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The Aging of the Church

ne does not have to travel to very many churches

before he notices that the church is aging. In one

respect this is not bad. The transition from birth
to old age is a natural process, unless it is interfered
with by accident or some disease that causes premature
death. In the general population, enough new births oc-
cur that there usually is not a disproportionate number
of older folks. However, in America this has changed to
some degree, brought about by millions of abortions and
the improvement of medical care which enables most
Americans to live longer. The effect this is having so-
cially is that the social security and medicare programs
are headed for bankruptcy in the immediate future. The
general idea about how to handle the problem of baby
boomers going into retirement is to raise social security
and other taxes on the young to offset the cost explosion
in caring for the elderly.

But, the church cannot solve its problem of aging
with dollars. The problem of aging in the local church is
threatening the very existence of some churches. A few
more years and funerals will leave some churches unable
to keep their doors open.

The problem of aging churches affects urban church-
es in a unique way. In cities where there are several
churches, one or two churches become the gathering
point of young people. Once the trend begins, parents
with younger children want their children around other
Christians, so they gravitate toward the churches with
an active group of young Christians. There is noth-
ing sinful about this, but its effect is that it compounds
problems for other local churches. Barring some reversal
of fortune, these aging churches will eventually be un-
able to sustain their own works because of the aging of
its membership. Unfortunately, couples who moved to
churches with more children may find that the church in
their neighborhood has shut its doors or is nearly to that

point when their children are grown and they no longer
want to drive across town to go to worship.

Mac Lynn, an institutional preacher who has done
more work on statistical information about churches of
Christ than anyone I know, wrote about the diminishing
size of the churches of Christ saying,

In the newly released directory, 21st Century Christian
identifies 12,629 a cappella Churches of Christ with
1,578,281 adherents nationwide.

Those figures represent 526 fewer churches and 78,436

For some time, brethren

have been requesting

that we put out some

literature that is more
visually attractive to
students. Several of us
have been working on this
project for several years

and some of it is already in

print and others are soon to be published.

On pages 16-19 we have reproduced one
lesson from the fourth grade section of the
Word in the Heart series. We like how the
material looks and hope you will as well.

Show it to your elders, teachers, and
the one who orders Bible class material.
We know that the content is such that
you can recommend it and we think
that the students and teachers will

like its visual appearance as well.

TRUTH MAGAZINE ¢ APRIL 2010 1-800-428-0121




The Aging of the CRUTCH .......ccuveveirvuiriiiieiiiiiiniciicnecinicsneenee 2
MIKE WILLIS

Marriage: Expiriation Date After Seven Years.................ccu..... 4
RON HALBROOK

QUESLIONS ANA ANSWET Svveeeeeeeieeeereerrrrnisiieeseeeesersssssssssessseesssens 6
BOBBY GRAHAM

WOTSHIP i1 SONG.....uvvniiiriiiriiniiiiiiiinticicnicsat st sae s 8
DAVID DANN

I11 the NEWS c..uecuverneinnirrinniiniiicnnicsenicnstsresicssessesstsssessnessesane 10
STEVEN E. DEATON

Theories of Men Answered it GeNesis I ..........coevvuerruesrersucnnenas 11
JOHN ISAAC EDWARDS

The Nature of God: His WOTK .........ccoevuereruevrvierieerireerssueesnnnen. 12
STEVE WALLACE

Are Natural Catastrophes a Judgment of God?........................ 15
DOUG ROUSH

Word in the Heart Lesson: The Apostles.............ccuuevvuercueennnene. 16
CLASS MATERIAL

Roman Emperor Worship and the Book of Revelation............. 20
STEVEN J. WALLACE

The Ship of Zion—Sailing Troubled Seas................couceeueennenn. 24
FRANK RICHEY

D (0 1 - 28
DONNA HALBROOK

Rules are Rules, and Exceptions are EXceptions ...................... 30
ETHAN LONGHENRY

Directory of CHUTCHES ..........ueveeevvvierieeriienieteniicseeessaeesnnens 33

Cover Picture: The Maison Carrée in the city of Nimes in south central France.

1-800-428-0121

eeime O

Truth Magazine (1SN
1538-0793) is published once
a month by Guardian of Truth
Foundation, P.O. Box 9670,
Bowling Green, KY 42102.
Postage paid at Bowling Green,
KY and additional mailing
offices.

Manuscripts should be sent to
Mike Willis, 6567 Kings Ct.,
Avon, IN 46123, (317) 370-1940.
Email: mikewillis@indy.rr.com.
Subscriptions, renewals and
other correspondence should be
sent to Truth Magazine, P.O. Box
9670, Bowling Green, KY 42102.
Book orders should be sent to
Truth Bookstore, P.O. Box 9670,
Bowling Green, KY 42102.
Phone: 1-800-428-0121.

Webpage:
www.truthmagazine.com

Postmaster: Send change of
address to P.O. Box 9670,
Bowling Green, KY 42102.

Graphic Design: Shannon
Shaffer - Shaffer Graphic
Designs (615) 289-1721
www.shaffergraphicdesigns.com

Subscription Rates

Annual $24 per year
Online PDF $7.50 per year
Single Copies $3.00

Foreign Subscriptions $27 each
Bulk Rates $1.75 per month

TRUTH MAGAZINE ¢ APRIL 2010




Marriage: Expiration

Date After Seven Years?

piration date” for safety purposes. What is the expi-
ration date for marriage? God ordained marriage as a
lifelong relationship when He said in the beginning of time,
“Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother,
and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh”
(Gen. 2:24; Matt. 19:4-6). When a husband or wife expires,
the marriage expires (Rom. 7:2-3; 1 Cor. 7:39).

F ood and other products may be stamped with an “ex-

“Gadling: The Travelers Weblog” featured the follow-
ing report about a proposal for the German government to
transform marriage into a temporary relationship which
expires after seven years.

Pack Your Bags Now. Germany Proposes Seven-Year
Limit on Marriages

Posted Sep 25th 2007 by Iva
Skoch

I know what you are thinking.
Seven years is still eternity by
the standards of some. It is still
a long time to stay with some-
one you married in Vegas intoxi-
cated. Either way, restricting marriages to

only seven years sounds like the best idea the 21st century
has put on the table so far. Followed closely by the iPod, of
course.

Gabriele Pauli, a German politician, has put the temporary
marriage issue on her agenda. This is how it works: “You
will only commit for a fixed period and will actively have
to renew your vows if you still want to continue,” she
explains. If they don’t want to continue, there is no need for
divorce.

Now, somebody needs to figure out what to do with chil-
dren born into temporary marriages. Do I hear temporary
child rental?

[http://www.gadling.com/2007/09/25/pack-your-bags-now-
germany-proposes-seven-year-limit-on-marriag/]
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God despises such foolishness, and we should despise
it as well. “He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the
Lord shall have them in derision” (Ps. 2:4). “Through thy
precepts I get understanding: therefore I hate every false
way” (Ps. 119:104). “Therefore I love thy commandments
above gold; yea, above fine gold. Therefore I esteem all thy
precepts concerning all things to be right; and I hate every
false way” (Ps. 119:127-128). We must love and try to save
the sinner but hate his sinful ways. God has perfect con-
tempt for the puny, futile efforts of men to destroy His law
and to defeat His purposes.

GoD’s AUTHORITY HIGHER THAN
HumAN LAaw
The arrogance and immorality
of some governmental leaders
know no bounds. Govern-
mental officials can make
legal records and impose legal
regulations on marriage, divorce,
and remarriage, but human governments cannot
overrule God’s authority over this divine relationship.
Rather than civil government God controls the obligations
of the marriage vow, the marriage bond, and the marriage
covenant. If human law declares that the marriage and its
obligations automatically dissolve after seven years, this
does not change the sacred and divine obligations of mar-
riage one iota.

Paul well said of carnal-minded men, “When they knew
God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful;
but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish
heart was darkened” (Rom. 1:21). In spite of this world’s
foolishness, darkness, arrogance, and immorality, let us
remember well Hebrews 13:4, “Marriage is honorable in
all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers
God will judge.”

1-800-428-0121




The one true God who created this universe still sustains
it and retains His divine authority over it. In spite of man’s
psycho-babel in attempting to usurp God’s rule, all men
will answer to God on the final Judgment Day. “Lo, this
only have I found, that God hath made man upright; but
they have sought out many inventions” (Eccl. 7:29). Trash-
ing the gift of marriage as a temporary relationship is one
of man’s many evil inventions for which he must account
to God. “For God shall bring every work into judgment,
with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it
be evil” (Eccl. 12:14). “For we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the
things done in his body, according to that he hath done,
whether it be good or bad. Knowing therefore the terror of
the Lord, we persuade men” (2 Cor. 5:10-11).

Do Not BE ENGULFED BY TH1S WICKED
AGE!

How can we avoid becoming engulfed in the arrogance
and immorality of this wicked age? Let us daily thank God
for the gift of our mate, the gift of our marriage, and the
gift of our children. Let us daily strengthen the affectionate
ties and bonds of our family relationships.

Furthermore, let us be zealous and busy in calling men
to repent and to obey the gospel of Christ. God “now com-
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Question: Does 1 Timothy
2:11 demand that the
woman say nothing (even
in asking a question

or answering one)

in the Bible class?

Answer: whether a woman should speak up in
the Bible class is one which each woman much answer for
herself, and then she must act according to her conscience.
Even if she reaches an incorrect conclusion from this pas-
sage, she still must be conscientious (remain silent) and the
teacher must respect her conscience in the matter (not force
her to violate her conscience).

On the other hand, in a study of 1 Timothy 2:8-15, I
would stress that there is a contrast between the leading
role of the male and the submissive role of the female—
the man praying in every place (obviously public praying,
because there would be no need to direct him to private
prayer in itself) and the woman learning in quietness with
all subjection. Her quietness does not mean that she gannot
say a word in the class setting, which is designed for the

TRUTH MAGAZINE ¢

BOBBY L. GRAHAM

APRIL 2010

give-and-take learning by all. The same word for “quiet-
ness” is used by Paul in 1 Thessalonians 4:11, where its
application is to all Christians, not just the females. If the
restriction imposes absolute silence on the women in 1
Timothy 2:11, then the restriction in 1 Thessalonians 4:11
imposes the same restriction of absolute silence on all
saints. Let the reader remember the force of the latter verse
means that in the entirety of one’s life one must remain
silent, saying nothing, if the same word, used in the former
verse, demands such silence on the woman’s part in a Bible
class. As Vine and other word sources show, the fact is that
the word hesuchia refers to an inner quietness manifesting
itself in one’s outer deportment; but it does not require that
one say nothing.

The word for “silence” in 1 Corinthians 14:34—used
elsewhere in the same chapter in reference to others, even
to men—does mean absolute silence in the kind of speak-
ing there considered (instructing of others) in the setting
there described (the assembled congregation in worship).
The presence of spiritual gifts in that assembly in Corinth
alters not the principle, which is a general one being ap-
plied to a particular kind of situation in chapter 14.

Question: Is it sinful for a
person to be cremated?

Answer: on a number of occasions extending
over many years, this writer has been asked this question.
Readers of Truth Magazine have recently communicated
it twice for consideration in this column. While one does
not desire to say anything upsetting to readers, he must
nevertheless remain true to what the Bible says, which is
nothing on this matter. Personal preferences, sentimental
attachments, and philosophical biases in relation to this
matter remain firm and strong in peoples’ minds, but the
reality is that there is no command ignored, no binding Bi-
ble example neglected, no necessary inference passed over,
and no biblical principle derived from the first three means
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of establishing Bible authority violated in this matter. It

is important to understand this issue from the standpoint
just set forth—that of biblical teaching/authority, because
our questioners asked about the sin involved in the mat-
ter. While this writer has a personal preference against the
practice, he knows of no sin committed in the usual prac-
tice of cremation.

It is timely and wise to consider the usual objections
raised against the practice of cremation. Some have con-
tended that the Bible is opposed to it, by their misuse of
passages like Amos 2:1 and 6:10. The prophet first de-
scribed the vengeful desecrating of the body of the king of
Edom by the Moabites, and he later spoke of the horrific
conditions existing during the siege of Samaria. Because of
such an evil environment, there would exist an objection to
the use of Jehovah’s name by people in the house where a
relative came to claim the body of a deceased relative. In
neither of Amos’ citations does anything akin to cremation
appear. Others have objected to the practice on the basis of
respect for the body of a dead person, but modern crema-
tion in no way violates this respect. Some have objected
because of the need for the body to be resurrected, but the
same objection might be raised against the practice of sea
burial. The Creator will have no difficulty in gathering from
the land, the sea, or the plants into which the particles have
ultimately passed, such elements as once composed the
body.

Actually there might be an account of cremation found
in the Bible, where the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead burned
the bodies of Saul and his sons, all of whom had died in
battle with the Philistines, apparently to prevent their abuse
at the enemies’ hands (1 Sam. 31:12-13). In an instance or
two, burning seems to have been a method of punishment
(Gen. 38:24; Lev. 20:14), but the necessary elements are
seemingly missing for these instances to qualify on a par
with cremation.

The Bible teaches us that, when one dies, the spirit
returns to God who gave it and the dust to the earth from
which it came (Eccl. 12:7). The disintegration of the body
into its particles of dust is not hindered by cremation. What
has been sown a natural body will in the resurrection be
raised a spiritual body (1 Cor. 15:42-44). The return to the
body of the spirit, abiding in Hades, will then be acom-
plished, so that what is raised is a spiritual body. Humans
can never do damage to the soul, even when they kill the
body, because they have no power over the soul (Matt.
10:28; Luke 12:4). Upon death the spirit (soul) leaves the
body in a separation called death. Burial—whether in the
earth, in a sepulcher like that of Jesus, in the sea, or in a
huge bank of snow—or cremation tends to accommodate
the divine purpose.
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hile instructing the church at Corinth concerning
‘ " / the collective worship of the local church, the
apostle Paul writes, “I will sing with the spirit,
and [ will also sing with the understanding” (1 Cor. 14:15).

The New Testament pattern reveals five acts of worship
that each local church is authorized to engage in publicly.
These acts of worship include the observance of the Lord’s
Supper (1 Cor. 11:23-26), giving (1 Cor. 16:1-2), teaching
(Acts 20:7), prayer (Acts 2:42), and singing (Col. 3:16).

Several New Testament passages speak of the impor-
tance of singing in worship (see Acts 16:25; Rom. 15:9-10;
Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16; Heb. 2:12). That singing is an im-
portant part of the worship of the church cannot be denied
in light of the number of times it is mentioned. Since it is
a vital part of our worship, it would be profitable to give
the subject some careful examination. For the purposes
of this study we will focus our attention on the instruc-
tion given by Paul to the church of Ephesus. The inspired
apostle writes, “And do not be drunk with wine, in which is
dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one an-
other in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody in your heart to the Lord” (Eph. 5:18-19).
Based upon this instruction, singing in worship involves:

1. Speaking to one another. Singing is a collective
activity that requires the participation of all of the members
of the congregation who are present. In a parallel passage
the same apostle explains the purpose of this collective
participation by stating that the members of the church are
responsible for “teaching and admonishing one another”
while worshiping in song (Col. 3:16). This can only be
accomplished if all of the members of the church join in
the singing together. The use of choirs, solos, and other
arrangements that prevent the members of the congregation
from speaking to one another in song cannot accomplish
this necessary purpose.

2. Psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. The types of
songs to be used in worship are specified. “Psalms” re-
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fers to songs of praise and adoration for the character and
power of God, such as those included in the Old Testament
book of Psalms. Similarly, “hymns” are songs of praise,
thanksgiving, and petition toward God. “Spiritual songs”
would generally refer to those songs that deal with spiritual
themes involving man’s relationship with God. In each
case, it should be understood that the words of the songs
must express scriptural truth in order to be acceptable (John
4:24). It should also be clear that pop songs, rock songs,
and songs that otherwise lack the reverence associated with
worship have no place in the local church as it seeks to
worship God in song.

3. Singing. The type of music to be used in the worship
of the church is specified as singing. This specification
rules out the use of instrumental music, as well as other
types of music such as clapping and humming. As the
Hebrew writer puts it, “Therefore by him let us continually
offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our
lips, giving thanks to his name” (Heb. 13:15). Since the
Holy Spirit has specified singing as the type of music to be
employed in worship, nothing more or less will do.

4. Making melody in your heart. The phrase “mak-
ing melody” carries the idea of plucking the strings of
an instrument. However, rather than involving the use of
mechanical instruments of music, the instrument to be
used in the worship of the church is the heart. We are not at
liberty to substitute the harp or piano in place of the instru-
ment God has specified—the heart. Worship in song must
be engaged in from the heart of each individual involved.
In other words, the singing must be accompanied by an at-
titude of sincere devotion. In order to accomplish this goal,
the meaning of the words contained in the songs must be
understood by the singers (1 Cor. 14:15).

5. Singing to the Lord. The last point Paul mentions in
connection with singing in worship in the passage under
discussion is that it is to be done “to the Lord” (Eph. 5:19).
The worship of the church in song is not a performance
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directed at a human audience. Instead, it is an expression
of praise and devotion toward our Lord and God. While it
does serve the purpose of teaching and admonishing those
present, it is directed in reverence toward the Lord. It is

no wonder that we should submit to the Lord’s instruction
concerning what to sing and how to sing when we consider
the fact that we are singing to the Lord in the first place.
Since we are singing “to the Lord” we ought to offer Him
our very best.
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CONCLUSION

Our Lord gave the best He had for us, and He deserves
our best in worship as we seek to worship him in song. He
certainly deserves more than for us to haltheartedly and
thoughtlessly mumble through the words of the songs that
we sing in worship. Remember, “God is Spirit, and those
who worship him must worship in spirit and truth” (John
4:24).
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Worship Has Gone to the Dogs!

Journal (Louisville, KY), there was an article on worship

services for pets (p. A16). The story highlighted a Presby-
terian church in Los Angeles where the pastor, Tom Eggebeen,
holds services for pets, dogs mainly. In the assemblies there
are “individual doggie beds, canine prayers and an offering of
dog treats.” The point of these animalistic activities is to draw
in people who really, really love their pets.

In the Sunday, November 8, 2009 edition of The Courier-

One of the main points of the article
is that people are as attached to their pets
as they are to family. They give them
as much attention as family. And, when
their pet pooch passes, they grieve just
as much. Prayers in the worship include
mention of dearly departed dogs.

Another disturbing mention in the story
is that more and more people believe
animals have souls. If Snoopy has a soul,
then surely salvation is required, because
we all know he does some bad things, like
poop on the carpet and chew up the new
shoes.

Let me share a personal observation
from some time back: you can tell how
rich and shallow a society is when there
are spas, day-care centers, and cemeteries
for pets. Don’t get me wrong, pets and animals in general are
good. God made them for us (Gen. 1:26-28). They are here
for our benefit; not just food and clothing, but companionship
as well (cf. 2 Sam. 12:1-4). However, when we elevate them
above where God has placed them, we transgress.

PETS HAVE TURNED INTO IDOLS.

You don’t believe it? Look at all the money and attention
our society spends on them. Think about all the celebrities
that have their pooches and the reported tens of thousands

10
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of dollars paid for outfits and accessories. There are even pet
psychologists now. It is beyond ridiculous.

