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Editorial

The Security of the Believers

by Mark Mayberry

By rightly dividing the word of God, we can distinguish between the Calvinistic concept of security and genuine
confidence that results from our faithful embrace of Christ’s redemptive work.

Many of our denominational friends
emphasize the need for faithfulness,
but say that one cannot fall from
grace. The Calvinistic concept of “the
perseverance of the saints,” popularly
known as “Once saved, always
saved,” finds formal expression in
The Westminster Confession of Faith:

They whom God hath accepted in
his Beloved, effectually called and
sanctified by his Spirit, can neither
totally nor finally fall away from the
state of grace: but shall certainly
persevere therein to the end, and be
eternally saved (chap. 17, sec. 1).

What is wrong with this
approach? By distorting Sacred
Scripture, this doctrine provides a
false sense of security. In contrast,
the New Testament sets forth
the basis on which believers may
have a true sense of security.

A False Sense of Security

It Contradicts Biblical Teaching

The phrase, “fall away,” occurs
11xin ten Bible verses in the New
American Standard Bible (NASB).

In a physical sense, it described

an event that occurred aboard the
ship during Paul’s journey to Rome,
when the soldiers cut away the ropes
connected to the lifeboat, letting it
fall away (Acts 27:30-32, esp. v. 32).

Note David’s pronouncement: “I
hate the work of those who fall away;
it shall not fasten its grip on me” (Ps.
101:1-3, esp. v. 3). Consider Jesus’
teaching in the Parable of the Sower:

“Those on the rocky soil are those
who, when they hear, receive the word
with joy; and these have no firm root;
they believe for a while, and in time
of temptation fall away” (Luke 8:13;
cf. Matt. 13:20-21; Mark 4:16-17).

Several predictions about “falling
away” occur in the New Testament.
Jesus foreshadowed the scattering
of the disciples at His betrayal: “ You
will all fall away because of Me this
night” (Matt. 26:31, 33; Mark 14:27,

29). Foretelling the mass apostasy that
would occur during the Jewish revolt
preceding the destruction of Jerusalem
in AD 70, Christ said, “At that time many
will fall away. . ” (Matt. 24:9-13, esp. v.
10). In like manner, the inspired apostle
Paul prophesied of a great apostasy
(falling away) that would occur in the
indefinite future (1 Tim. 4:1-5, esp. v. 1).

It Contradicts Biblical Language

The Greek word skandalizé6 means
“to put a snare (in the way), hence
to cause to stumble” or “to give
offense” (Thomas 4624). BDAG says it
means “(1) to cause to be brought to
a downfall, cause to sin (the sin may
consist in a breach of the moral law, in
unbelief, or in the acceptance of false
teachings)” (Matt. 5:29-30); or “(2) to
shock through word or action” (Matt.
13:57; 15:12). As previously noted,
Jesus employed this term in discussing
the scattering of the disciples (Matt.
26:31; Mark 14:27) and unproductive
shallow soil (Matt. 13:21). Other
occurrences describe real spiritual
danger where one’s soul, or that of

another person, hangs in the balance
(Matt. 5:29-30; Luke 17:1-2; Rom.
14:21; 1 Cor. 8:13; 2 Cor. 11:29; etc.).

The Greek word aphistémi means
“to lead away” or “to depart from”
(Thomas 868). BDAG says it means
“(1) to cause someone to move from
a reference point, in our literature
in reference to altering allegiance
cause to revolt, mislead; (2) to
distance oneself from some person
or thing, go away, withdraw.” This
word is thrice rendered “fall(s) away”
(Luke 8:13; 1 Tim. 4:1; Heb. 3:12).
Additionally, it communicates the
concept of departure (Luke 4:13),
desertion (Acts 15:38), or rejection.
At the final judgment, Jesus will say
to the disobedient, “I do not know
where you are from; depart from Me,
all you evildoers” (Luke 13:27).

The Greek word ekpipto means
“to drop away, figuratively, to lose,
become inefficient” (Thomas 1601b).
BDAG says it means “(1) to fall from
some point, fall; (2) to drift or be blown
off course and run aground, nautical
term; (3) to change for the worse from
a favorable condition, lose figuratively;
(4) become inadequate for some
function, fail, weaken figuratively.”
In addition to its physical usage, of
chains falling away from one’s hands
(Acts 12:7), of a ship running aground
(Acts 27:17, 26, 29), or a lifeboat
falling away from a ship (Acts 27:32),
consider the more consequential
spiritual application of falling from
grace (Gal. 5:4) or falling from one’s
own steadfastness (2 Pet. 3:17-18).
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It Contradicts Biblical Teaching

From the garden of Eden onward,
human history has been repeatedly
marred by apostasy and rebellion.
The physical nation of Israel fell away
time and time again. Their failure
(and the resulting consequences)
serves as a warning to Christians (1
Cor.10:1-11; Heb. 3:14-19; etc.).

