
MARCH 2017  |   NO. 03  |   VOLUME 61

The Preacher's

Study to shew thyself approved unto God,
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 

rightly dividing the word of truth 
(2 Tim. 2:15, KJV).

STUDY



March 2017  |  TruthMagazine.com March 2017  |  TruthMagazine.com2    

(iSSN 1538-0793) is published once a month by 
Guardian of Truth Foundation, 220 S. Marion, 
Athens, AL  35611. Postage paid at Bowling Green, 
KY and additional mailing offices.

Manuscripts should be sent to: 
Mark Mayberry (mark@truthpublications.com)

Subscriptions, renewals & other 
correspondence should be sent to: 
Truth Magazine 
220 S. Marion 
Athens, AL  35611 

Book orders should be sent to: 
CEI Bookstore
220 S. Marion
Athens, AL  35611 
Phone: (855) 492-6657
www.CEIbooks.com

Online Website: 
www.TruthMagazine.com

Send change of address to Postmaster at: 
220 S. Marion
Athens, AL  35611

Graphic Designer:
Kelly McCombs 
KMCimage@gmail.com

DISCLAIMER:
Books in ads are screened but an ad does not 
mean unqualified endorsement. All books should 
be tested by Scripture. We appreciate readers 
notifying us if they find some glaring fault in ads.

 Features

MARCH 2017  |  NO. 3  |  VOLUME 61

 The School of hard fallS

by Mark Mayberry pg 4

Observations from a recent accident that resulted in physical injury and spiritual 
reflection.

by Kyle Pope pg 6

God’s written revelation of His word began at a unique point in human history 
when it could be read and understood by all.

by Deborah Towles pg 8

Recognizing the truth of Jesus’ statement, “Where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also,” what do you keep in your personal treasure chest?

by  Daniel H. King, Sr. pg 10

We achieve a historical understanding of the relationship between faith and 
works by looking at past controversies.

by Robert Harkrider pg 14

Husbands sometimes abuse their leadership position in the family, acting 
selfishly rather than sacrificially; our wives deserve better.

by Bobby L. Graham pg 16

Did individual apostles and also local churches in the New Testament era 
possess every spiritual gift? 

by  Trent Dutton pg18

In contrast with the sexualized Canaanite fertility cults, the “I AM” who revealed 
Himself at Horeb is a High and Holy God.

 huSbandS, love Your WiveS 

 WordS on STone and ParchmenT

 QueSTion & anSWerS

 Women’S inSighTS: children’S leSSonS from The TreaSure cheST

 Who WaS The Wife of YahWeh?

 docTrine: PaST conTroverSieS involving faiTh vS. WorkS

pg 35



March 2017  |  TruthMagazine.com March 2017  |  TruthMagazine.com     3    

 The Preacher’s Study

by Connie W. Adams pg 26

There is value in being able to accurately 
and effectively use original language 
tools; yet, misplaced emphasis may 
mask pride and perversity.

■■ The value and danger 
of TechnologY

by Art Adams pg 28

Our Lord studied with others in 
public and in private; yet, one-on-one 
counselling requires circumspection. 

by Jim Deason pg 31

Recognizing the need for relaxation, 
Jesus said to the disciples, “Come apart 
and rest awhile;” yet, we must redeem 
the time. 

by Tim Matheny pg 24

We live in a remarkable age, where 
computers and the internet provide 
many benefits, but also pose distinct 
dangers.

by Joe R. Price pg 22

Commentaries represent focused-
thinking, and are often the result of 
years of intense study; yet, they must be 
measured against the Word of God.

by Jesse Flowers  pg 20

Faithful evangelists will hone their 
communication skills, but avoid using 
the smooth and flattering speech 
associated with false teachers.

■■ The value and danger 
of original languageS 
in Preaching

■■ The value and danger of 
PrivaTe counSelling

■■ The value and danger 
of commenTarieS

■■ The value and danger 
of diSTracTionS

■■ The value and danger 
of Skilled SPeech

by Mike Willis pg 33

Gospel preaching should be compelling 
and fresh, but we must not become 
obsessed with telling or hearing 
something new.

■■ The value and danger 
of neWneSS



March 2017  |  TruthMagazine.com March 2017  |  TruthMagazine.com4    

Editorial

The School of Hard Falls
by Mark Mayberry

On January 5th, 2017, my life 
literally turned upside down. In a 
moment, I went from being healthy 
and whole to a state of serious injury 
and brokenness. With one false step, I 
went from enjoying my surroundings to 
being imperiled by the same. 

I love running, logging over 1,600 
miles during 2016. Visiting our family 
in Kentucky, I was off to another good 
start. Early on the morning of January 
fifth, 2017, I left the house while it 
was still dark, and for the next several 
hours, I thoroughly enjoyed myself, 
running at a leisurely pace, enjoying 
the beauty of being outdoors at the 
dawning of a new day. 

Broad Run Park, located a few miles 
south of Louisville, is a place of solitude 
and subtle beauty. Running trails 
meander through 600 acres of forested 
hillsides and broad bottom lands, 
beside meandering creeks, jagged 
cliffs, and cascading waterfalls. The 
lights of Louisville glowed to the north 
as fog lifted from the valleys and snow 
drifted down from above. 

Starting my run early so as to 
hopefully beat the snow, initially, I 
could see the slick places along the 
path and successfully avoid them. 
Eventually, snow began to cover the 
path, hiding the patches of black ice. 
I began running on the grass beside 
the track, especially on steep inclines, 
so as to maintain proper footing. For 
two-and-a-half hours, everything was 
fine, until I reached the 11.5 mark of a 
13.1-mile run. Since the terrain was not 
so hilly, and the footing seemed good, 
I had begun running along the paved 
pathway. However, with one false 

step, everything changed. Hitting a 
hidden slick spot, my feet shot out from 
under me, and I landed hard on my 
back, resulting in seven fractured ribs 
and a punctured lung which partially 
collapsed with internal bleeding. 

Serenity gave way to danger, and 
pleasure gave way to pain. Because 
it was snowing, sensible people were 
at home. I was alone, sprawled on 
my back, in agonizing pain. Forcing 
myself to get up, I was able to walk the 
remaining distance back to my car. 
After running the heater for a while (It 
was twenty-eight degrees, and I was 
sweaty from a long run.), being unable 
to reach anyone on the phone, I slowly 
drove back to the house of John and 
Frani Smith, parents of our daughter-
in-law, Sarah. After being assisted 
up the steps and into the house, I 
sat (wrapped in blankets) shaking 
uncontrollably for 20 minutes, suffering 
from the combined effects of shock and 
becoming so chilled. 

My first inclination was to “tough it 
out.” However, after being examined 
by a nurse who lived across the street 
(whose name, incidentally, was also 
Mayberry, but of no kin), she ordered 
me to the emergency room. Nathan, 
our son, drove us to the hospital. 
When x-rays revealed the extent 
of my injuries, I was transferred 
by ambulance to the University of 
Louisville Hospital, a local trauma 
center, where I remained for eight days. 

Had my injury only involved 
fractured ribs, it would not have been 
so bad. However, the punctured, 
collapsed lung, coupled with internal 
bleeding, required the insertion of a 

drain tube in my chest. Unfortunately, 
it took much longer for the punctured 
lung to seal. Thus, I “enjoyed” an 
extended stay at “Club Med.” Days were 
long, and nights were longer. 

Throughout the ordeal, I kept 
thinking to myself, “Lord, what are 
you trying to teach me?” Over the 
course of time, the following thoughts 
crystalized in my mind. So, beyond the 
obvious (“Mark, don’t be stupid, and 
run alone on icy pathways!”), here are 
a few of the lessons learned from this 
experience.

Life’s Fragility
Life is fragile and fleeting. The 

wise man said, “Do not boast about 
tomorrow, for you do not know what a 
day may bring forth” (Prov. 27:1). 

The New Testament echoes and 
expands this same theme: 

Come now, you who say, “Today or 
tomorrow we will go to such and 
such a city, and spend a year there 
and engage in business and make a 
profit.” Yet you do not know what your 
life will be like tomorrow. You are just 
a vapor that appears for a little while 
and then vanishes away. Instead, you 
ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will 
live and also do this or that.” But as 
it is, you boast in your arrogance; all 
such boasting is evil. Therefore, to one 
who knows the right thing to do and 
does not do it, to him it is sin (James 
4:13-17).

Life’s Uncertainty
In Ecclesiastes 9:10-12, Solomon 

offers counsel for wise living: approach 
each day with diligence, but recognize 
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that life is filled with uncertainty—
”time and chance” overtake all men.

“Whatever your hand finds to do, do 
it with all your might; for there is no 
activity or planning or knowledge or 
wisdom in Sheol where you are going. 
I again saw under the sun that the 
race is not to the swift and the battle 
is not to the warriors, and neither is 
bread to the wise nor wealth to the 
discerning nor favor to men of ability; 
for time and chance overtake them 
all. Moreover, man does not know his 
time: like fish caught in a treacherous 
net and birds trapped in a snare, so 
the sons of men are ensnared at an 
evil time when it suddenly falls on 
them” (Eccl. 9:10-12). 

Determination
When I slipped on the ice, and 

was in great pain, I just wanted to lay 
there. However, since I was sweaty 
and the temps were below freezing, I 
recognized, “I must get up.” Despite the 
intense pain, I forced myself to roll over 
from my back, and using my head as 
a pivot point, was able to push myself 
up from the ground, eventually stand 
up, and begin the long slow walk back 
to the safety and warmth of my vehicle 
(over 3.5 km away).

Sometimes grim determination 
is required. Nearing the end of His 
earthly ministry (Luke 9:51-56), and on 
the brink of His betrayal, and ensuing 
passion, Jesus exhibited this quality 
(Luke 22:39-46).

The KJV reads, “And it came to 
pass, when the time was come that he 
should be received up, he steadfastly 
set his face to go to Jerusalem…” (Luke 
9:51). According to the NASB, “When 
the days were approaching for His 
ascension, He was determined to go to 
Jerusalem….”

Jesus manifested the same resolve 
in the Garden of Gethsemane. He 
prayed, “Father, if You are willing, 
remove this cup from Me; yet not My 

will, but Yours be done.” Luke adds, 
“Being in agony He was praying very 
fervently; and His sweat became like 
drops of blood, falling down upon the 
ground” (Luke 22:39-46).

Patience
During my hospitalization, a good 

friend offered wise advice, saying, “Be 
a patient patient, Mark.” Because of 
the severity of my injuries (with seven 
broken ribs and a punctured lung), I did 
not recover as quickly as the doctors 
hoped. Yet, they kept saying, “The 
process will work if you give it time.” 
Sure enough, the bleeding eventually 
stopped and they could remove the 
drain tube from my chest.

Solomon said, “The end of a matter 
is better than its beginning; patience 
of spirit is better than haughtiness of 
spirit” (Eccl. 7:8). Patience is a fruit of 
the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23), an essential 
quality for spiritual growth and 
faithfulness (Col. 1:9-12).

Trust
Sometimes the solution to our 

problems lies outside ourselves. 
We may be able to respond in some 
measure, but ultimately we must 
depend upon others, and especially 
God, for assistance. I learned to trust 
in my doctors, nurses, and those who 
were dedicated to helping me recover.

Writing to the Philippians 
from Roman imprisonment, and 
speaking of his future plans, Paul 
said, “Therefore I hope to send him 
(Timothy) immediately, as soon as I 
see how things go with me; and I trust 
in the Lord that I myself also will be 
coming shortly” (Phil. 2:23-24). Note 
the language: “I hope… I trust….” The 
Psalmist said, “But as for me, I am like 
a green olive tree in the house of God; 
I trust in the lovingkindness of God 
forever and ever” (Ps. 52:8).

Thankfulness
I stand amazed at the outpouring of 

love from friends and family. Brethren 
here at Adoue Street have been so 
supportive. Disciples from the Hebron 
Lane congregation in Shepherdsville, 
KY (where Nathan and Sarah attend) 
visited me repeatedly while I was in 
the University of Louisville Hospital. 
Brethren around the world sent 
well-wishes and offered up prayers 
on my behalf. Thank you, Sherelyn. 
Thank you, Nathan and Sarah. Thank 
you, Ryan and Emilee. Thank you, 
John and Frani, for providing a home 
away from home. Thank you, Alan 
and Julie, for providing a place of rest 
and recovery as we journeyed home. 
Thank you, dear brethren, for your 
many expressions of concern and acts 
of charity. Such demonstrations of 
Christian compassion, by family, by 
life-long friends, by brethren near and 
far, by those well-known and otherwise 
unknown, is a testament to the power 
of the gospel. God is good. He helps us, 
directly and indirectly, as we face trials 
and tribulations. 

Conclusion
Life is fragile and uncertain. 

Let us, therefore, approach it with 
determination, patience, trust, and 
thankfulness. “You are my God, and I 
give thanks to n are my God, I extol You. 
Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; 
For His lovingkindness is everlasting.” 
(Ps. 118:28-29).  

Mark and Sherelyn have labored 
with the Adoue Street church 
of Christ in Alvin, TX since 
1998, where he serves as the 
evangelist and an elder. His 
website is http://markmayberry.
net/ and his email is mark@
truthpublications.com.

Mark Mayberry 
Editor
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How the Bible Came to Us

Words on Stone and Parchment
by Kyle Pope

Imagine teaching a class of little 
children to write for the very first time. 
You would start with the alphabet, 
but imagine having to teach them 
15,000 characters! As difficult as that 
might seem, it helps us appreciate the 
remarkable timing of when God chose 
to begin the process of revealing His 
written word to mankind.

In the earliest stages of God’s 
dealings with man, He spoke directly to 
the heads of families (Gen. 3:9; 4:6; 7:1; 
13:14; 31:3; Exod. 4:4). For centuries, 
there was no record of any written 
revelation of God’s will. From what 
we know about the earliest forms of 
writing, there may have been a very 
good reason for this. 

The First Writing Systems
The earliest form of writing was 

ideographic pictures and symbols 
representing ideas. Many are familiar 
with beautiful Egyptian hieroglyphic 
inscriptions with complex pictures and 
symbols. In Mesopotamia, a similar 
system called cuneiform was used, 

involving wedge-shaped symbols 
pressed into clay. This created a 
problem: communicating through 
picture writing required the writer to 
have artistic ability and know a large 
number of symbols. Some years ago, 
Chinese, a modern ideographic script, 
was reduced from 15,000 characters to 
5,000. Such systems made it hard for 
common people to learn to read and 
write. Often the only ones who were 
literate were professional scribes who 
kept records for kings and the wealthy.

The ancient world knew nothing of 
the modern conveniences we take for 
granted. There were no smart phones, 
laptops, or computers. All writing was 
carved into stone, pressed into clay, 
or marked on surfaces that could 
absorb pigment. While the Bible refers 
to tablets of clay (Ezek. 4:1), the first 
written revelation of God’s word (so 
far as we know) was on stone tablets. 
God told Moses, “Come up to Me on the 
mountain and be there; and I will give 
you tablets of stone, and the law and 

commandments which I have written, 
that you may teach them” (Exod. 24:12). 

The First Alphabet
Critics of the Bible once argued 

that the claim that God gave the law 
to Moses was impossible, because it 
was believed that alphabetic writing 
did not exist at that time. However, in 
the winter of 1904-1905, this argument 
was disproved. In the Sinai Peninsula, 
near the area where the Bible says God 
gave the Law to Moses, archaeologist, 
Flinders Petrie, discovered inscriptions 
in a script now believed to be the 
first alphabetic writing ever known. 
This script, known as Proto-Sinaitic, 
used a simple system of symbols that 
corresponds to the Hebrew alphabet 
which was used to write the Old 
Testament. Such an alphabet made it 
possible for ordinary people to learn 
these simple symbols corresponding to 
spoken language. At this key moment 
in human history, God began the 
process of revealing His written word to 
mankind, making it accessible to all.

God’s written revelation of His word began at a unique point in human history when it could be read and understood by all.

Hieroglyphics Cuneiform Proto-Siniaitic Inscription
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God did not preserve His word 
through the centuries on stone. Most of 
His revealed word was written on dried 
animal skins that were stitched together 
and rolled into scrolls. The Law of Moses 
was preserved in this form. Jeremiah 
was told, “Take a scroll of a book and 
write on it all the words that I have 
spoken to you against Israel, against 
Judah, and against all the nations, from 
the day I spoke to you, from the days of 
Josiah even to this day” (Jer. 36:2). 

The First Books
“Books,” as we now know them, 

did not exist until the time of the New 
Testament and afterwards, when single 
pages of parchment (dried animal skins) 
or papyrus (a dried plant flattened and 
glued together) were bound together 
in what is called a codex. Thousands of 
copies of handwritten texts of biblical 
books, written on scrolls or pages 
from codices (the plural of codex), have 
survived through the centuries. It was 
with these tools that God revealed and 

preserved the Bible as we have it today. 
In our next study, we will look at three 
steps involved in the revelation of God’s 
word in the Old Testament.  

Kyle Pope preaches for the 
Olsen Park church of Christ in 
Amarillo, Texas. He has written 
several books published by 
Truth Publications including 
How We Got the Bible. He can 
be reached at kmpope@att.net.Kyle Pope
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Women’s Insights

Children’s Lessons from the 
Treasure Chest
by Deborah Towles

Compiling a treasure hoard is a 
favorite and exciting game for most 
children. Yet, it is more than just a 
game; they learn to classify the value 
of objects in their world, a process 
that continues beyond childhood. 
Their collection of “treasures” is as 
meaningful to them as our own. This 
common childhood activity provides 
an opportunity to teach about the 
challenges of recognizing and valuing 
true riches (1 Tim. 6:17-19). 

