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WholAreSutiering

who was complaining about his situation in life.

Maybe he had been diagnosed with a terminal ill-
ness, was going through the trauma of a failed marriage,
was the victim of a senseless crime, or some other malady.
Sometimes those who go through such tragedies make
some seemingly senseless statements:

F rom time to time, each of us has visited someone

“I wish I were dead.”

“I had rather be dead than go through this.”
“Why has God done this to me?”

“I see no purpose in continuing to live.”

On occasions such as this, one may be tempted to
chastise the sufferer for his “blasphemous” words. Before
you do, consider the words of another man who was facing
some of life’s tragedies—Job. He is described by the Lord
as “blameless and upright, and one who feared God and
shunned evil” (Job 1:1). Even James said about him, “In-
deed we count them blessed who endure. You have heard
of the perseverance of Job and seen the end intended by
the Lord—that the Lord is very compassionate and merci-
ful” (James 5:11). Having no question about the strength
of Job’s faith or perseverance, now listen to his words, as
quoted from the English Standard Version:

Let the day perish on which I was born,
and the night that said,
“A man is conceived.”
Let that day be darkness!
May God above not seek it,
nor light shine upon it (3:3-4).

I loathe my life; I would not live forever (6:16).

I loathe my life.

It is all one, therefore I say,
He (God) destroys both the blameless and the
wicked (9:21-22).

Asking to meet God in court to argue his case, Job said,
Behold, I have prepared my case;

I know that I shall be in the right (13:18).
Why do you (God) hide your face

and count me as your enemy?
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Will you frighten a driven leaf

and pursue dry chaff?
For you write bitter things against me

and make me inherit the iniquities of my youth.
You put my feet in the stocks

and watch all my paths;

you set a limit for the soles of my feet (13:24-28).

The harsh words spoken in the first set of quotations are
not worse than those spoken by Job. So what can we learn
from the case of Job?

1. Suffering men say things they ought not to say.
In the end of the book of Job, God confronts Job for his
harsh words. God meets Job as an antagonist in court say-

ing,
Shall a faultfinder contend with the Almighty?
He who argues with God, let him answer it (40:2).

Dress for action like a man;

I will question you, and you make it known to me.
Will you even put me in the wrong?

Will you condemn me that you may be in the right?
Have you an arm like God,

and can you thunder with a voice like his? (40:7-9).

Job confessed his sin saying,

I know that you can do all things,
and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted.
Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?

Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand,
things too wonderful for me, which I did not know.

“Hear, and I will speak;
I will question you, and make you make it know to
me.”

I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear,
but now my eye sees you;

therefore I despise myself,

and repent in dust and ashes (42:2-6).

CONTINUED ON PAGE 32
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[fookingiorlloopholes

uman law is fallible. Many a known criminal has
Hbeen set free through some legal technicality,

some “loophole” in the law. Divine law is perfect.
“The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul: the
testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple.
The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart: the
commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes.
The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever: the judg-
ments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. More
to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold:
sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. Moreover by
them is thy servant warned: and in keeping of them there is
great reward” (Psa. 19:7-11).

The gospel is called “the law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:2).We are told that, “if a man strive
for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive law-
fully” (2 Tim. 2:5). Concerning the new covenant, God
said, “I will put my laws into their mind, and write them
in their hearts” (Heb. 8:10). James said the blessed man is
the one who “looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and
continueth therein” (Jas. 1:25). John wrote that “sin is the
transgression of the law” (1 John 3:4).

In spite of the whinings periodically of those who are
about to make shipwreck of the faith, and who, as sectar-
ians often do, have lashed out against “legalism,” the fact
remains that God does have a law. It is as perfect as the
lawgiver. Disregard for that law shows disrespect for the
author of it. When Jesus sent the disciples out on the lim-
ited commission, He said, “He that receiveth you receiveth
me, and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me”
(Matt. 10:40).

We are the blessed recipients of divine revelation. That
revelation is the “gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24).
It is an objective standard by which all shall be judged in
the last day (John 12:48). It is calculated to make the man
of God “perfect, completely furnished unto every good
work” (2 Tim. 3:16-17). The revelation of this system of
truth was not inspired by human merit but by divine grace.
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But divine favor is conditionally received. It is possible
to frustrate the grace of God (Gal 2:21) and for those who
have come into divine favor to fall from grace (Gal. 5:4).

God requires obedience to His law. Jesus said, “Not
every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter the
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my
Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 7:21). In answer to the
question of the Jews on Pentecost, “Men and brethren,
what shall we do?” Peter said to them, “Repent and be
baptized every one of you” (Acts 2:37-38). The Son of
God learned obedience and “became the author of eternal
salvation unto all them that obey him” (Heb. 5:8-9). The
divine promise is that, at the second coming of Christ, He
will “take vengeance on them that know not God, and that
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Thess.
1:8). It is not our right to sit in judgment on God and de-
termine what is just or loving. He is the potter and we are
the clay. “But we are sure that the judgment of God is ac-
cording to truth against them which commit such things”
(Rom. 2:2).

PARDON FOR THE ALIEN SINNER

God’s plan of redemption, made possible by the blood
of Christ, calls for the alien sinner (one who is not in the
family of God) to believe the gospel, repent of his sins, and
to be baptized for the remission of those sins (Mark 16:16;
Acts 2:38). These were the conditions of the Great Commis-
sion to be preached in all the world until the end of time.

But this does not suit modern religionists. They must
somehow find a “loophole” in the law of the Lord. So,
they set forth hypothetical cases designed to arouse human
sympathy and ending in a blatant denial of what the will
of God plainly says. They wonder about the man who
believes in Christ, has repented of his sins, and, while on
the way to be baptized, has the misfortune of being killed
by a limb falling on him. Or, there is the young man in his
foxhole in war who is wounded and calls on the Lord to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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Looking for Loopholes

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4)

save him when there is no chance for him to be baptized.
Or, we hear of coal miners trapped by a cave-in. All of
these cases are supposed to prove that “He that believeth
and is not baptized, shall be saved.” But that is not what
the Lord said. Those who bring up such cases want gospel
preachers to make a loophole in the law of the Lord and
preach pardon where none was divinely offered. But, is
there not a chance that God will show clemency? If so, He
has not revealed it in His word and we are not at liberty to
speak for God. Faithful servants of the Lord do not preach
loopholes. They tell the sinner what the Bible says and call
on him to practice that. It is on this basis that God offers
His grace.

PARDON FOR THE ERRING
CHILD OF GOD

God has a second law of pardon for erring children in
His family. When Simon, who believed and had been bap-
tized, tried to buy the power of the Holy Spirit with money,
he was rebuked for his sin and told to “repent therefore of
this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought
of thine heart may be fogiven thee” (Acts 8:22). In 1 John
1:9 we are told, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.” As God’s children, we stand continu-
ally in need of the cleansing power of the blood of Christ.
John said that is granted on the condition of confessing our
sins. Now that is what the word of God says. We have had
some to argue about “sins of ignorance” or those for which
no repentance is expressed. They have fallen back on the
Calvinistic doctrine of the imputed perfect righteousness
of Christ. The fact is that God does not impute sin to the
one who is forgiven. If God forgives His children on any
other terms than repentance, confession and prayer, then
we would like to know where the perfect law of the Lord
says that. The truth of the matter is that those who advo-
cated this were not as much concerned about “perfection-
ism” as they were about finding a loophole big enough to
drag in instrumental music, premillennialism, institutional-
ism, and you name it. Loopholes have a way of enlarging
themselves. The old saw that says “nobody is perfect” is
supposed to be elastic enough to include every digressive
practice and speculative movement that those who chafe
under divine law can invent.

1-800-428-0121
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I am willing to affirm that it violates the law of the Lord
for a Christian to socially drink intoxicants (1 Pet. 4:3-4).
Now, we have worldly church members (and some preach-
ers) who see nothing wrong with a Christian drinking wine
or beer. They want preachers to find a loophole. Not me.

“Oh yes, | am against fornication, but if a couple is really
in love and intends to marry anyhow, then what is wrong
with sex before marriage?”” There again, the rationaliza-
tion seeks a loophole in the law which plainly says “Flee
fornication” and which says such conduct will keep one out
of heaven (1 Cor. 6:18-20; Gal 5:19-21).

“Yes, I know the Bible says, ‘Whosoever shall put away
his wife, except it be for fornication, and marrieth another,
commits adultery, and whosoever marrieth her that is put
away committeth adultery’ (Matt. 19:9), but what if all that
happened before they became Christians and were alien
sinners? Or what if they divorced for some other reason?
Should we be so restrictive?”” I’ll guarantee you that, if you
look long enough, you will find a loophole expert who will
make you feel good about circumventing the law of the
Lord and who will comfort you, in an adulterous relation-
ship. But, remember, “the law of the Lord is perfect.”

“Of course, | am against immodesty, but what is wrong
with a decent mini-skirt, or respectable shorts which expose
the thigh?” Or, strapless, backless, plunging neckline wed-
ding dresses? “You know it is so hard to find anything else
these days.” Then don’t use the word “decent” or the word
“respectable” in referring to such exposure. 1 Timothy
2:6-10 is still there and what it says is not all that hard to
understand, unless you are looking for a loophole.

“Oh Lord, I know that the way of man is not in himself,
it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps” (Jer. 10:23).
Proper respect for divine wisdom manifests itself in humble
submission to the will of the Lord. His commandments are
not grievous. May the Lord help us to preach and practice
what His law says and stop looking for loopholes.

P.O. Box 91346, Louisville, KY 40291
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CHRIS REEVES

Psalms Thru
Song of Solomon.
Tremper Longman,
Editor. Barbour
Publishing, 2010.
203 pages, softback.
g ISBN: 978-1-59789-

771-6  $9.99

psalms THRU
song of solomon

DR, TREMPER LONGMAN

Barbour Publishing has been
working on printing a “simplified Bi-
ble commentary series” for the past
few years that covers the entire Bible
in 12 volumes. Psalms Thru Song of
Solomon is their most recent edition
to this series. This set of commentar-
ies is called Quick Notes because it
is designed to give the Bible student
a brief introduction and overview of
each book of the Bible. Each book
is treated with introductory mate-
rial (author, purpose, occasion, etc.),
outlines, and chapter summaries.

A “Setting Up the Section” gives a
summary of each passage of Scrip-
ture. The “Critical Observation and
Demystifying” sections offer specific
insights and explanations of diffi-
cult passages. The “Take It Home”
section offers questions and tips for
practical application of the Bible.
Barbour’s Quick Notes series is not
meant to be an in-depth or critical
study of the Bible, but it does meet
its goal by giving the student a good
grasp of the basic Bible message.
While this series is promoted as
“academically sound,” each reader
will want to exercise caution when
reading as one should do with any
Bible commentary written by men.
Traces of theistic evolution (Gen-
esis 1), Calvinism (Romans 5), and
premillennialism (Revelation 20) can
be seen in the comments of some of

the series authors. However, in most
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cases, the authors simply offer the
different theological and historical
views on a passage and let the reader
decide for himself. The Quick Notes
series is recommended for the Bible
student who wants an introductory
and practical understanding of God’s
word. This series would work well
for personal Bible study, Bible class
preparation, and small group Bible
study. Volume 6 (Isaiah through Eze-
kiel) and Volume 7 (Daniel through
Malachi) are forthcoming.

E Religions of the
4 Stars: What Hol-
B lywood Believes and
* How It Affects You.
Richard Abanes.
Bethany House,
2009. 223 pages,
softback. ISBN: 978-
$13.99

0-7642-0648-1

Why is Scientology such a con-
troversial religion? What does the
Kabbalah teach? What religions are
embraced by Tom Cruise, Madonna,
Oprah Winfrey, Donny and Marie
Osmond? How does Christianity
line up with the popular religions of
Hollywood? Inside Religions of the
Stars, you will find the answers to
these questions and more. Richard
Abanes, a former actor, blends his
knowledge of the entertainment in-
dustry and his expertise in the area of
world religions in this very informa-
tive book about Hollywood religions.
Abanes is very knowledgeable of
this topic, having written over twenty
books specializing in the area of
world religions, cults, the occult, and
pop culture. Using skillful research
and apologetic defense, Abanes does
a remarkable job of exposing the er-
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ror of what many celebrities espouse
as truth. New Age Spirituality (Oprah
Winfrey), Mormonism (Donny and
Marie Osmond), Buddhism (Orlando
Bloom and Kate Bosworth), Scien-
tology (Tom Cruise), Kabbalah (Ma-
donna), and Wicca/Paganism (Cybill
Shepherd and Olympia Dukakis) are
each covered in this book. Religion
of the Stars is an illuminating and
fascinating look at what celebrities
believe and how their beliefs nega-
tively affect the rest of our nation.

Studies in He-
brews. Robert R.
" Taylor, Jr. Quality
Publications, 2005.
268 pages, softback.
| ISBN: 978-0891-
375139 $13.99

For a number

of years, Quality Publications has
printed a “studies” series covering
individual books of the Bible. Stud-
ies in Hebrews by Robert R. Taylor,
Jr. is one of their newer editions

to this series. While the “studies”
series is meant to be an overview
of each book, the readers will often
find some detailed commentary that
is very helpful on each chapter and
verse of study. Some of “studies”
books like Hebrews are set up in a
class workbook format with ques-
tions and exercises for students.
The following books of the Bible
are covered in this series: Genesis,
Judges, Psalms, Jeremiah, Lamenta-
tions, Daniel, Jonah, Malachi, John,
Romans, Galatians, Colossians,
Hebrews, and Revelation. Studies in
Hebrews and each of the other “stud-
ies” books are well-recommended.

Chris Reeves * 4922 Ogg Rd. ¢ Cedar Hill, TN 37032
(615) 384-2410 * chrisreeves@juno.com
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QUESTION: When Matthew 27:44 speaks of the thieves reviling
Jesus, was Matthew using a synechdoche in referring to the two of them
when there was actually only one reviling Jesus (Luke 23:39-43)?

NSWER: Synechdoche (“to receive together”), a
Auseful tool for both ancient and modern writers,

involves the use of some part to refer to the whole,
or to the whole to indicate any of its parts. One instance of
such is the Bible’s reference to an entire day when a part is
meant. Common forms include the plural for the singular
and the singular for the plural (Gen. 21:7; Exod. 15:1; 1
John 1:9). For this reason, this question is not an unreason-
able one.

“Even the robbers who were crucified with Him reviled
Him with the same thing” (Matt. 27:44). The reader readily
understands the reference to be to those thieves cruci-

can understand the existence of two by their interplay with
each other and with Jesus. One of them continued his revil-
ing, while the other repented of his and even rebuked his
unrepentant fellow robber.

By the kind of study here indicated, any reader can study
the Bible and learn for himself what the will of the Lord is
(Eph. 5:17). In this particular passage, he can see that Mat-
thew’s use of “robbers” is literal, not figurative.

Bobby L. Graham

24978 Bubba Trail

Athens, AL 35613
bobbylgraham@bellsouth.net

fied along with the Lord of glory. The use of
any figure of speech, including synechdoche,
depends on contextual clues. Does our present
context hold any clue that Matthew here refers
to just one robber, or does he employ the term
literally?

The reader should read earlier and later
verses surrounding verse 44 to seek such clues.
He will then notice that verse 38 specifies “two
robbers, one on the right hand and one on the
left.” The flow of thought in the chapter forces
the conclusion that verse 44 refers to the same
“two robbers,” not to a single robber who was
indicated by the plural “robbers.”

