
 

 

 

The Pharisees said unto our Lord, "Is it lawful for  a 
man to put away his wife for every cause? And he 
answered and said unto them, Have ye not read that 
he which made them at the beginning made them male 
and female, and said, For this cause shall a man leave 
father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and 
they twain shall be one flesh? Wherefore they are no 
more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath 
joined together, let not man put asunder" (Matt. 19:3-
5). This is God's law, and no man can transgress this 
law of mar r iage without gr ievous sin. 

God willed that the two mar r iage companions 
become one flesh and that they continue to be happily 
united as long as they shell live. In a wedding two 
people are legally bound. In our generation there is 
the question as to how long the union will last. We 
repeat: it should last until death. 

L et not man br eak this tie which God has 
recognized. It is an outgrowth of God's will for the 
good of mankind. The two people are held together by 
strong cords from the two lives if the counsel of God is 
understood and followed. There are many things said 
in the sacred wr iting about the pr incipals that are 
joined together when two well taught and deserving 
young people mar ry. 

She is to recognize the husband as the head of the 
family. This is not stated as a facetious remark, nor as 
an af f irmation in a debate over women's liberation. 
This is the will of God Himself. He knows that the 
home should have a head, and He wills that man 
should take this responsibility. "Wives, submit 
yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. 
For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ 

is the head of the church: and he is the savior of the 
body. Therefore as the church is subject unto Chr ist, 
so let the wives be to their own husbands in 
everything" (Eph. 5:22-25). This is not the thinking of 
modern infidels, but it is wisdom's way. T he same 
Bible includes the rule that the husband should love 
his wife as Christ loved the church. Men are to love 
their wives as their own bodies. Christ gave Himself 
for the church (Eph. 5:25, 28, 33). If the husband loves 
his wife as here suggested her submission will not be a 
galling exper ience. It will be more a matter of her  
coming under his strong arm for protection. Her 
submission and his love are joined together, and what 
God hath joined together let not man put asunder. 

T itus 2:3-5 asked aged women to teach younger 
women to love their  husbands. The same Holy Spirit 
guided Peter in pointing out the fact that husbands 
should honor their wives as also being heirs of 
salvation. The husband, in recognizing her worth and 
mer it, and in realizing that she is the weaker vessel, 
gladly becomes her protector. His honor and respect 
for her, and her love for him, bind the two together as 
one unit. Neither has a desire to be free. Each com-
plements the other. Each needs the other. They are 
happy together. Let nothing destroy his respect for 
her, nor her love for him. God hath joined them 
together. 

There is much work to be done in maintaining and 
keeping a home, and each has much room for gratitude 
as this willing work is accomplished. It is r ight that 
man should provide for his own. He is worse than an 
infidel if he will not (1 Tim. 5:8). The beautiful word 
picture of the worthy woman given in Proverbs 31 
shows her working willingly with her hands as she 
looks to the ways of her household. She is full of good 
works (1 T im. 2:10; Acts 9:36). How can marriage 
succeed if neither is willing to work and to be 
thoughtful in showing gratitude for the work of the 
other? Gratitude expressed makes work easier . 
Cheerful and unselfish work makes gratitude natural. 
God has joined these things together. Let not man put 
them asunder. When a happy husband says, "Many 
daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest 
them all," his wife goes to work with renewed vigor. 
Her pleasant gratitude pays him well for  all he does 
for her. When willing work meets joyful expressions of 
gratitude divorce is unthinkable. 
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A woman that feareth the Lord shall be praised 
because she is praise-worthy. A man who delights to 
pray is prepared to honor his wife as an heir of the 
grace of life. This godly fear leads to purity of life. This 
reverence helps the wife to adorn herself in those most 
beautiful ornaments of the meek and quiet spir it with 
chastity, sobriety, and discretion. What man with faith 
in and love for God would have or could have even the 
slightest desire to put away a wife to whom he could 
say: "All the city of my people doth know that thou art 
a virtuous woman"? (Ruth 3:11). Yes, there are 
divorces, but not when godly fear  and pur ity are 
properly joined together. The curse of God is upon 
those who would defile the character or destroy the 
faith. Immorality and loss of faith explain the alarming 
divorce rate. Godly fear  and pur ity of life explain the 
wonderful stability of the best homes. 

Let her submission and his love be joined together. 
God intended they should thus work to bind the two 
people in perfect unity. Her love for him and his 
respect for her  also serve to guarantee the certain 
stability of the marr iage. Work and gratitude may add 
much pleasure to each day in the home until death 
ends the happy time together. Reverence and godly 
fear  lead to innocence and purity of life, and together 
they provide the very foundation of happiness for the 
two who are thus enabled to have full confidence in 
one another. 
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OPPOSITION TO HERALD OF TRUTH 
FROM STRANGE SOURCES 

It is indeed strange to read what such men as E . R. 
Harper, W. F. Cawyer and I ra Y. Rice, Jr. are saying 
in opposition to the Herald of T ruth these days. For 
many years Ira Rice was in the van of brotherhood 
promotionalism and has always had plenty to say 
about those he classified as "antis." E . R. Harper was 
the preacher at Highland in Abilene, Texas when 
Herald of Truth began and was among its most ardent 
supporters. He did some of the radio preaching in the 
early years of the program and defended it as 
scr iptural in two public debates. He has continued, 
until recently, to be employed by the Highland church 
in connection with Herald of Truth. W. F. Cawyer was 
a paid elder at Highland and traveled throughout the 
country for years doing public relations work in the 
interest of Herald of T ruth. 