A True Sense of Security

Be Honest with Yourself

We can achieve a true sense of
security by avoiding overconfidence.
Be honest about your strengths and
weaknesses: “Therefore let him who
thinks he stands take heed that he
does not fall” (1 Cor. 10:12). In Luke’s
account of the last supper, Jesus
warned the disciples, saying, “Behold,
the hand of the one betraying Me is
with Mine on the table” (Luke 22:21-
34). Peter did not realize that Satan
was about to shake him like a rag-
doll. His overconfidence would be his
undoing. Remember what Solo said
to Skywalker: “Don’t get cocky, Kid!”

Believe in the Lord

We can achieve a true sense of
security by believing in the Lord:
hear His voice, follow His lead, and
trust in His precepts, promises, and
power (John 10:22-30). Avoiding
an evil, unbelieving heart, let us
encourage one another day after
day (Heb. 3:12-13; 10:23-25).

Be Alert to Danger

We can achieve a true sense of
security by remaining alert to danger.
Jesus said, “Be on the alert” (Matt.
24:42-44; 25:13; Mark 13:35, 37). Paul
offered a similar warning (Acts 20:31-
32;1Cor. 16:13; Eph. 6:18). So also did
Peter: “Be of sober spirit, be on the
alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls
around like a roaring lion, seeking
someone to devour” (1 Pet. 5:8).

Be Prepared for Conflict

As physical security (of a nation,
a business, or a home) involves a
balance of defensive and offensive
measures, spiritual security requires
the same. Using the Roman soldier as
anillustration, Paul emphasized the
importance of the Christian soldier
being fully arrayed with supportive
equipment (belt, footwear), defensive
equipment (breastplate, shield, helmet)
and offensive equipment—the sword of
the Spirit (Eph. 6:10-17; cf. Heb. 4:12).

Avoid Entanglements

As soldiers of Christ, we must guard
against distractions (2 Tim. 2:4), and
avoid sin’s ensnarement (2 Pet. 2:20).
The Greek word empleko, occurring in
both these passages, means “to weave”
or “ entwine” together (Thomas 1707).
BDAG says it means “to be involuntarily
interlaced to the point of immobility, be
entangled.” It could describe a sheep
whose wool was caught in thorns. In
Gulliver’s Travels, Jonathan Swift tells
how the Lilliputians (a little people)
capture Gulliver (a big man) by binding
him with a multitude of ropes. Sin has
the same effect in the spiritual realm.

Look for the Way of Escape

Recognizing that God is faithful,
determine to be faithful yourself—look
for the way of escape (1 Cor. 10:13).
God is in control; He knows how to
rescue the godly from temptation;
yet, we must take responsibility for
our own lives. Be accountable. Own
your decisions. Do not put yourself (or
your family) in a situation where Satan
has the upper hand (2 Pet. 2:4-11). In
contrast with Lot, who rushed headlong
into danger (Gen. 13:5-13), Joseph
found the way of escape through flight
(Gen. 39:7-12). In the dynamic of fight
versus flight, do not be afraid to run—if
so doing puts you on a more defensible
battlefield position. Flee immorality (1
Cor. 6:18-20) and youthful lusts (2 Tim.

2:22). However, when the battle is upon
you, stand and fight (Eph. 6:10-17).

Be Faithful in Testing

How does a metalworker/bladesmith
make a strong sword that will not break
in combat? Assuming that the blade
is made of steel, you can increase the
tensile strength by heating it to around
727 Celsius (or around 1340 Fahrenheit)
and then rapidly quenching it in water.

God is the Master Craftsman. With
a malletin hand, He places us on the
anvil, and hammers away, testing
our mettle (i.e., our courage to carry
on) by fire (1 Pet. 1:6-7; 4:12-13). The
Blade Maker shapes and sharpens and
strengthens. Although God subjects
us to intense stress, He will not allow
you to be tempted beyond what you
can bear (1 Cor. 10:13). He knows
what we can take (Rev. 2:10; 3:10).