Many people worship their animals, not dissimilar to the
ancient pagans, “who exchanged the truth of God for a lie,
and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator,
who is blessed forever” (Rom. 1:25). It is no different than
worshiping money or sports. Pets come before God for many
people.

WHAT IS GOING TO HAPPEN
NEXT?

Decades ago, churches realized people
were leaving and something needed to
be done to get them back. The solution
was the social gospel; offer people carnal
things to draw a crowd, then give them a
little spiritual talk. This has evolved from
church socials, to sports leagues, to rock
bands, to come-as-you-are services. And,
now, you can bring your pets to pray and
praise God.

Right now most people take their dogs
to the pet services. Will country churches
allow people to bring their pet pigs or
mules? We hate to think what kind of
mess that will be. And, would such an oc-
casion be much different than what Jesus
faced in the Temple (John 2:13-22)? No, we know of no busi-
ness taking place in the animal worship, but it is a perversion
and diversion from what the church originally did—it was a
gathering of Christians, not canines (Acts 20:7).

Churches of men will stop at nothing to please men and
draw a crowd. Those of us who are committed to New Testa-
ment Christianity will not go down that path. Rather, we will
trust in God and His way of drawing men—teaching them the
gospel (Rom. 1:16; John 6:44, 45).
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Theories of Men

L oy

Answered

proposed explanations of men. Observe five
theories of men answered in the first chapter of
the Bible.

THE B1G BANG THEORY

“Scientists generally agree that ‘the Big Bang’ birth-
ed the universe about 15 billion years ago. Out of this
event — at a temperature of nearly a trillion degrees
cubed — the building blocks of nature formed. They
gathered and spun out matter, energy, space and time,
and eventually stars, planets, galaxies, and life itself”
(Tom Parisi, Northern Illinois University). Given the
intelligent design and order throughout the universe, do
you accept an origin by chance, without any reason or
purpose? “Through faith we understand that the worlds
were framed by the word of God, so that things which
are seen were not made of things which do appear”
(Heb. 11:3; Gen. 1).

T he Bible often contradicts the conceptions and

THE GAP THEORY

It is often proposed that there was a long time gap be-
tween Genesis 1:1 and Genesis 1:2. Genesis 1:1-2 gram-
mar will not allow such a concept, and the very idea is
contrary to the plain statement of Exodus 20:11, “For in
six days the Lord made heaven and earth. . . .”

THE AGE THEORY

The view has been advanced that the days of crea-
tion in Genesis 1 are not twenty-four hour periods, but
long ages of hundreds and thousands, even millions of
years in length. Genesis 1 shows the days divided into
“evening and morning” (Gen. 1:5). Plants were made on
the third day (Gen. 1:11-13), and the sun did not appear
until the fourth day (Gen. 1:14-19). Could plants have
survived for millions of years without sunlight? Genesis
1:14 distinguishes days from years. If a day is years,
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what are years? The same language used in Genesis 1
(first day, second day, etc.) is found in Numbers 7 (with
reference to the offerings of the princes for the dedicat-
ing of the altar). Were the days of Numbers 7 ages or
twenty-four hour periods? Still think Genesis 1 days
were ages? Read Exodus 20:9-11.

THE EVOLUTION THEORY

Evolution is a theory that the various types of ani-
mals and plants have their origin in other preexisting
types and that the distinguishable differences are due
to modifications in successive generations. Genesis 1
affirms the law of reproduction according to species—
after their kind (Gen. 1:11-12, 20-21, 24-25). Apple
seed produces apples. Cats give birth to cats. The fact
that God’s creative work was “finished” eliminates any
evolutionary development of a new genus (Gen. 2:1).
Genesis also shows early man as an intelligent and
highly skilled being. He did not mutter like a monkey
or chatter like a chimpanzee, but possessed the power
of language as “Adam gave names to all cattle” (Gen.
2:20) and carried on conversation with God.

THE ONENESS GODHEAD THEORY

Oneness Pentecostal’s suggest there is only one per-
son in the Godhead—Jesus only. Genesis 1:26 records,
“And God said, Let us make man in our image, after
our likeness. . ..” The plural personal pronouns “us”
and “our” require a plurality of persons. The Bible
reveals three persons (the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit) involved in the creation (Gen. 1:1-2; Job 33:4;
John 1:1-3; Col. 1:15-17; Heb. 1:2).

“...let God be true, but every man a liar . . .” (Rom.
3:4).
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The Nature of God:

His Work

“Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, And his Re-
deemer, the LORD of hosts: ‘I am the First and I am the
Last; Besides Me there is no God’” (Isa. 44:6, all verses
are from the NKJV unless noted).

God, that of King. We also noted in passing some

of the parallels that exist between Isaiah 44:6-8 and
Revelation 1:5-8 which is clearly speaking of Jesus
Christ, the second person in the Godhead. Both pas-
sages speak of the subject matter in this article, that of
being redeemer. Again, we emphasize that Jehovah has
personally invested Himself with man. Redemption is
what required the sending forth of God the Son, to die
as a suitable payment for sin; yet, this was known to
Him before the creation of man (Rev. 13:8; 2 Tim. 1:9).
It amazes me that, knowing this cost was involved, He
still created man! What love Jehovah has shown for us,
His creation! But first let us explore Jehovah as Re-
deemer in the Old Testament.

In the last article, we looked at the position of our

AND His REDEEMER

The fact that Jehovah refers to Himself as Israel’s
redeemer shows that Israel was in need of being re-
deemed. It also implies that Israel was unable to redeem
themselves. What does “redeemed” mean? As it was
understood by the Hebrews, it carried with it the idea of
“payment.” If an Israelite became too poor to own his
land and sold it to another, his brother could redeem it
by paying for the years from the sale until the Jubilee so
that it could quickly go back to the family’s estate (Lev.
25:23-28). If it could not be redeemed, then it would
be restored back to the original inheritor’s estate in the
Year of Jubilee which came every fifty years. Redemp-
tion of the land was tied to a ransom and the year of
Jubilee which was the year of liberty; thus, to redeem is
to pay for freedom (Ezek. 46:17; Lev. 25:8-10).

Redemption is perhaps defined even clearer in Exo-
dus 6:5-7. Take note of it carefully.
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And I have also heard the groaning of the children of
Israel whom the Egyptians keep in bondage, and I have
remembered My covenant. Therefore say to the children
of Israel: “I am the LORD; I will bring you out from
under the burdens of the Egyptians, I will rescue you
from their bondage, and I will redeem you with an
outstretched arm and with great judgments. I will take
you as My people, and I will be your God. Then you
shall know that I am the LORD your God who brings
you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians” (emp.
added, sjw).

This above passage produces a template of what it
means to be redeemed by God and will serve as the
basis of our study. When God redeems, He brings us out
from under something, He rescues us from something,
He pays something. In the last point we may add that
He may pay retribution to those who are sinning and, at
the same time, make a payment of grace for those who
will obey.

REDEMPTION: ITS COST

Redemption is a beautiful concept, but that doesn’t
mean that it is not without a cost. Something has been
paid to rescue and bring one out. Perhaps the idea is
better seen in verse seven in Young'’s Literal Transla-
tion where God says, “and have taken you to Me for a
people, and I have been to you for God.” It is in taking
them that He is giving Himself to them. Redemption
has as the heart of it “the taking,” a “giving” of some-
thing. This is perhaps a foreshadowing of the gift given
in Christ to redeem us to God, “who gave Himself for
us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed
and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous
for good works” (Tit. 2:14). Jesus “gave” to “take” for
Himself. Even the love that we have for Him is based
on His love that He first gave (1 John 4:19).

But the Lord told old Israel that He would redeem
them with an outstretched arm and with great judg-
ments. Both components are employed in their deliver-
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ance. He used severe judgments upon Egyptian gods

to bring about Israel’s deliverance (cf. Exod. 12:12).
He also used an “outstretched arm.” The Bible is a
book of pictures, and it conveys the picture here of an
arm extended out. Perhaps this is a picture of fierce
strength, but also perhaps of protection and defense

for His people. “The eternal God is your refuge, And
underneath are the everlasting arms; He will thrust out
the enemy from before you, And will say, ‘Destroy!’”
(Deut. 33:27). It reminds me of the lamenting scene of
Jesus in the New Testament, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem,
the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are
sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children
together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings,
but you were not willing!” (Matt. 23:37).

REDEMPTION: ITS MOTIVATION

The motivation to redeem, is not merely just to save.
Salvation and deliverance are certainly composed in the
purpose, but redemption is motivated by affection. God
genuinely cares for us (1 Pet. 5:7). “I will take you as
My people. . .” (Exod. 6:7) pictures God’s desire for
the company of man. Nothing has changed in the New
Testament either as far as this is concerned:

“...Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their
God, for He has prepared a city for them” (Heb. 11:16).

“He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will
be his God and he shall be My son” (Rev. 21:7).

There is something in man that God wants and takes
pleasure in. What is it that God desires from a man?
The fatherly words of Solomon seem very fitting, “My
son, give me your heart, And let your eyes observe my
ways” (Prov. 23:26). Again, Moses stated, “You shall
love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all

your soul, and with all your strength” (Deut. 6:5; cf. Jer.

17:7; 29:13; Joel 2:12; Luke 10:27). What love we can
show, though it pales in comparison to His and though
it wars against self-absorption and short-sightedness,

is something God yearns for. He takes pleasure in our
heart when our thoughts run to Him and take refuge and
interest in His will. In His compassion, He is concerned
with what we are going through. “I have also heard the
groaning of the children of Israel. . .” (Exod. 6:5). He
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is moved by our circumstances with sympathy. “How
can I give you up, Ephraim? How can I hand you over,
Israel? How can I make you like Admah? How can |
set you like Zeboiim? My heart churns within Me; My
sympathy is stirred” (Hos. 11:8). Let no one question
the motivation for redemption: God loves and paid the
price so that we may love Him in return. “We love Him
because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19).

REDEMPTION: ITS COVENANT

Redemption from God is not without a covenant but
by a covenant. “He has sent redemption to His people;
He has commanded His covenant forever: Holy and
awesome is His name” (Ps. 111:9). Again, “...I have
remembered My covenant” (Exod. 6:5). God reveals
His will in His covenant, and it is by our acceptance
and obedience of that covenant that brings a perfected
love from God. “But whoever keeps His word, truly
the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know
that we are in Him” (1 John 2:5). As long as the Isra-
elites were faithful to the word, God took pleasure in
them. The problem came when men and women began
to cast off the will of God. Because our God is the “I
AM,” He will keep His covenant in things that pertain
to blessing and retribution. When His people break it
and persist in falsehoods, He is left no recourse but to
deny, discipline, and finally destroy them, if there is no
repentance. His nature is opposed to evil, and while He
does not take any delight in the death of the wicked, He
will bring about their destruction, if not in this life, for
certain in the next. Idolatry is hideous to the Lord be-
cause only hearts that are divided or unfaithful commit
such an act against God. No idol loved and sacrificed to
redeem a man. It is insulting, to say the least. Let us not
be deceived, when we replace God as the object of our
greatest affection, we become idolatrous. As such we
can only expect doom from the Lord as those men and
women of Judah who persisted in offering up worship to
the so-called “queen of heaven” (Jer. 44:19). Jeremiah
44:22-26 reads,

So the LORD could no longer bear it, because of the
evil of your doings and because of the abominations
which you committed. Therefore your land is a desola-
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 21)

tion, an astonishment, a curse, and without an inhabit-
ant, as it is this day. Because you have burned incense
and because you have sinned against the LORD, and
have not obeyed the voice of the LORD or walked in
His law, in His statutes or in His testimonies, there-
fore this calamity has happened to you, as at this day.
Moreover Jeremiah said to all the people and to all the
women, “Hear the word of the LORD, all Judah who are
in the land of Egypt! Thus says the LORD of hosts, the
God of Israel, saying: ‘You and your wives have spoken
with your mouths and fulfilled with your hands, saying,
“We will surely keep our vows that we have made, to
burn incense to the queen of heaven and pour out drink
offerings to her.” You will surely keep your vows and
perform your vows!” Therefore hear the word of the
LORD, all Judah who dwell in the land of Egypt: ‘Be-
hold, I have sworn by My great name,’ says the LORD,
‘that My name shall no more be named in the mouth of
any man of Judah in all the land of Egypt, saying, “The
Lord GOD lives.”””

The idea is that you are going to get what you desire
and deserve. Since they wanted to worship a false name
and a false god, then the Lord would take His great
name out of their mouth. Let your mouth be consist-
ent with your actions! The Lord cannot be faithful and,
at the same time, receive faithless men, “If we endure,
We shall also reign with Him. If we deny Him, He also
will deny us. If we are faithless, He remains faithful;
He cannot deny Himself” (2 Tim. 2:12, 13). Hence the
example of the Israelites who violated the covenant of
Jehovah is eloquently stated by the Holy Spirit,

For we have become partakers of Christ if we hold the
beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end, while
it is said: “Today, if you will hear His voice, Do not
harden your hearts as in the rebellion.” For who, having
heard, rebelled? Indeed, was it not all who came out of
Egypt, led by Moses? Now with whom was He angry
forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose
corpses fell in the wilderness? And to whom did He
swear that they would not enter His rest, but to those
who did not obey? So we see that they could not enter
in because of unbelief (Heb. 3:14-19).

REDEMPTION: ITS EFFECT

Finally, consider what Moses recorded in our Exodus
6 text, “Then you shall know that I am the LORD your
God who brings you out. . .” (6:7, emp. added). The
effect that redemption should have on us is knowing the
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Lord. Faith should produce an intimate knowledge of
the Redeemer. “But also for this very reason, giving all
diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge”
(2 Pet. 1:5). The work that God did for Israel while they
were in Egypt should have been something that spurred
on a desire to know Him. Likewise, “knowing that you
were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or
gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition
from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ,
as of a lamb without blemish and without spot” should
have the same effect of knowing Christ and building
faith in God (1 Pet. 1:18, 19). One reason Jesus came

to earth is so that we can know the Father (John 14:6-
9). The redeemed apostle Paul counted all the learning
and worldly advancement that he attained as rubbish in
comparison to learning Christ (Phil. 3:4-14). What an
attitude for all the redeemed to have, “that I may know
Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellow-
ship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death”
(Phil. 3:10). What effect does the work of Christ have
on you?
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Are Natural Catastrophes

recent earthquake in Haiti. Inevitably, when catas-

trophe strikes, people speculate as to whether it is a
judgment from God. As long as we leave this question in
the arena of human speculation and superstition, numerous
conflicting answers will be given to this question.

F rom time to time, a catastrophic event occurs like the

Some religious leaders will use such events to spark an
emotional reaction in their followers. They will refer to
biblical accounts where God used nature to bring a judg-
ment against a society or an individual who disobeyed God.
However, in those incidents, God gave a warning through
a prophet who confronted the people with their sin and
encouraged them to repent. In the absence of such inspired
warnings we should not assume that a natural catastrophe is
a judgment from God. In fact, in the absence of such divine
warnings, we must conclude that they are not from God.

God’s word does provide us with a straight forward an-
swer to our questions concerning natural catastrophes.

In Luke 13, we find a group of people questioning Jesus
about some Galilean people who had been killed by Pilate.
Their question expressed concern as to whether this had
happened to these individuals because they were sinners.
Notice Jesus’ answer; “Do you suppose that these Galileans
were worse sinners than all other Galileans, because they
suffered such things? I tell you, no; but unless you repent
you will all likewise perish” (Luke 13:2-3).

Jesus continued His answer by recalling a natural catas-
trophe concerning a tower that had fallen and killed eight-
een people. Notice; “Or those eighteen on whom the tower
in Siloam fell and killed them, do you think that they were
worse sinners than all other men who dwelt in Jerusalem?
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I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise
perish” (Luke 13:4-5).

Jesus’ answer, concerning tragic events and natural ca-
tastrophes and the spiritual condition of those who endure
them, is plain; such events are not a display of God’s wrath
against sinners. Rather, those who find themselves dealing
with the consequences of tragic events and natural disasters
are the unfortunate victims of “being in the wrong place at
the wrong time.”

However, Jesus did use these tragedies to teach of a
spiritual lesson. Tragedy of unimaginable proportion is the
consequence of our failure to repent, or “turn to” God. 2
Thessalonians 1:8-9 reveals that Jesus will return “in_flam-
ing fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God,
and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ. These shall be punished with everlasting destruc-
tion from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His
power.” The tragedy of rejecting Christ can be reversed if
we repent. But, the devastation of “everlasting destruction”
and eternal torment can never be reversed.

Natural catastrophes remind us of the frailty of physi-
cal life. But for those who have the assurance of a life in
Christ, there is a blessedness of peace and hope, even in the
midst of tragedy.

Do natural catastrophes come on people because they
have sinned? No. Should the tragedy of catastrophe cause
us to reflect on the frailty of life and our spiritual condi-
tion? Yes. Friend, “unless you repent, you will likewise
perish” (Luke 13:3, 5).
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LESSON 6 ook Entitled

ek

Simon Peter:

The Apostles who Confessed and Denled Christ

The Gospels citen Bl abolt Peter. He was very clces i the Lorl,
JEEUE Epoke with Pedor mome than He did with amy ciher man. Semne-
imes He pralsed Peter; sometimes He ebukeed him. Peter was a.
man whe was il of 1le and il of acticn. He was Impulsive. He did
things belome he realdy thought, Once on & high moumtain Jesus was
ranefigured belore Peler, James, and John, "Tranefigured” means
that & change canve over Jeaus; His dothes became very shiny and
very white. Mceos and Eljah sppeared with Jesus and talked with
Hm. Suddenly Pedor bunt cut to Jesus: "Habbi, & ks good kr us i
be here: and et us make hnee abemacies; one ior Yo, and one
ker Moses, and one for Eljah” (Mark 835 Mark eaplaling why Peler
gald what he dd. The ttwee apoeies were ighened and Pesr dd
not know what I say. A clold Immediamly appeansd and cyershad-
owed them. A volce hom the cioud sald, "This |s my beloved Som
hear him.” The lesson for Peder and the cthess Is the eame [esson
kr us ieday. Jesus |8 greaer than WMoses and Eljah. The Old Law or
Testament wae kor the Jew slone (Deut. 5:2.%. The New Testament
conising the words of Jesus and we ame i hear Him.

Simon Peter

k wae Jeeue who gave Peter his name. in the beginning Peter
wae known as Simon. That was hie Hebrew name. Once In the New
Teetament Peter e called Simecn {Acts 16:14). Simeon ke but an-
ciher way of epeling Simon. When Andrew brought hle brother S

e ol WP o B

fivon §0 et Josiis, Ho sald, "Y'oli s SIMon 1o 60N oF Jonal. Yol
ehall be called Cephas {which le Wanelaked, A Stcne)” (Join 1:42).
Cephas and Patar sre dillerent Iime of the same name. Caphas 6

Armmemls jpeeels Blabsress Deeonls jpseeel Bels = v Bl e
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“ock.” Poler was a fisherman by wade (WMait. 4:18), His home was
Capemaum, a emal town on he shoree of the Sea of Gallles. Peler

alwes ol &l bl e e e edd e eaeen i eae hﬂllnhnﬂlul
CRDAF T10WY L YRIFD Lun VIO OUT [ 1T D7 TOTW 1107 11001 Ml mun 1D uroani s |1 Do T

Petor's mother-n-aw of a fever (Malt, 5 14,15} Lawr Peler became
an elder In the chuwch {1 Pet. 5:1).
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Lesson Objective:
To teach students about
the life of the apostle called

Peter and the importance of
his confession.

said, “You are the Christ,
the Son of the living God"
{Matthew 16:16).
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Peter's Confaession
Peter boldy confessed that Jesus wae he Son of God: "You amn

the Christ, the Son of the Iving God” (Ma. 16:16. What Pelor eald

greally pleased Josls. For now, one man at least lly recognized

Hm ae the Christ. "Chriet” means “the Anoinied One."” In anclent

irmes Kings were put Inio oifice by ancinting. Samuel ancinied

David & be king over lerael {1 Sam. 18} When Poder called Jesus
Cuovaros Philppl wew loosiod wl the the Christ, he was eaying that Jecus was the Ancinted One of Giod,

o i ML Hermen. The River Banlee,
oo o he surces of the Jorden God'e divine King over men.