Figurative or literal, everyone has a 
treasure chest containing that which 
is valued above all else. Tangible 
objects may fill our treasure chest – 
possessions such as gold, silver, jewels, 
or heirloom keepsakes. It may contain 
intangible items such as relationships, 
ideas, physical knowledge or spiritual 
wisdom. Our treasure is that which 
consumes our thoughts and time, 
energy and resources, driving our 
existence and defining our character 
(Matt. 6:21, 24-32; Luke 12:16-34). 

Objects considered valuable in this 
world often communicate rich spiritual 
lessons. As gold and silver must be 
refined to be purified and reach their 
highest value, so God’s people must 
face the refining fires that test and 
purify their faith (1 Pet. 1:6-9). The pearl 
is formed because an irritating grain 
of sand, while it must be endured, is 
perfected into a thing of great beauty 
(James 1:2-4). A diamond is a chunk of 
carbon that has withstood tremendous 
pressure to become a precious 

possession, as Christ, who endured the 
trial of the cross (Heb. 1:3-12, 5:8-9). 
Yet, earthly treasures will not endure 
time (Matt. 6:19) or be taken beyond 
the grave (1 Tim. 6:7).

We should treasure certain things 
far more than anything the world 
offers: our relationship with God and 
His word (Ps.19: 7-10; 119:10-11; Matt. 
13:52), the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 
13:44-46), the wisdom and knowledge 
of Christ (Col. 2:2-3), a father’s wisdom 
(Prov. 2:1-5), lips of knowledge (Prov. 
20: 15), a worthy woman (Prov. 31:10), 
true wisdom (Job 28:18; Prov. 8), good 
works of godly women (1 Tim. 2:9-10), 
heavenly treasure (Matt. 19:21; Luke 
12:31-34), a good name (Prov. 22:1), 

and also an approved faith resulting in 
salvation (1 Pet. 1:7-9). 

Does God have treasure? He entrusts 
the treasure of the gospel to men who 
share it with the lost for whom He 
patiently waits (2 Cor. 4:1-7; 2 Pet. 3:9). 
The gentle and quiet spirit of a godly 
woman is far more precious in His sight 
than outward beauty (1 Pet. 3:1-4). 
Those who fear the LORD and esteem 
His name are His special treasure, 
preserved and protected among men 
(Mal. 3:16-17). Of all the riches God 
created, His saints are preserved as 
His inheritance (Eph. 1:18), even when 
all other riches are destroyed (2 Pet. 
3:11-12). The true value of our souls, 
which we sometimes sell so cheaply, 
is understood only in the light of the 
cross, for therein we see what God gave 
in exchange (Matt. 16:26; Rom. 5:6-9). 

When we learn to value what God 
values, we will optimize teachable 
moments during our child’s play. By 
showing them the true standard, they 
will gain the knowledge to avoid the 
pitfalls of mistaken judgments and 
store up treasure of a good foundation 
for the future (1 Tim. 6:9-11, 17-19). 
What better riches could we give them?  

Deborah Towles is the wife 
of Gale Towles who preaches 
for the State Line church 
of Christ in Charlotte, NC. 
They have four children and 
nineteen grandchildren. She 
can be reached at deboraht@
carolina.rr.com.

Deborah Towles

Teaching our children the true 
standard by which the worth 
of all things is evaluated, they 
acquire knowledge to avoid the 
pitfalls of mistaken judgments 
and store up treasure of a good 
foundation for the future (1 
Tim. 6:9-11; 17-19). What better 
riches could we give them?

Recognizing the truth of Jesus’ statement, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also,” what do you keep in your 
personal treasure chest?
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Doctrine

Past Controversies 
Involving Faith vs. Works
by Daniel H. King, Sr.

“Therefore having been justified by 
faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:1). The 
importance of having faith in God 
and Christ must not be minimized, 
even though it has been frequently 
overstated and even misstated by 
zealous advocates of the notion of 
“salvation by grace through faith, 
and that alone.” Many in the modern 
religious world advocate this view, 
despite various denominational 
affiliations.

We take seriously these statements 
of Scripture. Jesus meant what He said 
in John 8:24 and elsewhere. Paul also 
meant what he said in Ephesians 2:8 
and elsewhere. Both of these texts, 
and many others like them, lead to the 
inevitable conclusion that, without 
believing in Jesus, a person will be 
lost. Thus, faith in Jesus as God’s Son, 
the resurrected and enthroned Lord, 
is absolutely essential to salvation; 
without it, no person who has lived 
since his enfleshment shall be able to 
stand before the judgment bar of God 
and hear the words, “Well done, good 
and faithful servant…” (Matt. 25:21, 23). 
To be faithful, we must be full of faith, 
by very definition, and faithfulness unto 
death is also emphasized (Rev. 2:10). 
Without faith, it is impossible to please 
God (Heb. 11:6).

Faith as Assent to the 
Apostolic Testimony

Early Christians saw faith as having 
to do with an assent to the apostolic 
testimony concerning Jesus and those 
elemental doctrines which were taught 
by Him and His representatives, the 
apostles and prophets. Thus, during 
the patristic period, both sides in the 
Gnostic controversies attempted to 
show that the tenets of their belief 
system were genuinely apostolic in 
derivation. 

Both sides could not be correct in 
their assertion, of course, but they 
understood the necessity of this 
principle. Orthodoxy and heterodoxy 
were defined in terms of whether or 
not a teaching was consistent with the 
ancient faith of the fathers. However, 
concentration on this element of 
truth, without consideration of other 
biblical principles and teachings, led 
to an altogether unbiblical narrowing 
of the idea of faith, so that it came to 
be seen only in the light of assent to 
the apostolic precepts and doctrines. 
Focusing exclusively on the notion of 
what is believed, it became divorced 
from a personal and intimate 
relationship with God and Christ. One 
could be considered a faithful Christian 
without having any relationship with 
God other than a willingness to comply 

with certain aspects of the Christian 
regimen. 

Although the essential core of this 
belief was to some extent true, it did 
not represent a full understanding of 
the concept, especially as pertaining to 
what men must do in order to please 
God. Without doubt, believing apostolic 
doctrine is good and right. However, 
more is necessary than merely giving 
mental assent to a thing, even if that 
which is believed and accepted is 
altogether true. In this instance, faith 
was conceived of as having to do with 
orthodoxy, embracing those particular 
tenets and truths found in apostolic 
teaching. Although orthodoxy is in fact 
important, by itself, it represents a cold 
and dead system of assenting to all the 
proper historical facts and doctrinal 
statements. The faith found in the New 
Testament is far more than this.

Moreover, as the decades passed, 
since the concept of justification was 
not much studied or well understood, 
and it had not been understood in 
terms of its connection with Jesus 
as Savior and Lord of one’s own life, 
faith came to be regarded “simply as 
the passport to baptism (remitting all 
past sins) and to a lifelong probation 
in the church (giving the baptized the 
opportunity to make themselves worthy 
of glory by their good works)” (Packer, 
401).

We achieve a historical understanding of the relationship between faith and works by looking at past controversies.



10        11    March 2017  |  TruthMagazine.com March 2017  |  TruthMagazine.com

One sees in this the wellspring 
of Roman Catholic theology, as it 
developed over time. Also, it explains 
the tendency of many in the “high 
church” environment—who live daily 
in a manner quite at odds with the 
teachings and principles for which they 
claim to stand—and yet, they continue 
in full fellowship with their church, 
and are often held up as iconic figures 
exemplifying the faith to which they 
have given filial allegiance.

Augustine of Hippo (AD 354-
430)

Augustine was one of the greatest 
and most prolific writers of ancient 
times. Western culture has been 
profoundly influenced by him. Many 
modern scholars count him as one of 
the three major figures of the ancient 
world. Some see him as the most 
influential of all. While we believe 
this to be an overstatement, it is clear 
from such remarks that Augustine 
was, indeed, remarkably tangential in 
steering the course of Western thinking.

Beginning as a confused young man 
who came from a chaotic background, 
he moved through several different 
perspectives on life and even various 
religious and anti-religious groups. 
In the end, he was challenged by the 
preaching of the remarkable orator 

Ambrose at Milan, Italy. Baptized by 
Ambrose in 387, Augustine’s brilliance 
was immediately recognized by his 
fellow churchmen. Eventually he served 
as bishop of Hippo, where at the age of 
75, he died during the terrible siege of 
the city by the Vandals (AD 430). 

It would be difficult for one to read 
all of the works of this amazing writer. 
Without doubt, Augustine was the most 
studious man and prolific writer of his 
age. Embracing the notion of original 
sin, he became convinced that the 
whole human race was, in essence, 
responsible for the original sin of Adam 
and Eve. The fall itself, loss of freedom 
of choice, the obstruction of knowledge, 
loss of God’s grace, the loss of paradise, 
the presence of concupiscence, 
physical death, and hereditary guilt 
all descended upon the human race 
in the wake of Adam’s sin. Therefore, 
he taught that men were born sinners. 
Even infants share in this sinful nature, 
and are counted as sinners even before 
committing any sin on their own. 
Thus, he argued that infants should be 
baptized as a remedy for their inborn 
sins.

Pelagius ( c. 360–418), a British 
born monk, who later moved to Rome, 
opposed the idea of predestination. 
He converted Celestius, who further 
developed the Pelagian perspective. 
Soon he was declared a heretic and 
was excommunicated at the Council 
of Carthage in 416. However, when 
Zosimus became bishop of Rome, 
the teachings of Pelagius were 
pronounced orthodox. At the time, no 
fixed conviction on the issue of human 
nature was broadly held. Subsequently, 
his views were again condemned at 
the Council of Carthage in 418. So 
Pelagianism came to be considered 
to be heretical in the Roman Catholic 
Church.

Pelagius’ main contention was 
that man possesses a free will in 
the absolute sense of the word. Sin 

consists only in the separate acts of 
the will. There is no such thing as a 
sinful nature. Sin is a deliberate choice 
by one who is perfectly free to choose 
otherwise. Inasmuch as sin consists 
only in separate acts of the will, the 
idea of its propagation by procreation 
is absurd. Thus, children are not born 
in sin or born with sin, although they 
may imitate the practice of sin which 
they learn from their parents and 
their contemporaries; rather, they are 
born morally neutral and choose to 
do as they may by their own act of will 
(Berkhof, 234).

Learning that Pelagius was attacking 
some of his views, Augustine quickly 
responded, and a fierce controversy 
ensued. Out of this controversy, 
Augustine fully formulated his theories, 
further elucidating his views of the 
Fall, Original Sin, and Predestination. 
He argued that man suffers from an 
hereditary moral disease, and is subject 
to the inherited legal liability for Adam’s 
sin. We can be saved from these evils 
solely by the grace of God. The whole 
human family is one mass of sin, out 
of which God has elected some souls 
to receive His unmerited mercy, while 
babies who die unbaptized go into 
everlasting perdition. In his mind, 
there was no other explanation than 
the inscrutable wisdom of God. These 
views later found great favor with John 
Calvin and other reformers during the 
Reformation period (Oxford Dictionary 
of the Christian Church, 108, 109).

Augustine believed that election to 
salvation was God’s choice, not man’s. 
Faith is strictly a gift from God, while 
good works are a natural outgrowth of 
God’s choices on behalf of the righteous 
man or woman. In contrast, Pelagius 
believed that each act of good or evil on 
man’s part is a free choice, committed 
by an individual who freely chooses 
his own way, and, who, ultimately, will 
choose his own final destination.

Augustine
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Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274), 
author of the Summa Theologica along 
with other influential writings, was 
responsible for the further refinement 
of the views that were first set forth 
and enumerated in great detail by 
Augustine. In fact, the two were so 
much in harmony that it could be 
argued that they were practically the 
same. In the Catholic Church, their 
views have been held as orthodoxy 
and any inclination to move away from 
them has been considered heresy. 
Some of Aquinas’ views were, at first, 
rejected and banned in some of the 
Catholic orders; yet, he was eventually 
canonized by John XXII, and is now 
considered one of the great doctors of 
the Roman Church. 

The Protestant Reformation
Martin Luther initiated the 

Protestant Reformation by nailing his 
95 Theses to the church house door 
at Wittenberg, Germany, in the year 
1517. Obviously, he was dissatisfied 
with many of the beliefs and practices 
of contemporary Catholicism. These 
debate propositions challenged any 
willing opponent to engage with him 
in discussing the issues before the 
church at the time. In addition, Luther’s 
willingness to explore new ground 
in his study of the Biblical doctrine 
of atonement and salvation led him 
to conclude that God pardons guilty 

sinners through faith alone, excluding 
all “works” that men perform. This 
became the most distinctive and 
memorable aspect of his teachings. 

According to Luther, “All have sinned 
and are justified freely, without their 
own works and merits, by His grace, 
through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, in His blood (Rom. 3:23-25). This 
is necessary to believe. This cannot be 
otherwise acquired or grasped by any 
work, law or merit. Therefore, it is clear 
and certain that this faith alone justifies 
us…” (Luther, 289).

Though he had many followers, 
Luther also was opposed by numerous 
scholars and religious leaders. John 
Calvin, while agreeing with Luther 
on his major points, argued that the 
language of his position was incorrect, 
and described “good works” on the part 
of believers as a necessary consequence 
or fruit of their faith. Most churches in 
the Reformation tradition, even to this 
day, hold that sola fide, the Latin words 
used by Luther to define this doctrine, 
is true to Sacred Scripture and must be 
maintained as an essential element of 
Evangelicalism. 

Careful study of Luther’s many 
writings show that he was not nearly so 
wed to the notion that good deeds are 
not essential for the Christian as many 
may have thought. Sometimes his 
language lends itself to a defense of this 
idea, but at other times his comments 
do not seem to do so. 

For example, he wrote: “God has also 
pictured this will and good pleasure of 
His in the affection of parents for their 
children. For in domestic relations we 
see that the father and mother are 
affected and delighted more when their 
little son or daughter brings a little 
flower or some other trifle than when 
a servant or a maid carries a big bag 
or beam to them. Such trifling acts are 
lovely and gratifying to parents when 
they are done by their children. When 

servants and maids do them, they pay 
no attention to them…” (Plass, 1513).

Of the necessity of baptism for 
salvation, he was also very plain: “It 
is decreed by God that whatever is 
not faith avails nothing and receives 
nothing. But if they say, as they will 
do: After all, Baptism itself is a work, 
and you say works avail nothing for 
salvation. What, then, becomes of 
faith? I answer: It is true our works 
certainly contribute nothing toward 
our salvation. Baptism, however, is not 
our work but God’s... God’s works are 
beneficial and necessary for salvation... 
we insist on it as so necessary for the 
apprehension of the benefits of Baptism 
that without it nothing can be received 
or enjoyed” (Ibid., 56).

The larger panorama of 
denominationalism that grew out of the 
reformatory religious schisms of that 
era were influenced primarily by two 
principal ideologies. One resulted from 
the religious writings and influence of 
John Calvin (1509-1564), especially his 
Institutes of the Christian Religion (1536) 
and his many Biblical commentaries. 
Most of his work was done at Basel 
in Switzerland, but his influence 
has been felt around the world. His 
theology included such important 
themes as predestination and the 
absolute sovereignty of God in the 
salvation of the lost. Calvinism, in large 
measure, was taken from the teachings 
and writings of Augustine. His views 
were opposed by a Dutch Reformed 
theologian named Jacobus Arminius 
(1560-1609), much as Augustine had 
been opposed by Pelagius. Opposition 
to Calvinism has been classed as 
“Arminianism” to this very day.

Conclusion
From the beginning, the movement 

to restore New Testament Christianity 
rejected the complicated theories 
and unbiblical notions of Augustine, 
Thomas Aquinas, Martin Luther, and 
John Calvin. Unfortunately, these 

Martin Luther
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ideologies rob man of his right of 
personal self-government and of his 
ability to choose right and wrong. In 
the end, it lays upon the shoulders of a 
loving and righteous God the ultimate 
responsibility for revolt and rebellion 
on the part of mutinous human beings. 
After all, if God made us this way, and 
it is His sovereign will that we should 
become disobedient children, then how 
can He justly condemn us when we err 
from His ways? Such theories ultimately 
lead to infidelity and skepticism on 
the part of people given to logical and 
independent thought.

Also, this distortion lends sympathy 
to the notion that a dead faith is vibrant 
enough to save us, despite what James 
said on the matter: “Faith without 
works is dead, being alone” (James 
2:17). Indeed, if mere mental and 
cognitive affirmation of a principle of 
truth is all that is required for a believer 
to enter a state of grace with God, then 
dead faith does indeed save. Yet, this 
simply cannot be the case. 

Finally, if we do not have an absolute 
right to choose between good and evil, 
then God must be seen as somehow 
responsible for whatever outcome 
there may be from our actions. It is 
impossible to square this notion with 
biblical teaching, which frequently 
offers an invitation to faith and 
obedience to wayward souls, providing 
them a way out and a way forward, 
if they will show themselves faithful 
and obedient, willing to move in the 
direction that God has so graciously 
provided for them, i.e., “save yourselves 
from this crooked generation…” (Acts 
2:40; cf. also Matt. 11:28; 19:21; Mark 
1:17; 8:34; etc.).  
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Family

Husbands sometimes abuse their leadership position in the family, acting selfishly rather than sacrificially; our wives deserve better.