Sources

“How Do You Increase the Tensile
Strength of a Sword and/or Blade?”
Quora.com. https://www.quora.com/
How-do-you-increase-the-tensile-
strength-of-a-sword-and-or-blade.
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Gingrich. A Greek-English Lexicon of
the New Testament and Other Early
Christian Literature. 3rd ed. (Chicago,
IL: University of Chicago Press, 2000).

Thomas, Robert L. New American
Standard Hebrew-Aramaic and
Greek Dictionaries: Updated Edition.
Anaheim, CA: Foundation Publications,
Inc., 1998.

Mark and Sherelyn have labored

with the Adoue Street church

of Christin Alvin, TX since 1998,

o where he serves as the evangelist
. and an elder. The church website

ik is ascoc.org. His website is
Mark Mayberry markmayberry.net and his email
Editor is mark@truthpublications.com.

October 2018 | truthmagazine.com



Meditations

‘““Ready to Vanish Away”’

by Kyle Pope

The destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70 was a momentous event, but some have built a misguided theology around this
date, and thus distort the plain teaching of the biblical text.

Preterists, who advocate the so-
called “AD 70 Doctrine,” argue that
Mosaic Law continued after Jesus’
death for Jews until it was finally
brought to an end at the destruction
of Jerusalem in AD 70. A passage they
often cite in defense of their view is
the phrase in Hebrews 8:13 that refers
to the Law as “ready to vanish away.”
Interpreting this as if it is saying, “It
was still in force, but ready to end,”
ignores the context and seriously
misinterprets the force of the passage.
The Hebrew writer has just quoted the
great promise of Jeremiah 31:31-34 of
the coming of and conditions under
the “New Covenant” (Heb. 8:8-12).

He then refers to what he has just
quoted, pointing out, “In that He says,
‘A new covenant, He has made the
first obsolete. Now what is becoming
obsolete and growing old is ready to
vanish away” (Heb. 8:13, NKJV). The
writer is addressing what “He” (i.e.,
God) said through Jeremiah. When
God spoke these words to Jeremiah,
the Law was still in force. The Hebrew
writer was describing conditions
when God spoke to Jeremiah, not
conditions in the first century. In
Jeremiah’s time it was “ready to
vanish away,” but when the Hebrew
writer wrote, it had already vanished
away. This is clear from what is taught
throughout the rest of the book.

For example, in the previous
chapter, he taught, “For the priesthood
being changed, of necessity there is
also a change of the law” (Heb. 7:12).

Three chapters earlier, he said, “Seeing
then that we have a great High Priest
who has passed through the heavens,
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast
our confession. For we do not have a
High Priest who cannot sympathize
with our weaknesses, but was in all
points tempted as we are, yet without
sin” (Heb. 4:14-15). We should note that
these were Jewish Christians, yet he
identifies Christ as their High Priest. If
the Law was still in force, did they have
two High Priests? No. So, either the Law
had changed, or Christ was not High
Priest—but the Hebrew writer clearly
says, “We have a great High Priest”
(emphasis mine). He does not say we
will have (in AD 70). He says, “We have a
[singular] great High Priest” (emphasis
mine). That means the Law had
changed and was no longer in force.

Furthermore, he taught, “For the
law, having a shadow of the good
things to come, and not the very
image of the things, can never with
these same sacrifices, which they offer
continually year by year, make those
who approach perfect” (Heb. 10:1).

If the Law was still in force, it taught
that those who offered sacrifices
“shall be forgiven” (Lev. 4:20, 26,

31, 35;5:10, 13,16, 18; 6:7; 19:22). In
contrast, the Gospel taught, “In those
sacrifices there is a reminder of sins
every year” (Heb. 10:3). Christ became
“the Mediator of the new covenant, by
means of death, for the redemption
of the transgressions under the first
covenant” (Heb. 9:15). The fact that

Christ had become Mediator and
Sacrifice made the old sacrifices
imperfect and useless. He explains,
“For the law made nothing perfect; on
the other hand, there is the bringing

in of a better hope, through which we
draw near to God” (Heb. 7:19). If the
Law was still in force, the “better hope”
had not yet come. Preterists agree that
the writer is urging his Jewish readers
not to go back to the Law as the means
of justification, but then attempt to
argue that it was still binding on Jewish
Christians. That doesn’t add up.

