
gregation are requested to br ing someone with them, 
thereby encouraging all to take part in the personal 
work program. Then we have a young men's train-
ing class now in progress each of the other Wednes-
day evenings of the month for  an unspecified 
duration. It is presently progressing in fine fashion 
and much good is being accomplished. All of the 
men and boys of the congregation are being used 

in this class, and if nothing else, they are requested 
to memor ize a few passages of scr ipture and make 
appropriate comments on those passages. 

If our records are correct we have had the good 
fortune of seeing twenty-two precious souls obey 
Chr ist in baptism for the remission of sins. Of this 
number the major ity are adults who were formerly 
active members in some of the denominations of this 
area. T here have been three restorations through 
public confession of sins and seven have placed 
membership. Of those seven one couple departed 
from the faith and now. attends with the faction 
which meets on the north side of town. Also one of 
those who had attended mostly only on Lord's day 
mor nings also went to the "L iberals." 

Among the recent baptisms of the number men-
tioned there are some interesting facts to be related. 
Mr. Charles Henry and his wife Lois were in a home 
Bible discussion class to which we were invited by 
our  neighbor  across the street. T he next evening 
after we came home from the mid-week Bible study 
at the church building, we received a phone call from 
Mr. Henry asking if we may further  study the Bible 
at our house, to which we quickly agreed. After  
several hours of study, at 3:05 a.m. I was privi-
leged to baptize Mr. Henry into Christ upon his con-
fession of faith. After  a few short hours of sleep we 
went to his house where we engaged in Bible study 
with his wife Lois and that afternoon she also put 
on the Lord in baptism. T hey have three lovely 
children. 

Before baptism into Chr ist brother Henry was 
preaching for two congregations of the Lutheran 
Church Missouri Synod. One congregation was called 
"Chr ist Lutheran Church" here in Brooksville; the 
other was "Holy T r inity Lutheran Church" at Ma-
saryktown, Flor ida, just about eight miles south of 
Brooksville. For him it meant giving up a substan-
tial income of something over $200.00 weekly. The 
Brooksville church is presently helping with his sup-
port, and the brethren at T r ilby where brother Jim 
Daniel preaches are also helping him. Brother Henry 
is also now dr iving a school bus for the income 
which that provides. He is studying daily and tak-
ing part in the training class, and hopefully before 
too long will be able to preach the gospel. We intend 
to use him on some occasions for the good we may 
do him in this respect as he learns how to apply the 
pr inciples of New Testament "Christianity." Brother 
Henry has an outstanding education and is well 
founded in the Greek language. He will, by the grace 
of God, and with the help and prayers of the breth-
ren, soon be a fine gospel preacher and able defender 
of the faith once delivered. He has already been in-
strumental in the obedience to Chr ist of his mother 
and one brother, and also played a significant role in 
the conversion of one of his former students in the 
Lutheran Church. Also we are presently working 
with another couple from among the same group of 
which the man has admitted the truth and says he 
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wants to obey but is as yet waiting, trying to get his 
wife to make the step at the same time. 

It is my humble opinion that the time is r ight at 
present for the greatest growth of the Lord's church 
that has been seen for many years. In my opinion 
the drastic changes in the Catholic Church and the 
protestant denominations have caused many to take 
a second look and search the scr iptures more than 
they were prone to do in times past. May we who 
call ourselves servants of 'Chr ist take advantage of 
this time in history to work the works of God while 
time and opportunity are yet with us. 

I do so enjoy the fine paper Searching the Scr ip-
tures and hope that you are able to continue with its 
publication for many years to come. God bless you 
and yours. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -o -----------------  

WILBUR  E.  MURRAY 

On September 22, 1970, my father, Wilbur Mur-
ray, closed his eyes in death. On Fr iday, Septem-
ber 25, services were conducted for him at the An-
tioch church building, where he had labored as the 
minister  and where he had stood only three weeks 
before and presented his last sermon on "T he Bur-
dens Of Life." 

After the singing of three songs by the congre-
gation, Jer ry Eubanks, from Plant City, and Paul 
Andrews, from Northstreet in T ampa, conducted 
the services using 2 T imothy chapter 4 as a text. 
The building was filled to capacity with no standing 
room left, and with as many people standing outside 
the building as. were inside. No gr eater tribute 
could have been paid than that which was paid by 
the comments made concerning his life and by the 
many fr iends who sent flowers and came to pay 
their  last respects. 