Now these three men are warning the brotherhood 
about the present direction the program and its 
management have taken. W. F. Cawyer resigned two 
years ago as an elder at Highland and now will not 
even worship there. Recently, E . R. Harper was fired 
by a committee to whom the Highland elders have 
entrusted the management of Herald of T ruth. For 
years the program was defended as scr iptural because 
it was under the direct oversight of the Highland 
elders. It was argued that this distinguished it from a 
Missionary Society. Now, they have a committee 
(without a single elder on it) with the power to hire 
and fire and attend to the affairs of the program. 

The July, 1973 issue of CONTENDING FOR THE 
FAITH, published by Ira Y. Rice, Jr., carried the story 
of Harper's firing. He was given three weeks to vacate 
his office and was denied access to a copy machine 
during that period. Not one elder signed the letter of 
dismissal. 

Here is part of what W. F. Cawyer said in a recently 
published letter: 

"My heart bleeds when I think about a once strong 
church, which enjoyed the complete confidence of a 
proud brotherhood, that today is floundering on the 
br ink of Pentecostalism, the rankest of which you ever 
heard. I fought hard for the truth against Calvinism as 
it slowly but surely crept into the Highland Church in 
Abilene, Texas. There was a time, looking back to the 

yesterdays, when Highland was a united church, 
perfectly joined together in doctrine and in practice. 
But today, it, the Highland Church, which sponsors 
the Herald of T ruth, is no longer worthy of the 
fellowship and confidence the brethren have had in 
her. It is about to split right down the middle over the 
direct operation of the Holy Spir it." (Via The Christian 
Journal, August, 1973). 

Cawyer further  reported that present-day tongue 
speaking was being defended there, that one deacon 
had argued befor e the elder s that there were 
Christians in all denominations and said that they had 
permitted a hippie- type person to stand in the pulpit 
and lead a prayer which he began with the ir reverent 
"Hi, Dad." He stated that they had recently accepted a 
man and his wife on triune baptism. Also, according to 
Cawyer, a teacher in an adult Bible class held up his 
Bible and said "You must have something more than 
this. T his is not sufficient." He urged brethren to 
check with Brother Harper to ver ify these matters. 

Harper  stated that the preacher was teaching 
doctrinal error in class and that he opposed what he 
was saying. The elders called him in and forbade him 
to do so. 

Consider this statement from Cawyer about the use 
of Herald of T ruth funds: 

"Salar ies have been raised to an absurd amount. 
Men who barely made a living before, now draw 
nearly and perhaps more than $20,000 per year. Men 
have placed wives on the payroll and at one time not 
only a wife, but a daughter. Your money has been 
spent as freely as water, but you did not know it. 
Brethren, its time that some good practical business 
judgment be manifested as well as doctr inal sound-
ness. You, as supporters of the Herald of T ruth 
program, need to know the facts regarding its 
operation." 

It should be kept in mind that none of these men 
opposes the Herald of Truth because he believes the 
sponsoring church arrangement is unscr iptural. In last 
month's issue we dealt with this pr inciple and showed 
why such an arrangement is unscriptural even if there 
were no abuses found. The objections of these men are 
based purely on abuse of the practice and not the 
practice itself. Nevertheless, brethren who have 
supported the program over the years thinking that 
the Highland church was a model of doctrinal sound-
ness and that her elders were a cut above the average 
eldership and therefore uniquely qualified to oversee 
$2,000,000 of brotherhood money a year, need to take 
another look. When men such as Harper and Cawyer, 
who have enjoyed for years the reputation they have 
among the liberal churches, attempt to alert the 
brotherhood to doctrinal unsoundness at Highland 
which is tolerated by the elders, and of organizational 
corruption in the management of the program, then 
brethren ought to at least give them a hear ing. They 
have spent many years of their lives working with that 
church and this program. 

All of this reminds me of the controversy over 
missionar y societies of days gone by. In 1908 J. B. 
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Briney came to Louisville to debate W. W. Otey on the 
societies and instrumental music. Br iney made the 
same arguments in defense of the society which 
Harper, Cawyer and others have made in defense of 
the Herald of T r uth in days gone by. Yet, before 
Br iney died, he lived to see the society he had 
defended fall under the influence of men who were 
marching to a different drum and died bitter  and 
disillusioned about that which he had defended so 
ardently. Indeed, as Brother Miller says so well in his 
column elsewhere in this issue, "the chickens have 
come home to roost." Without trying to steal any of his 
thunder, may I  sincerely say, "I marvel." 

 

A WORTHY MAN AND THE INFALLIBLE 
BOOK 

By approval of the new editor and owner of this fine 
paper, brother Connie W. Adams, I shall be writing as 
often as possible under the heading: "Think On These 
Things," as it appears above. This is a phrase taken 
from Philippians 4:8 and if you will take the time to 
read the context of the statement, you will appreciate 
the significance of these four words. I selected this 
Bible phrase to head this column because it expresses 
precisely what I propose to accomplish in that which I  
wr ite from time to time. 

The general over r iding concept of professed 
religionists today is also the common view held by the 
average man of the world, and that is that moral 
goodness, social benevolence, academic scholarship 
and accumulated mater ial wealth constitute the true 
measurement of what a Christian should be and what 
should ordinar ily constitute the church and its func-
tion. In fact, the sad plight of the present day 
credentials for preachers is that the above mentioned 
qualities are essential to make him a real preacher and 
give him reason to exist as such. The sad, sordid, and 
sickening picture of the human race at the present 
time is a living proof of the moral and spir itual 
evolution in reverse. It is high time that we awake and 
unsheathe the sword of the Spir it and aggressively 
use it with all our might in striking down the spir itual 
wickedness in high places and speak out against the 
evil imaginations of men's hearts which allow the 
corrupt political, moral and spir itual conditions to 
exist as they are in this present generation. 