A parallel reference to this same incident
occurs in Luke 23:39-43. Luke mentions more
details concerning the two, so that the reader

1-800-428-0121
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Fhe ChurchiintBangalore,

IndiasRleaserHelp!

bounds. Liberalism has been exposed for what it is

and multitudes are abandoning it and standing four-
square for the truth of the Gospel. The sponsoring church
arrangements with directors that control both preachers
and churches have been exposed and men such as Jacob
Chukka are losing their control. (For more information
see “Report on India 2007,” Joe R. Price, Truth Magazine,
May 2008, 18-19.) Literally hundreds and hundreds of
preachers have been converted from the grasp of institu-
tional liberalism.

The Lord’s work is growing in India by leaps and

Bangalore is a city of approximately six million souls
and there is only one conservative church there. Brother
Joshua Mahendranath and Yerramalla Balaswamy are the
preachers there working together to spread the pure un-
adulterated Gospel. Since 2004 several men have been go-
ing to India to train preachers converted out of liberalism
as well as denominations: Joe Price and Dan Torres from
the Mt. Baker church in Bellingham, Washington; Marc
Smith from the Sun Valley Blvd. church of Hewett/Waco,
Texas; Le Roy Klice from the church in Red Oak, Texas
and Bobby Holmes of the Northside church in Mansfield,
Texas. The city of Kurnool is where we decided to hold
classes each year. We flew into the city of Bangalore and
then traveled by SUVs to Kurnool for the two weeks
of classes. Then we returned to Bangalore where we
preached Gospel meetings for a week while having Bible
studies with any and all who would come (many did come
from around the country). In 2010 a number of factors led
us to change the classes to Bangalore, which is the hub of
transportation, commerce, and communication for central
south India.

Our great concern and plea for the church in Bangalore
is that they have no place to meet except in the house of
brother Balaswamy. During this last year’s preaching trip
we had sixty-five people in the available room which is
about 10 x 12 feet. In most worship services in India, the
people sit on the floor as they did on this occasion. If they
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had not, there would have been no room for more. As it
was, it was “flesh to flesh.” Brethren, this church’s meeting
accommodations are very cramped, at best, and will soon
be outgrown. We are asking individual Christians to con-
sider helping them with the funds needed to supply a long
term location for their assemblies. Much work and money
have gone into building up the Lord’s work in Bangalore
as well as many other parts of India, and we want to see it
continue to grow in the future as in the past.

Let us look back a few years to the church in Sturgis
Mississippi where they had their building taken from them
by the large liberal church in nearby Starkville. Brother
Ron Halbrook and Bobby Holmes wrote articles in Truth
Magazine telling of the plight of these struggling saints
and pleaded for saints who could to send whatever they
could to purchase land and buy material to build a build-
ing for them to meet for worship. We secured the services
of brother Thomas Keenom, who was an attorney, to do
all of the legal work regarding the deed to the property,
etc. Within some four months we had gathered some
$70,000.00. Brethren, this is what can be done when
individual Christians join our hands and hearts together
in the Lord’s work. God will give the increase (1 Cor.

3:6). We purchased the land needed and had the foundation
poured with plumbing in it. On an appointed day in August,
about thirty men assembled at the site from around the
country and, by Wednesday night, the building was com-
pleted enough that Bobby Holmes preached in it. By Friday
night it was 98% completed. Brethren, this same thing can
be done in far away India. Land can be purchased and the
Indian brethren can and will build the building. One thing
is needed: money.

The cost of land in Bangalore is extremely expensive
since it is one of the fastest growing cities in India. The
cost of land is expensive as wealthy investors buy up land
and build office complexes and apartment buildings. The

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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The Church in Bangalore, I

Please Help! (Continued from Page 8)

land needed to build a building will cost approximately
$26,000.00 and the same amount for building materials.
We estimate the total cost of land and building materials to
between $50,000 and $60,000. Brother Tom Roberts of the
Northside church in Mansfield Texas has agreed to serve
as an accountant for this fund and record every cent con-
tributed. Brother Ron Halbrook has been gathering funds
for brethren in the Philippines for church buildings and
other needs for years and has an IRS Tax Exemption sys-
tem under the name Help A Neighbor. Ron Halbrook has
agreed to accept all money sent into that fund so that each
person can receive a legal tax exemption for his donation.
Bobby Holmes has suggested that all monies be sent to
brother Tom Roberts’ address so he can enter the dona-
tions into the ledger he will keep for the project. Then, he
will send the funds on to brother Ron Halbrook. As we
gather about $5,000 at a time, he will send the funds to

the bank account set up in Bangalore India and the church
there can draw from these funds for the building. We al-
ready have a bit over $5,000, which is a good start.

Please just examine your heart and look at your spend-
ing. Most will see that we spend money on things we
really could do without. All the while these brethren in
India are struggling. We are reminded of the apostle Paul’s
comments concerning the saints in Macedonia concerning
their response to needy saints. While we are very aware
that he is referring to works of benevolence, the spirit of
their giving speaks volumes. They “FIRST gave them-
selves to the Lord” (2 Cor. 8:5). If hearts are first given
to God, our possessions and all else we have will be used
for good (1 Tim. 6:17-19). Would you be willing to com-
mit some of your funds to helping these good brethren in
Bangalore reach their goal of providing a permanent meet-
ing house? Whatever you can send will be appreciated. It
will all add up, and soon the funds needed will be gathered
and these Christians can and will have a place of their own
in which to worship.

Please consider this great need and help as you are
able. If you have any questions concerning any aspect of
this project, please contact us and we will gladly give you
answers. Each of us has given years to the Lord’s work in
India and are very familiar with all aspects of it.

1-800-428-0121
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As a side note and recent update of information: An at-
torney was secured to be sure all of the details are in order,
including a thorough search regarding the deed to the prop-
erty. It has now been done and the deed is a clear deed.
$500 has been sent to take care of the attorney fees and
the filing required. One problem that has been encountered
is that, by law of the India government, no bank account
can be opened in the name of the church until they own
land. Thus, they must deal with purchasing the land and
then an account can be opened in the name of the
church with an account number so money can
be wired directly into the account. The pre-
sent owner of the land is requiring a 20%
deposit and they have the funds (barely)
to do this, but the greatest problem is
getting the balance together in the
time needed. We are hoping
that Joshua and Balas- &
wamy can work out g
an agreement to grant
at least six months
to have the balance put .
together. We have strongly
gested that they have an at-
up this agreement. Joshua has assured us that
the Bangalore church has com- mitted themselves
to supplying $5,000 US dollars for the land and building.
Brethren, this speaks volumes of their faith and dedica-
tion to the Lord’s work there. This is a huge sum for them.
Members will have to personally borrow in order to give to
the church for this work.

sug-
torney draw

In conclusion, based on what has already been donated
and committed, the church in Bangalore needs approxi-
mately $45,000 to purchase land and build a permanent
building. Thank you for carefully considering this need
and doing what you can to help. This is where things stand
at this writing and again brethren, this can be accom-
plished if we all “first give ourselves to the Lord.”

Bobby R. Holmes: Bholmes180@sbcglobal.net

Joe Price: joe@bibleanswet.com

Dan Torres: T19461964@aol.com

Le Roy Klice: info@methodiststreetchurchofchrist.com
Marc Smith: Texanach@hot.rr.com

Tom Roberts: 2005 Royal Club Court

Arlington, Texas 76017 * tmr1935@sbcglobal.net
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Abidingintthel)octrine

BUFORD TURNER

“Whosoever transgresseth and abideth not in the doc-
trine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doc-
trine of Christ hath both the Father and the son.”(2 John 9)

According to Webster s Dictionary, “abide” means “to
carry out, remain, reside, or commit.” “Trans-
gress” means “to break a law, sin against, or go
beyond.” “Doctrine” is defined as “taught princi-

Itis

It is necessary for people to understand that Christ’s doc-
trine also applies to the law of the land. If my car is parked
in a no parking zone, I have transgressed the law of God,
even if I do not receive a penalty. Christians must be the
best law-abiding citizens in society (Rom. 13:1-5).

One must never overlook the dangers
of the tongue in discerning the will of

ples.” The point to the quotation above by John necessary God. It is quite possible to transgress
was to directly address the heresies that invaded the doctrine of Christ with the tongue.
the Lord’s church during the first century. The ob- f or p eOp le to My ability to uphold God’s truth is hin-
jectives of this article are to identify ways in which understand dered when I decide to use my tongue

one can violate the doctrine of Christ and reveal
ways to correct such errors.

Just as people rejected Christ’s authority while
John was yet alive, there continues to be a strong
disregard for His authority today. Although only
congregational singing is to take place during
the worship services (Eph. 5:19), many brethren
struggle with that particular commandment. While
they readily condemn denominations for their use
of choirs and instrumental music, they quickly turn a blind
eye and a deaf ear toward congregations that take part in
solos and group singing.

There are many instances where church authority is
violated. We are specifically instructed by the Scriptures
on when, as well as how to give (1 Cor. 16:1-2). Amaz-
ingly there are churches of Christ that see no problem with
mid-week collections. The collection is to be observed in
the same manner as the Lord’s supper.

One must always consider the doctrine not only when it
specifically involves the Lord’s church, but in other areas
as well. Christ’s doctrine is transgressed when poor labor
is performed on any legal job (Col. 3:23). If an individual
overcharges a customer for rendered service, that person
has violated God’s law just as the one who commits forni-
cation (1 Cor. 6:18). Christians must be honest in all things
(Rom. 12:17).
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that Christ’s
doctrine als o stand that they will be judged for every
applies to
the law of
the land.
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to utter profane speech (Jas. 1:26). It is
important for all Christians to under-

word that comes from their mouth
(Matt. 12:36-37).

Sometimes people disobey God and
are unaware of it. What people often
overlook is that one’s thoughts can also
determine whether Christ’s teachings
are heeded or not. Even if a brother is present at every as-
sembly, he can still transgress God’s commandment by the
hatred that he holds toward his brother or sister (1 John 2:9;
3:15).

All people should realize that a transgression of God’s
law is not only determined by what one does, but by what
one fails to do as well. Sins of omission are equally seri-
ous as sins of commission. Even if one does not engage in
certain sins, that individual is guilty when no effort is made
to correct the errors of others. One should never hesitate to
expose sin whenever it is necessary (Eph. 5:11).

It should be understood that continually disregarding the
doctrine of God brings grave consequences (John 12:48).
It will be well advised for all of us to strongly consider the
following suggestions that are listed. Please remember that
abiding in the doctrine is not an impossible task.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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Abiding in the Doctrine

(Continued from Page 10)

Be diligently
informed of the doc-
trine. It is always wise
to follow the example
of the Berean Chris-
tians as we strive to
continue in the faith
(Acts 17:10-11). We
must search God’s
word constantly to
ensure that we never
sin.

Do not be over-
come with fear (2
Tim. 1:7). The one,
who obeys God bold-
ly, is likely to have
a godly influence on
others and is unlike-
ly to be overtaken by
Satan.

Show no partiality in any situ-
ation. It is most troubling to the Lord’s church when the
sins of some are exposed, while the sins of others are
ignored. Brethren must be prudent in the handling of spir-
itual matters. God’s pattern must never be ignored where
anyone is concerned (Rom. 2:11).

Never rationalize sin. One of the biggest mistakes that
is often made by many church members is to look at some
sins as being greater than others or use one’s humanity to
excuse sin. Such approaches impede one’s ability to see
the serious nature of sin. It will be wise for Christians to
regard all sins in the same manner (1 John 5:17).

Avoid unseemly situations. While Christians would not
necessarily commit a sin by engaging in certain activities,
they would do well to refrain from those activities when
their Christian influence is at risk. We should consider
Paul’s advice in that regard (1 Thess. 5:22).

1-800-428-0121
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Be a constant watchman. Individuals must always
be aware of their ability to sin. The flesh’s shortcomings
should always cause us to be mindful of the advice that
Jesus gave to His disciples (Matt. 26:41).

Hate iniquity. It is not enough to merely avoid sin, in
order to abide in the doctrine of Christ, one must even hate
the idea of sin. There comes a point when it is necessary to
withdraw from the workers of iniquity (Psa. 6:8).

Give God sole consideration. “Trust in the Lord with
all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.
In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy
paths” (Prov. 3:5-6). When God is considered in all things,
the chances of sinning will dwindle.

Let us constantly strive to continue in Christ’s teach-
ings. Paul’s advice to Titus must always be followed (Tit.
2:1).
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Children'Need'/AVEather:

HEATH ROGERS

ctress Jennifer Aniston has come under fire for
Acomments that she has recently made in which she

dismissed the need of fathers in having and raising
children.

Aniston is reported to have said that “times have
changed” when it comes to thinking about the traditional
family. She went on to say, “Women are realizing more
and more that you don’t have to settle. They don’t have
to fiddle with a man to have that child.” These comments
were made as Aniston was pro-

Bible shows that God did not allow His Son to be raised
without a father.

Mary was betrothed to a man named Joseph when she
became pregnant. When Joseph discovered that Mary was
with child, he sought to put her away privately. “But while
he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream, saying, ‘Joseph, son of David,
do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that
which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she
will bring forth a Son, and you shall

moting her new movie titled “The
Switch,” a romantic comedy about
a woman who gets pregnant using
a sperm donor.

While Aniston may claim that
men are not necessary for the
woman who wants to have chil-
dren, God’s will as set forth in the
Bible says differently.

God placed the father in the
lives of children for a reason. He
has charged the father with the
duty of providing for the physical
needs of the family. “But if any-
one does not provide for his own,
and especially for those of his
household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an un-
believer” (1 Tim. 5:8). However, fathers provide more than
a paycheck. They are to be involved in the raising of the
children. “And you, fathers, do not provoke your children
to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition
of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4; see also Deut. 6:6-7). Regardless
of whether or not a woman wants to “fiddle with a man,”
the child that she has will need a father.

If anyone would have been in a position to raise a child
without a man it would have been Mary, the mother of
the Lord. Her Child was conceived without a man, but the

12 TRUTH MAGAZINE o

call His name Jesus, for He will save
His people from their sins. . . .” Then
Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did
as the angel of the Lord commanded
him and took to him his wife, and did
not know her till she had brought forth
her firstborn Son. And he called His
name Jesus” (Matt. 1:20-21, 24-25).

You see, even Jesus needed a father
as He was growing up, and God made
sure that He had one.

The Bible acknowledges the real-
ity of single parent homes. At times,
misfortune arises and a loving father is
taken away from his children through

NOVvEMBER 2010

an untimely death. More often, sin and
selfishness result in abandonment and a child is left to be
raised by his mother. Such situations are manageable, but
they are extremely difficult. Why would a young woman
willingly choose to disregard God’s will and take on the
task of raising a child on her own?

Aniston and her fellow actors need to stick to what they
know — reading scripts and making movies. Times may
have changed, but the needs of children have not changed.
God knew what He was doing when He placed both moth-
ers and fathers in the home.
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AributestorlicolRoool
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GEORGE ROGOL

Dad is that the two main aspects of his life were his

faith and his family. Because of these aspects of our
Dad, my sister, Teresa, my brother, Leonard, and I are very
blessed by Dad’s legacy of the values he imparted to us.