Flvor, boglne fioro. bt thie wou Poler 1. 0 | o bleesed Peber and sald that He would bulld Hie church

promise of Jowuw o bulld lhe chuch
.“m':“m'.'m-h“:mm upon this “rock”™ (Mait. 16:18). The “rock”™ wae not Peler but the con-
improwslve. The isundelion of the eesicn hat Peder had made. The chumch would be bullt becsuese

aurch lsovon mor sl ML 16 was Indeed the Chiriet, the Son of the llving God.
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Peter's Danlal of Christ

There was a sad dme In Peler's [ie 0. On the night Jesus
was betrayed Peder cunsed and denled that he had ever known
Jesue: "l know net the man” (WMal. 26:74). Pelor was ne hypo-
crte. When he eald ko Jesus, | will lay down my 1l for Your
galte,” he meamt It {(John 13237 But Peter was a man and medn
have wealnescos. ARer Peler had denled Jesus the thind time,
Luke saye:

And the Lomd tumed and Ioaoled st Peter. And Pater remambered
the word of the Lomd, how Ha had 3alkd to him, Bafors tha rooster
orows, you will dery Ma thres imes.” So Pater went out and wapt
bitterly {Lule 22:81-52).

Peter's fall and his rdum o God & one of he greaiest sio-
ries of the New Testament. Somecne has sald that it has done
mare to make men Crwieians than anvihing else. Perhaps s,
Mcst of us ame ke Peler. We Fy I live the rightecus [Fe—we
want io—but like Peter we often fall. Of all the sposies, Poler
s86ms the moet uman. When you read abolt Pelder, you can't
help But Tke him.

Stident Exerclses

Fill in the Blanks

1. "The Lord our God made a with us In

- The Lord did not make this

with our falherns, but with those who ane her to-
day, all of who are allve” (Deut. 5:2-3).

2. "Who do gay that |, the Son of Man, am?"
50 they sald, "Some say the Bapliet, some

and others or one of the
." He sald i them, "But who do EaY

that | am?" anewered and
eald,"_________ amthe . the of
he " (Mol 16:13-16.

2 "..becausehedidnot ________ whatio or
they were greatly " {MWark 8:6),
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The word “Christ” means “the anointed one.” Whenever a king,
priest, or prophet was appointed, he was anointed with cil. 1 Samuel
10:1 says, “Than Samuel took a vial of ail, and poured it upon his
head, and kissed him, and said, |s it not because the Lord hath
ancinted thee to be captain over his inheritance?” The king was God's

ancinted one {1 Sam. 2:10; 15:17; 16:6; 24:6; efc.).

The descendant of David who should rule over God's paople for-
ever was designated the Lord's anointed (lsa. 61:1). When one says

bt o 1 Bl bl Py g 1o s
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fulfiliment of these Old Testament prophecies.

Balow k& a sicry of somedhing that happened In Peter's [lle. You
muet find the comect word or waorde In the siory.

Afer six daye Jesus iock Peter and {James and Maithew;
JEnes and Jahn} on a high mouniain (by themseies: with the

i?l-_,
m M other apostias}. A change came over Jesus: He wae {irensported;
- |
_ L)

iranefgredy bedore them. Moeses and Eljah sppeared wih Jesue,
Peter wanied i bulld {oneg; thves) Bbemacies for hem. A volce
om heaven sald {the bempds they now had was pood anough; hear
JABUE}.

M. True or Falsa?
— 1. Poter ohien dd hings without thinking them through.

— 2. Cephas means Toundation stone.”

— 3. Peler denled Chriet and that made him a hypocrite,
— 4. Pelor was a married man.

— 5. The Lsw wae given to the Jew alone.

— &, Pelor, Simon, Simeon, and Cephas ane sl names of
the same man.

to change the
outward appearance
—the
anointed one
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Roman Emperor Worship

churches of Asia (1:4,11). The things about which he

wrote were to “shortly come to pass,” the time being
“at hand” (1:1,3). As the book unfolds, it is clear that these
things were to involve hardship and tribulation for God’s
people of John’s day (6:10; 7:14-15; 13:7,16,17).

John the apostle addressed the Revelation to the seven

A study of the apocalypse reveals a persecuting power
which was to afflict God’s people. Chapter 13 pictures

Hadrian’s temple amidst the ruins of ancient Ephesus.

a beast which the world worshipped. A comparison with
Daniel chapters 2 and 7 identifies this beast with the Roman
empire. This beast was seen as inimical to God’s people
(13:7). Revelation 17 pictures a harlot and identifies what
she represents. A study of that chapter identifies the har-

lot as “the great city, which reigneth over the kings of the
earth,” which was the city of Rome (v. 18). Like the beast
of chapter 13, the great city is seen to be an enemy of God’s
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people (17:6). Thus, the Bible itself helps us to identify the
enemies of God’s people.

Does the history of the time in any way help in but-
tressing these connections between the Roman Empire and
the source of the tribulations faced by God’s people in the
time after the writing of the book of Revelation? We must
answer in the affirmative in light of the abundance of wit-
nesses that remain in the form of history and archaeological

discovery.

The Roman historian, Taci-
tus, relates a religious practice
instituted by Caesar Augustus
(reigned 31 B.C.-14 A.D.) before
the establishment of the church.

“No honour was left for the
gods, when Augustus chose to be
himself worshipped with temples
and statues, like those of the
deities...”

The massive temple of
Augustus still stands amidst
the ruins of the ancient forum
in Rome. However, evidence
shows that the provinces also
joined in worship of the emper-
ors. There is a Roman temple
today at Pula, Croatia (Roman
Pola), with the standard dedica-
tion also found on other Augus-

tan temples, which read:

ROMAE - ET - AUGUSTO - CAESARI

Roma  and Augustus  Caesar,
DIVI - F - PATRI - PATRIAE
son of the deity, father of the fatherland...

History shows that Augustus was not alone in this dubi-
ous distinction. His immediate relatives were also exalted
by Roman subjects. The book Roman Cities tells of the
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Maison Carrée, a well preserved Roman temple which still
stands in Nimes, France. Augustus adopted two young men
as sons and chosen successors. It speaks of a time when,
“shortly afterwards, the two princes died, and the temple
naturally became the shrine of their divinity.” The same
book relates how Augustus’ wife was likewise deified.

“At Vienne, the inhabitants had first built a temple to the
linked divinities of Rome and Augustus. Then, some time
after the death of Augustus, Livia, who had been his wife
for so many years, also died and was deified, and the
temple changed course and was dedicated to Augustus and
Livia, divine guardians of the imperial ruling gens (q.v.).
The provincials could not do better than to install the
emperor and his family at the very place where, at the time
of the Republic, the supreme God of the Roman people was
worshipped.”

There is an archaeological site in Xanten, a city in
northeastern Germany. Even at this location, which would
have been in the outer reaches of the empire, one finds
the remains of a temple with the following words on the
explanatory table:

“In the time of the Caesars, in addition to the classic gods,

new deities were worshipped. Also the Caesar himself
995

received cultic worship.

Thus, we learn that
later Caesars were
also the subjects
of veneration.

Further, we are made to understand how widespread the
practice of emperor-worship was.

With this background, we can better appreciate the studied
conclusions of E.M. Blaiklock in the Zondervan Pictorial
Bible Encyclopedia, “...The gradual growth of absolutism
together with the spread in the W of Eastern cults finally
established Caesar worship with its full ritual throughout
the Mediteranean world.”

In light of the things brought forth up to this point in our
study, we are better prepared to understand the situation of
the churches to whom John wrote. We start with the site of
ancient Smyrna.

“In 195 B.C. Smyrna became the first city in Asia Minor
to erect a temple for the cult of the city of Rome....Coins
from Smyrna depict the temples to Rome, to Tiberius, and
to Hadrian...””

Tacitus mentions the temple at Pergamos. “Inasmuch
as the Divine Augustus did not forbid the founding of a
temple at Pergamos to himself and to the city of Rome...””
The remains of a temple to the emperor Trajan are yet to be
found on the site of this historic city. In Ephesus,

A sanctuary dedicated to Rome and Augustus was enclosed

within the precincts of the Artemision temple...

It was above all Domitian—the oppressive emperor under

whom John was exiled to Patmos—who made his presence

known at Ephesus. At the upper end of Curetes Street...a
great altar and temple was erected to Domitian.’

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22

- h = - The Ma;iso'n: Carrée in the city of Nimes in south centralFrance.
e e - X
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 21)

In such an environment, what
dangers would have existed for the
faithful Christians among the church-
es to whom John wrote? The Roman
emperor, Trajan’s letter to the younger
Pliny, written around 110 A.D., gives
us some idea. Pliny was proconsul
in Pontus and Bithynia at that time
and had sought Trajan’s ruling on
the treatment of Christians under his
jurisdiction.

“You have adopted the right course,

my friend, with regard to the Chris-

tians; for no universal rule, to be
applied to all cases, can be laid down
in this matter. They should not be
searched for; but when accused and
convicted, they should be punished;

vet if any denies that he has been a

Christian, and proves it by action,

namely, by worshipping our gods, he

is to be pardoned upon his repentance,

even though suspicion may still cleave
to him from his antecedents.”'

Added to the above comparatively
mild instructions is the drumbeat of
successive persecutions in the Roman
empire. Just as temples were built
to successive emperors, the spread
of Christianity gave rise to repeated
persecutions by successive emperors,
some local and some more or less
general. Usually, ten persecutions are
counted, ranging from Nero’s, which
started in 64 A.D., to Diocletian’s,
which ended in 304."" By his time,
what was called Christianity had
changed radically from that found in
the New Testament.

Bust of the emperor Augustus in the
Louvre, Paris, France.

Temple amidst the Roman ruins at Xanten, Germany.
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If the book of Revelation was written about 95 A.D.,
in the latter part of the reign of Domitian, we can better
understand the many references to Rome and things re-

lated to it within the pages written by the inspired apostle.

The tribulation mentioned in the book is to some extent
identifiable. The beast which was worshipped, in chapter
13, and the harlot it carried, in chapter 17, both come into
clearer focus. Thus, the evidence for Roman emperor
worship provides a helpful contribution to the study of
this great book of the Bible.

Endnotes:
'The Annals, digital version.
2 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temple of Augustus (Pula).
3 Pierre Grimal, G. Michael Woloch, p. 51.
* Grimal, Woloch, p. 51
> My translation, sw.
¢ Vol. 2, p. 303, my emphasis, sw.

7 Edwin M. Yamauchi, New Testament Cities in Eastern Asia Minor,
p-57.
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The temple of Augustus on the Roman Forum, Rome, Italy.

8 The Annals, digital version.
 Yamauchi, pp. 83-85.

10 Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church, Vol. 2, p. 47, my
emphasis, sw.

1 Cyclopedia of Biblical, Theological, and Ecclesiastical Literature,
James Strong & John McClintock, Central America - Christopher,
St., p. 252, digital version.

The temple of Augustus, Vienne, France.
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The Ship of Zion—

Sailino

Troubled Seas

of Zion.” Although not a biblical term for the

church, the analogy has been drawn by many over
the years between the ark that Noah built and the church
that the Lord established. Those eight souls in the ark
were the only ones saved from the destruction of the
world by the Great Flood. The New Testament refers to
the saved as being in the church. Luke writes, “And the
Lord added to the church daily those who were being
saved” (Acts 2:47). Seventy years ago, Guy N. Woods,
a gospel preacher, used the analogy of the Lord’s church
being the “Ship of Zion.” He said,

T he Lord’s church has long been called “The Ship

The ship of Zion has floundered more than once on the
sandbar of institutionalism. The tendency to organize

is a characteristic of the age. On the theory that the end
justifies the means, brethren have not scrupled to form
organizations in the church to do the work the church it-
self was designed to do. All such organizations usurp the
work of the church, and are unnecessary and sinful (Guy
N. Woods, Abilene Christian College Lectures, 1939).

Brother Woods again and again would assert the
dangers of institutionalism. His warnings of this sandbar
continued through the 1940s. In the Annual Lesson Com-
mentary 1946 (338), Woods stated the following:

It should be noted that there was no elaborate organi-
zation for the discharge of these charitable functions.
The contributions were sent directly to the elders by
the churches who raised the offering. This is the New
Testament method of functioning. We should be highly
suspicious of any scheme that requires the setting up of
an organization independent of the church in order to
accomplish its work.

In the same article, brother Woods spoke of the
all-sufficiency of the church—that the New Testament
church was the only organization authorized to discharge
its responsibility to the needy and that human organiza-
tions were sinful.
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Ships without proper guidance will follow the waves
and the way the wind blows. They are carried about by
“every wind of doctrine” (Eph. 4:14). When the winds
of institutionalism became the predominant influence
on the “Ship of Zion,” brother Woods, changed his tune.
He decided that institutionalism was not a sandbar after
all. When the winds of institutionalism became a hur-
ricane force, Woods, along with most preachers of the
day, decided that the very thing they had opposed for
many years, and the thing that had never been a part
of the work of the Lord’s church, was now the thing to
do. Woods took the institutional position, and for years
debated those who continued to adhere to scriptural
authority.

Sadly, many in the “Ship of Zion” are not concerned
about running aground, and yet have thrown overboard
that which is essential to survival. At one time, the “Ship
of Zion” was laden with the word of God—biblical
principles, scriptural authority, and the inspiration of the
Holy Spirit, but now the “Ship of Zion” is sailing the
seas of unchartered territory without maps and direction.
No longer are there worries of sandbars, shallows, reefs,
or any other thing that can cause its sinking; she sails on
not realizing the danger.

The condition of the “Ship of Zion” is sad indeed. No
longer do those on board ask, “Where are we going?” or
“By whose authority do we do these things?” The course
is determined not by the word of God, but simply by the
answer to the questions, “Where do we want to go?”” and
“How much fun can we have?” The “Ship of Zion” has
become much like the cruise ships of today, offering its
guests any thing they want and any pleasure they might
desire. No longer do we hear the plea, “Speak where the
Bible speaks, and be silent where the Bible is silent.”
The cry of today is, “If it feels good, do it!”

THE DANGER OF PERVERTED WORSHIP
In the Old Testament, Jeroboam perverted the worship

1-800-428-0121




that God required of man. His reasoning to the people
was that he wanted to make worship easier for them.

He said, “‘It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem.
Here are your gods, O Israel, which brought you up from
the land of Egypt!” And he set up one in Bethel, and the
other he put in Dan” (1 Kings 12:28-29). So it is today.
There are those today who want to make worship easier,
not better!

The problem with modern worship in many churches
is that man is worshiping God in a manner that is for
man’s joy and happiness, rather than worshiping God in
the manner in which God prescribed! Man has become
the focus of worship, not God! All of this that man has
invented for worship is because man has become weary
in worshiping in God’s prescribed
way.

Instrumental Music in Worship. A
growing number of churches of Christ
are turning to instrumental music in
worship. Jesus settled the matter of
instrumental music in worship when
He left instrumental music out of the
worship service of the church. The
New Testament is silent concerning
instrumental music in the worship. It
is evident that those who have it in
the worship do so without scriptural
authority. Keep in mind that there is
no scriptural authority for such and to
assume or presume that such is ac-
ceptable to God is to speak where God
has not spoken. Presumption is a sin.
David said, “Keep back Your servant
also from presumptuous sins. . .” (Psa.
19:13). Moses wrote, “Now the man
who acts presumptuously . . . that man
shall die” (Deut. 17:12). Peter speaks
of those who walk according to the flesh and says, “They
are presumptuous, self-willed” (2 Pet. 2:10).

There is no inspired or secular record of the New
Testament church ever using instrumental music in wor-
ship. We have the authority to sing in worship. We are
told that the Christians of the first century were to speak
“to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord”
(Eph. 5:19). Paul also said, “Let the word of Christ
dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admon-
ishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord”
(Col. 3:16).
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The problem with
modern worship
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is that man is
worshiping God
in a manner that
is for man’s joy
and happiness,
rather than
worshiping God
in the manner

in which God
prescribed!
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Baptism No Longer Necessary. Some churches of
Christ are teaching false doctrine from the pulpits, and
some have decided that baptism is no longer neces-
sary for remission of sins and admittance to the Lord’s
church. An example of this is the 4™ Street Church of
Christ in Franklin, Tennessee. After hearing a sermon
online by the preacher at 4™ Street, I emailed Mike
Williams the minister (and also an assistant profes-
sor of Bible at Lipscomb University), saying: “I have
listened to your sermon (March 15, 2006, evening) on
baptism. I noted that you repeatedly made the statement
that 4th Street would continue to teach baptism and ‘we
are committed to the teaching and practice of immer-
sion of believers.” You also stated, ‘if they choose not
to be immersed, we welcome them on the journey as
part of this family.” My question is
this: “These people that you have
accepted on the basis of infant bap-
tism, Baptist baptism, no baptism,
etc., are they saved?” My reply
from Mike Williams was, “Frank,
as you know, it is God who decides
who is and is not saved. Thank-
fully, I do not have to make that
call, but we do believe that it is the
grace of God that saves us.”

Now it is sad indeed that a
church of Christ would have a
minister who would deny the im-
portance of baptism for salvation,
but this man is also a professor at
Lipscomb University. This speaks
volumes as to how far many of
the so-called “Christian Colleges”
have digressed.

I also believe we are saved by
the grace of God, but the grace of
God does not save without the consent and will of man
to do those things God requires of him. I still believe
and teach the importance of: hearing God’s word (Rom.
10:17); believing (John 8:24); repenting (Acts 2:38);
confession (Rom. 10:10); baptism (Mark 16:16; Acts
22:16); and faithful living (Rev. 2:10b). These are basic
biblical requirements for becoming a Christian.

THE DANGER OF FUN AND GAMES

Churches of Christ are sailing at tempest speed toward
fun and games. No longer do many think of the church
as a spiritual institution, but as a social society dedicated
to the desires and whims of its members. Some churches
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of Christ, like the White Station church in Memphis,
Tennessee, have opened coffee shops in their buildings.
White Station says the coffee shop is for social activi-
ties, birthday parties, card games, etc. The Crown Hill
church of Christ in Seattle, Washington, invites all to
have “Coffee and Donuts, Sundays at 10 am” and ask all
to “come and fellowship with us.”

There are the music groups that perform at churches,
including “Christian rock bands,” and charge a cover
charge for those in attendance.

