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Please Enjoy this Special Issue 
on Congregational Drifting
By Joe R. Price

By definition, drifting begins 
gradually. Drifting implies 
movement away from a 
given location or point. It 

is almost imperceptible at first, yet 
real. Without correction, drifting 
becomes extreme, as when an 
object adrift in the ocean ends up far 
from its original position. Similarly, 
Christians can drift away from the sure 
foundation of Christ and His truth. 

The Scriptures warn Christians 
of drifting from the Son of God. The 
possibility that we go with the flow and 
drift away from divine truth is a constant 
reminder to “give the more earnest heed 
to the things we have heard” (Heb. 2:1). 

Warnings against drifting from the 
faith are not new or irrelevant. Since we 
can “fall from our own steadfastness” it 
is imperative that we examine ourselves 
to know whether we are in the faith or 
have drifted from it (2 Pet. 3:17; 2 Cor. 
13:5). Faithful New Testament Christians 
welcome such Biblical warnings, 
knowing we can drift away from the 
truth. Personal application requires 
that we ask relevant questions such as, 
"Have I drifted? Has the church of which 
I am a member drifted from the course 
of truth and changed for the worse? Are 
we drifting now?"

Churches of Christ are under attack 
by the agents of Satan. Brethren and 
entire congregations are being swept 
away by the currents of this evil world. 
Paul’s admonition to grow up in Christ 
so that “we should no longer be children, 
tossed to and fro and carried about with 

every wind of doctrine” continues to be 
needful and necessary (Eph. 4:14). We 
must keep our eyes open, ever watchful 
for the enemy’s deceptive snares. 
“Therefore, let him who thinks he stands 
take heed lest he fall” (1 Cor. 10:12). 

This special series of articles is 
designed to remind us that, in a variety 
of ways, congregations can drift away 
from the moorings of truth and glide 
into the dangerous and deadly waters 
of manmade innovations, sectarianism, 
moral relativism, religious subjectivism, 
and self-righteousness. This present 
world promotes a life without moral 
and doctrinal judgments and restraint. 
However, the Scriptures provide both. 
God’s judgments “are true, and righteous 
altogether” (Psa. 19:9). Therefore, His 
word on error and immorality is final. 
Furthermore, God’s word provides 
restraint from sin when put into the 
heart and obeyed in one’s life (Psa. 
119:9-11). 

These articles warn churches not 
to drift away from their faithfulness 
to Christ. A church’s goal is not to be 
faithful to a movement, a magazine, a 
heritage, or just one defining issue, but 
to the whole counsel of God. The letters 
to the churches of Asia in Revelation 2-3 
give ample warnings against various 
sins into which five of the churches had 
drifted while calling them to faithfulness 
in view of the promised reward. Such 
warnings from Christ are still needed.

A thread running through this issue 
is respect and submission to Bible 
authority. The New Testament of Christ 

remains the “pattern of sound words” we 
must hold fast (2 Tim. 1:13). Preaching 
on how to establish and apply Bible 
authority is roundly criticized in some 
quarters, yet it is the very Bible teaching 
that remains crucial for us to “rightly 
divide the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). 
Christians and churches must never 
apologize for the commands, apostolic 
examples, and necessary inferences in 
the Scriptures. They define our faith and 
guide us in “all things that pertain to life 
and godliness” (2 Pet. 1:3; Col. 3:17).

Elders, preachers, and members 
are being influenced to lay aside 
book, chapter, and verse preaching 
and living for a less offensive, more 
non-combatant gospel. The aim 
of gospel preaching is not to be 
offensive. Christians must not be rude, 
overbearing or mean to others while 
we “fight the good fight of faith” (1 Tim. 
6:12). Those who prefer error and sin do 
not appreciate the battle or those who 
fight it. Such an attitude constitutes 
major drift away from the truth while 
giving aid and comfort to our adversary, 
the devil. Churches that will not fight 
the good fight have already drifted into 
the enemy’s camp. 

Much can be learned about a church 
from observing the kind of preaching 
it demands as well as the kind of 
preaching it refuses. Does it demand 
Bible preaching, or preaching that 
scratches itching ears? Gospel preaching 
is about proclaiming the whole counsel 
of God “in season and out of season,” 
not about entertaining the audience 
with anecdotes and CONTINUED TO PAGE 4

Joe R. Price has preached 
with the Mt. Baker church of 
Christ in Bellingham WA for 
the past 18 years 
joerprice@live.com
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Christians Under 30

Serving God While Single
By Ethan Longhenry

Quite often it is a difficult thing 
to be a Christian and single. 

In the church, emphasis is 
most often placed on marriage 

and relationships for understandable 
reasons: most people in the church are 
married or would like to be married 
one day. Most young people will find 
marriage partners and will begin 
families. It is important for Christians 
to be continually reminded of God’s 
purposes in and for marriage (Matt. 
19:1-9; Eph. 5:22-33); there is a powerful 
need in every generation for godly men 
and women to marry, have children, 
and grow and mature in the faith so as 
to be able to serve as elders with the 
assistance of their wives (1 Tim. 3:1-12; 
Titus 1:5-8). This is right and good; it 
is good for people to marry, and it is 
no sin to get married, as Paul says in 1 
Corinthians 7:38. 

Yet in the midst of encouraging 
young people to make wise decisions in 
terms of getting married and developing 
so as to become elders, it proves very 
easy to go beyond what is written in 
Scripture and to miss the important 
truths made evident in 1 Corinthians 
7:1-2, 6-9, 17-40: marriage and the 
consummation thereof is a good thing, 
but is not necessarily the best thing. The 
Corinthians had many questions about 
relationships and sexuality; Paul told 
them that each should remain in the 
condition he was called, to not separate 
if he were already married, that he 
could get married and consummate that 
marriage without sin, but suggested 
that it would be better, if he were able, 

to remain as he was and to refrain from 
marriage. The married Christian has 
divided interests; the single Christian 
can serve God wholeheartedly (1 
Cor. 7:32-35). Thus, despite popular 
expectations and opinions, the New 
Testament allows for marriage, but 
prizes those who remain single and fully 
devote themselves to the Lord!

Modern Western culture is very 
different from the ancient world in 
terms of the relationship and marriage 
process. The situation Paul suggests 
in 1 Corinthians 7:36-38 would be 
unheard of today: two people engaged 
to be married but who have decided 
to maintain celibate lives. It proved 
necessary since the Corinthian 
Christians had not chosen whom they 
would marry; their parents decided 
that for them in advance. They could 
not be forced into consummating the 
relationship; it was the only choice they 
could exercise in those circumstances. 
A person in the ancient world would 
only be truly single if the family could 
not find a suitable spouse for whatever 
reason or if the person had been 
widowed (e.g. 2 Sam. 13:20; 1 Cor. 7:39). 
The situation in which young people 
find themselves today – spending 
between five and fifteen years after 
sexual maturity in studies and in work, 
looking to marry for love – would have 
been unthinkable in the ancient world. 

Nevertheless, a Christian can serve 
the Lord and serve Him well as a single 
person. A single Christian is not less of a 
person because he or she is not part of 
a marriage unit. While single Christians 

no doubt struggle with the temptations 
of lust and fornication, no one has the 
right to question the sexual integrity 
or purity of a Christian just because 
he or she is single or has been single 
for many years. After all, temptations 
to commit sexual immorality continue 
to exist for married Christians as well 
(Matt. 5:27-28; 1 Cor. 6:13-20)! No 
passage of Scripture declares that a 
single young man is rendered unfit for 
the proclamation of the gospel and the 
work of evangelism because he is not 
married; let us never forget that Jesus 
and Paul were single and yet preached 
the gospel, and even discussed issues of 
marriage and family (Matt. 19:1-9; 1 Cor. 
7:1-40; Eph. 5:22-6:4)! Single Christians 
are not incomplete “projects”; single 
Christians have the opportunity to 
serve the Lord fully and can devote 
time and energy to the advancement 
of the Kingdom in ways which married 
Christians, especially married Christians 
with children, cannot (1 Cor. 7:32-35). 
Married Christians do well to remember 
that single Christians are as much 
part of the body of Christ as they are 
and ought to be incorporated into the 
community of God’s people so they do 
not have to feel alone (1 Cor. 12:12-28). 

Single Christians do well to 
recognize the particular challenges 
and temptations that come to those 
who are single. Even if they feel as if 
they are in a holding or waiting pattern, 
they do well to devote themselves fully 
to the Lord and His purposes. Being 
single is not an excuse for being a loner, 
isolated from the fellow people of God, 



FEATURE ARTICLES p. 4-12

CEIBooks.com  |  1-855-492-6657    5    TruthMagazine.com  |  May 2015  TRUTH MAGAZINE

CHURCH DIRECTORY p. 35-39 SELECT  ARTICLES p. 13 & 34 THEME ARTICLES p. 2, 16-32

or to live so independently as to be 
unable to effectively serve others and 
considering the good of one’s neighbor 
above one’s own (Phil. 2:1-4). Paul is 
not commending the single life as a 
testament to independence, but as an 
opportunity to fully devote oneself to 
the service of others (1 Cor. 7:32-35). 

Let none be deceived: marriage is 
honorable and good, and it is not a sin 
to marry (1 Cor. 7:38; Heb. 13:4). Yet on 
account of the resurrection it is better 
to refrain from marriage (1 Cor. 7:32-
40). Our hope as Christians is not in the 
generative power of sex or the passing 
down of genetic material in children but 
in Jesus’s resurrection and the belief 

that we will rise with Him one day (1 
Cor. 15:20-58). A Christian who is single 
should not be seen as an aberration; a 
single Christian is an affirmation of the 
power of the hope of the resurrection 
and the importance of the church as the 
family of the people of God, providing a 
place to belong and in which to share in 
life. May single Christians be honored for 
the place they fulfill in God’s Kingdom, 
and may we all obtain a share in the 
resurrection of life!

Ethan Longhenry

Ethan and his family live in Los 
Angeles, CA, where he works 
with the saints in Venice, CA. 
deusvitae@hotmail.com 

impressing the crowd with eloquence 
(Acts 20:27; 2 Tim. 4:2). Worship is 
not a spectator sport. We ought to 
heed the warning against turning it 
into a spectacle. Reverence for God 
and devotion to truth defines true 
worshipers (John 4:23-24).

The denominations of men have 
always adapted their doctrines and 
practices to the desires of the people. 
Churches of Christ are not immune to 
this temptation. Expanding the role of 
women, adding instrumental music 
to worship, emphasizing educational 
credentials, the social gospel and 
moral relativism are just some of 
the denominational innovations 
that continue to infect and influence 
brethren. 

A broadening of fellowship continues 
to plague God’s people. The Scriptures 
are twisted to allow ongoing fellowship 
in spite of ongoing sin. Voices that rise 
up to sound the alarm are silenced as 

hindrances to unity and guardians of 
orthodoxy. Brethren are not immune 
from the temptation to be politically 
correct. Pressure to either conform or be 
marginalized continues to rear its ugly, 
ungodly head. “Endeavoring to keep the 
unity of the faith in the bond of peace” 
compels us to be vigilant for the sake 
of truth and souls, while being patient 
to teach and correct those ensnared 
by the devil (Eph. 4:3; 2 Tim 2:24-26). 
That balance is vital, though not easily 
attained or maintained. Drifting into 
open fellowship with error easily occurs 
if we do not remain vigilant.

Corrective discipline is God’s way 
of seeing to it that churches remain 
faithful and vital in rescuing the erring 
and protecting the saved. Accepting 
and following God’s purposes for 
congregational discipline is a God-given 
marker of whether a church is “obedient 
in all things” or whether it has drifted 
away from the Lord (2 Cor. 2:9).

Our God is holy, and He demands 
our holiness. He calls us to soundness 
and purity. Churches must be on guard 
to avoid the corruption of sin in all its 
forms. The gospel is absolute and above 
reproach. It is our pattern in all things. 
Each Christian and every church must 
resist the devil’s temptations to go with 
the flow of error and drift away from 
the “simplicity that is in Christ” (2 Cor. 
11:2-4). 

These articles will have 
accomplished their objective to the 
extent that they help Christians and 
congregations identify, correct, and 
guard against drifting from the truth. My 
thanks to each writer for his time and 
effort to teach God’s word and sound 
God’s warnings against drifting away 
from Him.

 

 

... Continued from page 2
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CHRISTIANS 
UNDER 30! 
Would you like to 
respond to this article? 
Do you have requests or 
suggestions for topics 
to explore in this space? 
Please let me know at 
deverbovitae@hotmail.com



FEATURE ARTICLES p. 4-12

6    CEIBooks.com  |  1-855-492-6657    May 2015  |  TruthMagazine.comTRUTH MAGAZINE

SELECT  ARTICLES p. 13 & 34THEME ARTICLES p. 2, 16-32 CHURCH DIRECTORY p. 35-39

The Bible and Archaeology

The Pilate Inscription
By Leon Mauldin

There are many instances where 
biblical characters are also 
named in historical records, 
including inscriptions. The 

“Pilate Inscription” is a case in point. 
Biblical Archaeological Review reported, 

One of the most sensational 
discoveries at Caesarea was this 
inscribed stone mentioning Pontius 
Pilate. Found in a step of the theater, it 
was originally part of a nearby temple 
honoring the emperor Tiberius. The 
stone was moved to the theater to 
repair a step after the temple fell into 
disuse. The Latin reads: “Pontius Pilate, 
the Prefect of Judea, has dedicated 
to the people of Caesarea a temple in 
honor of Tiberius” (BAR 08:03 May/June 
1982).  

The inscription was chiseled in 
Latin on a limestone block, and is 
the only known occurrence of an 
ancient inscription bearing the name 
of Pontius Pilate. Pilate was governor 
of Judaea, AD 26-37. This artifact 
clarifies that Pilate’s rank was that of 
prefect, Latin praefectus, i.e. governor, 
and not procurator. Everett Ferguson 
explains that the office of prefect 
“combined military, financial, and 
judicial authority” (Backgrounds of Early 
Christianity). As prefect, Pilate would 
have had 500-1000 military troops at his 
disposal.

Of course, all four gospel records 
mention Pilate in connection with the 
(“kangaroo court”) trial of Jesus. John 
18 records Pilate’s questioning of Jesus:

33 So Pilate entered his headquarters 
again and called Jesus and said to 
him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 
34 Jesus answered, “Do you say this of 
your own accord, or did others say it 
to you about me?” 35 Pilate answered, 
“Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the 
chief priests have delivered you over 
to me. What have you done?” 36 Jesus 
answered, “My kingdom is not of this 
world. If my kingdom were of this 
world, my servants would have been 
fighting, that I might not be delivered 
over to the Jews. But my kingdom is 
not from the world.” 37 Then Pilate 
said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. 
For this purpose I was born and for this 
purpose I have come into the world- to 
bear witness to the truth. Everyone 
who is of the truth listens to my 
voice.” 38 Pilate said to him, 
“What is truth?” After he had 
said this, he went back outside 
to the Jews and told them, “I 
find no guilt in him."

Pilate really did not want 
to crucify Jesus. His purpose 
in scourging Jesus was to 
satisfy the Jewish leaders 
and thereby avoid putting 
Jesus to death (John 19:1-
6), but he underestimated 
their determination. John 19 
continues,

7 The Jews answered him, “We 
have a law, and according to 
that law he ought to die because 
he has made himself the Son of 
God.” 8 When Pilate heard this 

statement, he was even more afraid. 9 
He entered his headquarters again and 
said to Jesus, “Where are you from?” 
But Jesus gave him no answer. 10 So 
Pilate said to him, “You will not speak 
to me? Do you not know that I have 
authority to release you and authority 
to crucify you?” 11 Jesus answered 
him, “You would have no authority 
over me at all unless it had been 
given you from above. Therefore he 
who delivered me over to you has the 
greater sin.”

Perceiving their very clear threat in 
the words, “If you let this Man go, you 
are not Caesar’s friend. Whoever makes 
himself a king speaks against Caesar” (v. 
12), Pilate handed Jesus over to them to 
be crucified (v. 16). 
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Chili Trip AND PREACHER IN NEED OF support

Much of what is known about Pilate 
outside the Bible comes from Josephus 
(Antquities 18.2.2 §35; 18.3.1–2 §§55–62; 
18.4.1–2 §§85–99; Jewish Wars 2.9.2–4 
§§169–77). Also Philo references Pilate 
as “one of the emperor’s lieutenants, 
having been appointed governor of 
Judaea” (Legat. 299–305; compare 
Luke 3:1) and Tacitus confirms that “the 
crucifixion of Chrestus came by Pilate 
during the reign of Tiberius” (Annales ab 
exxessu divi Augusti 15.44.4).

The Pilate Inscription displayed in 
Caesarea shown here in our photo is 
a replica. The original is in the Israel 
Museum (see Truth Magazine Oct 2014 
p.22 for photo). 

END NOTES
1	 Evans, C. A. (2000). “Pilate 

Inscription.” In C. A. Evans & S. 
E. Porter (Eds.), Dictionary of 
New Testament Background: a 
Compendium of Contemporary Biblical 
Scholarship (p. 804). 

2	 Yonge, C. D. with Philo of Alexandria. 
(1995). The Works of Philo: Complete 
and Unabridged (p. 784). 

3	 Massey, M. B. Pontius Pilate. The 
Lexham Bible Dictionary.

Leon Mauldin

Leon has worked with the 
Hanceville church of Christ, 
Hanceville, AL for twenty-five 
years.

Johnie Edwards and David 
Eldridge did two gospel meetings 
and one preacher training 
program in Chile January 2-20, 
2015. Juan Canelo was our 
translator. Juan is one of the best 
preachers in the country of Chile. 
He works with a small group in 
La Serena, Chile.  Brother Canelo 
is married with two children in 
college and his monthly support 
is only about $800.00. He is 
very sound in his teaching. He 
had to stop a very successful 
area-wide radio program due to 
lack of funds. Perhaps there are 
some individuals or churches 
who are in position to assist him 
in his monthly support.  You 
can e-mail him for details at:        
juanhcanelo@terra.cl.

Johnie Edwards
7135 Swallow Lane
Plainfield, IN 46168 

Edwards, Eldridge and Canelo in Chile >
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Tough Texts

1 Samuel 13:1: The Age 
of King Saul
By Daniel H. King, Sr.

This text has always been 
considered very difficult to 
figure out and especially 
challenging for those who 

work in the area of textual criticism, i.e. 
scholars who attempt to determine the 
original text of Scripture. H. P. Smith, in 
the International Critical Commentary 
on 1-2 Samuel, judged: “The verse as 
it stands in the Hebrew is meaningless 
and evidently a late insertion.” 
Following this line of reasoning, the 
Bible in Basic English left out the 
verse altogether in its translation.

Some of the translations do not even 
attempt a confident reconstruction 
of this passage, since they consider it 
too thorny for that. For example, the 
American Standard Version has, “Saul 
was [forty] years old when he began 
to reign….” These translators chose to 
render it thus in spite of the four LXX 
manuscripts that have “thirty years 
old” (most Greek mss. leave the verse 
out) and no Hebrew manuscripts at all 
that read “forty.” They reasoned that 
Jonathan was too old at the time to be 
consistent with a thirty-year-old father. 

It has been the conclusion that some 
writers hold that the text is impossible 
either to read with confidence its 
precise meaning or even to reconstruct 
it sufficiently with the information we 
have on hand at the present. So they 
have quit in despair. Hence, the RSV has, 
“Saul was . . . years old when he began 
to reign; and he reigned . . . and two 
years over Israel.” A footnote then says, 
“The number is lacking in Hebrew.” 

The highly respected Masoretic 
Hebrew Text reads: ben shanah sha’ûl 
bemalchō (literally, “Saul was one 
year old when he began to reign”). A 
literal and non-idiomatic reading of 
the text is impossible, since Saul is 
clearly portrayed as an adult in his first 
regnal year. Young’s Literal Translation 
renders it as, “A son of a year is Saul 
in his reigning, yea, two years he hath 
reigned over Israel, and Saul chooseth 
for himself three thousand men….” 