Husbands, Love Your Wives
by Robert Harkrider

It has been said that if you see a 
man opening the car door for his wife, 
it means that either he has a new car 
or a new wife! We may giggle at that 
analysis, but, sadly, it reminds us of the 
husband who tells his wife on their silver 
anniversary, “Twenty-five years ago, I 
told you that I loved you, and if I ever 
change my mind, I will let you know.”

In reality, these illustrations are not 
funny, but imply the underlying reason 
why so many marriages are failing. The 
true love of a husband must be like 
the love that Christ has for the church: 
“Husbands, love your wives, just as 
Christ also loved the church and gave 
Himself for her” (Eph. 5:25). Obviously, 
we cannot match God’s love in 
quantity, or in quality, but we can love 
in kind… evidencing indestructible, 
sacrificial, and unselfish love!

Marital death is rampant in our 
nation. No one needs a poll to 
recognize this. Look next door, across 
the street, or around the corner, to 
see the lifeless remains of shattered 
unions that once breathed the breath 
of married life. Observe relatives 
(grandparents, parents, brothers, 
sisters, uncles, aunts) and fellow 
Christians who have gone back on their 
vow—“until death do us part.”

The breakdown of any relationship, 
be it business, political, or marital, can 
usually be traced to its leadership. The 
husband is the head of the wife (Eph. 
5:23); as the ruler of the relationship, 
he must bear chief responsibility for its 
failure. Ephesians 5 does not say that 

wives are slaves to their husbands, but 
it does say wives are to be submitting 
to husbands who love. The day he 
becomes indifferent toward his wife 
is the day when the soundness of the 
relationship begins to suffer. Having 
the love that Christ had for the church 
is the basis of the husband’s rule of his 
wife and is the spirit that will breathe 
life into any marriage. 

Just as Christ Loved the 
Church 

How can we love like Christ 
loved the church? Consider a few 
characteristics. First, Christ’s love for 
the church was indestructible. He loved 
even those who slapped, mocked, 
spit on, and crucified Him. He died for 
us when we were undeserving (Rom. 
5:6, 8, 10). The love Christ had for the 
church drew no line that said He would 
not die for us if we crossed that line. An 
inferior love is given only to those who 
earn the right to receive it, but God’s 
love is extended to those who don’t 
deserve it, and have not earned it. “By 
this we know love, because He laid 
down His life for us. And we ought to 
lay down our lives for the brethren” (1 
John 3:16).

Christ’s love served the needs of 
others. Many explain that they divorced 
because they “fell out of love.” Sadly, 
this illustrates a misunderstanding of 
“love.” The kind of love Christ had for 
the church is agape love, that is, the 
attitude of “active good will” whether 
or not the person loved is deserving. 

We may not have that euphoric, “ooey-
gooey” feeling that the world terms 
“love.” Yet, a husband who imitates 
Christ will set aside his own interests 
and do what is good for his wife. 
Nothing she says or does will interfere 
with or defeat the unselfish spirit that 
promotes her well-being.

What we fall “out of” we can fall 
“back into.” Do you remember when 
you were first trying to win her love? 
Ask yourself, “When is the last time I 
made a sacrifice for my wife? When is 
the last time we wanted to do different 
things, and I set aside my own carefully 
laid out plans to do what she wanted 
to do? The world says: “Be the macho 
man, big shot! Build up your own 
identity; grab all the gusto; live for the 
moment.” God says the opposite: “I 
have been crucified with Christ. It is 
no longer I who live, but Christ lives in 
me; and the life which I now live in the 
flesh I live by faith in the Son of God 
who loved me and gave Himself for me” 
(Gal. 2:20). 

Just As You Love Your Own 
Body

“So husbands ought to love their 
own wives as their own bodies: he who 
loves his wife loves himself. For no one 
ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes 
and cherishes it, just as the Lord does 
the church” (Eph. 5:28-29). When 
husbands see the needs of their wives 
as with the clarity they see their own 
needs, they have learned the secret of 
successful marriages. 
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A good rule to help troubled 
marriages is to apply the “Golden Rule” 
(Matt. 7:12). Ask yourself, if roles were 
reversed and you were the wife, would 
you want to be married to someone 
who treats you the way you are 
treating her? As a good neighbor puts 
himself in his neighbor’s shoes before 
speaking or acting, so a good husband 
will slip on his wife’s sandals to see 
what love demands. This is called 
“understanding.” The inspired apostle 
warned, “Husbands, likewise, dwell 
with them with understanding, giving 
honor to the wife, as to the weaker 
vessel, and as being heirs together of 
the grace of life, that your prayers may 
not be hindered” (1 Pet. 3:7). 

The word “nourish” (ektrepho), 
meaning to “feed or to nurture,” is 
used primarily in reference to raising 

children in a way that promotes health 
and strength. The word “cherish” 
(thalpo), literally meaning “to soften 
or warm with body heat,” is used to 
describe a mother bird sitting on her 
nest. Husbands are to provide their 
wives with a nest, a security of warmth, 
and a place of nourishment. 

Give relief to your wife when she 
needs an hour or two from the burden 
of children at the end of a grueling day. 
Offer a few words of praise and a back 
rub when struggling with an emotional 
downer at a certain time in her cycle. 
Push a vacuum cleaner or minister at 
a sink full of dirty dishes. Wimpy? NO! 
This is the love all marriages need. This 
is the stuff of husbanding.

Compare the love of a husband to a 
warm blanket on a cold winter night; 

as long as the wife feels encircled, 
wrapped up in this blanket, she is able 
to surrender herself completely and 
unconditionally to her husband, both 
body and mind. In order to give her this 
feeling of being sheltered, love her just 
as Christ loved the church, and nourish 
her as you do your own body. Also learn 
that it is not unmanly to express your 
feelings. If your words and caresses 
go together with this attitude of heart, 
they will convey to her the message, 
“You are loved.”  

Robert Harkrider

Robert F. Harkrider has served 
with the South Bumby church 
in Orlando, FL for the last thirty 
years.  He can be reached at 
rharkrider@earthlink.net
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QUESTION: Did each of the apostles possess all the gifts of the Spirit? Yes? 
or No? Scripture? I understand, that in the first century, each brother in 
the local church did not possess every spiritual gift (1 Cor. 12,14). However, 
what about the apostles?

The apostles of Jesus Christ, having 
been called and trained by the Lord, 
were endowed for their work with 
power from on high (Mark 9:1; Acts 1:8). 
The word dunamis, meaning power or 
strength, is what the Lord gave them 
through the working of the Holy Spirit. 
When the twelve were “filled with the 
Holy Spirit” not many days after the 
Lord’s promise, they received such 
power as was needed to perform their 
role in (1) teaching people what the 
Lord had done and said, (2) completing 
the message of truth which Jesus had 
not taught them, (3) working whatever 
miracles were needed in verification 
of the messengers and confirmation 
of their message, and (4) distributing 
to others in the church the miraculous 
gifts needed for the growth of the infant 
church (John 14:26; 15:26; 16:13-14; 
Mark 16:17-18; Heb. 2:3-4; 2 Cor. 10:8; 
12:12; Acts 8:17-19; 19:6).

In their performance of these works 
the miraculous element was present 
in assuring their accuracy and power: 
(1) speaking in foreign languages 
(Acts 2:4), (2) speaking by divine 
inspiration (John 14:26; 16:12-13; Gal. 
1:12), (3) imparting miraculous gifts 
by the laying on of their hands (Acts 
19:6), and (4) working of various kinds 
of miracles (Acts 3; 9:37-42; 28:3-6). 
There is nothing to indicate they 
lacked any miraculous powers or gifts 
mentioned in 1 Corinthians 12 or Mark 
16:17-18. It is my judgment that they 
were empowered to work all kinds of 
miracles which their hands equipped 
others to work; they were lacking in no 
respect.

In addition to their miraculous 
power, their work also demonstrated 
the authority given them for good 
(2 Cor. 10:8). They served with the 

power to bind and loose what heaven 
had already appointed (Matt. 16:13-
20; 18:18), as judges on thrones 
over spiritual Israel (Matt. 19:28), as 
ambassadors of Christ (John 13:20; 2 
Cor. 5:20; 1 Cor. 14:37), as men setting 
forth the condition of forgiveness of 
sins (John 20:22-23), and as witnesses 
of the resurrection of Jesus (Luke 24:48-
49; John 15:26-27; Acts 1:8, 21-26).

While no one passage states that 
the apostles possessed all of the gifts 
about which our querist inquired, it 
seems pretty clear they were able to 
exercise them, because they dispensed 
them.  

by Bobby L. Graham

Bobby L. Graham preaches and is 
an elder for the Old Moulton Rd. 
church of Christ. He is married to 
Karen (Hodge) Graham and they 
have three children: Richard, Mary 
Katherine Winland (Darren), and 
Laura Paschall (Jeremy). He can 
be reached at bobbylgraham@
pclnet.net.
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Archaeology

Images of goddesses were common 
in the final years of Judah’s existence, 
and many scholars believe the most 
popular of these female deities to be 
Asherah. Yet, in her duty, Asherah often 
acted in tandem with her consort El, 
or with Ba’al, the god of fertility. It 
was these two that brought fertility to 
both land and animals in the form of 
Ba’al’s rains and Asherah’s reproductive 
agency. This was logical, because is 
that not how fertility worked to the 
human mind? In order to achieve all 
the divine activities and bring blessings 
on the land, male and female—master 
and consort—must work together, just 
as a man and woman must operate 
together to bring about human fertility. 

Indeed, the ancient world expected 
that the divine must have a consort, as 
nearly all gods did. To erring Israelites 
of Judah, archaeological evidence 
at the sites of Kuntillet ‘Ajrud and 
Khirbet el-Qôm indicate that this need 
for a wife extended to even Yahweh 
Himself. This particular evidence is in 
the form of dedicatory and blessing 
inscriptions concerning “Yahweh” and 
“His Asherah”—phrasing understood 
to indicate this goddess belonged to 
Yahweh.

Kuntillet ‘Ajrud
Kuntillet ‘Ajrud (pronounced 

koon-til-let aj-rood) is not currently 
identified with a Biblical site, but dates 

to the first half of the 
eighth century BC. It 
is located off of the 
main road leading from 
Judah to the Red Sea 
in the Negev, in the 
traditional territory of 
the Southern Kingdom 
of Judah. The nature of 
the finds indicates this 
may have been a site 
controlled, or at least 
heavily influenced, by 
the Northern Kingdom 
of Samaria. Despite the 
Samarian presence and 
rampant idolatry, many 
of the storage jars were 
dedicated in Jerusalem 
for the priests at 
Kuntillet ‘Ajrud.

Both pottery and walls at this site 
are covered in symbols of Asherah and 
inscriptions dedicated to Yahweh and 
His Asherah. Four inscriptions address 
the divine pair, including Pithos A, 
Inscription 3.1, which states “…I have 
[b]lessed you to YHWH of Shômrôn 
[Samaria] and to His asherah.” Another 
example written on the wall, Inscription 
4.1.1, reads “[…May] He lengthen 
their days and may they be sated […] 
recount to [Y]HWH of the Têmān and His 
asherah…”

Khirbet el-Qôm
Less well known than Kuntillet ‘Ajrud 

is Khirbet el-Qôm (Biblical Makkedah), 
also located within the traditional 
territory of Judah. Here, a series of 
Iron Age tombs dating to around 750 
BC were discovered. Inscription 3 from 
Tomb II mentions Yahweh’s Asherah 
three times, including the blessing 
statement: “Blessed be Uriyahu by 
Yahweh, for from his enemies by 
His asherah He has saved him.” This 
inscription is followed by a fertility 
symbol, the Bes hand.

Asherah and Yahweh in the 
Biblical Text

Despite any human efforts to marry 
off Yahweh, the prophetic texts indicate 
that Yahweh already considered 
Himself a husband. For, before the 
children of Israel had ever offered Him 
Asherah, such as in 2 Kings 21:7, the 
prophets describe a covenant made 
between Yahweh and the nation itself—
making the children of Israel His bride 

Who Was the Wife of Yahweh?
by Trent Dutton

Pithos A line depictions from Kuntillet Ajrud site report showing 
Asherah imagery.

In contrast with the sexualized Canaanite fertility cults, the “I AM” who revealed Himself at Horeb is a High and Holy God.
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and He her jealous husband. Even the 
language of Exodus 20:5 is structured, 
not as a God insisting merely on 
monotheism, but as a passionate 
husband insisting on fidelity from His 
covenant bride. He describes Himself 
as jealous for Israel, and refusing to 
countenance any competition for her 
affections. Thus, often the mention 
of idolatry in the Hebrew Bible is 
described, not in terms of theology 
or apostasy, but as adultery; and the 
prophets paint the acts of idolatry as 
the graphic infidelity of a virgin bride 
turned harlot (Ezek. 16:1-63; 23:2-9, cf. 
Hosea).

Yahweh makes clear that His is the 
patriarch of His people, poetically 
weaving in the tribal imagery that 
would have been familiar to the 
Israelites of the Divided Kingdom. 
Many have argued that, where there is 
a father, there must also be a mother. 
But in asserting His oneness and self-
sufficiency (Exod. 3:14; Ps. 50:9-12), 
Yahweh also affirms His oneness—He 
has no need of a consort or female 
creator to aid in His work (Isa. 45:21-

22), laying claim Himself as the one 
who gave birth to Israel (Deut. 32:18; 
Isa. 42:14).  

Such archaeological finds as these 
inscriptions pictorialize the idolatry 
of the nation of Israel, which appears 
in the Hebrew texts, symbolized by 
the leit motif of the adulterous wife 
of Yahweh Himself. If the inscriptions 
found at Kuntillet ‘Ajrud and Khirbet el-
Qôm truly represent Israel’s adoption 
of a divine marriage between Yahweh 
and Asherah, this illustrates the depths 
of Israel’s fall: in the course of her 
own adulterous relationship with the 
gods of the land, Israel had come to 
consider God Himself as turning from 
His covenant wife to a constructed 
goddess.  

Trent and Rebekah Dutton 
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The Preacher's Study

The Value and Danger of Skilled 
Speech
by Jesse Flowers

Every preacher by trade is a 
communicator. So naturally every man 
that preaches desires to communicate 
well and effectively. Of course, not all 
of us who preach regularly will be like 
Aaron, concerning whom God said, “I 
know that he can speak well” (Exod. 
4:14) or like Apollos, who is described 
as “an eloquent man” (Acts 18:24). 
And yet, it is only fitting that a teacher 
of God’s Word would want to do his 
absolute best in communicating the 
divine message of salvation to the 
saved and unsaved (1 Tim. 2:3-4). 

However, we must guard against the 
temptation of focusing more time and 
attention on how we say something 
than upon what we say. It is easy to 
get caught up in how we package and 
present the message more than the 
actual message itself. 

Certain dangers may be associated 
with skilled speech. In fact, a great deal 
is said in the Bible about such speech 
tactics employed by false teachers. For 
example, they speak “smooth things” 
(Isa. 30:10) and “smooth words” (Jer. 
12:6). Paul said, “by smooth words and 
flattering speech deceive the hearts of 
the simple” (Rom. 16:18); moreover, 
they seek to deceive with “persuasive 
words” (Col. 2:4). Peter warned, “by 
covetousness they will exploit you with 
deceptive words” (2 Pet. 2:3); again, 
they speak “great swelling words of 
emptiness” (2 Pet. 2:18). Jude concurs, 
saying, “they mouth great swelling 
words, flattering people to gain 
advantage” (Jude 16). 

Brethren do well to pay close 
attention to the way Paul described his 
conduct at Corinth when he preached 
the gospel among them. “And I, 
brethren, when I came to you, did not 
come with excellence of speech or of 
wisdom declaring to you the testimony 
of God. For I determined not to know 
anything among you except Jesus 
Christ and Him crucified. I was with 
you in weakness, in fear, and in much 
trembling. And my speech and my 
preaching were not with persuasive 
words of human wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power, that your faith should not be in 
the wisdom of men but in the power of 
God” (1 Cor. 2:1-5).

Notice, Paul made it a point to 
emphasize to the church in Corinth 
that he did not come to them with 
“excellence of speech” or with 
“persuasive words of human wisdom.” 
Why not? Paul was determined that 
the Corinthians put their faith in the 
power of God, i.e., the gospel of Christ 
(Rom. 1:16), and not in the wisdom of 
men. What is the focus of our preaching 
today—excellence of speech and 
persuasive words of human wisdom, or 
Jesus Christ and His gospel? 

Unsurprisingly, we find Paul 
expressing in essence the same thing 
when he wrote his first epistle to the 
church in Thessalonica: “…we were 
bold in our God to speak to you the 
gospel of God in much conflict. For our 
exhortation did not come from error or 
uncleanness, nor was it in deceit. But 

as we have been approved by God to 
be entrusted with the gospel, even so 
we speak, not as pleasing men, but God 
who tests our hearts. For neither at any 
time did we use flattering words, as you 
know, nor a cloak for covetousness—
God is witness. Nor did we seek glory 
from men, either from you or from 
others, when we might have made 
demands as apostles of Christ” (1 
Thess. 2:2-6).