THE INFALLIBLE BOOK 

We dare to stand and proclaim to the world that we 
hold to no book as an infallible guide in spir itual and 
moral training but the Word of God which we call the 
Bible. It is an infallible book because it came from an 
infallible Being, Jesus Christ the Son of God. In John 
14:26 Jesus told his disciples that the "Comforter, 
which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in 
my name, he shall teach you all things, and br ing all 
things to your remembrance, whatsoever I  have said 
unto you." In John 15:26 Jesus told them further, "But 
when the Comforter  is come, whom I will send unto 
you from the Father, even the Spir it of truth, which 
proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me." 
And again in John 16:13 he states that the Spir it of 
truth would guide the apostles into all truth and would 
speak the things which he heard and in verse 14, "He 
shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall 
shew it unto you." 

In Galatians 1 the apostle Paul affirms that he did 
not receive the gospel by men nor of men, but he 
r eceived it by the r evelation of Jesus Chr ist. 
(Galatians 1:11, 12)  

The Word of God is not only an infallible book, it is 
also a complete book. 2 T imothy 3:16-17 states that 
"All scr ipture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in r ighteousness: that the man of God may 
be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works." 
This book claims to be capable of furnishing a man to 
every thing that God would have him to be, thus 
making the book itself a complete revelation. The 
apostle Paul said, "But though we, or  an angel from 
heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that 
which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. 
As we said before, so say I  now again, If any man 
preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have 
received, let him be accursed" (Galatians 1:8, 9). Even 
an angelic being may not add anything to this book to 
complete it. It is an infallible book and a complete 
book. 

In addition, it is a final book. By this I mean that 
there will be no wr iting or revelation from God at any 
further time, nor has there been any inspired writing 
added to that of the apostles from the period of in-
spiration in the first century to the death of the last 
apostle. In the passage just read from Galatians 1:8, 9, 
it becomes clear that if this book may not have ad-
ditions to it, that no further revelation will be made. In 
Jude three the Holy Spir it through Jude exhorted to 
"earnestly contend for  the faith which was once 
delivered unto the saints." The Amer ican Standard 
Version reads, "once for all delivered unto the saints." 

We have an infallible book, a complete book and a 
final book. But this book is also the basis of judgment 
for the entire human race. Jesus said in John 5:22, 
"For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed 
all judgment unto the Son." But the Son judges all men 
through his Wor d. "He that rejecteth me, and 
receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: 
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the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him 
in the last day." 

In Revelation 20:11-15 the scene of the judgment 
depicts all nations and all men standing before the 
judgment seat of Christ to be judged out of the things 
which were written in the books, according to their 
works. These four important considerations ought to 
impress each one of the great value of reading, 
learning and living by the New Testament of Jesus 
Christ. 

A WORTHY MAN 
The word "worthy" simply indicates to be worth, to 

weigh, to be worthy of. It is used of different things 
and in different ways in the scriptures. In Colossians 
1:10, Ephesians 4:1 and Philippians 1:27 the term 
indicates the work or manner of life of a man as 
making him worthy of acceptance with God or with the 
calling of the vocation in which he is to work. This is 
not to be understood as laying claim on the part of man 
of being accepted by God because of any meritor ious 
act or thought on his part, but only by his conforming 
to the words of the Spir it can his obedient faith be 
counted for the r ighteousness that from God's point of 
view would be worthy of the var ious blessings that 
come through Chr ist the Lord.  

The word teaches that the workman is worthy of his 
meat (Matthew 10:10; Luke 10:7; I  T im 5:18). The 
younger son in the parable of the "prodigal son" did 
not consider himself worthy to be called the son of his 
father because of the great sin against his father (Luke 
15:21). The redeemed will be counted worthy to walk 
with Chr ist in white (Rev. 3:4). 

I  suppose that different men would read into the 
word "worthy" some things that should not be found 
and they would leave off some things that should be 
included. By using the Bible as the only standard, we 
would be compelled to list the following as essential 
attributes of a worthy man. He would be a man of 
faith, uncompromising faith, the kind of faith that 
would be stable and consistent with all things taught 
in the Word of God. A worthy man would also be a 
man of great sacrifice whose life reflects an unselfish 
disposition in all things toward God and his fellowman. 
Romans the 12th chapter  and the first two verses 
point out the need for  presenting the ultimate of a 
man's body as a sacrifice unto God; His body with all 
the service it can produce. A worthy man would be an 
uncompromising, unyielding, and unwaver ing in-
dividual with regard to his goals and his work. 

Lastly, a worthy man would have to be a man who 
loved God with all his heart, with all his soul, with all 
his spir it, with all his mind and to love the truth above 
all else and have a deep bur ning desir e for the 
salvation of the souls of men who are lost. 

In speaking of an infallible book and a worthy man, I 
am putting together a combination which has proved 
to be the only great power in this world to conquer sin 
and the consequence of sin, and to produce as nearly as 
possible a world with a reasonable environment to 
produce happiness, contentment and the profound 
hope of a life to come. I pray that each one who reads 

this article should strive to be a worthy man or woman 
using faithfully the infallible book. Some little boy or 
gir l, some young man or woman, some babe in Christ 
or some weak brother needs you to help him set his 
direction toward heaven. Somebody needs your  
teaching and perhaps even more your  example of 
what you teach that they may go to heaven with you.  