When did this “better hope” come?
The Hebrew writer also makes this
clear. He writes, “For where there
is a testament, there must also of
necessity be the death of the testator.
For a testament is in force after men
are dead, since it has no power at all
while the testator lives” (Heb. 9:16-17).
The New Covenant came into force
at the cross—upon the “the death
of the testator.” Yet, we should note
that the Hebrew writer explains that,
when he wrote, Christ had already
“entered the holy places” which were
in “heaven itself” (Heb. 9:24), at a time,
he identifies as “now, once at the end
of the ages, He has appeared to put
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself”
(Heb. 9:26). Preterists argue that AD
70 was the “end of the ages.” The Holy
Spirit says Christ’s death was “at the
end of the ages.” This was when the
“better hope” came. This was when
the Law changed—not in AD 70.
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Finally, let’s note some significant
things the Hebrew writer taught.
He speaks of the “annulling of the
former commandment because of
its weakness and unprofitableness”
(Heb. 7:18). We have already discussed
some ways in which Mosaic Law was
imperfect, but in this passage, he
speaks of the “annulling of the former
commandment.” Remember, he is
talking to Jewish Christians. The Greek
word translated “annulling” is athetésis
meaning “abolition, disannulling, put
away, rejection” (Thayer). That which is
abolished, annulled, or put away is no
longer in force. He writes further, “For if
that first covenant had been faultless,
then no place would have been sought

for a second” (Heb. 8:7). He refers to
the New Covenant as “a second.” Two
chapters later he declares of Christ,
“He takes away the first that He may
establish the second” (Heb. 10:9). That
suggests that in order to establish the
“second” the “first” (i.e., the Mosaic
Law) had to be taken away. If we argue
that the first was still in place, how can
we say the second had come? Finally,
in discussing ceremonial elements

of Mosaic Law, he writes that they
were, “concerned only with foods and
drinks, various washings, and fleshly
ordinances imposed until the time of
reformation” (Heb. 9:10, emphasis
mine). We should notice, they were
“imposed until” what he calls “the time

of the reformation.” | assert that this
happened at the cross; preterists say
it did not happen until what they call
“The Gathering,” which they contend
occurred in AD 70. This diminishes
the value of Christ’s sacrifice and the
wonder He accomplished in calling
all souls into submission unto Him,
having taken away the Old Covenant
and replacing it with the new.

Kyle preaches for the Olsen Park
church of Christ in Amarillo,

TX. He has written several
books published by Truth
Publications including How

We Got the Bible. He can be
reached at kmpope@att.net.
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A Study of the A.D. 70 Doctrine:
Realized Eschatology

edited by Mike Willis
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Will There Be a Bodily Resurrection?

A collection of articles on the A.D.
70 Doctrine. This is a very thorough
study of this subject which is also
referred to as Realized Eschatology.

145 pages. Paperback.

$12.95

Then Comes the End
TRUTH IN LIFE SERIES
by Mike Willis
ISBN 9781584271451
This workbook contains excellent material
on death, the afterlife, the second coming of
Christ, the false doctrine of premillennialism,
and the judgment. With so much false

teaching circulating about death and the
afterlife, this is a much-needed study.

85 pages. Paperback.

$12.95

Order today from CEI Bookstore at (855) 492-6657 or truthbooks.com
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Women’s Insights

| Could Not Do Without You

by Sherelyn Mayberry

Focusing on the words of a beautiful and moving hymn, Sherelyn emphasizes our dependence upon God and need for

a Savior.

In the song, “I Could Not Do Without You” (Psalms,
Hymns, and Spiritual Songs #313), we learn of the great
need that we each have because of our lost condition. We
have all sinned and, therefore, need a Savior. What would
I do without the Lord? God so loved the world that He
sent His Son to die for me that | might have everlasting life
(John 3:16). His foreordained plan for man was that the
precious blood of Christ would be spilled out as a perfect
sacrifice in my stead (1 Pet. 1:17-21). This death of God’s
Son can redeem me from every lawless deed through my
obedience and repentance. As | deny ungodliness and live
righteously, | have a blessed hope of the appearing of God
and Christ (Titus 2:11-14). Becoming righteous in God’s sight
through sanctification and redemption, I should not boast
in self, but in the Lord (1 Cor. 1:30-31). Realizing that God’s
blessing of grace gives me the opportunity to be adopted
as a son through Jesus Christ, | glory in Him. | plead for
mercy while living a holy and blameless life (Eph. 1:3-7).