S omeone said to me that what they remember about

One of these values was Dad’s Commitment. Dad was
committed to our Mom, the love of his
life. Because

of our Dad’s Dad taug ht
commitment to
us respect

his marriage,

my brother,

sister, and [ f or GOd
enjoyed the as the

security and

stability thatis CTreator of

too often not
found in many
homes today.

the world
and the

We never °
gave a second authorlty
to thoughts tO 175 hom
that our Dad

wouldn’tbe  We are all
there for our °

Mom and us. SubJ ect.

Another value Dad gave us as a
legacy was Respect. Dad taught us
respect for God as the creator of the
world and the authority to whom we are all subject. He
also taught us respect for all of God’s children, and that we
should respect everyone as equally precious in God’s sight,
regardless of his skin color, or status in society.

Dad also taught us to have Compassion. He was an ex-
ample to us of offering encouragement and help to those in
need, even if it meant making sacrifices on his part to help
others. But, he also taught us that sometimes tough love
is the true expression of compassion. Once, when [ was in

1-800-428-0121

college, my roommate moved out of our trailer, leaving me
to pay the entire rent. I did not have enough money to pay
the bills, and called Dad to ask if I could move back home
and commute to school. To my surprise, Dad said, “No,
you’ll just have to figure it out.” And I did figure it out, and
now I realize that Dad was helping me grow as a person,
which was the best way to be compassionate.
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Dad’s legacy also includes his
imparting to us a sense of Thankful-
ness. Dad made sure that we under-
stood how important it is for us not
to take things for granted and always
led us to be thankful for the blessing
we enjoy in this country, and to ap-
preciate the freedoms we enjoy, and
the great sacrifices that were made
by so many people in order for us to
enjoy these freedoms.

Dad’s legacy included teaching us
the value of Knowing Right from
Wrong. In a world where many peo-
ple think there is no standard, Dad
provided us with a strong and certain
moral compass. He reinforced our
learning and understanding of right
and wrong through swift punishment
for transgressions, but also taught us
God’s example of loving forgiveness
when we admitted our errors.

One of the most important values Dad leaves a legacy
was teaching us about Love. 1 Corinthians 13:13 says,
“Faith, hope, and love endure, but the greatest of these
is love.” We know that Dad’s love for us endures, even
though he is now gone.

The greatest legacy Dad leaves with us is his teaching us
that God sent His Son Jesus to die for us, and we know that
we will see Dad again someday.
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ASpendostandiBerga

MIKE WILLIS

hile we stayed at Attalia, our group made two
side trips — one to Aspendos and the other to
Perga.

ASPENDOS

Aspendos is located a little over four miles northeast
of central Serik and about twenty-five miles (40 km) east
of the modern city of Antalya, Turkey. Situated on the
Eurymedon River about ten miles (16 km) inland from the
Mediterranean Sea, it shared a border with, and was hostile
to, Side. In the first century period, this river was navigable
to Aspendos. According to later tradition, the (originally
non-Greek) city was founded around 1000 B.C. by Greeks
who may have come from Argos. The wide range of its
coinage throughout the ancient world indicates that, in the

The theater at Aspendos is the best preserved
theater from the ancient world.

14
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Sth century B.C., Aspendos had become the most important
city in Pamphylia. The city derived great wealth from a
trade in salt, oil, and wool.

In 333 B.C. Aspendus paid heavy tribute to Alexander
the Great to avoid being garrisoned. Following the death of
Alexander, the city came alternatively under Ptolemaic and
Seleucid control. Eventually the city came under Roman
control. Toward the end of the Roman period the city began
a decline that continued throughout Byzantine times.

Aspendos is known for having the best-preserved theater
of antiquity. With a diameter of 315 ft, the theater provided
seating for 7,000. The theater was built in 155 by the Greek
architect Zenon, a native of the city, during the rule of Mar-
cus Aurelius. The theater has preserved the wall behind the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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Aspendos and Perga

(Continued from Page 14)

stage that is so frequently missing in other theaters (such
as Bethshean, Ephesus, Gerash, etc.).

Nearby stands the remains of over nine miles of Roman
aqueduct. The Romans were very adept at moving water
from one area to the other. The Aspendos aqueduct is im-
pressive. The remains of this aqueduct remind one of what
is preserved at Caesarea, on the coast of the Mediterranean
Sea in Israel.

Aspendos was one of the earliest cities to mint coins.
It began issuing coinage around 500 B.C., first staters and
later drachmas. The city’s numismatic history extends
from archaic Greek to late Roman times.

PERGA

The book of Acts records the following regarding Paul’s
second missionary journey: “Now when Paul and his party
set sail from Paphos, they came to Perga in Pamphylia;
and John, departing from them, returned to Jerusalem. But
when they departed from Perga, they came to Antioch in
Pisidia, and went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day
and sat down” (Acts 13:13-14). On the return phase of
the first journey, the text says, “And after they had passed
through Pisidia, they came to Pamphylia. Now when they
had preached the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia.
From there they sailed to Antioch, where they had been
commended to the grace of God for the work which they
had completed” (Acts 14:24-26). These are the only refer-

The stadium at Perga
is fairly well preserved.
It was used for chariot
races as well as other
athletic events.
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The Roman aqueduct
that brought fresh
water from the hills in
Aspendos. Over nine
miles of this aqueduct
are still partially
standing.

ences to Perga in the Bible. This is the city from which Mark
turned back and did not continue on the first missionary
journey. Paul thought that this showed a weakness in Mark’s
character that made him unwilling to take him on the second
journey and resulted in the separation of Paul and Barnabas
on that occasion (Acts 15:36-41).

The first dig at Perga was made by Arif Miifit Manzel in
1946. From 1975-1986, excavations were conducted under
Jale Inan. In 1988, Haluk Abbasoglu became the lead ar-
chaeologist. In 1986, a bronze tablet was found in the Hittite
capital of Hattusas which had the name of the city of Perga
written on it, indicating that the city went back at least to the
13™ century B.C.

Perga is located on the south coast of Asia Minor, some
seven miles up the river Cestrus, near modern Murtana. The
city was founded by a mixed multitude of Greek immigrants
after the Trojan War. Recent excavations have turned up a
number of statue bases of “founders” of the original migra-
tion and prominent historical persons who are designated
as “founders.” Among these was the Plancius family which
had great wealth and influence in various parts of Asia Mi-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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Aspendos and Perga

(Continued from Page 15)

The Roman Cardo is the main road in a ! nor and were the leading family in Perga dur-
Roman city; this is the cardo ai SCTREAE ol : ing the first two centuries A.D. His daughter,
columns are on the right and what appears . .
be the left side of the street is actually a wate: - - ! Plania Magna, seems to have exercised the
channel that ran the length of the cardo. most influence inasmuch as dozens of texts
S have been found with her name on them. She
was responsible for the erection of a magnifi-
cent array of statues of the Roman imperial
family just inside the south gate. She herself
was a priestess of Artemis (Diana) and held
the highest civic office of state (demiurgus).
Several striking statues of her have also been
uncovered.

Perga was a very wealthy and beautiful
city from Hellenistic times and its remains
today are second only to Ephesus among the
cities associated with the Apostle Paul. Three
aqueducts supplied the city with water. The
towers of the third century B.C. gate are still
standing and are among the most impressive
of any city of the period. One of the best pre-
served stadiums in Asia Minor is found just
outside the wall, as well as a well preserved
Greek theater that would seat 14,000. There
_ = are numerous Roman baths and a very large
4 - S j ~ - gymnasium with a palaestra (lit. wrestling
The Roman water channel in the Cardo at Pe — place) adorned with statues and dedicated

. : : : to Claudius (A.D. 41-54). Once there was a
temple to Artemis (as evidence by coinage of
the city), but it has not yet been located.

Perga’s most celebrated ancient inhabit-
ant is the mathematician Apollonius (c.262
BC —¢.190 BC). Apollonius was a pupil of
Archimedes and wrote a series of eight books
describing a family of curves known as conic
sections, comprising the circle, ellipse, pa-
rabola, and hyperbola.

: ate to Perga which
& the ancient Roman door.

—
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Warning &Admonition

“fully supported” is near an end. Of course, full sup-

port is in the eye of the beholder. Some think full sup-
port is $3,000 per month . . . for a married man with two or
three children—support that is supposed to cover his food,
clothing, shelter, and health care costs. The latter is really
the focus of this article.

It is my contention that the days of preachers being

I have been preaching since 1995 and carried health
insurance for as long as I can remember. Each year the pre-
miums have gone up, usually between $60-80 per month.
So, if the initial premium was $200 per month, after the
policy renewed it would be $260-280. This expense is hard
to keep up with, even with an increase in pay. After three
or four years, the amount of support you have to spend
each month begins to decrease because a greater portion of
it is going to health insurance costs.

We reached a point where we simply could not keep up
with the cost. So, when we relocated to work with another
church, we made an agreement that the church would
pay my health insurance costs separate from my salary.

We took a $5,000 family deductible ($2,500 per person)
policy to help keep the premiums down. Here is a list of
premiums for years one to six: $300, 369, 460, 585, 635,
722. As our policy renews in August of each year, we have
already started paying on the new premium of $997. Yes,
that is a $275 per month increase in health insurance with a
$5,000 deductible. This year the church is not able to cover
the increase, so we have to figure out where to get another
$275 a month.

Why am [ writing about this? Three reasons: (a) warn
people about the coming increases; (b) inform brethren
what preachers are facing; (c) share my thought on a new
reality.

First, as stated above, our policy renews in August of
each year. We knew our premiums would go up as they
normally do and would increase more because of the new
health care law. However, we expected $150 or so, not
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ANONYMOUS

$275 per month. Our health insurance cost is about to ex-
ceed our mortgage. It is hard for us to fathom this fact. For
those of you who buy your own insurance, get ready for
major increases.

Second, some brethren are totally unaware of the burden
health insurance is on preachers. Those who are self-em-
ployed have an idea, but most brethren work for someone
else. Their policies in general require some payment each
month and a co-pay for doctors visits. However, the com-
pany shares in the health care cost so the real cost for their
health insurance is not realized. I am unaware of anyone
who works for a company that pays $997 per month for
health insurance with a $5,000 family deductible.

Third, I
believe the
time when
preachers
are “fully
supported”

Third, I believe the time when
preachers are “fully supported”
is pretty much over. Either the
preacher and/or his wife will have
to secure income and/or benefits
apart from the local church. This
is biblical as Paul often worked
to support himself and those with
him (1 Thess. 2:9; Acts 18:1-3).
Yes, preachers have the right to
receive support from churches

is pretty
(1 Cor. 9:1-14; 2 Cor. 11:8; Phil.
muCh over. 4:15-17). However, this does not

mean they have a right to full support or that a church has
the ability to provide full support.

My admonition to preachers is, develop another means
of support . . . and fast. To churches, I urge you to see the
reality of what is happening and not try to limit a preacher
from engaging in secular work. Give him the leeway to
provide for himself and his family. Don’t view the preacher
as property of the congregation. See him as a member who
greatly contributes to the well being of the church who
should be fairly compensated and free to secure income to
provide for his family.
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SASHEEIERETASGOID 22

STEVEN JAWALDUACE

“Is there a God?”” Such is the question asked by count-  who complain about evil are often engaging in what is evil

less numbers throughout time. This question has been (cheating on taxes, lying, fornication, etc.). God has cre-
met with a resounding answer by a myriad of voices in ated man as a free-agent and with such comes the ability to
switching the “is” and “there.” So we gladly join the choose evil or good. If the presence of evil denies the exist-
ancient echo asserting, “There is a God!” As a shepherd ence of God, then shouldn’t the same prove the existence of
boy, David stood before a giant of a man and an impos- an evil spirit? But then again, atheism rules out that pos-

ing army of infidels and said, “And this day I will give the  sibility too; therefore those who make the above argument
carcasses of the camp of the Philistines to the birds of the ~ do not really believe in it.Religion is self-contradictory. “If
air and the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may  there is a God, why is there so much contradictory confu-
know that there is a God in Israel” (1 Sam. 17:46). And sion in religion?” Yet, there is confusion and contradiction
such happened. Hundreds of years later, Daniel made this ~ sown among any field of study that man engages in (health,
assertion to one of the most powerful rulers the world has  science, child rearing, politics, etc.). It doesn’t disprove God,
ever known. He exclaimed to the perplexed Nebuchadnez-  but rather proves the fallibility of man’s thinking. God is not
zar, “But there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets, and  the author of confusion (1 Cor. 14:33). Truth is clear, but

He has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be it is man who makes it confusing by adding self-will to it

in the latter days” (Dan. 2:28). Likewise, this happened. (Jas. 3:16). Hence, Jesus warned that division would come

The fact that you are reading this warrants another because of Him and yet, at the same time, prayed for unity to

question. “Why are you interested in knowing there is a be achieved (Luke 12:51; John 17:21).

God?” If it is merely for academic interest, then pursu- CONTINUED ON PAGE 19
ing this answer any further matters little. If however, the A

impact of this answer weighs heavy on your mind, then '
please read on. If the answer to this question is sought so
that you might develop a positive obedient relationship to
the Creator, then please diligently investigate the claims
that are made for the existence of God.

ANSWERING THE SKEPTIC’S
DISSENT >

There are some dissenting voices that answer our 4
question in the negative. Some of the reasons for 2
their contention are listed below:

Evil exists in the world. “If a good God ex-
ists, why doesn’t He eliminate all the evil in the
world?” Yet one could argue just as effectively that
the reason there is any good and righteousness in the
world is because of a good God. The fact that good
exists should suggest there a giver of good. Inani-
mate matter cannot create goodness. Further, those
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“Is There a God?”

(Continued from Page 18)

Theists behave immorally. “If “I r
there is a God, why do those who f the €

follow Him engage in immoral 18 GOd,

behavior?” Yet, the irony here h d

is that, if there is no God, then w y o

there is no real reason to gage  those who
Jollow Him

if something is immoral or not?
Any person’s subjective stand-

ard of right or wrong would be o
just as valid as the next person’s. eng ag em
Lying, stealing, homosexuality, immora l

polygamy, nakedness, pedophilia,
adultery, murder, suppression,
racism, etc. would simply be a
matter of one’s own choice, outlook, and law. If the fact
that some theists behave immorally discounts the existence
of God, then why doesn’t the fact that some atheists are
capable of making morally pure decisions prove there is a
God? “Truly, this only I have found: That God made man
upright, But they have sought out many schemes” (Eccl.
7:29). If a good carpenter can build a house that one day
falls down, why would it be inconceivable that a good God
could build man right who could later seek out evil?

behavior?”