There are a number of possible 
ways of viewing the passage and 
producing a readable text. Some involve 
reconstruction of the original Hebrew 
text whilst others try to read it as it now 
stands. The latter see the text as difficult 
but not impossible. Here are a few of 
the alternatives, along with what we 
consider to be the best of the lot:

1. The ASV as quoted above ignores 
the obvious idiom which we shall 
discuss below and emphasizes the 
parallel passages in the other historical 
narratives about the regnal years of the 
various kings. In 2 Samuel 5:4: “David 
was thirty years old when he began to 
reign (ben sheloshiym shanah dawid 
bemalchō), and he reigned forty years.” 
The writer of the Book of Kings, also, in 
stating the age of a king at accession, 
and then later the length of his reign 
employs language very similar to this: 
1 Kings 14:21: “Rehoboam was forty-
one years old when he began to reign, 
and he reigned seventeen years in 
Jerusalem…” (cf. also 22:42; 2 Kings 
8:17; 8:26; 11:21; 14:2; etc.). 

The strength of this way of seeing 
the phrase is in terms of the many 
parallel passages that can be called 
forth as evidence of this general formula 
in the history of the various kings. Its 
formidable weaknesses are that so early 
in the Samuel narratives this formula 
may not be expected, and its willingness 
to ignore completely and leave 
untranslated the obvious idiom which 
appears here, along with the fact that 
the Hebrew text without emendation 
(generally the last hope of the textual 
critic) is hopeless and untranslatable. 
As it stands it is meaningless. It may 
read “thirty” or “forty,” or perhaps even 
“fifty.” The New English Bible translators 
(who probably take more liberty 
with the text than any other group) 
suggested: “Saul was fifty years old 
when he became king, and he reigned 
over Israel for twenty-two years.” 
Confusing the situation even further, the 
ISV has, “Saul was 30 years old when he 
began to reign, and he ruled for 42 years 
over Israel.” The English Revised Version 
deals with the problem in exactly the 
same way. In every instance, however, 
the singular number of shanah, “year,” 
is changed to read “years” without 
any Hebrew textual support from any 
source.

2. The KJV (following the Bishop’s 
Bible and the Geneva Bible before 
it) rendered the Hebrew text in the 
following way: “Saul reigned one year; 
and when he had reigned two years over 
Israel, Saul chose him three thousand 
men….” The English Standard Version 
follows this same approach and renders 
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it similarly. This has a clear advantage 
over the readings which require one or 
more changes in the Hebrew text (which 
are not generally justified by the force 
of adequate alternative manuscript 
readings). It ignores the attempted 
reconstruction by the translators of the 
LXX, who clearly thought that the text 
was inadequate in its present form. All 
of them either emended it or deleted 
it. The strength of this way of seeing 
the sentence is that it takes the Hebrew 
text exactly as it stands without any 
emendation. Its weakness is that it 
ignores altogether the obvious idiom 
present in the Hebrew phrase, and 
it produces a reading that is clumsy 
and unnatural. Why would the author 
not simply have said, “When Saul had 
reigned two years over Israel he chose 
three thousand men…”?

3. The Contemporary English Version 
like the Catholic Douay-Rheims Bible 
attempts to take into consideration 
the idiom for Saul being a “one year 
old” in its rendering, but does so in 
a most stilted fashion. It has, “Saul 
was a young man when he became 
king, and he ruled Israel for two years. 
Then he chose….”  According to these 
translators, the meaning of the idiom 
is that Saul was very young at the time 
of his accession to the throne. The 
strength of this manner of approaching 
the text is that it takes the passage 
on its own merit without requiring a 
renovation or alteration of the original 
Hebrew. The weakness of it is that this 
idiom as rendered in their translation 
has no parallel elsewhere in classical 
Hebrew literature. That would not make 
it impossible, but certainly presents an 
obstacle to viewing it so.

4. Some writers think the first clause 
of this verse belongs to the preceding 
chapter rather than to the present one, 
either as a part of the whole, or as a 
chronological note added afterwards. 
The force of it would be that “these 
things (related in 1 Sam. 12:1-25) took 
place in the first year of Saul’s reign.”  
And then the writer proceeds in the 
next place to tell his readers what 

took place in Saul’s second year of his 
reign. Together they certainly represent 
the most remarkable years of Saul’s 
kingship. In the first he was appointed, 
anointed, and twice confirmed, at both 
Mizpeh and at Gilgal. In the second, 
Israel was brought to the lowest state 
of degradation by the Philistines as 
Saul acted unconstitutionally and 
without divine authority, and at the last 
was rejected from being king over the 
people of God. Once more, the strength 
of this approach is that it takes the text 
precisely as it stands, without the need 
for emendation. Its only weaknesses 
are that it takes no account of the 
idiomatic nature of the Hebrew phrase 
itself which is so key to understanding 
it, and the fact that those who divided 
the text at first into paragraphs and then 
chapters did not see the worth of it or 
perhaps were not insightful enough to 
appreciate it.

5. Finally, there is the approach 
which takes into consideration first 
and foremost the way the Hebrew text 
actually reads: “Saul was a one-year 
old when he began to reign….” The 
Semitic Chaldee or Aramaic version of 
this passage tells us that “Saul was as 
innocent as a one-year-old child when 
he began to reign….” In our view this 
is the most insightful approach to the 
idiom of our writer. Note that these 
translators are themselves comfortable 
in a Semitic background, speaking and 
writing a Semitic language like Hebrew. 
After all, the text may be appropriately 
compared with 2 Kings 11:21 and the 
accession of king Jehoash at seven years 
old, and the Hebrew is almost exactly 
the same, except that the Hebrew for 
“years” is in the plural in that place 
whereas it is in the singular in 1 Samuel 
13:1. 

Now, this is not to say that we concur 
with the force of the passage being that 
Saul was innocent. Rather, we consider 
that it means Saul was as “immature, 
inexperienced, and unproven as a 
one-year-old child when he began 
to reign.” He was as inexpert in the 
principles of leadership as a one-year-

old child. He was devoid of many of the 
essential qualities of good shepherding 
skills of the Lord’s flock, and he was 
dragged down by several unwholesome 
character flaws. In point of fact, this 
statement begins a section of the book 
that demonstrates his total lack of 
ability as a leader. He was exactly what 
Israel wanted in a king. But he was not 
what God wanted the people to have in 
their king. He was not at all “a man after 
God’s own heart.” This we believe to be 
the force of 1 Samuel 13:1. 

Obviously we consider this last 
approach to the passage to be the 
most satisfactory. This is so because 
it accounts for the words of the text 
precisely in this context without any 
need for textual emendation or change. 
And most importantly, it does justice to 
the idiomatic nature of the statement 
itself which alleges that, in some sense 
at least, “Saul was a one-year-old.”

Daniel H. King, Sr.

Daniel H. King, Sr.
1531 Petty Road
White Bluff, TN 37187
danielhking@hotmail.com
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Mediations of the Heart

“Blessing” and “Giving Thanks” 
for the Lord’s Supper 
By Kyle Pope

Why do the accounts 
of Matthew and Mark 
speak of Jesus blessing 
the bread but giving 

thanks for the fruit of the vine? 
Does this show a difference in what 
is to be done for each element? 

In Matthew’s account of the 
institution of the Lord’s Supper, the 
Holy Spirit records that, “…as they were 
eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and 
broke it, and gave it to the disciples and 
said, ‘Take, eat; this is My body’” (26:26). 
Matthew goes on to record that Jesus 
then, “…took the cup, and gave thanks, 
and gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink from 
it, all of you’” (26:27). We note that 
Matthew describes Jesus “blessing” 
the cup but then “giving thanks” for 
the bread. This same distinction is 
found in Mark’s account (Mark 14:22-
23). This leads to the question, is 
there a difference between “blessing” 
and “giving thanks” for the different 
elements?

The difference in translation in 
these texts reflects the use of two 
distinct words in the Greek. The word 
translated “bless” comes from the 
word eulogeō which Thayer defines “to 
praise, celebrate with praises; to invoke 
blessings; to consecrate a thing with 
solemn prayers, to ask God’s blessing 
on a thing…” (Greek-English Lexicon 
of the New Testament). The prefix eu- 
meaning “well, or good” is combined 
with a form of the word legō meaning 
“to speak.” Thus it is literally “to speak 
well” of something (cf. James 3:10 
where the noun is used). The single 

word in the Greek, rendered “give 
thanks” is eucharisteō meaning “to be 
grateful, feel thankful; give thanks” 
(Thayer). The name “eucharist,” which 
the denominational world applies to the 
Lord’s Supper, is never used in Scripture 
as a name for the memorial, but comes 
from this verb. The idea here is using the 
mouth to express thankfulness – in the 
context, thankfulness for the memorial 
fruit of the vine.

While the accounts of Matthew 
and Mark might lead us to think that 
we must ask the Lord’s “blessing” for 
the bread, yet express “thanks” for 
the cup, the accounts in Luke and 1 
Corinthians give us further insight into 
how these words are to be understood. 
Luke records, “Then He took the cup, 
and gave thanks (eucharisteō), and 
said, ‘Take this and divide it among 
yourselves’” (22:17). This took place 
before they ate the Passover meal. This 
is clear because Luke goes further to 
record that during the meal Jesus, “…
took bread, gave thanks (eucharisteō) 
and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, 
“This is My body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of Me” (22:19). 
Luke then tells us, regarding the cup 
for which Jesus had previously given 
thanks and divided, “Likewise He also 
took the cup after supper, saying, ‘This 
cup is the new covenant in My blood, 
which is shed for you’” (22:20). Luke 
uses the term eucharisteō, “give thanks,” 
in reference to what Jesus did to the 
bread and the cup. Paul also, although 
he does not address the fact that Jesus 
gave thanks for the cup before the meal, 
echoes the same wording describing 

Jesus “giving thanks” for the bread 
and taking the cup after supper (1 Cor. 
11:23-25).

What does this teach us about the 
different words used in Matthew and 
Mark? The account in Luke shows 
us that while a subtle difference in 
meaning exists between “blessing” 
(eulogeō) something and “giving 
thanks” (eucharisteō) for it, the two 
words are basically used synonymously. 
They are both appeals of gratitude to 
God as well as appeals that God will 
accept the memorial observance as 
something well-pleasing to Him. 

Is “blessing” the elements the same as 
“giving thanks” for the elements? It might 
be argued that Christ alone, blessed the 
bread, but Christians cannot “bless” the 
elements. That is not correct. While it is 
true that we do not determine whether 
God accepts something as well-pleasing 
to Him, or not, Scripture does teach 
that the elements of the memorial are 
“blessed” by Christians. One chapter 
before Paul recounts the institution of 
the Lord’s Supper, he asks, “The cup 
of blessing which we bless (eulogeō), 
is it not the communion of the blood 
of Christ?” (1 Cor. 10:16a). This shows 
two things: (1) The same things which 
Matthew and Mark refer to as “giving 
thanks” Paul speaks of as “blessing” the 
cup; (2) This is something which “WE 
bless” as Christians. 

What does this mean to us? We 
should make certain that the prayers we 
offer in the observance of the memorial 
focus on the elements and what they 

“Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in Your sight, 
O Lord, my strength and my Redeemer” (Psalm 19:14).
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On a Sunday morning several 
years ago, little Rebecca 
entered the room and with 
great heaviness plopped her 

books on the table. “I thought David 
was supposed to be good,” she said. 

She and the other children had 
fallen in love with the gentle warrior. 
He courageously fought lions and bears 
with his hands. With complete faith 
in God, he killed Goliath with just one 
stone. With a heart of honor, he spared 
Saul’s life. What happened?

They were all disappointed in their 
hero. How could he do the terrible 
things they had read about? Their 
senses were engaged. Their hearts were 
broken. They needed answers from 
God’s Word. I could hardly speak as we 
recounted the narrative of David’s sin. 
It was the most emotional moment I 
had ever experienced as a Bible class 
teacher. 

In the September issue, I mentioned 
a book, The Seven Laws of Teaching by 
John Milton Gregory. Here is one of my 
favorite quotes:

How different are the results when 

this great law of teaching is properly 
followed! The stimulated self-activities 
operate in the correct manner, into a 
busy laboratory. The pupils become 
thinkers and discoverers. They 
master great truths, and apply them 
to the great questions of life. They 
invade new fields of knowledge. The 
teacher merely leads the march. Their 
reconnaissance becomes a conquest. 
Skill and power grow with exercise. 
Through this the students find out 
what their minds are for and become 
students for life.

“This great law of teaching” is the 
Law of the Teaching Process which 
describes the teacher in action. 
Teaching is a workout; but so should 
learning be. Children need to become 
“thinkers” and “master great truths.” It 
was thrilling to “lead the march.” I had 
picked up where diligent parents had 
left off and, as a group, we continued 
the “conquest.” 

We need our students to react. We 
need them to feel the disappointment 
– the sickening feeling –  that sin brings, 
and to know that it can happen to 
the best of us. We must not become 

teachers who do all the thinking and 
all the talking. True learning and 
application comes by thinking, not 
by being told. The challenge comes in 
honing our skills so that we help them 
“find out what their minds are for and 
become students for life.” 

“But solid food belongs to those 
who are of full age, that is, those who 
by reason of use have their senses 
exercised to discern both good and evil” 
(Heb. 5:14).

Concerning The Seven Laws of 
Teaching, I stated: “It was not an easy 
read, but buried within were nuggets 
of truth and potential ideas that led my 
search for improvement to the greatest 
teaching resource of all – God’s Word.” 
Principles of teaching begin with our 
heavenly Father, which we will look at 
next.

represent. The Lord’s Supper is not the 
time for prayers for the sick, for our 
troops, or other things for which we 
ought to pray. However, the very fact 
that Scripture uses two words (eulogeō, 
“to bless,” and eucharisteō, “to give 

thanks”) synonymously for what is 
commanded regarding prayer for the 
elements shows us that either or both 
can be used to describe what precedes 
eating of the memorial. Kyle Pope

Kyle Pope preaches for the Olsen 
Park church of Christ in Amarillo, 
Texas where he also serves as an 
elder. He and his wife Toni have 
three children: Torhi, Caleb, and 
Nathan. kmpope@att.net.

Teaching Our Children: 
Exercising the Senses 
By Aleta Samford

Aleta Samford

Aleta is the wife of Gene Samford 
who preaches for the church that 
meets in Kemp, TX. She has taught 
Bible classes for 40 years and, in 
an effort to help other women 
join the ranks, presents a series 
of lessons based on her own 
experiences and The Seven Laws 
of Teaching. Her email address is 
aletas10@sbcglobal.net.

Synopsis: Teaching God’s Word effectively takes work, but not in the sense of preparing the best craft or take-home. 
Teaching requires that we hone the skill of sense-exercising so that our children develop the ability to discern both 
good and evil.

The Ladies' Column
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Questions and Answers

By Bobby L. Graham

ANSWER: 
Though this writer tries to write 

concisely and clearly, he admits that he 
sometimes fails in his objective. It is also 
possible for one sending a question to 
fail in this area, and for one reading to 
see what he wants to see in the answer. 
In the interest of clarity, I here submit 
some statements from the answer 
found lacking by our querist:

(1) In this local-church fellowship 
there must be decisions concerning 
which activities scripturally fit into the 

church’s work and which people are in 
fellowship with the Lord. Instructions/
admonitions to local churches to 
withdraw from certain ones because 
of their lives or teachings illustrate this 
principle (Rom. 16:17; 1 Cor. 5; 2 Thess. 
3). With them they could have no part 
(be in fellowship), but with others they 
could have a part. Decisions of the 
congregation should be based on clear 
approval of the Lord’s Word for the 
practice.

(2) Because of the authority of Christ 
over every individual Christian and 
each congregation, many Christians 
have objected to such practices as 
church support of human institutions 
for doing the work which Christ 
assigned to the churches and 
congregational support of social/
recreational endeavors.

(3) It never “makes sense” when 
brethren insist on their own agenda 
instead of the Lord’s.

From the first quotation it should be 
evident that fellowship in a particular 
activity in a local church depends upon 
God’s approval or authority as reflected 
in the Scriptures, thus requiring the 
agreement of the members of the 
congregation on that matter. When 
some insist on a course of action about 
which the New Testament is silent, 
those objecting are correct to object. 
The second quotation also continues 
this same thread of thought. Not only 
the Scriptures but also their consciences 
forbid the course desired by some. 
When this division remains because 

the proponents push their activities, 
those disapproving the course have no 
choice but to form a congregation where 
the teaching of the Lord is honored, 
allowing them to serve Christ in good 
conscience.

No, as statement three says, it 
never makes sense when brethren 
push their projects in violation of the 
Scriptures and in disregard of brethren’s 
consciences, resulting in the ruin of 
the local church. From the standpoint 
of such violation, it makes no sense 
for such division to take place or to 
remain; but from the standpoint of 
honorable conduct in the Lord’s work, 
it makes sense for brethren to separate 
from unscriptural activities so they can 
serve the Lord according to His will. If 
this answer is not what our questioner 
wanted to hear, possibly he needs to ask 
someone else.

Such a condition of division can be 
resolved honorably when those pushing 
their projects agree to confine the work 
of the local church to those matters 
clearly authorized by Christ our Head.

       

        

QUESTION: 

I read your Q&A 
article in May’s 
Truth Magazine. 
Your answer to 
the question (one 
concerning the 
church being divided 
over the institutional 
issues, BLG) was not 
very conclusive. You 
talk in circles. Get to 
the bottom line! Does 
the division spoken 
of really make sense?

Bobby L. Graham

Bobby L. Graham preaches and
is an elder for the Old Moulton
Road church. He is married to
Karen (Hodge) Graham and has
three children: Richard, Mary
Katherine Winland (Darren),
and Laura Paschall (Jeremy).
bobbylgraham@pclnet.net
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Parents are constantly warned 
to be aware of signs that their 
child may be on drugs, alcohol, 
or depressed. Society spends 

thousands of dollars informing parents 
on how to detect these signs in their 
children. Have you ever considered if it’s 
possible to detect when a congregation 
is in trouble? Can there be signs that will 
let a leadership know if a congregation 
is heading down the wrong road? I 
have seen some over the years and 
I pray, just as parents do, we will 
heed them and take action if needed. 
Let’s notice some of these signs.

1. No personal work being done. 
The local church, in any given area of 
the country, has a great responsibility to 
teach the lost and bring folks to Christ. 
The Holy Spirit tells us: “But if I tarry 
long, that thou mayest know how thou 
oughtest to behave thyself in the house of 
God, which is the church of the living God, 
the pillar and ground of the truth” (1 Tim. 
3:15). Whenever I am told by a member 
of a local congregation, “Oh boy, we 
are really having trouble here,” I always 
ask, “How many Bible studies do you 
folks have in progress right now?” Most 
always, without exception, the answer 
will be none! You see, the Devil knows 
that if he can get a group to stop looking 
“out” for lost souls, that will lead to only 
one thing! They will begin looking “in” 
at each other. When this happens there 
will always be trouble on the horizon for 
that group. So when you see this sign, in 
your congregation, take action quickly 
or trouble is sure to follow. It is sad that 
so many congregations have taken the 

great commission (Matt. 28:19-20) and 
made it the great omission! 

2. No sense of personal 
responsibility. This is another sign that 
a congregation is headed for trouble 
or already in trouble. I see this often 
in congregations that do not have 
elders, but it is possible to have it in 
congregations with elders. To detect 
this sign just ask, “What are you doing 
to help the work grow here?” Usually 
the answer will be, “Well, I used to do 
a lot, but no one else seems to care, so 
why should I?” I believe there is one 
passage of Scripture that sums up how 
every Christian’s mentality ought to be, 
whether there are elders in the group 
or not. The Spirit through Paul says, 
“And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as 
to the Lord, and not unto men; Knowing 
that of the Lord ye shall receive the 
reward of the inheritance: for ye serve 
the Lord Christ” (Col. 3:23-24). Most 
congregations that are in trouble have 
very few folks with this frame of mind. 
Notice that the Holy Spirit tells us that 
our reward will come from the Lord and 
not men. Notice also the person with 
this attitude is “serving the Lord Christ” 
and not himself! When a congregation 
is in trouble, every member should first 
examine his own frame of mind to see 
if his thinking is right, and, if it is not, 
correct it immediately. It’s sad that so 
many Christians have the “let somebody 
else do it mentality.” This is sad for them 
and sad for that congregation.