Apart from God, | have no goodness; | cannot stand alone
(Phil. 4:13). As | serve the Lord in this life, | do so by the
strength which God supplies (1 Pet. 4:11). Reverence and
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; yet, wisdom
does not originate with me (Prov. 9:10). My acknowledgment
that I cannot do without Him will lead me to lean on Him
and not on my own understanding (Prov. 3:5). When Paul
implored the Lord to remove his thorn in the flesh, he
recognized that “power is perfected in weakness.” Through
taking pleasure in distresses for Christ, Paul conceded
that his strength came from the Lord. He could say, “For
when | am weak, then | am strong” (2 Cor. 12:9-10).

The “Highway of Holiness” provided by the Lord is the
way for the redeemed. Those who walk there have sorrow
and sighing replaced with joy and gladness (Isa. 35:8-10).
This pathway does not come from man himself, but from
the Lord (Jer. 10:23). The mind of man plans his way, but
the Lord directs his steps in the path of righteousness (Prov.
16:9; Ps. 23:3). He will catch me when | fall because He holds
my hand and will not forsake the righteous (Ps. 37:23-25).

If  walk blamelessly, | will be delivered, but if | choose the

crooked
path, | will fall
(Prov. 28:18). The path
of life may (on occasion)
become wearisome, but God
promises a Sabbath rest for the
‘6/ diligent (Heb. 4:9-11). Continually straying
like sheep, | must return to the Shepherd and
Guardian of my soul (1 Pet. 2:25). Thomas
said to the Lord, “How do we know the way?” Jesus
answered, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no
one comes to the Father but through Me” (John 14:5-6).

The life we live is fleeting, but my hope of being with
the Lord in eternity gives purpose (Ps. 39:4-5, 7). | do not
know what tomorrow may bring, for my life is but a vapor
that appears for a little while. What I do know is that God
cares for me in this life of passing shadow (Jas. 4:14; Ps.
144:3-4). As | draw near to God, He is my refuge and my
good (Ps. 73:28; Jas. 4:8). Maneuvering the storms of life,
| trust that the Lord will never leave me, but calms the
troubled seas (Luke 8:24). To those who come to God, He
offers salvation and draws near to them. The righteous
have peace as they face their final rest. Walking through
the valley of the shadow of death, they fear no evil for the
Lord comforts them and welcomes them home (Ps. 23:4).

Because He offers me salvation through His Son, | cannot
do without the Lord. He gives me strength and wisdom to
walk throughout my days. God provides the path to lead
me to heaven. As | cross over the last river, | long for His
outstretched hand, and the words, “It is I” (Mark 6:50).

Sherelyn is the wife of Mark Mayberry, who labors with the
Adoue Street congregation in Alvin, TX as an evangelist and
elder. She can be reached at sherelynmayberry@live.com.

Sherelyn Mayberry
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Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs

THE HYMNAL TO BE USED FOR EVENING SINGING AT
TRUTH LECTURES IN ATHENS, AL ON JUNE 25-28, 20138.

Discover the difference by ordering
Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs today.

LARGE VOLUME ORDER? NO PROBLEM.
Either complete the brief form at:
www.sumphoniahymnal.com/sumphonia-hymnal
or call us at: (855) 492-6657 for our best possible offer.

For single hymnal orders, please purchase directly from our publisher at:

www.truthbooks.com/phass-hymnal

"

ﬂggﬂ{ﬂﬁg’ OVER 100,000 HAVE VIEWED OUR VIDEOS AT:

www.truthbooks.com/phass-hymnal

A national award winning, behind-the-scenes, music video campaign explored the recording
of the Sumphonia CD 1 Was Glad by almost a hundred voices. All of the songs on that CD
and others in the series came from this one-of-a-kind hymnal,
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* 850 hymns of many genres and countries, over hundreds of years. * Avariety of different back-of-the-book references Lo aid songleaders.
* “Phrased notation,” which avoids breaking up yrical thought. = Compact and lightweight, milled on special paper for easy reading,
* Lost verses restored, bringing back the composer’s original intent. * SlideMaker, a separate PowerPoint of the hymnal, offers rapid

* Chronologjcal, sequential Biography of Christ section. keyword searches,

Psalms, Hymns. and Spiritual Songs is a greal addition to any home. But it's even better in a congregation -
where songleaders will inmediately see (and appreciate) the benefits. Discover the difference by ordering today.