CONNIE W. ADAMS, A WORTHY MAN 
The new editor of Searching The Scriptures, Connie 

W. Adams, in my judgment, has proved himself to be a 
worthy man of God in the sense in which I have used 
it, who faithfully clings to the infallible book. I must 
br iefly address myself to the editor in these words: 
Connie, my beloved fr iend and brother in the Lord and 
co-worker for the Master, I shall always understand 
your problems, heartaches, and difficulties in editing 
and publishing Searching The Scriptures. I shall also 
share your joys and the refreshing peace of mind that 
comes from doing for others and glorifying God. I pray 
to my Father and your Father that He will be as good 
to you as He has been to me, and that will be enough. I 
pray that your days may be long and that your health 
may be good so that you may accomplish your desire 
to save the lost, to strengthen the saved, and to glor ify 
God with the assistance of all your contributors to this 
paper. I shall always stand ready to be of help in any 
way I  can. When the last word has been written and 
both our pens lie still upon the tablet and eternity has 
claimed us both, nothing will be important but that we 
will have so lived and labored that we may hear the 
sweet words of the Master, "Well done thou good and 
faithful servant, enter into the joys of thy Lord." 

Finally, my brethren, let me encourage you to keep 
your face toward the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus and let nothing turn you to the r ight or to 
the left; labor to the end with the r ighteous zeal that 
you had in the ver y beginning. 

Be a worthy man with the infallible book. Think on 
these things. 
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"WRESTING THE SCRIPTURES-NO. 3." 

I pointed out in the first article of this series that the 
word "wrest" as used by Peter  (2 Pet. 3:16) means to 
twist or turn. It conveys the idea of taking scr iptures 
out of their context and making a false application. 
Our study for this month is based on James 5:14-15. 
James says, "Is any sick among you? Let him call for 
the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, 
anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; and the 
prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall 
raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall 
be forgiven him!" 

This good text has been wrested by many false 
teachers. First we have a group who believes that 
miracles have been perpetuated to this age. T hey 
claim to duplicate the miracles of Jesus and the 
apostles. They are quick to inform us that Jesus is on 
their  side. From this text they claim miraculous 
power, because we still have elders. They tell us if we 
give up one we must give up the other. 

Before we go into a study of the text itself, I want to 
affirm that I believe physical sickness is under con-
sideration in the text. Some brethren, in order to 
answer this quibble, have advocated that only 
"spir itual sickness" is under consideration. I do admit 
that "spir itual sickness" as a secondary matter is 
discussed in the text. James says, "Is any sick among 
you? Let him call for the elders of the church." The 
text says they were to pray over him and the prayer of 
faith would save the sick, and he would be raised up. 
Then after this the text says, "And if he have com-
mitted sins, they shall be forgiven him." It could not be 
denied that this portion of the text refers to "spir itual 
sickness". However, the text makes it clear by the 
word "if that this type of sickness may not exist, and 
thus "spir itual sickness" is a secondary matter. If the 
first sickness meant only spir itual sickness then the 
expression "if they have" would make no sense. 

James indicates that he may or may not be guilty of 
sinning. The conclusion must be that the first part of 
the text refers to physical sickness and the latter  part 
to spir itual sickness. 

I believe the text teaches miracles were performed. 
It is sometimes argued that the Lord did not heal 
saved people. However, a brief study of the Bible will 
prove this to be false. In Matthew nine, the Lord 
healed a man with palsy after he had forgiven his sins. 
Another example of this was Dorcas in Acts nine. It is 

true that miracles were performed to make believers 
but not always for the benefit of the one on whom it 
was performed. People who observed the miracle 
could also be made believers as a result of this power. 

Some may ask, "Why call for the elders of the 
church?" Could not any faithful member pray and do 
the same for the sick? This could possibly be so, but 
one must keep in mind that the apostle had to "lay 
hands" on certain members of the church to impart the 
gift of healing as well as other gifts. In Acts eight, we 
have the case of the Samar itans who had been bap-
tized in the name of the Lord but had not received the 
Holy Spir it. We observe in verse seventeen that the 
apostles laid hands on them and imparted the Holy 
Spirit. It is but natural that the elders would be among 
the first to receive these spir itual gifts. James makes 
it clear that the elders had the miraculous power to 
raise the sick. Other verses teach us where and how 
they received it. Sometimes when the "fake" healer  
fails he claims the person did not have enough faith. 
Notice James says, "The prayer of faith shall save the 
sick! He did not say the "Prayer for the faithful." 

But someone says, "What about the anointing with 
oil?" Does this not show that the elders acted as 
"doctors" using medication and thus eliminating any 
sort of a miracle? It is true that in biblical times oil was 
sometimes used medicinally. However, it was also 
used symbolically. For example, it was used in the 
coronation of prophets, pr iests and kings (See 1 Sam. 
10:1,9). Even though oil may have therapeutic value, it 
seems that if this had been the case the Bible would 
say "Call your doctor" rather than "call for the elders." 
The word sick in our text comes from "Asthence" 
which literally means to be weak or without strength. 
Thus, physical sickness is definitely under con-
sideration. We should not be reluctant to admit  
miracles could be performed in Bible times but we 
should stand firmly against the modern "faker" who 
claims they have been perpetuated to this age. 
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THE CHICKENS HAVE COME HOME 

In the debates I had with G. K. Wallace and Guy N. 
Woods, when the charge was made that the Herald of 
Truth was parallel with the Missionary Society, they 
replied that this could not be true because the 
Missionary Society was under a board and the Herald 
of Truth was under the elders of the Highland church. 
T his car r ied the poorly taught and they went out 
saying the Herald of T ruth could not be like the 
Missionary Society because it was under an eldership. 

In his paper, CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH, Ira 
Y. Rice, Jr . in the July issue, gives a lengthy account 
of the dismissal of E . R. Harper from the Herald of 
T ruth and a long letter  reprinted to that effect, signed 
not by the Highland elders but by some committee for 
TV and Radio. T HE  CHICKE NS HAVE COME  
HOME TO ROOST. The Herald of Truth is not under 
the elders at Highland but under a committee or board 
separate from the elders and not a bit different from 
the board that governs the society. 