Faith is a fallacy. “Anything can be proven by ‘faith’
so ‘faith’ is futile in proving anything.” When secularists
speak against faith, it is evident that they do not under-
stand what faith is. Yet their grievance is with the contra-
dictory nature of those who claim to have faith and use it
as a scapegoat to not answer inquiry. Proper faith wel-
comes inquiry and is ready to give answers (1 Pet. 3:15).
All “faith” is not equal. High quality faith is measured in
the quality of evidences, the strength of reason, and the
credibility of testimony. For example, who would believe
the sun is cooler than the moon? The fact that tempera-
ture seems to consistently rise when the sun is observable
implies the sun is hotter. Since it is consistently that way,
the sun must be hotter than the moon. Furthermore, while
none of us has personally met George Washington, we
can be fully convinced that he was our first president and
founder of this nation based upon historical literature. So
even the Christian faith is based upon quality testimony
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and compelling evidences, rather than human speculation,
so that we might have a full assurance of faith (see Rom.
10:17; Heb. 10:22; 11:1). Jesus did not shy away from pro-
viding evidence for His claims. “But if I do, though you do
not believe Me, believe the works, that you may know and
believe that the Father is in Me, and I in Him” (John 10:38).
The evidence to believe the claim was in the works that
Jesus provided. Little evidence does not produce a strong
faith, but rather a blind faith. No one escapes from having
a form of faith. The “unbeliever” has to himself a belief.
Even though there is no scientific evidence, many “unbe-
lievers” believe that matter is eternal and that sometime in
the past, non-living material spawned living material. Such
is a faith, but a faith without any sustaining scientific merit.
The unbeliever has faith that there is no God, yet he cannot
prove there is no God. To prove that there is no God in the
universe, the unbeliever would have to traverse the uni-
verse, observing all that is observable with the naked eye as
well as all that is not. Amazing as this would be, he would
have to see it all at the same time. Think about it, he would
have to be a god to prove there is no God!

God is a “no show.” One atheist asserted,

“...when you read the New Testament and very early
fathers, visions, miracles, visitations and so forth seemed to
be expected. Pardon me then if I expect that the same God
ought to be similarly visible today. But of course He isn’t. All
(emp. his, sjw) the apostles needed more than vagaries and
promises. They hid in the upper room and were convinced it
was all over, until the risen Jesus appeared to them. Thomas
wouldn’t believe the other apostles until he could see Jesus.
Paul wasn’t listening to anyone’s arguments or evangelization
until Jesus hit him with a flash-bang. And when the apostles
went out, they backed up their words with demonstrations of
God’s power. So pardon me for expecting an active, ‘on site’
God, like the one described in the Bible.”

Interestingly, four major flaws are evident from the
above. First, those who could beckon miraculous power
were unable to use it for eccentric and selfish purposes.
The article referred to above also chastened the existence
of God, due to no answers being given for a prayer that

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20
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was offered up in the healing of a loved one. Yet, Paul, miracles assured the early church that, when revelation
who clearly believed in God and in the power of miracles, was complete, miracles would cease (1 Cor. 13:8-13).
could not heal himself of his own “thorn in the flesh,”
nor could he expect being spared from all of the threats,
beatings, and physical punishments that came upon him

Now that we have looked at the naysayers, what are
some reasons why one should believe that God does exist?

for serving Christ (see 2 Cor. 12:7-9; 11:231f). He still 1. L1FE, LAW AND ORDER

maintained a manner of fear and trembling despite the The Universe. Is it not amazing to contemplate on the
fact that he was a miracle worker (1 Cor. 2:3). Second, constancies of nature? We can readily count on them.

the purpose of miracle working was not to entertain, but Laws in nature point to a Law-giver. Please consider: our
to confirm the word (Mark 16:20). Jesus charged, “An world continues to spin exactly the same way every day
evil and adulterous generation seeks after a (around 1000 miles an hour near the equator)

sign” (Matt. 12:39). They were given
signs but quickly dismissed them as
being done through Satan (Matt.
12:24). Once something is
confirmed, however, it does
not need to be “recon-
firmed” with every subse-
quent generation. It has
been confirmed once

and for all, and there

is no need for God to
personally be “on site”
today to re-do what He
already accomplished.
Third, even the great-

est miracle worker the
world ever knew spoke
of a time and a blessed
state when people would
believe without seeing the
actual physical evidence. “Jesus
said to him, ‘Thomas, because
you have seen Me, you have believed.

and continues to orbit the sun at a speed
of 18.59 miles per second or almost
67,000 miles per hour. If the
world stopped spinning, the
atmosphere would continue
to spin and scour every-
thing on the surface of the
earth. If the earth slowed
down, the balance
between day and night
would adversely affect
vegetation growth.
The gravitational pull
of the sun and the
centrifugal force of the
earth’s movement are
perfectly balanced to
keep the earth from being
flung into outer space or
conversely being drawn into
the sun’s heat. The earth is the
perfect size with the perfect atmos-
phere while traveling and spinning at

Blessed are those who have not seen the perfect speed at the perfect distance
and yet have believed’” (John from the sun to allow life to
20:29, emp. mine). He further - flourish. What is the prob-
pointed out the futile plea of ability of a universe without
the lost rich man who pleaded purpose and a guide to create
for a resurrection of Lazarus so by chance an environment suitable for

that other family members might believe and be saved.’

Finally, the fourth flaw is that the scripture that speaks of
CONTINUED ON PAGE 21
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life that is fixated with discovering purpose? “The heavens
declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows His
handiwork” (Ps. 19:1). Keep in mind that no other place in
the universe has been discovered which is hospitable for
life.

Also consider that our world has an abundance of water,
something we may take for granted, but without which
we would all die. The vast amount of water on earth is
essential to fight stagnation and maintain é
our pristine water filtration and irrigation ¢
system described in Scripture and testi- built the
fied by men of science.* Water from the
oceanic storehouses evaporates into the
heavens where it later falls upon the earth,
sustaining plant life. It eventually collects
in rivers and is deposited back again into
the oceans. Essentially, the pure water
we use, drink, and bathe in is recycled
water that countless other life forms have
used for thousands of years. How did this
design come into existence? Who put the
earth here with these laws and conditions
so minutely perfect that life literally hangs
in the balance? Are we to believe this is a
product of chance or design? How could
chance and chaos discover such fine-
tuned parameters to grow life? There is no
chance that the conditions needed for life e 99
could have occurred without an intelligent s GOd
guide. Scientists state that some of the conditions needed
for complex life to exist on earth are proper gravitational
force, proper placement in the small habitable region of
our galaxy, an oxygen rich atmosphere, large land mass
and liquid water, a home star of correct mass and tem-
perature, an orbiting route that is not too close or too far
away from the star, a large moon and a magnetic field that
is strong enough to deflect radiation. The chance of these
conditions being met at the same time anywhere in the uni-
verse has been estimated to be 1/1,000,000,000,000,000.3

than the

but He

The Scriptures give us an intelligent answer as to why
we observe such an orderly universe. The greatness of a
house points to a superior architect. “. . . He who built the

1-800-428-0121

house has
more honor

house. For
every house
is built by
someone,

who built
all things
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house has more honor than the house. For every house is
built by someone, but He who built all things is God” (Heb.
3:3, 4). As we should easily know that the architect is supe-
rior to any house he builds, so the earth, the universe’s only
known house for life, cries out that there is a God.

The Micro Universe. It is a scientific law (Biogenesis)
that life begets life and we can never overstate that fact. It
has never been demonstrated or observed that non-living

He wh 0O material could spawn living material, and yet this

is a fundamental requirement for the belief of
evolution. The same could be said of intelligence:
non-intelligent matter cannot spawn intelligent
matter. Likewise non-emotional matter cannot
independently spawn emotions. The formula for
life is mind-boggling, and yet there is a working
complex code in play. “I will praise You, for I am
fearfully and wonderfully made; Marvelous are
Your works, And that my soul knows very well”
(Ps. 139:14). David knew that there was nothing
ordinary about life and now scientists are dis-
covering that not only is physical life peculiar to
earth, but that also it is beautifully complex.

Living things are composed of living cells
which have a network of functions housed within.
Each individual cell is like a community with dis-
tinct roles carried out by various parts of the cell
for the function and health of the cell. The human
frame is composed of around fifty to one hundred
trillion cells that work in unison for the function
of the body. Each cell (red blood cells not included) has a
nucleus where Deoxyribonucleic Acid, or DNA, is found.
If this microscopic double helix strand of material could
be unraveled it would span over six feet in length from
one single cell! Imagine therefore the total length of this
informational strand of the human genome! If unwrapped,
it would span to the moon and back thousands of times!
This is an abundance of information, but more importantly
it is workable information. One could swat a fly on the
wall and produce, as it were, a “pool” of information. The
information for life is there, but the code is broken. Like-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22
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wise, information must be input as it cannot arise out of
non-information. It requires a sender. Who or what do you
suppose placed the information within living organisms?
Since man and animals are the recipient of living infor-
mation, it would seem that the sender of the information
must be greater than man and animal. Therefore, God is

a reasonable and intelligent choice. “Great is our Lord,
and mighty in power; His understanding is infinite” (Psa.
147:5).

As factual as this is, one should seemingly see the
dilemma that atheism finds itself in. That life and intelli-
gence are here cannot be denied. How life and intelligence
presently arise cannot be denied either. The only reason-
able explanation would be that life and its usable informa-
tion and energy had to come from a reserve of greater life,
greater energy, and greater intelligence. Lifeless, non-
intelligent matter cannot be a suitable answer for origins.
Is it not unreasonable to believe that from “nothing” came
“something” and from “lifeless matter” came “living mat-
ter”? When would “nothing” produce “something”? Can
you imagine how out of “nothing” came “lifeless matter”
which then somehow produced “reason’? Yet for “lifeless
matter” to produce “rational matter,” it would have had to
intelligently reason in order to make “reason.” Honestly,
does that sound reasonable?

A life-giving, intelligent, emotional, personal Creator
must have been at the point of origin. Such is exactly the
answer that is given from Scripture. “In the beginning God
created the heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:1). “Then God
said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our
likeness. . .””” (Gen. 1:26). “And the Lord God formed man
of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and man became a living being” (Gen. 2:7).

2. REALIZED PROPHECIES

We started this tract by referring to Daniel’s confer-
ence with Nebuchadnezzar and the proof that Daniel
gave for the existence of God was that Nebuchadnezzar’s
disturbing dream would first be told to the king and then
explained. Daniel later went on to explain the dream as a
revelation of events that would unfold over the next sev-
eral hundred years. He foretold the rise and fall of various
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world empires. He prophesied the fall of the Babylonian
and rise of the Mede-Persian, then the rise of the Greek
and finally that of Rome. Additionally, the kingdom of
God was foretold to be established during the days of the
Roman kingdom (Dan. 2:44). History shows that the king-
dom/church of Christ was established during this time (see
Matt. 16:18; Acts 2:47; Col. 1:13; Rev. 1:9). We could list
prophecies regarding other nations, people, and events. We
could list several Old Testament Scriptures that foretold
of the coming One. He would be born of a virgin in the
city of Bethlehem (Isa. 7:14; Mic. 5:2). About 1000 years
before Christ, Psalm 22:16 speaks of the crucifixion of
Christ, hundreds of years before the act of crucifying ever
occurred and about one thousand years before the Christ
came to have His hands and feet pierced. Some skeptics
have tried to assert that Psalm 22:16 was manipulated

by Christians to look like it was the hands and feet being
pierced, but that the actual text reads “like a lion my hands
and feet.” Besides the fact that such a rendering makes

no sense in the passage, a Dead Sea Scroll (4QPs’) was
found dating before the crucifixion and the church which
rendered it as the boring or digging through the hands and
feet. With the many fulfilled prophecies given in Scripture,
we are compelled to believe in God. Paul argued,

... (as it is written, “I have made you a father of

many nations”) in the presence of Him whom he be-

lieved—God, who gives life to the dead and calls those

things which do not exist as though they did (Rom.

4:17).

Calling things into existence, like Abraham being a
father of many nations when he was not, is prophetic. Only
God could know that Abraham would become a father of

many nations which was not fulfilled until hundreds of
years later.

3. THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS
CHRIST

Some skeptics complain that, if there is a God, why
does He not show Himself? Why is He so silent from
heaven? Why does He not interact with man? The good

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23
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news is that God has manifested Himself to man. He came His body. Therefore, when He had risen from the dead, His
to earth, lived with His creation, walked among us, taught disciples remembered that He had said this to them; and
and modeled the will of the Father, and paid an awful pen- they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had
alty for sins which we committed. said (John 2:18-22).

And without controversy great is the mystery of That Jesus really died and rose up again is evident from
godliness: God was manifested in the flesh, Justified in the fact that Pilate had Him professionally crucified. This
the Spirit, Seen by angels, Preached among the Gentiles, is seen by both biblical and non-biblical sources. “But
Believed on in the world, Received up in glory (1 Tim. when they came to Jesus and saw that He was already
3:16, emp. mine). dead, they did not break His legs. But one of the soldiers

pierced His side with a spear, and immediately blood and
water came out” (John 19:33, 34). Further proof is boldly
offered by the early disciples citing a well-known promi-
nent rich man who was at the burial of Christ—Joseph
of Arimathea (see Matt. 27:57-60; Mark 15:42-46; Luke
23:50-53; John 19:38-40). Joseph was a member of the
Sanhedrin which condemned Jesus to death, though he
did not consent to the decision. Stating that Joseph was at

While leaders of other world religions claimed to be
prophets and teachers (Muhammad, Confucius, etc.), only
Jesus claimed to be God. If Jesus was God, then there is a
God! Many could claim to be God. Such a claim would be
crazy for anyone to make unless he could prove it by offer-
ing up supernatural proof. Hundreds of prophecies span-
ning hundreds of years anticipated the coming of the Mes-

siah who would be born of a virgin in Bethlehem, teach in ) ) . .
parables, be rejected and betrayed for thirty picces of sil- his death was itself a fulfillment of Scripture which Jesus

ver, be killed, rise again, start a kingdom, and ascend back could not have manipulated. It gives solid confirmation to
o t’he Father ’(Mic 59 isa 7-14: 9-6. 7- ’53' Pss. 16:10- the death of Christ by having one like a prominent states-

78:2; Dan. 2:44; 7:13, 14; Zech. 11:12). Sufficient proof to man at the grave site handling the body of Christ (see Isa.
be God would entail fulfilling these

types of ancient anticipations. EVi d ence A nd Fa ith

In addition to the fulfillment of
prophecy and the vast amount of

miracles Jesus performed on earth, ® °* ® P

His greatest proof to the claim of ® ® . o

deity is His resurrection from the ® Know &
dead. Skeptics wanted proof to this | g WO rkS Believe
claim, and Jesus was willing to o &

provide such: . ... .

So the Jews answered and said

The Faith

to Him, “What sign do You show

to us, since You do these things?” Evidence Knov!”ﬁ'dge Of F rom Th e
Jesus answered and said to them, E Vi dence E . d

“Destroy this temple, and in three viaence
days I will raise it up.” Then the “If | do not do the works of My Father, do not believe Me; but if | do, though
Jews said, “It has taken forty-six you do not believe Me, believe the works, that you may know and believe
years to build this temple, and will that the Father is in Me, and | in Him” (Jn. 10:37, 38)

You raise it up in three days?”” But
He was speaking of the temple of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24
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53:9). If these facts were not true, Joseph would have had
the power to squelch the Christian system by denying that
he was there or that the body was dead! A non-biblical
source corroborates:

Now there was about this time Jesus, a wise man,
if it be lawful to call him a man; for he was a doer of
wonderful works—a teacher of such men as receive the
truth with pleasure. He drew over to him both many of
the Jews and many of the Gentiles. He was [the] Christ.
And when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men
among us, had condemned him to the cross, those that
loved him at the first did not forsake him, for he appeared
to them alive again the third day, because the divine
prophets had foretold these and ten thousand other won-
derful things concerning him; and the sect of Christians,
so named from him, are not extinct at this day.®

This substantiates that Jesus lived during the first cen-
tury, that many revered Him as more than a man, that He
was put to death by Pilate, and that He lived afterwards.
Some have tried to assert that His body was stolen (Matt.
28:12, 13). There is no evidence for that as there were
multiple sightings and interactions of Jesus with mortals
afterwards (see 1 Cor. 15). Such an accusation from the
enemies of Jesus only verifies that the tomb where the
dead body once laid was empty. This empty tomb and
subsequent sighting of Jesus is precisely what explains
the change in Saul of Tarsus who was so adamantly op-
posed to Christianity that he would hunt down Christians,
compel them to blaspheme, and cast his vote against them
to be put to death (Acts 26:10, 11). Yet, his meeting with
Jesus on the road to Damascus brought a drastic reversal
in him (Acts 9; Gal. 1:11-24). Our eyes are also taken into
the very grave where Jesus’ body lay, and we find a very
strange article that makes it impossible to reconcile with
the “disciples stole the body” contention. The very hand-
kerchief that had been around the head of our Lord was
laying there, folded (John 20:7). Thieves who break in and
steal do not fold useless articles nicely and put them away.