3. No real love for God. This sign 
may come as a surprise to many but, 

when I hear of a congregation in trouble, 
this always pops up! To detect it simply 
ask, “How are the brethren treating 
each other right now?” The answer will 
almost always be, “Well, there is a lot of 
gossip and backbiting taking place and 
many are no longer talking!” The Holy 
Spirit tells us how this problem can 
be remedied: “I therefore, the prisoner 
of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk 
worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are 
called, with all lowliness and meekness, 
with longsuffering, forbearing one 
another in love; endeavouring to keep 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace” (Eph. 4:1-3). I never cease to be 
amazed at folks who claim to love God 
and yet they won’t even show love for 
their own brethren in Christ. The apostle 
John addressed this problem in (1 John 
4:20). We must understand that if we 
cannot love those who we can see, then 
this shows we have no real love for our 
Heavenly Father who we cannot see! 
Friends, love for God and love for man 
embraces the whole of true religion.

Let’s always be watchful for these 
signs, for the Devil knows them well. 
Determine not to let him win in your 
congregation. Remember, he doesn’t 
win when there is trouble, he wins when 
we fail to correct the trouble!

Some Signs a Congregation 
May Be in Trouble 
By Rufus Clifford III

Rufus Clifford III

Rufus Clifford III has preached 
at Central church of Christ in 
Charlotte TN. for almost five years.
He is married to Carey and they 
have two grown children and 
three grandchildren.
 rcliff5937@aol.com
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The Danger of Congregational Drifting

Away From Their Faithfulness to Christ
By Jarrod Jacobs

In the early to mid-1900’s, when 
brother J. D. Tant would preach, he 
would tell congregations, “Brethren, 
we are drifting!” Those words of 

warning were needed then and they 
are needed today. Eternal vigilance is 
needed to keep congregations from 
“drifting away” from the truth of God’s 
word. The Hebrew writer said, “Therefore 
we must pay much closer attention to 
what we have heard, lest we drift away 
from it” (Heb. 2:1, ESV). Yes, there is a 
danger of congregations of God’s people 
drifting away from the truth they had 
once learned and obeyed. The apostle 
Paul said, “What you have learned and 
received and heard and seen in me – 
practice these things, and the God of 
peace will be with you” (Phil. 4:9). Let 
these words instruct and warn us that 
there is a possibility of congregations 
drifting away from what they had once 
learned, received, heard, and seen. 
Beware friends, Philippians 4:9 makes it 
clear that drifting away from the things 
we know means leaving God behind!

To help illustrate the reality of 
congregations drifting from the truth, 
please read the letter to the church at 
Ephesus in Revelation 2. Christ told the 
church at Ephesus that they had left their 
first love (Rev. 2:4). Sometime between 
the letter from Paul to Ephesus, and 
this letter, those folks had drifted away. 
Christ saw it, and told them to “repent 
… or else” (Rev. 2:5). How this drifting 
specifically began, we are not told. How 
many years it took to get to this point is 
not revealed. The fact remains, however, 
that it happened. In the space of a few 
decades, these folks had drifted from 
Christ to the point that they had left their 
first love. How tragic!

Another example in this context 
would be the church at Pergamos (Rev. 
2:12-17). In this section, we see again 
a group of people who had started out 

correctly. They were following the Lord 
faithfully. They were commended for 
the faithfulness they had shown in the 
past, even to the point of death for some 
(Rev. 2:13). However, over time these 
folks had drifted away from what they 
knew and had practiced, and now some 
among them were actually accepting and 
following false doctrines (Rev. 2:14-15). 
Why this happened and how long it had 
taken to get to this point is not revealed. 
Yet, as we read this section, we are keenly 
aware of the fact that it was going on, 
and repentance was now needed among 
these people if they wished to please the 
Lord (Rev. 2:16).

We could also study the letters to the 
other churches in Asia at this time and 
see other congregations that were at 
various stages of drifting away from God 
(Rev. 2-3). While some were not there yet, 
history and our own observation tell us 
that the churches that were alive in these 
areas in Bible days no longer exist today. 
Therefore, something happened to them 
at some point in history and it caused 
them to drift and finally be completely 
swept away into sin and error.

We could make similar observations 
about congregations in the United States. 
Some are drifting, some have drifted, 
and some no longer exist. Some have 
drifted so far into apostasy that they do 
not like to retain Christ’s name, nor His 
doctrine! At times, we might be aware of 
a congregation where the building may 
exist in a certain geographic location, 
but the congregation is not “of Christ” 
anymore. This congregation’s attitude, 
doctrine, and practice are no longer 
reflective at all of Biblical teachings. What 
happened? The congregation in question 
has drifted away from what they once 
heard (Heb. 2:1). They did not continue 
to practice the things they had learned, 
received, heard, and seen (Phil. 4:9).

Why did such a thing occur? What 
causes congregations to drift away from 
what they once knew? I wish I had the 
“cut-and-dried” answer. Sadly, I do not. 
Depending upon the congregation, 
the eldership, the preaching that is 
demanded, and the like, drifting can 
occur for any number of reasons. In the 
rest of this article, I wish to address some 
potential reasons for drifting away from 
God. Brethren, let us heed God’s warnings 
in this area!

As was stated earlier, there can 
be many reasons for a congregation 
drifting away from God. One action that 
contributes to this drifting is when a 
congregation refuses to address certain 
sins. Perhaps in the past, these things 
were addressed, but now they are not. 
Regardless of the reasoning behind it, if a 
congregation is not teaching “the whole 
counsel of God” (Acts 20:27), then this 
is a recipe for danger and drifting away 
from what we have heard (Heb. 2:1). For 
example, when a congregation’s elders, 
preacher, Bible class teachers, etc., no 
longer speak about immodesty, then 
something is wrong. Brethren, when 
was the last time you heard sermons 
that dealt with modesty, as well as the 
sins associated with immodesty? This 
is a Bible subject (1 Tim. 2:9-10; 1 Pet. 
3:3-5; etc.). Why would it not be taught? 
Another subject demanding our attention 
concerns the Lord’s church and its unique 
and special place it holds in the Bible 
(Acts 20:28; Matt. 16:18; etc.). When is 
the last time we heard a sermon or had a 
Bible study that spent time talking about 
the “One True Church” or similar subjects 
that declare the unique place the Lord’s 
church holds in Bible history? Do our 
children know that there is only “one 
body” and that “one body” is the church 
(Eph. 1:22-23, 4:4; Col. 1:18, 21)? Are we 
simply assuming that folks know such 
truths as these? We might include in this 
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discussion the work and worship of the 
local church. Are our people aware that 
our worship is done for a certain reason 
(John 4:24)? Are folks in the congregation 
aware of why we do what we do? If not, 
why not? When we do not address these 
“basic” elements, we are going to see a 
congregation drift away!

Another problem observed today is 
that it is not “politically correct” to call 
certain actions sins anymore! After all, 
drinking alcohol is not a sin in the minds 
of the majority, but a “disease” (this 
contradicts Prov. 20:1; 1 Pet. 4:3; etc.). 
Homosexuality is not an abomination 
before God, we are told, but simply a 
“lifestyle choice” (this contradicts Rom. 
1:26-27; 1 Cor. 6:9-11; Gal. 5:19-21; etc.). 
Sins such as gambling, abortion, dancing, 
and the like are regularly ignored in many 
congregations. Why? Is it not “politically 
correct” to discuss such things? Are 
there too many in our congregation who 
are engaged in such already? Friend, so 
long as we are satisfied to hold back the 
truth in unrighteousness (Rom. 1:18), 
we are going to continue to drift! Who 
are the ones studying and discussing 
such matters in their sermons, Bible 
classes, and other avenues of teaching? 
If we choose to ignore what is in front 
of us, we will drift! If we choose to not 
discuss matters such as these for fear 
of “offending,” then we will drift! I am 
reminded of the passage in Luke 8:14 
where Jesus said some will have the 
word “choked out” of them by the “cares, 
riches, and pleasures of this life.” Have 
the “cares, riches, and pleasures of this 
life” choked out the word that needs to 
ring from our pulpits? There is only one 
answer: “come out from among them, 
and be ye separate, saith the Lord” (2 Cor. 
6:17)!

Again, when pulpits and our lives 
are silent concerning the subject of 
marriage, divorce, and remarriage (Matt. 
5:32, 19:9), we are drifting. When we are 
negligent to teach the “rule” (one man, 
one woman for life, Rom. 7:2-3), for fear 
of offending those who have not fulfilled 
and respected their vows, we are drifting! 
When we refuse to teach that there is 
only one Biblical exception allowed by 
God for a Scriptural divorce (fornication) 
then we are drifting! Have we become 

so “politically correct” and so concerned 
about making someone mad that we 
will not show them what the Bible says? 
Brethren, we are drifting!

When is the last time we heard a 
sermon where the subject of “church 
discipline,” with a view toward corrective 
discipline, was studied? This is in the 
Bible (1 Cor. 5; 2 Thess. 3:6, 14-15)! Are 
we now so afraid of hurt feelings and the 
like that we will not discuss it? When we 
give “lip-service” to church discipline, but 
are ready to tell others it doesn’t apply 
in family situations, then we are drifting! 
Yes, I run into too many people who 
wish to make exceptions in the family 
relationship when it comes to corrective 
discipline in the church. Has no one ever 
considered the fact that the discipline 
described in 1 Corinthians 5 was being 
done to a member of someone’s family? 
Further, have we never considered the 
fact that whenever corrective discipline is 
done, it always affects people in a family 
because this one being withdrawn from 
has a family? Refusing to do this God-
prescribed work causes a church to drift 
away from the Lord.

Are the elders, preacher, or other 
members of the congregation guilty of 
marginalizing good brethren? Sometimes, 
sound brethren, faithful brethren, are 
given the “black mark” in a congregation. 
This is not right. Are we drifting in this 
way? Sometimes, if a man has not gone 
to the “right school,” if he does not write 
for the “right magazine,” if he does not 
attend the “right lectures,” if he does not 
have the “right friends,” or rub elbows at 
the “right” places, he will be marginalized 
and ill-treated by the elders, preachers, 
and members of a congregation. Some 
brethren have been marginalized because 
they were called “old-school preachers.” 
I mean, you don’t want an “old-school 
preacher” preaching in the congregation! 
Brethren, what is that? Let us call it what 
it is – factionalism! Factionalism rears 
its ugly head at times, and can separate 
good brethren from one another. This 
is not right. I remember when Paul was 
ill-treated by some of the brethren. Paul 
told the brethren at Philippi that some 
had taken the opportunity of his being 
in prison to try to “add affliction” to 
his bonds by speaking ill of him (Phil. 

1:14-16). What good did this do for the 
Lord’s cause? Let me hasten to say I am 
not talking about the warning necessary 
when we know someone is preaching 
false doctrine (Rom. 16:17; 2 John 7-8). 
To the contrary, this concerns sound 
brethren, men faithful to the Lord, who 
are being marginalized and ill-treated at 
times by those who are drifting from God. 
Sound doctrine needs to be preached 
everywhere and in every church, and 
we need to encourage folks in this work 
(Matt. 10:40-42).

Let me also suggest that living in the 
past can be an indicator of drifting. In 
other words, when folks speak of fighting 
for the Lord in the past, but no battles 
with Satan are currently taking place, 
then something is wrong. Just because 
a congregation is “non-institutional” 
does not mean they have fought all 
fights and can never drift from the Lord’s 
truth. Being “non-institutional” does not 
mean they are not guilty of sinful actions 
in other areas! So far as we can see in 
Scripture, every one of the churches 
in Asia (Rev. 2-3) would be considered 
“non-institutional.” Does this mean none 
of those churches were drifting? Read 
Revelation 2-3 for yourself and answer 
that question. A group can be “non-
institutional” and still be drifting away 
from God! We cataloged just a few of 
those ways above. “Therefore let anyone 
who thinks that he stands take heed lest 
he fall” (1 Cor. 10:12). This applies in a 
congregational setting as well!

Sometimes, we sing the song “You Are 
Drifting Too Far from Shore.” Could this 
be our problem? Drifting is dangerous 
because it seems so innocent at first. 
It could be so slight at first that we do 
not recognize it. Drifting away can take 
months or years, but the end result is 
still destruction! Let us beware, brethren. 
Let us examine ourselves, see where we 
are in relation to the Lord, and let us 
determine not to leave the things we have 
known and been taught through the Bible 
(2 Cor. 13:5; Phil. 4:9; Heb. 2:1)!

Jarrod Jacobs

Jarrod Jacobs has been preaching 
“full-time” since 1994. The last 
three  years he has been working 
with the church in Caneyville, KY. 
His email is JJacobs291@aol.com
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Away From Bible Authority
By Mark Mayberry

Failure to recognize the 
importance of Bible authority 
is a danger facing the church 
today. In many places, this topic 

is neglected. Some avoid preaching on 
authority for fear of driving away the 
weak, the erring, and the uninformed. 
As a result, brethren do not understand 
this fundamental subject, or appreciate 
how it impacts one’s personal faith 
and congregational actions. 

The concept that man is the 
measure of all things, and that human 
thinking alone distinguishes purity 
from defilement, right from wrong, 
and wisdom from folly is very much 
in vogue. However, this mindset 
reflects a spirit of rebellion. The 12th 
Psalm, written by David, depicts God 
as a Helper against wicked men, who 
defiantly say, “With our tongue we will 
prevail; our lips are our own; who is lord 
over us?” (v. 4). 

While men are inclined to follow their 
own wisdom, Solomon affirms this is 
folly (Prov. 14:11-12; 16:20-25). Jeremiah 
declares, “I know, O Lord, that a man’s 
way is not in himself, nor is it in a man 
who walks to direct his steps” (Jer. 
10:23-24). God is the Potter; we are the 
clay (Isa. 64:8). Let us not defy our Maker 
(Isa. 29:15-16; 45:9), but rather, allow 
Him to mold and make us after His will 
(Jer. 18:1-11). 

Knowing that man is not pure, in and 
of himself (Psa. 14:1-3; Prov. 30:11-14), 
we must seek purity on God’s terms, 
through the forgiveness that He alone 
offers, and by living in harmony with His 

Holy Word (1 John 3:1-10). Knowing that 
man is not right, in and of himself (Deut. 
12:8-12; Judg. 21:25; Isa. 30:9-11), let 
us seek righteousness on God’s terms, 
according to His perfect precepts (Psa. 
19:7-11; Prov. 12:15; 21:2). Knowing that 
man is not wise, in and of himself (Psa. 
36:1-4; Prov. 26:4-5, 12, 16), let us seek 
wisdom on God’s terms, according to His 
infinite wisdom (1 Cor. 1:26-31; 2:12-16).	

Acting Without Divine 
Authority

Old Testament Examples. Nadab and 
Abihu were killed because they offered 
strange fire to the Lord (Lev. 10:1-11). 
Jeroboam, the first king of Israel, made 
wholesale changes in worship, thus 
causing Israel to sin (1 Kings 12:25-33). 
King Uzziah was stricken with leprosy 
because he usurped the priestly 
function of offering incense (2 Chron. 
26:16-21).

New Testament Admonitions. Jesus 
warned against lawlessness, i.e., acting 
without divine authorization (Matt. 
7:21-23; 23:27-28). He denounced vain 
worship that accords with the traditions 
of men; therefore, we must heed the 
age old prohibition against adding to, 
subtracting from, or otherwise altering 
the Word of God (Matt. 15:1-14; Mark 
7:1-13). Inspired apostles cautioned 
against heresy, i.e., causing divisions by 
departing from the divine standard (1 
Cor. 11:17-32; 2 Pet. 2:1-3).

Establishing Bible Authority
In former times, God spoke to 

the fathers through Moses and the 
prophets, but in this present age, he 
speaks through His Son (Heb. 1:1-4). 
Having been installed as King upon 
Zion, God’s holy mountain (Psa. 2:6; 
Heb. 1:8), government rests upon His 
shoulders (Isa. 9:6–7). Accordingly, Jesus 
Christ possesses all authority (Matt. 
28:18-20; Eph. 1:20-23).

The Greek word exousia, oft 
translated “authority,” refers to the 
“power to act” (Thomas 1849). BDAG 
offers a more detailed definition: “(1) a 
state of control over something, freedom 
of choice, right; (2) potential or resource 
to command, control, or govern, 
capability, might, power; (3) the right to 
control or command, authority, absolute 
power, warrant; (4) power exercised 
by rulers or others in high position 
by virtue of their office, ruling power, 
official power….”

Realizing that we will be judged by 
the Word of God (John 12:48-50), it is 
imperative that we respect the authority 
of Sacred Scripture (2 Tim. 3:16-17; Col. 
3:17). Jesus delegated authority to His 
apostles and prophets who collectively 
revealed the New Testament (John 
14:25-26; 16:12-15; 1 Cor. 2:12-13; Eph. 
3:1-5; etc.). Hence, we must accurately 
handle the word of truth (2 Tim. 2:15), 
not going beyond the things that are 
written (1 Cor. 4:6) or preaching another 
gospel (Gal. 1:6-9), or distorting the 
Scriptures to our own destruction (2 Pet. 
3:16). 

The Holy Spirit caused the inspired 
apostles and prophets to use three 
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basic methods of authorizing religious 
actions: direct statements, divinely 
approved examples, and necessary 
inferences. Sacred Scripture also 
distinguishes between general and 
specific commands. The Lord calls upon 
us to use our minds in understanding 
the will of God (Col. 1:9-12; Eph. 5:15-
17).

Direct Statements. It should go 
without saying that we are bound to 
obey any direct statement regarding 
our obligations to God. A direct 
statement might take the form of a 
positive commandment (Acts 2:38-40), 
a negative prohibition (Eph. 5:3-12), 
or a declarative statement of fact (Gal. 
5:19-23). 

Approved Examples. The Scriptures 
also teach by example or illustration (1 
Cor. 10:6, 11). Christ conducted Himself 
so that when men saw His actions they 
could know how they ought to live 
(Matt. 16:24; 1 Pet. 2:21). So likewise, 
the Apostles acted under the direction 
of the Holy Spirit, and their example 
guided the early church (1 Cor. 11:1; 
Phil. 3:17; 4:9). 

Necessary Inferences. The Bible 
teaches through necessary inference, 
i.e., conclusions that must be true even 
though they are not explicitly stated. 
For example, a noteworthy Messianic 
prophecy affirms, “The Lord hath sworn, 
and will not repent, Thou art a priest 
for ever after the order of Melchizedek” 
(Ps. 110:4). This verse necessarily infers 
three irrefutable facts: (1) There would 
be a change in the priesthood; (2) There 
would be a change in the law, for a 
change in the priesthood necessitated 
a change in the law; and (3) perfection 
could not be attained through the 
Levitical priesthood, thus it was 
necessary that another priest should 
arise after the order of Melchizedek 
(Heb. 7:11-17).

Jesus taught through parables or 
illustrative stories, and then called upon 
men to infer the necessary spiritual 
lesson and apply it to their lives: “He 
who has ears to hear, let him hear!” 

Sometimes we are expected to conclude 
points of truth from other instruction 
given. Necessary inference is that 
which must be true even though it is 
not explicitly stated. It is something 
clearly implied by that which is said. 
For example, our Lord condemned the 
Sadducees for not concluding that there 
is a resurrection from God’s statement 
to Moses in Exodus chapter three (Matt. 
22:23-33). Again He used this method in 
reassuring John the Baptist that He was 
indeed the Christ (Matt. 11:2-6). This 
concept appears elsewhere in the New 
Testament (Eph. 4:9-10; Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 
29; 3:6, 13, 22).

Is a “necessary inference” binding 
upon the conscience? Yes! When careful 
study of God’s word impresses you with 
an inescapable conclusion, however 
conveyed, you must accept it or be 
untrue to yourself and to God.

General vs. Specific. At times, God’s 
commandments are generic. When the 
Lord does not specify exactly what He 
wants us to do or the method by which 
we are to obey, we may use any action 
or method that falls within the realm of 
the command. General commands and 
examples include all that is necessary 
to the carrying out of that command. 

At times, the Lord specifies various 
particulars. When God specifies exactly 
what He wants us to do, or the method 
by which we are to obey, we are not 
free to do anything else, or use any 
other methods. Specific statements or 
examples exclude anything outside the 
scope of that which is specified.

For example, the command “Go 
teach/preach” (Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 
16:15-16) is general, authorizing various 
means of transportation: walking, 
riding, sailing, etc. However, the content 
of the message is specified: we must 
only preach the gospel (Acts 20:26-27; 2 
John 9).