Let us ensure that “our exhortation” 
does not come from error, uncleanness 
or deceit either; nor should we, at 
any time, use flattering words in our 
teaching and preaching. Our motive in 
preaching must never be to “seek glory 
from men” or to please men (Gal. 1:10). 
Like the apostle Paul, may we seek only 
to please God, the One who tests our 
hearts! 

Every gospel preacher must 
recognize and embrace his solemn 
duty “before God and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who will judge the living and 
the dead at His appearing and His 
kingdom: Preach the word! Be ready 
in season and out of season. Convince, 
rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering 
and teaching…be watchful in all things, 
endure afflictions, do the work of an 
evangelist, fulfill your ministry” (2 Tim. 
4:1-2, 5). 

Faithful evangelists must “give 
attention to reading, to exhortation, 
to doctrine” (1 Tim. 4:13). I’m afraid 
too many present-day preachers have 
given more attention to reading from 

Faithful evangelists will hone their communication skills, but avoid using the smooth and flattering speech associated with false 
teachers.
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the works of Max Lucado, Rick Warren, 
Chuck Swindol, N.T. Wright, or other 
influential figures in the religious 
world, rather than searching the 
Scriptures daily (Acts 17:11). A faithful 
evangelist must “study” to “present 
yourself approved to God, a worker 
who does not need to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 
Tim. 2:15). A faithful evangelist must 
“preach the word” (2 Tim. 4:2), not his 
personal thoughts or feelings, or those 
of another man. A faithful evangelist 
must “charge some that they teach no 
other doctrine” (1 Tim. 1:3) than the 
doctrine of Jesus Christ (2 John 9-11). 

Not only do gospel preachers have 
an important responsibility when 
it comes to recognizing the danger 
of skilled speech, but so do elders. 
Elders have been given the charge 
to “shepherd the flock of God which 
is among you” (1 Pet. 5:2). It is they 
who must watch out for our souls 
(Heb. 13:17) and protect us from all 
spiritual dangers. As Paul exhorted the 
Ephesian elders of old, local overseers 
today must “watch” and “remember” 
the warnings concerning the dangers 
of false teachers (Acts 20:31), from 
without and within, who will “rise up, 
speaking perverse things, to draw 
away the disciples after themselves” 
(Acts 20:30). Elders must seek out 
preachers who will stand in the pulpit 
and faithfully speak the oracles of God 
(1 Pet. 4:11), and who are not merely 
impressive, professional, entertaining 
speakers. 

Not only do preachers and elders 
have an important responsibility 
in guarding against the danger of 
skilled speech, but also saints in every 
congregation of God’s people. Members 
must be careful not to develop “itching 
ears” and slowly but surely “turn their 
ears away from the truth,” desiring 
a softer, more palatable message (2 
Tim. 4:3-4). Sadly, some members 
of the church are more interested in 
the length of the lesson, speaking 

ability and style of the minister, than 
the Scriptural content of the sermon. 
Tragically, too many brethren have 
reached the point where they no longer 
“endure sound doctrine” and prefer the 
skilled speech of weak, compromising, 
and erring preachers (cf. Isa. 30:10). Let 
every member of the Lord’s body desire 
and demand book, chapter, and verse 
preaching! 

All who preach would always do 
well to remember the warning of 
James. “My brethren, let not many of 
you become teachers, knowing that 
we shall receive a stricter judgment” 
(3:1). Well should we receive a stricter 
judgment! We are influencing people 
either towards an eternity in heaven or 
hell based on how and what we teach. 
As Paul said to Timothy: “Take heed to 
yourself and to the doctrine. Continue 
in them, for in doing this you will save 
both yourself and those who hear you” 
(1 Tim. 4:16). Every gospel preacher 
should desire to say, along with Paul, 
“that I am innocent of the blood of all 
men. For I have not shunned to declare 
to you the whole counsel of God” (Acts 
20:26-27). May the Lord bless each one 
of us with the strength, courage, and 
resolve to do just that!  
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The Preacher's Study

The Value and Danger of 
Commentaries
by Joe R. Price

The gospel preacher has a divine 
charge to “preach the word” (2 Tim. 
4:1-2). To do so, he must know the word 
of God, since he cannot preach what 
he does not know. He has an obligation 
to learn and live the Scriptures, for 
which he will be held accountable (1 
Tim. 4:6; 1 Cor. 9:16; James 3:1). Clearly, 
the preacher’s study of God’s word is 
crucial to doing his work effectively and 
with God’s approval (2 Tim. 2:15).

The apostle Paul taught the 
evangelist, Timothy, how to equip 
himself as a preacher, so that he could 
“instruct the brethren” as well as teach 
the lost (1 Tim. 4:6). Among other 
things, Timothy was urged to “give 
attention to reading, to exhortation, 
to doctrine” (1 Tim. 4:13). And, he was 
told to “meditate on these things; give 
yourself entirely to them, that your 
progress may be evident to all” (1 Tim. 
4:15). 

A preacher studies the Bible for 
his own spiritual development, as 
well as to equip himself to preach the 
doctrine of Christ fully and faithfully. 
Many study tools are available to assist 
in one’s study of the Scriptures. Bible 
commentaries are one such resource. 
Every Bible commentary must be 
assessed against the word of God. 
Does it respect the verbal inspiration 
of the Bible? Does the author use other 
Scriptures to support his conclusions 
upon a given text? What is the basic 
theology of the commentator? These 
are just some of the questions to ask 

when using such study aids. One can be 
led astray by the comments of Biblical 
and theological scholars. 

The Bible is the first and most 
important thing to learn. This seems 
obvious, yet Paul’s encouragement to 
Timothy to “give attention to reading” 
undoubtedly refers to the inspired text 
(1 Tim. 4:13; 2 Tim. 3:15-17). The best 
commentary on inspired Scripture is 
inspired Scripture itself. We do well to 
“heed the prophetic word” that has 
been confirmed to us, for it shines the 
divine light of truth in every dark place 
(2 Pet. 1:20-21). The hundreds of New 
Testament citations of Old Testament 
passages help unlock the “mystery of 
Christ, which in other generations was 
not made known to the sons of men, as 
it has now been revealed by the Spirit 
to His holy apostles and prophets” 
(Eph. 3:4-5). Allow the Scriptures to 
explain themselves. Then and only 
then, use commentaries to assist in 
increasing your understanding.

Bible commentaries are tools 
intended to give instruction on what 
the Biblical text means. There are 
limitations and dangers associated 
with using them. Let us briefly consider 
some of both.

Value
1) The different types of Bible 

commentaries add value to one’s study 
of the Scriptures. We should distinguish 
here between lexicons, concordances, 
word study reference books, and Bible 

commentaries. Commentaries actually 
expound upon the Biblical text, its 
background, context and meaning. Two 
major types of Bible commentaries 
are expository and exegetical. The first 
typically includes “teaching notes, 
outlines, illustrations and practical 
applications of the authors’ study 
and teaching” (Fairchild). The second 
is “more technical or academic in 
nature, concentrating on the original 
languages, context or grammar of the 
text” (Fairchild). The preacher needs 
to realize that his personal study 
preferences (for example, perhaps he 
loves to do in-depth word analysis) is 
not always equivalent to the present 
need of his audience. Use reference 
works and commentaries to help 
increase your understanding of God's 
word so that you may perform your 
primary task, which is to “reprove, 
rebuke and exhort” (2 Tim. 4:2-5).

2) A Bible commentary exposes 
the student to another person’s 
devoted study of God’s word. A Bible 
commentary typically reflects the 
author’s years of dedicated study and 
meditation upon some portion of God’s 
word. As one studies a passage of 
Scripture, reading how someone else 
has thought through that passage (with 
its implications, instruction, etc.) can 
be instructive and lend insight into its 
meaning and application. At the same 
time, this reminds us to search the 
Scriptures to see if those comments 
harmonize with God’s revelation (Acts 
17:11). 

Commentaries represent focused-thinking, and are often the result of years of intense study; yet, they must be measured against the 
Word of God.
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3) Commentaries can give us a 
perspective on things that cannot be 
learned from the Biblical text itself. 
For example, a commentary may 
include historical information about 
the time period and geographic 
location. It may provide insight into 
the cultural background of a given text 
or book of the Bible. Such information 
from commentaries broadens our 
understanding of the times, places and 
forces at work in the Biblical narrative.

4) Commentaries help inform and 
increase our knowledge of the Bible. 
Bible commentaries often provide us 
with additional passages of Scripture 
that enhance our understanding of 
the verse under consideration. For 
example, commentaries on Psalm 
110 will likely direct us to New 
Testament passages which show 
its Messianic fulfillment, enhancing 
one’s understanding of the text. 
Commentaries are at their best when 
they help us gain further knowledge 
and insight into how Scriptures relate 
to each other.

Dangers
1)The danger of going to Bible 

commentaries first. Conferring with 
the wisdom of men does not validate 
or authenticate the certainty of God’s 
word (1 Cor. 2:1-5; Gal. 1:6-17). In 
other words, truth is not truth because 
a Bible commentator said it is so. 
Inspired Scripture is our source book 
for personal spiritual growth as well as 
for the preacher’s sermon preparation. 
Using Bible commentaries and other 
resources is helpful, but they will never 
replace the Bible itself. We must not 
allow them to do so. As one man said, 
“Invest yourself in studying the Bible 
text itself first, and work towards using 
commentaries as a reference. It is a 
mistake to jump quickly to see what the 
‘expert’ says and build your teaching on 
that” (Brooke). Commentaries are not 
inspired; they can be wrong; therefore, 
we must “test the spirits, whether they 

are from God” by using the standard of 
apostolic revelation (1 John 4:1, 6).

2) Beware of the commentator’s 
biases. The theological biases of a 
commentator may well distort his 
comments. Calvinism is likely to 
permeate the commentary written 
by a Calvinist. The presumptions of 
Premillennialism will find their way into 
commentaries by its adherents. Those 
inexperienced in the Scriptures can 
be swayed to adopt the terminology 
and the false definitions presented 
in such works. This does not mean 
we should not use commentaries; 
biases will likely be found in them all. 
It means we should be careful to test 
a commentator against the Scriptures 
(Acts 17:11; John 5:39). Discernment is 
in order as we use Bible commentaries, 
or we will find ourselves drinking from 
“broken cisterns” (Phil. 1:9-11; Jer. 
2:13). A firm grasp of the Scriptures is 
needed to avoid being led into error by 
false definitions, erroneous concepts 
and philosophical approaches to 
God’s word (Col. 2:8, 2-3; 1 Tim. 4:1-
3). The faithful and sound words of 
Scripture take precedence over the 
“contradictions of what is falsely called 
knowledge” (2 Tim. 1:13; Titus 1:9; 1 
Tim. 6:20).

3) The danger of intellectual 
elitism. We glory in the Lord, not in 
intellectual prowess (1 Cor. 1:26-
31; 2:1-5). Commentaries represent 
biblical scholarship. Yet, not all 
scholarship is good; some is poor. 
Academic scholarship does not equate 
to Scriptural soundness. Indeed, such 
knowledge can lead to arrogance (1 
Cor. 8:1). Knowing what a commentary 
says does not make one fluent in 
the Scriptures. Some are tempted 
to put undue stock in men and their 
observations upon the Scriptures, 
so much so that if you disagree with 
commentator “so and so,” then you 
are diminished or discounted. That 
degree of trust in men is misplaced, 
endangering souls (Jer. 17:5-7).

4) The danger of relying on 
commentaries instead of a “thus saith 
the Lord.” Bible commentators do 
not establish truth; Jesus does (John 
14:6). His authority is revealed in His 
word, which men can understand 
and obey (Matt. 28:18-20; Heb. 1:1-2; 
Eph. 3:3-5; 5:17; James 1:21-25). Bible 
commentators are not our binding 
authority for whatever we do “in word 
or deed” (Col. 3:17). Only the inspired 
Scriptures fit that bill (2 Tim. 3:16-17).

Conclusion
All Bible commentaries are not 

created equal. Let us seek balance 
as we use them, giving preference 
to the divine word over the words of 
men. Diligent use of the Scriptures 
is paramount to handling God’s 
word accurately and being approved 
workmen in His sight (2 Tim. 2:15). 
We may aptly apply the following 
inspired comments to using Bible 
commentaries: “Do not quench the 
Spirit. Do not despise prophecies. 
Test all things; hold fast what is good. 
Abstain from every form of evil” (1 
Thess. 5:19-22).  
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The Preacher's Study

The Value and Danger of 
Technology
by Tim Matheny

“The specific which you have 
discovered is an aid not to memory, 
but to reminiscence, and you give 
your disciples not truth, but only 
the semblance of truth; they will be 
hearers of many things and will have 
learned nothing; they will appear 
to be omniscient and will generally 
know nothing; they will be tiresome 
company, having the show of wisdom 
without the reality.”

To what does this anti-technology 
rant refer? Google? Wikipedia? Actually, 
no. The quote is attributed by Plato to 
none other than Socrates himself, and 
it’s about writing. No, not writing on a 
laptop, just… writing.

I often go back to that quote to 
remind myself that we have always 
had warnings about the misuse of 
new technology, and those warnings 
have varying degrees of accuracy. Ten 
minutes or so on any social media 
platform will tell you that Socrates 
wasn’t completely wrong about writing 
instead of face-to-face interaction. On 
the other hand, I am very glad he was 
mostly wrong, because, as much as I 
appreciate all who are reading this, I 
would not have time to go to all of your 
houses and have this discussion! 

We live in a world constructed 
around the acquisition and 
communication of data, with 
unprecedented ease and freedom. 
Yet this leads to high stakes for 
communicators like the gospel 
preacher: both bold steps forward 

and frustrating missteps are visible, 
it seems, anywhere and everywhere 
on the planet. With that in mind, I 
would like to offer a brief assessment 
of strengths and dangers of today’s 
digital world for preachers, and then, if 
I might, make a few suggestions, that I 
pray will be of help.

The Positive Side
With a huge focus on the dangers 

of computer technology coming from 
brethren today, I think it’s important 
that we take a moment to observe the 
very positive effects that computers 
and worldwide communications 
technologies have brought to 
preachers and teachers of the Word. If 
we conclude that the preacher’s work is 

to know the Word, communicate it well, 
and use it to convict people of their 
need for salvation, it becomes readily 
apparent just how much God has 
blessed this generation of His people. 

First, in terms of learning the Word, 
we have free access to a wealth of tools 
that far outpace the capabilities of 
any library that a preacher could have 
assembled in the past, libraries that 
cost hundreds or thousands of dollars 
and required dedicated rooms. Word 
studies that used to take days can now 
be conducted in seconds, and without 
the need to use a numbering system 
just to navigate to the same word in a 
different reference. Even digital Bible 
study tools that we in the past would 
have loaded onto our computers 

We live in a remarkable age, where computers and the internet provide many benefits, but also pose distinct dangers.
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are available on the web for free. My 
personal favorite on the web is the 
free Blue Letter Bible (https://www.
blueletterbible.org) and on the iPad 
and iPhone, Mantis Bible Study (http://
mantisbible.com) But there are many 
inexpensive options out there, and 
that’s a good thing.

Second, we have tremendous 
opportunities to reach out to others. 
Preachers can, with nothing more than 
a smartphone, create a video every 
week to talk about the lessons for the 
week, or a new Bible class starting, or 
a “thought for the week.” Those videos 
can be shared via social media (one 
of the best uses of many social media 
platforms) or via a church website.

Third, we have the ability to 
augment our spoken words with visuals 
that can help our brethren to better 
understand the Scriptures we are 
teaching. Want to keep people focused 
on the Word? Put the passage up on 
a projection screen with presentation 
software, like PowerPoint, Keynote, 
Prezi, or Google Docs, and use the 
tools in those platforms to point out 
things the reader needs to observe in 
the text. Want to give users a sense 
of place? Free maps abound on the 
internet, and for a low cost, there are 
sensational maps drawn specifically 
for Bible students, like those at 
https://biblemaps.com , available 
in many formats including apps for 
many mobile devices. I’ve even used 
Google Earth to produce a 3D map 
that allowed me to show students 
how Joshua could have been using 
the topography around Ai to set up an 
effective ambush and victory.

The Negative Side
Of course, there are also areas of 

concern about which every preacher 
and teacher should be vigilant. In 
this regard, although we are often 
rightly concerned about the potential 
for immorality, I would like to focus 
on concerns that are specific to 

preachers in this article and leave those 
pertaining to all Christians to other 
writers. And there are plenty of those 
concerns that we can address.

For instance, it is very easy to “just 
Google it” and pick bits of “wisdom” 
from many others, rather than studying 
for oneself. The result can be preaching 
containing biblical error, or at the very 
least a very shallow understanding of 
God’s truth.

Second, there is the danger of 
distraction from the work of the Gospel. 
Social media, for instance, if allowed to, 
can swallow up your time on needless 
pursuits or embroil you in discussions 
that seldom “adorn the doctrine of 
God our Savior in every respect” (Titus 
2:10).

Third, we may actually harm our 
ability to effectively communicate 
God’s Word with poor use of 
presentation tools, either through 
unnecessary, distracting visuals, or 
by hindering the listener’s ability to 
process the visuals (poor contrast 
or color choices, or typefaces that 
are too small to be read all over the 
auditorium, etc.).