CONCLUSION

These reasons present a landslide of evidence to know
that God exists. Kind reader, “There is a God” just as cer-
tainly as there is life. It is in the hope that you will, upon

that knowledge, draw near to Him in obedience. Many
know that God exists but suppress the truth to justify their
own morally corrupt decisions and lifestyle. “For since the
creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly
seen, being understood by the things that are made, even
His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without
excuse, because, although they knew God, they did not
glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile
in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened”
(Rom. 1:20, 21, emp. mine). The very power that is seen
and tapped into from the creation cries out for a power-

ful Creator. Deny not that fact. “Truly, these times of
ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men
everywhere to repent, because He has appointed a day on
which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man
whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to
all by raising Him from the dead” (Acts 17:30, 31). He has
ordered us to be baptized into that very death in order to be
saved that we might rise and walk in newness of life (Mark
16:15, 16; Rom. 6:3, 4). Upon such evidence we owe Him
nothing less than the confession of Thomas, “My Lord and
my God” (John 20:28).

Footnotes
! All verses are from the New King James Version.

2 Pardus, Leo, “Reasons Why I Can No Longer Believe,”
http://de-conversion.com/2007/11/08/reasons-why-i-can-no-
longer-believe-2-god-as-a-no-show/

3 Luke 16:27-31, “Then he said, ‘I beg you therefore, father,
that you would send him to my father’s house, for I have five
brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to
this place of torment.” Abraham said to him, ‘They have Moses
and the prophets; let them hear them.” And he said, ‘No, father
Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will
repent.” But he said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the
prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from
the dead.””

4 Ecclesiastes 1:7, “All the rivers run into the sea, Yet the sea
is not full; To the place from which the rivers come, There
they return again.”

5 Strobel, Lee, 2006, The Case Creator, The Film, Illustra
Media.

¢ The Antiquities of the Jews, Book 18, Chapter 3.
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Change Your Life JOHNIE EDWARDS

ho is there among us that doesn’t need some
Wlife-changing from time to time? Would you

like to be familiar with five things that can
change your life? If so, please continue to read:

1. Hearing the Word of God. The first thing God has
always required of man is to hear. “And Moses called all
Israel, and said unto them, Hear, O Israel, the statutes and
judgments which I speak in our ears this day, that ye may
learn them, and keep, and do them” (Deut. 5:1). The New
Testament requires that man also hear. God said concern-
ing His Son: “. . . hear ye him” (Matt. 17:5). The first
gospel sermon made the same demand: “Ye men of Israel,
hear these words . . .” (Acts 2:22). Hearing the word of
God is coupled with faith. “So then faith cometh by hear-
ing, and hearing by the word of God” (Rom. 10:17). The
scriptures teach the importance of “what ye hear” (Mark
4:24) as well “how ye hear” (Luke 8:18). James encour-
ages us to “be swift to hear” (Jas. 1:19).

2. Faith. “But without faith it is impossible to please
him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is,
and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek
him” (Heb. 11:6). God requires that we believe in Him,
in His Son and in the gospel (John 8:24; Mark 16:16).

3. Repentance. Repentance is a change in one’s mind
that results in a change in his actions (Matt. 21:28). And,
God “commandeth all men every where to repent” (Acts
17:30). The preaching of the first gospel sermon de-
manded repentance (Acts 2:38). Repentance is connected
with the “blotting out of sins” (Acts 3:19). Repentance
is required of an erring child of God (Acts 8:22) as he is
restored.

4. Confession of Faith. Faith in Christ must be publi-
cally acknowledged. Jesus put it this way: “Whosoever
therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess
before my Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 10:32).

Writing the Romans, Paul penned: “That if thou shalt
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe
in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead,
thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto
righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation” (Rom. 10:9-10). A perfect example of this con-
fession is seen when the eunuch said: “I believe that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God” (Acts

GOd 8:37). Please be aware that this is
° not a confession of one’s sins but
requlres of his faith in Christ!
that we 5. Baptism. Immersion in

> 'n water for the “remission of sins”
belleve t (Acts 8:36; 2:38; Rom. 6:3-4)

H im, in H iS and; “into Christ” and His “body,

o the church” (Gal. 3:27; 1 Cor.
S on and in 12:13) is the baptism that chang-

the g Ospel es the state of individuals.
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The Outer Limits ' Of

AbSurdity?

LEWIS WILLIS

k, I’'m not an animal lover; I admit it! I remem-
ber our childhood dog, Ole Rusty, back home in
Texas. He was not an inside dog. Rusty stayed

outside because our large family of kids meant, among
other things, there was no room for him inside.

So, he stayed outside to alert us with barking at But, 17 b) hen

anyone driving or stopping by. He also helped us
round up any animals we were trying to get into the preaCher
started the

a pen. Rusty protected us from rattlesnakes, and

was bitten several times, almost fatally. He ran . .

possums up trees, and generally was a friend. But, S€TUV1Ce wlth

I left Rusty back in my childhood and proceeded o é

with the rest of my life. music, one
With this background, I hope you will register by one the

the level of my surprise and disgust at the news I Ppoo Ches lay

share with you in this article. .
I held a Gospel Meeting in Blackfoot, Idaho in down’ Chlns
November, 2009. On the last day of that meeting, oNn Daws and
11/06/09, I was reading the local paper, called . p ? 9

Morning News, and 1 came to the weekly Religion llS tened.
section. The headline article was so startling that

I brought it home with me for a future article. The article
was from the Associated Press, in Los Angeles, CA, enti-
tled “Church starts pet service.”

According to the article, a Presbyterian
preacher has been working hard to
build up a church with an aging,
declining membership. In his
search for ideas, he came
up with this idea.
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“He would turn God's house into a doghouse by offering

a 30-minute service complete with individual doggie beds,
canine prayers, and an offering of dog treats.” He expected
to reinvigorate the church’s connection with the commu-
nity, and perhaps gain some new members.

The article noted that pet services at
churches are “a growing trend among
churches nationwide to address the
spirituality of pets and the deeply felt
bonds that owners form with their ani-
mals.” I must confess: Ole Rusty and I
never developed that spiritual bond!

A college professor at Southwest-
ern University in Georgetown, Texas
found over 500 churches across the
nation who are now “holding worship
services” for pets.

When the Presbyterian preacher
started his new outreach, “Animals big
and small . . . piled into the church’s
chapel to worship in an area outfitted

for canine comfort. . . .The service started amid a riot of
tail-sniffing, barking, whining and playful roughhousing. .
..” But, when the preacher started the service with music,
“one by one the pooches lay down, chins on paws, and
listened.”

The preacher “took prayer

requests for Mr. Boobie

(healing of the knees) and

Hunter (had a stroke)

and then called out the
names of beloved

. . pets past and

. CONTINUED
ON PAGE 27
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present (Quiche, Tiger, Timmy, Baby Angel and Spunky)
before launching into the Lord’s Prayer.” And, yes, ushers
stepped over dogs and leashes “to collect donations and
hand out doggie treats shaped like miniature bones in a
rainbow of colors.”

“More and more people

in mainline Christianity
are considering them to
have some kind of soul”

The article further says the reason this idea of pet wor-
ship is catching on across the country is, “More and more
people in mainline Christianity are considering them to
have some kind of soul” (all emphases in these quotes are
mine, LW).

So, what can be said of activities like these? What
passage of Scripture might you cite as authority for a pet
worship service? And, what passage teaches that a dog
has a soul? If Ole Rusty had a spiritual side, a soul, [ was
never able to discern it through the years of my childhood.
He was a good old dog, but I never heard him sing,
pray, or preach. We fed him scraps from the family
table, but we never served him the Lord’s Supper.
And, I am confident he never contributed a dime to
the treasury of the church!

You see, as we have grown more and more
worldly in our country and as well as in the church-
es men have invented, and as educators have pro-
moted the error of evolution, people have come to
think that they are nothing more than a higher level
of animal. If these higher animals can worship God,
then perhaps the lower animals or pets can possibly
do the same. Now these people are careful not to
worship like the Lord commanded, so they have no
problem inventing worship for their dogs, cats, and
birds. The New Testament spells out worship for the
church (Acts 2:42, 20:7; Eph. 5:19), but this wor-
ship is not considered relevant for our times. These

1-800-428-0121

victims of false teachers have not only invented their own
worship, they have now invented worship for their pets.
Unbelievable!

The Bible tells us of man’s creation: “So God created
man in his own image, in the image of God created he him;
male and female created he them” (Gen. 1:27). Because
men are made in His image, men have the capacity to wor-
ship Him. But, nowhere does the Bible say that animals,
not even our dear pets, are made in God’s image.

In fact, since about all kinds of animals have been made
into pets, it might be interesting to note what God did say
about animals. “And the fear of you and the dread of you
shall be upon every beast of the earth, and upon every fowl
of the air, upon all that moveth upon the earth, and upon
all the fishes of the sea; into your hand are they delivered.
Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you;
even as the green herb have I given you all things” (Gen.
9:2-3). (Yes, some cultures even eat dogs!)

No, we will not begin pet worship services to help the
church grow, but we will do our best as His people to wor-
ship Him as the New Testament teaches.
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WorShip JOHN ISAAC EDWARDS

today do not have the right concept of worship. Thus, were they permitted to do whatever they wanted in wor-
we study. ship. God told them what to do (Deut. 16:16-17) and what

Farse CONCEPTS OF WORSHIP not to do (Deut. 16:21-22). He also told them how to do it

To place before our mind the broper concent of worshi (Deut. 16:11). If it makes no difference in worship: Why
prace prop P P> did God accept the worship of Abel but not Cain (Gen.
let us examine false concepts some have.

4:1-7; Heb. 11:4)? Why did God send fire out of heaven to

It is obvious from the things folks say and do that many = God shall choose to place his name in” (Deut. 16:6). Nor

1. Everything we do is worship. When Abra-
ham was called upon to offer Isaac, he “rose up
early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took
two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son,
and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose
up, and went unto the place of which God had told
him. Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his
eyes, and saw the place afar off. And Abraham
said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the
ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship,
and come again to you” (Gen. 22:3-5). If every-
thing is worship, early-rising, ass-saddling, taking,
wood-cleaving, rising up, lifting up eyes, seeing,
and saying were worship. These were not worship,
since worship was “yonder.”

2. There is a specific order of worship. Some
have bound an order of worship from Acts 2:42
which says, “And they continued stedfastly in the
apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking
of bread, and in prayers.” We are told worship is
to be in this order: Teaching, the collection, the
Lord’s supper, then prayers. Since early Christians
sang (Eph. 5:19), when does the singing come? To
bind a specific order of worship is to bind where
the Lord did not bind!

3. It makes no difference how one worships.
God has always been specific as to how he wanted
man to worship Him. In Old Testament times, the
Lord’s people were not at liberty to worship just
any place, “But at the place which the Lord thy

CONTINUED ON PAGE 29
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The Right Cocept of Worsh

(Continued from Page 28)

devour Nadab and Abihu for offering strange fire in their
worship (Lev. 10:1-2)? Why did Jesus say, “But in vain
they do worship me . . .” (Matt. 15:9)?

4. Worship is accompanied by food and fun. Sunday,
August 22nd, the Ellettsville Christian Church and The
Place Church held a “Come Together Festival” in which
everyone was invited to come worship, fellowship, eat, and
play together at a shelter house. The festival was to “be
filled with great family fun.” Here was the draw: “. . . there
will be live entertainment on the main stage as members
from both churches work together to serve free lunch to
everyone in attendance. Volunteers will be on the grill all
morning grilling up burgers, brats,
and hot dogs to serve. The ‘Come
Together Festival® will also feature
large inflatable games for children
of all ages. The festival will host its
second annual 3-on-3 Basketball
Tournament. Players will receive a
‘Come Together’ 3-on-3 Tourney T-
shirt and compete for prizes.” A lot of

meat and
drink; but

can eat and play and be entertained.
Know ye not that the church of God
is “a spiritual house” and “the king-
dom of God is not meat and drink;
but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost”
(Rom. 14:17; 1 Pet. 2:5)?

Having eliminated these false concepts, we should be in
better position to have the right concept of worship.

THE Ri1GHT CONCEPT OF WORSHIP

When we allow the Bible, and the Bible alone, to shape
our concept of spiritual things, then we will have the right
concept.

1. The nature of worship. Worship is spiritual in nature:
a. God is spiritual. “God is a Spirit: and they that worship
him must worship him in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). b.
The church is spiritual. “Ye also, as lively stones, are built
up a spiritual house . . .” (1 Pet. 2:5). c¢. We come together
to worship God in the church. Writing the Corinthians Paul
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“the kingdom
of God is not

righteousness,
folks want to go worship where they  a@nd peace,
and joy in the
Holy Ghost”

TRUTH MAGAZINE o

said, “When ye come together in the church . ..” (1 Cor.
11:18). Let us not attempt to carnalize the spiritual or spir-
itualize the carnal!

2. The object of worship. It is not graven images
(Exod. 20:3-6), not the sun, moon and stars (Deut. 4:19),
not the devil (Matt. 4:10), not men (Acts 10:25-26), not
angels (Rev. 22:8-9) — but God (John 4:24).

3. Kinds of worship. The Bible describes five kinds of
worship: Vain worship (Matt. 15:9), mock worship (Mark
15:19-20), true worship (John 4:23-24), ignorant worship
(Acts 17:23), and will worship (Col. 3:23).

4. Elements of worship. Jesus gave two ele-
ments of acceptable worship when He said, “in
spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). To worship “in
spirit” is to worship with the right disposition.
To worship “in truth” is to worship according to
God’s word, which “is truth” (John 17:17).

5. Channels of worship. Acts 2:42 and Ephe-
sians 5:19 give us the channels through which we
worship God. a. Apostles’ doctrine. That is teach-
ing. When the church at Troas was assembled for
worship, “Paul preached unto them” (Acts 20:7).
b. Fellowship. This takes in “the collection for the
saints” (1 Cor. 16:1-2). ¢. Breaking of bread. This
has reference to the Lord’s supper which consists
of unleavened bread and fruit of the vine and is observed
on the first day of the week (Matt. 26:26-29; Acts 20:7).

d. Prayers. While Peter was in prison, “prayer was made
without ceasing of the church unto God for him” (Acts
12:5). e. Singing. “Speaking to yourselves in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in
your heart to the Lord” (Eph. 5:19).

6. The day of worship. It is not the seventh day as the
Sabbath law was nailed to the cross (Exod. 20:8-11; Col.
2:14-17), but “the first day of the week” (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor.
16:1-2).

May we have the right concept of things!