Other important lessons should 
also be considered, such as “When is 
an example binding?”, or “What is the 
proper application of expediency?” 
or “Is the silence of God permissive 

or prohibitive?” If you seek a deeper 
understanding of these issues, I 
encourage you to consider some of the 
good material on the subject of Bible 
authority available at http://www.
ceibooks.com/. 

Conclusion
The confusion and division so 

characteristic of the religious world 
would not exist if men would only learn 
to respect the authority of Christ. Unity 
is attainable if we would only “speak 
as the oracles of God” (1 Pet. 4:11) and 
preach those “things which are fitting 
for sound doctrine” (Tit. 2:1).
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et us note three points 
relevant to our title.

Bible Preaching
The Lord’s church came into 

existence as the result of preaching 
that cited, explained, emphasized, 
and applied Scripture (Acts 2:14-36; 
13:13-39). Such preaching contained 
exhortation to respond to the word of 
God (Acts 2:40; 3:19; 13:40,41). It called 
attention to God’s word and not to the 
abilities or credentials of those who 
preached it (Acts 4:13; 1 Cor. 2:1-5). 
Rather, a clear connection was made 
between the words preached and the 
God who had revealed them (Acts 2:39; 
3:18, 26; 4:8-12; 1 Cor. 2:2, 12, 13; note 
the many occurrences of “God” and 
“He” in Acts 13:16-37). 

Churches were established on the 
pure apostolic teaching (1 Cor. 3:10, 
11; Acts 11:19-26). This teaching is the 
authoritative Scripture of the Christian 
dispensation (2 Pet. 3:15, 16). When 
problems arose appeal was made to 
what God had revealed to the inspired 
men of the first century (Acts 15:1-21; 1 
Cor. 7:1-14:40). Lines were clearly drawn 
between that revelation and teaching 
from other sources (Acts 20:28-32; 1 
Tim. 4:1-5; Titus 1:9-11). Christians were 
commended to God and His word as 
their rule and guide (Acts 20:32; Rom. 
16:17,18; 1 John 2:24; 2 John 9; Jude 
3). This preaching saves from sin and 
guides to final salvation in heaven.

Drifting Away from Bible 
Preaching

As Paul’s life was drawing to a close 
he foresaw that “the time will come 
when they will not endure the sound 
doctrine; but, having itching ears, will 
heap to themselves teachers after their 
own lusts; and will turn away their ears 
from the truth, and turn aside unto 
fables” (2 Tim. 4:3, 4). This was the 
reason he gave for telling Timothy to 
“preach the word; be urgent in season, 
out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, 
with all longsuffering and teaching” 
(2 Tim. 4:2). We note a big difference 
between the message Timothy was to 
preach and that implicitly desired by 
those with itching ears. He was to base 
his preaching on the original gospel 
while they would not endure sound 
doctrine. They wanted a message suited 
to their own desires. His preaching 
would sometimes contain stinging 
reproof or rebuke while the preaching 
desired by those drifting from the faith 
would be designed to scratch itching 
ears. Preaching that cites, explains, 
emphasizes, and applies Scripture, 
along with exhortations to make needed 
application, is what has been needed 
by each generation of God’s people, 
including this generation. In light of 
all this, it is hoped that the reader 
can better appreciate the following 
exhortation from Scripture: “Therefore 
we ought to give the more earnest heed 
to the things that were heard, lest haply 
we drift away from them” (Heb. 2:1). This 
brings up a question.

What Are Some Signs of 
Drifting Away from Bible 
Preaching Today?

1. Complaints that are made. Such 
preaching is branded “old fashioned” 
and part of what is wrong with so-called 
“traditional churches.” First, God’s word 
will always be fresh and like new to 
those who truly seek it (1 Cor. 15:1, 2; 2 
Tim. 3:16, 17; Heb. 4:12). They will want 
it preached and applied. Secondly, the 
“traditional” charge is short-sighted 
and self-condemning. That to which 
such critics change itself will become 
traditional with time. All should beware 
of labeling something as “traditional” 
which is actually an outward 
manifestation of faithful Christians 
continuing in the faith (Acts 2:42; 1 Cor. 
16:1-2). Would anyone be so bold as to 
say that Timothy was being traditional 
for continuing on in preaching the word 
(2 Tim. 4:2)?

2. Finding fault with those who 
model their preaching after first 
century preachers. First of all, let it be 
remembered that there were those who 
criticized Jesus and Paul (John 7:12; 
10:20; 2 Cor. 10:10). Some who hear 
Bible preaching say, “I don’t like the 
way he said that.” One who is preaching 
the truth in love has no defense against 
such a charge as there are perhaps as 
many ideas about how a certain thing 
should be said as there are people. 
Matthew 7:12 applies in such cases. One 
should think of how he would feel upon 
hearing such criticism when trying his 
best to please God with his preaching. 

Away From Bible Preaching
By Steve Wallace
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If one preaches against error 
affecting the brotherhood he is 
sometimes accused of “trying to control 
the brotherhood.” First, is there any 
preacher who writes or preaches a truth 
from God’s word who does not want to 
see the widest possible application of 
that truth? Second, why is this charge 
generally made when a sermon is 
preached against some error among 
churches? Has anyone ever heard this 
charge made when a preacher preaches 
error or advocates accepting brethren 
who teach error? 

3. The seeming desire for “ouchless” 
preaching. It seems that some today 
are thinking that preachers should 
draw a lesson from ouchless band aids. 
(Younger readers may not remember 
the days when band aids sometimes 
stuck to the wound they were covering 
and, hence, caused pain when they 
were removed.)  The thought seems to 
be that preaching which identifies and 
rebukes sin should not be done. Such 
preaching is thought to drive people 
away. Rather, hearers should be treated 
to a diet of preaching that pleases or, 
at worst, brings a tear to the eye via 
some sentimental story. As we think 
back on the opening paragraphs of this 
article it must be asked, Is this the kind 
of preaching upon which the church was 
founded and upon which it thrived (Acts 
2:23, 37; 3:13-15; Gal. 2:11-18; 1 Tim. 
5:20; Titus 1:13)? In this light the demise 
of the invitation in some churches is 
better understood. The purpose of the 
invitation is to cause listeners to think 
about the urgent needs of their souls in 
case they are not in a right relationship 
with God and to urge relevant response. 
Why would anyone want to stop this 
practice? One reason would be to spare 
listeners the pain. As John T. Lewis once 
wrote, “I would rather have thousands 
say to me at the judgment, ‘We heard 
you preach and you hurt our feelings,’ 
than to have just one lost soul to say, ‘I 
heard you preach, but you did not tell 
me the truth’” (“Obedience [2],” Gospel 
Advocate, 10/4/34, p. 953).

4. Treating the assembly as if it were 
an audience waiting to be entertained. 
This can lead to the idea that only 
“lettered” preachers and dynamic 
speakers should be sought to fill pulpits. 
The fact that a given preacher is a 
“professor” or “doctor” is now being 
emphasized by some non-institutional 
churches. (One preacher, who had 
gotten his PhD, had the misfortune of 
having a church list him as “doctor” on 
the announcements for his meeting with 
them.) When entertaining preaching is 
desired, preachers known more for their 
sense of humor than for their exegesis 
of Scripture are likely to be in the pulpit. 
Will this kind of preaching draw people 
to Jesus (John 6:44, 45; 12:32, 33)?

5. Turning to “fables” (2 Tim. 4:4). 
Something has to fill the void in the 
absence of real preaching. There are 
brethren today who have long been 
known for lending their influence 
to preachers who have furthered 
adulterous marriages among churches. 
Others commend those who teach 
that the creation week of Genesis 1 
was millions or billions of years long. 
The idea that polygamy cannot be 
condemned has gained ground among 
brethren as has the error of denying 
eternal punishment. Still others claim 
that churches always met in houses in 
the first century. Brethren, the general 
course of apostasy that Paul predicted 
can manifest itself in many ways. Let us 
show reverence for his inspired words 
(Isa. 66:2).

Bible preaching, as described in 
this article, is what the church and the 
world have always needed. However, 
things like those we have noted under 
our last point both feed and evidence 
the development of a mindset against 
sound, solid Bible preaching.  

Steve Wallace
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Away From Bible Patterns
By Steven J. Wallace

“...but if I am delayed, I write 
so that you may know how you 
ought to conduct yourself in 
the house of God, which is the 
church of the living God, the 
pillar and ground of the truth” 
(1 Tim. 3:15).

The church of Christ was designed 
to be the pillar and ground of truth, 
and it is sufficient for such a work 
because the Head of the church is the 
truth (John 14:6). Further, our Lord 
chose apostles to represent Him and 
reveal the whole truth to the church by 
the Holy Spirit (John 16:13). Either the 
apostles were directed into all truth, 
or Jesus lied. It cannot be any other 
way. Jesus Christ and the apostles have 
done their part. What remains is for the 
body (the church) to cling to the head 
(Christ), that it can support the truth 
in a world where error runs rampant. 
That churches can drift away from the 
truth is obvious from the Scriptures. 
Corinth was splintered and plagued by 
all kinds of error. Paul cautioned the 
church at Colossae, instructing them 
to hold fast to the head lest they be 
cheated of their reward by false wisdom, 
false worship, and false doctrine (Col. 
2:18–23). Many in Asia were departing 
from the pattern revealed to them. Paul 
had some apostasy on his mind when 
he wrote in his last letter, “… all those in 
Asia have turned away from me, among 
whom are Phygellus and Hermogenes” 
(2 Tim. 1:15). Timothy was therefore 
commanded to hold fast to the pattern 
of sound words, because men would be 
given to change and would desire ear-

tickling fables over truth (2 Tim. 1:13; 
4:2–5). We read in John’s Revelation that 
Ephesus was on the brink of having her 
lampstand removed and the churches 
at Pergamos and Thyatira had tolerated 
false doctrine. Laodicea had made Jesus 
sick to where He could not find one 
thing good to say about them. It may be 
that the church at Sardis was a trendy 
and worldly church; they had a name 
that they were alive, but the Lord looked 
at their works and pronounced them 
dead (Rev. 3:1). They were counseled 
to remember how they heard the word, 
hold fast to it, and repent (Rev. 3:3). It 
is hard to imagine any better counsel to 
be given to churches where the currents 
of worldliness and compromise flow 
through today. 

Attitudes Adrift for the 
Worship

Several churches trend with the 
world. Many churches who may have a 
name that they are alive seek to culture 
their worship with what their culture 
worships. Since our society has replaced 
the Biblical roles distinct to being male 
and female, churches have done the 
same with their worship. More and more 
we hear of women serving the Lord’s 
Supper. Some churches have created 
“worship leadership teams” to help 
blend modern religious songs into their 
a cappella praise. These teams consist 
of four to sixteen people who sit on 
the first few pews with microphones. 
These groups are often men mixed with 
women and have easily transitioned to 
women taking on more of a leadership 

role, where they read Scripture and lead 
prayer from their seat during worship. 

Since our society is entertainment 
crazed, instrumental music continues 
to be added to the worship services. 
Hence congregations that claim 
to be “of Christ” are following the 
denominational invention of having 
two kinds of worship. These churches 
will have one service as “traditional 
worship” for the older generation and 
another service as “contemporary 
worship.” The one that is traditional will 
be a cappella, while the contemporary 
service will have mechanical 
instruments and often an expanded role 
of women. Such a system mocks Bible 
authority, defies the goal of unity, and 
ignores the command to be of the same 
mind and same judgment (1 Cor. 1:10).

 When faced with the various currents 
of error, let us possess the mind of 
Christ. While there were many good 
and capable women whom Jesus could 
have chosen to serve as apostles, He 
purposefully chose males. This follows 
what the law taught regarding the 
respective gender roles (Gen. 2:18; 
3:16). He further underscored that 
the overseers of the church would 
not be just men, but faithful fathers 
of faithful children (Titus 1:5–7; 1 Tim. 
3:1–7). Likewise deacons were to be 
the husbands of one wife (1 Tim. 3:12). 
God called upon woman to submit 
to man and his headship (Eph. 5:22). 
This is not to say that there is nothing 
women can do in the church; however, 
her role is limited. Women can excel 
at encouraging others, supporting the 
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truth, teaching women and children, 
and serving in various ways, but she is 
called to not teach or exercise authority 
over a man (1 Tim. 2:11, 12). This would 
exclude her from leading the church, 
leading in worship, or serving as an 
evangelist (cf. Titus 2:15). 

Further, let us remember and hold 
fast that worship to God is to be about 
God. We should happily steer away from 
turning worship into pleasing self. “But 
the hour is coming, and now is, when 
the true worshipers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truth; for the Father 
is seeking such to worship Him. God is 
Spirit, and those who worship Him must 
worship in spirit and truth” (John 4:23, 
24). Let us make our worship pleasing in 
His sight, lest He not respect us or our 
service (see Cain’s sacrifice, Gen. 4:5). If 
the Lord wanted instrumental music, He 
would have easily commanded its use. 
Nevertheless, He chose only a cappella. 
He has bound that we speak and make 
melody in our heart, not on a harp (Eph. 
5:19; Heb. 13:15). “And whatever you 
do in word or deed, do all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
the Father through Him” (Col. 3:17). 
Ironically, this very passage which calls 
men to authority is placed right after a 
verse that calls men to sing to the Lord!

Attitudes Adrift for the Work
The work of the church is defined in 

Scripture to be evangelism, edification, 
and encompasses limited benevolence 
to needy saints. The church at 
Thessalonica was instrumental in being 
evangelistic, for the word of the Lord 
sounded forth from them (1 Thess. 
1:8). Paul commanded the work of 
edification (1 Cor. 14:26; Eph. 4:12–16). 
Edification is building up the body 
of Christ and essentially fulfills the 
second part of the great commission, 
“teaching them to observe all things 
that I have commanded you…” (Matt. 
28:20). Benevolence, or gifts of charity 
from the church, was always limited to 
poor and needy saints (Rom. 15:25, 26; 
Acts 11:29; etc.). In fact, the church was 

commissioned to discern even between 
widows for such charity (1 Tim. 5:3, 16). 

Many are not content with the 
mission of the church and have sought 
to spice it up with social programs and 
burden it with humanitarian efforts 
that were never a part of its design. 
Many churches seek a “bait and switch” 
gospel, where they can draw people 
in with social programs and then seek 
to introduce the gospel to them. No 
first-century church or preacher sought 
to do this. Today, it is not uncommon 
to hear of retreats, dinners, games, 
and other works of frolic plastered on 
advertisements from the church. The 
modern youth group is an abject failure 
which prolongs youthful immaturity and 
ignorance. To many folks, the church is 
viewed as nothing but a humanitarian 
organization to give homeless people 
shelter, food, and money. Many become 
angry to learn that this has never been 
a work of the church. The church’s 
spiritual mission to teach and uphold 
the truth so that people can be saved 
from sin seems foreign to the masses. 
These carnal additions cheapen the 
church. Jesus said the poor would 
always exist and that individuals can 
give to them whenever they want. 
However, He exonerated a woman 
who was accused of wasting money 
when she gave a lavish gift to Him for 
the gospel’s sake (Mark 14:3–9). Such 
should underscore the separation of 
humanitarian works and the gospel’s 
focus – the soul. Let us not be carried 
away by the world’s church. If we are 
“of Christ,” let us speak and act with His 
authority. The Bible has provided us all 
things that pertain to life and godliness; 
be content to abide within the pattern 
(2 Pet. 1:3; John 8:31; 1 John 2:24; 1 Pet. 
4:11; 2 John 9–11).

Steven J. Wallace
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Away From Reverence in 
Worship
By Kyle Campbell

True worship, extended in the 
proper manner and spirit, 
will edify Christians. Worship 
that is not taken seriously is 

not only ineffective but also tends to 
wear us down spiritually. Whatever 
the exact meaning of 1 Corinthians 
11:30 is (“For this cause many are 
weak and sickly among you, and many 
sleep.”), it does show that altered 
worship (in this context the observance 
of the Lord’s Supper) is serious.

For a good while, the attitude 
of Christians in worship has been 
becoming more casual, perhaps 
too casual. Some equate worship 
assemblies with mundane efforts like 
attending school or going to work. But 
worship should be the most significant 
event of our lives. Psalm 27:4 says, “One 
thing have I desired of the Lord, that 
will I seek after; that I may dwell in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, 
to behold the beauty of the Lord, and 
to enquire in his temple” (cf. Psa. 138:2; 
Acts 2:42-47). When saints assemble, the 
Lord is with them. Therefore, whatever 
impedes His people from worshiping 
Him affects Him.

Any problem in worshiping God is 
usually caused by a lack of appreciation 
for the holiness of worship. That lack of 
love or desire may have first developed 
because someone made them attend. 
What my intent is in this article is to get 
you to see the need for seeing worship 
as God sees it, then altering your heart 

and actions to make it more special. 
When it is more special to you, it will be 
more special to God. In that way, you 
will grow, and more importantly, you 
will want to worship. Let’s think about 
what we need to watch and then see 
what a casual attitude does.

Areas We Need to Watch
First, let’s watch how we act. It is 

easy to demonize the Internet and 
talk about how members now text, 
check/post on Facebook, Instagram, 
or Twitter during the assembly, but the 
truth is, distractions in worship have 
been around a long time. I have seen 
and regrettably participated in talking, 
giggling, laughing, gazing around, 
punching each other, passing notes, 
sleeping, going multiple times to the 
restroom, clipping fingernails, making 
grocery lists, habitually running late, 
etc., for as long as I can remember. 
The gospel message is the “word of 
life” that should be searched and 
meditated on (Phil. 2:16; Isa. 34:16). 
Allowing yourself to become easily 
distracted betrays an interest that is not 
very strong. Furthermore, some have 
used “experience enhancers” such as 
clapping at baptisms, hand-raising/
waving, light-dimming, etc. in their 
assemblies. True reverence and respect 
for God comes from our heart, not what 
we work up using external stimuli. One 
last area we should watch is providing 
play time for small children during the 

worship assembly (denominations call 
it “Children’s Church”) instead of letting 
them listen to the sermon and learning 
to act appropriately.

Second, let’s watch how we dress. 
One might think it goes without saying 
in the worship assembly, but we must 
dress modestly (1 Tim. 2:9-10; 1 Pet. 
3:1-7). No one who respects the Lord 
and his/her body will be seen among 
Christians in revealing or tight outfits. 
When God clothed the priests in Exodus 
28-29, He put them in clothing that 
was both modest and showed respect 
toward their office. I know it is in the 
Old Testament, but could we not learn 
from how God wanted His servants to 
look? Denominational churches have 
advocated that “you don’t have to dress 
up; it’s just church.” It’s interesting 
that people who go to funerals will 
dress in ways they never have before 
because they realize the importance 
and solemnity of the occasion. What 
about worship to our Almighty God? 
From my observation, there has been a 
tendency toward casual dress which I 
fear indicates (but I realize that it does 
not conclusively prove) a casual attitude 
toward our worship and other areas of 
service to God. This is an area where 
care has to be exercised. There are many 
matters that are opinion to brethren, 
but are not a part of the revealed “faith” 
of the Bible. One needs to recognize the 
difference between faith and opinion. 
“The faith” is the body of teaching or 
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doctrine which we must obey and follow 
in order to be saved (Acts 6:7; 13:8; 16:5; 
2 Cor. 13:5; Col. 1:23; 2 Tim. 4:7; Jude 
3). Opinion is an impression resting on 
human judgment, without clear and 
satisfactory testimony. An opinion may 
be a very strong impression, but it is 
based on a deduction or inference from 
a passage or passages of Scripture. 
Through the years, brethren have had 
varying opinions on men having facial 
hair or wearing coats and ties when 
waiting on the Lord’s table, women 
wearing slacks in the assemblies, men 
wearing jeans or casual shirts, etc. 
However, if the clothing is modest and 
it shows respect by virtue of being the 
best we have, then we cannot argue the 
point.

Third, let’s watch how we speak. 
Even conscientious, godly brethren let 
their mouths get the best of them. The 
person who slanders and backbites is 
a fool (Prov. 10:18). The wicked love 
ungodly speech (Psa. 52:4), so keep 
your mouth from speaking wickedness 
(Psa. 34:13; 1 Pet. 3:10). Proverbs 25:23 
guarantees that words like these will 
cause problems in a congregation 
(Prov. 25:23). If you allow evil out 
of your mouth, it will demonstrate 
to everyone the condition of your 
heart (Luke 6:45). On the other hand, 
Christians appreciate men who take the 
time to speak publicly in a way that is 
thought-provoking, not cliché (Col. 4:6). 
Christians also appreciate preachers 
and teachers who speak sound words 
in the assembly (sermons and Bible 
classes) that are consistent with sound 
doctrine (1 Tim. 4:6, 13, 16; 6:3; 2 Tim. 
4:3; Tit. 1:9; 2:1, 7, 10).