It is time for the liberal brethren to admit they were 
wrong and withdraw from the Herald of T ruth 
completely. If they are honest and were honest at the 
time they said they could not be likened to each other, 
for one, the society was under a board, and the Herald 
of Truth was under the elders of Highland. They can 
find out for themselves now that this is not true. I do 
not expect them to take my word for the facts. They 
can wr ite to brother W. F. Cawyer who for years was 
the spokesman for the radio program. He will tell all 
who wr ite that the elders aid not sign the letters that 
led to Harper's dismissal and that the program is now 
under some committee and not under the elders. E . R. 
Harper now has plenty of time and he will tell them 
the same thing. 

When the Herald of T r uth was created it was 
pointed out that a monster was brought into being 
that was too big for  any one congregation. That was 
what was wrong and why it was opposed. It cen-
tralized millions of dollars in the hands of one set of 
men and made one church responsible for work never 
intended by God. Once started it could not be stopped 
for it had everything necessary to carry on its own life. 
It had its own organization, its own production people, 
its own money, its own product, its own mailing 
permit, etc. We urged at the time that the Highland 
elders could not even stop the program if they desired. 
It would only move somewhere else and continue to do 
business. 

E . R. Harper got what was coming to him. He 
started the Herald of T ruth connected with great 
misgivings. He knew better and the dismissal in his 
old age is another example of how the young men are 
taking the liberal brotherhood. It was men like Harper 
who made this possible. Harper talked to men about 
this very thing and now the chickens come home to 
roost. 

What about it brethren? Are you still willing to 
make donations to the Herald of Truth now that you 
know it is not under the elders of Highland? Are you 
honest enough to say "we were wrong" and the 
program has all the character istics of the Missionary 
Society? 

It is not too late to save the church but late enough 
to tell where these things lead. Determine the facts for 
yourself and have a period of new examination. Forget 
the bitterness and what might have been present at 
the time of division and get on the road to heaven by 
asking for "old paths." What difference does it make if 
some of us say, "I told you so?" Can this compare with 
going to heaven? 

THE CHICKENS HAVE COME HOME TO ROOST 
and the Missionary Society and the Herald of T ruth 
are directly parallel in every respect. No longer can 
any honest man oppose one and defend the other. 

 

QUESTION: Within our tiny congregation we all 
agree that if we find another Chr istian in dire need 
(such as of food, clothes, etc.), then we are obligated to 
help him even if he is in error (such as supporting 
institutionalism). We disagree over whether we could 
use money from the church treasury to help this type 
of person. Could you help us with this question?— S.G. 

ANSWER: The obligation of a church in helping a 
Christian in dire need should be discharged with due 
respect for congregational lines— independence and 
autonomy. Our quer ist does not say whether or not 
the Chr istian to be helped is a member of the 
congregation from whose treasury he is to be helped. 
If so, then that congregation has a twofold obligation, 
namely, physical and spir itual. Physically, to supply 
food, etc. Spir itually, to teach him concerning truth. In 
accomplishing the latter, patience, meekness, for-
bearance, and love (Eph. 4:1-3; Gal. 6:1,2) should be 
shown. If the Christian being helped shows himself to 
be obstinate, factious, and, therefore, unworthy of 
fellowship (Rom. 2:8; 2 Cor. 12:20; T itus 3:10 A.S.V.), 
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such help should be withdrawn and such treatment 
administered as the Scr iptures demand. 

If, however, the Christian found, who is in need, 
should be a member of another congregation, the 
matter should be pointed out to that church that it 
might discharge its duty to its own. Remember, the 
help for the "brethren in Judaea" was sent to the 
"elders" (Acts 11:29,30). Each eldership or church was 
then in position to fulfill its obligation to its own. 

If through negligence or ignorance, this Chr istian 
in need should not be a member of any congregation, 
then a threefold duty falls upon whomever the op-
portunity presents itself: 1) to teach him the truth 
about membership in a local church, 2) to teach him 
the truth concerning other errors of which he may be 
guilty, and 3)  help him in a mater ial way. I would 
suggest helping him mater ially while the teaching 
process is going on, unless and until he should prove 
himself unworthy as pointed out above. 

 
THE INSTRUMENT IS NOT A DEAD ISSUE  
One of the mistakes that Christians can make is to 

think that the question of instrumental music in the 
worship of the New Testament Church is a dead issue. 
Nothing could be farther from the truth. It is as live an 
issue as "Watergate" is at this wr iting. 

In the Broadway (Texas) Bulletin, June 6, 1965, 
page 2, a letter from James DeForest Murch, ad-
dressed to the then minister of the Broadway Church 
and now President of Pepperdine, William S. 
Banowsky, is printed in which Murch comments on his 
book, The Mirror Of A Movement. Murch says, "As I  
read your book I was impressed that there is ver y 
little that divides us in our commitments and in our 
practices. One of these days there is going to be a 
break between our "liberals" and our "conservatives" 
which will be open schism (as the world views these 
things) and many of us envision a day when there will 
be closer fellowship with men like yourself and 
churches like Lubbock." A "closer fellowship" between 
the Chr istian Church with the instrument and the 
Broadway Church is a cause for alarm. 

In a letter dated March 30, 1965, Reggie Thomas, 
preacher for the E ast Point, Ga. Chr istian Church, 
said of Wayne Poucher, "he is not as radical as many of 
the Church of Chr ist preachers are; he is willing to 
recognize members of the Chr istian Church as 
Christians; he doesn't consign us to hell for using the 
musical instrument, as do many of the Chur ch of 

Christ brethren. Because Brother Poucher is willing to 
consider the music question a matter of opinion, he 
does speak in a lot of Chr istian Churches." 