Suggestions
I have worked for a large technology 

company for many years now, and 
have to communicate using tools like 
these on almost a daily basis. More 
importantly, I have been using those 
tools to preach and teach the Word 
of God for many years. I would like to 
make a very few quick suggestions for 
preachers and their technology:

On the Web, look for tools, 
not books. There are plenty of 
commentaries out there. Some of them 
are very good, but none of them is the 
Word of God, and your commitment 
is to the Word, not to some human’s 
thoughts about it. Open your eyes to 
the Word itself! At the congregation I 
attend, we teach detailed observation 

of the Word (sometimes called 
“inductive” Bible study). There are so 
many great tools out there to help you 
unlock the text itself. Focus on them 
first.

Use social media and don’t let it 
use you. This one is more a matter 
of personal discipline than anything 
else. We need to consciously decide 
just what we want to accomplish with 
Facebook, Twitter, and the like – and 
focus on that. They can be servants for 
our outreach instead of masters of our 
time, but we must approach them with 
deliberate intent in order to control 
them (and ourselves).

Learn the tools with which you 
communicate. PowerPoint (just like 
all other presentation software) is a 
nasty beast unless you learn to tame 
it. There are rules for quality visual 
support. Learn them! Take a class, find 
an expert presenter in the congregation 
and pick his brain, or ask your children 
or grandchildren! Believe it or not, they 
actually teach presentation software 
in school now. But please, please take 
the time. Don’t distract from the Word; 
illuminate it! And always remember: 
your slides are not your presentation. 
Your delivery of the “Good News of 
God” is the presentation! The slides 
are just there to help the listener 
focus on the message. If they’re not 
accomplishing that purpose, it’s time to 
either learn how to use them better, or 
ditch them altogether.

May God richly bless your efforts to 
preach His Word.  

Although Tim has worked for 
one of the largest computer 
and electronics manufacturers 
for 28 years, and is passionate 
about technology, his first love 
is for the Lord and his family.  
He and his wife, Margaret, are 
members of the Brentwood 

congregation in Nashville, TN.  Their family includes 
sons Steven, Tyler, and Matthew, two wonderful 
daughters-in-law, Jenny and Alyssa, and the newest 
love of his life, granddaughter Elizabeth (Elle). He 
can be reached at matheny@gmail.com.

Tim Matheny
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The Value and Danger of Using 
Original Languages in Preaching
by Connie W. Adams

The Old Testament was written 
in the Hebrew except for sections in 
Ezra and Daniel, which were written 
in Aramaic . The New Testament was 
written in Koine Greek, a few Aramaic 
words and expressions are found there 
as well. Very few of us are familiar with 
these languages. 

Benefits
Thankfully, in the providence of God, 

we have good, reliable translations in 
English. We are indebted to men who 
have devoted their lives to studying 
the languages of the Bible. We have 
ample tools to assist in determining 
what words mean in these languages. 
We have various lexicons, such as 
Thayer, Arndt and Gingrich, Gesenius, 
Vicent’s Word Studies, Vine's Expository 
Dictionary, etc.  One can be a good 
student of the word of God even if he 
does not know a Greek letter from a 
chicken track.

It is helpful in studying various texts 
and in preaching, teaching or writing, 
to be able to explain what a word 
means in the original language. Yet, 
we must be careful not to leave people 
with the impression that, unless they 
have mastered Hebrew and Greek, they 
cannot understand the Bible.

Dangers
“The common people heard him 

gladly” (Mark 12:37). They not only 

heard him, they understood him. 
Paul said, “We use great plainness of 
speech” (2 Cor. 3:12). Paul also wrote 
“I thank my God, I speak with tongues 
more than ye all; yet in the church I 
had rather speak five words with my 
understanding, that by my voice I might 
teach others also, than ten thousand 
words in an unknown tongue” (1 Cor. 
14:18-19). This context concerned 
the use of spiritual gifts in the age of 
miracles, yet the principle of speaking 
so as to be understood is clear.

I had the privilege of studying Greek 
for two years in college, but that did 
not make me a Greek scholar. I have 
heard some brethren try to pronounce 
Greek words in preaching and make a 
poor job of it. Would it not be far better 
to simply say, “The original word here 
means…” and to say it in a language 
you can pronounce? 

Several years ago, a friend of 
mine who had begun preaching, but 
had not gone to college, was “trying 
out” at a congregation near the coal 
mining country. When he met with 
the elders to discuss the work, one of 
the elders (who happened to be the 
superintendent of county schools) 
asked him, “Do you know the Greek?” 
He sadly said, “No, I did not get to 
go to college and am dependent on 
word studies to help me.” That elder 
placed his hand under his chin and 
said, “Thank the Lord for that! We are 

plum up to here in the Greek.” The last 
preacher there had a year or two of 
New Testament Greek in college and 
he would write words on the board in 
Greek. The audience had no choice but 
to take his word for it.

Years ago, Foy E. Wallace gave 
preachers some good advice when he 
said, “Put it down where the calves 
can reach it.” For all you city slickers, 
this means that when you put out 
hay for the cows to eat, put it down 
where the little calves could get their 
part. A common complaint about 
some preachers is that the message 
is way over their heads. It is good to 
have a useful vocabulary, but if you 
have a choice between a big word not 
commonly used by your audience, and 
a smaller one which is understood, why 
not opt for the smaller one?

Here, I offer some unsolicited advice 
for writers in this and other venues. 
Please consider your audience. While 
there is a place for scholarly treatment 
which might help some preachers, 
you usually are not addressing a 
seminar of theologians when you 
present an article in this paper. If you 
want to help the circulation of the 
magazine, consider ordinary readers 
who spend 40-60 hours a week in a 
job and are not skilled in Hebrew and 
Greek. Sometimes articles become 
so technical and ponderous that they 

There is value in being able to accurately and effectively use original language tools; yet, misplaced emphasis may mask pride and 
perversity.
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have the effect of a sedative and put 
you right to sleep.

On the Other Hand
Growing Christians should be just 

that, growing Christians. We must 
advance beyond the milk of the word 
(1 Pet. 2:2). The Hebrew writer relates 
the priesthood of Christ to that of 
Melchisedec, but he said they were 
“dull of hearing” and had not advanced 
beyond first principles. In fact, they 
had not done too well with those. Then 
he said, “Everyone who useth milk is 
unskillful in the word of righteousness 
for he is a babe. But strong meat 
belongeth to them that are of full age, 
even those who by reason of use have 
their senses exercised to discern both 
good and evil” (Heb. 5:10-14). Some 
need milk for a while, but growth 
demands that they learn to eat meat. 
The Bible is a mix of both. Yet, even 
when we are dealing with meat, is it 
not the part of wisdom to break it down 
so that it is easy to absorb? Making the 
complex simple is a skill worthy of our 
best efforts.

I am thankful for those among us 
who have applied themselves to the 
study of the original languages of the 
Bible. Their efforts have contributed 
much to my understanding of the text 
of Scripture. But I am thankful as well 
for those who taught me the word of 
God, even when I was a young boy, in 
simple terms which were within my 
reach.

If we present ourselves as well 
informed in Hebrew or Greek, we will 
sooner or later be exposed. A few years 
ago a Jehovah’s Witness came to my 
study. I listened to his argument, which 
was sprinkled with references to the 
Greek. Finally I said, “You have referred 
to the Greek several times. Are you 
well versed in the Greek?” He assured 
me that he was. So I reached back to 
my Greek New Testament and handed 
it to him and asked him to read John 
3:16 from it. He turned it over and over, 

thumbed through it with a red face 
and admitted that he knew nothing of 
the Greek except what he had learned 
in their training sessions. So, let’s use 
what we know and not promise what 
we cannot deliver.  

Brother Connie Adams has 
preached since he was 15 
years old. He has done local 
work in several states, and 
for over forty years did full-
time gospel meeting work 
throughout this country and 
in several other countries. He 

still conducts meetings when invited and serves 
as one of the elders of the Hebron Lane church 
in the Louisville, KY area.  He can be reached at 
conniewadams@twc.com
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Candid and penetrating, the author 
writes in the context of a historical 
period that many fail to grasp. 
While professional historians seek 
to capture the 20th century among 
churches of Christ from an academic 
perspective, Adams offers on-the-
ground insight of one who came of 
age during the last half-century. His 
treatment of the attitudes and issues 
of the 1950’s and 1960’s may be one 
of the plainest yet. 
—Wilson Adams

Connie Adams’ reminisces of more 
than sixty years working for the Lord 
will be difficult to put down once 
you begin reading. While it recounts 
the joys and struggles of its author, 
it encourages zeal for preaching the 
gospel and kindles a stronger desire 
among the faithful to stand up for 
the cause we love. 
—Colly G. Caldwell
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The Value and Danger of Private 
Counselling
by Art Adams

Jesus is our counsellor and He is 
wonderful (Isa. 9:6), offering guidance 
through His word – the Bible. Since 
God’s word provides “all things that 
pertain to life and godliness,” then 
this is where true counselling wisdom 
begins (2 Pet. 1:3). Issues of counseling 
involve applying Biblical truths to life 
experiences. This is where the role of 
the counsellor as confidant and wise 
advisor come in. Counselling can be 
helpful, but it can be damaging when 
diabolical advice is given and received 
by vulnerable people. Such was the 
advice of Jonadab to Amnon, and, 
when followed, it resulted in the rape 
of his sister and his own death (2 Sam. 
13:3-5). The advisor must be extremely 
careful of his or her words because 
such have the power to help, to heal, to 
distort and to destroy.

Those seeking counsel are 
usually very vulnerable and open to 
suggestions. Accordingly, the advisor 
must first be grounded and solid in his/
her own thinking. Perhaps this is part of 
teachers receiving a heavier judgment 
(James 3:1). By our words we will be 
justified and by our words condemned 
(Matt. 12:37). In helping others, let 
the counselor remember the power of 
words to heal and to destroy.

Not everyone should counsel. 
Those who do so must stay within 
their own scope of knowledge, and 
not try to be something they are not, 

or something that others expect them 
to be. It is okay to say, “This is beyond 
my scope of knowledge.” There is no 
shame in admitting such, but there 
can be shame (and great damage 
done) when we foolishly speak in 
areas wherein we are ignorant (2 Pet. 
2:12). A chief rule of counselling is “Do 
no harm.” If something is beyond our 
ability, wisdom is seen in referring an 
individual to someone who can provide 
the needed help (John 1:39).

As a professional, licensed 
counsellor, each year I am required to 
take a full days' (8 hours) training on 
counselling ethics. The purpose behind 
this is to keep counsellors mindful and 
current on the dangers and dilemmas 
of counseling others. These same 
seminars are available to “clergy” and 
others, and I recommend attendance at 
these. PESI, a non-profit organization, 
offers a variety of these sessions 
nationwide (https://www.pesi.com/).

Discussion about counselling often 
focuses on how a given situation 
“might look,” and being careful not 
to be alone with the opposite gender 
when counseling. Advisors need to 
be cognizant of potential dangers. 
However, folks who seek counsel do 
not come to the counselor for sex. 
They come for help. There are some 
charlatan counsellors, and some 
exploit counselling situations. It is our 

ethical duty to expose and cull out 
these culprits by reporting them. 

The counsellor’s Code of Ethics 
requires that he/she should not 
participate in, condone, or be 
associated with dishonesty, fraud, 
deceit, or misrepresentation. This 
includes not being manipulative 
nor engage in secretive, hidden, or 
disguised actions. Secrets can make us 
sick, and also keep our counselee sick.

Unless an advisor is trained and 
licensed in a counselling discipline, 
I strongly recommend he know his 
limits and stay within them. So, for 
the preacher or shepherd or advisor, 
I ask, "What is the scope or boundary 
of your training?" As a preacher (which 
I am, also), I would say the boundary 
is the limits of the word of God, when 
someone comes to me about a spiritual 
problem. So, my role as a preacher 
or church leader is to give knowledge 
of the Scriptures as they apply to the 
person’s situation and to help the 
person with options on how to apply 
God’s word in their situation. As a 
licensed counselor, I can go deeper 
into techniques and probe the impacts 
of past experiences or traumas. I 
can help clients connect the dots to 
multiple layers of issues supporting the 
presenting problem. Yet, as a preacher, 
my scope of care is limited to the 
Scriptures. Congregations do a great 
disservice by expecting preachers, 

Our Lord studied with others in public and in private; yet, one-on-one counselling requires circumspection. 
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elders, or leaders to operate outside 
their areas of expertise – becoming 
problem solvers, marriage counselors, 
mental health experts, and more. Stay 
in your lane!

Two root causes create ethical 
dilemmas in counselling: competing 
values and competing loyalties: (1) 
A person tells you something “in 
confidence” and you agree not to tell, 
but their spouse and/or the elders need 
to know; now you have put yourself 
in a box. Be aware and never do that. 
Set boundaries at the first of the 
session. Let the person know you will 
be sharing what is said with the other 
leaders in the interest of their soul. 
Explain the confidential relationship 
to them. (2) Counsellors should resist 
the tendency to take sides or show 
preferential treatment. Counselling 
requires a neutral party – that is you, 
the counselor. Do not become a double 
agent carrying the story to the other 
person. While sorting through the facts, 
use critical thinking skills and beware 
of hasty judgment. For instance, a 
husband is caught with pornography. It 
is easy to “jump on him,” but hold off, 
and get the rest of the story. Perhaps 
his wife has been withholding sexual 
relations for months or years. Does that 
change the picture? Neither is right. 
Both issues need attention. Instead of 
acting upon partial information, ask, 
“Is there more to the story?”

Dual roles – Counseling roles in the 
church meet with blurred boundaries 
more than any other profession. 
Christians often get together, visit each 
other’s homes, jointly attend social 
functions, etc. Because we know each 
other, counselling without bias is made 
difficult. Remember which hat you are 
wearing when you counsel. 

Touching – Some question the 
ethical propriety of touching, believing 
that such behavior is a first step that 
will inevitably lead to full sexual 
relations; others reject this assumption. 

However, touching and hugging do not 
have the same meaning to everyone. 
Knowing that 25% of females and 20% 
of males have been sexually molested 
by age 18, touching may have a 
different meaning for one who offers 
counsel vs. one who seeks counsel. Be 
careful that a hug does not become 
a feel or an invitation. Establish your 
policy about hugging or touching at the 
start of the sessions. In short, don’t be 
hugging on the sisters.

Environment of Care – Counselling 
manuals tell me how to arrange my 
office for discretion. My desk should 
be positioned so the client and I both 
have equal access to the door. No one 
should feel trapped in your office. Risk 
management companies say I need a 
window in my door so those passing 
by can see that nothing untoward 
is occurring. Such policies also say 
a therapist should not be alone in 
a building with a client. If a client is 
“provocative,” I should leave my door 
partially open. Preachers and others 
should follow similar standards. Many 
have fallen because they did not 
manifest wisdom, and thus allowed 
things to go too far.

Enmeshment – Counselling is 
usually situational and involves limited 
episodes. Beware of the member who 
always needs to meet for counselling. 
This should be a red flag. Some 
dependent personalities want us to do 
their thinking for them. But, if they do 
what we told them to do and it does 
not work then who is the “bad guy” and 
who has the liability in a law suit? It is 
better to help folks see what God says, 
consider their options, choose one or 
more, try it for a few days, and then 
perhaps return. It is unhealthy when a 
member cannot think without calling 
us – this is dependent and pathological 
thinking. Refer them for deeper help, is 
my general advice. 

Gender difference – Special ethical 
concerns arise when the client is a 

woman and the counsellor a man. 
There may be a danger that the 
husband/wife, dominant/subordinate 
relationship will be duplicated with 
disastrous results. Be aware and keep 
boundaries clean. Recognize that the 
consequences of family breakup and/
or single parenthood are usually more 
serious for the woman than the man. 
These may include loss of social role, 
loss of status, income reduction, and 
additional child-rearing burdens. 
Many women feel a greater pressure to 
resolve family problems, because they 
do not have viable alternate roles or 
support networks outside the family. 
They have more at stake, and may, 
therefore, be willing to risk more to 
maintain the relationship, or “give in” 
when the issues have not really been 
resolved.

Transference and 
Countertransference – Counseling 
situations are one-sided. The 
counselor is there to hear what the 
member has to say. However, when 
a counselor communicates his/her 
most intimate thoughts, feelings, 
beliefs, or behaviors to a member in 
this setting, the counselor has crossed 
a professional boundary. This is how 
unhealthy relationships get started. On 
the counselee’s part, transference can 
happen. That is, the member begins 
viewing the counselor as oppressor, 
hero, father, lover, rescuer, or savior. 
Counter-transference is when the 
counselor reciprocates these feelings to 
the member as punisher, parent/child, 
lover, rescuer or hero. The relationship 
is now unhealthy; afterwards, neither 
can forget the other. Rescuing the 
victim and thinking, “Their life is 
better because I am in it,” may become 
an obsession. When the counselor 
becomes too enmeshed with the 
member, he/she is no longer part of 
the solution, but a part of the problem. 
Beware! Talk to your own confidant 
and sort out those feelings before 
meeting with the member again. 
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Reporting – State laws require 
mandatory reporting of certain 
situations. These laws are usually 
worded that when you “have reason 
to believe” you must report. These 
apply in suspected child abuse or 
neglect, threats of homicide and/or 
suicide, elderly abuse and perhaps 
more depending on the state. A case in 
point was in 1976 (Tarasoff v. Regents 
of the University of California). In 
session, a client told the counsellor of 
his desire to kill a person. Afterwards, 
the client acted as he had said, and 
committed murder. The courts filed 
against the counselor under “duty 
to warn” and won. If the counsellor 
knows of an intended victim, he/she 
is required to notify the police and/or 
others likely to apprise the victim of 
the danger and to take whatever other 
steps are reasonably necessary under 

the circumstances. This law applies to 
church counsellors as well.