Sumphonia CDs Available - Only $15.00 ea.

|9E Was Gla

e e

ey by

As Living Stones Calon Lan | Was Glad One Heart, One Soul Song In The Night
ITEM 17836 ITEM 809812017127 ITEM 809812019022 ITEM 809812018025 ITEM 809812019824

For more information, please visit: www.sumphonichymnal.com

To place your order, please visit www.truthbooks.com/phass-hymnal or call (855} 492-6657
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Helpwng homeschooling
families HRIVE

* Are you looking for literature that * Are you looking for trustworthy
provides a creation world-view? study guides and workbooks
that will help your sons grow
* Are you seeking Bible-study materials into responsible young men,
(covering the whole Bible) that could be and assist your daughters in
adapted to the needs of your children? becoming godly young women?

* Do you want recommendations on
helping them develop leadership skills?
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illustrated time-lines of the biblical
story?

at:(855) 492-6657
» Are you looking for books that y el
illustrate life in different eras (Egyptian, visit: truth bOOk% Emoksgel
Babylonian, Greeks, and Romans)? AND LET US TELL YOU ABOUT OUR RICH PRODUCT OFFERINGS

Order your coming school year materials now!
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More suggestions for fulfilling

HISTORY & GEOGRAPHY

Homeschool requirements inclu..

History and
Geography of
the Bible Story

ISBN 1584271183
BY BOB & SANDRA
WALDRON
(from the foreword
by Ferrell Jenkins):

History and Geography
of the Bible Story is one
of the best resources of
its kind for individual
and class study. Itis
important for each
student of the Bible
to gain information
about the history
and geography of
the Bible in order to
better understand
the context of the
message of salvation.

| A % % . |
ment ¥

)GRAPHY

== Truth |
$10.99

Old Testament
Geography

ISBN 1584271758
BY MATT HENNECKE

This overview of Old
Testament geography
helps the Bible lands
come alive as students
develop a familiarity
with the Bible lands.
Contains study
questions, 28 maps,
and many illustrations.
Rated “excellent”
by past students.

This book is appropriate
for an adult, young
adult, or teen class.

Additional resources
for using this book,
including PowerPoint
presentations, are
available on the
Manna Bible Maps
Plus software, sold
separately.

$10.99

New Testament
Geography

ISBN 1584271437
BY MATT HENNECKE

This overview of New
Testament geography
helps the Bible lands
come alive as students
develop a familiarity
with the Bible lands,
Contains study
questions, 28 maps,
and many illustrations.
Rated “excellent”
by past students,

This book is appropriate
for an adult, young
adult, or teen class.

Additional resources
for using this book,
including PowerPoint
presentations, are
available on the
Manna Bible Maps
Plus software, sold
separately.

Archaeology
and the Bible

ISEN 15842T1T1X
BY MIKE WILLIS

Archaeology helps
bring to life the people,
places, customs,
cultures, events, and
historical context
of the Bible. It also
provides confirmation
of the accuracy of the
biblical record. This new
workbook is packed
full of great and up
to date information
on archaeclogical
discoveries and their
importance to our
understanding of the
Bible. Every Christian
and every church needs
to study this material!

Order today from CEl Bookstore at (855) 492-6657 or truthbooks.com
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ADD THIS SERIES TO YOUR BIBLE CLASS OR HOMESC

DISCOVERING GO

NOW PUBLISHED BY TRUTH PUBLICATI

books
N the

NURSERY

YR. 1 and YR. 2 (with different activities)
Book 1 — Creation to Judges
Book 2 — Ruth to Ezra, Nehemiah
Book 3 — Life of Jesus, pt. 1
Book 4 — Life of Jesus, pt. 2

PRESCHOOL

Book 1 — The Beginning of God's Way

Book 2 — From Egypt to the Promised Land
Book 3 — Judges to the United Kingdom
Book 4 — Divided Kingdom to the Return

YR. 2
Book 1 — Jesus: God’s Son, pt. 1
Book 2 — Jesus: God’s Son, pt. 2
Book 3 — Stories from Acts
Book 4 — New Testament Letters

PRIMARY

YR. 1
Book 1 — The Beginning of God’s Way
Book 2 — From Egypt to Promised Land
Book 3 — Judges to the United Kingdom
Book 4 — Divided Kingdom to the Return

YR. 2
Book 1 — Birth & Early Life of Jesus
Book 2 — Miracles & Parables of Jesus

Book 3 — Jesus Prepares to Die
Book 4 — His Last Week on Earth

YR.3
Book 1 — Adventures in Acts, pt. 1
Book 2 — Adventures in Acts, pt. 2
Book 3 — Exploring the Epistles, pt. 1
Book 4 — Exploring the Epistles, pt. 2

JUNIOR

YR.1
Book 1 — The Beginning of God’s Way
Book 2 — The Exodus from Egypt
Book 3 — From the Wilderness to Canaan
Book 4 — The Judges