What a Casual Attitude Shows
First, it shows a lack of respect for 

the speaker. The preacher or Bible class 
teacher deserves respect because of 
the word they present (Neh. 8:5-8; Heb. 
12:25-26). When people act improperly 
during preaching or in a Bible class, they 
have a disregard for both the messenger 
and the message. How would you like 
to have the situation reversed (Matt. 

7:12)? Many young and old view the 
speaker with the same attitude as they 
would a secular teacher. They refuse the 
message by saying, “It’s boring.” Do you 
actively work at holding your attention? 
The Bible is interesting on its own. 
Although the preacher and teacher must 
do their part to be engaging, sermons 
and especially classes are two-way 
streets.

Second, it shows a lack of respect for 
parents. For the young people, your 
parents have often sacrificed to give you 
life, to care for you when you could not 
care for yourself, to clothe you, feed you, 
and stand by you. How do you think it 
makes them feel to learn that you are a 
disturbance in assemblies or in classes 
(Prov. 15:5)?

Third, it shows a lack of respect for 
other worshipers. It is hard to teach and 
to listen when there are distractions and 
disruptions. Visitors may be watching 
your actions and judging not only your 
congregation, but the Lord’s church in 
general. I know it may not seem fair, but 
it is reality.

Fourth, it shows a lack of maturity. 
Although young people like to think 
they are older than they are, when 
they misbehave, they are behaving like 
children. When adults misbehave, they 
show their carnality (1 Cor. 3:1; Heb. 
5:11). Someone once said, “You’re never 
too old to grow up.”

Fifth, it shows a lack of respect for 
God. Worship assemblies are for the 
purpose of praising and honoring God 
(Psa. 44:8). However, the previously 
mentioned actions show a disrespect for 
God, and the behavior could cause you 
to lose your soul.

William Temple, the archbishop 
of Canterbury, defined worship as 
“quickening the conscience by the 
holiness of God, feeding the mind 
with the truth of God, purging the 
imagination by the beauty of God, 
opening the heart to the love of God, 
and devoting the will to the purpose 
of God.” Our actions can either hinder 
us or others from realizing that worth 

and value, or it can increase it. Worship 
is a tremendous privilege that should 
be guarded with love, zeal, and a 
realization of its worth and value (Psa. 
29:2; 56:10).
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Away From the Militant Gospel
By Chris Reeves

I applaud the brethren in charge 
of organizing this special series of 
articles on drifting. Like the author 
of Hebrews, we must constantly 

warn our brethren about the dangers 
of drifting: “Therefore we ought to give 
the more earnest heed to the things that 
were heard, lest haply we drift away 
from them” (Heb. 2:1). Brethren can 
slowly slip away into sin and error if 
they are not vigilant. Today, there is a 
number of signs and trends indicating 
that members of the Lord’s church are 
indeed drifting. Drifting away from a 
militant gospel is one such trend that 
we want to examine in this article.

Foy E. Wallace once wrote many 
years ago: “The spirit of pacifism is 
taking the fight out of the church. But 
the conflict between truth and error is 
unending. Victory does not come by 
truce. God’s terms are unconditional 
surrender.... The church grew when the 
fight was waged and the battles raged. 
When the let-up came in the fight, the 
let-down came in the church. It is said 
that the denominations do not fight any 
more. That is because the church has 
quit fighting and they have nothing to 
fight. If gospel preachers will fight now 
as gospel preachers fought then, the 
denominations will fight now as they 
fought then and truth will triumph now 
as it triumphed then” (“What the Church 
Must Do to Be Saved,” Bible Banner, 
July, 1939, p. 3).

Several years before Wallace wrote 
these words, J. D. Tant put it simply 
this way: “Don’t forget, brethren, we 
are drifting” (Firm Foundation, June 

15, 1915). What was written years ago 
by Wallace and Tant is still true today! 
Each generation of Christians faces the 
potential of drifting from the militant 
preaching of God’s word. Today, there 
are signs and trends among some 
brethren of their desire for a “softer, 
more positive approach” in writing 
articles and preaching sermons. 
Some brethren no longer want to 
debate (among themselves or with 
denominationalists). They refuse to 
“contend earnestly for the faith” (Jude 
3) publicly or privately. (Don’t confuse 
contending with be contentious, Titus 
3:2. These are two different things.) 
Others no longer want to identify error 
by name even though this practice was 
done by men like Paul (1 Tim. 1:20; 2 
Tim. 2:17).

Drifting from a militant gospel can 
also be seen in the attempts by some 
brethren to maintain fellowship with 
those who are persistent in teaching 
error (2 John 9-11). Other brethren 
refuse to preach “the whole counsel of 
God” (Acts 20:20-27). What they preach 
is often sound, but it is not so much 
what they preach that is the problem 
as what they refuse to preach. They will 
not preach plainly and boldly on topics 
like immodest apparel, unscriptural 
divorce and remarriage, social drinking, 
dancing at the prom, pornography, lack 
of attendance, undisciplined children, 
and such like. They don’t want to 
run off the church members who are 
engaged in these things. They refuse 
to present hard-hitting lessons against 
denominational errors. They don’t want 

to run off visitors who may be offended. 
Some congregations desire gospel 
meetings that are more like “seminars” 
with only positive, non-offending 
lessons presented. It makes you wonder 
if even Jesus or Paul would be invited to 
speak in these congregations today.

What Is the Militant Gospel?
The New Testament gospel, because 

it is truth, is by nature militant. Truth, by 
nature, divides and conquers. The light 
of truth exposes the darkness of sin and 
error (John 1:4-9; 3:19-21). Truth often 
makes enemies (Gal. 4:16). Jesus said, 
“Think not that I came to send peace on 
the earth: I came not to send peace, but 
a sword” (Matt. 10:34). Jesus came to 
make war against sin and error and he 
used gospel truth to do it. The gospel is 
“the sword of the Spirit, which is the word 
of God” (Eph. 6:17). The gospel truth, 
the word of God, is “living, and active, 
and sharper than any two-edged sword” 
(Heb. 4:12). Jesus wielded this sharp 
“two-edged sword” as he denounced sin 
and error with His words of truth (Rev. 
1:16; 2:12, 16). We should do the same!

Yes, we are to be “speaking the truth 
in love” (Eph. 4:15), but this does not 
eliminate militancy. The gospel by 
nature is militant and we cannot change 
that. When others have “itching ears” 
for something other than truth, we 
must still preach a militant gospel. The 
militant gospel is a part of preaching 
in season and out of season, a part of 
reproving and rebuking, and a part 
of suffering hardship as an evangelist 
(2 Tim. 4:2-5). Preaching the militant 
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gospel is a part of “being ready always 
to give answer” (1 Pet. 3:15) and keeping 
others from “being carried away with 
the error of the wicked” (2 Pet. 3:17). 
Preaching the militant gospel is a part of 
being strong in order to “overcome the 
evil one” (1 John 2:14).

Why Preach a Militant Gospel?
We preach a militant gospel in order 

to be the true Christian we need to be. 
Christians are to be strong and take a 
stand against the devil by putting on 
“the whole armor of God” (Eph. 6:10ff). 
A Christian is supposed to be a “soldier” 
in the Lord’s army and not entangled 
by “the affairs of this life” (Phil. 2:25; 2 
Tim. 2:3-4; Phile. 2). He is to “fight the 
good fight of the faith” (1 Tim. 6:12; 2 
Tim. 4:7) and to “war the good warfare” 
(1 Tim. 1:18). Let us never forget that we 
are in a spiritual battle with the devil 
who is our “enemy” (Matt. 13:39; Acts 
13:10) and our “adversary” (1 Pet. 5:8). It 
doesn’t make sense for a Christian to be 
a soldier if he is not going to be militant. 
What soldier is not militant? It is true 
that the cowardly soldier will not fight 
(Rev. 21:8) and the AWOL soldier will not 
fight (1 Tim. 5:8; 2 Tim. 2:12; Tit. 1:16), 
but do we really want to be this kind of 
soldier for Christ? Absolutely not!

We also preach a militant gospel to 
follow the example of godly preachers 
in the Bible. The prophets of the Old 
Testament were militant men. Elijah (1 
Kings 18:18) and Jeremiah (Jer. 20:7ff; 
38:1ff) were militant. John the Baptist 
was militant (Matt. 3:1-12; 14:1-12). 
Jesus was militant (Matt. 15:1ff; 23:1ff). 
Stephen was militant (Acts 7:51-53). 
Paul was militant. His preaching “turned 
the world upside down” (Acts 17:6). He 
sought to cast down “every high thing 
that is exalted against the knowledge 
of God” and he was ready to “avenge 
all disobedience” (2 Cor. 10:4-6). He did 
not give in to false teachers (Acts 15:2; 
Gal. 2:5) and he even withstood Peter 
to his face (Gal. 2:14). He was “set for 
the defense of the gospel” (Phil. 1:7, 16) 
and he preached the “gospel of God in 
much conflict” (1 Thess. 2:2). We want 

to be like these Bible preachers, not 
like the soft preachers of today who are 
motivated by pandering, performance, 
and positivity.

How Do We Support a Militant 
Gospel?

There is a great need today in the 
Lord’s church to support the militant 
gospel. We need to demand militancy 
from our preachers. Elders reading 
this article need to secure evangelists 
who are willing when necessary to 
preach a militant gospel. If their current 
evangelist is not militant when he needs 
to be and he refuses to change, then 
elders need to seek another evangelist 
who will take a stand for truth. Faithful 
brethren reading this article need to be 
asking for strong, militant preaching 
from the pulpit as the occasion warrants 
it. They need to go to the preacher and 
elders and demand militant preaching. 
They should be asking to hear “right 
things” from the pulpit, not “smooth 
things” (Isa. 30:10) or “smooth and 
fair speech” (Rom. 16:18). Bible class 
teachers and preachers reading this 
article need to be developing lessons 
that will confront sin and error. Be 
honest, preacher, when was the last 
time you preached a militant lesson 
against sin and error? How sharp is 
your sword? Does your preaching “turn 
the world upside down”? If you are not 
militant, and you will not change, I urge 
you to quit and do some other kind of 
work. All brethren reading this article 
need to be militant as they share the 
gospel with others at work, at school, 
and in their community.

Are You Drifting?
Sword. Enemy. Soldier. Armor. 

Contend. Fight. War. These words are all 
associated with someone in the military. 
They are also words associated with a 
militant gospel. Brethren, when we sing 
songs like “Onward Christian Soldier” 
and “Soldiers of Christ Arise,” do we 
really mean it? Are you militant, or have 
you been drifting? May we never drift 
from the militant gospel that saves. Like 

Paul, we should always pray that we 
would “speak boldly, as I ought to speak” 
(Eph. 6:20; Col. 4:4). When it comes to 
our spiritual battle with the devil, sin, 
error, and false teaching … make war, 
not peace!

Chris Reeves

Chris Reeves
chrisreevesmail@gmail.com
www.thegoodteacher.com

I recommend 
a new book 
by Charles G. 
Goodall titled 
Evangelism in 
the 21st Century. 
Brother Goodall 
does a fine job 
of surveying 
some of the 

past and present trends among 
brethren related to drifting from 
a militant gospel. You can order 
this book from CEI Bookstore:       
1-855-492-6657.
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Into Denominationalism
By Stan Adams

God is a jealous God (Exod. 
34:14). He will not tolerate 
rivals. He will punish all 
unfaithfulness and sin and 

will do so with zeal. Since his creation 
man has been called upon to enjoy a 
close relationship with God voluntarily. 
Once committed to that relationship, 
God holds man accountable for the 
way he lives and acts. All of mankind is 
amenable to God, but those who call 
Him Lord, must adhere to particular 
standards that He has established. 
No departure is acceptable. 

Under the Law of Moses, God 
rejected Israel, and later Judah for 
playing “the whore” (Ezek. 16:28; 23:30; 
Hos. 4:12; 9:1). God would not tolerate 
unfaithfulness then and He has not 
changed His mind today in His church. 

There is only one church (Matt. 16:18; 
Eph. 1:22, 23; 4:4; Col. 1:18; Acts 2:38-
47). It belongs to Christ and He is jealous 
over it. He loves it and gave Himself 
for her (Eph. 5:24-32). He will tolerate 
no divided love from His people and 
no rival is welcome to any degree. The 
Lord’s church has distinctive worship 
(Acts 2:42; Eph. 5:19; 1 Cor. 16:2; 11:23-
26; Acts 20:7). It has a peculiar mission 
(evangelize, edify and practice limited 
benevolence). It has a distinctive way 
in which one enters it (hear, believe, 
repent, confess and be baptized for 
remission of sins and live faithful unto 
death). The Lord has been very specific 
and precise in stating how He wants His 
people to serve Him and love Him. If we 
do not obey His commandments, we do 
not love Him (John 14; 15). If we do not 

love Him we are unfaithful to Him and 
“play the harlot” against Him. 

Revelation 2 and 3 lists five 
congregations that were in danger of 
having their “candlestick removed” 
due to their failure to serve the Lord as 
He dictated. Each of these local works 
was in the throes of departing from the 
Lord and each was drifting into full-
blown denominationalism. In Galatians 
1:6 we see that Paul marveled that 
the churches of Galatia were “so soon 
removed … unto another gospel.” He 
tells them in verses 9 and 10 that no one 
has the right to alter the teachings of the 
Lord. The gospel is the creed the church 
is to adhere to and nothing else. No man 
has the right to depart from it without 
facing the wrath of the Lord. 

If you were to ask the average person 
in the world what he knows about the 
church of Christ, he might well use the 
term Campbellite to refer to it. Friends, 
Alexander Campbell did not establish 
the Lord’s church. It was established 
in Jerusalem about A.D. 33 and was 
founded by Jesus Christ. Campbell lived 
in the 1800’s and he did not reside in 
Jerusalem and he was not Jesus Christ. 
So you have the wrong time, place, and 
individual; hence, he could not be the 
founder of the church of Christ. Many 
Christians are ignorant of this fact and 
have not studied church history enough 
to know how to confront this issue. 
Here in Hickory, NC there are digressive 
brethren who are accepting the notion 
that Campbell started the church of 
Christ. The drifting is not going to take 
place brethren; it is already here. How 

do we confront this error? We study 
God’s word and go back and teach 
sermons on the authority of the Word 
of God and the unique, ancient origin of 
the church of Christ. We dig into church 
history and establish that the Lord’s 
church is spoken of as being in existence 
long before the 1800’s. It is not one of 
many – it is the only one and we do not 
need to apologize for that fact – one 
head, one body – one church (Eph. 1:22, 
23; 4:4). 

Many preachers have put aside 
preaching on the one true church and 
have adopted the notion that you can 
“preach Christ” without “preaching the 
church.” For the life of me I have not 
figured out how to do that scripturally. 
You cannot preach a head without a 
body (Col. 1:18). Instead of preaching 
what the Bible says, many brethren 
have become more enamored with 
preaching about “how to grow a 
church.” Many have adopted the 
teachings of denominational men 
and replaced Bible preaching with 
motivational sermons on how to get 
a bigger crowd and attract the most 
people. While all of us would agree that 
brethren need to get motivated and we 
should preach on zeal, we do not sell 
the truth for a larger crowd or a larger 
building. Any congregation that is built 
on such sandy soil is not built on the 
foundation of Christ and is not a church 
that is pleasing to the Lord, no matter 
how many people it has. The Lord said 
that the “fields are already white unto 
harvest” (John 4:35). However, many 
brethren are more interested in getting 
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transfers (preferably wealthy), than they 
are in reaching lost souls with the pure 
gospel. The Lord is the one who brings 
the increase and may He bring forth 
many, but those who are converted to 
a watered down gospel and who do not 
know that there is only one true church, 
are little more than wet sinners, who 
will drift away as soon as the truth is 
preached. They have been deceived into 
obedience without all the facts. This is 
not biblical growth. 

The denominations have adopted the 
“social gospel” to reach the lost. Many 
in the Lord’s church seem to think that 
is working and that we should adopt 
it. Preachers from another generation 
preached long and loud against these 
things and said that if someone is a 
member because of “hotdogs, pony 
rides and entertainment” then when 
those things are gone these people will 
be gone too. They spoke the truth. 

With a cheapened message comes 
a lowered morality. Preaching and 
teaching against works of the flesh 
is considered legalistic and too 
judgmental. We are told that that type 
of preaching will chase people off. 
Many do not want to hear the truth 
on marriage, divorce, and remarriage; 
gambling; immodesty; dancing; 
homosexuality; social drinking and a 
host of other issues that are addressed 
in the God’s word. They want a “kinder, 
gentler approach” that does not offend. 
We are told we can’t “draw lines” 
and that we are narrow-minded for 
preaching on subjects like these. Many 
brethren do not want to hear it and 
will chase off preachers who dare to 
preach with such boldness. We remedy 
this issue by heeding what Paul told 
Timothy: “preach the word, be urgent in 
season, out of season, reprove, rebuke 
and exhort with all longsuffering and 
doctrine for the time will come when 
they will not endure sound doctrine but 
will heap to themselves teachers, having 
itching ears and they shall turn aside 
their ears from the truth and be turned 
unto fables” (2 Tim. 4:2-4). No one need 
be ashamed of the gospel of Christ; it is 

still the “power of God unto salvation” 
(Rom. 1:16).

Denominationalism is not new. It was 
starting in Galatia, Colossae, Corinth, 
Ephesus, Laodicea, and many other 
congregations in the New Testament. 
It does not happen overnight. It is 
gradual and many are too blind to see 
it until it becomes full-blown. Notice 
that this article deals with the danger 
of drifting into denominationalism. 
No church sets out to depart the faith. 
Gradual softening of attitudes due to 
lack of study and teaching leads to 
apostasy. To my knowledge there are 
no sound congregations in Asia Minor. 
What happened? Gradual acceptance of 
counterfeit truth and a failure to watch 
for error. It starts with an attitude that 
apologizes for loving militance and 
adherence to the standard of the gospel. 
It starts by honoring men over God’s 
word and by cherishing friendships 
over the precious Truth. These winds 
are present not only among our 
institutional brethren but among many 
whom we would consider “sound.” We 
dare not sell out the truth for friendship 
or allegiance to men above God. One 
does not have to be steeped in error 
to be dangerous. All anyone needs is 
a little error and if allowed to roam 
unchecked among God’s people, the 
seeds of denominationalism will sprout. 
May we all go back to asking for book 
chapter and verse preaching and heed 
2 John 9-11 by noting those who teach 
a generic, watered down gospel and 
rejecting them and their teaching. 

 

Stan Adams 

Stan Adams has preached for 
the Newton Church of Christ in 
Newton, NC for the last 3+ years. 
Stan Adams 470 17th Ave. Dr. NE 
Hickory, NC 28601 
stan.adams1976@gmail.com
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In 2010, I made my first trip to the Bible lands. Until that trip, as I said, I knew the stories. But now, I 
understand them. I understand why Jericho was the first city conquered by Joshua. I understand why 
David chose to hide from Saul at En-Gedi. And I understand why Josiah went to Megiddo to fight Pharaoh 
Necho. And now, I want to show you and help you understand. 

I have arranged a custom trip with one of the most respected travel companies in the United States. We 
will use the finest guides and stay in first-class hotels. I am going to do everything I can to make sure that 
this is a trip you will never forget by helping you understand the land and how it relates to Scripture.	



Won’t you join me? This tour is perfect for preachers, teachers, married couples, parents and children, 
grandparents and grandchildren, singles and Bible students of all ages. This will be a trip that you will 
never forget. Please feel free to contact me personally if you have any questions.	



See more information on the Exploring Bible Lands website at  
http://exploringbiblelands.com/tours/2015-israel-tour/
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Away From Practicing Bible 
Discipline
By John Isaac Edwards

The Hebrew writer tells us, 
“…we must give the more 
earnest heed to the things 
we have heard, lest we drift 

away” (Heb. 2:1, NKJV). Drifting away is 
an ever-present danger! It often takes 
place without us even realizing it has 
happened, because it occurs slowly 
and gradually. One area in which the 
local church is in danger of drifting 
away is when it comes to practicing 
Bible discipline. Thus, we study.