The May 1967, issue of the Reporter of Direct Mail 
Evangelism, published by the Brown Trail Church at 
Hurst, T exas, contained a letter written by Don 
DeWelt, a member of the Christian Church which uses 
the instrument. In this letter  he said, "The brothers at 
Hurst, Texas are of the group who do not use the 
instrument in accompaniment with their  singing. We 
are in full agreement that neither of our convictions 
will be violated in this effort to reach the lost world." 
Here members of the Church of Christ and members of 
the Christian Church are also pictured in the meeting 
in which the above agreement was made. Among 
those pictured is Roy Deaver the minister  and one of 
the elders of the Brown T rail Church. After this 
ar rangement was given publicity, the Brown Trail 
Church called off the deal, but the fact remains that at 
least at the time of the or iginal agreement, there was 
enough of a compromise seen that the Chr istian 
Church could be assured that the Church of Christ 
would not say anything on the question of in-
strumental music strong enough that their  "con-
victions will be violated." 

Go back and read the first article in this ser ies in 
which W. Car l Ketcherside says a meeting of minds 
has been reached by those in the Church of Christ and 
the Christian Church and that those in the Church of 
Christ will tone down their opposition to instrumental 
music. How long has it been since you have heard a 
sermon on the Herald of T ruth on the Sin of In-
strumental Music in Worship? Read Ketcherside's 
statement and know why. 

We stand ready to affirm that singing is what is 
author ized and that the instrument is unscr iptural, 
therefore, sinful. (2 Jno. 9-11)  
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truth while there in the Philippines. Brother Granke 
took the initiative in receiving and distributing funds 
and clothing for the brethren in the Philippines who 
were so hard hit by the typhoon last year in Luzon, 
and the great drought in Mindanao which was just 
broken when we were there. Brother Heard also 
helped in this work. Brethren in America are to be 
commended for sending tons of clothing and thousands 
of dollars for relief of the brethren there. L iberal 
brethren would be hard pressed to call anyone "anti" if 
they could have seen the amount sent there to 
brethren whom they had never seen personally. The 
need was satisfied in Luzon and some of that money 
and clothing was sent to Mindanao to help those 
brethren. 

Brother Butler and I remained in Baguio on Sunday 
of that week while Brother Little preached in Angeles 
City where Clark Air Force Base is located. We were 
sorry to leave the cool climate of that mountain resort 
city but this we did on Monday heading back to Manila 
for an overnight stay before leaving again for other  
places. Besides Juan Gawe, mentioned earlier, his son, 
Andrew also preaches in Baguio. They have since 
combined the congregations and have rented a fine 
place of worship in the center of town where they will 
all worship together . Andrew is a very capable, 
educated man, supported by Floral Heights church in 
Wichita Falls, Texas and is a great help to the young 
preachers in that area. He speaks three native dialects 
plus English and is a very capable man. He has had a 
short training class for preachers and others since we 
left, helping them under stand the institutional 
problems. Two preachers and a student from the 
Philippine Bible College, run by our liberal brethren, 
took their  stand with faithful brethren while we were 
there. These and other brethren are doing a com-
mendable work in helping many to understand the 
truth regarding the institutional issues. T he four 
Amer ican brethren connected with the school were 
daily challenged to defend the school from the 
scriptures by Brother  L ittle while we were there, but 
we saw nothing of them. They are "hurting" because 
so many of their  students and preachers are leaving 
their  ranks. There is a very small group of native 
brethren worshiping with the liberal church there in 
Baguio (plus the boys who are in school) while there 
are some 50 meeting with the conservative brethren. 

My second week there was spent separated from 
the other Americans as they went to the island of 
Mindoro while I visited three churches on the eastern 
side of Luzon island. I first visited the "coconut pro-
vince" of Quezon preaching one night at Dipaculao 
where Eusebio Ballio preaches. Brother Ballio is 
supported by churches in Portsmouth, Ohio and 
Brownsburg, Indiana. A ver y hard, dusty bus r ide 
took three Filipinos and me to this eastern city where 
we arrived in time for a roast pig supper, a symbol of a 
special occasion. I preached to a packed house in one of 
two meeting houses built for the purpose that I saw. 
The next day we arose at four o'clock for Cabanatuan, 
the "bread-basket" of the Philippines, thusly named 

for the great amount of rice and grain grown there. 
Samuel Ordinario is the young preacher there sup-
ported by the church in Woodbury, Tennessee. Eight 
were baptized during our two-day stay there. Then we 
visited one day in Guimba where David Gamit 
preaches and it was there that 19 responded to the 
invitation, including eight from the Christian church. 
T hat after noon we made our way by Jeepney to 
Angeles City to join with Frank and Wally for a one-
day lectureship in the city by Clark Air Force Base. 
Castorio Gamit is the faithful preacher there and is 
doing a fine work. Brother Gamit traveled with me 
while in the Philippines and is one of the finest men I  
know. I stayed over in Angeles City to preach Sunday 
morning while Brother Butler and Brother Little went 
to the Manila area. In the afternoon Brother Gamit 
and I went to Murphy congregation also in the Manila 
area, and for the evening service all three of us 
preached at Dian, Makati where Carlos R. Azcarraga 
preaches. This is the church which was or iginally a 
Christian Church until two years ago when J. T . Smith 
and Connie Adams visited them, and were successful 
in teaching them the truth, and the entire church was 
converted. 