YR. 2
Book 1 — The Reign of Saul
Book 2 — Reign of David & Solomon
Book 3 — Divided Kingdom
Book 4 — Captivity & Return

YR.3
Book 1 — Immanuel: “God With Us"
Book 2 — Sermon on the Mount
Book 3 — Being a Christian
Book 4 — Living Pure Lives

TEEN / ADULT

YR.1
Book 1 — Early Days of Church (Acts)

Ask about Teacher Manuals for your DGW workb

113%14,1 Order today from CEI Bookstore at (855) 492-66"
Publications

220 S. Marion St. « Athens, AL 35611 - sales@truthpubl

12
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OOL CURRICULUM!

D’S WAY

series

Book 2 — Journeys of Paul (Acts)
Book 3 — Christ and the Church
Book 4 — The Law & the Gospel

YR. 2
Book 1 — Examples of Conversion
Book 2 — Why Believe the Bible?
Book 3 — Worship in Spirit & Truth
Book 4 — History of the Church

YR.3
Book 1 — Guard Against Apostasy
Book 2 — A Church with Problems
Book 3 — Abstain from Worldliness
Book 4 — Dating for Marriage

YR. 4
Book 1 — The Pentateuch
Book 2 — Joshua to the United Kingdom
Book 3 — Divided Kingdom
Book 4 — Captivity & Return
YR.5
Book 1 — Life of Christ
Book 2 — His Death & Resurrection
Book 3 — Creation vs. Evolution
Book 4 — The Holy Spirit
YR. 6
Book 1 — World Religions
Book 2 — Necessity of Sound Doctrine
Book 3 — Bible Authority
Book 4 — Book of Revelation & Premillennialism

oks!

7 or truthbooks.com

cations.com

Truth

Publications

Order today from
CEl Bookstore at
(855) 492-6657

or truthbooks.com

220 S. Marion St.
Athens, AL 35611
sales@truthpublications.com

BIRTH & EARLY
LIFE OF JESUS

g

LS

* JESUS PREPARES
TO DIE
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Doctrine

Sermon on the Mount:

Honesty in the Kingdom

by David Flatt

Contrasting today’s sad state of ethics and honesty with the high standards outlined in the Sermon on the Mount,
David reminds us that integrity is critically important in our efforts to advance Christ’s kingdom.

Again, ye have heard that it hath
been said by them of old time, Thou
shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt
perform unto the Lord thine oaths:
But | say unto you, Swear not at all;
neither by heaven; for it is God’s
throne: Nor by the earth; for it is his
footstool: neither by Jerusalem;

for it is the city of the great King.
Neither shalt thou swear by thy
head, because thou canst not make
one hair white or black. But let your
communication be, Yea, yea; Nay,
nay: for whatsoever is more than
these cometh of evil (Matt. 5:33-37).

As Jesus continues to describe the
ethical holiness of the kingdom, He
addresses the subject of honesty. Since
the Pharisees had corrupt practices
regarding the general mistreatment
of others, lust, and marital fidelity,
we should not be surprised that
they were dishonest people.

Jesus describes a fundamental
issue of the Pharisees’ perversion of
honesty. They were not concerned
with honesty so much as they were
concerned with perjury. Lying was
acceptable so long as a person did
not get caught lying while under
oath. This is another example of their
twisted view of ethics: if something
was notillegal, it was ethical. Jesus
dealt with this specific flaw of the
Pharisees on another occasion:

Woe unto you, ye blind guides, which
say, Whosoever shall swear by the
temple, it is nothing; but whosoever

shall swear by the gold of the temple,
he is a debtor! Ye fools and blind:

for whether is greater, the gold, or
the temple that sanctifieth the gold?
And, Whosoever shall swear by the
altar, it is nothing; but whosoever
sweareth by the gift that is upon it,
he is guilty. Ye fools and blind: for
whether is greater, the gift, or the
altar that sanctifieth the gift? Whoso
therefore shall swear by the altar,
sweareth by it, and by all things
thereon. And whoso shall swear by
the temple, sweareth by it, and by
him that dwelleth therein. And he
that shall swear by heaven, sweareth
by the throne of God, and by him
that sitteth thereon (Matt. 23:16-22).