Instructive Discipline
Instructive discipline is preventive in 

nature, and “an Ounce of Prevention is 
worth a Pound of Cure.” 

Illustrated in the Old Testament. 
This is what Moses did in the plains of 
Moab as he repeated the law of God 
to the people of God and exhorted 
them to obedience, pointing out the 
blessings for submission and the 
curses for rebellion to the will of God 
(Deuteronomy). This is what Joshua 
was doing in his parting speech to the 
leaders of Israel, entreating them “to 
keep and to do all that is written in the 
book of the law of Moses, that ye turn 
not aside therefrom to the right hand or 
to the left” (Josh. 23). 

Taught in the New Testament. 
Reminding the elders of his work in 
Ephesus Paul said, “I kept back nothing 
that was profitable unto you, but have 
shewed you, and have taught you 
publickly, and from house to house” 
(Acts 20:20). The aim and end of public 

and private instruction may be summed 
up in these words: “Christ in you, 
the hope of glory: Whom we preach, 
warning every man, and teaching every 
man in all wisdom; that we may present 
every man perfect in Christ Jesus” (Col. 
1:27-28). This must be done with proper 
balance and patience as Paul charged 
Timothy, “Preach the word; be instant 
in season, out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering 
and doctrine” (2 Tim. 4:2). Paul exhorted 
the Thessalonians, “warn them that 
are unruly, comfort the feebleminded, 
support the weak, be patient toward all 
men” (1 Thess. 5:14). The Galatians were 
taught, “Brethren, if a man be overtaken 
in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore 
such an one in the spirit of meekness; 
considering thyself, lest thou also be 
tempted” (Gal. 6:1). James instructed, 
“Brethren, if any of you do err from the 
truth, and one convert him; Let him 
know, that he which converteth the 
sinner from the error of his way shall 
save a soul from death, and shall hide a 
multitude of sins” (James 5:19-20). 

Everything possible should be done 
to prevent the necessity of taking 
corrective disciplinary action.

Corrective Discipline
Even with the ablest instruction and 

sincerest appeal, there are occasions 
where corrective discipline cannot be 
averted. Man is a creature of choice, 
and every so often there are those 
who choose death and evil over life 

and good (Deut. 30:15). Corrective 
discipline, which is punitive in nature, 
must be applied. This is what happened 
when Israel could not stand before her 
enemies and was removed from off the 
good land. Commands to “put the evil 
away” (Deut. 13:1-5; 17:2-7, 12; 19:16-20; 
21:18-21; 22:13-24; 24:7), the stoning 
and burning of Achan (Josh. 7), and the 
deaths of Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 
5) show God never has tolerated sin 
in the camp. New Testament teaching 
requires that corrective discipline be 
administered by the church. 

Matthew 18:15-17. A personal, 
private affair may become a public, 
congregational matter. Jesus said, “And 
if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it 
unto the church: but if he neglect to 
hear the church, let him be unto thee 
as an heathen man and a publican.” 
Attempts to resolve such must first take 
place at the personal level, “between 
thee and him alone,” without anyone 
else knowing about it!

Romans 16:17. Sowers of discord 
(Prov. 6:19) and promoters of false 
teaching must be marked and avoided. 
“Now I beseech you, brethren, mark 
them which cause divisions and 
offenses contrary to the doctrine which 
ye have learned; and avoid them.” 

	 1 Corinthians 5. The setting finds 
common report of fornication among 
the church and brethren puffed up 
about it. Notice the proper course of 
action: “…he that hath done this deed 
might be taken away from among you” 
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(v. 5), “deliver such an one unto Satan” 
(v. 5), “not to company with” (v. 9), “with 
such an one no not to eat” (v. 11), and 
“put away from among yourselves that 
wicked person” (v. 13). The purpose 
of such was threefold: (1) To save the 
individual, “that the spirit may be saved 
in the day of the Lord Jesus” (v. 5); (2) 
To keep the church pure, “Know ye not 
that a little leaven leaveneth the whole 
lump?” (v. 6); (3) To prove obedience, 
“For to this end did I write, that I might 
know the proof of you, whether ye be 
obedient in all things” (2 Cor. 2:9). And 
it worked! “Sufficient to such a man is 
this punishment, which was inflicted 
of many. So that contrariwise ye ought 
rather to forgive him, and comfort him, 
lest perhaps such a one should be 
swallowed up with overmuch sorrow. 
Wherefore I beseech you that ye confirm 
your love toward him” (2 Cor. 2:6-8).

Titus 3:10-11. A factious man is to be 
rejected.

2 Thessalonians 3:6-15. Apostolic 
command demands “that ye withdraw 
yourselves from every brother that 
walketh disorderly, and not after the 
tradition which he received of us” (v. 6). 
When some of the Thessalonians were 
“working not at all, but are busybodies” 
(v. 11), they walked disorderly. This 
was contrary to the instruction of the 
apostles which came by example in that 
they “wrought with labour and travail 
night and day” (v. 8) and by command 
as they “commanded you, that if any 
would not work, neither should he 
eat” (v. 10). Notice how this was to be 
handled: “Now them that are such we 
command and exhort by our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that with quietness they work, 
and eat their own bread….And if any 
obey not our word by this epistle, note 
that man, and have no company with 
him, that he may be ashamed” (vv. 12, 
14). Our relationship with the person 
does not end here as verse 15 says, 
“Yet count him not as an enemy, but 
admonish him as a brother.”

Though grievous, Bible discipline 
is a necessity (Heb. 12:5-11). When we 
do not practice discipline as the Bible 

teaches, we prove ourselves disloyal to 
the Lord.  

Signs of Drifting Away
If we do not give earnest heed, it’s 

not a matter of if but when and how far 
we will drift away! Here are some signs 
of drifting away from practicing Bible 
discipline: 

Soft teaching and preaching. When 
the teaching and preaching in the local 
church does not measure up to the Bible 
standard, we are drifting.

Not teaching on the subject. When the 
church is not being educated in what 
the Bible teaches about instructive and 
corrective discipline, we are drifting 
away! How long has it been since you 
heard basic teaching on this Bible 
subject?

Failure to apply Galatians 6:1 and 
James 5:19-20. When we do not seek to 
“restore” and “convert” brethren in sin, 
we are drifting.

When we become weary. In the midst 
of discipline teaching, Paul warned, “But 
ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing” 
(2 Thess. 3:13). When we grow tired to 
the point of not practicing discipline as 
the Bible teaches, we are drifting.

Refusal to practice corrective 
discipline. When the local church refuses 
to withdraw from the disorderly, it is a 
sign the church is drifting away. Some 
have been heard to say, “If we started 
practicing that here, there wouldn’t be 
anyone left!” or when it is one’s relative, 
“You just don’t do my son that way. If 
you do that to him, we won’t be back!” 
When discipline is viewed as something 
other than an attempt to rescue a 
Christian from spiritual death, we are 
drifting.

When we substitute for God’s way. 
Some must think they know better 
than God in how to correct the erring 
Christian. Instead of not having 
company and not eating, they reason 
that there needs to be more social 
interaction (food, fun, and frolic) with 

the individual. Do we not believe that 
God’s ways are higher than our own and 
will work when practiced correctly and 
consistently (Isa. 55:8-9)?

When the church will not discipline 
those who are not faithful in worshipping 
God. Hebrews 10:24-26 teaches, “And 
let us consider one another to provoke 
unto love and good works: Not forsaking 
the assembling of ourselves together, 
as the manner of some is; but exhorting 
one another: and so much the more, as 
ye see the day approaching. For if we sin 
wilfully after that we have received the 
knowledge of the truth, there remaineth 
no more sacrifice for sins.” When there 
are those sinning wilfully with nothing 
being said or done about it, we have 
drifted away!

May we stay the course of Bible 
teaching in practicing discipline. The 
souls of men and women, the purity of 
the church, and our obedience to the 
Lord are at stake! If we have drifted, let 
us make the necessary changes. 

John Isaac 
Edwards

John and his family live in Terre 
Haute, IN and work with the 
church of Christ at Terre Haute. 
1977jie@gmail.com



32    CEIBooks.com  |  1-855-492-6657    May 2015  |  TruthMagazine.comTRUTH MAGAZINE

The Danger of Congregational Drifting

FEATURE ARTICLES p. 4-12 SELECT  ARTICLES p. 13 & 34THEME ARTICLES p. 2, 16-32 CHURCH DIRECTORY p. 35-39

Away From the Simplicity 
That Is in Christ
By Joe R. Price

Oh, that you would bear 
with me in a little folly – and 
indeed you do bear with me. For 
I am jealous for you with godly 
jealousy. For I have betrothed 
you to one husband, that I may 
present you as a chaste virgin to 
Christ.But I fear, lest somehow, 
as the serpent deceived Eve by 
his craftiness, so your minds 
may be corrupted from the 
simplicity that is in Christ.
For if he who comes preaches 
another Jesus whom we have 
not preached, or if you receive 
a different spirit which you 
have not received, or a different 
gospel which you have not 
accepted – you may well put up 
with it! (2 Cor. 11:1-4).

The Corinthian church was in danger 
of putting up with the very things that 
would destroy it. While godly sorrow 
had worked repentance in the church 
toward disciplining the fornicator 
among them, there were still some in 
the church who had “not repented of the 
uncleanness, fornication, and lewdness 
which they have practiced” (2 Cor. 2:3-11; 
7:8-12; 12:19-21). New warnings were 
needed and given by the apostle.

Some questioned Paul’s apostleship 
in an attempt to blunt the force of the 
gospel he preached (2 Cor. 10:7-11). 
They did not appreciate his message of 
absolute truth or the authority by which 

he spoke (1 Cor. 4:6; 14:37; 2 Cor. 10:8-
11). Nonetheless, Paul urged the church 
in Corinth to “bear with” him in some 
“folly” as he warned them of imminent 
corruption. They must be pure and 
faithful to Christ (2 Cor. 11:1-3)! Then, 
with an ironic turn of the phrase, he 
rebuked them because they “put up 
with” those who were teaching and 
advancing error (2 Cor. 11:4). 

Not unlike the first century, ours is 
an age of selfish relativism. Secular 
humanism has long since come of age, 
and its offspring is postmodernism 
– a society where “no definite terms, 
boundaries, or absolute truths exist.”1 
Not unlike the Corinthian church, the 
moral and doctrinal relativism of our 
day endangers churches of Christ. Some 
churches are drifting and some have 
already succumbed to this corruption.

In a world where relativism prevails, 
the absolute truth of Christ is our sure 
defense against the deception of Satan. 
What is the “simplicity that is in Christ” 
which Paul championed? In Christ 
we have that which is “single, simple, 
uncompounded, sound, perfect.”2 
There is soundness and genuineness in 
Christ. His gospel is untainted by moral 
and doctrinal duplicity and obscurity. 
The “doctrine of Christ” contains no 
shades of gray that cast doubt on faith 
and practice. We “walk in the light” (1 
John 1:6-7; 2 John 9-11). Simply put, 
absolute truth is in Christ: “I am the way, 

the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through Me” (John 
14:6). His absolute truth is revealed 
in the Scriptures so we can “know the 
truth,” be freed from our sins and truly 
be His disciples as we abide in His word 
(John 8:31-32). If Christ’s gospel is not 
absolute, then no Christian can have 
certain knowledge that he or she is truly 
a disciple and truly set free from sin.

Congregations are drifting away 
from the simplicity that is in Christ. 
The “pattern of sound words” is given 
lip service while appealing to and 
applying Bible authority is relegated to 
the dust bin of history as out-dated and 
irrelevant for today’s Christian (2 Tim. 
1:13). Let us hear Paul’s warning in this 
light. 

Some churches put up with 
another Jesus being preached (2 
Cor. 11:4). For example, a number of 
churches accept preachers who teach 
the error that when Jesus was on earth 
He was really teaching Jews how to 
follow Moses. For example,

“Jesus taught the Jews under the law. 
He was not teaching any Gentiles, he 
was teaching them what Moses had to 
say. 

 “Every preacher and eldership that 
I know of in the entire Puget Sound 
– you look at every last one of them 
– and they agree with what I teach. 
I do not have a weird approach. So, 
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it’s not going to be an approach that I 
take that somebody else hadn’t had. 
It’s an approach that everybody in all 
of this area takes, and throughout the 
country, many, many, likewise.”3

This false doctrine is not new. In 1990 
Samuel Dawson preached the following 
about Christ’s sermon in Galilee in 
Matthew 5-7:

“…a section that obviously is not part 
of the new covenant teaching. Jesus 
teaching Jews, bringing them back to 
the Law of Moses – and He’s going to 
be reinforcing exactly what Moses said” 
(emp., his).

On Matthew 5:19: The new covenant 
was “not going to be revealed for three 
more years!”

On Matthew 5:32: “Jesus is teaching 
the same thing in 5:32 that Moses 
taught in Deut. 24:1-4.”

“Don’t assume that Matthew 5 and 
Matthew 19 is addressed to Christians:  
It wasn’t spoken to Christians.  He was 
speaking to Jews, and He was saying it 
in a context of ‘I didn’t come to throw 
Moses out, I came to get you back 
to Moses the way you ought to have 
been.’”4

In truth, Jesus was “preaching the 
gospel of the kingdom” in Galilee, not 
the Law of Moses (Matt. 4:23; 9:35; Luke 
4:16-21). To say Jesus was teaching 
what Moses said is a denial of the real 
Jesus (John 1:14-18; Mark 1:1; Luke 
16:16). It is preaching another Jesus.

Congregations that have fellowship 
with this error (in order to justify 
unscriptural remarriages by nullifying 
Matthew 5:32 and 19:3-9 from present-
day application) have already drifted 
from the simplicity that is in Christ. No 
Scripture allows individuals or churches 
to endorse and support false teachers 
(Rom. 16:17-18; 2 John 10-11).

Some churches put up with 
receiving a different spirit (2 Cor. 11:4). 
Where the spirit of timidity rules, the 
errors of sin are left unchallenged and 
souls are corrupted from the “simplicity 

that is in Christ.” Remember, “God has 
not given us a spirit of fear, but of power 
and of love and of a sound mind” (2 
Tim. 1:7). Instead of boldness in Christ 
to reprove error, drifting brethren and 
drifting churches are led by a spirit of 
tolerance to have fellowship with the 
“unfruitful works of darkness” (Eph. 
5:11). The sin of immodest clothing 
is not taught against and lovingly 
corrected (1 Tim. 2:9). The lewdness 
and lasciviousness of the modern 
dance is condoned and participated in 
without objection (1 Pet. 4:3). Social 
drinking is silently accepted (1 Pet. 4:3). 
Brethren who imbibe of the spirit of 
non-confrontation have abandoned the 
moral absolutes of Christ for the ear-
tickling “peace, peace” when there is no 
peace. The “simplicity that is in Christ” 
is forsaken while lost souls are neither 
warned nor rescued, but comforted in 
their sin (Jas. 5:19-20; Jude 22-23).

Some churches put up with 
accepting a different gospel (2 Cor. 
11:4). Churches have drifted into 
believing there are certain gospel 
subjects that are too complex 
and controversial to be preached 
with absolute certainty. We hear 
explanations that “nobody has 100% 
doctrinal accuracy” and charges 
of demanding “100% doctrinal 
conformity” when we preach absolute 
truth. (Pray tell, how much sound 
doctrine can we fail to conform to 
and still please the Lord – 5%? 10%? 
What a foolish, diversionary quibble! 
Those who make it have grown tired 
of “the whole counsel of God,” Acts 
20:27.) Controversy always attends 
gospel preaching; that is the nature 
of truth (Matt. 10:34-39; Acts 17:6). 
Some brethren have taken to a style of 
preaching that offers different options 
on a controversial topic, leaving the 
audience to pick for themselves. Dear 
reader, Paul said, “preach the word,” not 
“offer multiple choices”! 

There is no doubt in Christ. He is 
absolute, and His word of truth is sound 
and sure. Satan’s crafty deceptions 
are avoided and pure minds escape 

the corruption of error as we remain 
committed to the “simplicity that is in 
Christ.” “Buy the truth and do not sell it” 
(Prov. 23:23). Implant the perfect law of 
liberty into your heart and continue in 
it, for it “is able to save your souls” (Jas. 
1:21, 25). Nothing else will do. 

Endnotes
1	 “Postmodernism – A Description,” 

All About...Philosophy, http://www.
allaboutphilosophy.org/postmodern-
ism.htm.

2	  Analytical Greek Lexicon, Moulton, 
40. 

3	  Lowell Williams, Sermon series on 
Marriage, Divorce and Remarriage 
(Part 1), May 9, 2010, Monroe Valley 
church of Christ, Monroe, WA.

4	  Samuel G. Dawson, Taped sermon: 
“The Sermon on the Mount, the Law 
Of Moses, and the New Covenant,” 
April 15, 1990, Sumner, WA.

Joe Price

Joe Price has preached with 
the Mt. Baker church of Christ in 
Bellingham WA for the past 18 
years.  joerprice@live.com
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Adultery: 
The Sin of Sexual Selfishness
By David Sims

“Maybe next time he’ll think before 
he cheats.” These words in a country 
song offer a stern warning to adulterers: 
adultery has consequences! Certainly 
we don’t condone the acts of revenge 
described in the song, but the point 
is clearly made. No less clear is God’s 
condemnation of adulterers. It was 
forbidden in the Ten Commandments 
and in the covenant of Christ (Rom. 
13:9). God pronounced the death 
penalty on adulterers in the Law of 
Moses (Lev. 20:10). Jesus named 
adultery as one of the many evils that 
originates in the heart of man (Mark 
7:21). Apostle Paul said that adulterers 
will not inherit the kingdom of God (1 
Cor. 6:9). Adultery, a sexual sin involving 
a married person and a person who is 
not his/her spouse, is a selfish act in 
many ways. Let’s consider how. (Note: 
men and women are equally susceptible 
to sexual temptations; though I’ve 
written this article using the masculine 
reference, the message applies to both 
men and women.)

The adulterer puts his sexual 
satisfaction above the needs of his 
children. Children need their parents 
to guide them and set the example. 
Is adultery the example you want to 
teach them? Is this how you would 
demonstrate your love for them and 
their other parent? Adultery frequently 
results in divorce, and the adulterer has 
declared, by his actions, that temporary 
sexual pleasure is more important than 
his role as a parent. Is that the way you 
want your children to remember you 
when they grow up? The adulterer is 
selfish for putting his desires above the 
needs of his children.

The adulterer puts his sexual 
satisfaction above the needs of his 
wife. Your spouse needs you to be 
committed to the relationship. Sharing 
your body with someone else is a 
violation of that trust and commitment, 

and the adulterer makes himself “one 
flesh” with the illicit partner (1 Cor. 
6:16). Furthermore, he has violated 
the vow he made to his wife when 
they married, showing himself to be 
dishonorable. “Marriage is to be held in 
honor among all, and the marriage bed 
is to be undefiled; for fornicators and 
adulterers God will judge” (Heb. 13:4). 
How selfish to put his lusts before his 
wife’s needs!

The adulterer puts his sexual 
satisfaction above the needs of the 
local church. The local church needs 
godly leaders who are above reproach. 
We need honorable Bible class teachers 
for the children. A man (or woman) who 
gets caught in adultery has effectively 
deprived the local church of whatever 
talents he may have had to serve it. The 
whole church is affected and suffers for 
the adulterer’s sin. There is little doubt 
who the adulterer is thinking of first 
when he sins.

The adulterer puts his sexual 
satisfaction above the needs of the 
other person with whom he is sinning. 
Not only does the adulterer condemn 
himself to hell by his sin, but he also 
condemns the partner. Just ask yourself: 
are you worth sending her to hell for? 
Romans 13:10 says that “love does 
no wrong to a neighbor.” How are you 
loving your neighbor when you enjoin 
her to such wickedness? 

The adulterer puts his sexual 
satisfaction above the needs of the 
Holy Spirit. Your body is a temple of 
the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19-20), but the 
adulterer willingly defiles it with sexual 
impurity, making himself inhospitable 
as a vessel of service to God, thus 
depriving the Holy Spirit of a servant. 