Finally, those offering counsel 
in church settings usually deal with 
personal dilemmas, parent/child 
issues, or marital conflict. These can 
be intense. Outside counsellors are 
sometimes a better choice. When do 
you need to refer? To whom and where 
do you refer? How quickly can people 
get in to see a therapist or doctor? 
These questions need to be answered 
before you get into a dangerous 
situation. There are different levels of 
care; often folks need more than a few 
one-hour sessions. When people are a 
danger to themselves and/or others, 
or gravely disabled (psychotic), they 
need inpatient hospitalization. Contact 
the agency to which you refer and help 
the member get an assessment of the 

severity of their issues so an intensity of 
services level can be established. 

Brethren need our help. Let us be 
wise in what we say, how we offer help, 
and in knowing our limits. If you need 
my advice or assistance, please contact 
me at http://www.leavingthepit.com/.  

Art is a gospel preacher, 
licensed clinical social worker, 
and licensed clinical addiction 
counselor. He has been with 
the Plymouth, IN congregation 
for 22 years and conducts 
weekend meetings around 
the country with a Biblical 

perspective on addiction and mental health topics. 
He can be reached at artadams3049@yahoo.com.
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The work ethic of Jesus is 
nothing short of amazing. He was an 
indefatigable worker (Matt. 4:23-25; 
9:35-38; Mark 10:1; 6:31). There is 
nothing miraculous about this truth, 
and it cannot be explained away by 
His Divine nature. He was a man, living 
and working as a man, experiencing 
the same muscle aches and strains as 
do we. He was motivated by a single 
driving force: “My food is to do the will 
of Him who sent Me and to accomplish 
His work” (John 4:35). Further, there 
was for Jesus, just as there should 
be for us, an added sense of urgency 
about the work He was placed on the 
earth to do: “We must work the works 
of Him who sent Me as long as it is day, 
night is coming when no one can work” 
(John 9:4).

I want to believe, while we would 
not dare put ourselves in a class with 
Jesus, that most preachers of the 
ancient faith have a similar work ethic. 
Most have the same motivation. Most 
feel the same sense of urgency, and 
most I know do.

The beginning of a good work ethic 
for any effective preacher is the time 
he puts into the study of the Word of 
God. Beyond the obvious responsibility 
to carry the message of the cross to 
the lost, it is the duty of every faithful 
gospel preacher to equip the saints 
to serve (Eph. 4:11-12). This includes 
bringing people to a level of spiritual 

maturity through teaching (Eph. 4:14-
16; Heb. 5:12-6:1). Stated succinctly, 
you cannot teach what you do not 
know. Therefore, in order to know what 
you want and need to teach, blocks 
of time must be set aside for study, 
meditation, and prayer. 

Priorities
Teaching the gospel of Jesus is the 

first responsibility of the preacher, 
but it is not his only responsibility. A 
preacher has the same responsibility 
as any other Christian to visit the sick 
(Matt. 25:34-46) and to exercise his 
duties toward his family (1 Cor. 9:4; 
Eph. 5:2-31; 6:4). It is his responsibility 
to “admonish the unruly, encourage 
the faint-hearted, (and) help the weak” 
while learning to be “patient with 
everyone” (1 Thess. 5:14), and all of this 
means time with people. There is even 
the need, at times, to “Come away by 
yourselves to a secluded place and rest 
for a while” (Mark 6:31). 

This being true, reasonable and 
balanced priorities must be established 
regarding your schedule. If you spend 
too much time in a “secluded place” 
(read “golf course” or “duck blind” 
here), your study will suffer. Recreation 
with your family is good, wholesome, 
and needed, but too much time devoted 
to the baseball or soccer field can take 
away from both study and work—and 
the people who listen to you will be 

able to tell whether you’ve spent 
enough time in your preparation. All of 
this is to say that a preacher must be 
conscious of his time and whether or 
not he is using it effectively.

Forty years ago, a beloved sister in 
Christ who realized I was struggling 
with time management presented me 
with a “Day-Timer” calendar to track 
for myself how I utilized my time. In 
doing so, she was kind to explain that 
this was for no one else’s benefit but 
mine (even though I was under heavy 
criticism at the time, and I was later 
to see that criticism was with some 
justification). It was a priceless gift, 
because it opened my eyes to how 
ineffectively I was using my time. I 
recommend to any young preacher that 
you keep a written or digital record of 
how you spend your time. It will be eye-
opening to you also, help you to use 
your time more effectively, and keep 
you from making some of the same 
mistakes that I made.

Distractions
Of course, the enemy of a good work 

ethic is distraction. Jesus talked about 
the “thorns” of life which choke out 
and hinder good seed from producing 
fruit (Luke 8:8, 14). Not everything 
that eventually becomes a “thorn” is 
necessarily anything wrong of itself. 
There is nothing wrong with some 
forms of pleasure, but any form of 

The Value and Danger of 
Distractions
by Jim Deason

Recognizing the need for relaxation, Jesus said to the disciples, “Come apart and rest awhile;” yet, we must redeem the time.
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pleasure can become a distraction if 
allowed to do so. A man is charged by 
God with making a living and providing 
for his family (Eph. 4:28; 1 Tim. 5:8), 
but all of us know people who have 
allowed their chosen field of labor to 
choke out righteousness and become 
a thorn. 

Preachers face these challenges like 
anyone else. So, for the most part, it 
becomes a matter of self-discipline and 
learning to balance the things of life. 
Let me offer a few illustrations that, 
though not exclusive necessarily to 
the work of preaching, certainly have 
application to those of us who preach:

Computers. With the advent of 
the digital world, computers have 
automated Bible study. Resources that 
once took hours to comb manually can 
now be searched in seconds—all of 
them, at the same time—providing you 
with exactly the specifics for which you 
were searching. Logos Bible Software 
is incredibly helpful in my study. At the 
same time, this same software can be 
distracting if I allow myself to forget the 
task at hand and go “chasing rabbits.” 
Also, the same computer loaded 
with Logos has an internet browser 
with which I can check the latest on 
Alabama football, or browse anything 
of passing interest. O, how easy it 
is to be distracted! Self-discipline is 
essential.

Place of study. Though I have a study 
at home, my main place to study is in 
my office at the church building. I have 
vacillated betwixt the two regarding 
which is best. If I study at home, my 
lovely wife is apt to interrupt my 
sermon preparation by asking me 
to take out the garbage (I just threw 
you under the bus, honey!). This is 
further complicated with children in 
the home. If I study at the building 
my office seems to have a revolving 
door of people and phone calls (and, 
honestly, I wouldn’t have it any other 
way). But none of this helps a lot when 

I am trying to finish that sermon on 
Calvinism! My solution to this challenge 
is early morning study, in my office at 
the church building, and before all of 
the hustle-and-bustle starts. My rule of 
thumb is to try to get most of my study 
completed before 10:00 in the morning. 
After 10:00 AM everything that gets 
done is usually in “bits and snatches.”

The goal in all of this is to spend 
sufficient time in quality study for the 
purpose of effectively preaching the 
gospel. Distraction is the enemy of both 
effective study and a good work ethic.

A Final Word
Paul told Timothy to “do the work 

of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry” 
(2 Tim. 4:5). Though some of us are 
fully supported to preach the gospel, 
preaching is not a profession nor do I 
believe it should ever be so considered. 
It is a work that demands the best 
of our time, efforts, and resources. 
Blessed are we who have loving 
brethren to free us of the burden of 
secular labor so that we can do that 
which we love the most—preach the 
gospel. The trust these brethren have in 
us should never be violated by a poor 
work ethic, nor by allowing distractions 
to lessen our effectiveness.  

Jim Deason
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South Cullman church of Christ in 
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address is jhdeason@gmail.com.  
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In 1967, I started full-time preaching 
when I was twenty years old. I wanted 
to preach nothing but the gospel. I 
thought that there was no use in me 
preaching subjects related to “what 
must I do to be saved” because we had 
been thoroughly schooled in those 
subjects. I thought our members had 
heard about the identifying marks 
of the New Testament church so 
frequently that I didn’t need to be 
preaching about that either. On one 
occasion, I even complained that I was 
having to teach a Bible class on one of 
the gospels because I wanted to study 
some of the letters of Paul. How green 
and naive could one be? 

I was fortunate to have my brother 
Cecil living nearby to direct and 
guide my studies and to look over my 
sermons. He insisted that I preach on 
first principles and, to my surprise, 
I learned that I didn’t know nearly 
so much about those subjects as I 
thought I did. I preached through Roy 
E. Cogdill’s New Testament Church (and 
read other books on the same subject, 
such as Leroy Brownlow’s Why I Am a 
Member of the Church of Christ), began 
reading sermons from various other 
restoration preachers, and read the 
periodicals under his guidance as well. 
And, to my surprise, the members told 
me that it had been a long time since 
they heard sermons on those subjects 
and how much help the lessons were to 
them. During those years, we baptized 

more people than at any other time of 
my life and, as time passed, I became 
grounded in these first principles.

I doubt that I was the first or only 
young preacher who was tempted to 
preach something new to his audience.

The Value of Newness
In the Old Testament, as Solomon 

spoke of how the world operates and 
the nature of human activities, he said 
there is nothing new under the sun 
(Eccl. 1:9-10). Yet, even the Scriptures 
speak of “new” things. Doing a quick 
word search, one can read of the Lord’s 
new covenant with the house of Israel 
(Isa. 43:19; Jer. 31:31-34) which brought 
in such a change that it could only 
be compared to a “ new heavens and 
earth” (Isa. 65:17; 66:22). The doctrine 
which Jesus introduced was described 
as new doctrine (Mark 1:27; Acts 17:29, 
21); those converted became a new 
man (2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 6:15; Eph. 2:15; 
4:24; Col. 3:10) and entered through 
a new and living way (Heb. 10:20). So 
there is room for some legitimate “new” 
things in the gospel.

The Psalmists spoke of a new song 
(Ps. 33:3; 40:3; 96:1; 98:1; 144:9; 149:1; 
Isa. 42:10). The idea of a new song, 
according to J.J. Stewart Perowne 
is “one which springs freshly from a 
thankful and rejoicing heart – one 
which seeks to put an old theme in a 
new light” (The Psalms, I: 266). 

Jeremiah also spoke of the ever 
continuing mercies of the Lord: 
"Through the LORD'S mercies we 
are not consumed, because His 
compassions fail not. They are 
new every morning; Great is Your 
faithfulness” (Lam.3:22-23).

We appreciate the new songs that 
are being written to praise God, even 
though we continue to enjoy so many of 
the old ones. Our worship is sometimes 
stimulated by a new song, or a new-to-
me verse of an old song, or a new song 
newly revived. 

In the Lord’s covenant, every person 
has to build his faith for himself. Every 
individual must learn to search the 
Scriptures (Acts 17:11) for himself. I 
have been impressed by men who 
discovered in the Scriptures some 
things that I had previously missed. 
Their studies enlightened my own 
understanding. Every person must 
prove all things and hold fast that 
which is good (1 Thess. 5:21). Listening 
to and examining things that have 
been taught by his seniors, the growing 
Christian will discover that some of 
the things passed down are human 
traditions, which upon examination, 
may have lost their value to a new 
generation.

The is a danger to ruts. Vance 
Havner said that a rut is just a grave 
with both ends kicked out. We can 
overreact to changes associated with 

The Value and Danger of 
Newness
by Mike Willis

The Preacher's Study

Gospel preaching should be compelling and fresh, but we must not become obsessed with telling or hearing something new.
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our congregational experiences. A 
congregation can be upset by someone 
painting the walls a different color, 
having an opening prayer immediately 
following the announcements instead 
of its traditional place (between the 
second and third song), moving the 
times of the worship service, having 
only one worship assembly on Lord’s 
day, changing from a spring and fall 
meeting to week-end meetings, making 
the announcements at the end of 
worship instead of the beginning, etc. 
When one of our song leaders led three 
verses of the selected hymn before the 
Lord’s Supper and then the last verse 
after the Lord’s Supper, one member 
thought we were going liberal. We can 
get caught in ruts.

The fact of the matter is that we 
must constantly examine ourselves 
to be sure that we are using the most 
productive means of communicating 
the gospel to our own generation. This 
might require changing some things 
from the way our fathers did it to how 
we preach today. Jesus concluded one 
of His parables saying, “The children of 
this world are in their generation wiser 
than the children of light” (Luke 16:8).

Especially is this true with reference 
to changes in technology. Undoubtedly, 
the invention of the printing press 
by Johannes Gutenberg (ca. 1440) 
changed everything for the fifteenth 
century. In addition to leaving some 
scribes unemployed who were forced to 
start new occupations late in their lives, 
the printing press made it possible for 
critics of the Roman Catholic Church 
to disseminate their objections to the 
Papacy in ways previously unimagined. 
The use of radio, in its time, changed 
things and, in my generation, the use 
of a call-in radio program was very 
effective. We are stunned by how the 
digital revolution has changed how 
people communicate and are thankful 
for those who are becoming quite 
efficient in using it to spread the gospel.

And, there have also been changes 
in the social context of America. The 
kind of preaching that was acceptable 
in the 1940s and 1950s explicitly 
contrasted the false doctrines of 
the denominations and the New 
Testament. Men such as W. Curtis Porter 
were quite popular because of their 
effective debating. In the late 20th 
century, our culture had changed to the 
point that debates are not appreciated 
and are rarely conducted. Those who 
are effective debaters are not nearly 
so appreciated in the 21st century as 
they had been in the 19-20th centuries. 
One must be as wise as a serpent and 
harmless as a dove in trying to faithfully 
present the gospel to one’s own 
generation (Matt. 10:16).

The Danger of Newness
The Bible also makes us aware of 

the danger of new things. Scripture 
warned those who began to worship 
new gods (Deut. 32:17; Judg. 5:8). The 
new cart that had been prepared for 
transporting the ark of the covenant 
resulted in the immediate destruction 
of Uzzah (2 Sam. 6:3). In one of His 
parables, Jesus warned of the danger 
of using a new cloth to patch an old 
garment, obviously cautioning against 
combining the elements of the old and 
new covenants or combining human 
traditions with the new covenant (Matt. 
9:16).

The appeal for the new may appeal 
to one’s human pride. Second-century 
Gnostics thought that they could reach 
salvation through esoteric knowledge. 
There are some who think they 
have found something in the Lord’s 
revelation that few, if any, have ever 
discovered. This is especially true with 
reference to various eschatological 
events. Some have discovered a “new” 
doctrine that teaches that the second 
coming and judgment occurred in 
A.D. 70 and that, therefore, there is no 
scriptural promise of the Lord’s future 
coming, the resurrection of the body, 

and heaven and hell. Others have 
“discovered” that there is no “going to 
heaven” because heaven will be here 
on this earth, which will be rejuvenated 
at the Lord’s coming. The “I-know-
something-you-don’t-know” is a tool of 
Satan that appeals to the intellectual 
pride of life. It is a danger to Bible faith.

Conclusion
May God grant us the wisdom to 

avoid falling into ruts that equate 
human traditions with divine revelation 
and to avoid rejecting all of the proven 
judgments of our elders because of our 
desire to be different.   

Sources
Perowne, J. J. Stewart (John James 
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ALASKA
ANCHORAGE
Rose Street church of Christ
3124 Rose Street
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: David Webb (907) 350-8358

ALABAMA
BIRMINGHAM
Pine Lane church of Christ
3955 Pine Lane Bessemer, AL
(N. side of Exit #6 at I459)
Bible Study 9:15 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: David Deason (205)  425-2352

BIRMINGHAM
Vestavia Hills church of Christ 
2325 Old Columbiana Rd. (near I-65 & Hwy. 31)
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelists: David Banning and Doy Moyer 
(205) 822-0018 or 822-0082

FLORENCE
College View church of Christ
851 N. Pine St. (Next to University Campus)
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:15 A.M., 
Evening  5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Kenny Moorer (256) 766-0403

HUNTSVILLE
Chapman Acres church of Christ
2137 Penhall Dr., NE (I-565, Exit 21, right on 
Maysville Road left  on Chapman Avenue,
right on Penhall Drive)
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Isaac Muñoz, www.chapmanacres.org

MOBILE
West Mobile church of Christ
129 Hillcrest Road
Worship 9-9:30 A.M., Bible Study 9:30-10:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30-11:30 A.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(251) 342-4144 or 342-2041
Ken Sils - Minister (765) 307-8048

MONTGOMERY
Eastbrook church of Christ
650 Coliseum Blvd.
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Wednesday 6 P.M.
Contacts: Brian Moore: (334) 279-1077
Charles Martin: (334) 283-2983 

PARRISH
McArthur Heights
church of Christ, 5082 Hwy. 269
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 6:30 P.M.
(205) 686-5978 or 686-5620

SCOTTSBORO
Eastside church of Christ
John T. Reid Pkwy., (Hwy. 72, 2 mi. E. of Hwy. 35)
Worship 9 A.M., Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 P.M., Wednesday Summer 7 P.M.
Wednesday Winter 6 P.M.
Evangelist: Aaron Andrews
(256) 574-1603 or 575-2664

ARKANSAS
CONWAY
Hwy. 65 church of Christ
271 Highway 65N
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Bruce Reeves, Bldg: (501) 336-0052

CONWAY
Eastside church of Christ 
1540 E. Oak Street 72302
Sunday Bible Classes 9:30 A.M. 
Sunday Worship 10:30 A.M. 
Sunday Worship 6 P.M., 
Wednesday Bible Classes 7 P.M. 
www.conwaychurchofchrist.org

CONWAY
Prince Street church of Christ
2655 Prince St., (Hwy. 60)
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(501) 339-6917

FORT SMITH
South 46th St. church of Christ
2323 South 46th Street
Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: John Hagenbuch
Bldg: (479) 782-0588

HARRISON
Capps Rd. Church of Christ
407 Bella Vista Dr.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:15 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Norman E. Sewell
www.cappsroad.org
870-741-9104 or 870-741-5151

JACKSONVILLE
church of Christ
1807 McArthur Drive
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(501) 982-6413 - church bldg
(501) 533-8801 - Jason Lankford
www.mcarthurdrcoc.com

JONESBORO
StoneRidge church of Christ
514 Airport Road
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Dick Blackford (870) 933-9134
rlb612@aol.com

LITTLE ROCK
church of Christ
7115 West 65th Street
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M.,  Wednesday 7 P.M. 
Evangelist: Don McClain, Res. (501) 847-6677
Study (501) 568-1062

MARVELL
Marvell church of Christ
Highway 49 • Marvell, AR 72366
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening  5 P,M., Wednesday  6 P.M.
(870) 714-1452 or (870) 338-1833

PINE BLUFF
Highway 79 South church of Christ
4341 S Camden Road
Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Clarence W. Sell (870) 879-2097

POCAHONTAS
Westside church of Christ
3644 Hwy 90 West • P.O. Box 43
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 9:45 A.M.
Afternoon 1 P.M., Wednesday 6:30 P.M.