Others build their Family Life Centers (gyms, with
a fancy name) in order to have a place for all to play
basketball and volleyball and the older folks can play
shuffleboard, knit, sew, play cards, and take
yoga classes. Some, while opposed to the
church sponsored gyms, argue that,
if they don’t build them, their
young will wander off
to the more liberal
churches that
have them. The
attitude is, “If
you can’t lick
’em, join ‘em.” |
wonder if any of
these folks ever ask,
“Where is the scrip-
tural authority for such
things?”

One church of Christ
in Birmingham, Alabama
has a dance teacher on staff
to teach dance to kids and
adults. We see advertisements
from churches of Christ invit-
the community to become a part of their
soccer teams, join their work-out classes and
to come jog with them. Parties of all kinds are given,
including Halloween parties, with “trunk-or treat” and
free food. And the “Ship of Zion” sails on—further away
from the truth. It seems that many have perverted the
plea of Christ from “Come unto Me,” to “Come on, let
the good times roll!”

ing

THE DANGER OF WOMEN PREACHERS
On a recent television program, “In Search of the
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Lord’s Way” sponsored by institutional churches of
Christ, preacher Mack Lyon dealt with the growing
problem of women in leadership roles in churches of
Christ. This set off a storm of protests from viewers.
Citing scriptures as to why women do not have authority
for such roles did not prevent the onslaught of protests.
One lady wrote: “God help us. This Message is from
Churches of Christ.” Raymond Elliott writes, “She was
upset that the television program was sponsored by
churches of Christ and that the public would think that
all churches of Christ would agree with this broth-
er’s sermon. Of course, she thinks that
the preacher’s position is wrong
and should not be understood as
representing all the churches
of Christ. She also wrote, ‘1
couldn 't disagree more with
his message. And yet peo-
ple in Abilene hear that
it’s from Churches of
Christ.”” Elliott went
on to say, “Please
take a good breath
and read slowly the
_» following remark
: by this indi-
vidual, “Pretty
soon, they’ll all
be dead, includ-
ing Mack Lyon, and
the problem of traditional
coC’ers will snuff itself out.”

Mike Cope, a preacher at the Highland
church of Christ in Abilene, Texas and a teacher at
Abilene Christian University, said on his website, “Of
course, I think this brother (Mack Lyon) is wrong. Way
wrong.” “I ‘m becoming more and more convinced that
only time will take care of this.”

I fear that this attitude is more prevalent than I first
thought. From the statements above, it does appear that
many churches of Christ are ready to embrace women
preachers and are just waiting for the old guard (those
who oppose women preachers) to die out.

There is not one scripture to be found that gives
divine authority for women preachers. The apostle Paul
addresses this when he said by inspiration of God, “Let

1-800-428-0121




your women keep silent in the churches, for they are not
permitted to speak; but they are to be submissive, as the
law also says. And if they want to learn something, let
them ask their own husbands at home; for it is shame-
ful for women to speak in church” (1 Cor. 14:34-35). In
writing to the young gospel preacher Timothy, Paul said,
“Let a woman learn in silence with all submission. And I
do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over
a man, but to be in silence” (1 Tim. 2:11-12). It is hard
to preach without speaking!

THE DANGER OF WOMEN ELDERS

In April 2003, I wrote of a church of Christ in New
York that had posted the following on their website.
“West Islip Church of Christ is led by a group of gifted
shepherds known collectively as the Council. The
Council is currently composed of nine individuals: Don
Bayer, Sue Bayer, David Fritz, Methel Gale, Hubert Gib-
bons, Julie Madsen, Barbara O’Connor, Donna White,
and John White.” Also, the site said: “Our ministers,
Katie Hays and Lance Pape, serve under the guidance
of the Council.” (Katie Hays is now the minister of the
Lawrenceville (GA) First Christian Church.) Lance Pape
has dedicated a webpage to “Gender Justice” in churches
of Christ in order to facilitate “communication and mu-
tual support and edification among Churches of Christ
that practice or strive toward gender justice, and offering
resources for those seeking insight into the scriptural,
theological, and experiential warrants for gender justice
in the church.” He further states, “concretely, gender jus-
tice in the Church of Christ includes opening tradition-
ally masculine leadership roles and activities (deacon,
elder, minister, worship leader, preacher, teacher, etc.)
to women, and encouraging men to discover and culti-
vate their gifts for activities traditionally performed by
women.” When I read that statement, I wrote, “Hold on
to your hats, brethren, Gender Justice seems to be a new
digression in churches of Christ!”

The Cahaba Valley church of Christ in Birmingham,
Alabama, has a picture of their elders on their webpage.
Underneath the picture of their elders, we read their
names—John Taylor, Emily Rushing, Mac Dauphin,
Marsha Sturdevant and Tom Carlisle.

How in the world can women be qualified as elders?
Can a woman possibly be the husband of one wife (1
Tim. 3:2)? This is an obvious perversion of the divine
revelation of the Holy Spirit. But, if one is not willing to
follow divine revelation as to the work and worship of
the church, then it is not a giant leap, but a small step,
into the realm of women leadership in the churches.
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THE DANGER OF CELEBRATING HoLy
DaAys

In 1944, after Floyd Decker, a preacher for the Chris-
tian Church, left to become a member of the Church of
Christ, he wrote and published, “Why I Left the Chris-
tian Church.” One of his reasons for leaving was, “The
Christian Church celebrates days of heathen worship,
such as Easter, Mother’s Day and Christmas; the church
of Christ does not” (Gal. 4:10). But things have changed
over the past seventy-five years in churches of Christ.

A new trend in many churches of Christ is the celebra-
tion of holy days or religious holidays. Paul, concerned
about Christians observing Jewish holidays, said, “You
observe days and months and seasons and years. [ am
afraid for you, lest I have labored for you in vain” (Gal.
4:10-11).

But this passage has little bearing on those who have
already left the word of God. In an email sent by a
member of the Otter Creek church of Christ in Nashville,
Tennessee, the following was written about a worship
service at Otter Creek, incorporating different stations
of worship at the church. “At the stations, one may pray,
journal, meditate on scriptures or prayers, be blessed by
an elder or any number of other quiet activities. Often
communion is one of the stations. For example, on Ash
Wednesday, a blessing and marking with ashes is one
station.”

A church in Huntsville, Alabama, invited a rabbi to
speak at their special Easter service. At Christmas time,
Christmas wreaths adorn the entrance doors of churches
of Christ all across the land, and Christmas parties are
held inside the buildings. In sounding out a warning
against these unscriptural activities, Raymond Elliott
writes, “Some of our liberal brethren are observing spe-
cial holidays like Easter, Lent, Ash Wednesday (having
ashes placed on your forehead), having solos in their as-
semblies, even serving the Lord’s Supper on days other
than the first day of the week, and having instrumental
music playing in the background during an assembly.”
Elliott warns, “It is evident that we are witnessing a ma-
jor division occurring in our brotherhood.”

CONCLUSION

The “Ship of Zion” is traveling uncharted waters—
facing difficulties and potential dangers that could result
in the sinking of the Lord’s church in the perilous waters
of liberalism and apostasy. Our only hope—follow the
“Captain of our salvation” (Heb. 2:10). Or else, the
“Ship of Zion” will run aground and flounder more and
more. May God help us all!
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HOSEA

THEME

The theme of Hosea is God’s constant love for His
people even when they sin against Him, and His patient
love in leading them to repent.

After King Solomon died, the nation of Israel divided
into two parts. The northern kingdom was called Israel
or Samaria (because Samaria was the capital city where
the king lived). Judah was the southern kingdom. Israel
claimed to worship the true God, but they changed
God’s plan of worship by using golden calves as idols in
the cities of Dan and Bethel. Later they worshiped other
idols such as Baal. God sent Hosea to rebuke them and
call them to repentance.

Hosea married Gomer and they had three children.
Their names reminded the people of Hosea’s message:
1. Jezreel means “to scatter,” because God will destroy
the kings of Israel if they do not repent (Hos. 1:3-6). 2.
Lo-ruhamah means “not loved,” because it will seem
God does not love Israel when He sends a very hard
punishment (1:6). 3. Lo-ammi means “not my people,”
because it will seem Israel is not God’s people when He
allows the nation of Assyria to destroy them (1:8-9).

When Gomer left Hosea to go with another man, God
said this is like Israel leaving their true God to follow
false gods and idols (2:5; 3:1). Later that man was mean
to Gomer and sold her as a slave. In the same way, the
idols Israel followed did not help the nation when As-
syria invaded the land. When Gomer repented of her
sins, Hosea bought her, forgave her, and welcomed her
to return to him as a faithful wife (3:2). In the same
way, when the people of Israel repented, God was ready
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to forgive them and save them. He sent Jesus Christ to
save all men who repent (2:23; 3:5).

God said, “My people are destroyed for lack of
knowledge” (Hos. 4:6). They did not know what is right
and wrong because they did not study God’s Word.
Some people pretended to repent but continued to prac-
tice their sins. This kind of repentance is like the morn-
ing dew: “It goeth away” (6:4). Some people thought
God would not see their hate, stealing, and adultery if
they went to worship and brought sacrifices. God said,
“I desired mercy, and not sacrifice” (6:6). This means
God does not accept our worship if we do not show love
and care to other people.

3505 Horse Run Ct.
Shepherdsville, KY 40165-6954

1-800-428-0121




Memory Verse:
“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. . ..

I desired mercy, and not sacrifice” (Hos. 4:6; 6:6).

ACTIVITY - MATCHING

1. Golden calves as idols A. Gomer

2. Hosea’s wife B. Lo-ruhamah

3. God will scatter or destroy kings C. At Dan and Bethel
4. Israel not loved by God D. Lo-ammi

5. Israel not God’s people E. Jezreel

ACTIVITY - SHORT ANSWER

1. Gomer left Hosea to go with another man. This is like Israel when the nation did what?

2. When Gomer repented, what did Hosea do? What lesson does this teach Israel and us?

3. Why did God’s people not know what is right or wrong?

4. What kind of repentance is like the morning dew?

5. God “desired mercy, and not sacrifice.” What does this mean?

REVIEW MEMORY VERSE
FROM EZEKIEL: -
“Our God

2

1s able

(Dan. 3:17).
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Rules are Rules,

and

ne would hope that a statement like “rules are rules

and exceptions are exceptions” would be univer-

sally accepted as self-evident. Unfortunately, in
many recent controversies regarding marriage, divorce, and
remarriage, this concept has not been respected. Too much
emphasis has been placed on the exception and precious
little on the rule.

Consider what is written in Luke 16:18 (and also in
Mark 10:11-12):

Every one that putteth away his wife, and marrieth another,
committeth adultery: and he that marrieth one that is put
away from a husband committeth adultery.

Please notice that Jesus here presents the rule. We have a
natural tendency to automatically want to harmonize these
passages of Scripture with Matthew 19:9, and carve out
the exception to the rule. While we are not attempting to
invalidate the exception, let us set aside this harmonizing
impulse for just a moment and allow the rule to sink deeply
into our hearts. The rule is that those who (actively) divorce
and marry others commit adultery, and those who marry
those who are (passively) divorced commit adultery.

This is the principle that God has demonstrated in
Scripture. Yes, in Matthew 19:9, God makes an exception
to this rule: if sexually deviant behavior (Greek porneia)
is committed, the offended spouse may divorce the offend-
ing spouse and marry another without committing adultery.
Therefore, those who have divorced their spouses for their
sexually deviant behavior and have married another have
committed no sin.

Unfortunately, far too many brethren try to blow the
exception wide open. They will declare that God preserves
the “right” for the “innocent party” to “lawfully divorce” in
Matthew 19:9, focus on this and emphasize this, and in so
doing make the exception the rule and the rule the excep-
tion. This ought not be!
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We should never forget that God hates divorce (Mal.
2:16), and man is not to separate what God has joined to-
gether (Matt. 19:4-6). The way that Jesus has spoken what
is revealed in Matthew 19:9, Mark 10:11-12, and Luke
16:18 indicates that He expects “legitimate” divorces to
be in the minority and the fully sinful divorces to be in the
majority. The rule is that divorces are sinful and remarriage
involves adultery; the exception is carved out for one spe-
cific reason, and while it is mentioned by Matthew, Mark
and Luke pass over it in silence.

Therefore, to focus on the exception to the detriment of
the rule, or to emphasize the exception over the rule is to
radically distort what Jesus is attempting to communicate.
Divorce is never a “right” — God allows a person to divorce
the one who has committed sexually deviant behavior
against them, but such is never commanded. Since God
hates divorce and strongly affirms covenant faithfulness,
one could make a strong argument that God would rather
such a couple work out their challenges and stay married.
The Bible never speaks of an “innocent” party or a “guilty”
party, terms that are very prejudicial and which rarely re-
flect the realities of a marriage and divorce scenario (many
“innocent” parties are hardly innocent, and while the ac-
tions of the “guilty” party are inexcusable, they are some-
times understandable). Again, we emphasize that God hates
divorce and, therefore, to emphasize the exception over the
rule is not wise. Most divorces are going to be for inappro-
priate reasons. Divorce leads to great sadness and misery.
Since divorce has become quite popular in our society, we
must keep these timeless truths in mind and hold fast to
them. Let us preach the rule as the rule and the exception as
the exception!

deusvitae@hotmail.com
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fewer people in the pews than just six years ago (Chris-
tian Chronicle, February 2009).

Lynn’s information usually includes all churches of
Christ and, whether or not the trend spans the spectrum
of all groups identifying themselves as churches of
Christ is unknown.

WHAT Is CAUSING THIS?

There is no one cause to the aging of American
churches, but I would like to suggest several contribut-
ing factors.

1. America is becoming more secular. In the 1966,
Thomas J. J. Altizer wrote Radical Theology and the
Death of God. He was using the language of German
philosopher Friedrich
Nietzsche. By the death
of God, these men did not
mean that God first existed
and then died in a literal
sense. It may be more ap-
propriate to consider the
statement as Nietzsche’s
way of saying that the
Christian “God” is no longer
a viable influence on most
American’s lives. His influ-
ence over men is dead. To
a large degree, what these
men wrote is true. What
God has spoken and revealed in His word is irrelevant to
many Americans, practically if not theologically.

Social historians write about “post-Christian Ameri-
ca,” recognizing that the influence of the Christian faith
is waning in our society. We have witnessed this in our
work as gospel preachers and elders in a number of dif-
ferent ways. It is becoming more difficult to find anyone
willing to participate in a home Bible study. When I first
began preaching, I was able to have home Bible studies
at least three nights a week on a pretty regular basis and,
as a result, we were baptizing quite a few, as compared
to today. In more recent years, finding someone willing
to have a home Bible study is becoming more and more
difficult.

The American culture is being shaped by the atheist
ethics preached from sit-com television. (And through
the U.S. television medium, this atheistic culture is be-
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ing spread around the world.) Think of how TV is work-
ing to reshape American thought about homosexuality
as a prime example of the preaching of humanistic and
atheistic ethics. Those who believe in and defend Chris-
tian values are caricatured as mindless bigots.

The sad lot of twenty-first century Americans is that
we are unfortunate to be living in an age more like those
of the days of Noah than the apostles on Pentecost or our
ancestors who worked in the early days of the restoration
movement. We are unable to convert as many people,
which contributes to the aging of the church.

2. Americans are having fewer children. The aver-
age size of the American family is diminishing. Amer-
ica’s birthrate is 2.05 chil-
dren per woman (compared
to 3.8 in 1950). Immigrant
families have significantly
higher birthrates, although
that also diminishes as the
next generation adopts
American values. In some
countries, the birth rate of
immigrants outnumbers the
local population to such
an extent that major social
changes are ahead within
a relatively short period of
time. (For examples: The
Islamic immigrants in Europe are giving birth at a much
higher rate than are Europeans; the Palestinians are hav-
ing more babies than Jewish families in Israel. Soon the
majority in both areas will be Islamic.) Flavil Yeakley,
director of the Harding Center for Church Growth in
Searcy, AR, says that there is a 7% decline in the number
of children in U.S. churches (Christian Chronicle, Feb-
ruary 2009). (Whether this figure accurately represents
all segments of the churches of Christ is unknown.) The
fact is that Christian families have fewer children and,
consequently, fewer Christians are converted to Christ
through these families. As Christians grow old, there are
few left to take their place.

3. Christians are doing a poor job of saving their
own children. I am not writing this based on a sys-
tematic collection of data from surveying Churches of
Christ across America. I am writing this on the basis of
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my subjective perception drawn from over forty years
of preaching. My perception is that American churches
are losing well over a majority of the children who have
Christian parents. [ have gone to churches who tell me,
“Ten years ago, we had twenty in our teenage class.” In
ten years, these teenagers have married and many have
children of their own. But the local church does not have
a thriving bunch of pre-schoolers or elementary aged
children. What happened? Out of the twenty teenagers,
four or five are still dedicated and committed to serv-
ing God. What happened to the others? Had American
churches been successful in saving their own children,
the problem of an aging church would have been less
critical!

4. American churches are doing a poor job of
evangelizing. In the February 2007 of The Christian
Chronicle, Bobby Ross, Jr. wrote, “In the last quarter-
century, the United States as a whole grew at a rate
about 20 times faster than Church of Christ membership,
an analysis by the Chronicle has found.” The church
grew at a rate of 1.6% whereas the population increase
in America was twenty times that, about 32%.

Had we been successful in converting people, our
churches would be growing. The problem is not a dimin-
ishing population, but diminishing churches.

CONCLUSION

What does the future hold for Christianity? None of
us has the miraculous gift of prophecy, so any percep-
tions are just the subjective assessment of an uninspired
man. What appears to be the case, is that the center of
Christianity is shifting to various third-world countries
such as the Philippines, Nigeria, India, and South Ameri-
ca. These countries are receptive to gospel preaching and
we thrill to hear of the numbers of baptisms occurring
there.

What can be done? I don’t know the answers to this,
but I would make these suggestions. (1) We are not go-
ing to make more Christians by changing the Christian
message. We might build church attendance, but we
will not make more Christians. There is but one way
for a person to become a Christian—by obedience to
the gospel of Jesus Christ. Watering down that message
to reach more people will only result in the apostasy of
the church. So, let us begin by ruling out the option of
changing the message. (2) Though we cannot control
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some circumstances, there are some things we can do:
(a) Use every opportunity to teach and preach that we
have. The church may not grow, but we will have done
our duty before God. (b) Conduct our lives in such a way
that we don’t drive people away by fussing, bickering,
factionalism, hypocrisy, and such like things that cause
the gospel to be blasphemed, even among the Gentiles.
(c) Pray for the Lord to give us opportunities to preach
to honest and good hearts. (d) Support gospel preaching
in those regions where conversions are occurring. These
brethren may be sending evangelists to America in a few
short years to convert our grandchildren.

Also, brethren need to reconsider the long range im-
pact of driving across town so their children can attend
a church with a larger number of teenagers. First of all,
what is best for the children might not be across town.
Those who attend a church of 200+ people have rela-
tively little opportunity to participate in public worship.
As a teenager attending a small church, I was expected
to lead singing, participate in the serving of the Lord’s
supper, and lead prayer. Occasionally I made announce-
ments. | would not have had those opportunities in a
larger church. Second, families need to reconsider their
idea about going to worship. Are we going somewhere
to be served or to serve? There was a time when larger
churches encouraged some of their members to swarm
to another area to start a church in another commu-
nity. Have we lost our evangelistic spirit, or desire to
serve, rather than being served? I am not implying that
every person’s decision to be a part of a larger church
is wrong. Sometimes brethren leave a smaller church
because of its own problems—its constant bickering,
fussing, and factionalism. No one wishes to be a part of
that, and certainly members of a small church should not
blame a larger church in the area when their members
flee to escape the fussing.