John Isaac Edwards, P.O. Box 251, Ellettsville, IN 47429
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The Boy Who
Changed The World

I This engaging story reveals the incred-
ible truth that everything we do matters!
Based on The Butterfly Effect, Andy’s
timeless tale shows children that even
the smallest of our actions can affect
all of humanity. The book is beautifully
illustrated and shares the stories of
Nobel Laureate Norman Borlaug, Vice
President Henry Wallace, Inventor George Washington Carver,
and Farmer Moses Carver. Through the stories of each, a dif-
ferent butterfly will appear. The book will end with a flourish of
butterflies and a charge to the child that they, too, can be the
boy or girl who changes the world.

978-1-4003-1605-2

Really Woolly Bible Stories
by Bonnie Rickner Jensen
This case-bound padded board book makes
it easy to share important stories from God’s
Word with little children, while teaching
them about God’s shepherd-like love for
them. Bible stories include Creation, Noah,
Abraham, Moses, the Ten Commandments,
Joseph, Samson, Daniel, David and Goli-
ath, Jonah, Jesus’ Birth, Jesus Loves the Little Children, Jesus
Feeds 5,000, Jesus the Good Samaritan, Jesus Walks on Wa-
ter, Jesus’ Death & Resurrection, The Great Commission.

978-1-4003-1633-5

Really Woolly Bible

New Testament & Psalms

This collectible Baby Bible is bound in
snuggly-soft lamb’s wool!
Who wouldn’t want to give their baby this
Little Lambs New Testament featuring the
whimsical art of the Really Woolly™ brand
from DaySpring? This adorable Bible comes
complete with ribbon marker, color insert
pages, and enclosed in a beautiful gift box. It is absolutely the
most adorable baby or shower gift that every mother will love.
Features include: Presentation page for gift-giving; Baby
Record section for personalizing special details; Color insert
pages featuring Really Woolly™ characters; Ribbon-marker;
Two-piece gift box with die cut window to show the beautiful
Bible inside.

978-1-4003-0976-X

Kids Bible Dictionary

From Aaron, Abba, and abomination to
Zacchaeus, zeal, and Zion, the 1,000
entries in this colorfully illustrated diction-
ary are so captivating, your 8- to 12-year-
olds won’t want to put the book down!
Enhance their understanding of Scripture
by familiarizing them with key terms in
fun and fascinating ways. Ideal for home-
schoolers! 160 pages, softcover.
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~ }One Hand, Two Hands
Written in rhyming text and illustrated
| with the charming art of Gaby Hansen,
| this simple message of God’s bless-
ing of hands not only entertains . . . as
it teaches what wonderful things our
hands can do from scratching, latching,
and petting a pup to washing dishes
with mommy and putting toys in a box
... butit also conveys the important message: We can use
God'’s gift of hands to show our love for Him by helping others.

978-1-4003-1649-6

NKJV Designer Edition
The slim and sleek design of this designer
Pocket Bible travels fashionably with cus-
tomers anywhere. Small enough to easily
slip into a purse, backpack, or briefcase, this
Pocket Bible is our most popular compact
size and goes to church, to work, on vaca-
tion, or on a leisurely break at the coffee
shop. The trendy designs and colors make
it the perfect gift for any fashion-lover. A
presentation page is included for gift-giving, and the words of
Christ are written in red for fast recognition. This Bible is not
only fashionable but also green: it's created with environmen-
tally conscious standards and materials.

91498PK

Kids Bible Facts

Why does Abner’s tomb contain two
| skulls? Which king was eaten by worms?
Who were the bad boys who betrayed
their bratty brother? This fact-filled guide
has the answers! Colorful illustrations
and more than 800 entries on the people,
places, and ideas of Scripture will provide
hours of fun reading for your curious 8- to
12-year-olds. 160 pages, softcover.

# P AATING, .
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Kids Guide To God’s
Creation

The world’s a fascinating place for curi-
ous minds. Feed your kids’ appetite for
learning with this full-color guide to hun-
dreds of fascinating facts...and all of them
arranged according to creation-order!
Move through the six days of creation
as you learn about space, light, climate,
all sorts of cool animals, and the human body. 152 pages with
index, softcover.
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} 2011 Inspirational
Organizer & Daily Planner

Life will be simpler with this fashionable

18-month organizer and daily planner. Each

weekly calendar has space for to-do lists,

prayer requests, and a Bible reading sched-

=§ ule. There’s room in the back for prayer jour-

naling, a Scripture guide for crisis situations,
and more. Also includes a pocket in the back to store coupons,
notes, etc. The vibrant and attractive design matched with
spiral binding and elastic closure give a chic look. An incred-
ible value and makes a perfect gift—for someone else or even
yourself!

978-1-4041-8938-6
2011 Inspirational
Daily Planner

The yearly choice of thousands of loyal
consumers. With more than a quarter mil-
lion brand units sold, it is an efficient and
inspiring planner designed for daily, weekly,
and monthly agendas. The content includes
updated 365 Scripture verses and inspiring
quotes from bestselling authors. Additional
features include Web site and telephone directories, hotel/airline
800 numbers, a one-year Bible reading schedule, a crisis Scrip-
ture guide, and other handy references. It has a contemporary
design and textured leather binding. Makes a perfect gift for men
or women.

978-1-4041-8937-9

NKJV Gaint Print

Moss/Aqua Leathersoft
Premium quality, fashionable bindings and
give extraordinary value to this personal size
Bible. Both the text and the extensive refer-
ences are set in easy-to-read giant print.
Features include:
*Giant print type  *Words of Jesus in red
*Prophecies of Christ  <Presentation page
*Concordance  *Maps

*Read-Along References® and Read-Along Translations®

Leathersoft
Leathersoft (thumb indexed)

NKJV GP Mossy Oak Bible

Camouflage, Bonded Leather

Outdoor enthusiasts now have a Bible from
Mossy Oak®! The number one brand in
camouflage brings their enthusiasm for the
outdoors together with the passion for God'’s
Word. Enjoy all of God’s creation while read-
ing God’s Word!

*Mossy Oak® introductory pages

«Links to related Web sites  *Read-Along References®
*Subject headings and translation notes

*Words of Christinred +Concordance and full-color maps

90339MO
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The Heavens

Proclaim His Glory

Our world displays the handiwork of

God all around us—in the land and

sea, the animals and the plants. But

in respect to the sky, the heavens, the

universe...there’s a realm of beauty and

creation man has not been able to wit-
ness, until now. This compilation of stunning photography was
taken by NASA's Hubble® Telescope capturing striking images
of stars, galaxies, cosmic events, planets, and more. Vivid up-
close photographs are paired with a Psalm or quote, as well as
a short description of the image. The Heavens will open up a
whole new world of worship and praise for our God.

978-1-40418-958-4
T The Story Of The
r. ) | Bible

f by Larry Stone

B A y Contains over 90 illustrations and

) 23 life-sized pull-out pages

With a highly readable and color-
ful narrative covering a sweep-
ing panorama of the writing and
transmission of the Bible through
the ages. The writing of the

Old and New Testaments, the
canonization of the Scriptures,
and stories of those who gave
their lives to make the Bible available in common language—all
are reported clearly and reverently with the power of anecdotal
illustrations.

978-1-59555-119-1

THE STORY OF

' THE BIBLE

LARRY STONE

Apples to Apples
Bible Edition

G-716 $29.99

Bible Trivia
$19.99

Scattergories
G-865 $29.99
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Helping Those Who Ar

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2)

Is it not to be expected that other righteous men, like
Job, might also utter words that ought not to be spoken in
the midst of their agony? As I consider myself in com-
parison with Job, I doubt that I would endure my loads of
grief and suffering any better than Job did. Indeed, one
might expect of himself and others that they are likely to
go through the roller coaster emotions that Job experienced
when he goes through his own trials.

2. One’s friends should look beyond the words to
hear what is being said! That may appear like a contra-
diction but it is not intended to be. When Job’s friends
came to Job, for seven days they saw his miserable condi-
tion and said nothing, for whatever reason (2:11-13). In
chapter three, Job vented his pent-up emotions in a strong
lamentation. Job’s friends reacted to Job’s words, without
reacting to what he was saying. His blasphemous words
are easy to comprehend, if one will listen. Job was saying,
“I am hurting! Help me!” But, his friends reacted to Ais
words without paying attention to what he was saying. For
Job, these three men were “miserable comforters” (16:2)
and “worthless physicians” (13:4). He said,

Your maxims are proverbs of ashes;
your defenses are defenses of clay (13:12).

Their efforts to defend God were worthless. Job sarcas-
tically replied to them saying,

No doubt you are the people,
and wisdom will die with you (12:2).

I have heard many things;
miserable comforters are you all.
Shall windy words have an end?
Or what provokes you that you answer?
T also could speak as you do,
if you were in my place;
I could join words together against you
and shake my head at you (16:2-4).
On the other hand, Job said,

I could strengthen you with my mouth,
and the solace of my lips would assuage your pain
(16:5).
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When you are in the presence of some saint who gives
vent to his pain in harsh words toward God, how do you
react? What kind of comforter are you? Hopefully, we
hear what they are saying (“I am hurting”) and provide the
support they need, using our words to make their suffering
easier. Rather than trying to enter with them into a theologi-
cal argument about why they are suffering, which is what
Job’s friends did, let us respond to their needs.

These comments are not intended to minimize the
blasphemous words that Job used against God. God called
Job to account for his words which led Job to repent of his
sinful speech. Suffering men, like all other men, must give
account for their words. However, engaging one who is
suffering in theological debate was not the appropriate reac-
tion from Job’s friends. They could discuss such issues at
another time; he needed their comfort and help at the time.
They needed to react to Job’s suffering, to help him endure
its pain.
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCHES |5t

The following congregations have paid for advertising in Truth Magazine. Inclusion of churches in this list is not an attempt by Truth Magazine to
certify their faithfulness to God. We do believe the vast majority are striving to uphold the Word in faith and practice.

520-622-8986

www.tucsonchurchofchrist.com

TUCSON, AZ
Tucson Church of Christ
. 2020 N Forbes Blvd., Suite 107
Shop online at Bible Study 9.0 AM.
Worship 10:00 A.M. B K
Evening 5:00 PM. o O S
trutthOkS.net Wednesday 7:00 PM.

ALAMEDA, CA
BATESVILLE, AR Alameda Church of Christ
Church of Christ Quail Valley 2167 Santa Clara Ave.
See 4104 E. Harrison St. Bible Study ~ 9:45 AM.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M. Worship 10:50 A.M.
YOUR Worship 10:45 A M. Evening 6:00 PM.
Evening 5:00 PM. ‘Wednesday 7:30 PM.
] Wednesday 7:00 PM. Evangelist:
ad here . Evangelist: Leonard Westbrook Olen Holderby
(870) 612-8409 or 698-0542 (510) 523-9547
www.alamedacoc.org

MADISON, AL
Hughes Road at Goolch Lane BELLELOWER, CA

Church of Christ )
Rose Ave. Church of Christ

1550 Hughes Rd. 17903 Ibbetson A
Bible Study 9:00 AM. Place Your ) etson Ave.

. Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M. Worship 10:50 A-M.
e A Ad Today! B G00EM.

Y e Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: Frank Walton
(256) 830-1654
www.teachingtruth.org

(562) 866-5615

MOBILE, ALxWest Mobile CONWAY, AR ?s:yrj geg::rzzl(\g’ll(ezﬁ

Church of Christ Hwy. 65 Church of Christ ey

§ y Church of Christ

129 Hillcrest Rd. 271 Highway 65N 7054 Winnetka Ave.
Bible Study 9:30 A M. Bible Study 9:00 AM. . ‘

. . Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M. Worship 10:00 A.M. ;

. . ‘Worship 10:45 A.M.

Evening 6:00 PM. Evening 5:00 PM. Afternoon 2:30 PM
Wednesday 7:00 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM. Wednesday 7:30 PM.

(251) 342-4144 or 342-2041

Evangelist: Bruce Reeves
Bldg: (501) 336-0052

Minister: Bruce Evans (818)795-5566
Spanish congregation (818)701-0112

Carroll Puckett 288-1461;
Charles Martin 283-2983;
Bob Smith 334-277-1904

Evangelist: Shawn Chancellor

(479) 870-648-2898 or 782-0588

DUBLIN, CA

HELP MONTGOMERY, AL  CONWAVAR Tri-Valley Church of Christ

800 Perry Hill Rd. Prince Street Church of Christ 11873 Dublin Blvd.

VACATIONING | BibleStudy = 9:00 AM 2655 Prince St. (Hwy. 60) Dublin, CA 94568
Worshi 10:00 A.M. Bible Study 9:00 A.M. Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
CHRISTIANS Orstip A Worship 10:00 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M.
Tvening Bty Evening 6:00 PM. Evening 5:00 PM.
FIND YOUR Eevarrllegselia;}tl- Jeff Henderson, Wednesday 7:00 PM. Wednesday 7:30 PM.
PLACE OF WORSHIP| 244-1675, 277-9155, 271-4679 (501) 339-6917 Eva“g(egl‘;;‘) ;‘;;hggg‘ggms

MONTGOMERY, AL
Eastbrook Church of Christ FT. SMITH, AR EL CAIC(})II::CS}? OI? ggﬁgo’ CA

650 Coliseum Blvd. South 46th St. 523 S. Johnson Ave

Bible Study 9:00 A.M. Church of Christ B Ca‘-on CA 92020
Worship 10:00 AM. 2323 South 46th St. Bible Sy 000 AM
Evening 5:00 PM. Bible Study 9:45 A.M. Worshi Y 1 0: 00 A.M'
Wednesday 6:00 PM. Worship 10:30 A.M. Eveninp 6:00 PM.
Bldg: (334) 272-4232 Evening 5:00 PM. Wednegda 7:00 PM
Evangelist: Brian Moore 279-1077 Wednesday 7:00 PM. EvangeliZt‘ John M.ullig.an.