TEXARKANA
church of Christ
2301 Franklin Drive
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:15 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Rick Boswell  

ARIZONA
GLENDALE
church of Christ
6801 N. 60th Avenue
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 9:40 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Chance Ruffino

TUCSON
church of Christ
145 N. Country Club Road
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Hugh Delong
(520) 326-3634 or 722-3179

CALIFORNIA
BELLFLOWER
Rose Ave. church of Christ
17903 Ibbetson Ave.
Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:50 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(562) 866-5615, http://www.roseavenue.org

CANOGA PARK
(San Fernando Valley)
church of Christ
7054 Winnetka Ave.
Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:45 A.M.
Afternoon 2:30 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Minister: Bruce Evans (818) 795-5566
Spanish congregation (818) 701-0112

FOLSOM
church of Christ
900 E. Natomas St. • P.O. Box 492
Sunday Bible Study 9:30 A.M., 
Sunday Worship 10:30 A.M., 
Sunday Bible Study 4 P.M., 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: David Posey
(530) 676-9514 or (916) 608-4866
www.folsomchurch.com

LONG BEACH
church of Christ
3433 Studebaker Road
Bible Study  9:50 A.M., Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
JP Flores (562) 420-2363 
Mark Reeves (562) 377-1674
www.JustChristians.org

OCEANSIDE-VISTA
church of Christ
2020 Sunset Dr.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(760) 940-8003

COLORADO
GRAND JUNCTION
church of Christ Western Slope
 2923 North Ave., Unit 3
Grand Junction, CO 81504
Worship 10:30 A.M., Evening 5 P.M.
Wednesday Bible Study 6 P.M.
www.churchofchristwesternslope.com

LOVELAND
Poudre Valley church of Christ
4202 North Garfield Avenue
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Afternoon 1:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Richard Thetford (970) 667-0469
www.poudrevalleychurchofchrist.org

MONTROSE
San Juan church of Christ
1414 Hawk Parkway, Unit C
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 1:30 P.M., (970) 249-8116

DELAWARE
MILTON
Lighthouse church of Christ
14574 Coastal Hwy. Rt. 1
Worship 9:30 A.M., Sunday School 10:45 A.M.
Wednesday 7 P.M., (302) 644-7379

FLORIDA
DESTIN
South Walton church of Christ
64 Casting Lake Road
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(850) 622-3817
www.southwaltonchurchofchrist.com

FORT LAUDERDALE
Northside church of Christ
912 NW 19th St.
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(954) 763-1404

FORT MYERS
Southside church of Christ
13641 Learning Court
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: David P. Schmidt
(239) 433-2838 or 482-2158

FROSTPROOF
Frostprooof church of Christ
40 W. “A” St., Frostproof, FL 33483
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday 7 P.M., (863) 635-2607 or 635-4278

GENEVA
church of Christ
Ave. C and 2nd St.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:45 A.M.
(407) 349-9998

JACKSONVILLE
Marietta church of Christ
8150 Driggers Street
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Jamie Rhoden, (904) 781-5704 
or 693-0432, www.mariettacoc.com

KEY LARGO
Key Largo church of Christ
100695 N. Overseas Hwy.
33037 m.m. 100.7 on US 1
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: William LeDent (305) 451-1194

MARY ESTHER
church of Christ
6 Lane Drive 
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Joey Rankin (850) 244-9222

MIAMI
church of Christ
Eglise du Christ de Miami
8343 NE 3rd Court
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Wednesday 7 P.M.
Minister: Junot Joseph (305) 244-8295

MIAMI
Flagler Grove church of Christ
(Nearest to Airport), 500 N.W. 53rd Ave.
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: John Buttrick (305) 634-5924
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MIAMI
church of Christ
12780 Quail Roost Dr.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Clark Pace
(305) 233-9590 or (954) 430-1437

OCALA
Anthony church of Christ
9778 N.E. Jacksonville Rd., Anthony, FL 32617
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Wednesday 6:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Greg Cruz (352) 629-5505
www.anthonycofc.com

ORLANDO
Azalea Park church of Christ
6800 Lake Underhill Rd.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(407) 277-7931

ORLANDO
church of Christ at S. Bumby
3940 S. Bumby Ave. 
Sunday Worship 9 A.M., Bible Study 10 A.M.
Worship w/ communion 10:55 A.M. (No Evening 
Service), Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Adam Willingham
Office: (407) 851-8031

ORLANDO
Pine Hills Church of Christ
890 Hastings Street 
Sun. Bible Study 10 A.M., Sun. Worship: 11 A.M.
Sun. Evening Worship: 6 P.M.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7:30 P.M.
(407) 293-2851 or (407) 290-8650 

PALMETTO
Palmetto church of Christ
1575 14th Avenue W.
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Wednesday 7 P.M.
www.palmettochurchofchrist.com
(941) 722-1307

PANAMA CITY BEACH
Beach church of Christ
8910 Front Beach Rd.
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(850) 234-2521

PENSACOLA
East Hill church of Christ
2078 E. Nine Mile Rd. at Camberwell Rd.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Hal Hammons
(850) 479-2130 or (850) 602-8420

SEFFNER
church of Christ
621 E. Wheeler Rd.
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 10:50 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Bobby Witherington (813) 684-1297
www.seffnercoc.org

GEORGIA
CENTERVILLE
Centerville church of Christ
250 Collins Ave. (Near Robins AFB)
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: J. Wiley Adams (478) 922-1158

COLUMBUS
River City Church of Christ
3900 River Road, Columbus GA 31904
Bible Class 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelists Jeff McCrary & Bo Couchman
(205) 451-9028, rivercitychurchofchrist.com
backtothebible@rivercitychurchofchrist.com

CONYERS
Rockdale church of Christ
East Metro Atlanta, 705 Smyrna Road
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Building (770) 929-3973

PINE MTN. VALLEY
church of Christ
Route 116 (near Callaway Gardens)
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Tommy W. Thomas
(706) 628-5117 or 628-5229
www.pmvchurch.com

SAVANNAH
Coastal church of Christ
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
(912) 344-1687
coastalchurchofchrist@outlook.com

VALDOSTA
church Of Christ
4313 North Valdosta Rd.
(Located 1 mile E. of Exit 22 off I-75)
Worship 9 A.M., Bible Study 10 A.M.
Communion 11 A.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(229) 244-8630, www.northvaldostacoc.com

IOWA
GRINNELL
church of Christ
1402 Third Ave.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday  7 P.M.
(641) 521-6485, (641) 236-3883 
www.grinnellcoc.com

DES MOINES
church of Christ
1310 N.E. 54th Ave.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:40 A.M.
Wednesday 7 P.M., (515) 262-6799

IDAHO
BLACKFOOT
church of Christ
370 N. Shilling • P.O. Box 158-83221
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship  11 A.M.
Wednesday  7:30 P.M.
(208) 785-6168 or 681-1552

ILLINOIS
CHICAGO
church of Christ
1514 West 74th Street
Bible Study  9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: James E. Scott
Bldg. (773) 224-9279, (708) 339-6126

DOWNERS GROVE
church of Christ
1236 63rd St., (1 and 1/2 mile E. of I355)
Bible Study  9 A.M., Worship 9:55 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(630) 968-0760 • www.dgcoc.org

GLENN ELLYN
Glen Ellyn Church of Christ
796 Prairie Ave. 
Glen Ellyn, IL. 60137
Sunday Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Sunday Evening 5 P.M.
Evangelist: Keith E. Brown
(630) 858-2290, (630) 377-3990

MATTOON
Southside church of Christ
1100 S. 17th Street
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(217) 234-3702

SOUTH HOLLAND
Southeast church of Christ
16224 S Vincennes Ave.
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 4 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Donald Hawkins, (708) 339-1008
www.southeastchurchofchrist.com

INDIANA
CLARKSVILLE
Clarksville church of Christ 
407 W. Lewis & Clark Parkway, 47129
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Brian Anderson (812) 944-2305 
or (812) 948-9917
www.clarksvillechurchofchrist.org

GREENWOOD
Greenwood church of Christ
371 W. Main Street
Sun. Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 4:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelists: Neil Tremblett 
(317) 888-8288
www.churchofchristatgreenwood.org

HOBART
church of Christ
300 N. Liberty Street
Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Jerry Cleek (219) 942-2663

INDIANAPOLIS
Castleton church of Christ
7701 East 86th Street, 46256
Sun. Worship 11 A.M., Sun. Bible Study 10 A.M.
Wed. Worship 11:15 A.M., Wed. Bible Study 7 P.M. 
(317) 710-1204

JAMESTOWN
church of Christ
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:25 A.M.
Evening 4 P.M., Wednesday7 P.M.
Evangelist: David McPherson
(765) 676-6404 or (270) 994-4397
www.jamestowncoc.com

MARION
South Marion church of Christ
3629 S. Washington St.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Alan Jones (765) 922-7602
www.southmarionchurchofchrist.org

OOLITIC
church of Christ
400 Lafayette Ave. • P.O. Box 34
Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M. Wednesday 7 P.M.
(812) 279-4332

PEKIN
church of Christ
(First St. & Karnes Ct.)
Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Jeremy Goen
(812) 967-3437 or 967-3520
www.pekinchurchofchrist.com

PLAINFIELD
church of Christ West
2028 Stafford Rd., Ste. C.,(Marsh Shopping Cntr.)
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 9:50 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Johnie Edwards
(317) 964-9404 or (317) 839-1769
www.churchofchristwest.org

SAINT LEON, IN
Church of Christ
7140 Hyland Rd., Guildford, IN 47022
I74 exit 164 1 mile south on SR 1
Bible study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
812-637-1252 or 513-367-7871

SALEM
Westside church of Christ
2000 West State Rd. 56
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(812) 883-2033, www.westsidechurchofchrist.net

TRAFALGAR
Spearsville Rd. church of Christ, 6244 S. 500W.
(1.2 mi. S. of Hwy. 135)
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Ed Rangel. (317) 878-5969
www.trafalgarchurch.com

KANSAS
TOPEKA
17th Street church of Christ
5600 SW 17th St.
Bible Study 9:15 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday 7 P.M.
(785) 235-8687 or 273-7977
www.17thstreetchurchofchrist.org

KENTUCKY
 
AUSTIN
Peter’s Creek church of Christ
856 Thomerson Park Rd.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship  10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M.
Evangelist: David Cox (270) 579-8074 or 
(270) 646-0498, www.peterscreekcoc.com

BEAVER DAM
church of Christ
1235 Williams St.
Worship 10 A.M., Bible Study  After Worship 
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Mike Thomas 
(270) 274-4451 or 274-4486

BRANDENBURG
Brandenburg church of Christ
612 Broadway
Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 6:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Charles J. White (270) 422-3878

CAMPBELLSVILLE
Sunny Hill Dr. church of Christ
A.M. Worship 9:30 A.M., A.M. Bible Study 10:30 A.M.
A.M. Worship 11:30 A.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Steve Lee (270) 789-1651
stevelee4510@windstream.net
www.sunnyhillcoc.com

CANEYVILLE
Caneyville church of Christ
103 N. Main St. • P.O. Box 233
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Jarrod Jacobs (270) 589-4167, 
(270) 274-3065 or (502) 724-2231

DANVILLE 
church of Christ
385 E. Lexington Ave.
Worship 10 A.M., Bible Study 11:15 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday  7 P.M.
Evangelist: Scott Vifquain (859) 236-4204

FRANKLIN
31–W North church of Christ
1733 Bowling Green Road
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Steve Monts, (270) 586-3978
www.31wchurchofchrist.com

HODGENVILLE
Hodgenville church of Christ
613 S Lincoln Blvd.
Bible Study  10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Don Brady (270) 358-6053
Dbrady1295@aol.com

LEITCHFIELD
Mill St. church of Christ
733 Mill Street, Highway 62 E.
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 10:55 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Michael Hardin
(270) 259-4968 or (270) 300-3239
www.millstreetchurchofchrist.org
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LOUISVILLE
Valley Station church of Christ
1803 Dixie Garden Drive
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Dudley Ross Spears (502) 937-2822

LOUISIANA
GONZALES
Southside church of Christ
405 Orice Roth Road, 70737, (Baton Rouge area)
Bible Class 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: R.J. Evans (225) 622-4587
rjevans@eatel.net

MANY
Lakeside church of Christ
12095 Texas Hwy. (Hwy. 6 W.)
12 miles west of Many 
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(318) 256-9396

STONEWALL
N. DeSoto church of Christ
2071 Highway 171 (South of Shreveport)
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(318) 925-2733

MARYLAND
SEVERN
Southwest church of Christ
805 Meadow Rd.
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Brandon Trout 
(410) 969-1420 or (410) 551-6549
www.swcofchrist.com

MAINE
PORTLAND
church of Christ • 856 Brighton Ave. 
Leave Maine Turnpike at Exit 48 
(Breakwater School)
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Second service immediately following morning 
worship. Mid-week Bible Study. Please call for 
times & places. (207) 839-3075 or 839-8409

MICHIGAN
CEDAR SPRINGS
W. Michigan church of Christ
Sr. Citizen Center, 44 Park Street
(Grand Rapids Area)
Worship 11 A.M., Bible Study 12:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Joseph Gladwell, (616) 975-2778
westmichcofc10@yahoo.com

MINNESOTA
DULUTH
church of Christ
4401 Glenwood St.
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Bible Study 5:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Taylor Ladd (218) 728-3233

ST. CHARLES
church of Christ
636 Whitewater Ave.
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Bible Study 2:15 P.M.
Wednesday 7 P.M., call for location
FREE Bible correspondence studies
Evangelist: Robert Lehnertz (507) 534-2905

MISSISSIPPI
BOONEVILLE
Oakleigh Dr. church of Christ
101 Oakleigh Dr.
Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship  10:30 A.M.
Evening 4 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Building: (662) 728-1942

CLINTON
McRaven Rd. church of Christ
301 McRaven Rd. (I20, exit 36) 
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Leonard White 
(601) 925-9757 or 924-2645

MERIDIAN
Grandview church of Christ
2820 Grandview Ave.
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Sun. Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 6:30 P.M.
(601) 482-0543, (601) 479-3394 or (601) 934-3675
Contacts: Ron Cooper & Jim Young
youngins@comcast.net

MERIDIAN
7th St. church of Christ
2914 7th Street
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
(601) 483-3101

SOUTHAVEN
church of Christ
2110 E State Line Rd. (Exit I-55), (Memphis area)
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: James A. Brown
(662) 342-1132 – church Building

MISSOURI
BLUE SPRINGS
Southside church of Christ
4000 SW Christiansen
Worship 9 A.M., Bible Study 10 A.M.
Worship 11 A.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Brett Hogland (816) 228-9262

CAPE GIRARDEAU
North Cape church of Christ
121 S. Broadview St. Suite 2, 
Cape Girardeau, MO 63703
Sunday Bible Study 9:15 & 10 A.M., 
Worship 11 A.M., No Evening Service
Wednesday 6 P.M./CST, 7 P.M./DST
Evangelist: Jerry Lee Westbrook (573) 334-9673

DONIPHAN
Southside church of Christ
Hwy. 142 E. ½ mile (P.O. Box 220)
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(573) 996-3251 or 996-3513

FAIR GROVE
church of Christ
217 N. Orchard Blvd.
Bible Study 9 A.M., Bible Study 10 A.M.
Worship 11 A.M., Wednesday 7  P.M.
Evangelist: Walter Myers (417) 830-8972 or 
(417) 736-2663

KENNETT
church of Christ
703 Harrison St.
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(573) 888-6778 or (870) 650-1648
Nolan Glover, Preacher 
www.westsidechurchofchrist.us