I am not so naive as to think that God’s church will
cease to exist. Daniel foretold that the Lord’s kingdom
would stand forever (Dan. 2:44). I believe what he
wrote. But, that does not mean that the United States
will be a strong center of New Testament Christianity.
The aging of so many American churches portends dif-
ficult times ahead for American churches to hold their
own, much less to grow.
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ALABAMA

THROUGH

The following congregations have paid for advertising in Truth Magazine. Inclusion of churches in this list is not an attempt by Truth Magazine to
certify their faithfulness to God. We do believe the vast majority are striving to uphold the Word in faith and practice.

(205) 681-6231 or 680-5770

(256) 881-9535
www.weatherlychurch.com

(205) 686-5978 or 686-5620

(870) 612-8409 or 698-0542

(870) 933-9134

BIRMINGHAM, AL OWENS CROSS ROADS, AL TUCSON, AZ ]A(él;:g}lj(‘:fl éti;?k
Pine Lane Church of Christ Church of Christ at Elon > . VAN BUREN, AR
. . Tucson Church of Christ 1807 McArthur Dr. .
3955 Pine Lane « Bessemer, AL In Elon Community . p Van Buren Church of Christ
N ) 2020 N Forbes Blvd., Suite 107 Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
(N. side of Exit #6 at 1459) Sh l' 4021 Hobbs Island Rd. bl 4 > hi ' 711 Access Road
Bible Study 9:15 A.M Oop onlin€ at | Study 9:30 A.M Bible Study 9:00 AM. ATy J0:30 AN, Bible Study 9:30 AM
. ' N r . ' N Worship 10:00 A.M. Evening 5:30 PM. . § N
Worship 10:00 A.M. Worship 10:20 A.M. Eveni 5:00 PM Wednesd 7:00 PM. Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening soev. | truthbooks.net Evening 6:00 PM. vemng o canesday SRR Evening 5:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM. Evangelist: Dennis Adams
‘Wednesday 7:00 PM. ‘Wednesday 7:00 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM.
. . 520-622-8986 (501) 982-6413 - church bldg.
Evangelist: Terry W. Benton Evangelist: Charles Maples hurchofchris 85-5159 - Dennis Ad. (479) 471-5801
(205) 425-2352 or 978-8342 256-539-0772 www.tucsonchurchofchrist.com (501) 985-5159 - ennis Adams
(501) 982-6776 - William Engel
ALAMEDA, CA
BIRMINGHAM, AL We t]: UIN ’II:ISV[}:;LFS}:‘ L hof PARRISH, AL BATESVILLE, AR JONESBORO, AR Alameda Church of Christ
Pinson Church of Christ catherly Ceﬁg. ts ureh o McArthur Heights Church of Christ Quail Valley Stone Street Church of Christ 2167 Santa Clara Ave.
4233 Glen Brook Rd. 930 Weatherly Rd. SE Church of Christ 4104 E. Harrison St. 1607 Stone St Bible Study 9:45 A M.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Bible Stud yng(') AM 5082 Hwy. 269 Bible Study 10:00 A.M. Bible Study 10:00 A.M. Worship 10:50 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M. Worshi Y 10:00 AAMA Bible Study 10:00 A.M. Worship 10:45 A.M. ‘Worship 11:00 A.M. Evening 6:00 PM.
Evening 6:00 PM. E Ol{inp 6"00 P'M' Worship 11:00 A.M. Evening 5:00 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. Wednesday 7:30 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM. V\\/’ed gd' 7:00 M. Evening 5:00 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM. Evangelist:
Evangelist: Ken Chapman ednescay e ‘Wednesday 6:30 PM. Evangelist: Leonard Westbrook Evangelist: Dick Blackford Olen Holderby

(510) 523-9547
www.alamedacoc.org

BIRMINGHAM, AL
Vestavia Hills Church of Christ
2325 Old Columbiana Rd.
(near I-65 & Hwy. 31)

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
‘Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.
Evangelist: Harold Comer and
Jason Cicero
(205) 822-0018 or 822-0082

MADISON, AL
Hughes Road at Gooch Lane

Church of Christ

1550 Hughes Rd.
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Frank Walton
(256) 830-1654
www.teachingtruth.org

RED BAY, AL
Eastside Church of Christ
Meadow Dr. & Hwy. 24 East

Bible Study 9:30 A M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
‘Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Danny Fuller
Building: (256) 356-4513
Cell: (256) 668-4904

Place Your
Ad Today!

LITTLE ROCK, AR
Church of Christ
7115 West 65th St.
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
‘Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Don McClain
Res. (501)847-6677
Study (501) 5681062

BELLFLOWER, CA
Rose Ave. Church of Christ

17903 Ibbetson Ave.
Bible Study 9:45 A M.
Worship 10:50 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

(562) 866-5615

BRUNDIDGE, AL

Church of Christ
437 Clayton St (at US 231)
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Paul Carter (334) 397-4684
Billy Carter: (334) 566-3205

MOBILE, AL
West Mobile Church of Christ
129 Hillcrest Rd.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
‘Wednesday 7:00 PM.

SCOTTSBORO, AL
Eastside Church of Christ
John T. Reid Pkwy.
(Hwy. 72, 2 mi. E. of Hwy. 35)

Worship 9:00 A.M.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Wayne Chappell, Sr.

CONWAY, AR
Hwy. 65 Church of Christ
271 Highway 65N

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
‘Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Bruce Reeves

MARSHALL, AR
Marshall Church of Christ
(North Central, AR)
Hwy. 27 N, 1 Mi. from 65 Jct.

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Randy Searight

CANOGA PARK, CA

(San Fernando Valley)
Church of Christ
7054 Winnetka Ave.
Bible Study 9:45 A M.
Worship 10:45 A.M.
Afternoon 2:30 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Minister: Bruce Evans (818)348-2193

Evangelists: Mark White
(256) 766-0403

Carroll Puckett 288-1461;
Charles Martin 283-2983;
Bob Smith 334-277-1904

Evangelist: Steven Harper

Evangelist: John Hagenbuch
(479) 478-6108 or 782-0588

(479) 636-7484
(479) 685-5067

Pﬁ;{;ﬁﬁ%’cﬁtigt (251) 342-4144 or 342-2041 (256) 574-1603 or 575-2664 Bldg: (501) 336-0052 (870) 448-2055 Spanish congregation (818)701-0112
DUBLIN, CA
MONTGOMERY’ AL WA, UK CONWAY, AR EINHIRECLE “.‘R Tri-Valley Church of Christ
Church of Christ Chena Small Tracts Road Prince S Church of Chri Church of Christ 873 Dublin Blvd
800 Perry Hill Rd. Church of Christ e e oo ot 4700 W. 28th St. s Db Blve:
VACATIONING Bible Study 9:00 A.M. 5033 Chena Small Tracts Rd. 2655 Prince St. (Hwy. 60) Bible Study 9:45 A.M. . Dublin, CA 94568
; p Bible Study 9:00 A.M. . Bible Study 9:30 AM.
CHRISTIANS Worship 10:00 A.M. Bible Study 9:30 A M. Worshi 10:00 AM Worship 10:35 A.M. Worshi 1030 AM
Evening 5:00 PM. Worship 10:30 A.M. Eve nsmg 600 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. Ev‘énsing SO0 PM.
FINDYOUR = Oy rrondereon | Wednesday  paomag, | Wednesdoy  700eM. | YECteOR o ente Rl | Vednesday  Z0RM
angelist: Jelt benderso A o (501) 339-6917 vange 1st : Evangelist: Joshua Higgins
PLACE OF WORSHIP| 244-1675,277-9155,271-4679 (907) 479-8918 (870) 879-2097 (005) 828.8747
MONTGOMERY, AL
FLORENCE, AL Eastbrook Church of Christ GLENDALE. AZ FT. SMITH, AR ROGERS, AR Bl CAJON S A DIECO, CA
College View Church of Christ 650 Coliseum Blvd. Church of Cl,ir'st South 46th St. Central Church of Christ 52'3 S. Johnson Av
851 N. Pine St. Bible Study 9:00 A.M. TR T Church of Christ PO. Box 763 ELCaton, CA 92020
(Next to University Campus) | Worship 10:00 A.M. . : Ve 2323 South 46th St. Bible Study 9:30 A.M. ) 4om
p . Bible Study 9:00 A.M. X . Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Evening 5:00 PM. Worshi 9:40 A.M Bible Study 9:45 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M. Worshi 10:00 AM
‘Worship 10:15 A.M. Wednesday 6:00 PM. Bible Stlzld 5"00 P.M. Worship 10:30 A.M. Evening 5:30 PM. Eveninp 6"00 P‘M'
Evening 6:00 PM. Bldg: (334) 272-4232 el I Evening 5:00 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM. Wodneg, 00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM. | Evangelist: Brian Moore 279-1077 vemng An DS Wednesday 7:00 PM. Evangelist: Ricky Manes scay e
‘Wednesday 7:30 PM. Evangelist: John Mulligan

(619) 444-6106
(619) 922-0395

HUNTSVILLE, AL
Chapman Acres Church of Christ
2137 Penhall Dr., NE
(I-565, Exit 21, left on Maysville
Rd., left on Chapman Ave., right

on Penhall Dr.)
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
‘Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Roger Blackwelder
(256) 536-5296 or 617-2848

NORTHPORT, AL
Northwood Church of Christ
4601 Northwood Estates Dr.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
‘Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: David Hartselle

TUCSON, AZ
Church of Christ
145 N. Country Club Rd.
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
‘Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Hugh Delong
326-3634 or 722-3179

HARRISON, AR
Capps Rd. Church of Christ
407 Bella Vista Dr.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
‘Worship 10:15 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
‘Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Norman E. Sewell
741-9104 or 741-5151

TEXARKANA, AR
Church of Christ
2301 Franklin Dr.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
‘Worship 10:15 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Marc R. Hinds

FOLSOM, CA
Church of Christ
900 E. Natomas St.
P.O. Box 492
Worship 9:30 A.M.
Bible Study 5:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.
Evangelist: David Posey
(530) 676-9514 or
(916) 608-4866
www.folsomchurch.com

-800-428-0121
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CALIFORNIA
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FREMONT, CA
Centerville Church of Christ

MONTROSE, CO
San Juan church of Christ
1414 Hawk Parkway, Unit C

FORT LAUDERDALE, FL
Northside Church of Christ

KEY LARGO, FL
Key Largo Church of Christ
100695 N. Overseas Hwy.

ORLANDO, FL
S. Bumby Church of Christ
3940 S. Bumby

HELP

3885 Beacon Ave, Ste D Bible Study 10:00 A.M. 912 NW 19th St. 33037 m.m. 100.7 on US 1 Bible Study 9:30 A.M. 'ACATI 1
Fremont, CA 94538 Worship 11:00 A.M. Bible Study 10:00 A.M. Bible Study 10:00 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M. VAC ONING
Bible Study 10:00 A.M. Evening 2:00 PM. Worship 11:00 A.M. Worship 11:00 A.M. Evening 5:00 P.M. CHRISTIANS
Worship 11:00 A.M. Wednesday 6:30 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM.
Evening 5:00 PM. Evangelist: Richard Thetford Wednesday 7:30 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM. Evangelist: Joshua C. Creel FIND YOUR
(510) 794-7659 (970) 626-5558 or (970) 249-8116 (305) 763-1404 Evangelist: William LeDent (407) 851-8031 or
www.sanjuanchurchofchrist.org (305) 451-1194 (321) 235-3307 PLACE OF WORSHIP
PALATKA, FL SEFFNER, FL
HEMET, CA KOYCLIb BT KISSIMMEE, FL Palatka Church of Christ Church of Christ
. Church of Christ Church of Christ 505 Third Ay
Church of Christ 200 Pine Island Rd. 2431 Fortune Rd (Third Ava. i 11 ‘I’i- o 621 E. Wheeler Rd.
i y ] ird Ave. intersects . 19 one i -

i 230 AN Place Your Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Bible Study 9:30 A.M. block south oway“Zo) Bible Study  10:00 AM.
Bible Study 9:45 A.M. hi 15 AM Worshi 30 AM Bibl d 00 AM Worship 10:50 A.M.
Worship 10:50 A.M. Worship 10:15 A.M. ‘orship 10:30 A.M. ible S'tu ly 10:00 A.M. Evening 6:00 PM

. va Ad T d | Evening 6:00 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. Worship 11:00 A.M. o
Evening 5:00 PM. (0] ay. N ! [Erem 6:00 PM. Wednesday 7:30 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM. Wednesday 7:30 PM. NEnT ALY Lzl - LT
Wednesday 7:00 PM. . . S Wednesda 7:00 PM Evangelist: Bobby Witherington
Evangelist: Vernon E. Ford Evangelist: Mark Copeland 87 aub il
(951)925-1991 (239) 567-0819 (407) 931-1725 or 348-0300 Evangelist: Robert Skomp (813) 684-1297
(386) 326-3952 or 546-5689 www.seffnercoc.org
LONG BEACH, CA DOVER, DE FORT MYERS, FL LAKELAND, FL PALMETTO, FL TAMPA, FL
Church of Christ Kent-Sussex Church of Christ Southside Church of Christ Lakeland Hills Blvd. Palmetto Church of Christ Central Church of Christ
3433 Studebaker Rd. 2041 South DuPont Hwy 13641 Learning Ct. Church of Christ 1575 14th Avenue W. 2701 E. Fowler Ave (in the Clarion)
Bible Study 9:50 A.M. Bible Study 10:00 A.M. Bible Study 9:30 A.M. 2510 Lakeland Hills Blvd. Bible Study 9:00 A.M. Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:45 A.M. Worship 11:00 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M. Bible Study 9:00 A.M. Worship 10:00 A.M. Worship 9:50 A.M.
Evening 5:30 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. Worship 9:50 A.M. Evening 6:00 PM. Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. Wednesday 7:30 PM. Wednesday 7:30 PM.
Lonnie Fritz (562) 420-2363 Wednesday 7:30 PM. Evangelist: David Beck John Lockaby (813) 833-5786

Mark Reeves (562) 420-9577
(562) 377-1674

(302) 672-7087
www.delawarebiblestudies.com

Evangelist: David P. Schmidt
433-2838 or 482-2158

Evangelists: Marc W. Gibson
Don Hastings (863) 688-4336

(941) 722-1307, or (941) 803-8084
www.palmettochurchofchrist.com

John Trimble (813) 914-0546
Tom O’Neal (813) 625-5651

OCEANSIDE-VISTA,CA

Church of Christ
2020 Sunset Dr.
Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
‘Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: Lowell C. Bell
(760) 940-8003

ALACHUA, FL
Santa Fe Hills Church of Christ
Hwy. 441, 1/2 mile west of I-75

(Exit 78)
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

(386) 462-4325 or (352) 333-7003

FT. WALTON BEACH, FL
6 Lane Dr.
Mary Esther, FL
Bible Study 9:30 AM.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.
Evangelist: Joey Rankin
(850) 244-9222

MERRITT ISLAND, FL
Church of Christ
512 Plumosa St.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.
(321) 453-3320

PANAMA CITY BEACH, FL
Beach Church of Christ
8910 Front Beach Rd.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: Ben Liggin
(850) 234-2521 or 234-1368

ZEPHYRHILLS, FL
Church of Christ
5444 4th St.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Assembly 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

(813) 788-9587

ARVADA, CO
(Denver)
Northgate Church of Christ

(Lincoln Academy Charter School)

6980 Pierce Street
Bible Study 9:30 A M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Afternoon Class/
Worship 1:30 PM.
(303) 456-4895

BRONSON, FL
Church of Christ
894 E. Hathaway (Hwy. 27A)
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Thursday 7:00 PM.

Evengelist: John Zellner
(352) 528-3058

FROSTPROOF, FL
Church of Christ
40 W. “A” St.

Frostproof, FL 33483
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Mike Freese

(863) 635-2607 or 635-4278

MIAMI, FL

Flagler Grove Church of Christ

(Nearest to Airport)

500 N.W. 53rd Ave.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: John Buttrick
(305) 634-5924

PANAMA CITY, FL
Church of Christ
3339 Florida Ave.
(Between Baldwin Rd. & Hwy. 390)
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.
Evangelist: Marvin Hudson
(850) 265-6539

CENTERVILLE, GA
Centerville Church of Christ

250 Collins Ave. (Near Robins AFB)

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: J. Wiley Adams
(478) 922-1158

COLORADO SPRINGS, CO
Northeast Church of Christ
6660 Galley Rd.

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.

Worship 10:00 A.M.

Evening 5:00 PM.

Wednesday 7:30 PM.
(719) 597-6661

BROOKSVILLE, FL
Church of Christ
604 W. Fort Dade Ave.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:50 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: V.C. McCormick
(352) 796-9803

GENEVA, FL

Church of Christ
Ave. C and 2nd St.

Bible Study
Worship

9:30 A M.
10:45 A.M.

(407) 349-9998

MIAMI, FL
Church of Christ
12780 Quail Roost Dr.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: Clark Pace
(305) 233-9590 or
(954) 430-1437

PENSACOLA, FL
East Hill Church of Christ
2078 E. Nine Mile Rd.

at Camberwell Rd.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
‘Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Stan Adams
479-2130 or 994-7749

CONYERS, GA
Rockdale Church of Christ

East Metro Atlanta, 705 Smyrna Rd.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:30 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Forrest Bacon, elder (770) 918-1932;
‘Wendell Holland, elder (770) 761-6987;

Building (770) 929-3973

CHIPLEY, FL OCALA, FL CORDELE, GA
FLEOUIRE GO Church of Christ L DL Church of Christ Crisp County Church of Christ
Foothills Church of Christ - Harding St. Church of Christ . To make Changes 120 Emmaus Road
. . 1295 Brickyard Rd. . 3900 S. Pine (441, 301 & 27 S.) i
1200 Raintree Drive Bible Stud 9:30 AM 5828 Harding St. Bible Stud 10:00 A.M d Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M. Uy Do Bible Study  10:00 A.M. ucy Podiu to your ad, Worship 11:00 A.M.
p Worship 10:30 A.M. p Worship 11:00 A.M.

Bible Study 11:30 A.M. Evenin 5:00 PM Worship 11:00 A.M. Evenin 6:00 PM contact us at Wednesday 7:00 PM.
Call (970) 482-9690 for Wodnebta 00 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. Wodneota 00 PM. Evangelist: Jimmy Tuten
Wednesday Service y 00 EM. Wednesday 7:30 PM. y 00 M. andyalex@bellsouth.net Call for directions: (229) 271-1964

(Meets in home.) (954) 961-4112 Evangelist:Al Sandlin Y ' (229) 382-8766
: (850) 638-4942 352-351-5188 (229) 3263715
SValley Ohurch of s DELAND, FL g ACKSONVILLEFL ORLANDO, FL “ChuchofChuist | ChuschofChrist
v North Blvd. Church of Christ | Julington Creek Church of Christ Pine Hills Church of Christ
491 Sparn Road i 1630 State Rd 13N - 2300 Taylor Road Route 116 (near
823 N. Woodland Blvd. : 890 Hastings St.
P.O. Box 40531 Bible Stud 9:30 AM Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Bible Stud 10:00 A.M PO Box 511069 Callaway Gardens)

Bible Study 9:45 A M. Worshi Y 10f30 AM. Worship 10:30 A.M. Worshi ¥ 11:00 AM. Bible Study 9:30 AM. | Bible Study 10:00 A.M.