The adulterer puts his sexual 
satisfaction above the needs of 
society. We need more examples of 
wholesome purity in this world. We 

need more examples of successful 
marriages in the Bible pattern. The 
adulterer contributes to the wickedness 
in this world. 

The adulterer puts his sexual 
satisfaction above the needs of his 
own flesh.  It is no secret that many 
diseases are transmitted sexually. It 
is no secret that pregnancy is caused 
by sexual encounters. The adulterer, 
knowing the risk of disease and 
unplanned pregnancy, chooses to 
endanger his body’s health in favor 
of temporary pleasure. The adulterer 
destroys himself, just as Solomon said: 
“The one who commits adultery with a 
woman is lacking sense; he who would 
destroy himself does it” (Prov. 6:32). 

The adulterer puts his sexual 
satisfaction above the needs of his 
spirit. The real you, the spirit of your 
existence which will go on into eternity, 
needs a pure relationship with God in 
order to go to heaven. But the adulterer 
puts his fleshly desires first, and thus 
condemns his soul to eternal suffering 
in hell. He has surrendered himself to 
Satan and is Satan’s slave. 

Conclusion
Truly the adulterer is the most 

selfish of all people. And yet, while he 
engages in his sin, he refuses to see his 
error. “This is the way of an adulterous 
woman: she eats and wipes her mouth, 
and says, ‘I have done no wrong’” (Prov. 
30:20). If you find lust in your heart 
for a person who is not your spouse, 
you must overcome it and resist the 
temptation! As Jesus told the woman 
caught in the act of adultery, “sin no 
more!” (John 8:11). 

David F. Sims

David F. Sims
Las Vegas, NV
davidfsims99@hotmail.com
www.retainthestandard.com
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ALASKA
ANCHORAGE
Rose Street church of Christ
3124 Rose Street
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: David Webb (907) 350-8358

ALABAMA
BIRMINGHAM
Pine Lane church of Christ
3955 Pine Lane Bessemer, AL
(N. side of Exit #6 at I459)
Bible Study 9:15 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: David Deason (205)  425-2352

BIRMINGHAM
Vestavia Hills church of Christ 
2325 Old Columbiana Rd. (near I-65 & Hwy. 31)
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelists: Harold Comer, Jason Cicero 
or David Banning (205) 822-0018 or 822-0082

FLORENCE
College View church of Christ
851 N. Pine St. (Next to University Campus)
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:15 A.M., 
Evening  5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Kenny Moorer (256) 766-0403

HUNTSVILLE
Chapman Acres church of Christ
2137 Penhall Dr., NE (I-565, Exit 21, right on 
Maysville Road left  on Chapman Avenue,
right on Penhall Drive)
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Isaac Muñoz, www.chapmanacres.org

MOBILE
West Mobile church of Christ
129 Hillcrest Road
Worship 9-9:30 A.M., Bible Study 9:30-10:30 A.M. 
Worship 10:30-11:30 A.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(251) 342-4144 or 342-2041

MONTGOMERY
Eastbrook church of Christ
650 Coliseum Blvd.
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Wednesday 6 P.M., Bldg: (334) 272-4232
Contacts: Brian Moore: (334) 279-1077
Charles Martin: (334) 283-2983 

NORTHPORT
Northwood church of Christ 
4601 Northwood Estates Drive
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: David Maxson (205) 339-6122
http://www.justchristians.info

PARRISH
McArthur Heights
church of Christ, 5082 Hwy. 269
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 6:30 P.M.
(205) 686-5978 or 686-5620

SCOTTSBORO
Eastside church of Christ
John T. Reid Pkwy., (Hwy. 72, 2 mi. E. of Hwy. 35)
Worship 9 A.M., Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Wayne Chappell, Sr.
(256) 574-1603 or 575-2664

ARKANSAS
CONWAY
Hwy. 65 church of Christ
271 Highway 65N
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Bruce Reeves, Bldg: (501) 336-0052

CONWAY
Eastside church of Christ 
1540 E. Oak Street 72302
www.conwaychurchofchrist.org 
Sun. Bible Classes 9:30 A.M. 
Sun. Worship 10:30 A.M. 
Sun. Worship 6 P.M., Wed. Bible Classes 7 P.M. 
Preacher: Gary Prince, gwprince@juno.com

CONWAY
Prince Street church of Christ
2655 Prince St., (Hwy. 60)
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(501) 339-6917

FT. SMITH
South 46th St. church of Christ
2323 South 46th Street
Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Shawn Chancellor
(870) 648-2898 or (479) 782-0588

JACKSONVILLE
church of Christ
1807 McArthur Drive
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(501) 982-6413 - church bldg
(501) 533-8801 - Jason Lankford
www.mcarthurdrcoc.com

JONESBORO
StoneRidge church of Christ
514 Airport Road
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Dick Blackford (870) 933-9134
email: rlb612@aol.com

LITTLE ROCK
church of Christ
7115 West 65th Street
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M.,  Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Don McClain, Res. (501) 847-6677
Study (501) 568-1062

PARAGOULD
Village Creek church of Christ
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 9:50 A.M.
Wednesday 7 P.M., Sunday 5 P.M.
Evangelist: Dwight Harrison
www.villagecreekchurchofchrist.com

PINE BLUFF
church of Christ
4700 W. 28th Street
Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:35 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Clarence W. Fell (870) 879-2097

POCAHONTAS
Westside church of Christ
3644 Hwy 90 West • P.O. Box 43
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 9:45 A.M.
Afternoon 1 P.M., Wednesday 6:30 P.M.
Herbert Starr, Evangelist

TEXARKANA
church of Christ
2301 Franklin Drive
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:15 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Rick Boswell  

ARIZONA
GLENNDALE
church of Christ
6801 N. 60th Avenue
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 9:40 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Steven Harper

TUCSON
church of Christ
145 N. Country Club Road
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Hugh Delong
(520) 326-3634 or 722-3179

CALIFORNIA
ALAMEDA
Alameda church of Christ
2167 Santa Clara Avenue
Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:50 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Call Us! (510) 523-9547
www.alamedachurchofchrist.com

BELLFLOWER
Rose Ave. church of Christ
17903 Ibbetson Ave.
Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:50 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(562) 866-5615, http://www.roseavenue.org

CANOGA PARK
(San Fernando Valley)
church of Christ
7054 Winnetka Ave.
Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:45 A.M.
Afternoon 2:30 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Minister: Bruce Evans (818) 795-5566
Spanish congregation (818) 701-0112

DUBLIN
Dublin church of Christ
11873 Dublin Blvd. CA 94568
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Joshua Higgins (925) 828-8747

FOLSOM
church of Christ
900 E. Natomas St. • P.O. Box 492
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Sun. Worship 10:30 
A.M., Sun. Bible Study 4 P.M., Wed. Bible Study 
7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: David Posey
(530) 676-9514 or (916) 608-4866
www.folsomchurch.com

FREMONT
Centerville church of Christ
3885 Beacon Ave, Ste D., Fremont, CA 94538
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., (510) 794-7659

LONG BEACH
church of Christ
3433 Studebaker Rd.
Bible Study  9:50 A.M., Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
JP Flores (562) 420-2363 
Mark Reeves (562) 420-9577
www.JustChristians.org

OCEANSIDE-VISTA
church of Christ
2020 Sunset Dr.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(760) 940-8003

COLORADO
GRAND JUNCTION
church of Christ Western Slope
 2923 North Ave., Unit 3
Grand Junction, CO 81504
Worship 10:30 A.M., Evening 5 P.M.
Wed. Bible Study 6 P.M.
www.churchofchristwesternslope.com

LOVELAND
Poudre Valley church of Christ
4202 North Garfield Avenue
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Afternoon 1:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Richard Thetford (970) 667-0469
www.poudrevalleychurchofchrist.org

MONTROSE
San Juan church of Christ
1414 Hawk Parkway, Unit C
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 2 P.M., (970) 249-8116

DELAWARE
MILTON
Lighthouse church of Christ
14574 Coastal Hwy. Rt. 1
Worship 9:30 A.M., Sunday School 10:45 A.M.
Wednesday 7 P.M., (302) 644-7379

FLORIDA
BROOKSVILLE
church of Christ
604 W. Fort Dade Ave.
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 10:50 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: V.C. McCormick (352) 796-9803

DESTIN
South Walton church of Christ
64 Casting Lake Road
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(850) 622-3817
www.southwaltonchurchofchrist.com

FORT LAUDERDALE
Northside church of Christ
912 NW 19th St.
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(954) 763-1404

FORT MYERS
church of Christ
200 Pine Island Rd.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:15 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Vernon E. Ford (239) 567-2170

FORT MYERS
Southside church of Christ
13641 Learning Court
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: David P. Schmidt
(239) 433-2838 or 482-2158

FORT WALTON BEACH
church of Christ
6 Lane Dr., Mary Esther, FL
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Joey Rankin (850) 244-9222

FROSTPROOF
Frostprooof church of Christ
40 W. “A” St., Frostproof, FL 33483
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday 7 P.M., (863) 635-2607 or 635-4278

ChurchDirectory



ChurchDirectory
GENEVA
church of Christ
Ave. C and 2nd St.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:45 A.M.
(407) 349-9998

JACKSONVILLE
Marietta church of Christ
8150 Driggers Street
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Jamie Rhoden, (904) 781-5704 
or 693-0432, www.mariettacoc.com

KEY LARGO
Key Largo church of Christ
100695 N. Overseas Hwy.
33037 m.m. 100.7 on US 1
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: William LeDent (305) 451-1194

MIAMI
church of Christ
Eglise du Christ de Miami
8343 NE 3rd Court
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Wednesday 7 P.M.
Minister: Junot Joseph (305) 244-8295

MIAMI
Flagler Grove church of Christ
(Nearest to Airport), 500 N.W. 53rd Ave.
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: John Buttrick (305) 634-5924

MIAMI
church of Christ
12780 Quail Roost Dr.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Clark Pace
(305) 233-9590 or (954) 430-1437

OCALA
Anthony church of Christ
9778 N.E. Jacksonville Rd., Anthony, FL 32617
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Wednesday 6:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Greg Cruz (352) 629-5505
www.anthonycofc.com

ORLANDO
Pine Hills church of Christ
890 Hastings Street
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Ray West (407) 293–2851 or 290–8650

ORLANDO
Azalea Park church of Christ
6800 Lake Underhill Rd.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(407) 277-7931 or 628-2995

ORLANDO
church of Christ at S. Bumby
3940 S. Bumby Ave. 
Sunday Worship 9 A.M., Bible Study   10 A.M.
Worship w/ communion 10:55 A.M. (No Evening 
Service), Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Adam Willingham
Office: (407) 851-8031

PALATKA
Palatka church of Christ
505 Third Ave. (Third Ave. intersects Hwy. 19  
one block south of Hwy. 20) 
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Robert Skomp 
(386) 326-3952 or 546-5689

PALMETTO
Palmetto church of Christ
1575 14th Avenue W.
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
www.palmettochurchofchrist.com
(941) 722-1307

PANAMA CITY BEACH
Beach church of Christ
8910 Front Beach Rd.
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(850) 234-2521

PENSACOLA
East Hill church of Christ
2078 E. Nine Mile Rd. at Camberwell Rd.
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Hal Hammons
(850) 479-2130 or (850) 602-8420

SEFFNER
church of Christ
621 E. Wheeler Rd.
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 10:50 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Bobby Witherington (813) 684-1297
www.seffnercoc.org

GEORGIA
CENTERVILLE
Centerville church of Christ
250 Collins Ave. (Near Robins AFB)
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: J. Wiley Adams (478) 922-1158

COLUMBUS
River City Church of Christ
3900 River Road, Columbus GA 31904
Bible Class 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelists Jeff McCrary & Bo Couchman
(205) 451-9028, rivercitychurchofchrist.com
backtothebible@rivercitychurchofchrist.com

CONYERS
Rockdale church of Christ
East Metro Atlanta, 705 Smyrna Road
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Forrest Bacon, elder (770) 918-1932
Wendell Holland, elder (770) 761-6987
Building (770) 929-3973

PINE MTN. VALLEY
church of Christ
Route 116 (near Callaway Gardens)
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Tommy W. Thomas
(706) 628-5117 or 628-5229

SAVANNAH
Costal church of Christ
7201 Johnny Mercer Blvd 
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Wednesday 6:30 P.M., Evangelist: Ron Nelson
ronaldnelson1@gmail.com, (912) 306-4631
www.coastalchurchofchrist.com

VALDOSTA
Gonwood church of Christ
4030 Mulligan Rd. (4 miles S. of Moody, Next to 
Fred’s Store on Bemiss Rd.), Valdosta, GA 31605
Sun. Bible Class 10 A.M., Sun. Worship 11 A.M.
Sun. Evening 6 P.M., Wed. Eve. Bible Class 7 P.M. 
(229) 219-8449 or (229) 300-3739
agospelpreacher@gmail.com

VALDOSTA
church Of Christ
4313 North Valdosta Rd.
(Located 1 mile E. of Exit 22 off I-75)
Worship 9 A.M., Bible Study 10 A.M.
Communion 11 A.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(229) 244-8630, www.northvaldostacoc.com

HAWAII
ISLAND OF OAHU
Leeward church of Christ
94-1233 Waipahu St., Waipahu, HI 96797
(15 mi. from Honolulu; 18 mi. from Waikiki)
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
www.leewardchurchofchrist.org

IOWA
GRINNELL
church of Christ
1402 Third Ave.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday  7 P.M.
(641) 521-6485, (641) 236-3883 
www.grinnellcoc.com

DES MOINES
church of Christ
1310 N.E. 54th Ave.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:40 A.M.
Wednesday 7 P.M., (515) 262-6799

IDAHO
BLACKFOOT
church of Christ
370 N. Shilling • P.O. Box 158-83221
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship  11 A.M.
Wednesday  7:30 P.M.
(208) 785-6168 or 681-1552

ILLINOIS
CHICAGO
church of Christ
1514 West 74th Street
Bible Study  9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: James E. Scott
Bldg. (773) 224-9279, (708) 339-6126

DOWNERS GROVE
church of Christ
1236 63rd St., (1 and 1/2 mile E. of I355)
Bible Study  9 A.M., Worship 9:55 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(630) 968-0760 • www.dgcoc.org

GLENN ELLYN
church of Christ
796 Prairie, 60137
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Joseph T. Novak
(630) 529-2149, (630) 858-2290

MATTOON
Southside church of Christ
1100 S. 17th Street
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(217) 234-3702

PALATINE
church of Christ
(N.W. Chicago Suburb), 1050 N. Deer Ave.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 2 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(847) 967-9667

SOUTH HOLLAND
Southeast church of Christ
16224 S Vincennes Ave.
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 4 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Donald Hawkins, (708) 339-1008
www.southeastchurchofchrist.com

INDIANA
CLARKSVILLE
Clarksville church of Christ
407 W. Lewis & Clark Parkway
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Brian Anderson (812) 944-2305 
or (812) 948-9917, www.clarksvillechurch.org

GREENWOOD
Greenwood church of Christ
371 W. Main Street
Sun. Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 4:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelists: Neil Tremblett 
(317) 888-8288
www.churchofchristatgreenwood.org

HOBART
church of Christ
300 N. Liberty Street
Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Jerry Cleek (219) 942-2663

INDIANAPOLIS
Castleton church of Christ
7701 East 86th St., 46256
Sun. Worship 9:30 A.M., Bible Study 10:25 A.M.
Worship 11:15 A.M., Wed. Bible Study 7 P.M. 
(317) 710-1204

JAMESTOWN
church of Christ
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:25 A.M.
Evening 4 P.M., Wednesday7 P.M.
Evangelist: Greg King
(765) 676-6404 or (765) 891-9443
www.jamestowncoc.com

MARION
South Marion church of Christ
3629 S. Washington St.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Alan Jones (765) 922-7602
www.southmarionchurchofchrist.org

OOLITIC
church of Christ
400 Lafayette Ave. • P.O. Box 34
Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M. Wednesday 7 P.M.
(812) 279-4332

PEKIN
church of Christ
(First St. & Karnes Ct.)
Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Jeremy Goen
(812) 967-3437 or 967-3520
www.pekinchurchofchrist.com

PLAINFIELD
church of Christ West
2028 Stafford Rd., Ste. C.,(Marsh Shopping Cntr.)
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 9:50 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Johnie Edwards
(317) 964-9404 or (317) 839-1769
www.churchofchristwest.org

SAINT LEON, IN
Church of Christ
7140 Hyland Rd., Guildford, IN 47022
I74 exit 164 1 mile south on SR 1
Bible study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
812-637-1252 or 513-367-7871

SALEM
Westside church of Christ
2000 West State Rd. 56
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(812) 883-2033, www.westsidechurchofchrist.net

TRAFALGAR
Spearsville Rd. church of Christ, 6244 S. 500W.
(1.2 mi. S. of Hwy. 135)
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Ed Rangel. (317) 878-5969
www.trafalgarchurch.com

KANSAS
TOPEKA
17th Street church of Christ
5600 SW 17th St.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 4 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(785) 235-8687 or 273-7977
www.17thstreetchurchofchrist.org
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KENTUCKY
 
AUSTIN
Peter’s Creek church of Christ
856 Thomerson Park Rd.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship  10:30 A.M.
Evening (Nov-Mar) 5 P.M., Evening (Apr-Oct) 6 P.M.
Evangelist: Justin Monts (270) 404-2171 or 
646-0498, www.peterscreekcoc.com

BEAVER DAM
church of Christ
1235 Williams St.
Worship 10 A.M., Bible Study  After Worship 
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Mike Thomas 
(270) 274-4451 or 274-4486

BRANDENBURG
Brandenburg church of Christ
612 Broadway
Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 6:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Charles J. White (270) 422-3878

CAMPBELLSVILLE
Sunny Hill Dr. church of Christ
(near the Dairy Queen)
AM Worship 9:30 A.M., AM Bible Study 10:30 A.M.
AM Worship 11:30 A.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Steve Lee (270) 789-1651
stevelee4510@windstream.net
www.sunnyhillcoc.com

CANEYVILLE
Caneyville church of Christ
103 N. Main St. • P.O. Box 233
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Jarrod Jacobs (270) 589-4167, 
(270) 274-3065 or (502) 724-2231

DANVILLE 
church of Christ
385 E. Lexington Ave.
Worship 10 A.M., Bible Study 11:15 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday  7 P.M.
Evangelist: Scott Vifquain (859) 236-4204

FRANKLIN
31–W North church of Christ
1733 Bowling Green Road
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Steve Monts, (270) 586-3978
www.31wchurchofchrist.com

HODGENVILLE
Hodgenville church of Christ
613 S Lincoln Blvd.
Bible Study  10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Don Brady (270) 358-6053
Dbrady1295@aol.com

LEITCHFIELD
Mill St. church of Christ
733 Mill Street, Highway 62 E.
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 10:55 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Michael Hardin
(270) 259-4968 or (270) 300-3239
www.millstreetchurchofchrist.org

LOUISVILLE
Valley Station church of Christ
1803 Dixie Garden Drive
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Dudley Ross Spears (502) 937-2822

LOUISIANA
GONZALES
Southside church of Christ
405 Orice Roth Road, 70737, (Baton Rouge area)
Bible Class 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: R.J. Evans (225) 622-4587
rjevans@eatel.net

 

MANY
Lakeside church of Christ
12095 Texas Hwy. (Hwy. 6 W.)
12 miles west of Many 
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(318) 256-9396

STONEWALL
N. DeSoto church of Christ
2071 Highway 171 (South of Shreveport)
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(318) 925-2733

MARYLAND
SEVERN
Southwest church of Christ
805 Meadow Rd.
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Brandon Trout 
(410) 969-1420 or (410) 551-6549
www.swcofchrist.com

RIVERDALE
Wildercroft church of Christ
6330 Auburn Ave., (Washington, D.C. area)
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Antoine Holloway 
(301) 474-7460 or (301) 741-0012

MAINE
PORTLAND
church of Christ • 856 Brighton Ave. 
Leave Maine Turnpike at Exit 48 
(Breakwater School)
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Second service immediately following morning 
worship. Mid-week Bible Study. Please call for 
times & places. (207) 839-3075 or 839-8409

MICHIGAN
CEDAR SPRINGS
W. Michigan church of Christ
Sr. Citizen Center, 44 Park Street
(Grand Rapids Area)
Worship 11 A.M., Bible Study 12:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Joseph Gladwell, (616) 975-2778
westmichcofc10@yahoo.com