About ten years ago he moved back to Antioch 
to work and worship with the church there. He had 
a dream of seeing the old meeting house ( the one 
in which he heard the gospel and had been obedient) 
that had been built in the late 1890's, replaced with 
a new building. Now a comfortable, attractive, air -
conditioned building stands on old "Antioch Hill" 
as a memor ial to his untiring effort and work. 

T he last years of his life were spent in the work 
of the church and in the preaching of the Gospel. 
The smile on his face, even in death, gave assurance 
that death had no holds on him and of the Hope 
which he possessed. 

Even though his mortal life is over, his works do 
follow him. He will be missed not only as a husband, 
and a father, and a friend to many, but as one who 
truly was a fighter of the good fight, a finisher of 
the course, and a keeper of the faith. 

— Char les E . Mur ray P. O. 
Box 653 Lake Wales, 
Fla. 33853 

 
Edgar J. Dye, 4516 W. 28th Ave., Pine Bluff, Ark. 

71601 —  The church of Christ meeting at 4700 West 
28th Avenue here in Pine Bluff met for its first 
service on Sept. 6, 1970, with 172 in attendance at 
Bible study and 196 for  the worship service. The 
next Sunday we had 170 for Bible study and  186 

for worship. We have now been meeting for one 
month and the Sunday morning Bible study attend-
ance has averaged 166. The contr ibution is averag-
ing (roughly)  $500.00 per week. 

The meeting house is designed to seat 320. But 
with chairs properly placed we could accommodate 
about 400 if we were ever forced to do so. Four good 
men, Garlan Brown, Bob Henderson, Arthur 
Mounts, and George Pruett, have served the church 
on the building committee and are to be 
commended for  an outstanding job. 

On the spir itual side we are blessed with a fine 
spir it on the part of all and interest is running high. 
Since our beginning three adults have been restored 
and identified. Also, two teen-agers have obeyed the 
gospel. We plan a gospel meeting as soon as ar-
rangements can be made. Come and visit us. 

For the benefit of all concerned, we note once. 
again that this new church was started with the 
blessings of 6th Ave. from whence we came. It was 
a planned, peaceful separation for the purpose of 
helping the Cause of Chr ist in this city. We repeat: 
I t  was not a split. 

We thank God for our blessings and covet the 
pr ayer s of faithful brethren everywhere.  

Richard McKee, Howell Park church of Christ, 
Station A, P. O. Box 4013, Evansville, Ind. 47711-- 
The brethren of Howell Park church, E vansville, 
Ind., wish to secure the services of a full- time 
preacher. Anyone interested should contact us at 
the above address.  

Joyner W. Adams, Rt. 2, Box 603, Chester, Va. 
23831 —  The Rivermont church is in need of a 
preacher. We have a membership of about 50. We 
own our building and have a nice 3-bedroom home. 
The closest faithful brethren are in Richmond, Va., 
about 25 miles to the North. There are two liberal 
churches close, one in Hopewell, Va. and one in 
Petersburg, Va., so we need a man that can stand 
his ground. Write to the above address if interested. 

Luther W. Martin, 707 Salem Ave., Rolla, Mo. 
65401 —  In April 1970, I was privileged to preach in 
a Sunday through Sunday meeting with the Park-
view church of Christ in Unionville, Mo. Two obeyed 
the gospel. These brethren then asked me to preach 
in another Sunday through Sunday meeting in Sep-
tember, 1970. Again, two obeyed the gospel. One 
was a man seventy years old who had been a Method-
ist since 1929. The other to be baptized was a young 
lady. 

My next scheduled meeting will be with the Ham-
ilton congregation near Modena, Mo., October 18th 
through the 25th. 

Colin Williamson, 2727 N.E. Silver Springs Blvd., 
Ocala,  Fla.  32670 —  Brother  Granville  Tyler was 
with us for a meeting. He did an outstanding job of 
preaching the truth. Two were restored during the 
week. Several have obeyed the gospel recently and 
the Cause seems to be making progress. 

Thomas S. Keaton, Winchester Apts. No. 6, Mur-
ray, Ky. 42071 —  I am writing on behalf of the Ken-  
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tucky L ake Road chur ch of Christ. T he building in 
which this chur ch meets is located about f i f teen 
miles east of Paris, T ennessee on U.S. highway 79. 