Worship 10:45 A.M. Ev r;inp 5.30 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. E r;inp 6.‘00 PM. Worship 10:30 A.M. | Worship 11:00 A.M.

Evening 5:00 PM. We #) 5 ) 7:00 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM. V\fe d & ’ 7:30 PM. Evening (Nov.-Mar.) 4:00 PM. | Evening 6:00 PM.

Wednesday 6:00 PM. ednescay N (904) 230-3332 (Bldg) or ednescay Wocr Evening (Apr.-Oct.) 5:00 PM. | Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: Bill Bohannon

www. ValleyChurchofChrist.net

Evangelist: Jack Owen
(386) 734-6907 or 734-4311

268-9638 (Wendell Bowman)
Wwww.jccoc.com

Evangelist: Ray West
(407) 293-2851 or 290-8650

Evangelist: Paul Branch
(239) 458-3566

Evangelist: Tommy W. Thomas
(706) 628-5117 or 628-5229

DESTIN, FL el e el ORLANDO, FL ST. PETERSBURG, FL o, G

IGNACIO, CO South Walton Church of Christ 8150 Driggers St. Azalea Park Church of Christ Church of Christ 7201 Johnny Mercer Blvd
Church of Christ 64 Casting Lake Rd. Bible Study 10:00 A.M. 6800 Lake Underhill Rd. 901 49th St. South Bible Stud Y 10:00 A.M
295 Burns Ave. Bible Study 9:00 A.M. Worship 11:00 A.M. Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Bible Study 10:00 A.-M. Worshi 7 11:00 A.M.
Bible Study 9:00 A.M. Worship 10:00 A.M. Evening 6:00 PM. Worship 10:30 A.M. Worship 11:00 A.M. Wed Pd 6‘30 P.M‘
Worship 10:00 A.M. Evening 6:00 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM. Evening 4:00 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. e fée? aYr R N : M.
Bible Study 1:00 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM. Evangelist: Jamie Rhoden Wednesday 7:30 PM. Wednesday 7:30 PM. vangelist: Ron Nelson

ronnelson@embarqmail.com
(912) 306-4631
www.coastalchurchofchrist.com

Elders: Jamie Rhoden & Steve Frazier|
(904) 781-5704 or 693-0432
‘www.mariettacoc.com

(970) 563-9418 (850) 622-3817

www.southwaltonchurchofchrist.com

Evangelist: James P. Needham
(407) 277-7931 or 628-2995

Evangelist: Doug Barlar
(813) 321-2721
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(309) 462-5368

Evangelist: John Isaac Edwards

(812) 876-2285

Evangelist: John Henry
967-3437 or 967-3520

(785) 235-8687 or 273-7977

www.17thstreetchurchofchrist.org

VALDOSTA, GA CAMPBELLSVILLE, KY REGINA, KY
Church of Christ PALATINE, IL IRCEE, TN FLDORADO,KS it | Sunny Hill Dr. Church of Christ | Road Creck Church of Christ
4313 North Valdosta Rd. Church of Christ e Cif(CmEE Emporia St. Church of Christ (near the Dairy Queen) 7 miles west of Elkhorn City
p . - (N.W. Chicago Suburb) 301 N. Calvert Ave. 1154 S. Emporia .

(Located 1 mile E. of Exit 22 off I-75) . . Bible Study 9:45 A.M. on Route 460 & Route 80
Worshi 9:00 AM 1050 N. Deer Ave. Bible Study 9:00 A.M. Bible Study 10:00 A.M. Worshi 10:45 A M Bible Stud 10:00 A.M
e sxlu)l &y 1000 AM Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Worship 10:00 A.M. Worship 11:00 A.M. Evening g Worship 050 AM.
Worshi 11:00 A‘M. Worship 10:30 A.M. Evening 6:00 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. Wednesda 7:30 P.M. Evenin 6l'00 PAM‘

p AL Evenin 6:00 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM. Wednesda 7:00 PM. Yy 20 B s N

(No evening worship) 8 Y Y Evangelist: Steve Lee ‘Wednesd: 7:00 PM,
Wednesda; e W7-00 Ilgvl Wednesday 7:00 PM. Lyl Koo il steveleve45g1 ol@{vindvstream net (66065)57;19883 754-8642

(229) 244.8630 (847) 967-9667 (765) 284-5299 or 286-5488 (316) 321-1025 (270) 789. 1651 o754 2508
CLARKSVILLE, IN CANEYVILLE, KY
BLACKFOOT, ID Clarksville Church of Christ T, IN LENEXA, KS . Caneyville Church of Christ BATON ROUGE, LA .
Church of Christ 407 Lewis and Clark Pkw. Church of Christ Lenexa Church of Christ 103 N. Main St Park Forest Church of Christ
370 N. Shillin: Bible Study 9:30 A.M. 400 Lafayette Ave. 7845 Cottonwood (e the; 4wa s‘;) ) 9923 Sunny Cline Dr.
o) oo N o Worship 10:30 A.M. PO. Box 34 Bible Study 9:30 AM. L i (S Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
i ey Evening 6:00 PM. Bible Study 9:45 AM. Worship 10:20 A.M. St Y TBA Worship 10:00 A.M.
v\'for‘;hi“ Y T Wednesday ~ 7:30 PM. Worship 10:30 A.M. Evening 6:00 PM. Ev‘;fi an S Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednefda 7:30 P.M. Evangelist: Kipp Campbell Evening 6:00 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM. Wednesda 7:00 P.M. Wednesday 7:00 PM.
2 o1 ech (812) 941-0747 or 944-2305 Wednesday 7:00 PM. Evangelist: Jim Stauffer Y o Evangelist: Bill Crews
(BT LICHEI R KCampbell@earthlink.net (812) 279-4332 (913) 631-6519 or 764-9170 Lt el s 275-4684 or 273-1105
Elders: 944-1878 or 948-9917 (270) 879-6152 or 274-3065
ELLETTSVILLE, IN PEKIN, IN TOPEKA, KS
Abi %BIN&DO}I:I > ?(llh st Church of Christ Church of Christ 17" Street Church of Christ 38]5321\]{‘,1‘1‘1‘ 15 KX B BQSSé]}E]R C]:T?’CIBA, "
ng 289 Nu;/clairol 1S 303 W. Temperance St. (First St. & Karnes Ct.) 5600 SW 17 St. Worshi . EXIngtl%{IOO‘;:'M 05816;917u}1;28t2r ns

BibleStudy  10:00 AM Bible Study 9:45 A M. Bible Study 9:45 A M. Bible Study 9:30 AM. e dy 1145 AM. Bible Study 530 AM
Worshi 11:00 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M. ‘Worship 10:30 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M. Evenin, 6'00 P.M‘ Worshi 10 :30 A‘M‘
ety AT Evening 5:00 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. Sy O v b 00 BM.
veming ey Wednesday 7:00 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM. ol G o 5 00 DA
Evangelist: John B. Wilson Evangelist: Scott Vifquain ‘Wednesday 7:00 PM.

(859) 236-4204 or 238-0860

(318) 747-4308 or 742-4557

FRANKLIN, KY
PLAINFIELD, IN 2 q
HAMMOND, IN Chureh of Choist _ WICHITA,KS 31-W North Church of Christ HELP
Woodmar Church of Christ 350, Township Line Rd Ridge Road Church of Christ 1733 Bowling Green Road
2133 169th St. il ) 7001 W. 21st St., North Bible Study 9:00 A.M. VACATIONING
Place Your . _ Bible Study  9:00 AM. . : ! :
Worhip | tosoan. | Memhp o esoA | (SR 0NN Rgi  KGoa | CHRISTIANS
Ad TOday' Evening 6‘00 P Ml i SHIDIZWL, Evening 5‘00 P Ml Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
* W Podiers Wednesday ~ 7:00 PM. PRy ! Vo FIND YOUR
‘ednesday 7:00 PM. ieelf « olsto Bkpadls (316) 722-6622 or 744-1841 Evangelist: Steve Monts
(219) 845-8942 (317) 839-0174 RSO PLACE OF WORSHIP
www.franklinchurch.com
RICHMOND, IN WICHITA, KS GLASGOW, KY
b > ® LEESVILLE, LA
(?HICAGO’ U . HOBART, H\,I Gaar Road Church of Christ Westside Church of Christ East Main St. Church of Christ hi k Church of Chri
Northside Church of Christ Church of Christ White Park Church of Christ
L s 1835 Gaar Rd. 2626 W. 47th St. South 106 Carnation Dr. 17801 Nolan Trace; 20 mi. from
2543 W. Division St. 300 N. Liberty St. ) } ! 7801 Nolan Trace; 20 mi. fro
Bible Stud 10:00 A.M Bible Stud 9:45 AM (1 mi. S. of I-70 off Hwy. 227) Bible Study 9:30 A.M. (across from Gorin Park) Fort Polk (5 mi. W. of Leesville)
Worship | LLOOAM. | Worhip . 1030 AM BibleStudy  9:30AM. | Worship 10:30 A.M. BibleStudy  9:30AM. | BibleStudy  9:45 AM.
Eveninp 6"00 P'M' Eve ninp 6'00 PAMA Worship 10:30 A.M. Evening 5:00 PM. Worship 10:30 A.M. Worship 10:35 A.M.
Ty DL Wodnees 2100 DM, Evening 6:00 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM. Evening 5:00 PM. Evening 5:00 PM.
eanescay e ednesday el Wednesday 7:00 PM. Evangelist: Mike O'Neal Wednesday 6:30 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: James R. Davis, Jr.
(312) 961-2150

Evangelist: Jerry Cleek
(219) 942-2663

Evangelist: Douglas R. Clark
(765) 935-2911

(316) 729-9302 or 942-1649
www.cocwestside.com

Evangelist: Doug Lancaster
(270) 404-0346 or 651-7141

(337) 239-4614
www.whiteparkchurchofchrist.org

CHICAGO, IL
Church of Christ
1514 West 74th Street
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
‘Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: James E. Scott
Bldg. (773) 224-9279
(708) 339-6126

INDIANAPOLIS, IN
Castleton Church of Christ
7701 East 86th St., 46256

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

(317) 842-3613

SALEM, IN
Westside Church of Christ
2000 West State Rd. 56

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
‘Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Evan Casey
(812) 883-2033

www.westsidechurchofchrist.info

BEAVER DAM, KY

Church of Christ

1235 Williams St.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Bible Study  After Worship
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Mike Thomas
(270) 274-4451 or 274-4486

LEITCHFIELD, KY
Mill St. Church of Christ
Highway 62 E.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:55 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Joey Cooper
(270) 259-4968

MANY, LA
Lakeside Church of Christ
12095 Texas Hwy. (Hwy. 6 W.)
12 miles west of Many

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
‘Wednesday 7:00 PM.

(318) 256-9396

(217) 234-3702

Evangelist: Alan Jones
(765)-922-7602

(641) 236-1955
(641) 521-6485

Evangelist: Charles J. White
(270) 422-3878

JAMESTOWN, IN TRAFALGAR, IN BOWLING GREEN, KY STONEWALL, LA
ROWNERS GROYE’ 1L Church of Christ Spearsville Rd. Church of Christ, Eastside Church of Christ LQUISVILLE’ e . N. DeSoto Church of Christ
Church of Christ i south of 6244 S. 500W. llhouse Rd Valley Station Church of Christ ioh
1236 63rd St (1 Mi. south of I-74) D e G T 128 1706 Smallhouse R 1803 Dixie Garden Dr. 2071 Highway 171
p ¥ Cor. Darlington & Mill Sts. _(12mi. S. of Hwy. 135) Bible Study 9:30 A.M. . . (South of Shreveport)
(1 and 1/2 mile E. of 1355) » Bible Study 10:00 A.M. . Bible Study 9:30 A.M. !
q Bible Study 9:30 A.M. - Worship 10:25 A.M. " Worship 9:00 A.M.
Bible Study 9:00 A.M. Worshi Worship 11:00 A.M. " Worship 10:30 A.M. .
. orship 10:25 A.M. F y Evening 6:00 PM. . ¥ Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 9:55 A.M. . Evening 6:00 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. .
q y Evening 6:00 PM. Wednesd 7:00 PM Wed.  10:00 A.M. &7:00 PM. y Evening 6:00 PM.
Evening 6:00 PM. ednesday :00 RM. ) Wednesday 7:30 PM.
‘Wednesday 7:00 PM. Evangelist: David R. Dodd Evangelist: Gary Kerr p Wednesday 7:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM. E list: David Halbrook SEST < Evangelist: Dudley Ross Spears E list: Bobbi
(630) 968-0760 dgeoc.org vangelist: David Halbroo! (317) 878-5969 or (317) 439-3252 (270) 843-9925 (502) 937-2822 vangelist: Steve Bobbitt
(765) 676-6404 or (317) 892-6285 |spearsvilleroadmessenger@gmail.com www.mightyisthelord.com (318) 925-2733
GLEN ELLYN, IL BOWLING GREEN, KY WEBSTER, MA
Church of Christ DES MOINES, IA West End Church of Christ Lghliig}‘: i?lé%rﬁf Church of Christ Webster
796 Prairie, 60137 See Church of Christ 300 Blue Level Rd., 42101 4401 West Broad St 168 Main St.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M. 1310 N.E. 54th Ave. Bible Study 9:00 A.M. Bible Stud 10:00 A M
Worship 10:30 AM. YOUR Bible Study 9:30 A M. Worship 10:00 A.M. v Sunday Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM. Worship 10:40 A.M. Evening 5:00 PM. EV‘;;Sm‘P e Sunday Worship 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday 7:30 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM. 5 00 DAL Wed Bible Study Call for details
L ] e Wednesday 7:00 PM.
Evangelist: Joseph T. Novak ad here | Evangelists: Todd Chandler & Evangelist: Donald Wright, .
(630-529-2149) (515) 262-6799 Lowell Sallee (270) 842-7880 (5023) s 491_39392 : (508) 765-6067
(630) 858-2290 www.westendchurch.com Preacher: Peter Capoccia
MATTOON, IL MARION, IN GRINNELL, IA BRANDENBURG, KY OWENSBORO, KY PORTLAND, ME
Southside Church of Christ South Marion Church of Christ Church of Christ Brandenburg Church of Christ Southside Church of Christ 856 Brighton Ave.
1100 S. 17th St. 3629 S. Washington St. 1402 Third Ave 612 Broadway 2920 New Hartford Rd. (Breakwater School)
Bible Study 9:30 A M. Bible Study 9:30 AM. Bible Stud ! 9\;0 AM Bible Study 9:45 AM. Bible Study 9:30 AM. Leave Maine Turnpike at Exit 48
Worship 10:30 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M. e S Worship 10:30 A.M. Worship 10:20 A.M. Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM. Evening 5:00 PM. bl e Evening 5:00 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. Worship ~ 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday 7:00 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM. Y e Wednesday 6:30 PM. ‘Wednesday 7:00 PM. Second service immediately follow-

Evangelist: Jarrod Jacobs
(270) 683-5386 or 264-7869

ing morning worship. Mid-week
Bible Study—Please call for times &
places (207) 839-3075 or 839-8409

1-800-428-0121
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MARYLAND

THROUGH
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ARBUTUS, MD

Evangelist: Antoine Holloway
(301) 474-7460 or (301) 741-0012

Evangelist: Don Davis
(228) 832-5529

Evangelist: Mark Broyles
(816) 532-4270 or 734-4142

(816) 233-6485
Evangelist: Erik Smith

(505) 266-7577
www.heightschurchof christ.com

Arbutus Church of Christ CLINTON, MS DONIPHAN, MO ST. JAMES, MO HELP
5205 East Dr., Suite D McRaven Rd. Church of Christ Southside Church of Christ Church of Christ TO m ake chan es

(ast Drive Sh " Clatiai) 301 McRaven Rd. (120, exit 36) Hwy. 142 E. % mile 685 Sidney St. g

cast Drive Shopping Center) | gy ). g1\, 10:00 AM. (PO. Box 220) Bible Study  9:30 A.M. d VACATIONING
Bible Study  10:00 A.M. Wordhio®y - : Study - 9: to your ad,
Worship 11:00 AM. Ol‘b.hlp 11:00 A.M. Bible S'tudy 9:30 A.M. Wors‘hlp 10:15 A.M. CHRISTIANS
Bhr e | Do conu | el wea | b ooty (contdctusat

; ednesday :30 PM. vening :00 PM. ‘ednesday :00 PM.

CVIYES:; i)c}?g’ne' @ 0)7 2()27?11\;19 6 Evangelist: Leonard White Wednesday 7:00 PM. Evangelist: Lynn Huggins andyalex@bellsouth.net FIND YOUR
s A b (601) 925-9757 or 924-2645 (573) 996-3251 or 996-3513 (573) 265-8628 PLACE OF WORSHIP
SR D COLUMBUS, MS$ FAIR GROVE, MO ST. JOSEPH, MO ALBUQUERQUE, NM

Southwest Church of Christ Woodlawn Church of Christ Church of Christ County Line Church of Christ Albuquerque Church of Christ ,HOP]i'{MquLLSl; NfC hri
. 805 Meadow Rd. 359 Sanders Mills Rd. Steen 217 N. Orchard Blvd. 2727 County Line Rd. 1908 Sunshine Terrace SE Gra(zrs C)rece N ure OBI?i rist
Gl Sindly 000 AL Bible Study 9:00 AM. Bible Study  10:00 A.M. Bible Study ~ 9:30 A.M. Bible Study 9:30 A M. ety Bice:
;“’,‘;Slhnlg 11;?:0‘;3: \é\’yors.hip 96:4050Ar%' yorspip 1 16;0(?0 I;ﬁ‘ ;vcrs_hip 105:2;)0 A?).m. E%rghip 106:3(?01;% W(():rs?:i)p o
Wity ZEDIIYL, Wednesda 730 PM. Wednesda 7.00 PM. Wednesday  7:00 M. Wednesda 7.00 PM. Bible Study 11am
Evangelist: Brandon Trout v alst: Willis Logar, o A o i) (910) 321-9023
(410) 969-1420 or (410) 551-6549 vangelist: Willis Logan Evangelist: Walter Myers (8.16) 279-4737 ) (call to confirm time) (910) 424-2372
TN A T (601) 356-6629 (417) 830-8972 or (417) 736-2663 | www.countylinechurchofchrist.com 764-9277
RIVERDALE, MD GULFPORT, MS ST. JOSEPH, MO ALBUQUERQUE, NM
(Washington, D.C. area) Morris Rd. Church of Christ N:i:uNasghsu?cIl’xr ;Itf (Igfr)ist Prairie Hills Church of Christ Heights%hurc(ﬁ of Christ MARION, NC
Wildercroft Church of Christ 1 blk. N. of Dedeaux Rd. & 11425 N. Main St 14273 County Rd. 307 (.7 mi. E 7801 Zuni Road, S.E. Hwy. 70 Church of Christ
6330 Auburn Ave. 3 Rivers Rd. on Morris Rd. Bible Stud : 9:30 A M of Intersection 1-29 & Hwy. 169) Bible Study 9:30 A.M. 18 Peachtree St.
Bible Study 9:30 AM. Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Worshi Y 10:20 ADM. Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M. Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
‘Worship 10:30 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M. Eveninp é‘OO P.M. Worship 10:50 A.M. Evening 5:00 PM. Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. Wed gd 7:00 PM. Evening 6:30 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM. Evening 4:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM. cdnesaay St Wednesday 7:00 PM. Evanagelist: Darrel Yontz Wednesday 7:00 PM.