(619) 444-6106
(619) 922-0395

FOLSOM, CA

NORTHPORT, AL HARRISON, AR Church of Christ
Northwood Church of Christ Capps Rd. Church of Christ 900 E. Natomas St.
4601 Northwood Estates Dr. 407 Bella Vista Dr. P.O. Box 492
Bible Study 9:30 AM. Bible Study 9:30 A M. Worship 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:20 A.M. Worship 10:15 A.M. Bible Study 5:00 PM.
Evening 5:00 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. Wednesday 7:30 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM. Evangelist: David Posey

Evangelist: David Hartselle

Evangelist: Norman E. Sewell
741-9104 or 741-5151

(530) 676-9514 or
(916) 608-4866
www.folsomchurch.com
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CALIFORNIA

THROUGH

GEORGIA

(302) 672-7087
www.delawarebiblestudies.com

MIAMI, FL

Evangelist: V.C. McCormick
(352) 796-9803

(850) 622-3817
www.southwaltonchurchofchrist.com

Evangelist: Mark Copeland
(407) 931-1725 or 348-0300

Evangelists: Marc W. Gibson
Don Hastings (863) 688-4336

(305) 233-9590 or
(954) 430-1437

Evangelist: James P. Needham
(407) 277-7931 or 628-2995
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MONTROSE, CO KEY LARGO, FL
San Juan church of Christ Key Largo Church of Christ HELP
1414 Hawk Parkway, Unit C 100695 N. Overseas Hwy.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M. 33037 m.m. 100.7 on US 1 VACATIONING
Worship 11:00 A.M. Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Evening 2:00 PM. Worship 11:00 A.M. CHRISTIANS
Wednesday 6:30 PM. Evening 6:00 PM.
Evangelist: Richard Thetford ‘Wednesday 7:00 PM. FIND YOUR
(970) 626-5558 or (970) 249-8116 Evangelist: William LeDent
www.sanjuanchurchofchrist.org (305) 451-1194 PLACE OF WORSHIP
SEFFNER, FL
KISSIMMEE, FL Church of Christ
Church of Christ
621 E. Wheeler Rd.
2431 Fortune Rd, Bible Stud 10:00 AM
Place Your Bible Study  9:30 AM. tudy 00 AM.
Worshi Worship 10:50 A.M.
‘orship 10:30 A.M. .
Ad Todav! Evening 6:00 PM. a‘,’i‘i“ng 8 gfgg gﬁ'
Y' Wednesday 7:30 PM. ednesday o

Evangelist: Bobby Witherington
(813) 684-1297
www.seffnercoc.org

DOVER, DE LAKELAND, FL TAMPA, FL
Kent-Sussex Church of Christ Lakeland Hills Blvd. Central Church of Christ
2041 South DuPont Hwy Church of Christ 2701 E. Fowler Ave (in the Clarion)
Bible Study 10:00 A.M. 2510 Lakeland Hills Blvd. Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M. Bible Study 9:00 A.M. Worship 9:50 AM.
Evening 6:00 PM. Worship 9:50 A.M. Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. Wednesday 7:30 PM.
‘Wednesday 7:30 PM. John Lockaby (813) 833-5786

John Trimble (813) 914-0546
Tom O’Neal (813) 625-5651

Church of Christ MERRITT ISLAND, FL ZEPHYRHILLS, FL
. . Lo Church of Christ Church of Christ
Eglise du Christ de Miami 12 Pl S 444 4th S
8343 NE 3rd Ct. o 12 Plumosa St o a4t
a Bible Study 10:00 A.M. Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M. ;
Worshi 11:00 A M ‘Worship 11:00 A.M. Assembly 10:30 A.M.
Wed.nefda ,7"00 P.M. Evening 6:00 P.M. Evening 6:00 P.M.
MinistZr et Ic.:)se h . Wednesday 7:30 PM. ‘Wednesday 7:30 PM.
e P (321) 453-3320 (813) 788-9587
MIAMI, FL
BRONSON, FL > . CENTERVILLE, GA
Church of Christ Flagle(rl\g;):t?::r;h;ifhmt Centerville Church of Christ
894 E. Hathaway (Hwy. 27A) 500 N.W. 53r d}jkve 250 Collins Ave. (Near Robins AFB)
Bible Study 10:00 A.M. X o X Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
. Bible Study 10:00 A.M. )
Worship 11:00 A.M. . Worship 11:00 A.M.
. ‘Worship 11:00 A.M. .

Evening 6:00 PM. Evenin 6:00 PM Evening 6:00 PM.
Thursday 7:00 PM. 8 AN DA Wednesday 7:30 PM.
. ‘Wednesday 7:30 PM. A .

Evengelist: John Zellner K N Evangelist: J. Wiley Adams
8 Evangelist: John Buttrick 8 Y
(352) 528-3058 e 05) 6345924 (478) 922-1158
BROOKSVILLE, FL ML EL CONYERS, GA
Church of Chris urch of Christ Rockdale Church of Christ
urch of Christ 12780 Quail Roost Dr.
604 W. Fort Dade Ave. . - East' Metro Atlanta, 705 Smyrna Rd.
. Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M. ) .
Worshi Worship 10:30 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M.
orship 10:50 A.M. Eveni 100 PM. Eveni 530 PM
Evening 6:00 PM. vening 6:00 PM. vening :30 PM.
Wednesd 30 PM. ‘Wednesday 7:30 PM. Wednesday 7:30 PM.
ednesday 7:30 PM. Evangelist: Clark Pace Forrest Bacon, elder (770) 918-1932;

‘Wendell Holland, elder (770) 761-6987;,
Building (770) 929-3973

CHIPLEY, FL CORDELE, GA
i Crisp County Church of Christ
Sanrch of Christ To make changes P 120 Emmaus Road
) yard Rd. Bible Study  10:00 A.M
Bible Study  9:30 AM. to your ad, Worship 1100 AM.
Worslhlp 10:30 A.M. Wednesday 7:00 PM.
s\\f,eélmgd ggg ﬁﬁ B o o KS contact us at Evangelist: Jimmy Tuten
ednesday :00 PM. irections: -
6382 a_ndy@truthbooks.net Call for dl(r;;tgl)ol;;z(égz)gﬂ 1964
www.chipleychurch.com (229) 3263715
DELAND, FL ORLANDO, FL PINEcﬁTﬁ{ Xé‘éﬁi‘f o
North Blvd. Church of Christ Pine Hills Church of Christ Route 116 (near
823 N. Woodland Blvd. 890 Hastings St. Callaway Gardens)
Bible Study 930 A.M. Bible Study  10:00 A.M. Bible Stucr T 10:00 AM
Worship 10:30 A.M. Worship 11:00 A.M. Worshi Y 11:00 A M.
Evening 5:30 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. Eveninp 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 PM. Wednesday 7:30 PM. Wednegda 7:30 PM.
Evangelist: Jack Owen Evangelist: Ray West Evangelist. Tommy W. Thomas
(386) 734-6907 or 734-4311 (407) 293-2851 or 290-8650 (70§) 628-5117 Zr 628-5229
SAVANNAH, GA
DESTIN, FL ) ORLANDO, FL . Costal Church of Christ
South Walton Church of Christ Azalea Park Church of Christ 7201 Johnny Mercer Blvd
64 Casting Lake Rd. 6800 Lake Underhill Rd. Bibtestude S 0:00 A M
Bible Study  9:00 AM. Bible Study  9:30 AM. Worhio 1100 AM.
Worship 10:00 A M. Worship 1030 AM. Wodnenda 630 BM.
Evening 6:00 PM. Evening 400 M, Evan, };list Ron ‘Nels;on‘
Wednesday 7:00 PM. Wednesday 7:30 PM. selst:

ronnelson@embarqmail.com
(912) 306-4631
www.coastalchurchofchrist.com
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PALATINE, IL
Church of Christ
(N.W. Chicago Suburb)
1050 N. Deer Ave.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
‘Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.
(847) 967-9667

CLARKSVILLE, IN
Clarksville Church of Christ
407 Lewis and Clark Pkw.
Bible Study 9:30 AM.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.
Evangelist: Kipp Campbell
(812) 941-0747 or 944-2305
KCampbell@earthlink.net
Elders: 944-1878 or 948-9917

ELLETTSVILLE, IN
Church of Christ

303 W. Temperance St.
Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
‘Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.
Evangelist: John Isaac Edwards

(812) 876-2285

HAMMOND, IN
Woodmar Church of Christ
2133 169th St.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
‘Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
‘Wednesday 7:00 PM.
(219) 845-8942

Place Your
Ad Today!

HOBART, IN
Church of Christ
300 N. Liberty St.
Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.
Evangelist: Jerry Cleek
(219) 942-2663

INDIANAPOLIS, IN
Castleton Church of Christ
7701 East 86th St., 46256
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.
(317) 842-3613

JAMESTOWN, IN
Church of Christ
(1 Mi. south of I-74)

Cor. Darlington & Mill Sts.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:25 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: David Halbrook

(765) 676-6404 or (317) 892-6285

MARION, IN
South Marion Church of Christ
3629 S. Washington St.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.
Evangelist: Alan Jones
(765)-922-7602

MUNCIE, IN
Church of Christ
301 N. Calvert Ave.
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.
Evangelist: Kevin Sulc
(765) 284-5299 or 286-5488

1-800-428-0121

GEORGIA

THROUGH

MAINE

LENEXA, KS
Lenexa Church of Christ
7845 Cottonwood
Bible Study 9:30 A M.
‘Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Jim Stauffer
(913) 631-6519 or 764-9170

REGINA, KY

Road Creek Church of Christ
7 miles west of Elkhorn City

on Route 460 & Route 80
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:50 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

(606) 754-9883, 754-8642

or 754-5398

TOPEKA, KS
17" Street Church of Christ
5600 SW 17" St.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

(785) 235-8687 or 273-7977
www.17thstreetchurchofchrist.org

BATON ROUGE, LA
Park Forest Church of Christ
9923 Sunny Cline Dr.
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.
Evangelist: Bill Crews
275-4684 or 273-1105

truth

BOOKS

BOSSIER CITY, LA
Bossier Church of Christ
2917 Foster
Bible Study 9:30 A M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.
(318) 747-4308 or 742-4557

WICHITA, KS
Westside Church of Christ
2626 W. 47th St. South
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Mike O'Neal
(316) 729-9302 or 942-1649
www.cocwestside.com

HELP

VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR
PLACE OF WORSHIP

AUSTIN, KY
Peter’s Creek Church of Christ
856 Thomerson Park Rd.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening (Nov-Mar) 5:00 PM.
Evening (Apr-Oct)  6:00 PM.
Evangelist: Justin Monts
(270) 404-2171 or 646-0498
www.peterscreekcoc.com

LEESVILLE, LA
White Park Church of Christ
17801 Nolan Trace; 20 mi. from
Fort Polk (5 mi. W. of Leesville)

Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:35 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

(337) 239-4614
www.whiteparkchurchofchrist.org

BEAVER DAM, KY
Church of Christ
1235 Williams St.
‘Worship 10:00 A.M.
Bible Study  After Worship
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Mike Thomas
(270) 274-4451 or 274-4486

BOWLING GREEN, KY
Eastside Church of Christ
1706 Smallhouse Rd
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:25 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wed.  10:00 A.M. &7:00 PM.
Evangelist: Gary Kerr
(270) 843-9925
www.mightyisthelord.com

BOWLING GREEN, KY
West End Church of Christ
300 Blue Level Rd., 42101

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
‘Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelists: Todd Chandler &
Lowell Sallee (270) 842-7880
www.westendchurch.com

BRANDENBURG, KY
Brandenburg Church of Christ
612 Broadway
Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
Wednesday 6:30 PM.

Evangelist: Charles J. White
(270) 422-3878

TRUTH MAGAZINE ¢

MANY, LA
Lakeside Church of Christ
12095 Texas Hwy. (Hwy. 6 W.)
12 miles west of Many

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.
(318) 256-9396
STONEWALL, LA
N. DeSoto Church of Christ
2071 Highway 171
(South of Shreveport)
‘Worship 9:00 A.M.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Steve Bobbitt
(318) 925-2733

WEBSTER, MA
Church of Christ Webster
168 Main St.

Sunday Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Worship  10:30 A.M.
Wed Bible Study Call for details

(401) 440-5117
Preacher: Robert Weltzin

PORTLAND, ME

Church of Christ

856 Brighton Ave.
(Breakwater School)

Leave Maine Turnpike at Exit 48
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.

Second service immediately follow-

ing morning worship. Mid-week

Bible Study—Please call for times &

places (207) 839-3075 or 839-8409
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CLINTON, MS ST. JAMES, MO
McRaven Rd. Church of Christ Church of Christ
301 McRaven Rd. (120, exit 36) 685 Sidney St. To make changes
Bible Study 10:00 A.M. Bible Study 9:30 AM. to your ad
Worship 11:00 A.M. Worship 10:15 A.M. >
Evening 6:00 PM. Evening 6:30 PM. contact us at B o o Ks
Wednesday 7:30 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM.
Evangelist: Leonard White Evangelist: Lynn Huggins andy@trumbOOks'net

(601) 925-9757 or 924-2645

(573) 265-8628

ST. JOSEPH, MO

COLUMBUS, MS
‘Woodlawn Church of Christ County Line Church of Christ Gra: SH g:ilgltfcsﬁ Sfcchrist
359 Sanders Mills Rd. Steen 2727 County Line Rd. Gyra s Community Bld
Bible Study ~ 9:00 A.M. BibleStudy  9:30 AM. Y sehonl Road &
Worship 9:45 A.M. Worship 10:20 A.M. Worship 10 am
Evening 6:00 PM. Evening 5:30 PM. Bible Stul:i 1lam
Wednesday 7:30 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM. (910) 321¥9()23

Evangelist: Willis Logan
(601) 356-6629

(816) 279-4737
www.countylinechurchofchrist.com

(910) 424-2372

GULFPORT, MS ST. JOSEPH, MO
Morris Rd. Church of Christ Prairie Hills Church of Christ MARION, NC
1blk. N. of Dedeaux Rd. & 14273 County Rd. 307 (.7 mi. E Hwy. 70 Church of Christ
3 Rivers Rd. on Morris Rd. of Intersection 1-29 & Hwy. 169) 18 Peachtree St.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M. Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M. Worship 10:50 A.M. Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M. Evening 6:30 PM. Evening 4:00 PM.
‘Wednesday 7:00 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM. ‘Wednesday 7:00 PM.
Evangelist: Don Davis (816) 233-6485 (828) 652-7504
(228) 832-5529 Evangelist: Erik Smith
BEAVERCREEK, OH
MERIDIAN, MS BEATRICE, NE Knollwood Church of Christ
Gra;gg?)egrgﬁs‘ff:”oi‘ih““ Church of Christ 1031 Welford Dr.
. . 7th and Bell Bible Stud: 9:30 A.M.
a‘,ble Study  10:00 AM. Bible Study ~ 9:00 A.M. P lace Your Worship T oA
orship 11:00 A.M. .
Evening 6:00 PM. Wors_hlp 10:00 A.M. A d T d 1 Afternoon 3:00 PM.
Wednesday 6:30 PM. Evening 6:30 PM. 0 ay. Wed. Afterpoon 1:00 PM.
233-4102 or 228-3827 Wed. Evening 7:30 PM.