The Pharisees developed a
complicated system of oath taking. Like
Moses instituting a law to discourage
divorce and encourage marital fidelity,
the Law was intended to discourage
dishonesty and encourage truthfulness
(Lev. 19:12-13). Of course, this is not
how they interpreted the Law. They
found loopholes to legalize deceit. As
long as an oath was not taken under
God’s name, they thought they could
be dishonest. They failed to realize
that God held them accountable for
every word that they spoke, whether
under oath or not. Jesus said, “But
I say unto you, That every idle word
that men shall speak, they shall
give account thereof in the day of
judgment. For by thy words thou shalt
be justified, and by thy words thou
shalt be condemned” (Matt. 12:36-37).

Honesty Defined

Has our society forgotten what
honesty means? Perhaps a basic
definition of the term would be helpful
for us to consider. The word “honest”
means “honorable in principles,
intentions, and actions; upright and
fair; gained or obtained fairly; sincere;
unadulterated; respectable; having a
good reputation; truthful or credible”
(Dictionary.com). None of these terms
described the Pharisees. They were
leaders without integrity. Although
they deceitfully worked to conceal their
corrupt practices through hypocrisy,
Jesus exposed their true character.

Honesty Today

The qualities of honesty and
integrity seem lacking in our society.
Many people seem to be most
concerned with self-preservation.
Everyone seems to be out for
themselves. If that means being
deceptive and manipulative, so be it.
Like the Pharisees, those in positions
of leadership today have little regard
for truth. Today, people call truth
“fake.” When confronted with facts,
people offer “alternative facts.”

John Adams once wrote, “Facts are
stubborn things; and whatever may
be our wishes, our inclinations, or the
dictates of our passions, they cannot
alter the state of facts and evidence.”

Years ago, people described how
absolute truth does not exist in
attempts to redefine morality. Today,
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we are seeing the effects of such a
humanistic worldview. Ethics are
now being redefined. Yes, society is
quite a mess. Habakkuk, an all-but-
forgotten prophet, lamented the
lack of integrity in his day when he
wrote, “Law is paralyzed, and justice
never goes forth. For the wicked
surround the righteous; so justice
goes forth perverted” (Hab. 1:4).

Today, dishonest dealings have
led to an ever-present suspicion
among people. Love assumes the
best; whereas, deceit causes many to
assume the worst in everything and
everyone (1 Cor. 13). Our leaders are
keen on their perception of this present
suspicion. They manipulate the masses
by feeding the public’s insatiable
suspicion and paranoia. Is what is said,
reported, posted, or tweeted true? Well,
if the information feeds the public’s
suspicion and self-interest, they
believe it, and promote it. Therefore,
our leaders are not solely responsible
for the erosion of integrity: we share
in the blame. It would seem that what
Habakkuk decried all those years ago
also applies to our present time.

Before we quickly pass over this
brief point in Jesus’ sermon, we would
be wise to pause and prayerfully reflect
on what He commands. Citizens of His
kingdom must be honest people. They
are to keep their word and honor their
commitments. They are to be truth
seekers. They are to be promoters of
truth. Honesty is an indispensable asset
in gaining a reputation which inspires
others to become part of the kingdom.

About Honesty

First of all, honesty produces
integrity and justice. The law being
ignored and or unfairly applied is
proof of dishonest leadership in any
context. On a personal level, honesty
is that necessary condition of heart
which enables people to accurately
discern their standing before God
and adjust their morals and ethics
accordingly. As James wrote, God has
called us by the word of His truth.

Unless we meekly receive His word,
we will be like a man who looks in a
mirror but does nothing about his
disheveled appearance (Jas. 1:18-25).
Few are willing to be truly honest
with themselves. As Jesus explained,
men are often afraid of having light
expose their hearts, because their
deeds are evil. Only those who are
true come to the light (John 3:19-21).

Second, honesty is what compels
people to admit wrong and seek
reconciliation with those whom
they have hurt. When King Solomon
petitioned God’s presence at the
dedication of the Temple, the Lord
mentioned Solomon’s father, David.
The Lord remembered David as
a man of integrity (1 Kings 9:4).
With all of David’s failings, how
could he have been remembered
as a man of integrity? David
admitted when he was wrong and
passionately sought reconciliation
(Ps. 51). Being accountable and
making amends are not signs of
weakness, but marks of integrity.

Third, honesty is attractive. A leader
is not a leader unless he has followers.
From this perspective, it seems the
Pharisees were leaders without
followers. They were disingenuous, and
everyone knew it. Contrast this with
Jesus. Jesus could not go anywhere
without people following Him. There
were many reasons why people
followed Jesus, but not least among
those reasons was His authenticity.