(828) 652-7504 or 652-2584

CEDAR SPRINGS, MI
Grand Rapids Area
'W. Michigan Church of Christ
Sr. Citizen Center, 44 Park St.

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
‘Worship 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Joseph Gladwell

MERIDIAN, MS
Grandview Church of Christ
2820 Grandview Ave.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 6:30 PM.

Evangelist: Danny Gardner
(601) 681-4505 or 482-9543

KANSAS CITY, MO
Vivion Road Church of Christ
2026 N.E. Vivion Rd.

Bible Study 9:30 A M.
Worship 10:15 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Tom Kinzel

BEATRICE, NE
Church of Christ
7th and Bell
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:30 PM.
233-4102 or 228-3827

www.churchofchrist7bell.com

Place Your
Ad Today!

BEAVERCREEK, OH
Knollwood Church of Christ
1031 Welford Dr.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.

Worship 10:15 A.M.

Evening 6:00 PM.

Wednesday 7:30 PM.
Keith Greer

Evangelist: Nick Krumrei
(218) 728-3233

(601) 483-3101

(573) 888-6778

(702) 648-4827

Evangelist: Daniel Bailey
(716) 870-3259

(616) 975-2778 dg1969@bellsouth.net (816) 453-6157 (937) 426-1422
DULUTH, MN BUFFALO, NY CINCINNATI, OH
Church of Christ MERIDIAN, MS . JeENNER M.O FAS VEGAS, NV . Greater Buffalo Church of Christ Blue Ash
7th St. Church of Christ Church of Christ Vegas Dr. Church of Christ S
4401 Glennwood St. . . 3578 Walden Ave Church of Christ
q 2914 7th St. 703 Harrison St. 3816 Vegas Drive E
Bible Study 9:00 A.M. B . B Lancaster, NY 14086 Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
X Bible Study 9:00 A.M. Bible Study 10:00 A.M. Bible Study 9:00 A.M. q .
Worship 10:00 A.M. ; . ; Bible Study 10:00 A.M. Worship 10:45 A M.
A Worship 10:00 A.M. Worship 11:00 A.M. Worship 10:00 A.M. i .
Bible Study 5:30 PM. ; . ; Worship 11:15 A M. Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesda 7:00 PM Evening 5:00 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. Tuesda 7:00 PM Wednesd 7:00 PM
Y i Wednesday 6:30 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM. uescay e ecnescay 9 AL

Evang:elist: Russell Dunaway, Jr.

891-3174

Shop online at
truthbooks.net

SOUTHAVEN, MS
(Memphis area)
Church of Christ

2110 E State Line Rd. (Exit I-55)

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Landon Hope

(662) 342-1132 - Church Building

LILBOURN, MO
P.O. Box 270

211 Benton St.
Bible Study 9:45 A M.
‘Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 5:30 PM.
‘Wednesday 7:30 PM.
Evangelist: Shane Williams
(573) 688-2234 or 748-5204

RENO, NV
Central Church of Christ
2450 Wrondel Way, Ste. A

CARY, NC
Walnut St. Church of Christ
(Raleigh) 217 Walnut St.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.

Worship 10:30 A.M.

Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: Rick Billingsly
(919) 467-0012 (919) 372-1497

CLEVELAND, OH
Lorain Ave. Church of Christ
13501 Lorain Ave.

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

(216) 476-0660, 651-1689 or
(330) 725-3960, 723-0111

ROCHESTER, MN
Church of Christ
2002 Second St., SW
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
‘Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
‘Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Russ Jones
(507) 254-3929

BLUE SPRINGS, MO
Southside Church of Christ

4000 SW Christiansen
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: Jim Bailey
(816) 228-9262

RAYMORE, MO
Raymore Church of Christ
107 N. Woodson St.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
‘Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
‘Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Ryan Boyer
(816) 322-0042

www.raymorechurchofchrist.org

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.
(775) 786-2888
SPARKS, NV
Sierra Nevada Church of Christ
2425 Pyramid Way
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Monday 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: Ross Triplett, Sr.
(775) 972-4911
retriplett@tripletweb.com

CHARLOTTE, NC
Harris Blvd. Church of Christ
5424 EW.T. Harris Blvd.

‘Worship 8:30 A.M.
Bible Study 9:30A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelists: Various members of
local congregations
Don Moeller (704) 532-9242

COLUMBUS, OH
Laurel Canyon
Church of Christ
409 McNaughton Rd.

Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.
(614)868-1375 www.lccoc.net

ST. CHARLES, MN
Church of Christ

636 Whitewater Ave.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Bible Study 2:45PM.
Evangelist: Robert Lehnertz
(507) 534-2905 or 932-3521

CAPE GIRARDEAU, MO

North Cape Church of Christ

121 S. Broadview St. Suite 2
Cape Girardeau, MO 63703

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Jerry Lee Westbrook

(573)334-9673

RAYTOWN, MO

Sterling Ave. Church of Christ

5825 Sterling Ave.
(Near Sports Complex)

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
‘Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
‘Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: Norman E. Fultz

(816) 358-3096 or 792-2040

wwwisterlingavechurchofchrist.org

PISCATAWAY, NJ

258 Highland Ave.
Bible Study 9:15 A M.
Bible Classes ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: Gary P. Eubanks
(732) 463-1323

CHARLOTTE, NC
Charlotte Church of Christ
5327 S. Tyron St.

‘Worship 9:00 A.M.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
‘Worship 11:00 A.M.
‘Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: Wendell Powell
(704) 525-5655 or 522-9971

DAYTON, OH
West Carrollton
28 W. Main Street

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:25 A.M.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Michael Grushon
(937) 866-5162 or 434-3090
E-mail: www.wc-coc.org

BOONEVILLE, MS
Oakleigh Dr. Church of Christ
101 Oakleigh Dr.

Bible Study 9:45 A M.
‘Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 4:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Building;: (662) 728-1942

COLUMBIA, MO
Eastside Church of Christ
5051 Ponderosa
Columbia, MO 65201

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

445-5497 or 636-0224

Subscribe
Today!
Truth Magazine
1-800-428-0121

VAUXHALL, NJ
Church of Christ
Milbourn Mall Suite 6
2933 Vauxhall Rd.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.
Evangelist: Harry A. Persaud
(908) 964-8570

DALLAS, NC
Deepwood Forest Church of Christ
2002 Lineburger Rd., Hwy. 275
(Between Dallas & Stanley)

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
‘Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Louis Woollums
(704) 922-8985

FRANKLIN, OH
Church of Christ
6417 Franklin/Lebanon Rd.
State Route 123

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Eston Vandever

(937) 746-1249 or (513) 422-2466
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FREMONT, OH
Church of Christ
3361 W. State St.
1 mi. W. of Fremont on U.S. Rt. 20

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

(419) 849-3340 or 849-3686
www.amplex.net/churchofchrist

NORTHWOOD, OH
(Toledo Area)
Church of Christ
4110 Frey Rd.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
‘Wednesday 7:00 PM.
Evangelist: Donald Jarabek
893-3566 or 691-0688

PHILADELPHIA, PA
Church of Christ

7222 Germantown Ave.
Bible Study 10:15 A.M.
‘Worship 11:15 A.M.
Tues. night 8:00 PM.
Evangelist: James H. Baker, Jr.

(215) 248-2026

www.mtairychurchofchrist.org

COLUMBIA, TN
Jackson Hts. Church of Christ
1200 Nashville Hwy.,
Hwy. 31N
Bible Study 9:15 A.M.
Worship 10:15 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Mid-week 7:00 PM.
Evangelist: Andrew Roberts
(931) 388-6811

MARYVILLE, TN
Smokey Mt. Church of Christ
2206 Montvale Rd.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:30 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Harold Tabor (865) 977-4230
Lon Spurgeon (865) 380-5594
http://tinyurl.com/smchurch

ROCKWOOD, TN
Church of Christ
Highway 70 East

5080 Roane State Hwy.

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Cecil Belcher
(865) 717-3654

COLUMBIA, TN

Evangelist: James Bond
526-2868 or 526-4739

Evangelist: John M. Duvall
(405) 340-3189 or 513-6691
www.seminolepointecofc.org

Evangelist: Wayne Seaton
(803) 776-0754 or 234-5300
http://lowerrichlandchurch.org

(423) 285-7005 or 334-4606
www.rheachurchofchrist.com

HAMILTON, OH X N . MEMPHIS, TN SAVANNAH, TN
Westview Church of Christ UHRICHSVILLE, OH Mooresville Pike Ch,urCh, of Christ Rocky Pt. Road Church of Christ |  Savannah Heights Church of
Church of Christ To make Changes 417 Mooresville Pike N .
1040 Azel Ave. . . 516 E. Rocky Point Rd., Cordova Christ
: 638 Parrish Street (.8 mi. N. of Hwy. 50/Jas. Campbell) . X
Bible Study 9:00 A.M. . to vour ad. X Bible Study 9:00 A.M. 230 Harrison St.
. Bible Study 9:45 AM. Yy > Bible Study 9:30 AM. ) ]
‘Worship 9:45 A.M. Worshi 1030 AM Worshi 10:30 A M ‘Worship 10:00 A.M. Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Evening 6:30 PM. oo v contact us at Orstip o9 AV Evening 6:00 PM. Worship 10:30 AM.
¥ vening 6:30 PM. Evening 5:00 PM. y . i
Wednesday 7:00 PM. Mid-week 6:30 PM Wednesd 7:00 PM Wednesday 7:00P.M. Evening 5:00 PM.
Evangelist: David A. Stansberry U BV andyalex@bellsouth.net (931;3;;55 832};- 381-7898: 380-1226 Contact: Mitch Stevens Wednesday 7:00 PM.
(513) 868-9988 moore)svillepikec)oc com (901) 372-5580 or 758-4006 Evangelist: Jonathan Ellis
BEAUFORT, SC DAYTON, TN MURFREESBORO, TN SHELBYVILLE, TN
HILLIARD, OH WAVERLY, OH Church of Christ Main Street Ch i h of Christ Cason Lane Church of Christ El Bethel Church of Christ
Church of Christ 207 Mullins St. 2107 King St., PO. Box 4 o Mot s e 1110 Cason Lane 1801 Hwy. 41-A North
4840 Cemetery Rd. Church of Christ Bible Study 10:00 A.M. Bible Stud 10'(')0 AM Blble}??udy 9300 AM. Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Bible Study 9:30 AM. Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M. Worship 11:00 A.M. Wordhin Y oG orshin G AL, Worship 9:50 A.M.
. . . orship 11:00 A.M. Evening 5:00 PM. .
Worship 10:30 A.M. Worship 11:00 A.M. Evening 6:30 PM. Eveni N Evening 5:30 PM.
i ’ ; . N vening 2:00 PM. ‘Wednesday 7:00 PM. :
Evening 6:00 PM. Evening 5:30 PM. Wednesday 7:30 PM. Wednesdat 7:00 PM (615) 896-0090 (Building) Wednesday 7:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM. Wednesday 7:30 PM. Parris Island, 8:00 A.M., Sunday Contact: 2’423) 618-'6250. Or' (615) 653-1828 (Wilson Adams) Evangelist: Donnie V. Rader
(614) 876-4089 (740) 947-7122 or 289-3401 Evangelist: Ronald Nelson ‘332-4604 (615) 895-3484 (Phil Cavender) | (931) 685-1113 or 931-607-9099
(843) 524-4400 or 524-4652 www.casonlanechurch.org dvrader@hughes.net
MANSEIELDOH |5, 010Gy i ower Rehland Churchof hrit DAYTON, TN MURFREESBORO, TN TULLAHOMA, TN
Eastside Church of Christ 16300 N. May Ave 3000 Trotter Rd. (Hopkins, SC) Rhea Church of Christ | Northfield Blvd. Church of Christ Church of Christ
326 Grace Street Bible Study };'30 M Bible Stud . 10_%0 A ’M 1367 Market Street, Suite 2 | 2091 Pitts Ln. at Northfield Blvd. 1625 W. Lincoln St.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M. Worshi Y 1030 A M. Worshi Y 11:00 L Bible Study 10:00 A.M. Bible Study 9:30 A M. Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:45 A.M. EvarstP P, P AN Worship 11:00 A.M. Worship 10:30 AM. Worship 10:00 A.M.
Eveni 6:00 PM vening 5:00 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. Eveni 2:00 PM Eveni 6:00 PM Eveni 5.00 PM
vemng N DAL Wednesda 7:00 PM Wednesda 7:00 PM vening . o vemng O DA vening . N f
Wednesday 6:30 PM. Y Nl Y et Wednesday 7:00 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelists: David Bunting
(615) 893-1200

Evangelist: Jim Mickells
(931) 455-0273 or 563-7312

MANSFIELD, OH
Southside Church of Christ
687 Mansfield-Lucas Road

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 6:00 PM.

Building: (419) 522-8982
Leon Bond: 525-3684
Glenn Bond: 522-1965

TULSA, OK
Woodland Hills Church of Christ
9119 E. 61 St.

Bible Study 9:30 AM.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Ross Oldenkamp
(918) 252-1220

NORTH CHARLESTON, SC
Ashley Heights Church of Christ
2605 S. Oakridge Cir.

Bible Study 9:30 AM.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

(843) 553-4970
www.ahcoc.info

FAIRVIEW, TN
New Hope Church of Christ
7500 Jingo Road

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
‘Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Shannon Shaffer
(615) 289-1721 or 799-0162
www.newhopecoc.com

MURFREESBORO, TN
South Ridge Church of Christ

488 Barfield-Crescent Rd. « PO 2257

(I-24, Exit 81, South 1.5 miles on
Hwy 231, turn right)

Bible Study 9:00 AM.
‘Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:30 PM.
‘Wednesday 7:00 PM.

(615) 425-6300

southridge.churchofchrist@yahoo.com

Shop online at
truthbooks.net|

MARIETTA/RENO, OH
Jct. St. Rt. 7 & County Rd. 20
Bible Study 9:30 AM.
‘Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:30 PM.
‘Wednesday 7:30 PM.

(740) 434-5310 (Eric Krieg) or
473-9028 (Steve Foutty)

MEDFORD, OR
Church of Christ
1850 Spring St.
(Roxy Ann Grange Hall)
Corner of Spring/Valley View

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
‘Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
Thursday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Dean Blackwell
(541) 773-2649

ORANGEBURG, SC

Southside Church of Christ
1502 Binnicker Bridge Rd.
(Grange Building - Hwy 70)
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.

Evangelist: Fred England

(803) 939-0672

www.southside-church.org

JACKSON, TN
Sunset View Church of Christ
3618 Hwy 70 East

(Exit 87 oft I-40, 7mi. @ Spring Creek)

Bible Study
Worship

9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Steve Wilkerson

(731) 987-2200 or 968-9851

NASHVILLE, TN
Bell Road Church of Christ
1608 Bell Road
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
‘Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Robert Davenport
(615) 833-4444 or 331-7377

ALLEN, TX
West Allen Church of Christ
1414 W. Exchange Blvd.
(2 miles w. of Hwy. 75)

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 9:50 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: Jerry King
(214) 504-0443 (972) 727-5355 (bldg)

NEW CARLISLE, OH
Church of Christ
235 Funston Ave.
(Near Wright—Patterson AFB)

Bible Study 9:30 AM.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Randy Blackaby
(937) 849-1643 or 845-8467 (bldg.)

SWEET HOME, OR
Church of Christ
3702 E. Long St.

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
‘Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:30 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Building: (541) 367-1599

SUMTER, SC
Woodland Church of Christ
3370 Broad St. Extension

Bible Study 9:30 AM.
‘Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:30 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: A.A. Granke, Jr.
(803) 499-6023

JOHNSON CITY, TN
Brookmead Church of Christ

2428 Lakeview Drive
Bible Study 9:30 A M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: Kevin Kay
423-282-6251 or 426-1836

NASHVILLE, TN
Hillview Church of Christ
7471 Charlotte Pike

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
‘Worship 10:00A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Jerry Sayre
(615) 797-1114

ALVARADO,TX
1-35 Church of Christ
(E. Service Rd. of I-35, N. of

Alvarado)
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

(817) 295-7277 or 790-7253

NEW LEBANON, OH
Church of Christ
1973 W. Main St.
Bible Study 9:30 A M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:30 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Marvin L. Eads
(937) 236-6521 or 546-8828

AVONDALE, PA
Avondale Church of Christ
1606 Glen Willow Rd.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

(610) 268-2088
Rex Cornwell (970) 667-3507
Randy Frame (610) 869-4146

TAYLORS, SC
(Greenville Area)
Taylors Church of Christ
400 E. Main St.

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:50 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
‘Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Luther Pratt
(864) 268-5224 or 877-2728
www.taylorschurchofchrist.com

KINGSTON SPRINGS, TN
Kingston Springs Church of Christ
350 North Main St.