MINNESOTA
DULUTH
church of Christ
4401 Glenwood St.
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Bible Study 5:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Taylor Ladd (218) 728-3233

ST. CHARLES
church of Christ
636 Whitewater Ave.
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Wednesday 7 P.M., call for location
Bible Study 2:15 P.M.
FREE Bible correspondence studies
Evangelist: Robert Lehnertz (507) 534-2905

MISSISSIPPI
BOONEVILLE
Oakleigh Dr. church of Christ
101 Oakleigh Dr.
Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship  10:30 A.M.
Evening 4 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Building: (662) 728-1942

CLINTON
McRaven Rd. church of Christ
301 McRaven Rd. (I20, exit 36) 
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Leonard White 
(601) 925-9757 or 924-2645

MERIDIAN
Grandview church of Christ
2820 Grandview Ave.
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Sun. Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 6:30 P.M.
(601) 482-0543, (601) 479-3394 or (601) 934-3675
Contacts: Ron Cooper & Jim Young
youngins@comcast.net

MERIDIAN
7th St. church of Christ
2914 7th Street
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
(601) 483-3101

SOUTHAVEN
church of Christ
2110 E State Line Rd. (Exit I-55), (Memphis area)
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: James A. Brown
(662) 342-1132 – church Building

MISSOURI
BLUE SPRINGS
Southside church of Christ
4000 SW Christiansen
Worship 9 A.M., Bible Study 10 A.M.
Worship 11 A.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Brett Hogland (816) 228-9262

CAPE GIRARDEAU
North Cape church of Christ
121 S. Broadview St. Suite 2, 
Cape Girardeau, MO 63703
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M. CST/6 P.M. DST, Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Jerry Lee Westbrook (573)334-9673

DONIPHAN
Southside church of Christ
Hwy. 142 E. ½ mile (P.O. Box 220)
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(573) 996-3251 or 996-3513

FAIR GROVE
church of Christ
217 N. Orchard Blvd.
Bible Study 9 A.M., Bible Study 10 A.M.
Worship 11 A.M., Wednesday 7  P.M.
Evangelist: Walter Myers (417) 830-8972 or (417) 
736-2663

KENNETT
church of Christ
703 Harrison St.
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(573) 888-6778 or (870) 650-1648
Nolan Glover, Preacher, www.
westsidechurchofchrist.us

LILBOURN
church of Christ
P.O. Box 270 • 211 Benton St.
Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Shane Williams, (573) 688-2234 
or 748-5204

RAYTOWN
Sterling Ave. church of Christ
5825 Sterling Ave. (Near Sports Complex)
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Norman E. Fultz, (816) 356-3096 
or 554-0836
www.sterlingavechurchofchrist.org

ST. JAMES
church of Christ
685 Sidney St.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:15 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Lynn Huggins (573) 265-8628

ST. JOSEPH
County Line church of Christ
2727 County Line Rd.
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 9:50 A.M.
Evening 3 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(816) 279-4737
www.countylinechurchofchrist.com

NEBRASKA 
BEATRICE
church of Christ • 7th and Bell
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M., 233-4102 or 228-3827
www.churchofchrist7bell.com

NEW JERSEY
VAUXHALL
church of Christ
Milbourn Mall Suite 6., 2933 Vauxhall Rd.
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Contact: Lian Powlette
phone: (732) 824-7399 
email: lionpow3@optonline.net

NEW MEXICO
ALBUQUERQUE
Heights church of Christ
7801 Zuni Road, S.E.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evanagelist: Darrel Yontz (505) 266-7577
www.heightschurchofchrist.com

NEVADA
RENO
Central church of Christ
2450 Wrondel Way, Stuite A
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(775) 786-2888

NORTH CAROLINA
CHARLOTTE
Charlotte church of Christ
5327 S. Tyron Street
Worship 9 A.M., Bible Study 10: A.M.
Worship 11 A.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(704) 525-5655

HOPE MILLS
Gray’s Creek church of Christ
Gray’s Community Bldg., School Road
Worship 10 A.M., Bible Study 11 A.M.
(910) 321-9023 or (910) 423-2879

OHIO
BEAVERCREEK
Knollwood church of Christ
1031 Welford Drive
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:20 A.M.
Afternoon 3 P.M., Wed. Afternoon 1 P.M.
Wed. Evening 7:30 P.M.
(937) 426-1422
www.knollwoodchurch.org

CINCINNATI
Blue Ash church of Christ
4667 Cooper Road
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Russell Dunaway, Jr. (513) 891-3174
www.blueashchurchofchrist.com

CLEVELAND
Lorain Ave. church of Christ
13501 Lorain Ave.
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(216) 476-0660 or (330) 725-3960, 723-0111

COLUMBUS
Laurel Canyon church of Christ
409 McNaughton Road
Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(614) 868-1375, www.lccoc.net

DAYTON
West Carrollton
28 W. Main Street, 45449
Early Worship 9 A.M., Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:25 A.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Michael Grushon (937) 866-5162 
or 848-3779, www.wc-coc.org
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FRANKLIN
Franklin church of Christ
6417 Franklin-Lebanon Rd. 45005
Sun. Bible Study 10 A.M.
Sun Worship 10:45 A.M.
Tues. Bible Study 6:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Josh Lee (937) 789-8055 
or (937) 746-1249, www.franklin-church.org

FREMONT
church of Christ
3361 W. State Street, 1 mi. W. of Fremont 
on U.S. Rt. 20
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(419) 849-3340 or 849-2980
www.fremontchurchofchrist.com

HAMILTON
Westview church of Christ
1040 Azel Ave.
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 9:45 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Eugene Ford (513) 856-9288

HILLIARD
church of Christ
4840 Cemetery Rd.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(614) 876-4089

MANSFIELD
Southside church of Christ
687 Mansfield-Lucas Road
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 6 P.M.
James Bond: (419) 526-2868
Leon Bond: (419) 525-3684
church: (419) 522-8982

MARIETTA-RENO
Marietta-Reno church of Christ
80 Sandhill Road
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Daniel Ruegg: (740) 222-9160 or Steve Foutty: 
(740) 473-9028

NEW RICHMOND
church of Christ
550 Washington St.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Contact: Dave Wylie (513) 553-6414
www.nrchurchofchrist.com

NORTHWOOD
Frey Road church of Christ
4110 Frey Rd. (Toledo Area) 
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Donald Jarabek
(419) 893-3566, (419) 691-0688

UHRICHSVILLE
church of Christ
638 Parrish Street
Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M., Mid-week 6:30 P.M.

OKLAHOMA
MCALESTER
North A St. church of Christ
2120 No. A Street
Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Rob Lungstrum, Cell: (918) 931-1362
Office: (918) 423-3445

OKLAHOMA CITY
Seminole Pointe church of Christ
16300 N. May Avenue
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: John M. Duvall (405) 340-3189 
or 513-6691, www.seminolepointecofc.org

OREGON
MEDFORD
The Spring St. church of Christ
1850 Spring St. (Roxy Ann Grange Hall)
Corner of Spring/Valley View
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Thursday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Dean Blackwell (541) 773-2649

SWEET HOME
church of Christ
3702 E. Long Street
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Building: (541) 367-1599

PENNSYLVANIA
PHILADELPHIA
church of Christ
7222 Germantown Ave., 19119
Bible Study10:15 A.M., Worship11:15 A.M.
Tuesday night 7 P.M.
Evangelist: James H. Baker, Jr. (215) 248-2026 
www.mtairychurchofchrist.org

SOUTH CAROLINA
BEAUFORT
church of Christ
2107 King Street
Parris Island: Call for times, services for recruits 
only. Sunday 10 A.M., Wed. Bible Study  7 P.M.
Evangelist: Bryan Nash (843) 524-4400

COLUMBIA
Lower Richland church of Christ
3000 Trotter Rd. (Hopkins, SC)
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(803) 730-0452, http://lowerrichlandchurch.org

ORANGEBURG
Southside church of Christ
1502 Binnicker Bridge Rd.
(Grange Building - Hwy 70)
Bible Study 10  A.M., Worship 11: A.M.
Evangelist: Fred England (803) 939-0672
www.southside-church.org

SUMTER
Woodland church of Christ
3370 Broad St. Extension
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: A.A. Granke, Jr. (803) 499-6023

WEST COLUMBIA
Airport church of Christ
4013 Edmund Hwy. (Hwy. 302)
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Seth Mauldin, Buldg. (803) 834-6978
http://airport-church-of-christ.com

TENNESSEE
COLUMBIA
Jackson Hts. church of Christ
1200 Nashville Hwy., Hwy. 31N
Bible Study 9:15 A.M., Worship 10:15 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Mid-week 7 P.M.
Evangelists: Andrew Roberts & Shawn Jeffries: 
(931) 388-6811, www.TheBibleWay.org

COLUMBIA
Mooresville Pike church of Christ
417 Mooresville Pike  
(.8 mi. N. of Hwy. 50/Jas. Campbell)
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 3:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(931) 388-5828 or (931) 381-7898 
www.mooresvillepikecoc.com

JACKSON
Sunset View church of Christ
3618 Hwy 70 East
(Exit 87 off I-40, 7mi. @ Spring Creek)
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Steve Wilkerson (731) 967-0590 
or 968-9851

JOHNSON CITY
Brookmead church of Christ
2428 Lakeview Drive
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Kevin Kay (423) 282-6251 or 426-1836

JONESBOROUGH
11-E church of Christ
240 Headtown Road
Bible Study 10:30 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Evangelist: David Wheeler
(423) 557-9119 or (423) 948-6464
www.christianadmonisher.jigsy.com

KINGSTON SPRINGS
Kingston Springs church of Christ
350 North Main Street
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Steve Walker, www.kscoc.com

KINGSPORT
Kingsport church of Christ
4938 Fort Henry Dr. • P.O. Box 554
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Tom Kinzel, Bldg.# (423) 239-3979 
or (423) 579-2002 • www.kptcoc.org

MARYVILLE 
Smokey Mt. church of Christ
2206 Montvale Road
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Harold Tabor (865) 977-4230
Lon Spurgeon (865) 388-8749
http://tinyurl.com/smchurch

MEMPHIS
Rocky Pt. Road church of Christ
516 E. Rocky Point Rd., Cordova
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
rockypointchurch@gmail.com
www.rockypointchurch.org

MURFREESBORO
Cason Lane church of Christ
1110 Cason Lane 
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(615) 896-0090 (Building)  
www.casonlanechurch.org

NASHVILLE
Bell Road church of Christ
1608 Bell Road
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Chris Pace (615) 833-4444

NASHVILLE
Hillview church of Christ
7471 Charlotte Pike
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(615) 952-5458 or (615) 356-7318
Evangelist: Lee Wildman

NASHVILLE
Perry Heights church of Christ
423 Donelson Pike
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 9:55 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Johnny Felker (615) 883-3118 
http://perryheights.faithweb.com

PIGEON FORGE
King Branch Road church of Christ
560 King Branch Road
Worship 10 A.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Facilities available for Sunday evening services 
upon request. 
Evangelist: Roger Williams (865) 430-5980
www.KingBranchRoadchurchOfChrist.org

SHELBYVILLE
El Bethel church of Christ
1801 Hwy. 41-A North
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 9:50 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Donnie V. Rader (931) 607-9099
email: dvrader@live.com

SHELBYVILLE
Shelbyville Mills church of Christ
1222 W. Jackson St. 
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Jeff Curtis (931) 607-9118
djcurtis1963@hotmail.com

TEXAS
ALLEN
West Allen church of Christ
1414 W. Exchange Blvd. (2 miles w. of Hwy. 75)
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 9:50 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Jerry King (214) 504-0443 
Bulding phone (972) 727-5355

ALVIN
Adoue St. church of Christ
605 E. Adoue Street
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Mark Mayberry (281) 331-4953 
or (832) 837–9038

AUSTIN
Schultz Lane church of Christ
Faber Rd. & Schultz Ln., Pflugerville, TX 78660
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 2 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Ron Lehde

BAYTOWN
church of Christ at Pruett & Lobit
701 North Pruett Street
Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:40 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Jesse Flowers (281) 515-8939
Building: (281) 422-5926, Weldon: (713) 818-1321

BEAUMONT
Dowlen Rd. church of Christ
3060 Dowlen Road
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelists: Max Dawson, Kris Emerson & 
Benjamin Lee (409) 866-1996

CONROE
Woodland Hills church of Christ
410 Woodland Hills Dr., 77303
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Kurt G. Jones (936) 756-9322
www.conroechurch.com

CLEVELAND
church of Christ
310 E. Houston Street
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M. , Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Robert Davis (281) 592-5676
www.clevelandchurchofchrist.org

CORPUS CHRISTI
Hwy. 9 church of Christ
Worship 10 A.M., Bible Study 11 A.M.
Worship 12 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Call for location: Keith Kalies (361) 776-2304 
or Patrick Frazier (361) 235-1990

DICKINSON
church of Christ
2919 FM 517 Road E. 
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 10:50 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 9:45 A.M.
Wednesday 7 P.M., (281) 534-4870
www.dickinsonchurchofchrist.org

DALLAS
Methodist Street church of Christ
211 Methodist St. • Red Oak TX, 75154
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5  P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: D. LeRoy Klice 
(972) 576-3119 or 363-7672
www.methodiststreetchurchofchrist.com

DUNCANVILLE
Whispering Hills church of Christ
2126 S. Main (South Dallas)
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(972) 298-2522, info@whchurchofchrist.net



ChurchDirectory
EDNA
church of Christ
301 Robison Street
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(361) 782-5506 or 782-2844
Elders: J. Mercer, S. Mercer & G. Nordin
EL PASO
Eastridge church of Christ
3277 Pendleton Road
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(915) 855-1524

FORT WORTH
Woodmont church of Christ
6417 Landview (at Alta Mesa)
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.,  Worship 10:30 A.M.
Afternoon 5 P.M.,  Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Steve Locklair  (817) 292-4908
www.woodmontchurch.org

FORT WORTH
West Side church of Christ
6110 White Settlement Rd. 76114
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(817) 738-7269

GRANBURY
church of Christ
4313 Old Granbury Road
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M. , Wednesday 7 P.M.
817-913-4209 or 817-279-3351

HOUSTON
Fry Rd. church of Christ
2510 Fry Road (77084)
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Bob Pulliam: (281) 832-4633, www.fryroad.org

HOUSTON
Spring Woods church of Christ
9955 Neuens Rd. at Witte Road
Worship 9 A.M., Bible Study 10 A.M.
Worship 11 A.M., Evening 6 P.M.
Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist (713) 419-1750
www.springwoodschurchofchrist.com

IRVING
Westside church of Christ
2320 Imperial Dr. (closest to DFW Airport)
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 9:50 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Mark Roberts (972) 986-9131
www.JustChristians.com

LANCASTER
Pleasant Run church of Christ
831 W. Pleasant Run Road
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(972) 227-1708 or 227-2598

LUBBOCK
Indiana Ave. church of Christ
6111 Indiana Avenue
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(806) 795-3377
www.lubbockindianaavecofc.com

LUFKIN
Timberland Dr. church of Christ
912 S. Timberland Drive
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 9:50 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7: P.M.
Evangelists: Harold Hancock & Reagan McClenny
(936) 634-7110 or 632-7070

MANSFIELD
Northside church of Christ
1820 Mansfield-Webb Road
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 6:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Tom Roberts (817) 466-3160

MIDLAND
Woodcrest Drive church of Christ
1401 Woodcrest Drive
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 4 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Jay Martin (432) 689-0955 
or (432) 620-0762

NACOGDOCHES
Stallings Dr. church of Christ
3831 N.E. Stallings Drive
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelists: Randy Harshbarger & Jay Taylor

PLANO
Spring Creek church of Christ
2100 W. Spring Creek Pkwy., (North Dallas 
Suburb)
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(972) 517-5582, www.planochurch.org

SAN ANTONIO
Grissom Rd. church of Christ
5470 Lost Lane at Grissom Rd.
San Antonio, TX 78238-2700
Bible Classes 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M. 
Evening 5 P.M., Wed. (Ladies Class) 10 A.M.
Wed. (Bible Class) 7:30 P.M.
Terry Starling, Evangelist
www.grissomroadcoc.org

SAN ANTONIO
Pecan Valley church of Christ
268 Utopia Avenue, (I-37 S.E. Exit Pecan Valley)
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Clyde W. Carter (210) 337-6143

SHERMAN
Westwood Village church of Christ
314 N. Tolbert
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Jim Smelser

TEMPLE
Leon Valley church of Christ
4404 Twin City Blvd.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Evangelist: Jason Garcia
email: yourfriendjgar@gmail.com 
www.biblemoments.org

WACO
Sun Valley church of Christ
340 E. Warren St. (In Hewitt, a suburb of Waco)
Bible Class 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Marc Smith 
(254) 666-1020 or 420-1484

THE WOODLANDS
Woodlands church of Christ
1500 Wellman Road • P.O. Box 7664 (77380)
Bible Class 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(281) 367-2099
www.woodlandschurchofchrist.org

VIRGINIA
CHESAPEAKE
Tidewater church of Christ
217 Taxus Street
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Steve Schlosser (757) 436-6900

CHESTER
Chester church of Christ
12100 Winfree St.,(Central to Richmond, 
Hopewell, Petersburg, & Colonial Heights)
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
church Building: (804) 796-2374, (804) 385-2725 
or (804) 271-0877

NEWPORT NEWS
Harpersville Rd. church of Christ
315 Harpersville Road
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M., (757) 595–9564

RICHMOND (METRO)
Courthouse church of Christ
Courthouse Rd. at Double Creek Ct.
(2.2 miles S of Rt. 288)
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangalist: Gene Tope (804) 790-1629
www.courthousechurchofchrist.com
RICHMOND
Forest Hill church of Christ
1208 W. 41st Street
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Jack Bise, Jr. (804) 233-5959

RIDGEWAY
church of Christ 
2970 Old Leaksville Road 
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Jarred McCrary (276) 956-6049
www.churchofchristridgeway.com

ROANOKE
Blue Ridge church of Christ
929 Indiana Avenue N.E. (5 min. from Roanoke 
Convention Center)
1st Lesson 9:15 A.M., Bible Study 10 A.M.
Worship 11 A.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(540) 344-2755

VIRGINIA BEACH
Southside church of Christ
5652 Haden Road
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Robert Mallard (757) 464-4574

WASHINGTON
BELLINGHAM
Mt. Baker church of Christ
1860 Mt. Baker Hwy.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6  P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Joe Price (360) 752-2692 or 380-2960
www.bibleanswer.com/mtbaker

WEST VIRGINIA
CHARLESTON 
church of Christ
873 Oakwood Road
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 10:50 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Jonathan Chaffin (304) 342-5637
www.oakwoodroadchurchofchrist.com

CLARKSBURG
Westside church of Christ
Davisson Run Road
Sunday Morning 9:30 A.M.
(304) 622-5433
www.westsidechurchofchristwv.net

FAIRMONT
Eastside church of Christ
1929 Morgantown Avenue
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(304) 363-8696 (304) 842-7936
GLADESVILLE
Gladesville church of Christ
2906 Gladesville Rd., Independence, WV 26374
Sunday Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 10:45 A.M.
Sunday 7 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(304) 864-3078

MOUNDSVILLE 
CHURCH OF CHRIST
210 Cedar Street
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M., Mid-week  7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Tony Huntsman (304) 845-4940

PARKERSBURG
Marrtown church of Christ
825 Marrtown Road
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(304) 422-7458 or 893-5227

WELLSBURG
Charles St. church of Christ
836 Charles Street
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(304) 527-4438 or 737-3124

WYOMING
RANCHESTER
Ranchester church of Christ
Hwy. 14 West, Ranch Mart Mall
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 6:30 P.M.
Contact: Bob Reich (307) 655-2563

CANADA
CALGARY, AB
Northside church of Christ
803 20A Avenue NE
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wed. Bible Study 7 P.M.
+1 (403) 452-5116
www.northsidechurchofchrist.ca

ADVERTISING RATES
ON CHURCH AD PAGES

Rates are $25 per 
quarter or $95 per year.

(when paid in advance). 

The ads are run once 
each month–12 
times a year.

Help travelers find your 
place of worship!

Toll-free: 1-855-49-6657
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