Our last week was spent in Olongapo and on the 
Island of Mindanao. We had a one-day stand in 
Olongapo where Cubic Navy Base is located and where 
Brother and Sister Pat Heard now worship. Carlos 
Valenzuela is the native preacher there. On Fr iday we 
flew to Mindanao where Brother Romulo Agduma had 
arranged for a lectureship in Davao. Because of 
transportation problems we were not able to keep our 
appointment at Roxas in the Visayas and because of 
the political unrest in Mindanao we had only one 
meeting there. There were about 50 preachers in 
attendance at Davao, and it was there that I finally, 
after 16 years, was able to meet Romulo B. Agduma 
face to face. On Monday following we flew back to 
Manila and on May 3, after a br ief stop in Tokyo we 
flew back to Los Angeles and home. Frank had 
pr eceded Wally and me one day on his way 
homeward. 

SOME FINAL OBSERVATIONS 

As in any place there are a few unworthy preachers. 
So it is in the Philippines, but probably no more than 
in Amer ica. Some have been dishonest about the 
amount of support received, and some immoral in 
other ways. Brethren should double-check, but I do 
not mean to imply there are many of such men. There 
are few. Most are fine, capable men. I see no need for 
Amer icans to go to the Philippines on a permanent 
basis, for there are very capable men who can do the 
job there. They can do more for their country and the 
church than we can. For this same reason I  could not 
encourage men to move there permanently. Andrew 
Gawe, Romulo Agduma and Vic T ibayan are very 
capable. Billy Hayuhay and Noli Villamor along with 
Castorio Gamit who traveled with me are very capable 
men. I truly learned to love and appreciate them. 
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VESTAL CHAFFIN, 217 S.  Fi rst Av e., Paden City, 
W. Va. 26159. Two men were baptized here recently, 
one about 60, the other in his late sixties. Also two 
wer e r estored, one of whom was withdrawn from by 
the chur ch here sever al years ago. We have a gospel 
meeting scheduled here S ept. 17 - 26 with Harry Rice 
preaching. I am to be with the church at Cameron,  
Ohio Oct. 1- 7 and with the Homeworth Road church in 
Alliance, Ohio Nov. 5- 11 in gospel meetings. When you 
ar e in this section of the Ohio Valley, stop and visit 
with us. 

DWIGHT C. EDWARDS, 403 College St., Waycross, 
Ga. 31501. A new congr egation began meeting in 
Blackshear, Ga. on Sunday, August 5, 1973. Twenty -
th ree wer e pr esent fo r  the f i r st  service. Blackshear is 
in Pierce County, about nine miles f rom Waycross. 
T his is the only congregation in that county. I un -
der stand there ar e yet 51 counties in Georgia without 
the L or d's chur ch ( sound or otherwise). Lord, forgive 
our negligence!  

EFRAIN G. PEREZ, Casilla 3052, Correo Cent r al, 
Santiago, Chile. I n August two were baptized at De 
Julio congregation, a woman and a man. T hough we 
ar e well, our country has big trouble. About 80% of 
the workers in Chile are on st r i ke. I n f l ation is up 
400% in the last six months. We ar e waiting on God. 
P lease pr ay f or  us.  
THOMAS N. THRASHER, P.O. Box 1941, Decatur ,  
Alabama 35601. A public debate is scheduled Nov. 8- 9, 
15- 16 with nightly sessions at 7:30. T his will be held in 
 

Finally, there are a number of fine men under fire 
f rom l iberal br ethren in the Philippin es who oper ate 
Philippine Bible College. Liber al chur ches continue to 
lose members, and this hur t s those liber al brethren. 
So  I  strongly urge churches to seek out a worthy man 
and help him. Native br ethren are not able to suppor t  
their own preachers since pover ty  is so wide spr ead. 
T he dependable brethr en there ar e cautious as to  
whom they recommend because some have been 
dishonest with funds. But any man who has been to 
the Philippines can put any church or individual in 
contact with a good man. Some can b e supported on 
$50 per month; others need up to $200 depending on 
family and place of living. Cost of living in the cities is 
much higher. But I know of no better place to put the 
L or d's money for  the amount of good done than the 
Philippines. So as the Filipino would say MABUHAY 
(GREETINGS) to any who would be interested in 
doing work in that country.  

16324 L assen S t r eet 
Sepulveda, Califor nia  91343  

the building of the church of Christ, Old Moulton Road, 
Decatur. The disputants will be Ronald Sanders of the 
Chur ch of God (independent) and T homas N. T hrasher  
of the chur ch of  Christ. T he discussion will concer n the 
plan of salvation. Please attend and bring others with 
you. 

JAMES C. JONES, R.F.D. 1, Chicopee Rd., Gor ham, 
Maine 04038. August, 1973 marks the beginning of my 
fourth year with the church here in southern  Maine. 
During the past three years, two have been baptized. 
T her e ar e pr esently 9 members of  this congr egation. 
T he chur ch her e mails out a monthly paper dealing in 
f i rst principles to 500 families in the area. Shortly, we 
commence a Bible corr espondence course. T he chur ch 
owns a building lot and plans to build when possible. I  
am losing $100 per month in support starting January  
1, 1974 and will be glad to supply particulars and 
r ef er ences to either  chur ches or individuals interested 
in helping. All support is on the basis of Phil. 4:15. We 
will appreciate receiving notification of those moving 
into our area. See our ad in this paper  fo r  di rections to 
the meeting place.  

MIKE DUBOSE, Rt. 2, Kingst on  Sp r ings, T enn. 
37082. Bobby Witherington just concluded a series of 
gospel meetings at the Shacklett church of Christ .  
Four were baptized and six confessed wr ongs. T hat 
makes five baptized and seven r estored here this year.  
We invite you to worship with us when in our area. 
T he building is located on Hwy. 70 West, about twenty 
miles west of Nashville.  