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Dan King, Sr.
(615) 952-5720 or 662-7626

NASHVILLE, TN
Perry Heights Church of Christ
423 Donelson Pike
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 9:55A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Johnny Felker
(615) 883-3118

http://perryheights.faithweb.com

ALVIN, TX
Adoue St. Church of Christ
605 E. Adoue St.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: Mark Mayberry
(281) 331-4953 or (832) 837-9038

RN CL RO O WEST COLUMBIA, SC KNOXVILLE, TN O ANGELTON, TX
Church of Christ EXTON, PA . . .| King Branch Road Church of Christ . X
550 Washington St Exton Church of Christ Airport Church of Christ Chapman Hwy. Church of Christ 560 King Branch Road Kiber St. Church of Christ
Bible Stud: 9:30 A M 217 N. Whitford Rd. 4013 Edmund Hwy. (Hwy. 302) 7604 Chapman Hwy. Worship 10:00 A.M. P.O. Box 1162
Worshi Y ' vy . . PR Bible Study 10:00 A.M. Bible Study 10:00 A.M. Wednesday 7:00 PM. Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
orship 10:20 A.M. Bible Study 10:00 A.M. hi ¥ hi . it lable f d hi "
Evening 6:30 PM. Worship 11:00 AM. Worship 11:00 A.M. Worship 11:00 A.M. Facilities available for Sunday Worship 10:20 A.M.
Wt 7:00 PM. Evenin. 6:00 PM Evening 6:00 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. evening services upon request. Evening 5:30 PM.
Y S ening Pode Wednesday 7:00 PM. Wednesday 7:30 PM. Evangelist: Roger Williams Wednesday 7:00 PM.
Contact: Dave Wylie Wednesday 7:30 PM. . . . ) (865)430-5980 .
(513) 553-6414 363-8042 Evangelist: Michael McCleeary Evangelist: Tim Shepherd \ Evangelist: Zeke Flores
o (803) 735-6065 (865) 573-6638 www.KingBranchRoadChur- (979) 849-8376
www.nrchurchofchrist.com chOfChrist.org
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SAN ANGELO, TX COLONIAL HEIGHTS/
AUSTIN, TX ;)]?I;I{ASTX N f‘:{NSCF;ELE’ ?é(h - Green Meadow Church of Christ PETERSBURG, VA
Wonsley Dr. Church of Christ . opison orthside Ghureh of Ghrist | (Off Loop 306, sw part of the city) Appomatox church of Christ
Bible Study 9:30 A.M. 1820 Mansfield-Webb Road 3438 Green Meadow Dr.
507 E. Wonsley Dr. . B ; 117 Orange Avenue (Ft. Lee Area)
. Worship 10:30 A.M. Bible Study 9:30 A M. Bible Study 9:30 A M. R
Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Eveni 6:00 PM Worshi 020 AM Worshi 1030 AM. Bible Study 9:30 AM.
Worship 10:30 AM vemng Podisye orstip 10:20 A.M. orship 20 SV Worship 10:30 AM
Eveni 2'.00 P'M' ‘Wednesday 7:30 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. Eveni 5"30 P.M'
Ty et (361) 782-5506 or 782-2844 Wednesday 7:30 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM. Wodneey 730 PM.
ecnescay e Elders: S.A. Mercer & S. Wilson Evangelists:Tom Roberts Evangelist: Boyd Jennings eanescay o
Evangelist: Ron Lehde Evaneelist: Heath Rogers (817) 466-3160 (325) 224-2848 Evangelist: Lenny Chapman
geust 8 (325)944-8147 or (325)896-2038 | (804) 526-6464 or (804) 675-0216
BAYTOWN, TX HOUSTON, TX MCcKINNEY, TX SAN ANTONIO, TX
Church of Christ at Pruett & Lobit EL PASO, TX (Southwest) Central Church > £ Christ Pecan Valley Church of Christ NEWPORT NEWS, VA
701 North Pruett St. Eastridge Church of Christ Murphy Rd. Church of Christ ¢ 1;0 5 V\;lh?t (;\ s 268 Utopia (I-37 S.E. Harpersville Rd. Church of Christ
Bible Study 9:45 AM. 3277 Pendleton Road 2025 Murphy Rd., Missouri City Bible Stud e 9"3’%' AM Exit Pecan Valley) 315 Harpersville Rd.
‘Worship 10:40 A.M. Bible Study 9:30 A.M. ‘Worship 9:30 A.M. Worshi Y 10:30 A'M' Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:30 PM. Worship 10:30 A.M. Bible Study 10:45 A.M. Eveninp 5"00 P'M' ‘Worship 10:30 A.M. Worship 11:00 A.M.
‘Wednesday 7:00 PM. Evening 6:30 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. Wedn. gﬁ 7A-00P.MA Evening 6:00 PM. Wednesday 7:30 PM.
Evangelist: Jesse Flowers Wednesday 7:00 PM. Wednesday 7:30 PM. ednescay I Wednesday 7:30 PM.

(281) 422-5926; (281) 515-8939;

(713) 818-1321

(915) 855-1524

Evangelist: Gene Mabry
(281) 265-8071 or 261-5216

Evangelist: Jack Howard III
(214) 544-3035

Evangelist: Clyde W. Carter
(210) 337-6143

(757) 595-9564

Woodmont ChurchofChrst | g HOUSTONIX | MERpie /% SHERMAN, TX Condtosse Cruneh oG
TO make Changes 6417 Landview (at Altamesa) pring Woods durc o 1;]15 Westlake Church of Christ is ?10 £ 1h EEe (Courthouse Rd. at Double Creek Ct|
Worship 9:30 AM 9955 Neuens Rd. at Witte Rd. 427 Gross Rd., 75149 Church of Christ (2.2 miles S of Rt. 288)
to your ad, Bible Stud 11:00 AM. Bl Wiy DL Bible Study  9:00 A.M SN Tl Bible Study 9:30 AM.
Aft Y 5'.00 P.M' Worship 10:00 A.M. Worshi Y 10:00 A.M' Bible Study 9:30 A M. Worship 10:30 A.M.
contact us at ernoon o Evening 6:00 PM. orsiup e Worship 10:30 AM. Evening 6:00 M.
Wednesday 7:30 PM. dnesd ¥ Evening 5:00 PM. . ¥ Wednesday 7:30 PM.
dval bellsouth.net Evangelist: Jeff S. Smith ey DAL Wednesday 7:30 PM EyChine) OIS, E list: Gene T
andy: ex@Dbellsouth.ne gelist: - 2) :30 M. Wednesday 7:00 PM. vangelist: Gene Tope
(817) 292-4908 or 426-2242 B list (281) 794-0837 Evangelist: Ashley Sharkey B list: Tim Smel (804) 790-1629
woodmontchurch.org Vangells 3 (972) 285-1610 vangelist: Jim Smelser www.courthousechurchofchrist.com
BAYTOWN, TX MIDLAND, TX TEMPLE, TX
East Side Church of Christ FORT WORTH, TX HUNTINGTON? e Woodcrest Drive Church of Christ|  Leon Valley Church of Christ RICfHMOND’ VA ;
3107 N. Highway 146 West Side Church of Christ (Cliuredn off Clii: 1401 Woodcrest Drive 4404 Twin City Blvd Forest Hill Church of Christ
BibleStudy | 930 AM. | 6110 White Settlement Rd. 76114 RO, Box 858 Bible Stud 930 AM. | Bible Stud 9:30 AM 1208 W. 4lst St
e Y e AL Bible Stud 030 AM One block north of U.S. 69 Wordhi Y 10030 A M. T Y ERAR: Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM. Worship | 1030 A M. LeHille iy EEDANE Evening 6:00 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. Worship 11:00 A.M.
Wednesda 7:00 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. Wil HCHIS AL, Wednefday 7:30 BM. Wednegday 7:30 PM. Evening 6:30 PM.
Evan, eli};t' Kris El;lersx.)n : Wednesda 7:30 P.M' LT GAPLAE Evangelist: Dann I'-Ioop;er' Evangelist: Wa.rr-en ng Wednesday 7:30 PM.
e st Y o Wednesday 7:00 PM. N Y ~ Evangelist: Jack Bise, Jr.
(281) 427-8729; 837-9259 (817) 738-7269 (936) 422-4640 (432) 689-0955 (254) 939-0682 or 228-5038 (804) 233-5959
422-8800; 573-1940 (432) 694-3482 www.biblemoments.org
BEAUMONT, TX IRVING, TX
hossikon T (et @R st Cmh o G NACOGDOCHES, TX TEMPLE,TX RICHMOND, VA
3060 Dowlen Road FRISCO, TX 2320 Imperial Dr. Stallings Dr. Church of Christ Southside Church of Christ West End
Bible Stud: 9:30 AM (North Dallas-Plano) (closest to D/FW Airport) 3831 N.E. Stallings Dr. 2003 S. 5th 4909 Patterson Ave.
Worshi Y 10:30 A M. 4220 Preston Rd. (Holiday Inn) Bible Study 9:00 A.M. Bible Study 9:30 AM. Bible Study 10:00 A.M. Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Eveninp 6.-00 P.M' Call for times of services. ‘Worship 9:50 A.M. Worship 10:20 A.M. ‘Worship 11:00 A.M. Worship 11:00 A.M.
Wednefda 7:00 P.M- Glenn Henderson (972) 378-3621 | Evening 6:00 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. Evening 5:30 PM.
Evan eh’s'ts, Max Dawson. Rex Payne (972) 740-1486 Wednesday 7:30 PM. Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Wednesday 7:30 PM. Wednesday 7:30 PM.
8§Davi;d Bannin, Al Payne (972) 712-9274 Eva.ngg?;t: ;‘ggrglggbens Evangelists: Randy Harshbarger & Evangelist: Stacy Crim
s = (]ust)Chris-tians om Jay Taylor (254) 773-0931 (804) 358-7933
LANCASTER, TX WACO, TX
CCL}f‘LXflf efbgl);l’rstx Old G(r;:}:ltuer;lljlﬁY’C{frch of Dallas Avenue Church of Christ Crescent(l:gf(scsl‘:;rrlfof Christ S Vet Clinrela off Clavis g{]ﬂﬁiﬁ%{lxg
310 E. Houston Christ @01 I, DTk £ 1415 Royalty SDIE, VT 2970 Old Leaksville Rd
. : Bible Stud 9:30 A.M. . (In Hewitt, a suburb of Waco) . .
Bible Study 9:00 A.M. 4313 Old Granbury Rd. Y Bible Study 9:30 AM. p Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M. Bible Study  9:30AM. | Worship LOSEEEMERE v ohip 1030 AM, | DoleStudy o 930AM. 11:00 AM.
Evening 5:00 PM. Worship 10:30 A.M. LIy SOOI, Evening 6:00 P.M. W()l‘S-hlp NOEID AL, Evening 6:30 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. 9‘7'\2’&12357“}?1 Sor (8 17702;1\/;77 o Wednesday 7:00 PM. S\‘;::llrlll;f da ;gg ll:ﬁ Wednesday 7:00 PM.
Evangelist: Robert Davis Wednesday 7:00 PM. (972) 227 or (817) 371 Evangelist: Dale Garrison Y il Evangelist: Ken Sils

(281) 592-5676

(817) 573-6878

Iklice@sbcglobal.net

www.dallasavenuechurchofchrist.org

(432) 366-5071 or 413-7759

Evangelist: Marc Smith
(254) 666-1020 or 420-1484

(276) 956-1150 or 956-6049

PLANO, TX THE WOODLANDS, TX ROANOKE, VA
CLUTE, TX LANCASTER, TX (North Dallas Suburb) ‘Woodlands Church of Christ Blue Ridge Church of Christ
Church of Christ Pleasant Run Church of Christ Spring Creek Church of Christ P.O. Box 7664-77380 929 Indiana Ave. N.E.
343 S. Main . 831 W. Pleasant Run Rd. 2100 W. Spring Creek Pkwy. 3987 Wellman Road 5 min. from Roanoke Convention
Bible Study 9:30 AM. ShOP online at | g, Study 9:30 A.M. Bible Study 9:00 AM. Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Center
Worship 10:20 A.M. hb ks Worship 10:20 A.M. Worship 10:00 A.M. Worship 10:15 A.M. 1st Lesson 9:15 AM.
Evening saopm. | truthbooks.net | gning 6:00 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Wednesday 7:00 PM. ‘Wednesday 7:30 PM. Wednesday 7:30 PM. ‘Wednesday 7:30 PM. Worship 11:00 A.M.
(979) 265-5283 or 265-2933 (972) 227-1758 or 227-2598 (972) 517-5582 or 231-3748 (281) 367-2099 Wednesday 7:30 PM.
www.planochurch.org www.simplychristians.net (540) 344-2755
CORPUS CHRISTI, TX HOUSTON, TX LUBBOCK, TX RED OAK, TX CHESAPEAKE, VA STAFFORD, VA
Hwy. 9 church of Christ Fry Rd. Church of Christ Indiana Ave. Church of Christ Methodist Street Church of Christf  Tidewater Church of Christ Stafford Church i £ Christ
Worship 10:00 am 2510 Fry Road (77084) 6111 Indiana Ave. 211 Methodist St. 217 Taxus St. 67 }’e'ﬁerso‘;rgaf’m o
Bible Study 11:00 am Bible Study 9:30 AM. Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Bible Study 9:30 AM. Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M. Bible Stad 1000 A o1
Worship 12:00 noon Worship 10:20 A.M. ‘Worship 10:30 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M. Worship 11:00 A.M. Worshi Y 11:00 A‘M'
‘Wednesday 7:30 Evening 6:00 PM. Evening 5:00 PM. Evening 5:00 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. Wedn I‘Jd 7 30 P.Ml
Call for location: Wednesday 7:30 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM. ; f: lia)t’~ Mark McNabb
Gary Madden (361)289-1439 Michael McLemore Evangelist: Brett Hogland (972) 576-3119 or 363-7672 Evangelist: Steve Schlos v ?5:0') 89a L1 21(:5 b
or Patrick Frazier (361) 225-4792 (713) 686-0788 (806) 795-3377 or 928-9262 Iklice@sbcglobal.net (757) 436-6900
LUFKIN, TX ROSENBERG, TX CHESTER, VA
IDICKINSON; TX HOUSTON’ X . Timberland Dr. Church of Christ Church of Christ Chester Chu}'ch of Christ VIRGINIA BEACH, VA
Church of Christ Bellaire Church of Christ " 12100 Winfree St. ; ;
. 912 S. Timberland Dr. 908 Frost St. ¢ Southside Church of Christ
2919 FM 517 Rd. E. 8001 South Rice Ave. Bible Stud 9:00 A.M Bible Stud 9:00 A.M (Central to Richmond, Hopewell, 5652 Haden Rd.
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M. Worship 9:30 A M. ey 0 AN ey o ang | Petersburg, & Colonial Heights) :
Worshi 10550 A.M Bible Stud 10445 A.M Wi oL Worship 10:00 A.M. Bible Study ~ 9:30 AM.
P 00 DIV Sy 00 DM Evening 6:00 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. Worship 10:30 A.M. Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. 3 ; F ¥
Wednesday 7:00 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM. Evening 5:30 PM.
Weailnsileyy DAL, Wednesday 7:30 PM. Evangelists: Harold Hancock Evangelist: Jason Trick Wednesday 7:30 PM. Robert Mallard
Wednesday 7:30 PM. www.bellairechurchofchrist.org - : Church Building: (804) 796-2374

(281) 534-4870

(713) 668-4810

James W. Adams
634-7110 or 632-7070

Bldg: (281) 232-4425
Cell: (832) 228-8973

Also: (804) 497-3638 or
(804) 271-0877

(757) 464-4574
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCHES

VIRGINIA

THROUGH

OV.ERSEA'S

Evangelist: Joe Price
(360) 752-2692 or 380-2960

www.bibleanswer.com/mtbaker

(304) 622-5433

CHARLESTON, WV
MIRGILPECH VAl Church of Christ RAVENSWOOD, WV
Virginia Beach Church of Christ g’
Pembrook Manor Recreation 873 Oakwood Rd. Church of Christ
Buildi Bible Study 10:00 A.M. 1101 Gallatin St.
EE d“S 1‘gle 8 Worship 10:50 A.M. Bible Study 9:30 AM.
. : Evening 6:00 PM. Worship 10:30 A.M.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M. ;

, Wednesday 7:30 PM. Evening 6:30 PM.
Worship 11:00 A.M. E list: han Chaffi Wednead 7330 PM.
Wednesday, 7:00 PM. vangelist: Jonathan Chaffin ‘ednesday :30 PM.

e (304) 989-7316 (304) 273-3267

(304) 342-5637
BELLINGHAM, WA
Mt. Baker Church of Christ CLARKSBURG, WV WELLSBURG, WV .
. ) Charles St. Church of Christ
1860 Mt. Baker Hwy. Westside Church of Christ
5 - 836 Charles Street
Bible Study 9:30 A M. Davisson Run Road .

B Bible Study 9:30 AM.
Worship 10:30 A.M. .

; . Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM. Sunday Morning ~ 9:30 A.M. - 6:30 DM
Wednesday 7:00 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM. Vel 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Jessie Daniels
(304) 527-4438 or 737-3124

SEQUIM, WA
Church of Christ
American Legion Hall

Corner of Sequim Ave. & Prairie St.

Bible Study
Worship
Evening
Wednesday

10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
6:00 PM.
7:00 PM.

Call for Wednesday meeting place

(360) 683-2152

FAIRMONT, WV
Eastside Church of Christ
1929 Morgantown Ave.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
‘Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Steve Wallace
(304363-8054
(304) 366-4523

MILWAUKEE, WI

Metropolitan Church of Christ

1029 S. 58th St.

West Allis
Bible Study 9:30 A M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: David Girardot
(414) 257-3035
Church: 258-8520

SUNNYSIDE, WA
Sunnyside Church of Christ
(sound)
1312 East Edison
Bible Study 2:00 PM.
Worship 3:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: Steven J. Wallace
(509) 837-2813

WWW.SI

CHARLESTON, WV

Church of Christ

522 Daugherty St.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:50 A.M.
Evening 5:30 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

(304) 346-2112 or
Kent Clark (304) 342-0237
mansuper1965@hotmail.com

idechurchofchrist.com

MORGANTOWN, WV
Glen Oaks Church of Christ
Greenbag Road
Bible Study 9:30 A M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
‘Wednesday 7:00 PM.
(304) 296-9793

RANCHESTER, WY
Church of Christ
Hwy. 14 West
Ranch Mart Mall
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
‘Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 6:30 PM.
Contact: Bob Reici
(307) 655-2563

MOUNDSVILLE, WV
Church of Christ
210 Cedar St.
Bible Study 9:30 A M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:30 PM.
Mid-week 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: Brian Price
(304) 845-2820, 845-4940

CANADA

Calgary, Alberta

Northside Church of Christ
803 - 20 A Ave. N.E.
Calgary, Alberta T2E IST

Sunday 10,11, 6
Wednesday 7:00 PM

(403) 276-8088

MOUNDSVILLE, WV
Roberts Ridge Church of Christ
Bible Study 9:45 AM.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:30 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Don Terrill: (304) 845-2344

[Mail to: Sam Wood (304) 845-2202,

406 Jefferson Ave.
Glen Dale, WV 26038

CANADA
Jordan, Ontario
Jordan Church of Christ

2861 Regional Road 81 (Highway #8)

Bible Study
Worship

10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.
Preacher - John Haines
(905) 562-4739

PARKERSBURG, WV

Marrtown Church of Christ
825 Marrtown Road
Bible Study 9:30 A M.
Worship 10:15 A.M.
Evening 7:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

(304) 861-0342 or 422-7458

1-800-428-0121

CANADA
Hamilton, Ontario
126 Ottawa St. N.
Mailing Address:

33 Highcliffe Ave. L9A 3L3
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Monday 7:00 PM.
Tuesday 7:00 PM.

Steve Rudd, Evangelist
905) 575-8437

TRUTH MAGAZINE ¢

Online
subscription to
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A CRISIS IN LEADERSHIP
June 21-24, 2010

8:00

9:00

10:00

10:00 -

11:00

11:00

2:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Leaders in the
Church: Peter
Steve Wolfgang

7:30 p.m.

Historical
Controversies Over

Women in Business
Meetings: Tom

The Authority of Elders: Do They Rule
Only By Example? Tom O’Neal

Leadership: Ron Roberts

Halbook

The Family The Other Qualifications As They Relate to the
Qualifications: Qualifications: Work: Randy Blackaby

Bobby Graham Bobby Schrimsher

The Work of Elders: | The Elders’ Abuse of the Elders’ Authority: Jerry

Sherrel Mercer

Relationship to
the Church: Jesse
Flowers

Blount

Children’s Class:
Arranged by Donna
Halbrook

Children’s Class

Children’s Class

Training Men to
Serve: Gary Watt

The Terms Used to
Describe Elders:
Mike Vierheller

The Work of Deacons: Terrell Bunting

Qualifications of
Elders/Deacons’
Wives: Sherelyn

Women'’s Role in
the Church: Kate
Mitchell

Great Women | Have Known: Bobby
Adams

Mayberry

Open Forum Open Forum

Leaders in the Leaders in the Church: Barnabas
Church: Paul Steve Niemeier

Bruce Key