LILBOURN
church of Christ
P.O. Box 270 • 211 Benton St.
Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Shane Williams, (573) 688-2234 
or 748-5204

RAYTOWN
Sterling Ave. church of Christ
5825 Sterling Ave. (Near Sports Complex)
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Jerid Gunter
(816) 356-3096 or (270) 585-4331
www.sterlingavechurchofchrist.org

ST. JAMES
church of Christ
685 Sidney St.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:15 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Lynn Huggins (573) 265-8628

ST. JOSEPH
County Line church of Christ
2727 County Line Rd.
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 9:50 A.M.
Evening 3 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(816) 279-4737
www.countylinechurchofchrist.com

NEBRASKA 
BEATRICE
church of Christ • 7th and Bell
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M., 233-4102 or 228-3827
www.churchofchrist7bell.com

NEW JERSEY
VAUXHALL
church of Christ
Milbourn Mall Suite 6., 2933 Vauxhall Rd.
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Contact: Harry Persaud
phone: (908) 964-6356 • cell: (908) 964-8570 

NEW MEXICO
ALBUQUERQUE
Heights church of Christ
7801 Zuni Road, S.E.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evanagelist: Darrel Yontz (505) 266-7577
www.heightschurchofchrist.com

NEVADA
RENO
Central church of Christ
2450 Wrondel Way, Stuite A
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(775) 786-2888

NORTH CAROLINA
CHARLOTTE
Charlotte church of Christ
5327 S. Tyron Street
Worship 9 A.M., Bible Study 10: A.M.
Worship 11 A.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(704) 525-5655

OHIO
BEAVERCREEK
Knollwood Creek church of Christ
1031 Welford Drive
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:20 A.M.
Afternoon 3 P.M., Wednesday Afternoon 1 P.M.
Wednesday Evening 7 P.M.
(937) 426-1422
www.knollwoodchurch.org

CINCINNATI
Blue Ash church of Christ
4667 Cooper Road
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Russell Dunaway, Jr. (513) 891-3174
www.blueashchurchofchrist.com

CLEVELAND
Lorain Ave. church of Christ
13501 Lorain Ave.
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(330) 723-0111 or (330) 590-0227 
or (216) 322-9392
www.lorainave-churchofchrist.com

COLUMBUS
Laurel Canyon church of Christ
409 McNaughton Road
Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(614) 868-1375, www.lccoc.net

DAYTON
West Carrollton
28 W. Main Street, 45449
Early Worship 9 A.M., Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:25 A.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Michael Grushon (937) 866-5162 
or 848-3779, www.wc-coc.org

FRANKLIN
Franklin church of Christ
6417 Franklin-Lebanon Rd. 45005
Sun. Bible Study 10 A.M.
Sun Worship 10:45 A.M.
Tues. Bible Study 6:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Josh Lee (937) 789-8055 
or (937) 746-1249, www.franklin-church.org

FREMONT
church of Christ
3361 W. State Street, 1 mi. W. of Fremont 
on U.S. Rt. 20
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(419) 849-3340 or 849-2980
www.fremontchurchofchrist.com

HAMILTON
Westview church of Christ
1040 Azel Ave.
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 9:45 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Eugene Ford (513) 856-9288

HILLIARD
church of Christ
4840 Cemetery Rd.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(614) 876-4089

MANSFIELD
Southside church of Christ
687 Mansfield-Lucas Road
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 5 P.M.
James Bond: (419) 526-2868
Leon Bond: (419) 525-3684
church: (419) 522-8982

NEW LEBANON
New Lebanon church of Christ
1973 W Main Street
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.,
Evening 6:30 P.M., Wed. Bible Study 7 P.M.
Evangelist:  Bruce Hastings (937) 687-7150          
or (937) 478-0367

MARIETTA-RENO
Marietta-Reno church of Christ
80 Sandhill Road
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Daniel Ruegg: (740) 222-9160 or 
Steve Foutty: (740) 473-9028

NORTHWOOD
Frey Road church of Christ
4110 Frey Rd. (Toledo Area) 
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Donald Jarabek
(419) 893-3566, (567) 694-5062

UHRICHSVILLE
church of Christ
638 Parrish Street
Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M., Mid-week 6:30 P.M.
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OKLAHOMA
MCALESTER
North A St. church of Christ
2120 No. A Street
Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Rob Lungstrum, Cell: (918) 931-1362
Office: (918) 423-3445

OKLAHOMA CITY
Seminole Pointe church of Christ
16300 N. May Avenue
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: John M. Duvall (405) 340-3189 
or (405) 513-6691, www.seminolepointe.church

OREGON
SWEET HOME
Church of Christ
3702 E. Long Street, Sweet Home, OR
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 7 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Building: (541) 367-1599

PENNSYLVANIA
PHILADELPHIA
church of Christ
7222 Germantown Ave., 19119
Bible Study10:15 A.M., Worship11:15 A.M.
Tuesday night 7 P.M.
Evangelist: James H. Baker, Jr. (215) 248-2026 
www.mtairychurchofchrist.org

SOUTH CAROLINA
COLUMBIA
Lower Richland church of Christ
3000 Trotter Rd. (Hopkins, SC)
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(803) 730-0452, http://lowerrichlandchurch.org

SUMTER
Woodland church of Christ
3370 Broad St. Extension
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: A.A. Granke, Jr. (803) 499-6023

WEST COLUMBIA
Airport church of Christ
4013 Edmund Hwy. (Hwy. 302)
OUR WEB SITE DISPLAYS OUR
CURRENT ASSEMBLY SCHEDULE.
Evangelist: Seth Mauldin, Bldg. (803) 834-6978
http://airport-church-of-christ.com

TENNESSEE
COLUMBIA
Mooresville Pike church of Christ
417 Mooresville Pike  
(.8 mi. N. of Hwy. 50/Jas. Campbell)
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 3:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(931) 388-5828 or (931) 381-7898 
www.mooresvillepikecoc.com

COSBY
Cosby church of Christ
489 Hooper Hwy., 37722
(15 mi. E. of Gatlinburg on Hwy. 321)
Bible Study 10A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 6:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Olie Williamson
(423) 487-5540 or (423) 748-0844

JACKSON
Sunset View church of Christ
3618 Hwy 70 East
(Exit 87 off I-40, 7mi. @ Spring Creek)
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Steve Wilkerson (731) 967-0590 
or 968-9851

JOHNSON CITY
Brookmead church of Christ
2428 Lakeview Drive
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Kevin Kay (423) 282-6251 or 426-1836

JONESBOROUGH
11-E church of Christ
240 Headtown Road
Bible Study 10:30 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Evangelist: David Wheeler
(423) 557-9119 or (423) 948-6464
www.christianadmonisher.jigsy.com

KINGSTON SPRINGS
Kingston Springs church of Christ
350 North Main Street
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Steve Walker, www.kscoc.com

MT. PLEASANT
Locust St. Church of Christ
108 Locust Street • Mt. Pleasant, TN 38474
931-379-3704 or 931-964-3924
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M. 
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Daniel H. King, Sr.
www.lscoc.com

KINGSPORT
Kingsport church of Christ
4938 Fort Henry Dr. • P.O. Box 554
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M., Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Tom Kinzel, Bldg.# (423) 239-3979 
or (423) 579-2002 • www.kptcoc.org

MARYVILLE 
Smokey Mt. church of Christ
2206 Montvale Road
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Harold Tabor (865) 977-4230
Lon Spurgeon (865) 388-8749
http://tinyurl.com/smchurch

MEMPHIS
Rocky Pt. Road church of Christ
516 E. Rocky Point Rd., Cordova
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10A.M.
Wednesday 7 P.M.
rockypointchurch@gmail.com
www.rockypointchurch.org

MURFREESBORO
Cason Lane church of Christ
1110 Cason Lane 
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(615) 896-0090 (Building)  
www.casonlanechurch.org

MURFREESBORO, TN
Northfield Blvd. church of Christ
2091 Pitts Ln. at Northfield Blvd.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: David Bunting (615) 893-1200

NASHVILLE
Hillview church of Christ
7471 Charlotte Pike
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(615) 952-5458 or (615) 356-7318
Evangelist: Lee Wildman

NASHVILLE
Perry Heights church of Christ
423 Donelson Pike
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 9:55 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Johnny Felker (615) 883-3118 
http://perryheights.faithweb.com

PIGEON FORGE
King Branch Road church of Christ
560 King Branch Road
Worship 10 A.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Facilities available for Sunday evening services 
upon request. 
Evangelist: Roger Williams (865) 430-5980
www.KingBranchRoadchurchOfChrist.org

SHELBYVILLE
El Bethel church of Christ
1801 Hwy. 41-A North
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 9:50 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Donnie V. Rader (931) 607-9099
dvrader@live.com

SHELBYVILLE
Shelbyville Mills church of Christ
1222 W. Jackson St. 
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Jeff Curtis (931) 607-9118
djcurtis1963@hotmail.com

TEXAS
ALLEN
West Allen church of Christ
1414 W. Exchange Blvd. (2 miles west of Hwy. 75)
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 9:50 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Jerry King (214) 504-0443 
Building phone (972) 727-5355

ALVARADO
I-35 church of Christ
E. Service Rd. off I-35, N. of Alvarado
Bible Study 10:00 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M., Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(817) 295-7277 or 790-7253

ALVIN
Adoue St. church of Christ
605 E. Adoue Street
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Mark Mayberry (281) 331-4953 
or (832) 837–9038

AUSTIN
Schultz Lane church of Christ
Faber Rd. & Schultz Ln., Pflugerville, TX 78660
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 2 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Ron Lehde

BAYTOWN
church of Christ at Pruett & Lobit
701 North Pruett Street
Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:40 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Jesse Flowers (281) 515-8939
Building: (281) 422-5926, Weldon: (713) 818-1321

BEAUMONT
Dowlen Rd. church of Christ
3060 Dowlen Road
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelists: Max Dawson & Benjamin Lee 
(409) 866-1996

CONROE
Woodland Hills church of Christ
410 Woodland Hills Dr., 77303
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
phone: (936) 756-9322
www.conroechurch.com

CLEVELAND
church of Christ
310 E. Houston Street
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M. , Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Robert Davis (281) 592-5676
www.clevelandchurchofchrist.org

CORPUS CHRISTI
Hwy. 9 church of Christ
Worship 10 A.M., Bible Study 11 A.M.
Worship 12 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Call for location: Keith Kalies (361) 776-2304 
or Patrick Frazier (361) 235-1990

DICKINSON
church of Christ
2919 FM 517 Road E. 
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 10:50 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 9:45 A.M.
Wednesday 7 P.M., (281) 534-4870
www.dickinsonchurchofchrist.org

DALLAS
Methodist Street church of Christ
211 Methodist St. • Red Oak TX, 75154
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5  P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: D. LeRoy Klice 
(972) 576-3119 or 363-7672
www.methodiststreetchurchofchrist.com

DUNCANVILLE
Whispering Hills church of Christ
2126 S. Main (South Dallas)
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(214) 874-5701, info@whchurchofchrist.net

EDNA
church of Christ
301 Robison Street
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(361) 782-5506 or 782-2844
Elders: J. Mercer & S. Mercer

EL PASO
Eastridge church of Christ
3277 Pendleton Road
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(915) 855-1524

FORT WORTH
West Side church of Christ
6110 White Settlement Rd. 76114
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(817) 738-7269

GRANBURY
church of Christ
4313 Old Granbury Road
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M. , Wednesday 7 P.M.
817-913-4209 or 817-279-3351

HOUSTON
Fry Rd. church of Christ
2510 Fry Road (77084)
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Bob Pulliam: (281) 832-4633, www.fryroad.org

HOUSTON
Spring Woods church of Christ
9955 Neuens Rd. at Witte Road
Worship 9 A.M., Bible Study 10 A.M.
Worship 11 A.M., Evening 6 P.M.
Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist (713) 419-1750
www.springwoodschurchofchrist.com

IRVING
Westside church of Christ
2320 Imperial Dr. (closest to DFW Airport)
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 9:50 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Mark Roberts (972) 986-9131
www.JustChristians.com

LANCASTER
Pleasant Run church of Christ
831 W. Pleasant Run Road
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(972) 227-1708 or 227-2598

LUBBOCK
Indiana Avenue church of Christ
6111 Indiana Avenue
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(806) 795-3377
www.lubbockchurch.com

LUFKIN
Timberland Dr. church of Christ
912 S. Timberland Drive
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 9:50 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7: P.M.
Evangelists: Harold Hancock & Reagan McClenny
(936) 634-7110 or 632-7070
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MANSFIELD
Northside church of Christ
1820 Mansfield-Webb Road
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 6:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Tom Roberts (817) 466-3160

NACOGDOCHES
Stallings Dr. church of Christ
3831 N.E. Stallings Drive
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelists: Randy Harshbarger & Jay Taylor

PLANO
Spring Creek church of Christ
2100 W. Spring Creek Pkwy., (North Dallas 
Suburb)
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(972) 517-5582, www.planochurch.org

SAN ANTONIO
Grissom Rd. church of Christ
5470 Lost Lane at Grissom Rd.
San Antonio, TX 78238-2700
Bible Classes 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M. 
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday (Ladies Class) 10 A.M., 
Wednesday (Bible Class) 7:30 P.M.
Terry Starling, Evangelist
www.grissomroadcoc.org

SAN ANTONIO
Pecan Valley church of Christ
268 Utopia Avenue, (I-37 S.E. Exit Pecan Valley)
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Clyde W. Carter (210) 337-6143

SHERMAN
Westwood Village church of Christ
314 N. Tolbert
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Jim Smelser

TEMPLE
Leon Valley church of Christ
4404 Twin City Blvd.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Jason Garcia
yourfriendjgar@gmail.com 
www.biblemoments.org

WACO
Sun Valley church of Christ
340 E. Warren St. (In Hewitt, a suburb of Waco)
Bible Class 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Marc Smith 
(254) 666-1020 or 420-1484

THE WOODLANDS
Woodlands church of Christ
1500 Wellman Road • P.O. Box 7664 (77380)
Bible Class 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(281) 367-2099
www.woodlandschurchofchrist.org

VIRGINIA
CHESAPEAKE
Tidewater church of Christ
217 Taxus Street
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Steve Schlosser (757) 436-6900

CHESTER
Chester church of Christ
12100 Winfree St.,(Central to Richmond, 
Hopewell, Petersburg, & Colonial Heights)
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
church Building: (804) 796-2374, (804) 385-2725 
or (804) 271-0877

NEWPORT NEWS
Harpersville Rd. church of Christ
315 Harpersville Road
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

RICHMOND (METRO)
Courthouse church of Christ
Courthouse Rd. at Double Creek Ct.
(2.2 miles S of Rt. 288)
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangalist: Gene Tope (804) 790-1629
www.courthousechurchofchrist.com

RICHMOND
Forest Hill church of Christ
1208 W. 41st Street
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M., Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Jack Bise, Jr. (804) 233-5959

RIDGEWAY
church of Christ 
2970 Old Leaksville Road 
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M. 
Evening 5:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M. 
(276) 956-6049
www.churchofchristatridgeway.com

ROANOKE
Blue Ridge church of Christ
929 Indiana Avenue N.E. (5 min. from Roanoke 
Convention Center)
1st Lesson 9:15 A.M., Bible Study 10 A.M.
Worship 11 A.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(540) 344-2755

VIRGINIA BEACH
Southside church of Christ
5652 Haden Road
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Robert Mallard (757) 464-4574

WASHINGTON
BELLINGHAM
Mt. Baker church of Christ
1860 Mt. Baker Hwy.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6  P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
Evangelist: Joe Price (360) 752-2692 or 380-2960
www.bibleanswer.com/mtbaker

WEST VIRGINIA
CHARLESTON 
Oakwood Road church of Christ
873 Oakwood Road
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 10:50 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Jonathan Chaffin (304) 342-5637
oakwoodrdcoc@suddenlinkmail.com
www.oakwoodroadchurchofchrist.com

CLARKSBURG
Westside church of Christ
Davisson Run Road
Sunday Morning 9:30 A.M.
(304) 622-5433
www.westsidechurchofchristwv.net

FAIRMONT
Eastside church of Christ
1929 Morgantown Avenue
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(304) 363-8696 or (304)844-2437

GLADESVILLE
Gladesville church of Christ
2906 Gladesville Rd., Independence, WV 26374
Sunday Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 10:45 A.M.
Sunday 7 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.
(304) 864-3078

MOUNDSVILLE 
Moundsville church of Christ
210 Cedar Street
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M., Mid-week  7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Tony Huntsman (304) 845-4940

PARKERSBURG
Marrtown church of Christ
825 Marrtown Road
Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(304) 422-7458 or 893-5227

WYOMING
RANCHESTER
Ranchester church of Christ
Hwy. 14 West, Ranch Mart Mall
Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 6:30 P.M.
Contact: Bob Reich (307) 655-2563

CANADA
CALGARY, AB
Northside church of Christ
803 20A Avenue NE
Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.
Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7 P.M.
+1 (403) 452-5116
www.churchofchristcalgary.com

ADVERTISING RATES
ON CHURCH AD PAGES

Rates are $25 per 
quarter or $95 per year.

(when paid in advance). 

The ads are run once 
each month–12 times a 
year.

Help travelers find your 
place of worship!

Toll-free: 855-492-6657
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2017 TRUTH LECTURES
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Theme: When We Meet in Sweet Communion