MARSHALL E. PATTON,  930 Weatherly Road, 
Huntsville, Alabama 35803. My recent meeting at 
Inglenook in Birmingham resulted in 10 baptisms and 
1 r esto ration.  

FRANKL I N L . SANDS, Rt. 1, Box 431, Winchester, 
Va. 22601. My wif e and I have moved to Winchester, 
Va. f rom Mio, Michigan wher e I  labor ed six and a half  
year s with the church. In Winchester we found a small 
gr oup of sincer e Chr istians, humbly engaged in living 
the Chr istian life and ser ving the L ord to the best of 
their  abil i ty.  T h e f act that they had existed and 
developed normally for five year s without the aid of a 
r egular preacher speaks wel l  f o r  t hei r  sincer i t y ,  
ability and determination. Since arriving  in Januar y, 
15 have been baptized into Christ. All are being taught 
to "hold f ast the form of sound words, which thou hast  
hear d of me (Paul), in faith and love which is in Chr ist 
Jesus." We solicit your prayers.  

RAL P H JOINER, P.O. Box 387, Clermont, Fla. 32711. 
Having r esigned the wor k with the church in Cler -  
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mont, Fla., I  am free to locate with any sound church 
in need of a preacher. While I would prefer a self-
supporting church overseen by good bishops, I would 
certainly consider small churches where a great need 
exists. Interested churches may contact me at the 
above address. References gladly furnished on 
request. 

J. D. WALKER, 2245 East Belmont Ave., Fresno, 
California 93701. Otis Moyer has moved to Napa, 
California to work and I have followed him in the work 
in Fresno. 

BENCHES AVAILABLE 
ELDERS, Macdill Ave. church, 5008 S. Macdill Ave., 
Tampa, Fla. 33611 (Phone 837-2384). In October or 
November of this year, this congregation will have 
available 28 benches, 13 feet long, of good solid pine 
construction (no knots), approximately 20 years old. 
We will sell, or give away depending on the cir-
cumstances of those interested. Contact the elders as 
above. 

PREACHERS NEEDED 
The Southside church of Christ in Myrtle Beach, 

South Carolina, is in need of a man to work full-time in 
this area. If anyone would like to work for the Lord in 
a state with few sound churches, please contact us. 
The address is 1500 Hwy. 15, Myrtle Beach, S.C. 
29577, or you may call me, Bart Campbell, at 448-5881 
(area code 803). 

The church in Butler, Alabama has been without a 
full-time preacher for over two years. We are small in 
number (about 20 members) but we have a com-
fortable meeting house which is debt free. Our weekly 
contr ibution averages about $150. We are presently 
helping to support two gospel preachers, one in 
Mississippi and one in Ar izona. If interested please 
write or call collect: R. B. Deavours, P.O. Box 234, 
Butler, Ala. phone 459-2418 or C. Q. Smith, P.O. Box 
561, Butler, Ala. Phone 459-2122. 

PERSECUTION-Chr istians are having to meet 
secretly in Nepal. If police discover them assembled, 
they are subject to impr isonment. In Afghanistan a 
congregation is meeting illegally. It is against the law 
there to be a Christian subject to the death penalty. In 
Malaysia the church in Penany has been denied 
permission to hold public services. (From Christian 
Chronicle, May 22, 1972). In June of this year the 
"Uganda Church of Chr ist" has been banned and 
branded "dangerous to peace and order." While 
regularly thanking God for our freedom, don't forget 
to pray for those who do not have it. 

 

 
authenteo: "usurp authority" The Greek verb 

authenteo, which occurs only in I T im. 2:12, is one of 
the so called hapax legomena of the New T estament. 
T hayer descr ibes the ver b as "Biblical and 
ecclesiastical"; however, cognates of the verb occur in 
contemporary papyri, (see Vocabulary of the Greek 
Testament, Moulton and Milligan). 

CLASSICAL FORMS AND MEANINGS 
Authenteo appears to be derived from autos, "self," 

etc., and hanuo, "perform," "accomplish." 
Cognate verb forms of authenteo are used with the 

following meanings: "to have full power or authority 
over," "commit a murder," "take in hand." 

A noun form of the term means "perpetrator," 
"author," "doer," "master." Another noun form of the 
term means "absolute sway," "author ity." Still 
another noun form means "pr incipal." 

There is an adjective form of the term that means 
"war ranted," "authentic," "author itative." 
IN I TIM. 2:12 

The basic meaning of authenteo in I Tim. 2:12 seems 
to be "rule," "gover n," "have dominion over "; 
however, inherent in the term is the idea of a self-
appointed or  self-styled ruler, ("autocrat"). This latter 
point probably explains the KJV r ender i ng 
"usurp. . . ." 

"OVER A MAN" 
The rendering "over a man" is from the genitive 

andros, "of a man." It is quite common for a verb of 
ruling to take a genitive object instead of the usual 
accusative object. We could translate authentein 
( infinitive form) andros, "rule a man," "dominate a 
man." 
"MAN" AS "HUSBAND" 

There are no Greek words for "husband" and "wife," 
as opposed to the simple words "man," and "woman." 
T her efore, the context must determine when 
"woman" should be "wife," and when "man" should be 
"husband." 

It is quite possible that "man" in I  Tim. 2:12 should 
be understood as "husband." In fact, some reputable 
grammar ians and commentators use "husband" in-
stead of "man" in the passage. 

In any event, there is an interesting similar ity 
between I  Tim. 2:11, 12 and I Cor. 14:34, 35. In the 
latter  verses most translations understand "men" 
(Greek andres) to be "husbands." 