I am a student at Mur r ay State Univer sity. I have 
been pr eaching f or these people full time since June 
of 1970. We have a 25 minute r adio program which 
is br oadcast f rom Paris, T enn., each Sunday mor n-
ing. We also have a bulletin which is published and 
mailed once a month. T hese wor ks wer e just star ted 
this summer when I volunteer ed my services fo r  
these ef forts. E ven though this congr egation is en-
gaged in these wor ks they do not have enough 
money to support a full time pr eacher. T hey pay me 
ten dollar s a week, they ar e making payments on a 
small building which they have, and they ar e sup-
porting the wor ks listed above. T he aver age attend-
ance is about 35 people. E ighteen of this number  ar e 
member s of the chur ch. T heir  aver age contribution 
is $50 to $60 a week. A number  of  chur ches have 
either  promised suppor t  or  said that they would 
consider giving to us support in the event that we 
obtain a full time man. T he r eason I do not continue 
to pr each full time for these people is because I am 
a Math and Physics major  and my studies and pur -
suits r equir e a gr eat deal of time. Also I do not have 
time to do the per sonal wor k that should and could 
be done by a full time man. 

You may obtain r ef er ences f or this chur ch and its 
wor k f rom the elder s of  the chur ch of Chr ist  in 
Piano, Illinois. My father is one of the elders and his 
name and addr ess is as follows: Thomas H. Keaton, 
816 E . Fifth St., Sandwich, HI. 60548. 

 
T he apostles of Chr ist sustained to the Master  a 

r elationship similar to the one which he possessed 
with the Father.  Jesus intimated and indicated this 
fact when in petition and pr ayer  he said, "As thou 
hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent 
them into the world" (Jn. 17:18). Also to the apos-
tles He said, "as my Father hath sent me, even so 
send I  you" ( Jn. 20:21). Note par allel passages 
which give evidence that the ones sent of the L or d 
had an affiliation and association like unto the One 
sent of the Father . 

I .  A Similar  Sense of Urgency and Duty.  
1) CHRI S T  T O GOD: "Wist ye not that I must 

be about my Father's business?" ( L k. 2:49) "I must 
wor k the wor ks of  h im that  sent me, while it is 
day:  the night cometh,  when no man can wor k " 
(Jn. 9:4).  

2) APOST L E S  T O CHRI S T : "For we cannot but 
speak the things which we have seen and hear d" 
(Acts 4:20). "T her ef or e seeing we have this min-  
istry, as we have r eceived mer cy,  we f aint not" 
( I I  Cor .  4 :1 ) .  "I  also labour , striving accor ding to 
his wor king, which worketh in me mightily"  (Col. 
1:29). 

II. A Similar Disavowal and Denial of a Personal 
Doctrine. 

1) CHRI S T  T O GOD: "My doctr ine is not mine, 
but his that sent me" ( Jn. 7:16). "F or  I  have not 
spoken of  myself ;  but  the F ather which sent me, 
he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and 
what I should speak" ( Jn. 12:49).  

2) APOST L E S  T O CHRI S T : "I f  any man think-  
eth himself  to  be a prophet, or  spir i tual ,  let  h im 
acknowledge that the things that I  wr ite unto you 
ar e the commandments of the L ord" ( I  Cor. 14:37). 
"F or we pr each not our selves, but Chr ist Jesus the 
L or d; and our selves your  ser vants fo r  Jesus' sake" 
( I I  Cor .  4 : 5 ) .  "But I  certi fy you br ethr en, that the 
gospel which was pr eached of  me is not after man. 
Fo r  I  neither  r eceived  i t  of man,  neither was  I 
taught it, but by r evelation of  Jesus Chr i st" (Gal. 
1:11,12).  

I I I .  A Similar Desire and Determination Not to 
Please Man or Self. 

1) CHRI S T  T O GOD: "I  seek not mine own will, 
but the will of the Father which sent me ( Jn. 5:30).  
"For  even Chr ist pleased not himself " (Rom. 15:3).  

2) AP O S T L E S  T O CHRI S T : "For do I now per -  
suade men, or God? Or do I  seek to please men? 
For  i f  I  yet pleased men, I  should not be the ser vant 
of Christ" (Gal. 1:10). "But as we wer e allowed of  
God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we 
speak; not as pleasing men, but God which tr i eth 
our  hear ts" ( I  T h ess. 2 : 4 ) .  

CONCLUSION 
Saints ar e f ellow- heir s, f ellow- member s, f ellow-

par taker s ( E ph. 3 :6 ) .  Does it not behoove us in our  
common communion to show forth the same atti-
tudes and attr ibutes as those char acter istic of Christ 
to God and of the apostles to Chr ist? L et us shar e 
a sense of urgency "in season and out of  season";  
let us not pr opagate nor promulgate "our " doctrine; 
let us serve unselfishly by the grace of God unto the 
glor y of God. 

602 W. L ee St.  
Piano, Ill. 60545 

 