(601) 482-0543 or (601) 679-8542

youngins@omcast.net

www.churchofchrist7bell.com

(937) 426-1422
www.knollwoodchurch.org

MERIDIAN, MS LAS VEGAS, NV CINCINNATI, OH
7th St. Church of Christ Vegas Dr. Church of Christ Church of Christ
2914 7th St. 3816 Vegas Drive Bible Stud 10:00 A.M
Bible Study 9:00 A.M. Bible Study 9:00 A.M. Wordin 1045 AM.
Worship 10:00 A.M. Worship 10:00 A.M. Eveninp 6'_00 P.M.
Evening 5:00 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. Wodnes say 200 M.
Wednesday 6:30 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM. Evang:elist: Russell DLllnaw;ay‘ It
(601) 483-3101 (702) 648-4827 QoL 3174
SOUTHAVEN, MS CLEVELAND, OH
(Memphis area) Cent }lgﬁl 0’}?1 ‘; Christ Lorain Ave. Church of Christ
. Church of Christ 2450 Wrael Wae ste. A 13501 Lorain Ave.
2110 E State Line Rd. (Exit I-55) . Y, Ste. Bible Stud 10:00 A.M.
Bible Stud 9:00 A.M Y
Bible Study 9:30 AM. Worship y 10:00 AM. Worship 11:00 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M. . DA Evening 6:00 PM.
trutthOks'ne Wednesday 7:00 PM. a/e(linng ol ;gg }Eﬁ Wednesday 7:30 PM.
Evangelist: James A. Brown € nezT%) 786—282.38 o (216) 476-0660 or
(662) 342-1132 - Church Building (330) 725-3960, 723-0111
BLUE SPRINGS, MO ) SPARKS, NV ) COLUMBUS, OH
Southside Church of Christ Sierra Nevada Church of Christ Laurel Canyon
4000 SW Christiansen Bile o128 Pyramid Way Church of Christ
Bible Study 9:30 A.M. W ehF“ Y o AM 409 McNaughton Rd.
Worship 10:20 A.M. Evening 600 PM. Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM. Mende 7:30 PM. Worship 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday 7:30 PM. Evangzlist: Ross Trii)lett; St Evening 6:00 PM.
Evangelist: Jim Bailey (775) 972-4911 Wednesday 7:00 PM.
(816) 228-9262 retriplett@tripletweb.com (614)868-1375 www.lccoc.net
CAPE GIRARDEAU, MO
North Cape Church of Christ PISCATAWAY, NJ V?,‘:;E‘;Ifglg;
121 S. Broadview St. Suite 2 258 Highland Ave. 28 W, Main Street
Cape Girardeau, MO 63703 Bible Study 9:15 A M. Bible Stud . 9:30 AM
Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Bible Classes ~ 10:00 A.M. Wordin T 1005 AM.
Worship 10:30 A.M. Worship 11:00 A.M. Wednefda 7'_00 P.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M. Wednesday 7:30 PM. Evangelis ¥ Michael Grashon
‘Wednesday 7:00 PM. Evangelist: Gary P. Eubanks (937) 866:5162 or 434-3090
Evangelist: Jerry Lee Westbrook (732) 463-1323 E-mail:
(573)334.9673 -mail: www.wc-coc.org
VAUXHALL, NJ FRANKLIN, OH
Easggi‘gxlfiﬂ,ogl&rist . Church of Christ Church of Christ
5051 Ponderosa SlleCl'lbe Milbourn Mall Suite 6 6417 Franklin/Lebanon Rd.
Columbia. MO 65201 1 2933 Vauxhall Rd. State Route 123
. ' Today! Bible Study  10:00 AM. Bible Study  10:00 AM.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M. . Worshi 11:00 A-M Worshi 10:45 AM
Worship 11:00 A.M. Truth Magazine orstip vl orstip o A
Evening 6:00 PM Evening 6:00 PM. Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesda 7:00 P'M. 1-800-428-0121 Wednesday 7:30 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM.
445.5 4};7 or 63 6-.022;1 : Evangelist: Harry A. Persaud Evangelist: Eston Vandever
(908) 964-8570 (937) 746-1249 or (513) 422-2466
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NORTHWOOD, OH
(Toledo Area)
Church of Christ
4110 Frey Rd.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.
Evangelist: Donald Jarabek
893-3566 or 691-0688

UHRICHSVILLE, OH
Church of Christ
638 Parrish Street
Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:30 PM.
Mid-week 6:30 PM.

To make changes

andy@truthbooks.net

WAVERLY, OH
207 Mullins St.

Church of Christ
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 5:30 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.
(740) 947-7122 or 289-3401

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK
Seminole Pointe Church of Christ
16300 N. May Ave.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.
Evangelist: John M. Duvall
(405) 340-3189 or 513-6691
www.seminolepointecofc.org

TULSA, OK
Woodland Hills Church of Christ
9119 E. 61 St.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Ross Oldenkamp
(918) 252-1220

MEDFORD, OR
Church of Christ
1850 Spring St.
(Roxy Ann Grange Hall)
Corner of Spring/Valley View
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
Thursday 7:00 PM.
Evangelist: Dean Blackwell
(541) 773-2649

SWEET HOME, OR
Church of Christ
3702 E. Long St.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:30 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Building: (541) 367-1599

AVONDALE, PA
Avondale Church of Christ
1606 Glen Willow Rd.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

(610) 268-2088
Rex Cornwell (970) 667-3507
Randy Frame (610) 869-4146

EXTON, PA
Exton Church of Christ
217 N. Whitford Rd.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.
363-8042

1-800-428-0121

COLUMBIA, TN
Jackson Hts. Church of Christ
1200 Nashville Hwy.,

Hwy. 3IN

Bible Study 9:15 A.M.
Worship 10:15 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Mid-week 7:00 PM.
Evangelist: Andrew Roberts
(931) 388-6811
COLUMBIA, TN
Mooresville Pike Church of Christ
417 Mooresville Pike

(.8 mi. N. of Hwy. 50/Jas. Campbell)
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

(931) 388-5828; 381-7898; 380-1226
www.mooresvillepikecoc.com

to your ad,
contact us at

e/

DAYTON, TN
Rhea Church of Christ

1367 Market Street, Suite 2
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 2:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

(423) 285-7005 or 334-4606

www.rheachurchofchrist.com

FAIRVIEW, TN
New Hope Church of Christ
7500 Jingo Road
Bible Study 9:00 AM.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.
Evangelist: Shannon Shaffer
(615) 289-1721 or 799-0162
www.newhopecoc.com

JACKSON, TN
Sunset View Church of Christ
3618 Hwy 70 East
(Exit 87 off 1-40, 7mi. @ Spring Creek)
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.
Evangelist: Steve Wilkerson
(731) 987-2200 or 968-9851

JOHNSON CITY, TN
Brookmead Church of Christ
2428 Lakeview Drive
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: Kevin Kay
423-282-6251 or 426-1836

KINGSTON SPRINGS, TN
Kingston Springs Church of Christ
350 North Main St.

Bible Study 9:00 AM.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.
Evangelist: Dan King, Sr.
(615) 952-5720 or 662-7626

KNOXVILLE, TN
Chapman Hwy. Church of Christ
7604 Chapman Hwy.

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.

Worship 11:00 A.M.

Evening 6:00 PM.

Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: Tim Shepherd
(865) 573-6638
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ROCKWOOD, TN
Church of Christ
Highway 70 East

5080 Roane State Hwy.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Cecil Belcher
(865) 717-3654

HELP

VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS
FIND YOUR
PLACE OF WORSHIP

SHELBYVILLE, TN

El Bethel Church of Christ
1801 Hwy. 41-A North
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 9:50 A.M.
Evening 5:30 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.
Evangelist: Donnie V. Rader
(931) 685-1113 or 931-607-9099
dvrader@hughes.net

SHELBYVILLE, TN
Shelbyville Mills Church of Christ
1222 W Jackson St.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.
Evangelist: Jeff Curtis
Phone: 931-607-9118
e-mail: dcurtis6218@charter.net

TULLAHOMA, TN
Church of Christ
1625 W. Lincoln St.
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Jim Mickells
(931) 455-0273 or 563-7312

ALLEN, TX
West Allen Church of Christ

1414 W. Exchange Blvd.

(2 miles w. of Hwy. 75)
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 9:50 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: Jerry King
(214) 504-0443 (972) 727-5355 (bldg)

ALVARADO, TX
1-35 Church of Christ
(E. Service Rd. of I-35, N. of

Alvarado)
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.
(817) 295-7277 or 790-7253
ALVIN, TX
Adoue St. Church of Christ
605 E. Adoue St.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: Mark Mayberry
(281) 331-4953 or (832) 837-9038

ANGELTON, TX
Kiber St. Church of Christ
P.O. Box 1162
Bible Study 9:30 A M.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 5:30 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Zeke Flores
(979) 849-8376
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DUNCANVILLE, TX

'Whispering Hills Church of Christ

2126 S Main
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

(972) 298-2522
info@whchurchofchrist.net

EDNA, TX

301 Robison
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
‘Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

(361) 782-5506 or 782-2844

Elders: S.A. Mercer & S. Wilson

Evangelist: Heath Rogers
Elders: R. Dunham, J. MercersS.
Mercer, G. Nordin, S. Wilson

EL PASO, TX
Eastridge Church of Christ
3277 Pendleton Road
Bible Study 9:30 AM.
‘Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:30 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

(915) 855-1524

FORT WORTH, TX
Woodmont Church of Christ
6417 Landview (at Altamesa)

Worship 9:30 A.M.
Bible Study ~ 11:00 A.M.
Afternoon 5:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: Jeff S. Smith
(817) 292-4908 or 426-2242
woodmontchurch.org

FORT WORTH, TX
‘West Side Church of Christ

6110 White Settlement Rd. 76114

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
‘Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

(817) 738-7269

FRISCO, TX
(North Dallas-Plano)
4220 Preston Rd. (Holiday Inn)
Call for times of services.

Glenn Henderson (972) 378-3621

Rex Payne (972) 740-1486
Al Payne (972) 712-9274

GRANBURY, TX
Old Granbury Rd. Church of
Christ
4313 Old Granbury Rd.
Bible Study 9:30 A M.
‘Worship 10:30 AM.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
‘Wednesday 7:00 PM.
(817) 573-6878

HOUSTON, TX
Fry Rd. Church of Christ
2510 Fry Road (77084)

Bible Study 9:30 A M.

Worship 10:20 A.M.

Evening 6:00 PM.

‘Wednesday 7:30 PM.
Bob Pulliam

(281) 832-4633

HOUSTON, TX
Bellaire Church of Christ
8001 South Rice Ave.

Worship 9:30 A.M.
Bible Study 10:45 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

www.bellairechurchofchrist.org

(713) 668-4810

TRUTH MAGAZINE
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MANSFIELD, TX
Northside Church of Christ
1820 Mansfield-Webb Road

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
‘Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Evangelists:Tom Roberts
(817) 466-3160

COLONIAL HEIGHTS/
PETERSBURG, VA
Appomatox church of Christ

117 Orange Avenue (Ft. Lee Area)

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:30 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: Lenny Chapman

(804) 526-6464 or (804) 675-0216

MCcKINNEY, TX
Central Church of Christ
1805 White Ave.
Bible Study 9:30 AM.
‘Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
‘Wednesday 7:00P.M.

Evangelist: Jack Howard IIT
(214) 544-3035

NEWPORT NEWS, VA

Harpersville Rd. Church of Christ

315 Harpersville Rd.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

(757) 595-9564

MESQUITE, TX
(East Dallas)
Westlake Church of Christ
427 Gross Rd., 75149

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: Ashley Sharkey
(972) 285-1610

RICHMOND (Metro), VA
Courthouse Church of Christ

Courthouse Rd. at Double Creek Ct.|

(2.2 miles S of Rt. 288)

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evang: Gene Tope (804) 790-1629
www.courthousechurchofchrist.com

MIDLAND, TX
Woodcrest Drive Church of Christ
1401 Woodcrest Drive
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
‘Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: Danny Hooper
(432) 689-0955
(432) 694-3482

RICHMOND, VA
Forest Hill Church of Christ
1208 W. 41st St.

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.

Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:30 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: Jack Bise, Jr.
(804) 233-5959

NACOGDOCHES, TX
Stallings Dr. Church of Christ
3831 N.E. Stallings Dr.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
‘Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
‘Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelists: Randy Harshbarger &

Jay Taylor

RICHMOND, VA

‘West End
4909 Patterson Ave.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 5:30 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: Stacy Crim
(804) 358-7933

ODESSA, TX

Crescent Park Church of Christ

1415 Royalty
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.
Evangelist: Dale Garrison
(432) 366-5071 or 413-7759

RIDGEWAY, VA
Church of Christ
2970 Old Leaksville Rd.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:30 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Robert Byrd
(276) 956-6049

PLANO, TX
(North Dallas Suburb)
Spring Creek Church of Christ
2100 W. Spring Creek Pkwy.

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

(972) 517-5582 or 231-3748
www.planochurch.org

ROANOKE, VA
Blue Ridge Church of Christ
929 Indiana Ave. N.E.

5 min. from Roanoke Convention

Center
1st Lesson 9:15 A.M.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.
(540) 344-2755

RED OAK, TX

Methodist Street Church of Chris

211 Methodist St.
Bible Study 9:30 A M.
‘Worship 10:30 AM.
Evening 5:00 PM.
‘Wednesday 7:00 PM.
(972) 576-3119 or 363-7672
info@methodiststreet
churchofchrist.com

STAFFORD, VA
Stafford Church of Christ
767 Jefferson Davis Hwy.

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.
Evanglist: Mark McNabb
(540) 379-4915

ROSENBERG, TX
Church of Christ
908 Frost St.
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
‘Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
‘Wednesday 7:00 PM.
Evangelist: Jason Trick
Bldg: (281) 232-4425
Cell: (832) 228-8973

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA
Southside Church of Christ
5652 Haden Rd.

Worship 11:00 A.M.

Robert Mallard
(757) 464-4574

e NOVEMBER 2010

TRUTHBOOKS.NET




VIRGINIA

DIRECTORY OF CHURCHES

OVERSEAS

CHARLESTON, WV
Church of Christ
873 Oakwood Rd.
Bible Study  10:00 AM. ®
‘Worship 10:50 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: Jonathan Chaffin
(304) 989-7316 or 342-5637
www.oakwoodroad.com

subscription to
Truth Magazine
NOW AVAILABLE!

CLARKSBURG, WV
Westside Church of Christ
Davisson Run Road

Sunday Morning ~ 9:30 A.M.

(304) 622-5433

FAIRMONT, WV
. Eastside Church of Christ
Subscribe 1929 Morgantown Ave.
Today! Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
. ‘Worship 10:45 A.M.
Truth Magazme Evening 6:00 PM.
‘Wednesday 7:00 PM.

1-800-428-0121

(304) 363-8054

truth

BOOKS

12 ISSUES ceeeveeeereennneceeeneeeeeennes $7.50

MOUNDSVILLE, WV
Church of Christ (PDF format)
210 Cedar St.
Shop online at | sibeesudy  s30am.
‘Worship 10:30 A.M.
truthbooks.net | brening 6:30 PM.
Mid-week 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: Brian Price
(304) 845-2820, 845-4940

MOUNDSVILLE, WV

Roberts Ridge Church of Christ
Bible Study 9:45 A M.
‘Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:30 PM.

‘Wednesday 7:30 PM.
B o o Ks Don Terrill: (304) 845-2344
Mail to: Sam Wood (304) 845-2202
406 Jefferson Ave.

Glen Dale, WV 26038

subscription to

Truth Magazine

PARKERSBURG, WV

Marrtown Church of Christ 1 2 I 20 00
825 Marrtown Road
e arrown Road SSUES .vvvrusnranrassassssnssnsanes $20.
Worship 10:15 A.M. (new subscription)
Evening 7:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

(304) 861-0342 or 422-7458
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Truth Commentaries Set

Jeremiah & Lamentations | John A. Humphries Galatians Mike Willis
Minor Prophets Vol. 1 Various Authors 80097 | $28.99 | Ephesians Colly Caldwell 80056 | $16.99
Minor Prophets Vol. 2 Various Authors 80098 | $23.99 | Philippians & Colossians | Walton Weaver 80057 | $21.99
Mark L.A. Stauffer 80257 | $19.99 | 1-2 Tim., Titus, Philemon | Marshall Patton 82003 | $18.99
John Daniel H. King, Sr. | 80061 | $21.99 | Hebrews Daniel H. King, Sr 80438 | $19.99
Acts Johnny Stringer | 80256 | $24.99 | 1 Peter Clinton Hamilton 80058 | $19.99
Romans Clinton Hamilton | 80254 | $26.99 | 2 Peter & Jude Clinton Hamilton 80059 | $19.99
1 Corinthians Mike Willis 80054 | $19.99 |1, 2, 3, John Daniel H. King, Sr. 80352 | $15.99
Robert Harkrider

2 Corinthians Revelation

Melvin Curry

Samuel by Colly Caldwell
by Bob Waldron






